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By: Our Reporter
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Worth Noting:

. He was accom-
panied by the MKU
Vice-Chancellor Prof
Deogratius Jaganyi and
Co-Founder Dr Jane
Nyutu.

. “During this
rainy period, the Uni-
versity plans to plant
and grow over 5000
indigenous trees, shrubs
and herbs. The plants
will serve a triple pur-
pose: mitigation of
climate change, food se-
curity and improvement
of people’s livelihoods,”
Dr Gaitho stated, add-
ing that the University
has so far grown over
100,000 trees at different
places.
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MKU fraternity planting trees.

Research towards production of plant-
based black soap is currently at an ad-
vanced stage at the Mount Kenya Uni-
versity (MKU).

The initiative will see Aloe Vera and
bamboo extracts used as additives to the
soap, according to MKU Pro-Chancellor
Dr Vincent Gaitho.

He said the university is conducting the
research at its botanic garden at the Hap-
py Valley campus in Thika that has over
300 indigenous plant species.

Dr Gaitho was speaking during the tree
planting exercise by students and mem-
bers of staff at the 103-acre land parcel
adjacent to Thika River.

He was accompanied by the MKU
Vice-Chancellor Prof Deogratius Jaganyi
and Co-Founder Dr Jane Nyutu.

“During this rainy period, the University
plans to plant and grow over 5000 indig-
enous trees, shrubs and herbs. The plants

will serve a triple purpose: mitigation of
climate change, food security and im-
provement of people’s livelihoods,” Dr
Gaitho stated, adding that the University
has so far grown over 100,000 trees at
different places.

Pro Jaganyi concurred that medicinal
trees are not only a source of natural
remedies but also play a pivotal role in
maintaining the ecological balance of our
surroundings.

“Mount Kenya University has always
been a pioneer in promoting environ-
mental consciousness, and the initiative
to grow medicinal trees aligns seamlessly
with our ethos,” asserted the VC.

“The biodiversity of provides a unique
opportunity for us to cultivate a variety
of medicinal trees, each with its own set
of healing properties,

“Imagine a botanic garden adorned with
the likes of Neem, Aloe Vera, Warbugia,

Moringa, Eucalyptus, and many other
medicinal trees whose leaves, bark, and
extracts have been revered for their ther-
apeutic benefits for centuries,” said Prof
Jaganyi.

Moreover, the scholar added, the cul-
tivation of medicinal trees aligns with
global efforts to preserve biodiversity
and combat climate change.

“Trees are nature’s air purifiers, and by
growing medicinal varieties, we not only
contribute to a healthier environment but
also create a living pharmacy that future
generations can benefit from. This ini-
tiative also provides a unique learning
opportunity for our students,” he pointed
out.

The cultivation of medicinal trees at the
University, he noted, is not just a practi-
cal step towards a healthier community,
but a symbolic gesture of its commitment
to the well-being of our planet.

Dr Nyutu on her part said MKU is cur-
rently the United Nations Academic
Impact Hub for SDG 10 on Reduced In-
equalities.

“Accordingly, MKU’s team of profes-
sionals, scholars and researchers, work-
ing in collaboration with practitioners
and other persons of goodwill, have
joined hands with the Government of
Kenya and with all the other Kenyans as
well as with the international community
in climate mitigation through trees grow-
ing as evidenced today,

“Certainly when the ecosystem is ful-
ly restored, the challenges of recurrent
droughts and floods will be solved thus
contributing towards other SDGs includ-
ing poverty eradication, creation of de-
cent works, Reduced Inequalities and life
below water besides others,” she said.
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Kenya Tea Development Agency Chief Executive Officer Wilson Muthaura awarded
a prize of KSh30,000 to Davis Tamba, who emerged the best in a story competition on tea
The awarding ceremony took place on Thursday evening at Alliance Franchise in Nairobi and
saw the first runners up take home KSh20,000 while the second KShs10,000. Muthaura described
Tea and Stories as “Thread of Shared Humanity”, pointing out that innovation is at the heart of
KTDA’s corporate values. He indicated that his firm is open to partner on innovation ideas along
its sustainability initiatives to improve the welfare of smallholder tea sector stakeholders. The
competition attracted 67 entries.

The Principal Secretary of the State Department for Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MS-
MEs) Development, Susan Mang’eni, has called for collaborations between the Kenya Industrial
Estate (KIE), Kenya Forest Service (KFS), and the county government of Uasin Gishu to estab-
lish tree nurseries in all primary schools across the county. The aim is to grow fruit trees for con-
sumption, boosting children’s health. The KIE will work with primary school administrations to
provide funds for the environmental clubs to plant trees, which the KIE will buy from them later.
The money generated from the sale of seedlings will fund higher education for learners when they
complete primary level. PS Mang’eni praised Uasin Gishu residents for using the Hustler fund to
borrow for various businesses and repaying at a 77.5 percent rate.
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Climate change is causing land degradation through drought, desertification, and other extreme
weather conditions. The Institution of Surveyors of Kenya (ISK) President Eric Nyadimo high-
lighted the importance of surveying professionals understanding the impacts of climate change
on their practice and helping the globe mitigate its effects. Surveyors play a crucial role in en-
vironmental impact assessments, mapping and monitoring land features, and land use planning.
They help identify suitable areas for development, minimize environmental impact, and resolve
boundary disputes, ensuring the protection of natural resources. The conference brought together
land professionals from five African countries to discuss climate change issues.
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A clinical trial has found evidence supporting the use of four new and improved regir'nensftg;I
treating multi-drug resistant tuberculosis (MDR/RR-TB) among children and adults. The trial
discovered three new drug regimens that could deliver similar efficacy and safety to conventional
treatments while reducing treatment time by up to two-thirds. These endTB regimens represent
important alternatives for short MDR-TB treatment and complement the use of another highly
effective, shorter MDR-TB regimen, called BPaLM, which is not suitable for certain populations.
The trial also supports the use of a fourth regimen as an alternative for people who cannot tolerate
bedaquiline or linezolid. Kenya was among eight countries that have reached a 35% reduction
from 2015, with TB being a serious public health concern in the region. The WHO report notes
that the gap between the estimated number of TB cases and the number of notified cases remains
large, with gaps in recording the actual number of drug-resistant TB cases even larger.
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Nyeri County’s youth are set to benefit from the ‘Plug-in Mtaani Vijana 2 Invest’ initiative,
which aims to transform business ideas into opportunities. The program provides skills and busi-
ness plan development training, aiming to nurture and sustain young entrepreneurs. Implemented
by the Department of Gender, Youth, Sports, and Social Services, Trade, Tourism, Culture, and
Cooperative Development, the training is based on the International Labour Organisation Busi-
ness Management Training Programme.

Kenya’s government is aiming to increase local rice production by 7-fold from 128,000 Metric
Tonnes to 846,000 MT by the end of NRDS II in 2030. The local demand for rice is increasing
due to rising population, urbanization, and changing food habits. The government is addressing
issues affecting the sub-sector, such as improving access to high-yielding rice varieties, mecha-
nization, promotion of private sector participation, climate change, and digital technology in the
rice value chain. Initiatives such as the construction of the Thiba dam in Kirinyaga County have
increased production in the Mwea irrigation scheme. Rice is one of the most important foods
in the global fight against hunger and is considered a priority value chain in the government’s
Bottom-up Economic Transformation Agenda (BETA) under the reduction of imports pillar. The
Kenya Agricultural and Livestock Research Organisation (KALRO) Director General Dr. Eliud
Kireger aims to improve crop production, productivity, and utilization.
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Hundreds Treated In Othaya MP And Kibaki Hospital

Initiative

By: William Muchiri
O @themtkenyatimes

Worth Noting:

. He also urged
residents to ensure regu-
lar screening for various
diseases to ensure they are
medically fit for maxi-
mum productivity.

. The residents were
were screened for diseases
such as Diabetes, High
blood pressure, Cancer
among others.

. Both the MP and
Dr. Walter Gwaro from
the Level VI facility also
urged residents to ensure
that they ensure that their
NHIF insurance is always
up to date in order to eas-
ily access medical services
in accredited facilities.

Hundreds of Othaya constituency
residents were yesterday offered free
medical check up and treatment.

The residents, mostly from Iria-ini
Ward were hosted at Thunguri Dis-
pensary during the free medical camp
that was organised by Mwai Kibaki
Hospital in partnership with the area
MP Wambugu Wainaina alias Mount
Kenya.

The MP who lauded the hospital fra-
ternity for the free camp adding that
such exercises have boosted disease
prevention and control in the area.

He also urged residents to ensure reg-
ular screening for various diseases to
ensure they are medically fit for maxi-
mum productivity.

The residents were were screened for
diseases such as Diabetes, High blood
pressure, Cancer among others.

Both the MP and Dr. Walter Gwaro
from the Level VI facility also urged
residents to ensure that they ensure
that their NHIF insurance is always up
to date in order to easily access medi-
cal services in accredited facilities.

“I will regularly be organizing with
a team of local medical personnel on
how they can be having regular visits
on matters of screening and care to
those people affected so that they can
be up to date with their health,” he
added.

The MP also urged the County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri to improve medical
facilities mostly those near learning
institutions in order for students to
benefit.

Wainaina also thanked the medical
personnel from the hospital, the local
Kenya Medical Training College fra-
ternity and Othaya Level IV Hospital
for the support in preparations and
participation of the camps.

The beneficiaries thanked the institu-

A medic taking Othaya residents through hygienic behaviours during a free medical camp at Thunguri dispensary yesterday.

tion and the MP for the medical camps
saying it was Godsend during these
hard economic times.

Othaya MP Wambugu Wainaina (right)
listens as a Thunguri resident address
locals who has turned up for the free
medical camp.
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Cabinet Pit-Stop Retreat At Edge Convention Centre In
South C, Nairobi In Photos
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Technology, Innovation Will Enrich Our Security
- President Ruto

By: KBC Digital

President William Ruto has said
the Government is adopting new ap-
proaches to managing emerging se-
curity threats.

He said the Government is commit-
ted to enhancing the education of
members of the security service to
prepare them for the challenges of the
modern world.

This investment, he noted, will focus
on equipping security personnel with
skills and knowledge to navigate con-
temporary security complexities.

He said security agencies will
employ theoretically sound, evi-
dence-based, data-driven, and inno-
vative approaches to problem-solv-
ing.

“For a long time, the popular image
of security or defense was of a sector
that was not only deficient in edu-
cation but had no time for ideas and
certainly averse to higher learning,”
he added.

He made the remarks on Friday
during the inaugural graduation cer-
emony of the National Defence Uni-
versity of Kenya in Lanet, Nakuru
County.

The President encouraged the grad-
uates to elevate their skills by active-
ly partnering with and seeking input
from experts across diverse fields.

“This is how you build and sustain
the capacity to prevail in the face of
complex challenges,” he said.

The Head of State observed that the
Government is implementing the
Bottom Up Economic Transforma-
tion Agenda as a strategy to empower
the people to keep them away from
illegal practices that may lead to in-
stability.

“We know that extreme poverty and
stark inequality create fertile grounds
for the recruitment of embittered and
frustrated young people into various
forms of lawlessness,” he said.

President William Ruto in red

Ruto: Global South Must Push For More Inclusive World

Order

By: Beth Nyaga

President William Ruto has urged
nations in the Global South to unite
in addressing issues affecting the
world.

He said the Global South must take
advantage of the democratic char-
acter of multilateralism to push for
meaningful changes.

President Ruto noted that it is time
these nations stepped forward to
safeguard their collective interests.
He cited fiscal measures taken by
powerful economies, supply chain
disruptions on account of conflicts,
high-interest rates driving nations

in debt distress as some of the main
global issues affecting those in the
Global South.

“These conditions have created
an environment where millions of
people are poor and unemployed,
struggling against a global order that
appears rigged against their aspira-
tions,” he said.

He made the remarks on Friday
during the second Voice of Global
South Summit, which was conducted
virtually.

The Head of State emphasised that
collaborative efforts will empower
the Global South to expedite its eco-
nomic growth.

This, he explained, will transform
it into the driving force of the next
phase of the Industrial Revolution.
“The overdue economic renaissance
of the Global South is held off by
systematic marginalisation and ex-
clusion from multilateral discourse
in terms of effective participation and
benefits,” he added.

President Ruto told the Heads of
State and Governments at the Sum-
mit to use the upcoming COP28 to
push for global climate action.

“It can no longer be business as
usual when the people of the Global
South are unfairly punished by ex-
treme climate for the economic sins
of others,” he added.

Prime Minister of India Nahendra
Modi and other leaders of the Global
South were present.

President William Ruto .




Giver”

By: Eric Musa
EMEA.ericmusa@gmail.com

With the mental disciplines of giv-
ing firmly in mind, the way is ready
for the act of giving. To begin with,
the act of giving should be accompa-
nied by offering oneself to the Lord,
just as did the Macedonians who
“gave themselves first to the Lord”
(2 Corinthians 8:5). This should be
done silently, not so someone will
see our pious act of worship. And
giving oneself to God is indeed wor-
ship (Romans 12:1). Second, it is
strongly recommended, in light of
the great giving requirements im-
posed on God’s ancient people Israel,
that everyone should at least consider
the first 10 percent as a starting point
in giving — a minimum. And in the
case of the Macedonians’ grace giv-
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Giving Should Be Joyous — “For God Loves A Cheerful

ing, the amount must have been way
over 10 per cent because 10 percent
of their “extreme poverty” (2 Cor-
inthians 8:2) would not have helped
anyone.

Third, your giving ought to be reg-
ular. Paul advised this same Corin-
thian church on another occasion,
“On the first day of every week, each
one of you should set aside a sum of
money in keeping with his income,
saving it up, so that when I come no
collections will have to be made” (1
Corinthians 16:2). The apostle knew
that regular, systematic giving would
help the people meet their regular
obligations and most emergencies.
Fourth, you must begin giving now.
The natural tendency is to put giving
off until you feel able to give. Such
thinking keeps many from ever giv-
ing.

Giving should not only be regular,
but responsive to need, spontaneous,
like that of the Macedonians and
Mary of Bethany who in anointing
Jesus so lavishly poured out her re-
sources. High “Heaven rejects the
lore Of nicely calculated less and
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more.” Finally, your giving should
be joyous — “for God loves a cheer-
ful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). As
we have been so often reminded,
“cheerful” can be translated “hilar-
ious,” suggesting a joy which leaps
over all restraints. The act of giving
is a blessed state. We do well to re-
member that our Lord Jesus Himself
said, “It is more blessed to give than
to receive” (Acts 20:35). May we be
faithful and disciplined in giving our-
selves and all we have to God!

AMEN& AMEN. TO HIM WHO
IS ABLE TO DO EXCEEDINGLY,
BEYOND WHAT WE ASK OR
IMAGINE, BE THE GLORY, HON-
OR AND POWER

References:

The Living Bible

Discipline of a Godly Man( Book by
Kent Hughes)

Evangelist Eric Musa:

(My message continuously: If you
are not saved: Believe, accept, re-

=505

ceive and confess Christ Jesus as
your Lord and Saviour and be filled
with the Holy Spirit, as it is written;
“NOW is the acceptable time, TO-
DAY is the day of SALVATION.- 2
Cor 6:2”. For prayers, devotion, and
to support the ministry contact Evan-
gelist on +254722157300 ( Email:
EMEA.ericmusa@gmail.com).  Re-
member, God Loves you and I un-
conditionally, perfectly and always:
SHALOM
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OPINION

Raila’s Dossier On Fuel Imports Saga That Never Was

By: Joseph Mutua Ndonga
mutuandonga@yahoo.com

Worth Noting:

. Many Kenyans in-
terpreted this as cheap and
narrow propaganda. They
posed: Why did he fail to
use this ‘evidence’ to bol-
ster his petition? The law
allowed him to file a new
petition. Why did he fail to
do so? It is noting he had
resorted to the same game
after losing the previous
elections.

. On oil saga, Raila
repeated the same claims
when he addressed a press
conference in Nairobi.

. When the media
pressed him to produce
evidence, he dodged the
questions and instead add-
ed a new angle. He lament-
ed that the cartels were not
paying corporate tax and
linked this to the deprecia-
tion of Kenya shilling. How
did he expect Kenyans to
buy his claims without pro-
viding an iota of evidence?

Azimio La Umoja One Kenya Coalition leader Raila Odinga .

A few days ago, I listened to a speech
made by the leader of the opposition
outfit Azimio La Umoja One Kenya
Coalition Raila Odinga at a public event
in his backyard of Luo Nyanza.

He stated that he had dossier on the
latest controversy surrounding the fuel
imports saga and announced that he was
going to drop the bombshell in coming
the week.

[ will tell you the oil cartels, who were
being protected by President Ruto, to
raid public coffers and steal your taxes.

The so called government-to-govern-
ment oil imports deal that Ruto signed
with the governments of Saudi Arabia
and United Arab Emirates (UAE) was
nothing but a scam.

To me, I did not take him seriously. I
knew he was just playing politics. Rai-
la had previously been listed as a key
player in the lucrative business of oil.
Maybe, this time he had been left out.

This is not the first time he would
threaten to release a dossier and when
he makes good his threat it turns out
to be a hot-air and political propaganda.

For instance, when the Supreme Court
dismissed his petition challenging the
election of President William Ruto he
claimed a few days later that he had a
dossier showing he had won the polls.

Many Kenyans interpreted this as
cheap and narrow propaganda. They
posed: Why did he fail to use this ‘ev-
idence’ to bolster his petition? The law
allowed him to file a new petition. Why
did he fail to do so? It is noting he had
resorted to the same game after losing
the previous elections.

On oil saga, Raila repeated the same
claims when he addressed a press con-
ference in Nairobi.

When the media pressed him to pro-
duce evidence, he dodged the ques-
tions and instead added a new angle.
He lamented that the cartels were not
paying corporate tax and linked this to
the depreciation of Kenya shilling. How
did he expect Kenyans to buy his claims

without providing an iota of evidence?

The problem of currency depreciation
is worldwide. It had been partly caused
by the USA move to hike the interest of
dollar.

For starters, Raila’s family owns the
East Africa Spectre International which
specializes in the business of Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG).

Many believe that during eras of Pres-
idents Moi, Kibaki and Uhuru, Raila
took advantage of the political truces he
signed with each to push a selfish course
of his family’s vast business interests.

Besides East Africa Spectre, the fami-
ly owns the Molasses plant in Kisumu
which was initially owned by the state.

They reportedly purchased the Plant at
a throw away price during the Moi era.
This after Raila ceded hardline stance
and agreed to sign a political corpora-
tion agreement with Moi.

It is worth noting that Raila studied in
Russia. It is therefore not surprising that
his history is littered with all manners of
propaganda, unsubstantiated claims and
at a time outright lies.

I know here I’'m putting myself on
cross-fire with his fanatical and diehard
supporters.

To them, Raila is a genuine whistle
blower. He had previously exposed
mega corruption scandals rocking the
previous administrations including Na-
tional Youth Service (NYS) and Euro-
bond saga.

One thing however remains clear. He
always avoided cooperating with the
anti-graft agencies to help them get to
the bottom of the matter.

When you say so or so is a thief, the
onus to prove the allegation squarely
lies with you.

It is the same case with the govern-
ment. The law requires you to submit
evidence by way of recording a state-
ment.

Whenever Raila was asked to do so,
he always resorted to politicizing this
matter.

Don’t ask me to come and share the
information I have. Take me to Kamiti
Maximum Prison. I have been there for
more than 100 times. I don’t fear any-
thing, he once dared the investigators.

This drama was witnessed during the
reign of the first term of then President
Uhuru Kenya. Dr William Ruto, the
current President, was the deputy Pres-
ident.

Many Kenyans would later come to a
conclusion. Raila never cared for us. He
was just using us for his selfish and per-
sonal interests.

This is because he went mute after
joining the Uhuru government through
the ‘handshake’ arrangement.

With this, the NYS and Eurobond cas-
es were not conclusively resolved. So
it was hard to tell whether the scandals
existed and if taxpayers’ money was
stolen, how much.

It is worth noting Raila had earlier
played a similar card during the second
term of President Mwai Kibaki.

Hell broke after he refused to accept
results of the elections that have just
been concluded. He claimed that Kibaki
and his top aides had rigged him out in
broad daylight.

This triggered political mayhem that
claimed the lives of more than 1,000
Kenyans and caused destruction of
properties worth billions of shillings.

After two months of violence, both Ki-
baki and Raila caved in to the mounting
pressure from the international commu-
nity. This heralded in birth of the grand
coalition government of National Unity
where they shared power equally.

Raila become contented and would
rarely expose the ills associated with
Kibaki regime. He would speak out
whenever he smelt a rat that Kibaki’s
handlers and confidantes were plotting
to bring him down.

But this would not take long. Mzee Ki-
baki new how to manage his anger and
shepherd him back to the path of the
government agenda.

For now, my position that Raila should

be the last person to hit out at Ruto is
further re-enforced by the following.
When he was the Prime Minister, he
was associated with a number of mega
corruption scandals.

One of them was Sh78 billion oil Tri-
ton scandal. What had started as rumors
that the prime suspect was his close
friend came to pass when he was seen
dining and winning with him. Then
Energy Minister Kiraitu Murungi was
among those present in what looked like
a birthday or farewell party. The photos
taken showed them toasting glasses of
wine with the suspect.

First forward to the second term of
President Uhuru Kenyatta, Raila man-
aged to fight his way and occupied his
seat on the high table.

This paved the way for the formation of
the ‘handshake’ government. The high
cost of fuel was one of the key challeng-
es that stood in their way. While citing
this as the main reason for high cost of
living, majority of Kenyans started to
distance themselves from their admin-
istration.

President Uhuru’s twin interventions
of introducing oil subsidy and signing
government to-government deals with
international oil suppliers did not help
the matters.

The oil cartels ended up pocketing a
huge chunk of billions of shillings allo-
cated by The National Treasury. The in-
terventions which were meant to ensure
that there was enough supply and prices
of petroleum products are lowered total-
ly failed.

As a co-principal, Raila continued to
defend and support these shoddy deals.

Reports at the time indicated that the
cartels Comprised individuals who
were known to be cronies, friends and
close relatives of the duo.

Get me right. I’'m not insinuating that
two wrongs can make a right.

Just look at timing of Raila’s latest
claims. He spoke just two days after
launching mass registration drive for
new members of his Orange Democrat-
ic Movement (ODM).

During the ceremony that took place in
his home county of Siaya, Raila hinted
at running for President for sixth time
in 2027.

With this, he had kicked the onslaught
against President Ruto in earnest. One
can therefore understand where the sto-
ry of fuel scandal came from.

Let me repeat this again. [’'m not
sweeping his claims under the carpet.
However, with due respect, my chal-
lenge is. He should be prepared to prove
his claims beyond reasonable doubt.
Stop it if you don’t. This will save you
from being embarrassed and ashamed.

Joseph Mutua Ndonga is a writer and
political analyst based in Nairobi
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Worth Noting:

. For the mo-
ment, the results

have been encouraging
although success has
not been complete.

The encouraging, even
incredible, findings

are that some of the
children, who prior to
the introduction of the
tablet had never seen a
pencil, could sight-read
some words. What is
sight-reading?

. You may have
noticed this with

your toddler chil-
dren or grandchildren.
They can recognize
their name. My name is
Sidney and when I was
age 3, I could recognize
it, and I also knew that
others’ written names
weren't mine. I sight-
read.

. I recognized
my name as awhole.
What I hadn’t yet
known was that each of
the letters represented a
sound and that

Features of Digital
Classroom

One central question
illiteracy and innumeracy in re-
mote areas concerns how education
for these basic cultural tools can be
made available to them. The ques-

regarding

tion, as posed here, is about
delivery. How can we get educa-
tion to somany children who are
not in schools or whose schools
are inadequate and are scattered
over vast distances in sometimes
remote areas with little access? A le-
ver regarding rampant illiteracy and
innumeracy among large swaths of
our world’s children is the use
of digital technology. The idea is
that through laptops, tablets, smart
phones and more, we candemoc-
ratize education by giving those
devices to disenfranchised children
across the globe and teaching
them, through appropriate applica-
tions, to be literate about the written
word and numeracy. This has already
been underway in several locations
around the world. One example
is One Laptop per Child (OLPC)
which originated in the Media Lab at
MIT. This non-profit organization
has supplied inexpensive laptops to
children around the world.

The most striking example of this
is Uruguay which is saturated with
laptops. All school-age children and
their  teachers have laptops. And
that is currently being extended to
Uruguay’s elder citizens. For the first
time in human history, a government
decided to provide digital commu-
nication to all its youth. Some
of these children live in remote parts
of Uruguay where there is no
electricity. Yet children from there

now have the possibility of being
connected to other children and
their teachers. This social experi-
ment, on a large scale, cans be
envisioned for neglected school-age
children around the world. It is with
this in mind that another attempt is
being made to bring literacy to
disenfranchised children via digi-
tal technology comes from Mary-
anne Wolfe’s work in Ethiopia as
part of the Global Literacy Project
(Wolf, this volume; Wolf, Gottwald,
Galyean, Morris & Breazeal,2013;
Wolf, Gottwaldov, Galyean &
Morris,2013). She chose to work
in two villages there in order to help
foster literacy. In one of the villages,
in a remote part of Ethiopia, none of
its citizens is literate.

This means, of course, that there is
no school there. Digital technology
was brought to the village in the
form of a tablet to see if the village’s
children could become literate when
interacting ~ with the technology
Wolf and her colleagues introduced.
The situation was set up so that ev-
ery key stroke on the tablet was re-
corded and video cameras were set
up to tape all events where the tablet
was located. The tablet, placed
in a strategic location in the vil-
lage, had apps that were especially
built to take into account, as much 4
as possible, children’s exposure
to written language for the first
time. For many important reasons,
the written language was English.
The thinking behind this ambitious
project was that if illiterate chil-
dren in a village of non-readers
could become literate through the use
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of digital technology, a case could be
made for bringing such technology to
other remote villages and towns
around the globe with similar or less
severe literacy problems.

For the moment, the results
have been encouraging although
success has not been complete.
The encouraging, even incredible,
findings are that some of the
children, who prior to the introduc-
tion of the tablet had never seen a
pencil, could sight-read some words.
What is sight-reading? You may have
noticed this with your toddler
children or grandchildren. They
can recognize their name. My name
is Sidney and when I was age 3, 1
could recognize it, and I also knew
that others’ written names weren’t
mine. [ sight-read. 1 recognized
my name as a whole. What I
hadn’t yet known was that each
of the letters represented a sound
and that combinations of symbols
created combinations of sounds that
were a word. This leap, what Wolf
calls the Helen Keller leap, is the
one that has not yet happened for the
Ethiopian children, and it is the one
that is necessary for these village
children to enter the world of print as
literate people. Being literate goes
beyond this, of course. We have
to learn to decipher meanings,
authors’ intents, and much more
.Even graduate students at the Ph.D.
level are still learning to decipher
written texts. But the more advanced
aspects of reading will be denied if
the basic aspect of connecting
symbols to sounds is unavailable.
As mentioned, at present, the Helen

Keller leap has not yet happened
with these children. That is where
things stand now regarding the he-
roic project to foster literacy without
teachers among children who live in
places where there are no schools or
where there are schools but they
are woefully overcrowded and un-
derstaffed. In an attempt to find a dig-
ital solution to this leap, the X-Prize
is holding an international competi-
tion to encourage teams to build
apps that will enable these village
children and eventually hundreds of
millions of children to enter the world
of literacy. Underlying these -efforts
is the understanding, based on re-
search and plain observation, that
someone who has deciphered the
symbol-sound code by her/himself
is a rarity. A teacher is needed for
that to happen. In lieu of sit-
uations where there are no schools or
overcrowded classes, digital tech-
nology is being developed to do the
teaching. The jury is out about wheth-
er or not it can be done. If it can, all
of us gain.

I suggest that there is another lever
that can bring teaching to dis-
enfranchised and neglected children:
children. No, this is not a typograph-
ical error. Children can teach chil-
dren. Indeed, they do that naturally
and spontaneously all the time from
an early age. They are natural-born
teachers. They do not need teacher
training courses nor do they need
to be licensed to be teachers.
They teach, and do so at a remarkably
early age. They have learned how to
teach as part of their cognitive,
emotional.
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Pastor Dorcas Rigathi Encourages Students to Engage in
Tree Planting

By: OSDP

The spouse of the Deputy President
Pastor Dorcas Rigathi on Thursday
evening led Chuka University stu-
dents in planting 8,000 trees.

The trees were towards the fulfill-
ment of the two million trees annu-
al target in the office of the Deputy
President under which the office of
the spouse of the Deputy President is
established.

“I have seen the chiefs, administra-
tion, forest officers and the communi-
ty have joined in this climate change
action of tree planting. And to see
students engaged in the environment,
is what the government wants to see,
and it is encouraging,” said Pastor
Dorcas.

“To push these further, I urge the uni-
versity to allocate some land for stu-
dents to establish a tree nursery, and I
shall partner with them,” added Pastor
Dorcas.”

The student representative in the

Pastor Dorcas Rigathi, MP Patrick Munene and Tharaka Nithi County Woman Rep Susan Ngugi during the tree planting exercise

of 8,000 seedlings..

Faculty of Environmental Studies,
Nyokabi Ngige, said that the students
were pleased to take part in the tree
planting exercise and contribute to the

Presidential target of 15 billion trees.

Vice Chancellor Prof. Mutembei said
the university partnering in the initia-
tive was adding to the carbon concen-

tration on their Kairini farm and the
region of Chuka.
Area MP Patrick Munene also com-

mended the students for their partic-
ipation in the tree planting exercise.
“You are leaving a great legacy in this
institution through this activity under
the faculty of environment, and the
leadership of the Vice Chancellor and
Council Chair,” said MP Munene.
Also present was Tharaka Nithi
County Woman Representative Su-
san Ngugi and Chief Officer Gender
Kelly Rwigi who took part in the tree
planting, and commended Pastor Dor-
cas for reaching out to the students in
the university for the restorative work
towards the environment.

The tree planting was a climax of a
session Pastor Dorcas held with the
students on the university grounds.
The session was part of the outreach
program for students in higher insti-
tutions of learning against alcohol,
drugs and substance abuse.

In the past, Pastor Dorcas has held
similar sessions at the Maasai Mara
University (Narok), Mount Kenya
University (Thika), University of Nai-
robi (Main Campus), St. Paul Univer-
sity (Limuru), and Daystar University

(Nairobi).

ActionAid International Kenya Paves the Way for Youth-
Led Change with Pre YouLead-Summit

By: Cynthia Masibo
O @themtkenyatimes

In a bid to proactively address the
pressing challenges faced by Ken-
ya’s youth, ActionAid International
Kenya orchestrated a groundbreak-
ing Pre YouLead-Summit today.
The event served as a platform,
uniting national policymakers and
impassioned youth leaders in a joint
effort to architect indigenous, solu-
tion-driven strategies to combat the
multifaceted issues hindering youth
development in the country.

The summit’s agenda was carefully
curated, focusing on critical areas
demanding immediate attention:
Education System Overhaul: The
gathering scrutinized the efficacy of
the existing educational system in
meeting the dynamic skill require-

ments of an ever-evolving labor
market. Discussions delved deep
into how to revamp the curriculum
to align it more closely with the de-
mands of emerging industries and
technologies.

Economic Empowerment and De-
cent Work: At the heart of the dis-
course was the challenge of limited
access to economic opportunities
and the pressing need for dignified
work for Kenya’s burgeoning youth
population. Strategies to stimulate
job creation, entrepreneurship, and
vocational training were passionate-
ly discussed.

Youth Inclusion in Decision-Mak-
ing: The summit addressed the stark
underrepresentation of young voices
in critical decision-making spheres
within Kenya. Participants brain-
stormed ways to actively involve
youth in policy formulation and gov-
ernance processes.

The summit’s foundational belief
centered around the necessity for a
radical transformation in Kenya’s
education system. This overhaul
was identified as pivotal to equip
the youth with the agile skill sets

demanded by the constantly evolv-
ing labor landscape. Moreover,
emphasis was placed on the imper-
ative nature of expanding access to
economic opportunities, ensuring
decent work conditions, and am-
plifying youth representation in
decision-making arenas for holistic
youth development.

The crux of this initiative lies in

the spotlight on youth-generated
proposals. The deliberations were
meticulously designed to pivot
around reshaping the country’s ca-
pacity-building programs. This shift
aims to confront and alleviate the is-
sues disproportionately affecting the
young populace.

ActionAid International Kenya’s
proactive step in spearheading this

mitiative underscores their com-
mitment to empowering youth by
co-creating pragmatic, actionable
solutions. The summit marks a sig-
nificant stride towards fostering in-
clusive and sustainable development
by prioritizing the voices and needs
of Kenya’s vibrant youth communi-

ty.
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Importance OF Silence

3 .'

Al children have the same abilities; they
differ only depending on the situation.
Attention and created opportunities are
of great importance in the development
of talents.
Hakimmirzayeva MafFtuna, a 9th-qrade
student of school 24 in Yangi-Kurgan
district, is one of such talented young
people.

MaFtuna, who is an example to her
peers with her excellent studies,
Ehorough study of subjects, and
exemplary behavior, participates in the
sewing and needlework club of the
"Barkamol Avlod” children’s school in the
district in her spare time.

She is improving her practical and
theoretical knowledge by learning the
subtle secrets of Ctailoring, design and
Fine art from her teacher Mahfuza
Ubaidullayeva.

The works of the young talent in the
genres of still life, portrait, miniature,
dress sketches combining nationalism
and modernity were published in school
wall newspapers and exhibitions were
organized.

- Reflecting the colors of life in the
picture gives the artist a special beauty
and pleasure. Each color represents an
image of life: Fascination.

In addition Eo painting, our peer is also
interested in design and sewing.
Young people like MaFtuna, who are an
example to their peers with their talent
and excellent grades, have a clear goal
and a bright Future.

Jakhangir NOMOZOV

B | - || -+ F
The importance of silence is amazing,

Something can be said even without words.

The secret of peace is hidden even in noise,
It is silence that shows us the truth of

conscience.

Mind is the temple of thoughts,

Knowledge is hidden in the depths of silence.

To understand those waves of thoughts,
This is possible only in the depths of silence.

That's why silence is so important,
Expresses thoughts calmly and clearly.
Therefore, we should remember the
importance of silence,

The truth of one’s soul is known without
words.

The importance of silence is wonderful and
proFound,
Without words, this is the way to express it.
Thoughts have inherent beauty,
Only through silence are we able to open our
souls.

Poet - Anurag Upadhyay.

Bio -

My name is Anurag Upadhyay, | am interested
in licerature. | love reading and writing poems,
stories, ghazals. | am a student, | am very
pleased to be a co-author of this book, |
am very grateful to all who provided me
Ehis opportunity? | am very thankFul to my
parents, my sister, my God, my teachers, that
they have made me worthy of being with and
in Front of you all today.

Country - India
State - Madhya Pradesh
City - Morena

New Year

Now the arrow is at the timer,
Piercing the time’s cover,
Eager to complete its perimeter,
As if by chance, sudden or quicker.

Mo doubt, it was naot an easy year,
But it went around the bend,
And something new then,
Time has brought us by the river.

The past, everyday, they linger,
Even shadow of sorrouw, we'll remember,
Ue'll Eake best with us, not just better,

And we will carry it into the Future.

There is music in the new year,
Like a highway leads to Fate in there,
And who will hear and go Further?
That will Find in itself, the new year.

WHAT IS CHRISTMAS

What is Christmas?
Tell me please!
Just way happy

To increase?

What is Christmas?
| want know!

Is it season
Full of snow?

What is Christmas
For you Friend?
This is something
Never end!

What is Christmas?
We all know
Play important
For us role!

Alexander Kabishev
Konstantinovich (K. AK) poet and writer, an artist of a
new direction in literature and art - choism. Volunteer
journalist of the magazine "POET", active participant
and director of the magazine at the Foundation "LIFE
LINE OF EVERY CHILD", Founder and head of the
international creative and cultural project "DEMO
GOG", editor-in-chief of the magazine "HUMANITY",
author of the collection of short stories "NIGHTMARE",
collection of poems "DANCE OF POETRY", the novel
"RED CORAL". Curator and organizer of collections of
modern prose and poetry "SILICON AGE"™ (2 volumes),
the collection "UWHISPER IN THE WIND*, the First
Russian-Vietnamese collection "DAUJN", the First
Russian-Serbian collection "FRIENDSHIP”. Director of
a documentary about the charity "ECLF™. Founder and
mentor of the world record project - HYPERPOEM.
Member of the Russian Union of Writers. The leader
of the youth movement of the Russian Union of
Writers. Member of the Writers’ Union of North
America. Winner of the 3rd degree of the international
literary award "Not a day without a line”. Co-author
of many collections and publications in magazines and
online media. A number of his author’s works have
been translated and published in Spanish, Arabic, IEalian,
Vietnamese, French, English, Hindi, Portuguese, Serbian,
Greek, Tagalog and other languages (Russia, the city of
St. Petersburg).
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I1&M Partners With MITI Alliance To Support Schools
Tree Planting Programme
Tree planting Project aims to engage 4,000 students to tackle climate change

Worth Noting:

. Michael Waiyaki,
the CEO of Miti Alliance
said the programme will
also educate youths on
the role that indigenous
species, soil and water
play in combating the
climate crisis.

. “Inspiring the
youth to nurture their
connection with nature
and their communities
stands at the heart of
our mission. With the
collaborative support

of the I&M Foundation,
we are dedicated to
empowering the next
generation with essential
environmental aware-
ness, a fundamental tool
in our collective effort

to effectively combat
climate change,” empha-
sized Waiyaki.

I&M Partners With MITI Alliance To Support Schools Tree Planting Programme.

The 1&M Foundation has partnered
with Miti Alliance on a Schools tree
planting project in ten public primary
schools located in Kiambu County.

The project is being implemented in
ACK Karura, Gikambura, Kamangu,
Kanjeru, Karura Ka Nyungu, Nachu,
Njumbi, Riu Nderi, Thirime, and
Thogoto Model Primary Schools.

The endeavour will focus on empow-
ering and equipping 4,000 school-go-
ing children with knowledge, skills,
and understanding of climate change
issues with a target of growing one
hundred high-value trees per school,
specifically fruit and indigenous
trees, which are well adapted to their
environment and are integral to the
function of an area’s ecosystem.
Commenting on the programme,
James Gatere, the Head of I&M
Foundation noted, “Cultivating a sus-
tainable future begins with nurturing
young minds, just as from a seed, a
mighty tree grows. The resolute ded-

ication of the I&M Foundation to
the Schools Greening Program rep-
resents a valuable investment in both
environmental sustainability and the
education of the Earth’s future custo-
dians.”

He added, “In addition to supporting
the growing of trees, I&M Founda-
tion through this partnership, is incul-
cating a culture of tree growing in the
learners which would enable them to
thrive as environmental champions in
future.”

The Programme entails creating ar-
boretum spaces (a garden where many
different types of trees are grown) in
the schools by engaging learners in
environmental awareness programs
over a period of two years. To support
the tree-growing initiative, the 1&M
Foundation also donated 10,000 litre
water tanks to each school complete
with piping, and guttering. They also
sponsored the construction of stands
for the tanks.

Michael Waiyaki, the CEO of Miti
Alliance said the programme will
also educate youths on the role that
indigenous species, soil and water
play in combating the climate crisis.
“Inspiring the youth to nurture their
connection with nature and their
communities stands at the heart of
our mission. With the collaborative
support of the [&M Foundation, we
are dedicated to empowering the next
generation with essential environ-
mental awareness, a fundamental tool
in our collective effort to effectively
combat climate change,” emphasized
Waiyaki.

At a handover ceremony for the wa-
ter tanks, the Chair of the Board of
Management of Riu Nderi Primary
School Canon Muriu said “We ap-
preciate the great and noble gesture
by the 1&M Foundation and Miti
Alliance who presented to the school
a 10,000 litre water tank on top of a
previous donation of trees and plant-

ing exercise of the same”.

He added, “We look forward to sus-
taining this great relationship and
pray that the partnership grows to
higher levels.”

Environmental Conservation and Ed-
ucation are two of I&M Foundation’s
pillars, primarily achieved through
implementing partners to instill the
values of conservation and sustain-
able natural resource management
within communities neighboring ed-
ucational institutions. The Founda-
tion’s primary beneficiaries are chil-
dren and youth within these learning
institutions, with a core objective of
encouraging and fostering conserva-
tion practices and the sustainable uti-
lization of natural resources.
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Jobs And Avoid Blames

By: Eric Wanjala
O @themtkenyatimes

Three state owned institutions in-
cluding Kenya Broadcasting Corpo-
ration (KBC), National Construction
Authority and National Drought Au-
thority were yesterday turned back
by the National Assembly commit-
tee on national cohesion and equal
opportunity, v. 1q for presenting
documents that had no signatures
from the accounting officers who are
CEO:s.

According to the committee Chair
Hajji Yusuf MP for Mandera East the
documents were not authentic due
to parliamentary procedure that re-
quires document ownership through
signatures from the executive officer
of an institution.

“ Parliament requires that docu-
ments tabled Infront of a commit-
tee must be signed ,since the house
is a house of records and integrity
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Marginalized Ethnic Groups Called To Apply For State

Nyeri Town MP Duncan Mathege

we therefore require the accounting
officer to own the document tabled
here, due the fact that the committee

has the powers on issuing a ruling
same to a Judiciary court” Stated
Hon Hajji.

Among the issues the committee
were interrogating is on equality in
matters of employment especially
Youth, women and people living
with disabilities (PWDs), Ethnicity
distribution on government space
and Procuring of tenders for the spe-
cialized group.

Nyeri Town Member of Parliament
Duncan Mathege disputed claims
that only two tribes are the ones who
have benefited from the National
Share on employment and tenders
by quoting the National Cohesion
Act 2012 that says no organization
in the country can have more 30%
share give to one ethnic community.
“The Issue that the Kenya Kwanza
Government has only offered job
opportunities to one or two com-
munities is hot air and I would refer
my friends from opposition putting
allegations to go to court of law or
have a session with the National in-
tegration commission or amend the
current laws on National cohesion
which can be done at the National

Assembly where the opposition are
still members” Said Hon Mathenge
MP Nyeri Town.

However the procurement Laws
calls for Women Youth and People
living disability to be given 30%
of tender issuance, a matter which
according to head of KPLC most
people in the said group don’t ap-
ply since the requirements call for
intense engineering skills. And on
Employment most ethnic groups
especially with the least number of
representations don’t apply for po-
sition a matter that has pushed for
sensitization especially to the mar-
ginalized groups

Kajiado North MP Onesmus Ngo-
goyo requested the Kenya power
CEO who appeared at the committee
to table the list of KPLC employees
which has sparkled alot of questions
from the public and workers whom
have been working as causal work-
ers for more than 6 years.

1G, DCI Boss Summoned Over Abduction Of Nairobi
County Employee

By: Ruth Wamboi

The Inspector General of Police
Japheth Koome and the Director of
Criminal Investigation Mohamed
Amin have been summoned to ap-
pear in court physically on Monday
20th November 2023 over the al-
leged abduction of a Nairobi county
employee.

Justice Chacha Mwita ordered the
two to appear in court and explain
the whereabouts of Osman Khalif a
personal assistant to Nairobi Coun-
ty Governor Johnson Sakaja who is
said to have been kidnapped at Sarit
Centre on Friday 10th November
2023.

The Judge’s orders came after Law
Society of Kenya President Eric
Theuri, lawyers Dancun Okatch and
Oringo Waswa representing Osman
Khalif informed the Judge that the

orders issued by the court seeking to
have him or his abductors brought to
court have not been complied with.

Justice Mwita has also ordered Sa-
faricom PLC limited to produce car
tracking records of abductors’ vehi-
cle.

According to the LSK, Osman who
is an employee of Nairobi County
was abducted a week ago while in
the company of his wife who was
left at the parking at Sarit Centre in
Nairobi.

Elsewhere, eight fraudsters have
been arraigned in court for attempt-
ing to defraud Omid Kharkhaneh of
36000 US dollars (Ksh 5.4 million)
on the pretence they would facilitate
the transfer of 4 trillion US dollars.

The eight were also found with pos-
session of three military boots, two
jungle green trousers, two military
jacket, two Angola shorts resem-
bling Administration Police Service
uniform, without written authority
from Inspector General of Police.



Sat & Sun, November 18-19, 2023 | The Mt. Kenya Times

Paradigm Initiative Set to Launch 4th Short Film On
Human Rights Day, Screens Films At Web Summit

By: John Kariuki
O @themtkenyatimes

Paradigm Initiative’s (PIN’s) fourth
short film is set for release on 10th
December 2023, in honour of this
year’s Human Rights Day and the
75th Anniversary of one of the
world’s most groundbreaking global
pledges, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UDHR).

The movie is inspired by findings
of the organisation’s annual Londa
2022 report, which provides insight
into the state of digital rights and
inclusion across 24 African coun-
tries. Like preceding projects, the
short film will provide exposure to
some key aspects raised in the report
and sensitise the public on how the
issues affect them and the need for
advocacy.

The organisation’s short films were
screened at the just concluded 2023
Web Summit held in Lisbon, Por-
tugal from, 13th to 16th November,
2023. The event attracted more than

70,000 individuals and enterprises
redefining the tech and digital indus-
try.

Paradigm Initiative, which is a lead-
ing pan-African organisation, has re-
leased films inspired by the findings
of its annual reports on the state of
digital rights and inclusion.

The films, titled Training Day, Fo-
cus and Finding Diana, have all been
key to the organisation, which raises
awareness and initiates meaning-
ful conversations on topical issues
plaguing the digital rights and inclu-
sion ecosystem in Africa.

Training Day, the first of the short
films is based on Paradigm Initia-
tive’s 2019 Digital Rights in Africa
report. It features the story of Jude,
whose quest for work takes an un-
expected turn. His first day at a tech
firm takes an unprecedented turn,
leaving him in a deep moral dilem-
ma.

Focus tells the story of Mark, a
budding young man who works for
an enterprise facilitating financial
pay across Africa. Caught up in his
world and nonchalant about happen-

ings around him, he soon experienc-
es first-hand the dark side of internet
shutdowns, censorship, surveillance,
and cyberattacks. He learns the
benefit of advocating for others, re-
gardless of personal interest in their
cause. The short film is inspired by
the 2020 Londa report.

Based on the findings of the Londa
2022 report, Finding Diana is about
Aisha Cooker, a 28-year-old journal-
ist who stumbled upon a collection
of personal data belonging to mil-
lions of citizens, including a gover-
nor she is investigating. In her quest
for a better society, Aisha exposes
the official, a move that puts her life
in danger.

Screened at various events and
platforms, PIN’s short films have
received extensive feedback from
viewers and critics alike, who have
cited the creativity, relevance, and
impact they possess. The short films
have also received multiple acco-
lades and awards, with the latest be-
ing a Bronze recognition for Finding
Diana at the 2023 Summit Creative
Awards.

CIRCUIT LOUNGE PRESENT

MYR-NBO HIGHWAS

A NEXT TO RIVA FETRO STATION

EXCESEIVE COMEUMPION OF ALCOHOL IF HARMEUL TO YOUER. HEALTH [THONOT PORSRARD TO UNDER ACE OF 1 BYE.

.

The Kenya National Highways Author-
ity has issued a traffic alert over the sub-
merged road at Kwa Kadzengo area, be-
tween Mtwapa and Kilifi after metre deep
waters were reported.

In its advisory, the authority stated that
the flooding that was occassioned by the
ongoing heavy rains across the country,
that has rendred the road impassable.

It advised motorists to exercise restraint
and caution, as they wait for the water
levels to recede before traffic returns to

KENHA Urges Motorists
To Be Cautious After Road
Submerges Between

Mtwapa And Kilifi

normalcy.

It however assured that the new road
which is currently under construction will
be 1.5 metres higher than the existing
one, with 4 1,200mm twin Culverts to be
installed to balance water levels on both
sides of the road.

Several homes in parts of Mombasa have
been destroyed following flooding in the
coastal city triggered by ongoing rains in
the region.



By: Our Reporter
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The Bar Hotels & Liquor Traders
Association Of Kenya (BAHLITA)
has raised the alarm over several
amendment bills being introduced
in counties that they say will kill the
alcoholic beverages sector and harm
the hospitality sector as a whole.
Addressing members of the press
through a joint statement at a Nai-
robi hotel the lobby group noted
that Alcoholic Drinks Control Bills
introduced in the county assemblies
like Nyeri and Meru so far would
negatively affect the sector.

The Bill in Nyeri is titled, The Nyeri
County Alcoholic Drinks Control
Bill, 2023 and is now undergoing
public participation. A similar Bill
is set to be introduced in the Meru
County Assembly the statement
reads.

Both bills are based on a model Bill
developed with the backing of Depu-
ty President Rigathi Gachagua, who
has been leading the fight against al-
coholism in Kenya, with a focus on
the Mt Kenya region.

Bar operators however argued that
the proposed law is overzealous and
overreaching and will kill rather than
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Simon Njoroge, National chairman of the National Bar Owners (Left) and Boniface Gachoka Secretary General ( 2nd Right)

during a press briefing to protest against the various Alcoholic Amendments Bills being mooted in the counties..

control a sector that employs thou-
sands of people in the country.

They pointed out that proposed ban
on transportation of alcohol using
boda-bodas, transportation at night
and the further restriction on bar
opening times as amounting to an
onslaught on the sector.

The bar owners have also vowed
to go to court to protest against the

Nairobi County Government’s move
to double the license fees to sell al-
cohol in the capital city introduced
via the 2023 Finance Act assented to
by Governor Johnson Sakaja.

The lobby group (Bahlita) argues
that the majority of the contentious
provisions in the county bills run
counter to the existing Alcoholic
Drinks Control Act at the national

level popularly known as the Mu-
tutho Law.

“We have been angered by Saka-
ja here in Nairobi because of the
increase in license fee despite the
public participation. The result will
be an increase in the consumption
of illicit alcohol because of the re-
strictions on formal alcohol, and this
leads to loss of jobs,” said Bahlita

secretary Boniface Gachoka.

Bahlita said it was apprehensive
that public participation in the coun-
ties could be used to meet the re-
quirement on paper without any real
impact on the proposed law.

The bills seek to restrict the sale
of alcohol to take home, introduce
alcohol-free zones, and restrict the
sale of alcohol by wines and spirits
shops outside designated areas and
in hotels. They also seek to bar the
sale of alcohol to “intoxicated per-
sons” but the operators and other
players argue that the provision is
vague as judging whether a person is
intoxicated is not accurate.

The bills also seek to ban adver-
tising of alcohol by painting or
decorating buildings on the outside
as well as on digital or mobile plat-
forms, both of which are common in
the alcoholic beverages sector.

It would also restrict alcohol sales
by supermarkets to between 5 pm
and 9 pm and in hotels and lodgings
and members’ clubs to between 1 pm
and 11 pm.

Distributors would also be restrict-
ed to making their deliveries to bars
between 9 am and 6 pm and will be
required to establish depots in every
sub-county they are licensed to dis-
tribute.

Businesswoman Ann Njeri To Face MPs Over Sh17bn Oil

Saga

By: Capital Correspondent

The Departmental Committee on
Energy in the National Assembly
has summoned businesswoman Ann
Njeri Njoroge to appear before it on
November 22, 2023, to provide fur-
ther information on the Sh17 billion
oil saga.

The committee wants Njeri to,
among other things, furnish details
about ownership, including docu-
mentation proving that she is the le-
gitimate owner of the 100,000 met-
ric consignment.

Njeri, represented by her lawyer
Cliffee Ombeta, has since confirmed
her intention to attend the hearing
while maintaining that the consign-

ment belongs to her.

Both Njeri and the Ministry of
Energy have staked a claim to the
consignment, and the upcoming
parliamentary hearing is expected
to unveil more details regarding the
still puzzling mystery.

Energy Cabinet Secretary Davis
Chirchir and the Kenya Ports Au-
thority (KPA) have revealed that
Ann is not the true owner of the
oil consignment, alleging she used
forged documents to assert owner-
ship.

“The consignees and their respec-
tive portions of the bulk cargo are
listed in the Manifest submitted by
the Ship’s Agent and KPA confirms
that M/s Ann’s Import and Export
Enterprises Limited is not one of the
manifested consignees,” KPA Board
Chairman Benjamin Tayari said.

A

Ann Njeri Njoroge, the businesswoman involved in the Sh17 billion oil saga/COURTESY.

A




Sat & Sun, November 18-19, 2023 | The Mt. Kenya Times

Use Of Modern Technologies And Interactive Methods In
Teaching And Learning The Language Of English

By: Teshaboyeva Barnokan
O @themtkenyatimes

Worth Noting:

. Listening to stu-
dents, interactive methods
play an important role in
the development of skills
such as reading and writ-
ing. What are the methods
of intervention in us? The
question arises. ”Interac-
tive the term” in English
means “interactive”, and

» <

“inter”-“reciprocal” and:

act”-action, effect. ”Inter-
activity” is - a two-person
activity.

. In this process, it is
based on two human con-
versations or teacher-stu-
dent interactions. The main
goal of the interflow meth-
ods is the learning process.
Active, of the reader by
creating the most favorable
situations for the process,
keeping a free plug creates
an environment for him to
be attracted to work, his
interests.

Use Of Modern Technologies And Interactive Methods In Teaching And Learning in Uzbekistan.

il

[

Annotation

This article provides students with
information on the science of inhibi-
tion-language through innovative tech-
nologies and interflow methods and
arousing interest in English languages.

Keywords

Teaching the English language is an
interactive method, a method of logical
sequence, and the methods of E.S.A and
K.W.L to speak, write, read, and listen.

After the independence of our country,
interest in learning foreign languag-
es increased and many opportunities
were created for young people. Today,
as there are major changes in education
in the world, the demand for foreign
languages is growing in our country.
In particular, the interest of students in
learning English is higher than in other
foreign languages.

At the initiative of our President, En-
glish is widely studied in all fields of
education. In past centuries, the meth-
od of grammatical pronunciation and
conscious comparison has been used in
the promotion of foreign languages. If,
in our modern country, the use of new
innovative technologies is established.
In today’s developing world, techniques
are also growing rapidly.

Based on language learning, the stu-
dent learns science in requirements and
communicates freely with grammati-

cal knowledge of English. To do, it is
very important to be able to declare an
independent opinion. Organization of
English lessons using modern methods
and innovative technologies is very im-
portant.

Listening to students, interactive
methods play an important role in the
development of skills such as reading
and writing. What are the methods of
intervention in us? The question arises.
“Interactive the term” in English means
“interactive”, and “inter”-“reciprocal”
and: act”-action, effect. ”Interactivity”
is — a two-person activity.

In this process, it is based on two hu-
man conversations or teacher-student
interactions. The main goal of the in-
terflow methods is the learning pro-
cess. Active, of the reader by creating
the most favorable situations for the
process, keeping a free plug creates an
environment for him to be attracted to
work, his interests.

No student will be left out in the pro-
cess. He heard, he saw, will be able to
freely express opinions on what they
know. It will be very effective to master
the lesson during interactively sessions.
In interactively training, students will
be able to spend more time on inde-
pendent research; further strengthening
of new information obtained lays the
groundwork.

It is important for students to form
skills such as listening, falling, reading,

writing, and speaking through interac-
tive methods. Below are some recom-
mendations for the use of interactive
methods among students in English
lessons.

K W L- I know. I want to know, I
learned. After the lesson in this meth-
od begins, students are asked what they
know and what they want to know.

E S A — Engage, study and activate.
This method focuses on the develop-
ment of oral communication skills in
English by students working in pairs or
in groups.

Role-play-roll game. This method al-
lows us to do speech, play and educa-
tional activities at the same time. Stu-
dents play different roles in English. In
this game, students learn to speak En-
glish fluently, and through this, English.
His interest in will increase

Logical sequence method- logical se-
quence = sequence. In this method,
students are given a dialogue or text
reading first. Oxir completion is left to
the readers, and this text or dialogue is
told on the basis of a logical sequence.

As we have seen, each innovative tech-
nology has its own unique aspects. All
of these types of methods make students
and teachers collaborative and help
make lessons more quality and fun.

This means that the use of innovative
methods in English lessons will help to
consolidate the logical figurative abil-
ities of the students. Teaching English

to students through interactive methods
and this technologies in them to learn
the language in the topic of knowledge,
skills, serves to generate skills.
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*Real Madrid midfielder Eduardo Camavinga suffered knee ligament damage while training with the

French national team, the club said on Friday.

Real Madrid’s Camavinga Suffers
Knee Ligament Damage

France’s midfielder Eduardo Camavinga (L) leaves the pitch next to France’s head coach Didier Deschamps during a

training session in Clairefontaine-en-Yvelines on November 15, 2023 as part of the team’s preparation for upcoming
UEFA Euro 2024 football tournament qualifying matches. (Photo by FRANCK FIFE / AFP).

AFP

Real Madrid midfielder Edu-
ardo Camavinga suffered knee
ligament damage while training
with the French national team,
the club said on Friday.

Camavinga, 21, suffered the in-

jury in his right knee on Wednes-
day as he trained with his France
teammates for Euro 2024 qualifi-
ers and then returned to Spain for
scans that revealed the extent of
the problem.

“Following tests carried out to-
day it has been diagnosed that

Camavinga has torn the lateral
collateral ligament in his right
knee,” Real Madrid said in a
statement. “Further develop-
ments are awaited.”

Real did not immediately say
how long he would be sidelined
for, but serious knee ligament in-

juries tend to require months to
heal.

Camavinga has become a key
part of Real’s lineup this season
and is seen as one of the play-
ers the Spanish giants will build
around for the future, alongside
20-year-old English midfielder
Jude Bellingham.

On Thursday, France had an-
nounced that the 13-times capped
international had a “sprained
right knee”.

He was replaced by Nice’s Khe-
phren Thuram for the final two
Euro 2024 qualifiers against Gi-
braltar in Nice on Saturday and
Greece in Athens on Tuesday.

Group B leaders France are
already through to next year’s
tournament in Germany.

Camavinga joined Real Madrid
in 2021 from Rennes and extend-
ed his contract until 2029 in ear-
ly November with coach Carlo
Ancelotti praising his versatility
as he played in more than 100
matches in all competitions.

Since his arrival in Madrid he
has won the Champions League,
a Club World Cup, a European
Super Cup, La Liga, the Copa del
Rey and the Spanish Super Cup.
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*Everton have been docked 10 points after breaching Premier League financial rules, the English top
flight announced on Friday.

Everton Deducted 10 Points After
Breaching Premier League Financial

Rules

AFP

Everton have been docked 10
points after breaching Premier
League financial rules, the English
top flight announced on Friday.
The league referred Everton to
an independent commission in
March for an alleged breach of
its profitability and sustainability
rules (PSRs).

Clubs are allowed to lose a maxi-
mum £105 million ($130 million)
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over a three-year period or face
sanctions.

The punishment, the biggest
sporting sanction in the competi-
tion’s history, leaves Everton 19th
in the table.

The Premier League said in a
statement: “The club admitted it
was in breach of the PSRs for the
period ending season 2021/22 but
the extent of the breach remained
in dispute.

“Following a five-day hearing
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last month, the commission de-
termined that Everton FC’s PSR
calculation for the relevant pe-
riod resulted in a loss of £124.5
million, as contended by the Pre-
mier League, which exceeded the
threshold of £105 million permit-
ted under the PSRs.

“The commission concluded that
a sporting sanction in the form of
a 10-point deduction should be
imposed. That sanction has imme-
diate effect.”

Everton issued a statement say-
ing they were “shocked and disap-
pointed by the ruling”, announc-
ing their intention to appeal.
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Flights, Buses, Trains; All Roads Leads To Lusaka
Zambia For The Mighty Zikomo Africa Awards

By: Paula Otukile
Gaborone, Botswana

€
Worth Noting:

. This year the
event shall be better and
more organized as the
improvement comes
with analysis and ref-
erendum after the past
two year’s event.

. The Instagram
and Facebook media
extension has seen the
event growing to attain
more followers and
entries as the voting
system required more
mobilization on social
media.

. The glitz and
glamour expected is of
top notch considering
the A Listers who have
joined the beautiful
event this year.

. The Continent
unite on the courtesy
call arranged none oth-
er than Daniel Blessing-
ton who is the founder
of Zambia zikomo
awards.

The race of becoming a
winner of Zikomo Africa
awards comes to an end
tomorrow as the winners
shall be announced in a cer-
emonial Grande final award
event in Lusaka, Zambia.
Mlungishi  International
conference center will be
the place to be tomorrow
as the stars, musicians,
models, makeup artists, ac-
tors, writers, film producers
shall be meeting to find out
the winner of the third edi-
tion of the Zikomo Africa
Awards.

This year the event shall be
better and more organized
as the improvement comes
with analysis and refer-
endum after the past two
year’s event.

The Instagram and Face-
book media extension has
seen the event growing to
attain more followers and
entries as the voting system
required more mobilization
on social media.

The glitz and glamour ex-
pected is of top notch con-
sidering the A Listers who
have joined the beautiful

event this year.

The Continent unite on the
courtesy call arranged none
other than Daniel Blessing-
ton who is the founder of
Zambia zikomo awards.
Kenya, Botswana, Tanza-
nia, South Africa, Ango-
la, Malawi, Mogambique,
Namibia, Congo, Zambia,
Zimbabwe, Seychelles, Ga-
bon, Ghana, Eithopia, Nige-
ria, Bernin, and many other
African countries meet to-
day for tomorrow’s magnif-
icent event at Lusaka.

In a brief interview with
Botswana’s best author
nominee Ms Winani Mpa-
la Motsokono, on her way
to Zambia with Botswa-
na’s fashion models Dol-
ly Masiloamangwe and
Ayanda Chingwenyana
the excitement could not
be contained, our reporter
also talked a day before to
Vannesa Katia the Mogam-
bique musician who is due
to fly 17 November 2023 at
12 noon to Zambia, she was
excited and anticipated the
best at the awards ceremo-

ny.
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18 November 2023

New Mulungushi International
Conference Center. Lusaka, Zambia
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