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f Chinese Property Developers Association (Kenya)

Former Kenya’s Chief Justice Dr. Willy Mutun-
ga has joined voices with other concerned Ken-
yans following the launch of Chinese Property
Developers Association in Nairobi last week.

According to the association, they aim to boost
property development in the country. Page 18

THANK YOU FOR ADVERTISING WITH US
For any news you would wish us to publish,

For Adverts & Sponsorship

The

Secure Al value
chain: Kenya, Uganda
among Sama delivery
sites to implement
multi-cloud connectiv-
ity

P. 8. New Integrations With
AWS, Microsoft Azure And
Google Cloud Storage Solutions
Allow Sama Offices, Including
Nairobi And Kampala, To Se-
curely Access Customer Data

e

Creative Rewards

MT. KENYA TIMES

Daily c.PAPER

| themtkenyatimes

‘\Prime Cabinet Secretary

and Cabinet Secretary for For-
eign and Diaspora Affairs Musalia
yesterday met and held talks with
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
in Beijing.

Keywin’s Ma-
chinery Tools (Africa)
Ltd Grand Opening in
Nairobi Signals Stra-
tegic Expansion in the
African Market
P. 12. Keywin Machinery Tools
(Africa) Ltd. marked a h1st0r—
1c milestone with its Ke
Brand Opemnﬁ Day an 1gn1ng

Ceremony at the Keywin Tools
showroom in Nairobi.

During the meeting with Mudava-
di, Wang Yi, also a member of the
Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China Central Committee,
noted that since the establishment
of diplomatic ties 60 years ago,
China and Kenya have always un-
derstood and supported each oth-
er. He said the two countries have
become good friends who trust
each other and good partners
seeking win-win cooperation.

Mudavadi Holds Talks With
Chinese Counterpart Wang
Yi In Beijing

Kenya and China Foreign Ministers Musalia Mudavadi (L) and Wang Yi pose for a photo and the latter’s office in Beijing yesterday |
January 25, 2024. Photo/Xinhua
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Development Of Kuria Women

By: OSDP

 {

Worth Noting:

. The MP asked
Pastor Dorcas to assist in
promoting the education
of the girls of the Kuria
community.

. “Help us with the

education of the Kuria girl.

That is our biggest chal-
lenge, even as you connect
the widow in Kenya with
the other women in Ken-
ya,” said MP Kemero.

. Pastor Dorcas was
shocked by the huge turn
out of the widows who at-
tended the meeting, some
seemingly very young, a
concern she expressed in
her speech. More than 500
women attended the meet-
ing.
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FGM Features Strongly Among Issues Slowing Down The

The spouse of the Deputy President Pastor Dorcas Rigathi greets Esther Taiwo who has been a widow for the last 13 years in Kuria East, Migori County. She was attending a wid-
ows meeting at Happy Church Kehancha, Cathedral, in Kuria West, Migori County yesterday. Photo/OSDP.

The Kuria East MP listed five issues
slowing down the development of the
Kuria girls and women, and female gen-
ital mutilation (FGM) featured strongly
despite the calls by local and internation-
al organisations against the practice.
Speaking during a widows meeting con-
vened by the spouse of the Deputy Pres-
ident, Pastor Dorcas Rigathi at Happy
Church Kehancha, Cathedral yesterday,
the MP Marwa Kemero, said that the
challenges facing girls and women start
early in life.

“First girls in Kuria go to school late
as they are the ones who work at home
fetching firewood, water, cooking, and
going to the posho mill. As a result, most
of them go to school late, and others nev-
er go atall.”

@ The A1, Kenga Times
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“Then, the season of FGM comes, and
the girl undergoes the right, which ends
up affecting their future life. And in the
event the husband dies early, we end up
with very young uneducated widows,”
said MP Kemero.

The MP asked Pastor Dorcas to assist in
promoting the education of the girls of
the Kuria community.

“Help us with the education of the Kuria
girl. That is our biggest challenge, even
as you connect the widow in Kenya with
the other women in Kenya,” said MP Ke-
mero.

Pastor Dorcas was shocked by the huge
turn out of the widows who attended the
meeting, some seemingly very young,
a concern she expressed in her speech.
More than 500 women attended the

meeting.

“I am angered by what the devil is do-
ing. All these are widows, even very
young widows,” she said.

Pastor Dorcas, who believes in the pow-
er of prayer, spent a huge part of her
speech time to pray and anoint all the
widows and women who attended the
meeting in the belief that ‘the anointing
breaks, and destroys the yoke’, which is
the yoke of widowhood.

“The tears of widows shall end. This
land shall not be a land of the widowed,
but of the married. The tears of widows
shall end,” said Pastor Dorcas.

She also shared her story of being
brought up by a widow to encourage
the hundreds of widows at the meeting,
that their children and other dependents

should not resign to a life of lack and
hopelessness. There is always hope in
life.

First Lady Agnes Ochillo said that Pas-
tor Dorcas was God sent to work, and
empower the widows in Kuria, and she
would work with her office for the suc-
cess of her programs.

Pastor Dorcas and her office has worked
with widows in Nairobi, Kajiado, Njoro,
and plans are underway to kickstart work
with widows in Embu where she visited
last week, and now Kuria.
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Kenya’s Governor, Simba Arati, has endorsed 2,841 Community Health Promoters (CHPs) to
provide health services closer to households. He distributed kits with items like mobile phones to
improve the scope and quality of CHPs’ services. Arati emphasized that investing in the commu-
nity yields economic and societal benefits, making CHPs a sustainable way to achieve Universal
Health Coverage at a minimum cost. The county has 100% community coverage, with 2,940
CHPs supporting 294 community units. Arati praised the National Government for procuring the
kits and mobile phones, which will facilitate the digital community health information system and
enhance the capacity of CHPs to collect, collate, and report community health data in real-time.

Kisumu County Government has partnered with Safaricom to launch the Integrated County
Revenue Management System (ICRMS), a cashless platform for residents to access and pay for
county services. The system aims to enhance accessibility, transparency, and boost the county’s
Own Source Resource collection regime. It is available on Safaricom App, Mobile App, and
WhatsApp, and features real-time verification of transactions and payments.
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The Ministry of Health has issued a cautionary alert over a suspected viral conjunctivitis out-
break in Mombasa county.

In a statement Thursday evening, the Ministry noted that there was an upsurge of possible viral
conjunctivitis cases in the coastal county and urged locals to exercise caution, amid ongoing tests
lab investigations to ascertain its cause.

“The cases are very contagious and are presenting with red eyes, eye swelling, eye discharge,
and itchiness,” warned the Ministry

According to the Ministry, conjunctivitis can be caused by infections and chemicals.

“Take preventive measures such as washing hands, using sanitizers, maintaining hygiene. Seek
prompt treatment and self-isolate if symptomatic,” the Ministry advised

Friday, January 26, 2024 | The Mt. Kenya Times
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Government is distributing 15.3 million Long-lasting Insecticidal Nets (LLINs) in 22 high-bur-
den counties to reduce malaria cases. The Ministry of Health, with support from the Global Fund
and the U.S. President’s Malaria Initiative, aims to cover 91% of registered households. The
campaign will begin with data validation, county and sub-county sensitization, and training of
healthcare workers.

Homa Bay County Governor Gladys Wanga discusses with the Principal Secretary, State Depart-
ment for Tourism, John Ololtuaa, at the Tourism Fund Building, Nairobi, on January 24, 2024.
They discussed the coming conference to be held in Homa Bay County from February 27th to
29th, which is to promote the tourism industry in the whole of the Western Kenya Tourism Cir-
cuit. Photo/ Bonface Malinda/KNA
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Laikipia rancher Lucy Wambui Jennings, who was shot by unknown assailants in Rumuruti area
on Sunday has passed on. Jennings died yesterday morning while undergoing treatment at Pope
Benedict XIV Hospital in Nyahururu. According to his brother Njihia Mbugua, the deceased had
been receiving treatment while at the hospitals ICU, but her condition worsened in the wee hours
of Thursday, when she breathed her last. The assailants ambushed Jennings on January 21, as
she was heading to church. She sustain gunshots at the back of her head and on the hand. Police
officers have so far arrested six suspects in connection with the incident, and they are yet to be
charged in court. Laikipia West Sub-County Police Commander Benjamin Muhia said police are
trailing more suspects and seek to nab the weapon used in the shooting incident.

By Peter Mwangi
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Pastor Dorcas Rigathi Expresses Concern Over Cases Of
Depression In Schools

By: OSDP

Worth Noting:

. “I cannot relent
in speaking to our chil-
dren especially the boys,
because in many cases of
depression, cases of sui-
cide many of the victims
are our boys,“ she said.

. “Sometimes we as
parents think that these
children do not listen.
When I talk to them in
schools, I see some even
crying and that tells me
they are listening. That is
why we want to speak to
them, to inspire them and
to encourage them to give
them hope for their future
in this country and even
beyond,” she added.

)

Pastor Dorcas Rigathi, Kisii County MP Doris Donya and Nyaribari Chache Constituency MP Zaheer Jhanda with some of Kisii High School students yesterday..

The Spouse of Deputy President
Pastor Dorcas Rigathi has expressed
concern over increased cases of de-
pression and frustrations among stu-
dents in schools. Speaking when she
spoke to students of Kisii High School
in Kisii Pastor Dorcas said the cases
are more prevalent among those who
have already indulged in drugs and
substance abuse in schools.

She said it is for this reason that she
has been visiting schools to talk to the
students as a way of encouraging and
mentoring them in their day to day

lives.

“I can not relent in speaking to our
children especially the boys, because
in many cases of depression, cases of
suicide many of the victims are our
boys,* she said.

“Sometimes we as parents think that
these children do not listen. When
I talk to them in schools, I see some
even crying and that tells me they
are listening. That is why we want to
speak to them, to inspire them and to
encourage them to give them hope for
their future in this country and even

beyond,” she added.

Today, Pastor Dorcas is expected to
address students of St. Joseph High
School in Kehancha Migori County.
Last week, she spoke to students of
Kangaru High School and University
of Embu in Embu County.

Other institutions of higher learning
she has visited include the University
of Nairobi, Daystar University, Masai
Mara University in Narok County,
Karatina University, Technical Uni-
versity of Mombasa, Chuka Univer-
sity in Tharaka Nithi County, SOT

Technical Institute in Bomet among
others.

She has also been in secondary
schools among them Alliance Girls
High School, Dagoretti Boys High
School, Mutuini High School in Da-
goretti, Tudor Boys High School in
Mombasa, Narok Boys High School
among others.

She also has been visiting prisons to
talk to the inmates. Today, she is also
set to lead the inmates of Kendege
Prison in a tree-planting exercise.
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Worth Noting:

. The activation in
Kenya is locally supported
via Safaricom Fibre Optic
connectivity links, which
provide the download and
upload speeds necessary
for the amount of data
needed for ML models to
perform at high levels. The
multi-cloud integration
will also potentially make
Sama one of the largest
data bandwidth consumers
in Kenya providing artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) value

chain export services, and
local internet infrastruc-
ture continues to handle
increasing bandwidth
demands with no issue.

. “With these new

integrations, customer on-
boarding can be reduced to
just one day, speeding the
process up as much as sev-
en times. This will enhance
Kenya’s competitiveness

as an ideal investment and
export services destination
and further emphasizes

its role as the true Silicon
Savannah,” Ms Alwala said.
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Secure Al value chain: Kenya, Uganda among Sama delivery

sites to implement multi-cloud connectivity
New Integrations With AWS, Microsoft Azure And Google Cloud Storage Solutions Allow Sama Offices,
Including Nairobi And Kampala, To Securely Access Customer Data

BPO Chairperson Roselyn Maundu (left) Sama Global CEO Wendy Gonzalez (centre) sharing a word with Pprincipal Ssecretary John Tanui (second right) and Sama Director
Annepeace Alwala (Right)..

Sama, the leader in providing data
annotation and model validation solu-
tions, has announced the global acti-
vation of a multi-cloud integration
strategy within its central operating
platform.

The launch of the multi-cloud sys-
tems integration offers Sama cus-
tomers, including Fortune 50 com-
panies like General Motors, Ford and
Walmart, significant cost savings and
easier compliance with internal and
internationally recognized security
standards. Sama service executives
at various company offices, including
Kenya and Uganda, can now access
client content stored on all three of
the leading global cloud storage pro-
viders: AWS, Google Cloud and Mi-
crosoft Azure.

Speaking when she confirmed the
local activation, Sama’s Vice Presi-
dent of Global Service Delivery, Ms.
Annepeace Alwala, said the solution
would allow the firm’s clients to keep
their data on any of the three major
global cloud providers and seamless-
ly and securely give Sama access to
that data, saving data transfer costs.
The activation in Kenya is locally

supported via Safaricom Fibre Optic
connectivity links, which provide the
download and upload speeds neces-
sary for the amount of data needed
for ML models to perform at high
levels. The multi-cloud integration
will also potentially make Sama one
of the largest data bandwidth con-
sumers in Kenya providing artificial
intelligence (AI) value chain export
services, and local internet infrastruc-
ture continues to handle increasing
bandwidth demands with no issue.
“With these new integrations, cus-
tomer onboarding can be reduced to
just one day, speeding the process up
as much as seven times. This will en-
hance Kenya’s competitiveness as an
ideal investment and export services
destination and further emphasizes
its role as the true Silicon Savannah,”
Ms Alwala said.

The faster onboarding process re-
duces the need for custom coding
solutions to grant Sama access to
customers’ servers, saving additional
resources and time. Sama’s custom
data pipeline integrations allow the
company to work seamlessly with
already-designed data flows, elimi-

nating the need for client engineers
to set up annotation and validation
workflows and further reducing re-
source use.

Sama’s Senior Vice President of
Product and Technology, Mr Duncan
Curtis, added: “To adequately ad-
dress the many different edge cases
that can lead to model failure in fields
like AgTech, autonomous driving or
e-commerce, an immense dataset is
required. Sama’s new compatibility
with major cloud providers allows
us to access these datasets on behalf
of our clients quickly, securely and
cost-effectively. The faster we can
complete onboarding, the faster we
can assist our clients in getting their
models to market.”

Preventing security breaches re-
mains a critical concern due to the
use of large amounts of data that po-
tentially involve personally identifi-
able information. Sama’s multi-cloud
integration ensures that the company
does not retain a copy of private data.
Instead, Sama can securely access a
customer’s files, make any modifi-
cations needed (such as filtering and
generating 3D ground points), then

write the updated file back to the cus-
tomer’s server. Kenya also continues
to strengthen its data privacy laws
and protections to continue providing
multinational companies with the as-
surances that data will remain secure;
Sama anticipates its platform, which
already has ISO and TISAX certifica-
tions, will meet and exceed all regu-
latory requirements put forth by the
Kenyan government.

These newest integrations support
Sama’s continued efforts to accelerate
time to market and reduce the total
costs of model ownership. Leverag-
ing its Platform 2.0 and fully-trained
expert workforce, Sama has previ-
ously improved the speed at which
a model could be brought to market
by 3-4x by eliminating lengthy de-
lays caused by rework. Platform 2.0
has achieved a 99% client acceptance
rate for Al training data through Sa-
maAssure™, the industry’s highest
quality guarantee, with an annotation
delivery rate of 300+ million frames,
850+ million shapes and 10 billion
annotation points a month.
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President Ruto: Country Ready For Next Level Development

By: Sally Namuye

President William Ruto says his
government remains committed to
deliver on the promise of providing
viable employment opportunities for
the youth.

Speaking during a development tour
of Meru County, where he launched
a series of projects, the President hit
out at those questioning the develop-
ment agenda of his government say-
ing the country is now on the right
development trajectory.

He said plans are on course to ex-
pand opportunities for young and
unemployed which include the Ti-
mau Affordable Housing in Buuri,
which is part of the government’s
affordable housing programme, that
will see about 4,000 people gainfully
engaged.

The 320 —unit project, according to
the president, will in turn inject more

than 230 million shillings into the
country’s economy.

“The main focus is to ensure that we
engage these skilled, energetic and
talented young people in productive
work that will drive our growth,” said
the president.

He also opened the Ngusishi Po-
tato Cold Storage Facility that aims
to support more than 35,000 farm-
ers and reduce post-harvest losses,
eliminate brokers and stabilize pota-
to prices thereby increasing farmers’
earnings.

“We are supporting our farmers to
enhance agricultural productivity to
ensure we produce enough for both
our domestic needs as well as export.
This will help us save 500 billion
shillings we use every year to import
food that we can produce,” added the
president.

Other projects that the president
launched on the first day of his tour
include Karumo TTI Konza Digital
Skills Laboratory, Institutional Man-
agement Block in Tigania West in

Meru, construction of the 43 km Kwa
Mumero —Kithithina Primary-Mia
Moja ,Timau- Rugirando-Ngusishi,-

Makutano-X lewa-Mbuju-ngare
Ndare Roads and the upgrading to

bitumen standard and maintenance of

link roads in Buuri among others.

Mudavadi Holds Talks With Chinese Counterpart Wang Yi

In Beijing

China stands ready to consolidate political mutual trust with Kenya, deepen comprehensive cooperation, and

bring China-Kenya relations to a new level, Wang Yi said

By: Eric Biegon

Prime Cabinet Secretary and Cabi-
net Secretary for Foreign and Dias-
pora Affairs Musalia yesterday met
and held talks with Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi in Beijing.

During the meeting with Mudavadi,
Wang Yi, also a member of the Polit-
ical Bureau of the Communist Party
of China Central Committee, noted
that since the establishment of dip-
lomatic ties 60 years ago, China and
Kenya have always understood and
supported each other. He said the two
countries have become good friends
who trust each other and good part-
ners seeking win-win cooperation.
He acknowledged that the leadership
in Nairobi and Beijing “have estab-
lished mutual trust and friendship,
providing strategic guidance for the
development of bilateral relations”
“China appreciates Kenya’s adher-
ence to the one-China principle, and
supports Kenya firmly in safeguard-

ing its sovereignty, independence and
national stability, and in independent-
ly advancing its national develop-
ment,” said Wang Yi

“China stands ready to consolidate
political mutual trust with Kenya,
deepen comprehensive cooperation,
and bring China-Kenya relations to a
new level,” the Chinese top diplomat
added

Echoing Wang’s remarks, Mudavadi
said practical cooperation between
Kenya and China has achieved re-
markable results, and that the joint
construction of the Belt and Road has
provided strong support for Kenya’s
national construction and economic
development.

“On behalf of the Kenyan govern-
ment, [ reiterate that Kenya will con-
tinue to adhere unswervingly to the
one-China principle and stand with
China on issues such as Taiwan and
human rights, and said that Kenya
looks forward to closer cooperation
with China,” said Mudavadi, accord-
ing to Xinhua News Agency

“Kenya has high appreciation for the
construction of a community with a
shared future for all, as well as a se-
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Kenya and China Foreign Ministers Musalia Mudavadi and Wang Yi poseat meeting in Beijing yesterday January 25, 2024. Photo/

Xinhua

ries of important global initiatives
put forward by China, and it stands
ready to participate actively and con-
tinuously in these initiatives,” he re-
iterated.

Kenya’s top diplomat further in-
dicated to his Chinese counterpart
that Kenya looks forward to learning

from China’s development concepts
and enhancing the exchange of expe-
rience.

Mudavadi who is in China at the
invitation of Wang Yi said he will
use his visit to actively engage with
senior government representatives
of the People’s Republic of China,

with a focus on strengthening col-
laboration in trade, investment, and
security.

“China, a crucial partner for Kenya,
continues to lead impactful infra-
structural projects, significantly en-
hancing the lives of many,” he said



By: Eric Musa
EMEA.ericmusa@gmail.com

Ephesians 1:22-23 says, “And hath
put all things under his feet, and gave
him to be the head over all things to
the church, Which is his body. This
is a simple statement. Jesus Christ is
the head of the church. The church is
His body. I ask you a question now.
Where are the feet? Of course, any-
one would say the feet are part of the
body. This clearly indicates that all
things have been put under the feet of
the church. And this means you and
me. The Lord is simply telling us in
this passage of Scripture that every
single problem that comes our way is
under our feet. Through Jesus Christ
we have victory over it.

Now Satan will try to tell you other-
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wise. But the fact is, it is under your
feet. You may not feel like it or act
like it. You may not talk like it. But
the Holy Spirit, through the Apostle
Paul, states this as a fact! And that’s
good enough for me.

Praise God, victory is mine! The day
I learned I had this authority, it stag-
gered my imagination and changed
my Christian experience. Eric Musa
could no longer be pushed around by
the devil. Satan was a defeated foe.
I possessed—through Jesus Christ—
great power which could control
events! This is a subject Satan does
not want the child of God to hear or
understand. He wants to keep us in
the dark. The moment we begin to
understand the authority of the be-
liever, Satan’s domination will begin
to break. He will no longer hold sway
in our heart and life, or in our home
or business. He will be a defeated foe
and he can no longer do the things he
once did.

But sad to say, most Christians don’t
know or understand their place and
position. I pray that everyone reading

this message will begin to allow this

light to flood your hearts and lives. I
pray you will begin to use the power
God has given you.

HALELUJAH. WHAT A MIGHTY
GOD WE SERVE; AND WHO HAS
BESTOWED US SUCH GREAT
AUTHORITY.

Evangelist Eric Musa:

(My message continuously: If you
are not saved. Believe, accept, re-
ceive and confess Christ Jesus as
your Lord and Saviour and be filled
with the Holy Spirit, as it is written;
“NOW is the acceptable time, TO-
DAY is the day of SALVATION.- 2

Cor 6:2”. For prayers, devotion, and
to support the ministry contact Evan-
gelist on +254722157300 ( Email:
EMEA.ericmusa@gmail.com).  Re-
member, God Loves you and I un-
conditionally, perfectly and always:
SHALOM

AGRICULTURAL
LAND FOR SALE

Call for
Site Visit:

* Next to a public school

» Convinient Rainfall pattern

GOTYOU

I COT YOUR BACK

KSHS. 1.8M
PER ACRE
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OPINION

IMF, World Bank Recent Statement Proved Wrong Ruto’s
Critics

By: Joseph Mutua Ndonga
mutuandonga@yahoo.com

Worth Noting:

. So, for me, the
critics claim that President
William Ruto had surren-
dered his authority to the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and World
Bank did not hold any wa-
ter.

. Beside the removal
of subsidies, the privatiza-
tion of state corporations
also stood out as one of the
key pledges that Dr Wil-
liam Ruto, Kenya Kwanza
presidential candidate,
made during campaigns.

. As we know, the
rules governing IMF and
World Bank requires the
two institutions to engage
the sitting President. So,
the critics’ claims were
cheap, hollow and mis-
placed. President Ruto

is implementing what he
promised Kenyans.

. Yes, IMF headquar-
ter is in America and the
President has made a num-
ber of trips to that country.

Kenyan President William Ruto and Kristalina Georgieva, Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), at the “New Global Financing Compact” summit in
Paris on 22 June 2023. © Ammar Abd Rabbo/Abaca/Reuters

A few days ago, I read a statement
issued by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and World Bank.

The Bretton Wood Institution had tak-
en issue with President William Ruto
for turning deaf ear to some of condi-
tionalities they had imposed on Kenya.

They singled out the fuel subsidy. Af-
ter assuming office, we held some dis-
cussions with Kenyan head of state. He
agreed to remove the subsidies on food,
fuel and other essential commodities.
He has now reinstated them.

Here, the Bretton Wood opted to mis-
lead Kenyans.

President Ruto had not changed his
position.

On food security, he has since lived to
his word of subsidizing the crop pro-
duction and value additions.

The procurement and supply of the low
cost fertilizer was one of the key inter-
ventions.

On petroleum products, he advised
the Ministry of Energy to use Fuel De-
velopment Fund (FDF) to stabilize the
prices.

Looking at the President’s interven-
tions, one thing is clear. He has not been
singing the song of IMF and World
Bank parse. He always put the interest
of Kenyans first. This explains why the
Bretton wood was not comfortable with
him.

So, for me, the critics claim that Pres-
ident William Ruto had surrendered his
authority to the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and World Bank did not
hold any water.

Beside the removal of subsidies, the

privatization of state corporations also
stood out as one of the key pledges that
Dr William Ruto, Kenya Kwanza pres-
idential candidate, made during cam-
paigns.

As we know, the rules governing IMF
and World Bank requires the two insti-
tutions to engage the sitting President.
So, the critics’ claims were cheap, hol-
low and misplaced. President Ruto is
implementing what he promised Ken-
yans.

Yes, IMF headquarter is in America
and the President has made a number of
trips to that country.

It is also true that President Ruto has
been holding talks with the President of
IMF.

You cannot however use this as a basis
of making such claims.

The recent social media reports have
been alleging that Dr Ruto has so far
signed up foreign loans worth billions
of shillings.

In most cases, the critics would come
out of blue to publish these alarming
claims.

They would not tell us where they got
this information.

As a way of fooling the masses, they
would feature a photo of the Kenyan
head of state and the President of IMF
taken a long time ago.

Ruto’s critics would further allege.
Ruto said during the campaigns that his
administration will never go for foreign
loans.

Today, he is doing the opposite. He had
borrowed more than his predecessor. [
would call this a big lie because they

were yet to provide any documentary
evidence. I would have expected them
to do a scientific and well-researched
comparative analysis.

What Dr Ruto meant during the cam-
paign is that he will reduce in a big way
the insatiable appetite for borrowing
foreign loans that was the hallmark of
the previous administration.

He has kept his word. The money that
his administration has borrowed so far
is a drop in the ocean. Opposition lead-
ers have exaggerating figures for obvi-
OUs reasons.

It is worth noting that the IMF and
World Bank have been partnering with
many countries across the world.

In Kenya, the two institutions have
been working together with the leader-
ships of the successive governments of
Independent Kenya. This is on matters
of resuscitation of economy and devel-
opment.

During President Moi’s era, the public
opinion was divided. Some supported
the conditionalities and others argued
Bretton wood had imposed bitter pill.

President Moi had formed a team,
dubbed the Dream Team, to coordinate
and oversee the implementation of the
SAPS. The team was led by Richard
Leakey.

Besides, William Ruto’s predecessors
Mwai Kibaki and Uhuru Kenyatta have
had engagements with Bretton Wood
Institutions. This heralded in accepting
the loans they offered and conditional-
ities attached.

Each administration would also prior-
itize on the issue of enhancing and ex-

panding tax collection base. This is by
drafting and enacting tax regime to fast
track the process. President Kibaki is
the one who had coined a slogan ‘Kuli-
pa Ushuru Ni Kujitegemea’.

A day had been set aside to cerebrate
and reward Kenyans who paid their full
taxes on time, thus complying with tax
laws and regulations. Just like Ruto, Ki-
baki and Uhuru would mince no in call-
ing on tax man to pursue tax defaulters.
Every Kenyan must pay their taxes.

Some of Uhuru’s meetings with Bret-
ton Wood were held in US.

He had also made numerous trips to the
USA. At one point, it dawned on Presi-
dent Uhuru that the economy was doing
badly.

In the meantime, the Bretton Institu-
tions were pilling pressure on him to al-
low them to intervene. He had no option
but to succumb.

So, President Ruto took over at a time
when the IMF and World Bank had al-
ready rolled out their prescriptions. His
predecessor had signed them. It is there-
fore hard for Dr Ruto to get out. Uhuru
is one who had been held hostage. Ruto
is working hard to undo this.

He has so far made great strides to-
wards rebuilding of our economy. He
knows this is only way that can make
them leave our country on their own
volition.

Joseph Mutua Ndonga is a writer and
political analyst based in Nairobi
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Keywin’s Machinery Tools (Africa) Ltd Grand Opening in
Nairobi Signals Strategic Expansion in the African Market

By: William Muchiri
O @themtkenyatimes

[ {

Worth Noting:

. Guests explored the
power tools display area
with keen interest, engag-
ing with the tools, consult-
ing, and experiencing them
firsthand.

. Contacts were ex-
changed, and conversations
flowed, creating a lively and
dynamic environment.

. By 10:30, over 70
guests and dealers had
gathered. Ms. Zhang Meng-
meng, the event’s host,
officially commenced the
proceedings.

. She introduced

the purpose, agenda, and
key participants, includ-
ing President Gao Wei of
the Kenya Federation of
Overseas Chinese, Zhan
Dong, President of the
Kenya Shandong Chamber
of Commerce, and other
notable figures.

. Keywin (Africa)
Ltd. was spotlighted as

a multinational compa-

ny with a focus on R&D,
manufacturing, and sales of
professional power tools.

Keywin Machinery Tools (Africa)
Ltd. marked a historic milestone

with its Keywin Brand Opening
Day and Signing Ceremony at the
Keywin Tools showroom in Nairo-
bi.

The event showcased Keywin’s
commitment to the African market
and its strategic plans for expan-
sion.

The showroom, meticulously ar-
ranged for the occasion, featured a
spacious and bright layout. On the
left side, professional and neatly
displayed stands showcased a vari-
ety of power tools and accessories.
The entrance welcomed guests and
dealers with a sign-in wall, while
on the right side, a conference hall
awaited.

The excitement began early in
the morning as Mr. Zhang Zhong
Duan, Chairman of Keywin, Mr.
Kuai Song, the General Manager,
and the Keywin team arrived at the
showroom.

The team eagerly awaited the ar-
rival of guests and dealers, who
started streaming in after 8 o’clock,
guided by the Keywin sales and ser-
vice team.

The atmosphere was vibrant, with
background music enhancing the
experience.

Guests explored the power tools
display area with keen interest, en-
gaging with the tools, consulting,
and experiencing them firsthand.

Contacts were exchanged, and
conversations flowed, creating a
lively and dynamic environment.
By 10:30, over 70 guests and deal-
ers had gathered. Ms. Zhang Meng-
meng, the event’s host, officially
commenced the proceedings.

She introduced the purpose, agen-
da, and key participants, including
President Gao Wei of the Kenya
Federation of Overseas Chinese,

Zhan Dong, President of the Kenya
Shandong Chamber of Commerce,
and other notable figures.

Keywin (Africa) Ltd. was spot-
lighted as a multinational company
with a focus on R&D, manufactur-
ing, and sales of professional power
tools.

The brand, originating in Kenya in
2023, has achieved significant mile-
stones in less than a year, including

successful partnerships, product
launches, and entry into major re-
tail chains.

The pivotal moment of the event
was Mr. Kuai’s PPT report speech.
He detailed Keywin’s brand po-
sitioning, product features, dealer

Contd Page 13.
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Keywin’s Machinery Tools (Africa) Ltd Grand Opening in
Nairobi Signals Strategic Expansion in the African Market

Contd from Page 12.

policies, and plans for the Kenyan
market.

The speech captivated the audience,
setting the stage for further endorse-
ment from Chairman Gao Wei, who
praised Keywin’s direction, leader-
ship, and business philosophy.

Dealer representatives took the stage
to express their perspectives on Key-
win. They highlighted the reasons
for choosing Keywin, emphasizing
product quality, dealer policies, and
the brand’s market distinction.

The event reached its climax with
the on-site signing of purchase or-
ders and dealer agreements, resulting
in agreements exceeding 5 million
KSh within 20 minutes.

Following the signing ceremony, at-
tendees participated in hands-on ex-
periences with Keywin power tools,
reinforcing the brand’s efficiency
and functionality.

A visit to Keywin’s warehouse
showcased the company’s organized
approach to product supply and lo-
gistics.

The celebration continued with a
lively lunch where Mr. Zhang and
Mr. Kuai expressed gratitude to all
attendees.

The event concluded at 1:00 p.m.,
leaving guests and dealers with fond
memories and anticipation for future
collaborations.

Keywin Machinery Tools (Africa)
Ltd. expressed gratitude to all par-
ticipants and looks forward to future
encounters, as the brand continues to
make its mark in the African market.
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Mental Health Condition In Kenya Today

By: Kinya Gitonga
O @themtkenyatimes

Depression and stress has today be-
come a common illness that affects
many Kenyans. It does not have an
exception, individuals from all ages
and backgrounds experience it. Sta-
tistics have shown that at least 25%
outpatient and 40% inpatients at-
tended to in different facilities have
a mental illness. The most frequent
diagnosis is depress, stress, anxiety
as well as substance abuse disorder,
which varies in severity.

According to WHO report 2014,
Kenya was ranked 4th country with
1.9 million people having a con-
dition. It is also reported that these
cases rise rapidilyGood health is key
to happiness and overall wellbeing.
However, my research as an author
has led me to conclude that many
Kenyans do not have much knowl-
edge and information on what men-
tal health is as well as what mental
illnesses are. They are unable to dif-
ferentiate the two.

Mental health is cognitive, behav-
ioral, and emotional well-being. It

affects how we think, feel, and act
while mental illnesses are conditions
that affect your wellbeing. It also
affects how an individual perceives
the world around them as well as
how they think and behave.

Mental wellness really determines
overall health and socio-economic
development of country. It influ-
ences community cohesion, work
productivity, interactions among
people, employment and earnings as
well as improved quality life among
others.

However, the country faces chal-
lenges in mental health management
in the following ways;

The cost of treating mental health
illness is very expensive in Kenya
making it inaccessible to the mil-
lions of people who need assistance.
Equally, there are less mental health
practitioners. For instance, there are
100 psychiatrists and many of them
are located within Nairobi. The rest
are dispersed one psychiatrist per
population making their services
scarce.

Ignorance due to lack of informa-
tion also contributes a lot to poor
help seeking behaviors. This could
be summed up by stigma and dis-
crimination too on matters to do

with mental health. Majority of in-
dividuals especially in rural areas do
not really explore this topic. To be
specific, men keep quiet about it in
a bid to avoid being vulnerable and
as a way of upholding masculinity.
Schools are embracing wellness
talks but the counselling depart-
ments are barely utilized.

It will be important for all health
stakeholders to take up mental
health as a serious health issue. They

need to undertake intensive aware-
ness campaigns on the condition,
prevention, early symptoms and
management and treatment services.
The Government should also allo-
cate more funding to mental health
services and train health workers at
all levels to manage and treat mental
Health Challenges. At the communi-
ty level, grassroots advocacy present
both opportunity for empowerment
towards demystifying stigma and

influencing policy through ground
up advocacy to effectively address
the challenge. This needs engaging
the community and the society as a
whole.

Created by Psychologist Kinya Gi-
tonga.
She is an author of The How’s of
Anger and Thrive. Reach out via
Kinya N Gitonga across all plat-
forms.



This year (2023}, my Father, my
grandmother, and my 14-year-old
daughter Mohigul went on the Umrah
pilgrimage together. Such an incident
happened at the Tashkent airport
that you will not believe. Mohiqul could
not go on Umrah due to a problem
with his passport.

Hearing this news, my grandmother
and Mohigul lamented to Allah.
Mohigul says, "Oh my God, | Finished
the Quran For you, don't you call me
to the bayt, do you hate me?* My
grandmother used to shout and cry
while looking at the sky, saying, "Oh
God, do you hear this baby crying, you
are here, and show your presence
once again, you are kind to the kind,
0 God" They say, “It's easy For you
to open your own roads to Baytin.”
Seeing my grandmother and Mohiqul
crying, even Foreign tourists asked
what was qoing on. Mohiqul said that
he could not qo to the verse of Allah
in his own lanquage.

They continued to observe whether
they understood these words. At
that time, the elder Kamoliddin said
that it was impossible For him to
come and he would bring his Family
members in October and said, “IF you
don't call your son, your grandson will
stay at the airport.” It wasn't right, |
think you'll Eake it home,” they cried.
Until my brother Akmal came,
Grandmother Mohigul took her things
from her bag and said, “Daughter, | wil
definitely take you to the house of
God next month. Don't be upset, God
will do what he said” Mohigul also got
used to it and said, "Okay, you quys
should come.

Allah did not call me. IF he wants, |
will go next month,” he looked sadly
at the sky and whispered, “you can
do anything.” The airport employee,
who was watching them, came to my
grandmother and said, "There is still
a way, but you are too late.” Trust
in Allah, if you qo to the place | told
you and stamp your passport, your
grandson will be allowed to Fly.
But you have 50 minutes. IF you are
late, you will also be lefFt behind”

AL that moment, brother Akmal
arrived, took the passports of my
grandmother and daughter; and called
an acquaintance From Tashkent. He
came quickly.

They took the passports and went
to the said ofFice. Due to the large
number of cars on the road, he was
stuck in trafFfic For a long time.
Brother Akmal wanted to go on Foot.
But the driver didn't sleep. "Hold on,
the roads will open now, we'll get
there soon,” he said
The roads were opened and they
went back and stamped the seal.
Arrived at the airport in 10 minutes.
Everyone was very happy to see
them. As Mohiqul hugged her Father
and said goodobye, her Father gently
said to her, "You see, daughter, even if
you have money, it's difficult if Alloh
doesn’t open the way, so come with
your beautiful prayer”

As they said goodbye, Mohiqul
remembered something. he ran to
say thank you. He Found the man and
thanked you, may Allah be pleased
with you. Then he asked me, | have a
son with disabiiities. He prayed in front
of Allah's verse and asked For healing.
Mohiqul said that | will certainly pray.
AFfter 6 hours, they reached the city
of Madinah. There, they visited the
holy shrines of our Prophet, SAU.
They performed TawaF 7 times and
then returned to the hotel.
Nahidul didn't sleep at night and
Ehought that if I go tomorrow, | will
be lucky enough to catch the Kaba. In
the morning, everyone had breakfast
and went to visit the Kaba. The
miracle of Allah is so great that even
the soldier who was quarding the
Kaba asked twice, “Imam Al Bukhari?”
answered.

Then the soldier let them pass to
the Kaba. So they were lucky enough
to catch the Kaba and pray under
the hymn of gratitudeDuring her
visit, Mohigul continuously blessed
everyone, those who helped him,
especially the disabled child of the
driver’s brother.

AFter their 14-day pilgrimage, they
arrived home safely. We all welcomed
with joy. I also wanted to see
Kabatullah because Mohiqul was so
excited and was crying so much. We
all joined him in crying. May we all be
blessed to visit Kabatullah.

Farzona Hoshimova.
She is a student of the 7th "D class
of Erkin Vahidov creative school in
Margilan city.
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Remembering The Past Times

n the realm of memories, my childhood resides,
A tale of resilience, where strength coincides.
AL Five and a half, | stepped into the school gate,
But the teachers hesitated, unsure of my Fate.

Undeterred, | returned, day after day,

Until the inspection committee came to survey.
They saw the issue, they understoad,

And with their questions, my story they pursued.

Khadija, my First teacher, by my side,
With Shokhrukh, my companion, we'd stride.
In First grade, Sayyorakhan taught with care,

Six boys, eleven girls, a classroom so rare.

| topped the class, at the pinnacle | stood,
Whie Shakhnoza, the poet, expressed her mood.
wJich classmates, a ball game we'd play,
Creating joy From socks, our makeshiFt way.

Childhood unfolded, a cherished treasure,
As my best Friend, my uncle, brought pleasure.
IF the moon were ours to hold and keep,

I'd ask you not to devour it, but let it sleep.

Two stars, one Fierce, the other meek,
Together we shone, unique and sleek.
Sitora, a lioness, memorized with ease,

But |, too, excelled and brought her to her knees.

Scorpion Fans, both chilingly cool,
A Fight ensued, breaking Friendship’s rule.
The planet’s teacher intervened and struck,
For biting, my Friend Faced the teacher’s luck.

As we advanced, middle class arrived,
Teachers tested, their patience derived.
But he, the rebellious, clashed with their might,
Yet on the Football Field, he soared in Flight.

Dildora, a tempest, always in haste,
A Fight occurred, and our bond was misplaced.
But a Fortunate child, | Found a true Friend,
Shokhrukh, my uncle, on whom | could depend.

IF Shokhrukh was there, he'd Flee with the sheep,
Escaping the life of the rich, so deep.
Eight grades passed, with laughter and strife,
A Fight erupted, bruising the Fabric of life.

Abror struck me, my eye swollen and sore,

Fear enqulfed him, quilt pierced to the core.
Anger surged, vengeance sought its release,
A stone thrown, shattering tranquility, peace.

On my way home, a passerby inquired,
Who caused the bruise, my truth | conspired
| claimed | Fell, a lie o protect,

But quilt gnawed within, my soul deflect.

Dilshoda, stubborn, couldnt wait For the end,
SnowFall beckoned, a blizzard to transcend.
Eleven qirls against six boys, they'd play,
Molding snowballs, conquering the wintry Fray.

Senior class arrived, Qodir led the way,
Girls stood tall, boys held at bay.
Yet amidst the turmoil, seventeen souls,
Love blossomed, entwined like intertwined scrolls.

Nine years embraced, May 25, 2017,
Sadness lingers, memories in pristine.
Reluctant to part, yet time’s judgment prevails,
Classmates turned lovers, a bond that never Fails.

Now, a new chapter, a university tale,

Where | blossomed from shy to gregarious, without Fail.

Always engaging, laughter my shield,
Even when hurt, my mirth never concealed.

Thirty-one comrades, a vibrant group,
Dildora, two names, each with a different loop.
One eager For knowledge, the other somnolent,

Contrasting personalities, within them both lent.

Farangis, a blogger. her words race,
A beautiful girl, needing moments of solace.
Fierce and genuine, her voice resonates,

A shout that deafens, as the room navigates.

Marjona and Otabek, youth's tender embrace,
Marjona, a beacon, with a gentle grace.
Mamura, wise and giving, the group’s quiding light,
Akmal, a Friend silent, his presence shining bright.

Gozlalkhan, both beautiful and shy,
Exuding charm, captivating every eye.
December brought a connection, a girl named Dinara,
A Friendship budding, a bond to carry afar.

Elnura, intelligent, always with a laugh,
Her love for reading, a knowledge-Filled path.
Quarrelsome yet kind-hearted, a friend so true,
Elinura, a spirited soul, Forever in view.

Lobar and Nurkhan, artists of wonder,
Their drawings, masterpieces, pulling us under.
Durdona and Khilola, Friends through thick and thin,
A bond unbreakable, Forever akin.

Ulugbek, an aspiration, Shokrukhkhan in his sight,
wich negative thoughts, his mind takes Flight.
Aziz, a voice so captivating and clear,

A charmer, conversing with girls, his Forte dear.

Abdumalik, my First Friend, a bond that remains,
Visiting his home, shared memories in grains.
Nodirbek, devoted to Football's allure,

A player of passion, when untouched, so pure.

Lochinbek, seldom in class, yet briliance he displays,
A street Full of brothers, the path he surveys.
Barno, not always vocal, her love endures,

A loving mother, her warmth ensures.

Surayya, on vacation, but her presence still strong,
Inviting me to celebrations, where Friendships belong.
Gulnoza, once our leader; a Fierce soul,

Now residing afar, in Kashkadarya’s role.

Kunduzkhan, a seeker of knowledge proFound,
In conversation with her, Fascination surrounds.
Bakhtiquikhan, kind-hearted and smart,
Never speaking harshly, a Friend that imparts.

Munisa, a companion, Forever in jest,
Jokes and laughter, a bond that's the best.
A charismatic entrepreneur, leading the wav,
Listening and supporting, each and every day.

Zarifa, the one with idioms in store,
Memorized phrases, inviting rapport.
Shakhistahon, always worried, laughter rare,
Wet in our hearts, she Finds a place to share.

Feruza, once wild, now adorned with a hijab,
A qood-hearted qirl, her cooking a Fab.
United we stand, a group that excels,

Fighting battles, creating stories to tell

From Russian dances to Welsh steps so grand,
We danced with Fervor, united, hand in hand.
MafFtuna, Nurkhan, Marjona, Abdumalik too,

Danced like professionals, hearts imbued.

In our group, harmony reigns supreme,
Thirty-one souls, one body, one dream.
Through years that passed, our bond held tight,
A testament to friendship’s resolute might.

In the realm of memories, we will Forever reside,
A tale of camaraderie, eternally tied.
For we are not just classmates, but lovers, it's true,
Forever connected, our hearts beat as one, me and you.

Wrote by Abdurasulov Nuriddinjon Sharofjon o'l

Abdurasulov Nuriddinjan
He was born on November 12, 2002 in Jizzakh district
of Jizzakh region. He lives at 116 Korpasoy Street, MFV
Korpasoy District, Sharif Rashidov District, Jizzakh Region. In
2017, afFter graduating From the 41st school, he was admitted
to Jizzakh Regional Law College. Already in school and college,
Nuriddinjan stood out From his peers with his ambition and
activeness in public affairs. In 2020, he graduated From the
Juridical College of the Jizzakh region and was admitted
to the Jizzakh State Pedagogical University this year.
Currently, he is a 4th-year student at the Faculty of Foreign
Lanquages of Jizzakh State Pedagogical University.
Nuriddinjan won the 2nd place in the Faculty stage of the
"BEST CREATIVE STUDENT OF THE YEAR" contest of the
Republic "STUDENT OF THE YEAR 2023". He has always
taken an active part in public works, and at the same time,
he has actively participated in many contests.
Nuriddinjon is active as a member of UzLiDeP and an active
member of the youth pulpit.
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100 Participants Attend Bayer’s Regional Youth Summit

By: Capital Correspondent

Worth Noting:

. Bayer East Africa,
working with Kenya Water
for Health Organization
(KWAHO) will seek to pro-
mote this agenda by engaging
the youth to participate in
the 4-day event (three-day
boarding) from 25th to 28th
January 2024 at the Rowal-
lan National Camp, Nairobi
Kenya.

. Anchored in our
brand mission “Health for
All and Hunger for None”
the summit will run under
the theme “Empowering the
youth: Agricultural Transfor-
mation through Agribusiness
and Innovations” which aims
to highlight youth as key and
strategic partners in the fight
against food insecurity and
accelerating agribusiness
while pioneering innova-
tions towards zero hunger

by bringing out the innova-
tiveness, transformational
and empathetical ways that
the youth will showcase in
becoming change-makers and
ring leaders in addressing
food insecurity.
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The delegates come from Kenyatta University School of Agriculture and Environmental Studies and the Kenya National Farmers Federation (KENAFF - Youth Wing) JKUAT)/
BAYER..

A least 100 participants drawn from
two agricultural institutions will
make up Bayer’s East Africa local
Youth Summit 2024 cohort.

The locally-led event seeks to inspire
young agricultural leaders with a pas-
sion for sustainable global agriculture
for the opportunity to learn and col-
laborate with others on solutions to
issues challenging food security.

The delegates come from Kenyatta
University School of Agriculture and
Environmental Studies and the Ken-
ya National Farmers Federation (KE-
NAFF - Youth Wing) JKUAT).

The delegates will explore solutions
facing the planet exploring solution
to use fewer natural resources while
feeding a growing population pre-
dicted to reach almost 10 billion by
2050.

Delegates will look into day-to-day
realities of farming, agricultural pro-
duction, and food consumption and
propose new innovation to transform
today’s challenges into tomorrow’s
breakthroughs.

Bayer East Africa, working with
Kenya Water for Health Organization
(KWAHO) will seek to promote this
agenda by engaging the youth to par-
ticipate in the 4-day event (three-day
boarding) from 25th to 28th January
2024 at the Rowallan National Camp,

Nairobi Kenya.

Anchored in our brand mission
“Health for All and Hunger for None”
the summit will run under the theme
“Empowering the youth: Agricultural
Transformation through Agribusi-
ness and Innovations” which aims to
highlight youth as key and strategic
partners in the fight against food inse-
curity and accelerating agribusiness
while pioneering innovations towards
zero hunger by bringing out the in-
novativeness, transformational and
empathetical ways that the youth will
showcase in becoming change-mak-
ers and ring leaders in addressing
food insecurity.

“In Bayer, Innovation is an integral
part of our work and strategy. We
are committed to empowering the
youth and to help youth leaders ad-
dress different challenges within our
community. Bayer Youth Summit is a
great opportunity for us to empower
the next generation of agricultural
change-makers, since young people
have the creativity and commitment
needed to help feed a growing popu-
lation,” Joern Kraegeloh, Bayer East
Africa Managing Director, explained.
“By supporting youth, we are creat-
ing a passionate network of people
willing to change the way agriculture
works and find new paths for every-

one’s well-being making it more effi-
cient and sustainable,” he added.
While officiating the kick off for the
2024 Bayer Youth Summit Anthony
Maina, Bayer Head of Communica-
tions-Africa emphasized on Bayer’s
commitment to the Youth and on the
need for them to immerse themselves
in Agri-Business and innovation as a
means to combat climate change.

“This Summit is in line with Bayer’s
commitment to collaborate with com-
munities to find solutions for the most
pressing issues,” Maina stated.
Presently half of the world’s young
people live in Sub Saharan Africa.
Although they are heavily and direct-
ly affected by water issues, climate
change and are the most unemployed
group, many youths remain marginal-
ized from political processes and ex-
cluded from participating in decisions
that affect their lives. This happens
without the recognition that these
young people will bear the major
consequences of the policy choices
that are made today.

Conversely, faster progress in the
achievement of the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) is hinged
on the role youths play and the resul-
tant productive change. Young people
have the potential and willingness to
bring about momentous change by

translating the SDGs into a sustain-
able future for all.

At the end of the summit, the stu-
dents will be divided into squads and
will be challenged to develop game
changing ideas aimed at promoting
food security where innovative and
digitally transformative strategies/
ideas are anticipated. An awarding
session to crown the climax of the
summit is scheduled to take place on
Sunday, January 28, 2024 from 11:00
am to 2:00 am whereby the best team
will be awarded a prize of 1000 USD
for them to implement their idea.
Bayer East Africa Managing Direc-
tor, Mr. Joern Kraegeloh, County
Agriculture Stakeholders and Bayer
colleagues are some of the guests that
have been invited to grace the occa-
sion.

Examples of projects pitched and de-
veloped from earlier Summits include
‘Doctor Mind Your Mind", an appli-
cation to create a safe mental health
for everybody; Plastikere’-Recy-
cling and repurposing of plastic to
create a form of charcoal for cooking
and Sensitization on Water Resource
Management in Nyamira South
County. The latter was selected as the
best innovative project in the 2023
cohort.
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Worth Noting:

. In echoing her
sentiments, Dr. Mutunga
said, “Xi Jinping tells
the world that China is
different from the West.
Like the West China
does not respect our
Constitution. Until we
realize how enslaved our
corrupt political leader-
ship and the leadership
of our institutions are
we will lose our coun-

He went further,
“I once described our
economy as a bandit one
ruled by national and
international cartels.
We are ruled by forces
whose names don’t ap-
pear on the ballot papers
when we vote. Those
who entertain the idea
that China will liberate
the Global South from
the West should think
again.”
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Former Chief Justice Willy Mutunga Warns Kenyans On
The Launch Of Chinese Property Developers Association
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Nairobi Governor Johnson Sakaja, Deputy Governor Njoroge Muchiri, Chinese Property Developers Association President Zhang

Jiaping and other leaders during the launch of Chinese Property Developers Association in Nairobi.

Former Kenya’s Chief Justice Dr.
Willy Mutunga has joined voices
with other concerned Kenyans fol-
lowing the launch of Chinese Proper-
ty Developers Association in Nairobi
last week.

According to the association, they
aim to boost property development in
the country.

The Association’s President Zhang
Jiaping said the association has been
established as a platform that will act
as a bridge to serve society and bene-
fit humanity.

However, many are reading from a
different script with suspicions that
there could be more into it than what
the Chinese are saying.

“Nairobi has been auctioned off to
the highest bidder under the “solic-
itous” gaze of Governor Johnson
Sakaja.” Jerotich Seii, human rights
activist says.

“The Chinese Association will turn
whatever is left of the Green City
in the Sun into a vast, unrecogizable
jungle of high rise, concrete tene-
ments that will enrich their Chinese
shareholders and Kenyan surrogates,
all the while destroying our children’s
future.” She sounded the alarm.

She accuses the Chinese of operating
with impunity in the country disre-
garding ethics laws.

“The Chinese Property Developers
Association and their ilk fear no one —
probably not even the law — and laugh
at Nairobians because they know
that the top leadership, including

the Governor, already backs them.
They will continue to exploit “grey
areas” in spite of clear zoning regu-
lations, environmental codes NEMA
and constitutionally enshrined public
participation requirements. They will
despite their assertions — continue to
hide behind architects and contractors
who allegedly grease palms as need-
ed aka the-cost-of-doing-business-in-
Kenya. Their demarche on Nairobi is
akin to a melting iceberg and I want
to believe that we will wake up before
we drown.”

In echoing her sentiments, Dr. Mu-
tunga said, “Xi Jinping tells the world
that China is different from the West.
Like the West China does not respect
our Constitution. Until we realize
how enslaved our corrupt political
leadership and the leadership of our
institutions are we will lose our coun-
try.”

He went further, “I once described
our economy as a bandit one ruled
by national and international cartels.
We are ruled by forces whose names
don’t appear on the ballot papers
when we vote. Those who entertain
the idea that China will liberate the
Global South from the West should
think again.”

Okawo Nashon, a real estate expert
in Nairobi has termed the association
as a joke and insult to the profession-
als in the country, “it is a shameful
joke that should be condemned and
resisted. So what will be next; Chi-
nese Engineers Association? Italians

Contractors Association? Or Mongo-
lian Architects Association? Why not
join the well established Kenya Prop-
erty Developers Association?What is
so special about these Chinese devel-
opers? We want sanity in this industry
not some entitled people out to kick
the can down the road and flee back
when things will be messy. Make
no mistake, we welcome everybody,
but we must have some order.” He
opined.

During the launch, the Association’s
President Zhang Jiaping said the as-
sociation has been established as a
platform that will act as a bridge to
serve society and benefit humanity.
Zhang said the association will act per
government approvals and construct
according to approved drawings. At
the same time, he noted that the asso-
ciation will seek to protect the rights
and interests of property owners.

At the backdrop of all this, one of the
leaders in the association has been
doing the opposite of what’s they’re
saying and promising.

To elaborate that the association is
not as ‘harmless’ and seeks to only
do good things, Ms Seii who is also
a leader of Kilimani Estate residents
association, exposed how Alina Val-
ley Company Ltd, a company associ-
ated with Mr. Jack Wu as the Man-
aging Director. Mr. Wu also happens
to be the Vice Chair of the Chinese
Property Developers Association.

It emerges that the company has al-
legedly been frustrating the residents

of Kilimani by putting up a structure
contrary to the laid rules of the estate.

Anatomy of Corruption

April 2022: Alina Valley Company
Ltd. begins to mobilise heavy duty
machinery on a 1 acre plot on Likoni
Lane to build 3 blocks of 17 storey
apartments. They have no County
Approvals, NEMA or NCA Licenc-
es. The residents are up in arms and
block the road, forcing the developer
to demobilise.

Residents demand that public partic-
ipation is carried out. Alina attempts
to carry out a sham public partici-
pation, where the Kenyan architect
presents drawings labelled Chinese.
The residents reject the project and
ask the developer to go back to the
drawing board and revise the draw-
ings to meet the zoning guidelines
and present them in English.

Alina returns and tries to forceful-
ly carry public participation without
giving the necessary notices and in
the rain to discourage the residents
from participating. The residents re-
ject this and send the developer away.
Alina mysteriously gets approvals
from the County without any public
participation. The residents engage
the Physical Planning Department to
interrogate how this can be possible.
The County duly ignores the resi-
dents.

Related Content: How Man Lost
Sh2.9M In Surrogacy Deal By Fer-
tility Clinic

Alina then submits an EIA report to
NEMA to apply for a licence. The
residents engage NEMA and submit
a comprehensive counter report out-
lining the unsuitability of the site for
such a high- impact project.

Because the report by the residents
makes sense, Alina decides to cancel
the NEMA Licence application and
begin the process all over again as ad-
vised by some NEMA insiders.

Alina once again attempts to force
public participation to tick a box in
meeting the legal NEMA require-
ments by hiring goons to attend the
meeting and intimidate the residents,
some who even threatened the lives
of the residents. This is reported to
NEMA and the County.

The County suspends all the approv-
als they had granted to the developer
on account of the above.

The developer submits a fresh EIA
report to NEMA, without any public

Contd Page 19.



Friday, January 26, 2024 | The Mt. Kenya Times

Former Chief Justice Willy Mutunga Warns Kenyans On
The Launch Of Chinese Property Developers Association

In Kenya
Contd from Page 18.

participation. The residents counter
this with a comprehensive report and
signed petitions, with evidence of in-
timidation by the developer. NEMA
disregards all of the above and grants
the developer a licence.

Apropos of nothing, the Chinese
Property Developers Association
pays a visit to State House and meets
with the First Lady, giving a dona-
tion of 100 water tanks and 10,000
tonnes of maize. (This often seen as
a gesture of asking for favors).

The donations

In early January 2024, the Chinese
Property Developers Association
visits Governor Sakaja.

The very next day, the suspended

approvals for Alina Valley by the
County are ‘mysteriously’ reinstated,
and the NCA also grants them a li-
cence in a record 24 hrs.

January 16, 2024, construction be-
gins with earnest on the site. The
narrow roads on Likoni Lane are
unable to accommodate the con-
struction trucks and machinery, so
the roads are blocked by the trucks
and the residents cannot access their
homes. All this had been highlighted
to NEMA in the report submitted by
the residents, but fell on deaf ears as
envelopes changed hands.

But one wonders how they can be
able to pull off such projects.

They will invite you to fill in some
questionnaires (and probably pad
them with cooked responses). And
then they will invite you to attend a
public participation meeting. They
will set it on a weekday and with less
than a 14 day notice. You will object

— because who wants 18 storeys built
beacon to beacon next to them?
They will go away. Regroup. Go
back to the County. Cook their EIA
(usually written by someone from
NEMA) and submit it to NEMA. Get
their approvals at lightning speed.

Prior to That:

Scavenge for leasehold properties
whose leases are coming to an end
(preferably with elderly or deceased
owners). OR prey on those who
properties are so devalued through
being surrounded by high rise build-
ings (also build by said Chinese). OR
dupe some non-forward thinking in-
dividual into a JV using his/her land.
Import their architectural plans di-
rectly from China; written in Man-
darin — not for our ease of reference.
Find a local architect (usually not a
very seasoned professional) to regis-
ter/localise the plan.

Find their local fixers who are usu-
ally a combination of Chinese na-
tionals (now Kenyan citizens) who
are now called Aaron, Jack, etc, who
work with a couple of Kenyans who
are either the thuggish type or those
who drive around in big vehicles
wearing Gucci and entice neighbours
and associations to receive “com-
pensation” for what they are about
to do. One such lady approached us
on Ndemi Road and it was clear that
her Mandarin was better than her En-
glish or even Kiswabhili.

Look for the rogue-est of rogue sal-
vagers/excavators who know how to
“deal” with the locals.

Descend on the County, NEMA
and all the usual suspects that need
softening and all manner of induce-
ments.

Pretend to tick boxes knowing full
well that their “development” is al-
ready a fait accompli.

Ms Jerotich says the Kilimani case
is not isolated, “this story is almost
identical everywhere you go in Kili-
mani and beyond. How Nairobi City
County and NEMA have turned
against Nairobians is incredible. The
Chinese Property Developers Asso-
ciation believes that by repackaging
themselves; running to State House;
giving donations; and then running
to Governor Sakaja, they are above
the law and the wishes of Kenyans.
They are counting on our silence as
they continue their demarche.”

She adds, “We speak up now or for-
ever hold our peace. This is not just
about Kilimani. This is about the
Nairobi We Want for future genera-
tions and the Chinese Property De-
velopers Association can only but
contributes to a dystopian future be-
cause they have been allowed to run
amok.”

FRANCISTOWN INTERNATIONAL BOOK FESTIVAL AUDITIONS

Calling African Authors!

Date: 20 January- 31 January 2024

Fee.

$11, P150, R200, KZ 10, 000 or use $11 to convert to your currency.

1. Religious/ Faith book.
2. Motivational Book.

3. Children’s book

4. Novel

5. Short stories

6. Poetry Book

7. Folklore

(Bring 2 copies of your hard copy)

Category 2
1.Publisher

2. Book Designer/ illustrator

3. Book promoter

4. Book clubs

Closing date 31 January 2024.

Contact:

+267 76131695
+2677247606-Mrs Opelo

+267 74737118- Mrs Ramasilo
+26774067763- Mrs Pule

FrancistownInteBookfestival @gmail.com

N:b; only successful authors shall be contacted.

Facebook: Francistown international Book Festival

The Mt Benys Times
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MOSES KURIA FOUNDATION - PRESENTS

MESESTIUWRIA

CUP TOURNAMENT

A FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT TO MENTOR AND COUNSEL THE YOUTH
IN MT KENYA REGION 64 CONSTITUENCY COMBINED TEAMS

Matches

CASH PRIZES TO BE WON

Winner : Ksh 5,000,000
Runners-Up: Ksh 3,000,000
Third Place: Ksh 1,000,000

Group One GCroup 2 Group 3
Kikuyu Kabete.Limuru . Lari.Kiambaa Gatundu South,Gatundu North,Juja Kiharu,Mathioya.Kangema, Othaya
Kiambu, Ruiru,Githunguri Thika,Gatanga .Kandara Maragwa Tetu,Mukurweini,Mathira,Nyeri
Kigumo

Group 4 Group 5 Group &
Kieni, Laikipia East, Laikipia West Kinangop,Naivasha,Ndia.Gichugu Kuresoi South, Kuresoi North, Rongai,
Laikipia North, Ndaragwa .0l Joro Kirinyaga Central. Mwea, Molo,Njoro Nakuru West Bahati Subukia,
Orok. Ol Kalou, Kipipiri Nakuru East, Gilgil

Group 7 Group B

Mbeere South Mbeere Morth, Chuka Imenti Morth .Trgal'lia East .Tigarl-ia West,
Igamba Ngombe . Maara Tharaka Imenti Igembe Central.lgembe North, igembe
south. Imenti Central. Buuri South, Manyatta, Runyenjes

glli_" lup

FOOTBALL u ES
‘g @ KENYA
f';"" FEDERATION rou nntﬂuu
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*The government will collaborate with sports federations to enhance identifying of talents in the

grassroots, Sports CS Ababu Namwamba has said.

Ababu: Government To Accelerate
Talent Search In The Grassroots

Files: Ababu Namwamba speaks after formally taking over as the new Cabinet Secretary for Youth Affairs, Sports and Art during a handover ceremony on
October 10, 2022. (PHOTO/Courtesy).

By Citizen Team

The government will collabo-
rate with sports federations to
enhance identifying of talents in
the grassroots, Sports CS Ababu
Namwamba has said.

Speaking on Thursday during
the launch of KCB scholars
athlete program in Eldoret,
Namwamba underlined the im-
portance of standard sports facil-
ities in every region to facilitate
growing talents.

“Very soon we are rolling out an
elaborate program to train coach-
es and scouts in different parts of
the country. We are also upgrad-
ing our sporting facilities in or-
der to provide our athletes with
proper training environments,”
said Ababu.

Meanwhile, Ababu noted that

the government has instituted
measures to reward athletes as a
way of securing their future even
after retirement.

“Even now as you prepare for
the Paris Olympics future, we
will give you the very best en-
vironment for preparations. The
government honours you be-
cause you bring honour to this
country,” said the CS.

The Sports CS further under-
scored the government’s com-
mitment to fight doping, which
he says threatens Kenya’s sport-
ing legacy.

“The fight against doping will
continue because we want our
athletes to run clean we want
them to shine with the mental-
ity of zero doping just like the
greats of this country who make
us proud that is our aim as a

country,” added Ababu.

Ababu said the government has
opened 50 athletic centres across
the country to support growth
the development of talent from
grassroots.

Uasin Gishu governor Jona-
than Bii said they are working
with various stakeholders such
as ADAK to prevent doping,
calling for recruitment of local
coaches.

His Elgeyo Marakwet counter-
part Wesley Rotich raised con-
cerns over shortage of coaches in
the country, calling on stakehold-
ers to come together and bridge
the gap.

Also in attendance was former
world marathon record holder
Eliud Kipchoge and world 5000
meters champion Faith Kipy-
egon, who encouraged the schol-

ars to balance between education
and athletics.

“I started my career when I was
very young, running bare foot
and with so many struggles but
through hard work, discipline
and dedication I have won med-
als everywhere. You can also
follow my footsteps and become
what you dream to be,” stated
Kipyegon.

On his part, Kipchoge noted that
talent development and educa-
tion go hand, urging the young-
sters to be keen on both.

“When you are well educated,
it is easier to protect your talent
and what comes through it...”

Report by Cyrus Sholim and
John Kyanda
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*The third edition for the Sirikwa Classic Cross Country tour will be used to select the team which will represent

Kenya during the Africa Cross Country Championships slated for February 25 in Tunis, Tunisia

Kenya’s Africa Cross Team To Be
Picked During Sirikwa Classic

Athletics Kenya (AK) President Lt. Gen (Rtd) Jackson Tuwei. (PHOTO/Gilbert Kiprotich).

The third edition for the Sirikwa
Classic Cross Country tour will be
used to select the team which will
represent Kenya during the Africa
Cross Country Championships
slated for February 25 in Tunis,
Tunisia.

This is according to AK president
Jackson Tuwei.

Tuwei was speaking during the
launch of this year’s edition at
Lobo village in Eldoret where
he said they are expecting tough
competition with 17 countries
confirming their participation in
the event so far.

“It is therefore pleasing to know

that this event will be used to se-
lect for the Africa cross country
championships to be held next
month in Tunis — Tunisia.
“Athletics Kenya is currently
implementing the World Athlet-
ics sustainability strategy through
athletics for a better world pro-
gram,” said Tuwei.

The Confederation of African
Athletics (CAA) last held the
competition in 2018 in Chlef, Al-
geria with Team Kenya topping
the medal standings.

Alfred Barkach and Celliphine
Chespol won the men’s and wom-
en’s senior titles as Rhonex Kipru-

to bagged the under-20 men title,
and Tuwei is expecting Kenya
to continue her dominace in this
year’s competition.

“This preparation is the begin-
ning of the major cross country
events. We therefore look forward
to continue this positive trajectory
by our athletes,” added Tuwei.
Race Director Barnaba Korir
thanked the Uasin Gishu Coun-
ty Government for their support
in hosting athletics events, and
pledged AK’s support to many
more upcoming events.

“We want to thank the gover-
nor (Jonathan Bii) for being part

of this program, and as Athletics
Kenya we will continue support-
ing athletics programs in this
County and ensure that everything
is done excellently,” stated Korir.
This year’s Sirikwa Classic Cross
Country will be held on February
3, with Royal Media Services be-
ing the main media sponsor.

Citizen Sports
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Education Is About To Undergo A Revolution In The Future
As The Discipline Of Chemistry Undergoes An Upgrade

By: Erkinova Yoqutjon Jasurbek
Q @themtkenyatimes

Various techniques can be applied in
the subject of education during train-
ing. There are several shortcomings
in the field of chemistry education in
particular, including the utilization
of new technology in chemistry lab-
oratory work and the use of auxiliary
software tools in chemistry lectures.
In the future, the nation will find it-
self in a very perilous scenario if this
topic is not deemed necessary.

The growing number of chemical
industries, the fact that a large por-
tion of the food consumed is made
of chemical goods, and the source of
air pollution all have a very negative
impact on the environment, endan-
gering human health and the world’s
flora. The problem is worldwide and
the output is evident. It is crucial to
pay attention to the educational sys-
tem because of this. This will get
worse as long as chemistry is not
given more priority in the education-

al system.

Improving students’ knowledge
skills and concretizing them, send-
ing them to foreign countries for
training, sending students abroad for
training in order to enhance and con-
cretize their knowledge and abilities.
bringing up the issue with the staff.
Due to the fact that the education
staff is not up to par, it is imperative
that they enhance their knowledge
and abilities, and that they collabo-
rate with the professors to enhance
the foreign education system’s
knowledge and skills.

The school’s laboratory spaces and
chemistry textbooks need a thorough
overhaul and organizing. I suggest
bringing improvements to the uni-
versity education system, including
the introduction of an online text-
book in chemistry. The main ideas
of this textbook are that all students
have offices that are connected to the
Internet, where they can store their
chemical knowledge and collaborate
with peers from esteemed interna-
tional universities.

This textbook will become very

important and provide its results
if it is included as an international
textbook. The employment of novel
chemicals and materials in science
and the chemical industry, the man-
ufacturing of pharmaceuticals, and
their interchange with regional raw
resources all occur in this age of sci-
entific and technological advance-
ment. Global strategies to prevent
the illicit trade in medical goods and
localization of development—that
is, the manufacturing of medical
goods’ high investment appeal—are
implemented. Producing goods to
preserve or enhance human health is
one of the pharmaceutical industry’s
defining characteristics. The phar-
maceutical sector is a major player
in the general health care system
since, in the current world, the health
of the health care system determines
the fate of the country.

In conclusion, it is necessary to ad-
vance all fields of research, includ-
ing chemistry, in the twenty-first
century. After all, the toxins from
different industries can be fixed
chemically alone, illustrating Men-

Erkinova Yoqutjon Jasurbek .

deleev’s theory that “there is a toxic
substance without a toxic amount.”
This will enhance our ecosystem,
and the call to prayer will pave the
path for eradicating the flaws in our
atmosphere.

Erkinova Yoqutjon Jasurbek Kizi.
2nd grade student of the Bachelor’s
dagree in chemistry at the National
University of the Uzbekistan. erki-
novayoqutjongmail.com

By: Kenjayeva Nozik
© @themtkenyatimes

Child is the joy of a person’s eyes
and soul. When a person starts a
family, he wants to have sweet chil-
dren. It’s no secret that many people
want to have a boy, and among those
who give birth to a girl, there are
those who are depressed. It is said
in our religion: “To Allah belong the
heavens and the earth. He creates
what He wills, He gives a daugh-
ter to whom He wills, a son and a
daughter to whom He wills, and He
does not give them both to whom He
wills. He is the All-Knowing.

There are not only many hadiths
about the girl child, but also many
poems and books.

There is no breeze in the house
without a girl

In the girl’s house, jambil and basil
do not grow

Sons have no business with fathers
The girl remembers her father with

Role Of Women’s On Society

every breath.

Tell me your daughter is inferior to
any boy

Mornings do not come early in a
house without a daughter

In the morning, the sun does not lie
on the porch

I didn’t know what kind of friend he
would be

A girlfriend will not sell your secret
Your unwavering eye in difficult
times

Tell me which son is inferior to your
daughter

Tell me whose bag is not full

Those ignorant people who read
that there are times in Otayo’s bo-
som, there were times in their lives
when having a girl child was an hon-
or for people.

If we look at history, we can cite
as an example of the certificate that
most women are brave and ready to
sacrifice their lives for the country.
In addition, women show sever-
al times more bravery than in this
distribution. they are not only queen
mother sister and sister also today
the attention of girl child in the soci-

ety is increasing day by day day gen-
der equality is being demanded and
many new laws to protect women’s
rights is a proof of the state’s and
the whole society’s great achieve-
ment towards women and girls.

Kenjayeva Nozik was born 2007
year, Samarkand region, Past-
dag ‘om distirikt opa Juma. Current-
ly student of 69-school 10th grade.
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