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Under pressure from the Cabinet to slash migration to the UK, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
is � ghting to honour his pledges but has failed so far. His popularity has hit rock bottom 
within his ruling Tory Party as the country su� ers from several crisis.

$1 USD | £1 | €1 DiasporaglobalSAT-FRI: 30 Dec 2023 - Jan 5, 2024

� is year has been rocky for many Britons who have faced turbulent 
times :

Unful� lled promises, verbal Battle of Britain 
rages on as the immigration policy boat rocks
2023 THE YEAR THAT WAS – FULL OF INTRIGUE, 
GAFFES, VOLATILE POLITICS, LAUGHTER AND TEARS

Au revoir, Sahel: Did 2023 crush France’s in� uence in Africa?

As the hazy winter sun sets on 
the United Kingdom tomor-
row and the curtains come 
down on 2023, it’s time to 
look back at some of the most 
signi� cant issues of this year’s 
good, bad and ugly days – 
and predict the ones that will 
mark the year ahead.
While many a�  uent people 
will see the year out with cel-
ebrations, cocktails and tanta-
lising midnight feasts costing 
over £80 a head, the same can-
not be said of those struggling 
for survival.
Britain is a society of haves 
and have-nots.
� is year has been rocky for 
many Britons who have faced 

Last week, the French embassy in Ni-
ger sent a letter to its sta�  announc-
ing it would be shutting its doors and 
ending diplomatic services in the 
West African country. Simultane-
ously, the last set of French troops in 
the country boarded � ights out from 
Niamey.

� e letter marked the � nal straw in 
France’s long tumble from grace in 
Africa as relations with its former 
colonies – collectively known as 
“Francafrique” – deteriorated to a 
new low this year.
� e former colonial power, which 
sees itself as a military power in the 

region and has intervened militarily 
in the troubled Sahel, faces growing 
anti-French sentiments across the 
region.
Although Paris still maintains a 
military presence in Cote d’Ivo-
ire, Senegal, Gabon, Djibouti, and 
Chad, many see 2023 as the year that 

marked a signi� cant shrinking of 
France’s hold on its African allies.
Here’s a timeline of France’s 2023 in 
Africa.

turbulent times as the coun-
try bu� eted in the choppy 
waters of murky politics and 
a wobbly economy, sparking 
resentment. 
A majority of people at the 
grassroots believe this was 
a year of anxiety, tensions, 
and stress exacerbated by the 
seemingly never-ending cost-
of-living crisis, escalating en-
ergy costs, job losses, and lit-
tle hope of a solution ahead.
Simply put, life in the UK 
keeps getting increasingly 
di�  cult for millions of people 
facing issues that the current 
Government is taking its own 
time to solve or cannot be 
bothered to solve.
If the UK, like Bhutan, had 

Battle of Britain 
Britain is a society of haves and have-nots
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� e � rst condition for success is to set goal

Felix Tshisekedi 
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what Ukraine says is Russia’s biggest 
missile bombardment
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Twenty-� ve-year-old Nao-
mi Iwelu is now settled, liv-
ing in a room in the centre 
of Catania, Sicily. Here she 
recounts the robberies, be-
trayals and rape she experi-
enced on her journey from 
Benin, Nigeria.
It was her mother’s death, 
four years a� er her father’s, 
that prompted Naomi to 
quit school and leave Benin 
in 2018. As the eldest of six 
children, all now orphans, 
continuing her education 
beyond secondary school 
was an impossibility.
“We couldn’t a� ord the ex-
penses to continue my stud-
ies,” Naomi tells Al Jazeera, 
“so I started working in 
bars, restaurants and clean-
ing.”
However, the family’s liv-
ing conditions deteriorated. 
Leaving Nigeria to start a 

new life in Europe became 
an ever more considered 
option.
“I got in touch with a friend 
who was living in Libya at 
the time,” she says. “We had 
attended the same school, 
but we had lost contact with 
each other. I found her con-
tact on Facebook. She was 
the one who convinced me 
to leave Nigeria and said 
that she would help me to 
do so.”
Naomi was told the trip 
would cost about 4,000 eu-
ros ($4,370), far more than 
she could raise.
“I asked my boyfriend at 
the time for money to help 
my sister. I lied to him,” she 
says. “� at’s how I sent the 
money to my friend in Lib-
ya, and that’s how the jour-
ney started.”
She set out as part of a group 

organised by the contact her 
friend had provided. Today, 
she struggles to remember 
the number of people, only 
that there were “a lot”.
“We spent two weeks in the 
desert,” she recalls. “� ere 
was barely any water for 
us, and many things hap-
pened.”
Prompted for details, Nao-
mi becomes silent, speaking 
volumes.
Eventually, she arrived 
in Tripoli, Libya’s capital, 
where she stayed for six 
months, � nding cleaning 
work in a local man’s house.
One day on returning home, 
Naomi found two local men 
waiting for her.
“� ey were holding a knife. 
� ey threatened me and 
asked for money. But I did 
not speak Arabic well. I 
did not understand. � en 

they ordered me to undress. 
� at’s how they both raped 
me,” she says.
Despite the experience, 
Naomi had no option but 
to continue her work, even-
tually raising the money for 
her passage to Europe.
“� e journey was extremely 
hard. � ere were many of 
us in a rubber dinghy,” she 
says, describing how she 
had been sick throughout 
the crossing.
A� er reaching Lampedusa, 
the Italian doctors who ex-
amined her told her she was 
pregnant.
“I didn’t know I was preg-
nant. It was so painful for 
me,” she says. “I wanted to 
study, and for that, I had to 
get [an] abortion. I didn’t 
want the baby.”
Naomi was eventually able 
to secure an abortion, and 

now, having graduated from 
an Italian school, she works 
in a restaurant a few steps 
away from Via Etnea, Cata-
nia’s central street.
She remains in regular con-
tact with her family in Ni-
geria and sends them what 
money she can. “I miss them 
a lot, but I don’t want them 
to make the same journey 
as me and experience what I 
experienced,” she says.
� is article is the � � h of a 
� ve-part series of portraits 
of refugees from di� er-
ent countries, with diverse 
backgrounds, bound by 
shared fears and hopes as 
they enter 2024. Read the 
� rst, second, third and 
fourth parts here.   

Source: Al Jazeera

‘� ey ordered me to undress’: From Nigeria to 
Italy, surviving rape

[Omar Houssien/Al Jazeera]

Worth
Noting:

• “I got in touch 
with a friend who was 
living in Libya at the 
time,” she says. “We had 
attended the same school, 
but we had lost contact 
with each other. I found 
her contact on Facebook. 
She was the one who con-
vinced me to leave Nigeria 
and said that she would 
help me to do so.”
• Naomi was told 
the trip would cost about 
4,000 euros ($4,370), far 
more than she could raise.
• “I asked my boy-
friend at the time for 
money to help my sister. 
I lied to him,” she says. 
“� at’s how I sent the 
money to my friend in 
Libya, and that’s how the 
journey started.”

By: Pierluigi Bizzini
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
..............................................

Naomi Iwelu was able to reach Italy but not before enduring unimaginable trauma and violence
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� e Role Of Digital Information Technologies In 
� e Implementation Of Cashless Plastic Cards In 
Banks

TECH

Abstract: � e article con-
tains a number of points 
regarding the analysis of the 
implementation of cashless 
settlements in commercial 
banks of Uzbekistan.

Keywords: Plastic cards, 
digital technologies, mo-
bile banking, SMS-banking, 
Bank-Client, retail banking 
services, banking system.

Enter. Currently, the pro-
cess of opening plastic cards 
to customers is quickly pre-
pared by commercial banks 
in our country through 
modern (EISA) programs.

� e main part
In the conditions of � nan-
cial globalization, the com-
petition between banks to 
attract large corporate cli-
ents has increased, and the 
market of banking services 
in Uzbekistan is becoming 
one of the promising areas 
of ensuring bank income 
and competitiveness. 
At the moment, retail ser-
vices occupy a special place 
in the market of banking 
services, and they are mainly 
aimed at satisfying the pop-
ulation’s demand for � nan-
cial and banking services. It 
is known that retail banking 
services are distinguished by 
a number of features; in par-
ticular, individuals are the 
main consumers, although 
the volume of transactions is 
small, costs are higher com-
pared to corporate banking 
services, and services are 
aimed at meeting personal 
requirements. 
� e President of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan Shavkat 

Mirziyoyev Miromonovich 
stated in his address to the 
Oliy Majlis that “wide im-
plementation of digital tech-
nologies in the activities of 
banks will be in the center of 
our attention.” 
� e volume of retail banking 
services provided by com-
mercial banks of our Repub-
lic is increasing year by year. 
� e number of deposits in-
tended for the population 
is increasing, the volume 
of transactions with plastic 
cards is increasing, and the 
practice of issuing consum-
er and mortgage loans is im-
proving.
Resolution 2751 of the Pres-
ident of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan dated February 
2, 2017 “to further encour-
age the development of the 
cashless settlement system, 
to meet the needs for plastic 
cards, terminals and related 
equipment, as well as non-
bank transfer of funds spe-
cial attention is focused on 
reducing turnover
� e decision of the Pres-
ident of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan “On addition-
al measures for the further 
development of the cashless 
payment system based on 
plastic cards” No. PQ-433 of 
August 3, 2006 is provided 
at the beginning of the sec-
ond letter of paragraph 1 to 
extend the period of validity 
of customs privileges until 
January 1, 2020.
Bank microprocessor plas-
tic cards, manufacturers of 
payment terminals, process-
ing centers of retail payment 
systems are e� ective from 
imported raw materials, 
consumables and compo-

nents, so� ware tools and 
licenses for the production 
of plastic cards, terminals, 
ATMs, infokiosks and other 
equipment. or ensure strict-

ly targeted use and calcula-
tions using them, develop 
them in the future. 

Lapasova is the daughter of 

Marguba Zakir is a Student 
of the Jizzakh branch of the 
National University of Uz-
bekistan

Worth
Noting:

• Resolution 2751 of 
the President of the Re-
public of Uzbekistan dated 
February 2, 2017 “to further 
encourage the development 
of the cashless settlement 
system, to meet the needs 
for plastic cards, terminals 
and related equipment, as 
well as non-bank transfer of 
funds special attention is fo-
cused on reducing turnover
• � e decision of the 
President of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan “On additional 
measures for the further 
development of the cashless 
payment system based on 
plastic cards” No. PQ-433 of 
August 3, 2006 is provided 
at the beginning of the sec-
ond letter of paragraph 1 to 
extend the period of validity 
of customs privileges until 
January 1, 2020.

Lapasova Marguba Zakir

By: Lapasova Marguba Zakir 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

..............................................
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I HAVE THE RIGHT TO LIVE LIFE MY WAY…

Burundi’s leader hits out over gay rights and aid

Life is so full of fun and laughter and 
troubles…
Everyone has their basket of prob-
lems
Some � ght them bravely and win 
their right to smile
Others drown in their sorrows, 
sinking to depths of depression  
Count me out of those who get de-
pressed…
I want to be di� erent…
I have the right to smile and laugh at 
all these times
Flutter my wings of happiness like a 
free bird
I have the right to live and savour 
every moment…
All for myself
I have the right to think the way I 
want to…
No one to stop me
No one to pull me back from the 
gates of joy
I have the God-given the right to 
dream my dreams, 
To ful� l my cherished desires…
I have the right to try my best to do 
my best…
Yes, I have the right to live for myself
To smile under the clear blue sky, 
watching the clouds � oating inde-

pendently,
I have the right to spread my wings 
and � y out to happiness, joy and the 
world that takes me under its wing. 
I have the right to live and savour 
every moment…
No one to stop me
Hold me back from the gates of free-
dom…

Kusum Singh, fondly known as ‘VIP’, 
is a 38-year-old career educationist 
and Arts and Cra� s teacher in Hary-
ana, India. She loves to dabble in 
poetry in her spare time. She is pas-
sionate about travelling, reading and 
dancing. She has a YouTube Channel 
on Solo Travel, which has a consid-
erable following at home and abroad. 

By: BBC

Burundi’s President Évariste Nday-
ishimiye has said that homosexuals 
in his country “should be stoned”.
Responding to a reporter’s question, 
Mr Ndayishimiye, a fervent Catho-
lic, said powerful nations “should 
keep” their aid if it comes with an 
obligation to give rights to homo-
sexuals.
Some African leaders have in the 
past accused donor countries of 
trying to impose their values on the 
continent.
Homosexual sex is illegal in Burun-
di, punishable by up to two years in 
jail.
In an interview with the BBC last 
month, Ghanaian Catholic Cardinal 
Peter Turkson said homosexuality 
should not be a criminal o� ence and 
people should be helped to under-
stand the issue better.
But his views are at odds with many 
conservative Christians on the con-
tinent. More than 30 African coun-
tries outlaw homosexual sex.
Talking to journalists at a press con-
ference, President Ndayishimiye 
used a Bible reference to say that 

God was opposed to homosexuality 
adding that it was no longer an issue 
in Burundi.
He had been asked about alleged 
pressure from Western countries for 
LGBT rights to be respected.
“For me, I think that if we � nd these 

people in Burundi they should be 
taken to stadiums and be stoned, 
and doing so would not be a crime,” 
he said.
Mr Ndayishimiye suggested that ho-
mosexuality was like “choosing be-
tween Satan and God”.

“If you want to choose Satan now go 
and live in those countries [in the 
West] and I think those who strive 
to go there want to acquire those 
habits, they should remain there and 
never bring them to us,” the presi-
dent added.

In a rare court case in August, seven 
people were sentenced to between 
one and two years in prison a� er 
they were found guilty of engaging 
in homosexual acts – a charge they 
denied.
Homosexual sex is also illegal in 
many other countries in the region, 
including in Uganda, which in May 
tightened its law further to include 
a possible death penalty for what is 
described as “aggravated homosex-
uality”. � is includes having gay sex 
with someone below the age of 18 
or where someone is infected with a 
life-long illness such as HIV.
� e fresh measures led the World 
Bank to halt new loans to Uganda 
and the US to pull Uganda out of 
a preferential trade agreement and 
impose visa restrictions on key of-
� cials.
Ugandan rights groups are currently 
challenging the law in the courts.
Ghanaian MPs are also considering 
a bill that would make identifying as 
LGBT punishable with a three-year 
prison sentence. People who cam-
paign for LGBT rights could also 
face up to 10 years in jail.

Burundi

Kusum Singh ‘VIP’ believes every woman is entitled to freedom and the right to enjoy life and that no one should be sup-
pressed or subjugated to unnecessary control.

President Ndayishimiye, a fervent Catholic, had been asked about LGBT rights at a press conference. Photo AFP

By: Kusum Singh ‘VIP’
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

..............................................
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Russia reopens embassy in Burkina Faso

� e 7th “Atoms Empowering Africa” online video 
competition launched by Rosatom

Russia has reopened its embassy in 
Burkina Faso a� er it was shut more 
than 30 years ago, o�  cials have said.
Burkina Faso was a close ally of for-
mer colonial power France, but has 
pivoted towards Russia since the 
military seized power in a coup in 
2022.
� e junta has expelled French diplo-
mats and has shut France’s military 
base in the country.
At the same time, it has been 
strengthening military and diplo-
matic ties with Russia.
France had condemned the coup in 
Burkina Faso, as well as in neigh-
bouring Mali and Niger.
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
announced plans to reopen the em-
bassy during the Russia-Africa sum-
mit in St Petersburg in July.
� e embassy was closed in 1992 as 
Moscow reduced its involvement in 
Africa following the end of the Cold 
War and the collapse of the Soviet 
Union.
� e embassy was reopened at a cer-
emony in Burkina Faso’s capital, 
Ouagadougou, Russia’s state-owned 
news agency Tass reported.
Russia has not yet named the head 
of the mission.
Russia’s ambassador to Ivory Coast, 
Alexei Saltykov, said he would head 
it until Mr Putin made an appoint-
ment, AFP news agency reports.
He described the West African state 
as “an old partner with whom we 
have solid and friendly ties”.
Under Mr Putin, Russia has made a 

huge push in recent years to regain 
in� uence in Africa.
Burkina Faso’s Defence Minister, 
Col Kassoum Coulibaly, held talks 
with his Russian counterpart Sergei 
Shoigu in Moscow last month, in the 
latest meeting between military o�  -
cials from the two countries.
Col Coulibaly said the talks had 
reached a “practical phase” as Burki-

na Faso’s army tried to strengthen its 
capabilities.
Along with Mali and Niger, Burkina 
Faso has been battling an Islamist 
insurgency.
Mali’s junta has called in Russia’s 
Wagner mercenary group to help 
� ght the militants while expelling 
French troops.
Burkina Faso’s junta has denied al-

legations, made last year by Ghana’s 
President Nana Akufo-Addo, that it 
too has brought in Wagner.
In other areas of co-operation, 
Burkina Faso signed a deal with 
Russia in July for the construction of 
a nuclear power plant to increase its 
energy supply.
Less than a quarter of the country’s 
population has access to electricity.

Last month, Russia also sent a team 
of doctors to help Burkina Faso deal 
with deadly outbreaks of dengue fe-
ver and chikungunya.

BBC

ROSATOM, the Russian state cor-
poration specializing in nuclear 
energy, is pleased to announce the 
launch of the seventh annual online 
video competition, “Atoms Empow-
ering Africa”.
� is competition, open to students 
and young professionals aged be-
tween 18 and 35, aims to ignite in-
terest in science and technology 
among African youth.
 Atoms Empowering Africa invites 
participants to create a short video 
on the “Bene� ts of Nuclear Energy 
in Africa” topic. � e jury of repre-
sentatives from wide range of re-
spected � eld organizations, such as 
AFCONE, Ethiopian Nuclear Expert 
Group, WIN Africa and others, will 

select three winning teams. � ese 
teams will be rewarded with a ful-
ly paid trip to Russia to experience 
world-renowned tourist attractions.
� e trip also includes visiting nucle-
ar facilities where they explore new 
technologies and learn more about 
their bene� ts for humanity and im-
proving the quality of people’s lives. 
Some other participants will be re-
warded with special prizes for their 
outstanding work.
“Nuclear energy holds immense po-
tential for Africa, o� ering numerous 
bene� ts for the continent’s sustain-
able development. By embracing 
nuclear technology, African coun-
tries can foster economic growth, 
create job opportunities, and drive 

innovation in various sectors, in-
cluding healthcare, agriculture, and 
industry. � e Atoms Empowering 
Africa competition serves as a plat-
form to raise awareness about these 
bene� ts and inspire the next gener-
ation of African scientists and en-
gineers to explore the potential of 
nuclear energy”, said Ryan Collyer, 
Chief Executive O�  cer of Rosatom 
Central and Southern Africa.
� e competition was � rst initiated 
in 2015, and since then, more than 
60 winners have received prizes, 
one-third of whom visited Russian 
nuclear facilities in Moscow, Sos-
novy Bor, Obninsk, Tomsk, Novov-
oronezh, and others. � e competi-
tion was featured in international 

and regional media such as Reuters, 
� e Guardian, AllAfrica, ESI Afri-
ca, Engineering News, � e Citizen, 
Business Report and others.
“Atoms Empowering Africa has be-
come a platform for young African 
talents to showcase their creativity 
and passion for science and technol-
ogy. ROSATOM strongly believes 
that the youth play a vital role in 
achieving the United Nations Sus-
tainability goals, speci� cally, in the 
� ght against climate change”, assert-
ed Ryan Collyer. “We are thrilled to 
continue supporting the develop-
ment of African youth and promot-
ing the bene� ts of nuclear energy 
through this competition”, he added.
If you are from the age of 18 to 35 
and interested in nuclear, create a 
short video on the topic “Bene� ts 
of Nuclear Energy in Africa”, taking 
into account the formal guidelines 
below, and send it to email atom-
sempoweringafrica@yandex.ru or 
by the link to the online submission 
form http://tinyurl.com/AtomsEm-
poweringAfrica
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 31 Jan-
uary, 2024
FORMAL GUIDELINES
An individual or a team of up to 3 
people may submit one application.
Video length is up to 75 seconds.
Both professional and smartphone 

videos are acceptable, but the vid-
eo quality must be at least 720p HD 
quality.
Video can be live-action or anima-
tion.
Video narration language is either 
English or features English subtitles.
� e name(s) of the creator(s) and 
the name of the university (if so) 
must be written in the � rst frame of 
the video.
� e video must be published on 
Facebook with no restrictions on its 
visibility for any Facebook visitors.
� e post must tag @RosatomAfri-
ca and @RosatomMENA Facebook 
page and contain hashtags: #Nucle-
ardoesntwastetime, #AtomsEmpow-
eringAfrica, #RosatomCompetition.
No copyright violations (all videos 
should be compliant with Copyright 
and Rules for posting Content set up 
on Facebook).
No harmful or o� ensive behav-
ior, discrimination of any kind. Be 
friendly and polite.
Applicants must submit their appli-
cations before the deadline to the 
email atomsempoweringafrica@
yandex.ru or by the link to the on-
line submission form http://tinyurl.
com/AtomsEmpoweringAfrica

KBC Digital

Empowering Africa

Burkina Faso’s military ruler Capt Ibrahim Traoré attended a Russia-Africa summit in July. Photo AFP
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Unful� lled promises, verbal Battle of Britain rages on as the 
immigration policy boat rocks
2023 THE YEAR THAT WAS – FULL OF INTRIGUE, 
GAFFES, VOLATILE POLITICS, LAUGHTER AND TEARS

Worth
Noting:

• Covid-19 made an 
unwelcome return, forcing the 
Government to o� er the sixth 
booster vaccine to vulnerable 
Britons. 
• People who discarded 
their masks are now strongly 
advised to mask up again to 
ensure it does not become a 
pandemic again.
• Britons can be stub-
born. � ey stopped wearing 
masks when the Government 
declared it was not necessary 
to wear them. � ey did not 
stop to think that it was not the 
Government diktat that forced 
them to mask up but common 
sense and self-preservation.
• Travelling on public 
transport, you can count the 
number of passengers wearing 
masks on � ve � ngers of your 
le�  hand – that’s it.
• � e Government 
of Rishi Sunak, which took 
power on 25 October 2022, was 
engrossed with its agenda of 
slashing immigration, over-
shadowing the other arms of 
the nation’s needs that received 
comparatively scant attention.

an Indicator of Happiness 
Levels instead of measur-
ing GDP, this country could 
have a low nadir of Happi-
ness. 
� e British Government 
would not risk measuring 
Happiness here because 
they know very well that 
they don’t have a prescrip-
tion for Happiness; they 
don’t even have the ingredi-
ents, moaned a Londoner. 
Remember Covid-19? 
Covid-19 made an unwel-
come return, forcing the 
Government to o� er the 
sixth booster vaccine to vul-
nerable Britons. 
People who discarded their 
masks are now strongly ad-
vised to mask up again to 
ensure it does not become a 
pandemic again.
Britons can be stubborn. 
� ey stopped wearing masks 
when the Government de-
clared it was not necessary 
to wear them. � ey did not 
stop to think that it was 
not the Government diktat 
that forced them to mask 
up but common sense and 
self-preservation.
Travelling on public trans-
port, you can count the 
number of passengers wear-
ing masks on � ve � ngers of 
your le�  hand – that’s it.
� e Government of Rishi 
Sunak, which took power 
on 25 October 2022, was 
engrossed with its agenda of 
slashing immigration, over-
shadowing the other arms 
of the nation’s needs that re-
ceived comparatively scant 
attention.
� e Government had its 
share of failures, forcing 
critics to accuse Prime Min-
ister Rishi Sunak of incom-
petence.
� eir preoccupation with 
Sunak’s � ve-point Tory 
agenda, which sought to 
slash net migration using 
the Rwanda Asylum Poli-
cy to deport paperless mi-
grants, created tensions.
It was also the money the 
Government had paid some 
£240 million to � nance its 
Rwanda Policy, deporting 
asylum seekers some 4,000 
miles away in the bowels 
of Africa to a country with 
a bloody past and genocide 
that slaughtered 800,000 
Rwandese. 
� e former Home Secre-
tary Suella Braverman was 
sacked because of profound 
di� erences with the Prime 
Minister, who, in the public, 
appeared to support Brave-
man. But behind the closed 
doors of Downing Street, 

there was a yawning di� er-
ence in their policies.
Suella’s sacking widened the 
gap between the le�  and 
right wing of the Tory Party. 
Critics claimed a plot was 
underway to oust Rishi Su-
nak from Downing Street 
and instal a right-wing Tory 
face, probably Suella Braver-
man or a close ally.
Former Home Secretary 
Priti Patel’s name was also 
mentioned in the media as 
among those who criticised 
Sunak’s Government. 
Patel was in former Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s 
cabinet, and along with him, 
she was the architect of the 
� rst Rwanda Asylum Pol-
icy discredited agreement 
signed in Kigali in 2022  that 
the Supreme Court in Lon-
don threw out because of 
human rights issues.
Sunak picked up the pieces 
of that tattered pact and res-
urrected the Rwanda Agree-
ment, which Suella’s succes-
sor, Home Secretary James 
Cleverly, signed in Kigali 
this year.
Sunak believed that his ver-
sion had bypassed the Su-
preme Court’s objections, 
but it led to further contro-
versy. 
Even though he won the 
Parliamentary vote by a 
mere 44 votes, declaring 
Rwanda a safe place to send 
UK asylum seekers, the pact 
still faces legal challenges. 
� e opposition had to criti-
cise the agreement, but Su-
nak’s Immigration Minister 
Robert Jenrick resigned, 
saying the agreement was 
not tough enough. 
Braverman wrote a scathing 
letter to Sunak accusing him 
of failures in ful� lling his 
declared immigration con-
trol policy.
Critics said she was prob-
ably building a right-wing 
platform to oust Rishi from 
Downing Street. Even when 
she returned to the back 
benches, Suella continued 
criticising Sunak’s immigra-
tion policy.
Bickering within the ruling 
party is never a good reci-
pe. It happened with Boris 
Johnson, who was le�  in 
limbo when his party mem-
bers dumped him, and Liz 
Truss followed. 
Liz Truss also saw an end 
to her 44-day rule in almost 

Sacked...former Home Secretary Suella Braverman was shown the door by Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak recently leading to a major reshu�  e. Photo Courtesy.

Downing Street in London, where everything from resignations, ga� es and policy decisions are 
taken,

James Cleverly was appointed the Home Secretary to replace Suella Braverman, but his ga� es are 
taking the better of him, leading to demands for his sacking.  Photo Twitter.
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immigration policy boat rocks
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Worth
Noting:

• Critics claimed 
a plot was underway to 
oust Rishi Sunak from 
Downing Street and instal 
a right-wing Tory face, 
probably Suella Braver-
man or a close ally.
• Former Home Sec-
retary Priti Patel’s name 
was also mentioned in 
the media as among those 
who criticised Sunak’s 
Government. 
• Patel was in for-
mer Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson’s cabinet, and 
along with him, she was 
the architect of the � rst 
Rwanda Asylum Policy 
discredited agreement 
signed in Kigali in 2022  
that the Supreme Court 
in London threw out 
because of human rights 
issues.
• Sunak picked up 
the pieces of that tattered 
pact and resurrected 
the Rwanda Agreement, 
which Suella’s successor, 
Home Secretary James 
Cleverly, signed in Kigali 
this year.
• Sunak believed 
that his version had 
bypassed the Supreme 
Court’s objections, but it 
led to further controversy. 

the same way when Tory 
party members ganged up 
on her. 
Suella and Jenrick’s depar-
tures gave a fresh headache 
to Rishi Sunak, who was al-
ready struggling to keep the 
party together. 
Added to Sunak’s headaches 
is the ga� e-prone new Home 
Secretary James Cleverly, 
who, his critics say, earns 
the unwelcome reputation 
of a motor mouth.
UK-based Le�  Foot For-
ward, an online newsletter, 
has compiled a dossier of 
James Cleverly’s ga� es with 
examples.
� e minister appeared to 
forget his new job title in the 
� rst blunder since becoming 
home secretary. Speaking 
at the Association of Police 
and Crime Commissioners 
and National Police Chiefs 
Council joint summit on 16 
November, the former for-
eign secretary said: “I want 
to feel that you can speak 
with me and my team at the 
Foreign… Old habits die 
hard,” as the audience broke 
out in laughter.
In an interview with the 
BBC’s Charlie Stayt, the 
Home Secretary squirmed 
when he was pressed about 
whether he had described 
the Government’s contro-
versial Rwanda scheme as 
‘batshit.’
Labour’s Yvette Cooper 
made the claim in the Com-
mons following the Supreme 
Court’s torpedoing of the 
Government’s contentious 
deportation plan. When 
pressed about the comment 
by Stayt, Cleverly tried to 
de� ect from the question by 
describing the story as “Par-
liamentary theatre.”
In the run-up to the local 
elections in May, govern-
ment ministers were told to 
get out on the doorsteps to 
‘turbocharge’ the Tory elec-
tion plan. � e then-foreign 
secretary did that and was 
keen to share his campaign-
ing e� orts online. 
But in one promotional clip, 
the minister failed to pro-
nounce the name of the lo-
cal Conservative candidate 
he was with then and ade-
quately forgot where they 
were, having to be prompted 
by the candidate. 
� e election campaign vid-
eo went viral and was blast-
ed as one of the worst social 
media clips ever tweeted by 
a cabinet minister.
During the media rounds 
following Liz Truss and 
Kwasi Kwarteng’s mini-bud-

get, the then-foreign sec-
retary was interviewed by 
Sky News. Attempting to 
pin the fallout over the bud-
get on anyone but the Gov-
ernment, Cleverly told Kay 
Burley it was the fault of La-
bour’s “negative narrative.” 
In another awkward mo-
ment in the same interview, 
Cleverly had to be reminded 
about the Bank of England’s 
intervention to ‘save our 
economy.’ � e intervention 
was made a� er Truss and 
Kwarteng’s mini-budget sent 
the markets into freefall.
As Truss was under growing 
pressure to clarify her posi-
tion on the welfare system, 
Cleverly added fuel to the 
� re by telling BBC Break-
fast that the public should 
expect an announcement on 
bene� ts policy “in the early 
part of next year,” despite 
expectations that the PM 
would unveil her plan in a 
matter of weeks.
� e BBC later revealed the 
cabinet minister had report-
ed he “misspoke” during 
the exchange, and his rev-
elations about a policy an-
nouncement date were in-
correct.
� e recent blunder was 
unforgivable in the eyes of 
Cleverly’s critics, leading to 
an outcry and calls for his 
resignation. It took Sunak 
an uncomfortable time to 
say he had con� dence in his 
Home Secretary.

Tight � nances forced bargain hunters to be on the lookout for low-priced, end-of-the-range goods. 
Photo SHAMLAL PURI

Hundreds of Docters took to the streets to demand pay raises 
as the National Health Service services were hit hard with thou-
sands of cancelled appointments.

Winter of discontent...a placard during workers’ union strike 
in London says it all about the pay crisis in the National Health 
Service. Photo SHAMLAL PURI

� e elderly and the vulnerable received their sixth Covid-19 booster vaccine amid fears that the 
dreaded disease had returned to the UK. Photo Courtesy. SHAMLAL PURI
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Tshisekedi re-elected DR Congo president as 
opposition calls vote a ‘farce’

Felix Tshisekedi wins a landslide victory to secure a second term in election the opposition has labelled a 
‘farce’.

DR Congo 

� e Democratic Republic 
of Congo’s (DRC) Presi-
dent Felix Tshisekedi won 
re-election with more than 
70 percent of the vote, the 
country’s election commis-
sion has announced.
� e preliminary results of 
the December 20 election 
were announced in the cap-
ital, Kinshasa, on Sunday 
amid demands from the 
opposition and some civil 

society groups for the vote 
to be rerun due to massive 
logistical problems that put 
the validity of the outcome 
into question.
Businessman Moise Katum-
bi � nished behind Tshise-
kedi with 18 percent of the 
vote.
Martin Fayulu, a former oil 
company executive, received 
5 percent, while Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Denis Muk-

wege, a physician renowned 
for treating women brutal-
ised by sexual violence in 
eastern DR Congo, got less 
than 1 percent.
� e election had over 40 
percent turnout, with some 
18 million people voting. 
� e results will be sent to 
the constitutional court for 
con� rmation, election chief 
Denis Kadima said.
Opposition candidates op-

posing the results have two 
days to submit their claims, 
and the constitutional court 
has seven days to decide.
� e � nal results are expect-
ed on January 10, and the 
president is scheduled to be 
sworn in at the end of that 
month.

Opposition labelled elec-
tion a ‘farce’

� e DR Congo has a histo-
ry of disputed elections that 
can turn violent, and many 
of its citizens harbour little 
trust in the country’s insti-
tutions.
Before the results were an-
nounced Sunday, opposi-
tion candidates, including 
Katumbi, said they rejected 
the results and called on the 
population to mobilise.
� e logistical problems in-
cluded many polling sta-
tions either opening late or 
not opening at all. Materi-
als were sometimes lacking, 
and many voter cards were 
rendered illegible due to 
smudged ink.
Voting in the election had to 
be extended into a second 
day, something local observ-
ers and civil society organi-

sations have deemed illegal, 
and parts of the country 
were still casting ballots � ve 
days a� er election day.
“If a foreign country con-
siders these elections to be 
elections, there’s a problem,” 
Fayulu said at a news confer-
ence in the capital on Sun-
day before the results were 
announced.
“It’s a farce, don’t accept [the 
results].”
Earlier this week, confron-
tations broke out between 
supporters of Fayulu and 
police o�  cers.
Tear gas was deployed as 
protesters, who were throw-
ing rocks and barricading 
themselves inside the oppo-
sition headquarters, clashed 
with law enforcement.

Source: Al Jazeera and news 
agencies

Worth
Noting:

• � e DR Congo has a 
history of disputed elections 
that can turn violent, and 
many of its citizens harbour 
little trust in the country’s 
institutions.
• Before the results 
were announced Sunday, 
opposition candidates, 
including Katumbi, said 
they rejected the results and 
called on the population to 
mobilise.
• � e logistical prob-
lems included many polling 
stations either opening late 
or not opening at all. Mate-
rials were sometimes lack-
ing, and many voter cards 
were rendered illegible due 
to smudged ink.
• Voting in the elec-
tion had to be extended into 
a second day, something 
local observers and civil 
society organisations have 
deemed illegal, and parts of 
the country were still casting 
ballots � ve days a� er elec-
tion day.
• “If a foreign country 
considers these elections to 
be elections, there’s a prob-
lem,” Fayulu said at a news 
conference in the capital on 
Sunday before the results 
were announced.

DR Congo President Felix Tshisekedi waves to his supporters a� er casting his ballot inside a polling station in Kinshasa [File: Mosa’ab Elshamy/AP]

Leading opposition candidate Moise Katumbi, a millionaire businessman, addresses supporters at 
a rally in Kinshasa [File: Samy Ntumba Shambuyi/AP]

By: Al Jazeera and news agencies
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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immigration policy boat rocks
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Worth
Noting:

• Suella and Jen-
rick’s departures gave a 
fresh headache to Rishi 
Sunak, who was already 
struggling to keep the 
party together. 
• Added to Sunak’s 
headaches is the ga� e-
prone new Home Secre-
tary James Cleverly, who, 
his critics say, earns the 
unwelcome reputation of 
a motor mouth.
• UK-based Le�  
Foot Forward, an online 
newsletter, has compiled a 
dossier of James Cleverly’s 
ga� es with examples.
• � e minister ap-
peared to forget his new 
job title in the � rst blun-
der since becoming home 
secretary. Speaking at 
the Association of Police 
and Crime Commission-
ers and National Police 
Chiefs Council joint 
summit on 16 Novem-
ber, the former foreign 
secretary said: “I want to 
feel that you can speak 
with me and my team at 
the Foreign… Old habits 
die hard,” as the audience 
broke out in laughter.

James Cleverly, while at-
tending a private reception 
at Downing Street,  joked 
about spiking his wife’s 
drink with a date-rape drug 
hours a� er announcing a 
crackdown on the growing 
epidemic of spiking wom-
en’s drinks. Using this drug 
induces women to be sedat-
ed during a date and women 
to be raped. 
He told a group of female 
guests at the Prime Minis-
ter’s o�  ce that “a little bit 
of Rohypnol in her drinks 
every night” was “not really 
illegal if it’s put only a little 
bit”,
His joke went a little further, 
laughing, that the secret to a 
long marriage was ensuring 
your spouse was “someone 
who is always mildly sedat-
ed so she can never realise 
there are better men out 
there.”
Later,  his spokesman said it 
was an ironic joke, but the 
damage was done.
� is led to his immediate 
calls for his resignation.
� e national daily, � e Mir-
ror, did not see anything 
funny about Cleverly’s com-
ment. Even though what is 
discussed at such receptions 
is usually kept under wraps, 
the newspaper revealed the 
story exclusively as it was in 
the public interest.  
Amid this, and struggling 
for survival, the Govern-
ment paid scant attention to 
other British needs. 
Pollsters reached out to read 
the pulse of the Britons and 
the issues that were ignored. 
Statistica, the global re-
searchers’ group empower-
ing people with data • In-
sights and facts across 170 
industries and 150+ coun-
tries with trending statistics, 
has come out with interest-
ing information on the UK 
through its reliable sources.
In  December 2023, 55 
per cent of British people 
thought that the economy 
was one of the country’s top 
three issues, compared with 
44 per cent who thought 
that health was one of the 
top three issues. 
Health is also a major is-
sue for people in the UK. 
� e share of people seeing 
health as a top three issue in 
January 2023 was the high-
est since the Omicron wave 
of COVID-19 the previous 
winter. 
Sta�  ng problems and in-
creased demand for services 
have plunged the National 
Health Service (NHS) into 
a deep crisis, possibly the 

worst since its creation in 
the 1940s. Due to these on-
going problems, the econo-
my and health will remain 
the main issues for Britons 
throughout 2023.
Doctors have gone on a 
second strike this year to 
demand wage increases 
that the Government refus-
es to pay. � ey allege that 
the NHS system is so over-
stretched, making them 
work so hard that they are 
burnt out. 
NHS sta�  leave in signi� -
cant numbers, starving the 
sound medical care system.
� ere are already 1.3 mil-
lion cases that will not be at-
tended to during the strike, 
adding to the 3 million such 
previous cases built into the 
system.
People who were diagnosed 
way back in 2019 are still 
waiting for surgeries. 
� e ongoing Cost of Liv-
ing Crisis a�  icting the UK, 

driven by rampant in� ation, 
is one of the main concerns 
of Britons in 2023. 
Households in the United 
Kingdom have experienced 
a signi� cant fall in living 
standards since late 2021. 
As of January 2023, 92 per 
cent of UK households re-
ported that their cost of 
living had increased com-
pared with a year earlier. In 
the same month, 67 per cent 
of households had experi-
enced monthly increases in 
their cost of living, down 
from a peak of 91 per cent 
in the Summer of 2022. � e 
families in question mainly 
attributed this increase to 
higher food, electricity, and 
fuel costs. � e crisis is even 
more acute for the poorest 
UK households, which typi-
cally spend a higher propor-
tion of their income on food 
and housing costs. Based on 
forecasts from the Autumn 
Budget of 2022, real house-

hold disposable income in 
the UK will fall by 4.3 per 
cent in the 2022/23 � nancial 
year, the biggest fall in living 
standards since the mid-
1950s, when this data was 
� rst produced.
Although the UK economy 
returned to growth in 2021 
and avoided high levels of 
unemployment, in� ation 
has reached levels not seen 
for decades. In October 
2022, the CPI in� ation rate 
reached 11.1 per cent and 
was not expected to fall be-
low the Bank of England 
target of two per cent until 
at least 2024. While wages 
are growing, they are not 
keeping up with these rapid 
price rises, with regular pay 
falling by 2.6 per cent in No-
vember 2022 when adjusted 
for in� ation.
� e war in Ukraine has also 
exacerbated in� ation woes, 
particularly in food and en-
ergy, the two sectors driving 
much of the high in� ation. 
Among the most concern-
ing issues arising from the 
war in Ukraine, 60 per cent 
of people in the UK ranked 
its impact on the cost of 
living as a top three issue, 
second only to the threat of 
nuclear war. Energy pric-
es, in particular, are hitting 
UK households hard, espe-
cially following an increase 

in the energy price cap (a 
mechanism to limit what 
suppliers charge per unit of 
energy) in April 2022. With 
an additional hike in the 
price cap expected in Octo-
ber, UK households will feel 
even more pressure heading 
into winter. As of May 2022, 
approximately 67 per cent 
of UK adults also thought 
Brexit was making living 
costs higher, with � ve per 
cent believing it was making 
them lower.
In May 2022, the UK gov-
ernment announced a series 
of support packages to help 
deal with the crisis. All UK 
households received a £400 
energy bill grant in the au-
tumn, while around eight 
million low-income families 
received a £650 cost of living 
payment in two instalments. 
� ese continued in 2023.
Further measures include an 
extra winter fuel payment of 
350 pounds, an additional 
disability bene� t payment of 
150 pounds, and a £150  re-
bate on council tax in 2022. 
� ere is no guarantee these 
will continue.
Many, however, feel that the 
Government’s reaction to 
the crisis falls short, with al-

A lavish Christmas dinner that only the rich could a� ord. Many restaurants remained open during Christmas, hoping to 
attract customers out to celebrate Yuletide. Photo SHAMLAL 
PURI

Festive fun for those who can a� ord to jet abroad to celebrate 
the holiday season. Photo Courtesy

Plenty of stock but fewer buyers as the cost-of-living crisis hit 
the less better-o�  Britons, Photo SHAMLAL PURI

� e April strike by doctors caused a lot of disruption to one of 
the world’s best health systems, the National Health Service
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February: French troops 
pull out of Burkina Faso
Following the departure of 
its 4,500-strong Operation 
Barkhane force from Mali in 
August 2022, French troops 
also pulled out of neigh-
bouring Burkina Faso this 
February. � eir quiet exit 
on February 18 came a� er 
the military-led government 
in Ouagadougou called for 
French troops stationed in 
the country to leave in Janu-
ary, proposing a withdrawal 
timeline of just four weeks.
Relations between Paris and 
Ouagadougou had soured 
since the coup that brought 
Captain Ibrahim Traore into 
power in 2022. � roughout 
the year, Ouagadougou an-
nounced several partner-
ships with Russia – which 
is stepping into the spaces 
France has vacated – in-
cluding progress on a nucle-
ar power plant in Burkina 
Faso. In November, a Rus-
sian military aircra�  landed 
at the � omas Sankara air-
port, signalling the arrival 
of private mercenaries from 
the Wagner Group.
� e 400-man-strong spe-
cial forces under Operation 
Sabre in Burkina Faso was 
� rst deployed in 2009 to 
help � ght the violence that 
spilled over from neigh-
bouring Mali and that has 
seen thousands of Burki-
nabes displaced by armed 
groups like al-Qaeda. Pro-
testers in Ouagadougou had 
repeatedly claimed French 
troops were ine� ective in 
� ghting the rebels and called 
for their departure before 
the o�  cial ultimatum came.

March: Mali sanctions 
French media
In March, the Malian gov-
ernment suspended French 
media from operating in the 
country as relations between 
the two governments – al-
ready tense since August 8, 
2020, when the military gov-
ernment of Colonel Assimi 
Goita overthrew the France-
backed President Ibrahim 
Boubacar Keita – deteriorat-
ed further.
State-run French media out-
lets RFI and France 24 were 
sanctioned for allegedly air-
ing false reports regarding 
the humanitarian situation 
in the country. Weeks later, 
in April, the suspension was 
escalated to a de� nitive ban 
by Mali’s media regulatory 
body.
Journalist associations as 
well as international human 
rights organisations con-
demned the move. “� ese 

suspensions are the latest in 
a string of actions curtailing 
press freedom and the free-
dom of expression in Mali, 
and come at a time when 
more, not less, scrutiny is 
needed,” said a spokesper-
son for Michelle Bachelet, 
the high commissioner of 
the United Nations Com-
mission for Human Rights 
at the time.
Malian troops, working 
with Russia’s Wagner mer-
cenaries, have been widely 
accused of arbitrary arrests 
and killings in their � ght 
against unrest in the coun-
try’s north. Media profes-
sionals in Mali describe an 
increasingly authoritative 
atmosphere in the country 
that has hindered their abili-
ty to report without bias.
In February, French jour-
nalist Benjamin Roger was 
arrested on arrival in Bama-
ko and expelled within 24 
hours a� er authorities said 
he did not have proper ac-
creditation.

July: Niger coup puts Paris 
and Niamey on stando� 
On July 26, a coup d’etat 
forced out Niger’s President 
Mohammed Bazoum, with 
General Abdourahamane 
Tchiani, chief of the presi-
dential guard, installed in 
his stead.
It was bad news for Par-
is which had increasingly 
focused on Niamey as a 
Sahelian anchor since its 
in� uence in Bamako and 
Ouagadougou dipped. Not 
only had some of the French 
troops exiting Mali in 2022 
been resettled in Niger, but 
France also had one of its 
biggest bases on the con-
tinent in the West African 
country. On July 29, Paris 
o�  cially suspended rela-
tions with Niamey.
When the regional ECOW-
AS bloc announced that it 
would militarily intervene 
to install Bazoum, Paris stat-
ed boldly that it would sup-
port such a move, despite 
warnings of a regional war 
from critics. � at interven-
tion did not happen in the 
end, but French authorities 
have continued their stand-
o�  with the military govern-
ment in Niamey, refusing to 
acknowledge its legitimacy, 
just like it had done in Mali 
and Burkina Faso.
Meanwhile, the United 
States and Germany, which 
also have military assets in 
Niger and which also ini-
tially condemned the coup, 
have signalled their willing-
ness to work with the mili-
tary government. ECOWAS 

too, has so� ened its stance, 
calling for a quick transition 
to civilian rule, rather than 
an immediate restatement of 
the deposed Bazoum.

September: France sus-
pends student visas
On September 18, France 
announced it would no lon-
ger issue new visas to stu-
dents coming from Mali, 
Niger and Burkina Faso and 
cited the degrading security 
relations with the West Af-
rican, military-led govern-
ments.
Although students already 
in France or with active vi-
sas were not a� ected, the an-
nouncement was a blow for 
those hoping to start their 
studies abroad or renew 
their visas. Some say they 
were meant to bene� t from 
French development aid in 
the course of their studies 
but those funds have also 
been cut o�  to the three re-
belling countries. Many pro-
spective students who have 
already started application 
processes say they are now 
in limbo.
� ousands of students 
from Francophone African 
countries study in France 
each year. More than 6,000 
come from Mali, Niger and 
Burkina Faso alone. In 2022, 
France issued student and 
trainee visas to 436 Nige-
riens to study in the country.
Visas for artists were sus-
pended too, amid claims 
that France is boycotting Af-
rican creatives as well.

December: G5 Sahel wob-
bles
On December 2, Niger and 
Burkina Faso announced 
their withdrawal from the 
joint force of G5 Sahel, a 
multinational military al-
liance founded to combat 

armed groups in the unsta-
ble Sahel region.
Created in 2014, the move-
ment was originally a 
� ve-nation bloc, with a 
counterinsurgency force 
backed by France added 
in 2017. But amid tense 
relations between France 
and the military-led trio 
of Burkina Faso, Mali and 
Niger, the alliance has wob-
bled, and critics say it has 
not been e� ective in restor-
ing lasting peace in the re-
gion.
“� e organization is failing 
to achieve its objectives,” 
Niger and Burkina Faso said 
in a statement. “Worse, the 
legitimate ambitions of our 
countries, of making the G5 
Sahel a zone of security and 
development, are hindered 
by institutional red tape 
from a previous era, which 
convinces us that our pro-
cess of independence and 
dignity is not compatible 
with G5 participation in its 
current form,” they said.
In May last year, Mali be-
came the � rst country to 
leave the group.
With Chad and Mauritania 
being the only countries le� , 
it is now uncertain if the G5 
can continue to exist. In a 
joint statement on Decem-
ber 6, the two countries said 
they “take note and respect 
the sovereign decision” of 
their withdrawing counter-
parts.
Meanwhile, Niger, Burki-
na Faso and Mali signed a 
mutual defence pact to cre-
ate the Association of Sahel 
States, to assist one another 
against external threats.

December: Niamey embassy 
closes, French troops pull 
out of Niger

France withdrew 1,500 sol-

diers stationed in Niger � ve 
months a� er the military 
seized power in Niamey, 
with one of its major de-
mands being the withdrawal 
of the French force.
On December 22, the Ni-
gerien army took control 
of French military bases in 
the country, as the last of 
France’s forces took their 
leave. � e move sealed pre-
vious withdrawals from 
Mali in 2022 as well as from 
Burkina Faso early this year 
and dealt further blows to 
France’s marred military 
reputation.
� at same week, the French 
embassy in Niamey shut 
down, claiming that it could 
no longer continue its ser-
vices unhindered a� er a 
blockade. In August, France 
at � rst refused to pull out 
its ambassador despite a 
48-hour ultimatum from 
the government. � e mili-
tary rulers then proceeded 
to block the entrance to the 
embassy. Ambassador Syl-
vain Itte eventually le�  in 
September.
On December 25, Nigerien 
authorities also announced 
they were suspending all 
cooperation with the Par-
is-based International Or-
ganisation of Francophone 
Nations, which seeks to 
promote the French lan-
guage. � e organisation had 
already restricted relations 
with Niamey following the 
July coup.
� e 88-member body, the 
military government said, 
was being “used by France 
as an instrument to defend 
French interests”.

Source: Al Jazeera
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Au revoir, Sahel: Did 2023 crush France’s in� uence 
in Africa?

Worth
Noting:

• In March, the 
Malian government sus-
pended French media from 
operating in the country as 
relations between the two 
governments – already tense 
since August 8, 2020, when 
the military government of 
Colonel Assimi Goita over-
threw the France-backed 
President Ibrahim Boubacar 
Keita – deteriorated further.
• State-run French 
media outlets RFI and 
France 24 were sanctioned 
for allegedly airing false re-
ports regarding the human-
itarian situation in the coun-
try. Weeks later, in April, the 
suspension was escalated 
to a de� nitive ban by Mali’s 
media regulatory body.
• Journalist associa-
tions as well as international 
human rights organisations 
condemned the move. 
“� ese suspensions are the 
latest in a string of actions 
curtailing press freedom 
and the freedom of expres-
sion in Mali, and come at a 
time when more, not less, 
scrutiny is needed,” said a 
spokesperson for Michelle 
Bachelet, the high commis-
sioner of the United Nations 
Commission for Human 
Rights at the time.

French President Emmanuel Macron (centre) and Foreign A� airs Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian 
(le� ) visit the troops of France’s Barkhane operation in the Sahel region in Gao, northern Mali, 19 

May 2017 [Christophe Petit Tesson/Reuters]

By: Shola Lawal
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Kindness

most half of UK adults saying they 
were “highly dissatis� ed” by the 
Government’s response. Actions 
people in the UK are taking to save 
money in the meantime include 
turning lights and other electronic 
devices o�  to save money, as well 
as eating out less. In the long term, 
people put o�  big purchases and 
generally spend less on clothing.
It is a forgettable 2023, but there is 
nothing better to look for in 2024 in 
the UK, even though this is an elec-
tion year.

� e Government will try to be more 
generous to woo voters by allowing 
extra bene� ts here and there, but 
once they are back in the saddle at 
Downing Street, and this is only if 
they are back, they will tighten their 
� nancial � sts.
� e Government is groaning under 
the weight of an
economic crisis and spreading its 
tax collection trap wherever it can 
collect money for the treasury could 
not be in good health.
It is imposing � nes on the slightest 
pretext, even in places where those 
who commit mild errors were le�  
o�  with a warning.
� e ticking economic time bomb 
is partially due to its generosity to-
wards Ukraine, which has sparked 
the country’s crisis. 
It has to tighten its generosity to 
Ukraine, as other  Western econ-
omies do, to ensure the British are 
a priority. � ey have to ful� l their 
needs, reducing the higher taxation 
burden. 

What is this world, asked the poet,
� e poet replied like this.
By the world is � eeting, love is love,
If that is the case, why don’t you go 
to a rich country?

Everything will stay, we earthlings 
will leave.
Mixed with a piece of soil.
Love remains, love remains,
A� er all, this soil did not invite any 
breed.
Only goodness remains in this 
world,

Always do good,
Because it is a good name.
Money is � eeting,
All that remains is a good name 
from us.

ABRAMAT FAYZULLOEV. Uni-
versity of Economics and Pedagogy 
Elementary student of the 2nd level 
of education. Member of the Youth 
Union of Uzbekistan. Republican 
Golden Wing Volunteer Movement. 
- member. Ambassador of inter-
national stability and peace, recip-
ient of the medal for international 
services, was born on June 1, 2003 
in Dehkanabad district of Kash-
kadarya region.
He received his primary education 
at general education school No. 10, 
and in 2021 he graduated from this 

school with preferential graduated 
with a certi� cate. With his initiative 
and ambition during school
Kamala and Kamalot are acting as 
school captains of YOIH because 
they stand out from their peers con-
ducted Due to his interest in history 
at school, he took a proud 2nd place 
from the district level to the region 
2022 University of Economics and 
Pedagogy in the � eld of primary 
education accepted to study on the 
basis of a contract. Several forms on 
the scale of the republic
“Legendary Youth” organized on the 
scale of the Republic on June 8-9-
10-11 or “time is old” Forum.

Poetry

ABRAMAT FAYZULLOEV

By: Shamlal Puri
Associate publisher 
& Senior Editor – UK                                                                                                                    
shamlalpuri4@gmail.com
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Unful� lled promises, verbal Battle of Britain rages on as the 
immigration policy boat rocks
2023 THE YEAR THAT WAS – FULL OF INTRIGUE, 
GAFFES, VOLATILE POLITICS, LAUGHTER AND TEARS

� is year was not good for many poor people who resorted to begging in the streets of London. Photo SHAMLAL PURI
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‘SUCCESS FORMULA’ - SUCCESS SCHOOL
Uzbekstan

As long as a person lives in 
this life, he certainly sets 
some goals for himself. 
� ese goals, whether big 
or small, should be worked 
towards. � e � rst condition 
for success is to set the right 
goal, and the next is to fol-
low the right path. Finding 
the right guide is the key 
to achieving any goal. � e 
right way for all those who 
aim to work on themselves, 
make the most of their time 
and knowledge, go interna-
tional and achieve great suc-
cess - the “Success Formula” 
course is complete. It is no 
exaggeration, in my opinion, 
to say that the great guides 
are skilled teachers Sitora 
Khazratova and Shakhrizo-
da Koziyeva.
       Project manager - Sito-
ra Khazratova was born on 
September 8, 1992 in Navoi 
region. Highly educated 
pedagogue, author of poetry 
books. Alison is a graduate 
of Advance Learning Inter-
active Systems Online Ire-
land, � e Open University 
(OU), a public research uni-
versity and the UK’s largest 
online university by student 
population. � e Republic 
of Kazakhstan is an o�  cial 
member of the “Double 
Wing” international creative 
foundation, and the hold-
er of the “For International 
Services” badge. Ambassa-
dor of “SPSC” organization 
of Great Britain. Graduate 
of Saylor Academy (USA), 

“Metropolitan School of 
Business and Management” 
(MSBM) (London) online 
courses. She was awarded 
the medal “Initiator of Sci-
ence” and “Intellectual Re-
searcher” held among the 
CIS countries.
Shakhrizoda Koziyeva, who 
achieved the status of teach-
er since she was a student, 
was born on January 1, 2000 
in Khorezm region. Awardee 
of state scholarships named 
a� er Navoi and Islam Kari-
mov, recognized as “Young-
est scientist” among the CIS 
countries, author of more 
than 70 scienti� c and pop-
ular articles, 2 monographs, 
3 teaching-methodical man-
uals and 1 creative book. 
Her creative works have 
been published in about 
100 international newspa-
pers, anthologies, republi-
can newspapers and maga-
zines. A graduate of “Shine 
Girls Academy”, an o�  cial 
member of international 
organizations of countries 
such as Egypt, Pakistan, In-
dia, Argentina, Kazakhstan, 
Kerala, the head of Khorezm 
region department of “Kosh 
Kyang” international cre-
ative foundation. Volunteer 
of the Portuguese “Human 
Right” organization, holder 
of the international “Cap-
tain of Good Works” title, 
founder of the “From Moses 
to Intelligence” project.
In spite of their young age, 
the teachers who have many 

achievements like the above 
founded the “Success For-
mula” course in order to 
share their knowledge with 
young people and teach 
them to follow the right path 
to their success, and in a 
short period of time, a large 
achieved results.
During the � rst two weeks, 
the participants of this 
course learned the secrets 
of writing journalistic and 
scienti� c articles from 
Shakhrizoda Koziyeva. It 
is said that every work has 
its own di�  culties. Writing 
is hard, but writing some-
thing from the heart is 
twice as hard. � e students 
of the course, who are tak-
ing their � rst steps towards 
article studies, also faced 
these di�  culties. But the re-
sponsible, so to speak, strict 
and demanding teacher 
Shakhrizoda Koziyeva prac-
tically proved to them that 
it is possible to write four 
journalistic and three scien-
ti� c articles, a total of seven 
articles, in just 2 weeks. 
� e students wrote the � rst 
article about their mothers, 
and the next about their 
teachers, and read it to them 
and received their bless-
ings. Shakhrizoda Koziyeva 
individually checked each 
article written by students, 
edited, corrected errors and 
shortcomings, worked with 
each student individually. At 
the next stage, Sitora Khaz-
ratova, who is a member of 

many international organi-
zations, taught how to study 
in international academies 
and obtain o�  cial certi� -
cates. � e participants of the 
course obtained such cer-
ti� cates consecutively with 
the help of the teacher. In 
particular, they studied at 
European “Great learning”, 
“UNICEF” and “Saylor” 
academies in various � elds. 
Tursunaliyeva Durdona, 
Ori� onova Gulzira, Ismai-
lova Nigora, Umirzakova 
Barno, Baratova Sevinch, 
Yo’ldasheva Komila, Olim-
boyeva Shakhzoda, Iskan-
darova Dilnoza, Ozodova 
Gulzira, Shokirkhanova 
E’zoza, Khojamiyorova Gul-
mira, Aminova Khurshida, 
Masharipova Muhayyo, who 
graduated from the 2nd sea-
son of the project. Students 
such as Otaboyeva Khusni-
ya, Rozikhan Adilzhanovna, 
Khusenova Gulrukh, Abdu-
jabborova Ezoza, Jumanaza-
rova Dilnoza not only en-
tered the international arena 
through this course, but 
also met new friends and 
exchanged creative ideas. 
Articles of young artists 
were published in many re-
publican newspapers and 
magazines and international 
magazines. In particular, the 
journalistic articles written 
by them were published in 
such magazines as “Kenya 
times”, “� e Diaspora times 
global”, “Namaste India” of 
India, “Raven Cage” of Ger-

many, as well as their scien-
ti� c articles were published 
in international scienti� c 
journals through Sitora 
Khazratova and indexed on 
o�  cial sites In addition, the 
students of the course had 
the opportunity to become 
members of the “Double 
Wing” international writer’s 
association, to publish their 
author’s books not only in 
Uzbekistan, but also in in-
ternational publishers. In 
short, the “Success Formula” 
has made a big di� erence 
in the lives of students who 
want to take steps towards 
their goals - in one month 
they can achieve the success 
that was only a dream be-
fore taking the course. � eir 
achievements were the � rst 
and main step in becom-
ing worthy of various state 
scholarships in the future, 
becoming a person envied 
by their peers and proud of 
their parents. � is project is 
a school of real leaders for 
those who aim to become 
real leaders in the future. 
Do you want to be a lead-
er? � en set big goals and 
achieve great success with 
the “Success Formula”!

Umirzakova Barno Akram-
ovna
“Formula for Success” season 
2 graduate.

Worth
Noting:

• In spite of their 
young age, the teachers 
who have many achieve-
ments like the above 
founded the “Success 
Formula” course in order 
to share their knowledge 
with young people and 
teach them to follow the 
right path to their success, 
and in a short period of 
time, a large achieved 
results.
• During the � rst 
two weeks, the partic-
ipants of this course 
learned the secrets of 
writing journalistic and 
scienti� c articles from 
Shakhrizoda Koziyeva. It 
is said that every work has 
its own di�  culties. Writ-
ing is hard, but writing 
something from the heart 
is twice as hard. � e stu-
dents of the course, who 
are taking their � rst steps 
towards article studies, 
also faced these di�  -
culties. But the respon-
sible, so to speak, strict 
and demanding teacher 
Shakhrizoda Koziyeva 
practically proved to them 
that it is possible to write 
four journalistic and three 
scienti� c articles, a total 
of seven articles, in just 2 
weeks. 

By: Umirzakova Barno Akramovna
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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� e central conference on 
work relating to foreign af-
fairs was held in Beijing from 
Wednesday to � ursday. Xi 
Jinping, general secretary 
of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of 
China, Chinese president 
and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, deliv-
ered an important speech at 
the conference.
In his speech, Xi systemat-
ically reviewed the historic 
achievements and valuable 
experience of major-coun-
try diplomacy with Chinese 
characteristics in the new 
era, elaborated on the inter-
national environment and 
historical mission of China’s 
external work in the new 
journey, and made compre-
hensive plans for China’s ex-
ternal work at present and in 
the future.
It was made clear at the con-
ference that since the 18th 
CPC National Congress, 
historic achievements have 
been secured, and historic 
changes have taken place in 
China’s external work on the 
great journey of advancing 
the cause of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics in 
the new era.
In the decade of the new era, 
China has opened up new 
prospects in major-country 
diplomacy with Chinese 
characteristics and gained 
much more strategic au-
tonomy and initiative in 
diplomacy, becoming a re-
sponsible major country 
with enhanced international 
in� uence, stronger capacity 

to steer new endeavors and 
greater moral appeal, the 
meeting said.
It was also pointed out at 
the conference that a range 
of valuable experiences has 
been gained in the new era 
of Chinese diplomacy. On 
major issues concerning 
the future of humanity and 
the direction of the world, 
China must take a clear 
and � rm position, hold the 
international moral high 
ground, and unite and rally 
the overwhelming majority 
in our world, according to 
the meeting.
� e meeting said China 
must advocate the spirit of 
independence, champion 
peaceful development, and 
promote global stability and 
prosperity.
� e meeting stressed fol-
lowing the � ne tradition 
and fundamental direction 
of China’s diplomacy while 
working progressively for 
innovation in both theory 
and practice, rejecting all 
acts of power politics and 
bullying, and vigorously de-
fending our national inter-
ests and dignity.
It was highlighted at the 
conference that on the new 
journey, major-country di-
plomacy with Chinese char-
acteristics will enter a new 
stage where much more can 
be accomplished.
� e conference urged great-
er focus on the central task 
of the CPC and the coun-
try, seeking progress while 
maintaining stability, break-
ing new ground while up-

holding fundamental princi-
ples, and � rmly safeguarding 
China’s sovereignty, security 
and development interests.
� e meeting stressed that 
China will explore new 
frontiers in its diplomatic 
theory and practice, foster 
new dynamics in the rela-
tions between China and the 
world, and raise the coun-
try’s international in� uence, 
appeal and power to shape 
events to a new level.
China will create a more fa-
vorable international envi-
ronment and provide more 
solid strategic support for 
building it into a great mod-
ern socialist country in all 
respects and advancing the 
great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation on all fronts 
through the Chinese path to 
modernization, according to 
the meeting.
It was pointed out at the 
conference that building a 
community with a shared 
future for mankind is the 
core tenet of Xi Jinping 
� ought on Diplomacy, and 
it is how China proposes to 
solve the questions of what 
kind of world to build and 
how to build it based on its 
deepening understanding 
of the laws governing the 
development of human so-
ciety.
� e notion re� ects the Chi-
nese Communists’ world-
view, perception of order 
and values, accords with 
the common aspiration of 
people in all countries, and 
points the direction for the 
progress of world civiliza-

tions, the meeting said, add-
ing that it is also the noble 
goal pursued by China in 
conducting major-country 
diplomacy with Chinese 
characteristics for the new 
era.

Promoting an equal multi-
polar world
In building a communi-
ty with a shared future for 
mankind, the goal is to build 
an open, inclusive, clean 
and beautiful world of last-
ing peace, universal security 
and shared prosperity, and 
the pathway is promoting 
global governance that fea-
tures extensive consultation 
and joint contribution for 
shared bene� t, the guid-
ing principle is to apply the 
common values of human-
ity, the basic underpinning 
lies in building a new type of 
international relations, the 
strategic guidance comes 
from the implementation 
of the Global Development 
Initiative, the Global Secu-
rity Initiative and the Global 
Civilization Initiative, and 
the platform for action is 
high-quality Belt and Road 
cooperation, the meeting 
said.
It was pointed out at the 
conference that given the 
series of major issues and 
challenges facing the world 
today, China calls for an 
equal and orderly multipo-
lar world and a universally 
bene� cial and inclusive eco-
nomic globalization.
To keep the progress toward 
greater multipolarity gener-

ally stable and constructive, 
the purposes and principles 
of the United Nations Char-
ter must be observed by all, 
the universally recognized 
basic norms governing in-
ternational relations must be 
upheld by all, and true mul-
tilateralism must be prac-
ticed, the meeting noted.
It is important to resolutely 
oppose the attempt to roll 
back globalization and abuse 
the concept of security, op-
pose all forms of unilater-
alism and protectionism, 
� rmly promote trade and in-
vestment liberalization and 
facilitation, overcome the 
structural problems hinder-
ing the healthy development 
of the world economy, and 
make economic globaliza-
tion more open, inclusive, 
balanced and bene� cial to 
all, the meeting said.
� e meeting demanded 
that China’s external work 
should serve the goals and 
missions of Chinese mod-
ernization and follow the 
principles of self-con� dence 
and self-reliance, openness 
and inclusiveness, fairness 
and justice, and win-win co-
operation.
Focusing on the theme of 
building a community with 
a shared future for mankind, 
China needs to strengthen 
strategic planning in sync 
with the changing times, 
deepen and improve our 
diplomatic layout, follow a 
problem-oriented approach 
and apply a systematic way 
of thinking, said the meet-
ing.
� e meeting stressed iden-
tifying the strategic tasks 
of Chinese diplomacy in a 
more multi-dimensional 
and comprehensive manner 
and acting with a stronger 
sense of historical respon-
sibility and a more vibrant 
spirit of innovation to make 
new headway in our ma-
jor-country diplomacy with 
Chinese characteristics.
Upholding fundamental 
principles and breaking 
new ground in China’s ex-
ternal work is the natural 
requirement of making new 
headway in its major-coun-
try diplomacy with Chinese 
characteristics on the new 
journey and providing a 
stronger underpinning for 
Chinese modernization, the 
meeting added.

Worth
Noting:

• � e meeting 
stressed following the 
� ne tradition and fun-
damental direction of 
China’s diplomacy while 
working progressively for 
innovation in both theory 
and practice, rejecting all 
acts of power politics and 
bullying, and vigorously 
defending our national 
interests and dignity.
• It was highlighted 
at the conference that on 
the new journey, ma-
jor-country diplomacy 
with Chinese characteris-
tics will enter a new stage 
where much more can be 
accomplished.
• � e conference 
urged greater focus on the 
central task of the CPC 
and the country, seeking 
progress while maintain-
ing stability, breaking new 
ground while upholding 
fundamental principles, 
and � rmly safeguard-
ing China’s sovereignty, 
security and development 
interests.
• � e meeting 
stressed that China will 
explore new frontiers 
in its diplomatic theory 
and practice, foster new 
dynamics in the relations 
between China and the 
world, and raise the coun-
try’s international in� u-
ence, appeal and power 
to shape events to a new 
level.

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the CPC Central Committee, Chinese president and chairman of the Central Military Commission, 
delivers a speech at the Central Conference on Work Relating to Foreign A� airs in Beijing, China. /Xinhua

Diaspora

By: CGTN
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Central conference on work relating to foreign 
a� airs held in Beijing
� e meeting said China must advocate the spirit of independence, champion peaceful development, and 
promote global stability and prosperity.
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At least 30 people have been 
killed in what Ukraine says 
is Russia’s biggest missile 
bombardment of the war so 
far.
More than 160 people were 
injured as Russia hit Kyiv, 
Odesa, Dnipropetrovsk, 
Kharkiv and Lviv in the ear-
ly hours of Friday morning.
Russia “used nearly ev-
ery type of weapon in its 
arsenal”, with homes and 
a maternity hospital hit, 
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky said.
Ukraine’s air force said it had 
never seen so many missiles 
launched at once.
Kyiv’s air defences have 
drastically improved in re-
cent months, but on Friday 
they were overwhelmed.
An Air Force spokesperson 
said Russia used hypersonic, 
cruise and ballistic missiles, 
including X-22 type, which 
are di�  cult to intercept. 
“We’ve never seen so many 
targets hit simultaneously,” 
he added.
� e air force said 114 of 158 
missiles and drones had 
been shot down.

Black smoke billowed from 
the di� erent blast sites. We 
headed to one which was a 
200-metre-long warehouse 
in Kyiv’s Podilskyy district, 
owned by a construction 
company. It had been com-
pletely hollowed out from 
the impact.
It’s a level of devastation 
only caused by a direct 
missile strike. For months, 
mostly falling debris caused 
the damage and loss of life 
that Ukrainians constantly 
fear. A bigger threat has now 
returned.
A few kilometres away, glass 
on one whole side of a sky-
scraper had been blown o�  
from the force of another 
impact. Smoke had started 
to darken the sky. It was a 
drive through Kyiv which 
we hadn’t made since the 
early days of the full-scale 
invasion.
Nine people were killed in 
Kyiv. A metro station that 
was acting as an air raid 
shelter was also struck.
Once again, it wasn’t just 
Kyiv picking up the pieces 
either. Authorities claimed 

more than 10 Iranian-made 
Shahed drones and 15 mis-
siles targeted the western 
city of Lviv, somewhere 
which has o� en been spared 
the worst of this invasion.
� e city of Konotop in Sumy 
Region, close to the coun-
try’s northern border, was 
also hit by a missile. O�  -
cials in Odesa say a high-rise 
building caught � re a� er be-
ing struck by a drone. Four 
people were killed and 22 
were injured, including two 
children aged six and eight.
� e north-eastern city of 
Kharkiv is no stranger to 
missile strikes, but not the 
20 it felt on Friday morning. 
Kharkiv mayor Igor Terek-
hov said three people were 
killed and 13 were injured in 
a series of strikes on the city 
which damaged a hospital 
and residential buildings.
� e governor of Dnipro-
petrovsk region said that 
six people were killed and 
28 were injured in what he 
called a “tragic morning for 
the region”. Serhiy Lysak said 
that a shopping centre and a 
maternity hospital were tar-

geted in the regional capital 
of Dnipro. In Zaporizhzhia, 
eight people were killed af-
ter attacks on infrastructure 
and 13 people were injured.
One Russian missile even 
brie� y entered Polish air-
space as it homed in on its 
Ukrainian target.
� e UN’s humanitarian 
envoy for Ukraine, Denise 
Brown, said the attacks “le�  
a path of destruction, death 
and human su� ering” and 
were “another unacceptable 
example of the horrifying 
reality” Ukrainian people 
face.
So why did Russia do this 
now?
Its missile stockpiles aren’t 
what they were, but Moscow 
has shown it still wants to 
continue its tactic of sup-
pressing Ukraine’s popu-
lation, in the hope that not 
feeling safe will lessen their 
appetite for this war.
It’s also been a week when 
Ukraine destroyed a major 
Russian landing ship in oc-
cupied Crimea, and the US 
delivered the last of its ap-
proved military packages to 

Ukraine worth $250m.
However, that is relative-
ly small change compared 
to the $50bn aid package 
currently blocked by polit-
ical disagreement in the US 
Congress.
Responding to the latest 
Russian bombardment, US 
President Joe Biden de-
scribed it as “a stark remind-
er to the world that, a� er 
nearly two years of this dev-
astating war, Putin’s objec-
tive remains unchanged. He 
seeks to obliterate Ukraine 
and subjugate its people. He 
must be stopped.”
Maybe the renewed missile 
attack was revenge, or an-
other statement? A spokes-
man for Russia’s Defence 
Ministry simply said “all the 
designated military targets 
have been hit”.
It has always been the whole 
of Ukraine under Russian 
attack. � e country has been 
able to defend against most 
of the invader’s nationwide 
drone and missile attacks.
But its ability to keep doing 
so is far from assured.

Worth
Noting:

• Black smoke bil-
lowed from the di� erent 
blast sites. We headed to 
one which was a 200-me-
tre-long warehouse in Kyiv’s 
Podilskyy district, owned by 
a construction company. It 
had been completely hol-
lowed out from the impact.
• It’s a level of devasta-
tion only caused by a direct 
missile strike. For months, 
mostly falling debris caused 
the damage and loss of life 
that Ukrainians constantly 
fear. A bigger threat has now 
returned.
• A few kilometres 
away, glass on one whole 
side of a skyscraper had 
been blown o�  from the 
force of another impact. 
Smoke had started to dark-
en the sky. It was a drive 
through Kyiv which we 
hadn’t made since the early 
days of the full-scale inva-
sion.
• Nine people were 
killed in Kyiv. A metro sta-
tion that was acting as an air 
raid shelter was also struck.
• Once again, it wasn’t 
just Kyiv picking up the 
pieces either. Authorities 
claimed more than 10 Ira-
nian-made Shahed drones 
and 15 missiles targeted the 
western city of Lviv, some-
where which has o� en been 
spared the worst of this 
invasion.

By: BBC
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Russian attack on Ukraine cities hits deadly new 
level
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Proper development of 
abilities will lead to the for-
mation of developed inde-
pendent individuals in the 
future, at the same time, 
each side will become an 
independent person. Many 
opportunities have been 
created in our country to 
improve children’s mental 
activity. � e only thing re-
quired is determination. 
Here, not only the role of 
children is important, but 
also the role of parents and 
teachers is very important.
Today, the greatest atten-
tion in our society is paid to 
children and youth, because 
the future is in the hands of 

these young people. Every-
one has their own abilities, 
especially children. If you 
work with them in a timely 
manner, without neglecting 
their abilities, it will de� -
nitely have an e� ect. � e 
most important thing is 
that the child will have the 
right direction, will be able 
to think independently, will 
not make big mistakes when 
making decisions and will 
become an independent 
person, able to � nd a solu-
tion, even if he makes a mis-
take. � e famous Japanese 
writer Maslua Ibuaki in his 
works talks about the devel-
opmental period of a child 

up to the age of three. In his 
observations, he mentioned 
that a three-year-old boy 
is able to communicate in 
three or four languages.
Aptitude is a unique psy-
chological characteristic of a 
person that ensures his suc-
cess in a particular activity 
and the ability to master any 
activity easily.
 At what age it is better to 
start learning about chil-
dren’s abilities, whether 
children’s abilities are innate 
or formed during life, there 
are many such questions. 
In fact, many children have 
innate abilities, that is, they 
are transmitted from par-

ents through genes. But if 
you pay attention to it over 
the years, these abilities in a 
person do not develop and 
are not formed. Later, for 
example, from the age of 
three, from the age of � ve, 
children are given to kinder-
garten, or parents are more 
engaged with the child, and 
at this time children gradu-
ally develop a skill, and then 
it becomes a skill. Children 
who are brought up For ex-
ample, children’s creativity 
can be enhanced by increas-
ing their interest in drawing 
or music.
  You could consider devel-
oping children’s abilities by 
age:
0-3 young people develop-
ing skills
3-6 young people develop-
ing growing abilities
6-11 years old
11-18 years old is an ad-
vanced target skill.
  We can use many methods 
to develop the abilities of 
primary school age children, 
for example we will look at 
the di� erence between in-
teractive and traditional 
methods.

Traditional activities:
• All subjects are 
taught simply and conve-
niently, knowledge and 
skills of the lesson topic are 
consolidated.
• A new topic is ex-
plained, assignments are 
given, and exercises are per-
formed.
• Lesson plan, out-
line and didactic tools are 
prepared.
• Repeat the previ-
ous topic, listen to the les-
son.
• Complete the as-
signments of the previous 
lesson.
• Listen to the teach-
er and master, perform the 
assigned tasks.
• Most class time is 
spent on the teacher’s expla-
nation of a new topic, an-
alyzing, explaining assign-
ments, and mastering the 
control.
• Lecture, seminar, 
workshop, practical session, 
laboratory, round table dis-
cussion, debate, discussion, 
discussion, counseling, etc.
• Acquisition by stu-
dents of knowledge, skills 
and abilities in the subject.

 Interactive lessons:
• I n d e p e n d e n t 
thinking on the topic of 
the lesson, leading to con-

clusions, explaining them, 
teaching their defense, con-
ducting the lesson in a de-
monstrative form.
• organizing, guid-
ing, controlling and justify-
ing the � nal conclusions of 
students’ independent work 
and presentations
• 3.Interactive lesson 
design, tasks for indepen-
dent work, handouts, prepa-
ration of other necessary 
tools.
• 4.Knowledge of 
basic concepts, notions and 
preliminary information on 
the topic of the new lesson.
• 5. Independent 
thinking, comparing one’s 
thoughts and conclusions 
with others and coming to 
a � nal conclusion a� er com-
pleting the tasks given by the 
teacher.
• 6. Students spend 
the majority of class time 
completing independent 
tasks, sharing ideas, observ-
ing, expressing, and defend-
ing their conclusions.
• 7. Lecture, group 
or pair work, presentations, 
debates, discussions, round 
tables, practical work, etc.
• 8. Forming stu-
dents’ own opinions and 
conclusions on the topic, 
teaching them to acquire in-
dependent knowledge.
Interactive lessons are more 
interesting than traditional 
lessons, where full-� edged 
learning activities are men-
tioned above, and easily re-
veal children’s abilities. � e 
lessons in turn change from 
boring to interesting.

In conclusion, every child 
has his own abilities, every 
child has his own world, it 
is only necessary to develop 
it in time. Whether it is in 
the family, kindergarten or 
school, when it works skill-
fully, it is sure to produce 
results. � anks to his abil-
ities, the child opens new 
horizons for himself and be-
comes a successful person.

Mannabova Zaxro . 4th 
grade student of the Bach-
elor’s degree in Primary 
Education at the Kimyo 
International University 
in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.           
saidamannabova@gmail.
com

Worth
Noting:

• Independent 
thinking on the topic of 
the lesson, leading to con-
clusions, explaining them, 
teaching their defense, 
conducting the lesson in a 
demonstrative form.
• organizing, guid-
ing, controlling and justi-
fying the � nal conclusions 
of students’ independent 
work and presentations
• Interactive lesson 
design, tasks for inde-
pendent work, handouts, 
preparation of other nec-
essary tools.
• Knowledge of ba-
sic concepts, notions and 
preliminary information 
on the topic of the new 
lesson.
• Independent 
thinking, comparing one’s 
thoughts and conclusions 
with others and coming 
to a � nal conclusion a� er 
completing the tasks giv-
en by the teacher.
• Students spend 
the majority of class time 
completing independent 
tasks, sharing ideas, ob-
serving, expressing, and 
defending their conclu-
sions.
• Lecture, group or 
pair work, presentations, 
debates, discussions, 
round tables, practical 
work, etc.

Mannabova Zaxro

Diaspora
Working With Children’s Abilities And Developing 
Children’s Abilities
Aptitude is a unique psychological characteristic of a person that ensures his success in a particular ac-
tivity and the ability to master any activity easily.
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King Mohammed VI determination to strengthen 
health care
� e direct social assistance programme will raise the standard of living, combat poverty and 
precariousness, and improve social and human development indicators. 

Pilot error caused the January plane crash in Nepal that killed all 72 on board, an o�  cial said Friday, 
a� er a months-long investigation of the country’s worst aviation disaster in three decades.

Nepal blames pilot error for January crash that 
killed 72

KBC Digital

King Mohammed VI of Morocco has 
been actively working to strengthen 
the social state and promote bal-
anced, inclusive, and sustainable 
development  through  several proj-
ects and programs were launched in 
2023, to improve citizens’ access to 
basic healthcare services, strengthen 
their ability to access decent hous-
ing, and consolidate family cohe-
sion, ensuring greater social justice 
and equity.
� ese initiatives include the inau-
guration of the “Mohammed VI” 
University Hospital Centre in Tang-
ier, the Psycho-Social Rehabilita-
tion Centre at Ibn Rochd Universi-
ty Hospital in Casablanca, and the 
Mohammed V Foundation for Sol-
idarity Proximity Medical Centre in 
Errahma.
A new housing assistance pro-
gramme has been set up for the pe-
riod 24-2028 to renew the approach 
to home ownership assistance and 
help households’ purchasing power 
through direct � nancial aid.
� is will facilitate access to housing 

for low-income social classes and 
the middle class, reduce the housing 
de� cit, and speed up the completion 
of the “Cities Without Slums” pro-
gramme.
� e direct social assistance pro-
gramme will raise the standard of 

living, combat poverty and precari-
ousness, and improve social and hu-
man development indicators.
� e Sovereign has always been 
“keen to protect” the family institu-
tion by initiating major projects and 
reforms in its favor and ensuring 

that the right conditions are in place 
to strengthen its cohesion.
� e Sovereign’s letter to the Head of 
Government calling for a revision of 
the Family Code (the Moudawana) 
is part of this approach.
� e   has always taken a particular 

interest in promoting the industrial 
sector, which is seen as an essential 
lever and catalyst for inclusive and 
sustainable socio-economic devel-
opment.
Over the past two decades, Morocco 
has made signi� cant progress in this 
sector, becoming a key global desti-
nation in cutting-edge sectors such 
as the aeronautics industry and the 
automotive sector.
� e Cités des Métiers et des Com-
pétences (CMC) program, spear-
headed by His Majesty the King, 
will require a total investment of 
4.4 billion dirhams and involve the 
construction of 12 CMCs in various 
regions of the Kingdom.
� e 4th Cité opened its doors in 
Tamesna, Rabat-Salé-Kénitra, in 
2023, welcoming young people in 
training

Pilot error caused the January plane 
crash in Nepal that killed all 72 on 
board, an o�  cial said Friday, a� er 
a months-long investigation of the 
country’s worst aviation disaster in 
three decades.
� e Yeti Airlines service was � ying 
from Kathmandu to Pokhara, a gate-
way for religious pilgrims and trek-
kers, when it crashed on descent.
� e ATR 72 with 68 passengers and 
four crew plummeted into a steep 
gorge, smashed into pieces and burst 
into � ames as it approached its des-
tination.
Six children and 15 foreigners were 
among those killed.
Buddhi Sagar Lamichhane, a mem-
ber of the investigating commission, 
told AFP that the probe had con-
cluded that the “wrong lever” was 
pulled in the cockpit.
“Technically, the plane was � ne but 
it seems wrong human input caused 
it to stall and crash,” he said.
� e report, submitted to the tour-
ism ministry on � ursday, said that 
the most probable cause of the fatal 
crash was “inadvertent movement 
of both condition levers to the feath-
ered position in � ight”.
Shi� ing the propellers to the feath-
ered position stops them from pro-

ducing thrust, which the report said 
was responsible for the plane stalling 
and then crashing.
Social media footage from the crash 
showed the twin-propeller aircra�  
banking suddenly and sharply to the 
le�  as it neared Pokhara airport.
“Human factor issues such as high 
workload and stress that appears to 
have resulted in the misidenti� ca-
tion and selection of the propellers,” 
the report said.
It also said the crew missed “the as-
sociated � ight deck and engine in-
dications that both propellers had 
been feathered”.
Nepal’s aviation industry has 
boomed in recent years, carrying 
goods and people between hard-to-
reach areas, as well as ferrying for-
eign mountain climbers.
But the sector has been plagued by 
a number of deadly crashes owing 
to insu�  cient training and mainte-
nance.
� e European Union has banned 
all Nepali carriers from its airspace 
over safety concerns.
Nepal also has some of the world’s 
trickiest and most remote runways, 
� anked by snow-capped peaks with 
di�  cult approaches and capricious 
weather.

Its deadliest aviation accident was in 
1992, when all 167 people on a Paki-
stan International Airlines jet were 
killed when it crashed on approach 

to Kathmandu.

AFP

Nepal

Graphic content / (FILES) Rescuers pull the body of a victim who died in a Yeti Airlines plane crash in Pokhara on January 
16, 2023. - Accidental pulling of the “wrong lever” caused the January plane crash in Nepal that killed all 72 on board, an 
o�  cial said on December 29, 2023, a� er concluding a months-long investigation of the country’s worst aviation disaster in 
three decades. (Photo by Prakash MATHEMA / AFP)
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China Media Group on 
Wednesday unveiled its 
picks for the top 10 interna-
tional news stories of 2023, 
at a press conference at the 
Media Center in Beijing.

1. Chinese leader-
ship’s diplomacy injects 
stability into a turbulent 
world
During a state visit to Russia 
in March, Chinese President 
Xi Jinping and his Russian 
counterpart Vladimir Putin 
agreed to deepen the com-
prehensive strategic part-
nership of coordination for 
a new era. In November, in 
San Francisco, Xi and U.S. 
President Joe Biden chart-
ed the course for improving 
ties between the world’s two 
largest economies.
In March, Xi proposed the 
Global Civilization Ini-
tiative at the Communist 
Party of China in Dialogue 
with World Political Par-
ties High-Level Meeting. 
In May, at the China-Cen-
tral Asia Summit in north-
west China’s Xi’an City, the 
Chinese president and his 
counterparts launched the 
China+Central Asia (C+C5) 
cooperation mechanism.
In August, Xi attended the 
15th BRICS Summit in Jo-
hannesburg, South Africa, 
and paid a state visit to the 
country.
In December, Xi paid a state 
visit to Vietnam, reaching a 
bilateral agreement to build 
a China-Vietnam communi-
ty with a shared future that 
carries strategic signi� cance.
Xi also met with many lead-
ers, senior politicians and 
heads of international or-
ganizations throughout the 
year.

2. China announces 
eight major steps for glob-

al modernization as BRI 
turns 10
� is year marks the 10th an-
niversary of the China-pro-
posed Belt and Road Initia-
tive. Over the past decade, 
over 150 countries and over 
30 international organiza-
tions have signed coopera-
tion documents. In October, 
China hosted the third Belt 
and Road Forum for Inter-
national Cooperation.

3. New round of con-
� ict breaks out between 
Hamas and Israel
On October 7, a new round 
of con� ict erupted between 
Hamas and Israel, resulting 
in over 20,000 fatalities on 
both sides combined, an 
overwhelming majority of 
them Palestinians. Israel’s 
military actions in the Gaza 
Strip and the blockade of it 
have led to a humanitarian 
disaster. Despite a tempo-
rary humanitarian cease� re 
mediated by the interna-
tional community, a lasting 
and sustainable cease� re has 
yet to be achieved. Mean-
while, ongoing risks of the 
con� ict spilling over persist.
� e international commu-
nity has been calling for an 
immediate cease� re and a 
return to the path of resolv-
ing the Palestine-Israel issue 
through the two-state solu-
tion. China, as the rotating 
president of the United Na-
tions Security Council for 
November, played a role in 
passing the � rst resolution 
on the issue at the Security 
Council since late 2016. Re-
gional and international or-
ganizations such as the Arab 
League, the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council and the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooper-
ation are actively engaged in 
mediation e� orts.

4. China brokers 
Saudi-Iran reconciliation, 
driving further rapproche-
ment e� orts across the 
Middle East
In March 2023, China, Saudi 
Arabia and Iran issued a tri-
lateral statement in Beijing, 
announcing Riyadh and 
Tehran agreed to resume 
diplomatic ties. � e agree-
ment was o�  cialized the 
following month.
� e China-brokered rec-
onciliation has generated 
a ripple e� ect across the 
Middle East: diplomatic ties 
were also revived between 
Bahrain and Qatar in April, 
Egypt and Türkiye in July, 
and Syria and Saudi Arabia 
in December.

5. Global economic 
recovery stutters, with Chi-
na a bright spot
� e world economy remains 
in recovery, but at a slow 
and uneven pace. � e In-
ternational Monetary Fund 
predicts advanced econo-
mies will see a 1.1 percent 
drop in economic growth 
in 2023. Developing na-
tions and emerging econ-
omies are poised to show 
stronger-than-expected re-
silience. Major internation-
al organizations project a 
growth rate of � ve percent 
for China in 2023, making 
it a major growth engine for 
both the Asia-Paci� c and 
the world.

6. Russia-Ukraine 
con� ict reaches deadlock
� e Russia-Ukraine con� ict, 
which began in February 
2022, fell into a deadlock 
in 2023. Ukraine’s summer 
counter-o� ensive failed 
to achieve a major break-
through, and Russia an-
nounced a planned expan-
sion of its armed forces.

Despite continued West-
ern support to Ukraine and 
sanctions against Russia, the 
U.S. Congress rejected a new 
aid bill, and the EU failed to 
agree on a new aid package.

7. SCO and BRICS 
expand, African Union 
joins G20
In July, the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization grant-
ed Iran full membership at 
its meeting of the Council of 
Heads of State.
In August, at the BRICS 
Summit in South Africa, 
it was announced that six 
countries would be o� ered 
membership in the bloc 
– Iran, Argentina, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates. 
Upon acceptance, member-
ship in the group will take 
e� ect on January 1, 2024.
In September, at the G20 
summit, the African Union 
became the second regional 
organization to join the bloc, 
a� er the European Union.

8. El Nino leads to 
frequent extreme weather 
events in ‘warmest year’ on 
record
� e year 2023 saw frequent 
extreme weather events due 
to climate change. � ere 
were cyclones in southeast-
ern Africa and South Asia, 
record high temperatures in 
southern Europe and North 
Africa, and deadly wild� res 
in North America, Europe, 
and Australia. � e World 
Meteorological Organiza-
tion has said that 2023 is 
set to become the “warmest 
year” on record.

9. AI embraces expo-
nential growth amid calls 
for balance between devel-
opment and governance
� e application of arti� cial 

intelligence saw a surge in 
2023, with regulation and 
governance becoming a 
global concern. In July, the 
UN called for containment 
of technological risks and 
strengthening of global gov-
ernance.
In October, China proposed 
the Global AI Governance 
Initiative to make AI tech-
nologies more secure, reli-
able, controllable and equi-
table.
� e UK hosted the � rst 
global AI Safety Summit in 
November, producing the 
ground-breaking Bletchley 
Declaration.
In December, the EU’s Par-
liament and Council nego-
tiators reached what looks 
set to become the world’s 
� rst-ever comprehensive le-
gal framework on arti� cial 
intelligence.

10. Kevin McCar-
thy ousted as U.S. House 
speaker as political polar-
ization worsens
U.S. politics continued to 
polarize and divide in 2023. 
In January, Republican Con-
gressman Kevin McCarthy 
became House Speaker a� er 
15 rounds of voting in four 
days. But just nine months 
later, he became the � rst 
House speaker to be ousted, 
following a no-con� dence 
vote.
� e two parties’ stando�  on 
the debt ceiling and federal 
budget twice threatened a 
federal government shut-
down. Hope remained dim 
for gun control legislation, 
despite the fact that gun vi-
olence claimed over 40,000 
lives in 2023.

Worth
Noting:

• � is year marks the 
10th anniversary of the Chi-
na-proposed Belt and Road 
Initiative. Over the past 
decade, over 150 countries 
and over 30 international 
organizations have signed 
cooperation documents. In 
October, China hosted the 
third Belt and Road Forum 
for International Coopera-
tion.
• On October 7, a new 
round of con� ict erupted 
between Hamas and Israel, 
resulting in over 20,000 
fatalities on both sides 
combined, an overwhelming 
majority of them Palestin-
ians. Israel’s military actions 
in the Gaza Strip and the 
blockade of it have led to 
a humanitarian disaster. 
Despite a temporary hu-
manitarian cease� re me-
diated by the international 
community, a lasting and 
sustainable cease� re has yet 
to be achieved. Meanwhile, 
ongoing risks of the con� ict 
spilling over persist.
• In March 2023, Chi-
na, Saudi Arabia and Iran 
issued a trilateral statement 
in Beijing, announcing Ri-
yadh and Tehran agreed to 
resume diplomatic ties. � e 
agreement was o�  cialized 
the following month.

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee and Chinese president, attends the CPC in Dialogue with World Political 
Parties High-Level Meeting via video link and delivers a keynote address in Beijing, on March 15, 2023..

By: CGTN
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China Media Group picks the world’s top 10 news 
events of 2023



Anika Islam Aditi A Role Model For 
All Women 
She is a women activist with the aim of advancing women’s development. 
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“Woman” which conveys 
many things by the word, 
starting from the compas-
sion of a mother to running 
a country to running an 
organization, has an out-
standing role in every � eld.  
All in all, she is a wonderful 
person.  
� e young woman who is 
showing her outstanding 
role in every � eld in the 
country and outside the 
country, she is showing how 
to move forward by over-
coming all the obstacles, 
how to move forward, no 
matter how many obsta-
cles come in front, I have to 
move forward.  
� e young woman that we 
will bring before us today 
who is playing an extraor-
dinary role for all women, 
for all young women, for 
all people, she is none other 
than Shishu Ullash Organi-
zation (International Global 
Youth platform) Co-founder 
& CEO Anika Islam Aditi. 
She is a good woman and a 
great leader.  She is a wom-
en activist with the aim of 
advancing women’s devel-
opment. She is working on 
how women can move for-
ward by overcoming all ob-
stacles. 
� ey can continue their 
studies and activities.  She is 
currently working on wom-
en’s development, women’s 
progress, environment and 
young people in 65 coun-
tries of the world.  She is 
looking at various educa-
tional programs for women, 
how women have to manage 
everything in their homes, 
families, and how they can 
move forward.  
She is constantly working 
to stop gender equality with 
the aim of developing dif-
ferent countries. She is also 
establishing SDG 17 Goals.  
While doing all these things, 
he has been repeatedly faced 
with various obstacles. 
She is still hindered by his 
family in all his � elds, but he 
overcomes those obstacles 
and moves forward on the 
path of light and with him 
shows light to thousands of 
women and thousands of 

young women.  She is in-
deed a wonderful woman.  
She is an inspiration to all 
women to all young wom-
en.  She is working on cer-
tain solutions with certain 
methods, new ideas; new in-
novations are playing a very 
important role.  
Her ideas or her thoughts 
are being used by the gov-
ernment and organizations 
of di� erent countries and 
accordingly they are doing 
everything for the develop-
ment of women and educa-
tion to advance the youth.  
In particular, she is playing 
a very important role for the 
women of Africa, so that the 
women of Africa can play 
a role in all � elds, starting 
from agriculture, shoulder 
to shoulder with men, so 
that they can move forward 
and take responsibility in 
the world.  
For women today, many 
women have come forward, 
many young women have 
come forward with him, 
working shoulder to shoul-
der with him, giving him 
courage, and he is also giv-
ing courage to thousands of 
women.  Today we can say 
she is a role model for future 
women for future young 
women.  It is our hope that 
she will be an example to all 
for the next generation.

Anika Islam Aditi 
From Bangladesh 
Co-Founder, CEO Shishu Ul-
lash Organization
International Global Youth 
platform
Co-Founder ,CEO Shishu Ul-
lash Research Organization 
& Co Founder ,CEO Shishu 
Ullash startup organization .
 Aspiring Entrepreneur & In-
ternational speaker

Worth
Noting:

• She is constantly 
working to stop gender 
equality with the aim of 
developing di� erent coun-
tries. She is also establish-
ing SDG 17 Goals.  While 
doing all these things, he 
has been repeatedly faced 
with various obstacles. 
• She is still hin-
dered by his family in all 
his � elds, but he over-
comes those obstacles and 
moves forward on the 
path of light and with him 
shows light to thousands 
of women and thousands 
of young women.  She is 
indeed a wonderful wom-
an.  
• She is an inspi-
ration to all women to 
all young women.  She 
is working on certain 
solutions with certain 
methods, new ideas; new 
innovations are playing a 
very important role.  

Anika Islam Aditi 

By: ...........................
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