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More than 150 pubs in Wales and England have shut down in
the first three months of last year

Brews For British Pubs
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No fizz in the UK pub trade, punter stay away,

Meet Ntsiki Biyela, the first black
female winemaker in South Africa
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Africa
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The never-ending war on truth
Journalists speaking truth to power
are under attack in Zimbabwe
Media

as closures hit a record high:

TROUBLE BREWS FOR BRITISH PUBS HIT BY

CRIPPLING COSTS AND CASH CRISIS

By: Shamlal Puri
Associate Publisher

& Senior Editor - UK
shamlalpurid@gmail.com

Hit by a major cash crisis and
loss of customers, an increas-
ing number of pubs are clos-
ing their doors permanently
in the United Kingdom as the
industry fights for survival,
losing its fizz, and all the Gov-
ernment is giving is verbal
froth with lacklustre action or
incentives to boost their busi-
ness.

More than 150 pubs in

Wales and England have shut
down in the first three months
of last year.
In 2023, according to officials,
194 pubs were lost forever due
to conversion demolition, in-
cluding venues like Crooked
House in Himley.
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The good old days...

customer

Pulling a
pint is an art that needs to be
mastered along with a smile.
Here, this bartender serves a

In that year, a total of 386
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pubs were lost permanently.
A shocking 1,293 pubs close
their doors to their commu-
nities, depriving them of so-
cial meeting venues.
According to the British In-
stitute of Inn Keepers, three
in four pubs were not profit-
able in 2023.
The total closures have lost
£100 million to local econ-
omies and over 20,000 jobs,
and a staggering 64 million
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Criticism of Israel’s war and
occupation is not anti-Semitism
Anti-Semitism is a plague

Asia

fewer pints sold,

The 26-year-old YouTuber conquering

A disturbing 51 pubs are | French journalism
closing each month, a signif- | Journalism
icant jump from 32 lost pubs | -, cor

monthly throughout 2022.

It is early to calculate the
figures for the first quarter of
this year until the next couple
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‘Russia’s African lab’: How Putin won over Burkina Faso after

French adieu

In the heart of Burkina Faso’s capital,
Ouagadougou, a poster advertising
free Russian language courses has
been attached to the large, iconic
model of a globe on a road inter-
section which locals refer to as the
“United Nations roundabout”

In the 1980s, the Soviet Union

Enjoy Endless Wildlife and Safari .

Experiences in Kenya

VISIT MAGICAL KENYA

(USSR) had a strong presence in Af-
rica through diplomatic representa-
tion and cultural centres, including
in Burkina Faso. Three decades since
Russia left large parts of Africa amid
the breakup of the Soviet Union,
however, signs of its return are visi-
ble in Burkina Faso, where the capi-

tal’s walls are adorned with pro-Rus-
sian graffiti, and Russian flags fly in
the streets.

“Something has changed, and it is
eye-catching. You can feel it imme-
diately, walking the streets and the
roundabouts,” said a resident who
asked to remain anonymous for fear

of repercussions from the govern-
ment, which has been controlled by
the military since a coup in January
2022. In the aftermath of that coup,
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Higher taxes will not cure fiscal shortfalls

By: Zipporah Kuria
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

. The scale of illicit
trade in Kenya is nothing
short of alarming. Ac-
cording to the National
Baseline Survey on Coun-
terfeit and Other Forms
of Illicit Trade in Kenya
released in 2020 by the
Anti-Counterfeit Au-
thority (ACA), the total
value of illicit trade was
KES 826 billion in 2018,
a 14% increase from KES
726 billion from 2017.

In terms of their Gross
Domestic Product (GDP)
share, this represents an
increase from 8.9% in
2017 t0 9.3% in 2018.

. Currently, ACA
estimates that the num-
bers may have hit more
than KES 1 trillion in
2023. While manufactur-
ing currently contributes
7.8 % to GDP, the negative
extraction from GDP by
illicit trade cancels out
the contribution by the
manufacturing sector.
Research by the Kenya
Association of Manufac-
turers (KAM) shows that
members lose about 40%
of their market share to
counterfeits.

In the face of growing strong
economic headwinds, the
Kenya Revenue Authority
(KRA) has grappled with
slow growth in tax revenue,
highlighting the need for
innovative solutions rath-
er than resorting to higher
taxation.

Despite the introduction of
new higher taxation mea-
sures, the current fiscal
years first quarter regis-
tered its slowest pace of in-
crease since 2018, excluding
the COVID-19 pandemic
year.

Recently, the Internation-
al Monitory Fund (IMF)
expressed concerns over
recent shortfalls in tax rev-
enue collection for quarter
one of 2023/24 target that
was missed by KES 79.0
billion, in its 6th review of
Kenyas extended arrange-
ment program. In its latest
forecast, the Treasury proj-
ects a KES 133.5 billion
shortfall in projected reve-
nue for 2023/24.

The Treasury’s budgetary
outlook paper of September
2023 cites a drop in motor
vehicle and fuel imports as
well as lower-than-forecast
sales of beer, spirits, and
cosmetics, as significant
factors in this slowdown as
the spiraling cost of living
takes its toll.

Like most countries, Ken-
ya is feeling the reverbera-
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tions of a global poly-cri-
sis. Lingering fallout from
the COVID-19 pandemic,
Russia/Ukraine war, Isra-
el/Hamas conflict and the
challenges caused by cli-
mate change are all having a
significant impact.

Despite this, focusing on
problems that are controlla-
ble locally can help to alle-
viate the wider malaise. The
growing menace of illicit
trade is one such area that
deserves increased atten-
tion from our lawmakers.
The scale of illicit trade in
Kenya is nothing short of
alarming. According to the
National Baseline Survey
on Counterfeit and Oth-
er Forms of Illicit Trade in
Kenya released in 2020 by
the Anti-Counterfeit Au-
thority (ACA), the total
value of illicit trade was
KES 826 billion in 2018, a
14% increase from KES 726
billion from 2017. In terms
of their Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) share, this
represents an increase from
8.9% in 2017 to 9.3% in
2018.

Currently, ACA estimates
that the numbers may have
hit more than KES 1 trillion
in 2023. While manufactur-
ing currently contributes
7.8 % to GDP, the negative
extraction from GDP by
illicit trade cancels out the
contribution by the manu-
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facturing sector. Research
by the Kenya Association
of Manufacturers (KAM)
shows that members lose
about 40% of their market
share to counterfeits.

Mlicit trade is damaging our
nation’s economic devel-
opment. While criminals
orchestrate these activities,
the impacts are borne by
ordinary citizens and legit-
imate businesses.

In Kenya, counterfeiting is
the most prevalent form of
illicit trade. It not only takes
away the citizens right to
quality and genuine prod-
ucts but also puts lives at
risk by infiltrating the mar-
ket with substandard and,
in many cases, very dan-
gerous goods. There have
been media reports of illicit
food and beverage products
causing illnesses, disability,
and death.

Case and point, counterfeit
alcoholic products whose
consumption has in the past
resulted in tragic outcomes.
The safety of Kenyans must
come first.

KAM continues to work
with  the  Government
through its agencies such
as ACA to create aware-
ness among consumers on
the presence of counter-
feit products in the mar-
ket while advocating for
interagency collaboration,
coordination, and cooper-

ation among the national
enforcement  institutions
mandated to combat vari-
ous forms of illicit trade.

In addition to counterfeit-
ing, illicit trade includes
tax evasion, which deprives
KRA of billions in tax reve-
nue annually. This substan-
tial loss — last measured at
over KES 153 billion a year
and rising - limits the gov-
ernment’s ability to finance
crucial public services such
as education and infrastruc-
ture development.

To fill this fiscal black hole,
there are often calls to in-
crease the taxes which
consumers pay on goods,
including excise duty. How-
ever, when imposed indis-
criminately, high taxes only
exacerbate this issue by
driving consumers toward
cheaper, often illicit alter-
natives.

Smugglers can buy cheap-
er untaxed or lightly taxed
products such as alco-
hol, cigarettes, or sugar in
neighbouring countries or
from illegal sources and
sell them in Kenya at prices
below the legal market rate,
but still at a hefty profit. The
significant rewards for such
criminality can encourage
corrupt practices within
law enforcement agencies,
customs, and other govern-
ment bodies, making it even
more challenging to combat

these illegal activities.

In essence, the illicit trade
menace jeopardizes Kenya’s
society, economy, and over-
all well-being, demanding
urgent attention to prevent
the loss of vital tax reve-
nue exceeding Sh150 bil-
lion annually. Therefore,
concerted efforts must be
made to combat the illicit
trade scourge, safeguard the
rights of consumers, protect
the integrity of businesses,
and bolster the nation’s eco-
nomic prospects.
Addressing the challenges
posed by high excise tax-
es and illicit trade requires
a multi-faceted approach
that combines fiscal, reg-
ulatory, enforcement and
public awareness measures.
Simplifying tax structures
and implementing fair and
transparent tax policies can
help address illicit trade.
Further, collaborating with
neighbouring countries to
harmonize tax policies and
regulatory measures can
help tackle smuggling. En-
hancing border security and
customs enforcement to de-
tect and deter illicit trade is
also crucial. This includes
investing in technology and
training for law enforce-
ment officers. Implement-
ing robust track-and-trace
systems for certain prod-
ucts, such as cigarettes and
alcohol, can help authorities
monitor the supply chain
and combat illicit trade.

In conclusion, the battle
against illicit trade requires
collective efforts from all
stakeholders — government
bodies, law enforcement
agencies,  manufacturers,
and vigilant consumers. It is
imperative to work collab-
oratively, considering the
unintended consequences
of taxation policies, to safe-
guard the nation’s economic
prospects and well-being.

The writer is the Chairper-
son of the Anti-illicit Trade
Committee at the Kenya As-
sociation of Manufacturers.
She can be reached at info@
kam.co.ke.
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: Encouraging individuals
and communities to minimize waste by adopting
practices such as reducing consumption, reusing
materials, and recycling.
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Commonwealth Family

Commonwealth Family: A Call for Unity and
Action in Addressing Global Challenges

By: David Cameron
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. Thanks to our
strong ties, the cost of
trade between Common-
wealth members is more
than 20% lower than

the costs of trading with
non-Commonwealth
members.

. We have made
enormous strides in re-
cent years in empowering

women and girls, backing
4000 businesses owned by
women across the Com-
monwealth to become

more competitive.

. And we are work-
ing hard together to
promote our values. The
Commonwealth came to-
gether to stand by Guyana
when it was threatened.
And Commonwealth
missions have observed
dozens of elections since
we agreed our new Char-
ter.

On 11 March, some 2.5 bil-
lion of us will come together
to celebrate the Common-
wealth family. 75 years after
the London Declaration, I
will join this family’s many
nations, faiths and commu-
nities at a service at West-
minster Abbey.

I was Prime Minister when
the Commonwealth agreed
a new Charter, a milestone
in our family’s history. For
the first time, we had a sin-
gle document setting out
our core values and shared
goals.

Today, as Foreign Secretary,
I want our family of nations
working in partnership to
uphold these values and ful-
fil these goals. I am proud of
the work Commonwealth
members do in partnership
in areas ranging from the

David Cameron.

rule of law to protecting the
environment.

We are bound together by
our many connections and
inspired by our incredible
diversity. This makes us a
strong and respected voice
in the world, capable of ad-
dressing global challeng-
es. It means all our citizens
can benefit from belonging
to this family in their daily
lives.

Thanks to our strong ties,
the cost of trade between
Commonwealth members is
more than 20% lower than
the costs of trading with
non-Commonwealth mem-
bers.

We have made enormous
strides in recent years in em-
powering women and girls,
backing 4000 businesses
owned by women across the

Commonwealth to become
more competitive.

And we are working hard
together to promote our
values. The Commonwealth
came together to stand by
Guyana when it was threat-
ened. And Commonwealth
missions have observed
dozens of elections since we
agreed our new Charter.
The bonds our family shares
matter all the more as we
face great global challeng-
es. I believe this is especial-
ly true for our small island
members. Our Charter
recognised their particular
needs in building their resil-
ience, especially in the face
of climate change. This glob-
al challenge impacts these
states relatively more given
their geography.

It is to our families that we

turn when we are most in
need. I want these states to
know they can turn to their
Commonwealth family to-
day.

We have a major opportu-
nity this year. The Com-
monwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment will be meeting in
a Pacific island country for
the first time, gathering in
Samoa this October. This
gathering takes place a few
months after the once-in-a-
decade UN Small Island De-
veloping States Conference
in Antigua and Barbuda this
May.

These states are already har-
nessing the power of nature
to tackle the causes and
impacts of climate change.
Just look at Papua New
Guinea, protecting some of
the world’s most important
forests, on which we all de-
pend. Or take the sixteen
Commonwealth small is-
land states working as part
of the global coalition com-
mitted to protecting at least
30% of the world’s ocean by
2030.

We can offer much more
support to these efforts.
Britain is doubling its provi-
sion of international climate
finance. And last autumn
the Prime Minister made
our biggest ever contribu-
tion to the Green Climate
Fund, the largest global
fund to support developing
countries in responding to
climate change.

This will help. But the big-
gest challenge these states
face is accessing the interna-
tional funding itself. Despite
being low emitters uniquely
exposed to the threat of cli-
mate change, they receive

a minuscule proportion of
such funding.

So many of these states said
to me at COP - ‘we keep
hearing ~ announcements
about green finance, but it
seems so hard to get hold
of the money and get proj-
ects financed. That is what I
want to fix.

A dedicated Common-
wealth hub has helped to
mobilise more than $310m
of climate finance for our
small island members since
2016. This year, as members
of the same Commonwealth
family, let’s build on this and
go much further.

Britain has particular lever-
age as a major donor to the
big multilateral develop-
ment funds and banks. We
are working particularly
closely with these banks to
scale up by hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars the funding
they offer developing states.
But all members can play a
role. Many of us are donors.
Others have experience to
share in accessing finance
from such funds and banks
themselves, and making best
use of them on the ground.
This year, in Samoa, we have
a chance to show them and
our other small island mem-
bers just what the Common-
wealth means. An effective
association. A unique net-
work. A reliable source of
support. In short, a family.

The author is UK’s Secretary
of State for Foreign, Com-
monwealth and Develop-
ment Affairs.
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State Sets Aside Sh250 Million For The Upcoming
Wildlife Census

By: AGENCIES
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Kenya has allocated 250 million
shillings (about 1.86 million U.S.
dollars) for undertaking the 2024
wildlife census, an official said Fri-
day.

Patrick Omondi, chief executive of-
ficer and director of the state-owned
Wildlife Research and Training In-
stitute, told journalists in Nairobi,
the capital of Kenya, that the exer-
cise, which will end by June 2025,
will seek accurate data for the pop-
ulation of all aquatic and land-based
wildlife species in the country.

“We have begun preparations for
conducting the 2024 wildlife census
which will be the second national
scale census since 2021, Omondi
said during the inception meeting
for the 2024 wildlife census which
marks the commencement of the
pivotal initiative aimed at conduct-
ing comprehensive wildlife enu-
meration across various regions of
Kenya.

Climate Change

Omondi noted that the counting
exercise will deploy the use of air-
craft, boats, cameras as well as geo-
graphic information systems that
target wildlife species in terrestrial
and aquatic ecosystems. The census
will ensure continuous monitoring
of wildlife resources to obtain data
on the status of wildlife including
trends, threats, challenges, and op-
portunities.

He said that the planned census is
particularly important following the
devastating drought in 2022 that im-
pacted wildlife resources heavily in-
cluding endangered species such as
elephants and grevy’s zebra.

Elephants are seen in Taita Hills Wildlife Sanctuary, Taita-Taveta County, Kenya, Oct. 28, 2023. (Xinhua/Han Xu)

Europe is creating an agricultural sinkhole for
Africa, to uphold the politics of pseudo science

By: Jenny Luesby
XXAXXXXXXXXXXX

It seemed a sweet political move for
the European Commission at the
time, following countless distorted
campaigns from environmentalists
exploiting the membership and rev-
enue power of claiming food and
drink contamination and environ-
mental catastrophe.

Facts weren’t a necessity in this: the
point was scary headlines. Just one
example, now impacting most of
Africa, were claims that one of the
world’s newest and cleanest insecti-
cides was wiping out bees, essential
to the pollination of human food. It
made a powerful narrative, creating
images of a future world devoid of
pollinated fruits.

It just didn’t happen to be true. The
pesticides don't affect bees and the
bee population is rising rapidly ev-
erywhere, including in nations still
using the targeted pest controls. But
the bee campaign, and many oth-
ers claiming far-fetched health and
environmental risks, had, by then,
driven public opinion and pseudo
science into a frenzy of opposition
to pesticides

The timing couldnt have been
worse, as climate change began in-
exorably increasing the range and

Jenny Luesby

volume of plant pests and diseases.

Thus, as Europe rolled out ever more
bans of pesticides deemed low risk
elsewhere, its agricultural produc-
tion began stagnating and declining.
It gave farmers rounds of compensa-
tion, rising to now half their income.
But, as the pest losses mounted, Eu-
ropean producers began protesting

against ‘unfair’ competition from
imports still allowed to use pest pro-
tection, very often from Africa.

This saw Europe turn to the mission
of enforcing its extra pesticide ‘pre-
cautions’ in Africa too. It began by
moving most of the Maximum Res-
idue Levels for these risk-approved
pesticides to a technical zero. This

triggered a World Trade Organi-
sation dispute that is still running,
driven by the US and India, but in-
cluding multiple African nations,
decrying the effective pesticide bans
as trade barriers.

The EU then additionally intro-
duced new lists of quarantine pests,
most of which required the banned
pesticides to control.

African agricultural exporters were
caught in an effective pincer move-
ment, locked out by pests they could
no longer control.

In West Africa, the impact on the
cocoa sector, which alone accounts
for over a third of all African agri-
cultural exports to the EU, has been
so severe, cocoa prices have now
soared. Coffee has also been hurt,
while, in Southern Africa, the fruit
and nut industries, which account
for another 14 percent of Africa’s
total agricultural exports to the EU,
are hanging on a thread. Last year,
Europe demanded South Africa
chill all oranges for export at below
2 degrees Celsius for 20 days before
shipping instead of using pest pro-
tection, triggering industry warn-
ings of a 20 percent fall in exports
and thousands of job losses.

But, in Kenya, efforts to maintain
flower, fruit and vegetable exports to
the EU have triggered even greater
extremes, with the local banning of
pesticides targeted by Europe draw-
ing warnings from the CEO of the

Kenya Fresh Produce Consortium
of a $1bn food production loss per
year. More recent estimates show the
country will move into a food crisis
from 2025 as a result.

For Africans cannot survive if maize
is left for the Fall ArmyWorm that
destroys up to 70 percent of crops,
or cocoa is given up to mirids that
also damage over 70 percent, wheat
to complete destruction from leaf
rust, and coffee to coffee berry borer.
African governments are juggling
between limiting their export col-
lapse - to maintain import funds
without which all development
slows — and ensuring food produc-
tion and food security at home.

It is a dire trade-off - being driven
by a policy so divisive in Europe
that the European Parliament, last
October, voted against a new bill to
further halve its own pesticide use,
while EU President Ursula von der
Leyen has said pesticide withdraw-
als have now become “a symbol of
polarisation” for the EU

In Africa, they are creating poverty,
hunger.and reversed development,
and now the solution to Europe’s
newest political protests over them
is to hit Africa harder still.

Jenny Luesby is a development con-
sultant specialising in climate change,
and the publisher of FarmBizAfrica.
com
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Senegal’s top opposition leaders released from
prison as elections loom

Freedom for Ousmane Sonko and Bassirou Diomaye Faye could dramatically alter the election

race.

Senegal's top opposition leader,
Ousmane Sonko, has been released
from prison, triggering jubilant cel-
ebrations outside the prison as well
as across Dakar, the capital.

State broadcaster RTS reported
Sonko was freed along with key
ally Bassirou Diomaye Faye late on
Thursday.

Their release comes after a crisis
triggered by President Macky Sall’s
decision to postpone the February
25 presidential vote and was expect-
ed following last week’s passage of
an amnesty law for acts committed
in connection with political demon-
strations since 2021.

The election, which authorities
wanted to postpone for 10 months,
is now due to take place on March
24.

“They came out in front of us,” said
lawyer Cheikh Koureyssi Ba.

Sonko was at the heart of a bitter
two-year standoff with the state and
has been in prison since July.

The legal case against him, along
with rising economic and social ten-
sions, led to deadly unrest between
2021 and 2023.

Sonko came third in the 2019 presi-
dential election but was barred from
running as a candidate in this year’s
poll.

News of his release brought thou-
sands of supporters onto the streets

of Dakar, chanting Sonkos name on
the street outside his house. Some lit
flares, danced or blasted their mo-
torbike and car horns.

“We've been waiting for this day for
so long. Prayed for it,” said 52-year-
old health worker Fatima, who gave
only her first name. She had rushed
to join the crowd when she heard
Sonko and Faye were free.

“I believe Sonko can change the
country, she said.

The opposition leader is popular
among young people and his fiery
campaign to tackle corruption has
resonated in a country where the
cost of living is rising and many peo-
ple are struggling.

“Its a joy. It's incredible. They re-
leased Ousmane Sonko!”, said
31-year-old Mamadou Mballo
Mane.

After he was disqualified from con-
testing the election, Sonko endorsed
Faye to replace him on the ballot.
Faye, who was jailed in April 2023,
has been unable to address voters in
person since campaigning kicked off
on March 9.

Incumbent Macky Sall is not stand-
ing for re-election this year. His
last-minute decision to defer the
February presidential vote led to
unrest in which four people were
killed.

Bouts of unrest since 2021 have left

Thousands took to the streets to celebrate Sonko’s release [Seyllou/AFP]

dozens dead and led to hundreds of
arrests in a country often viewed as
a pillar of stability in West Africa,
where there have been dozens of
coups and attempted coups in recent
decades.

Sonko has always maintained there

was a plot to keep him out of the
2024 election, while his camp and
the government have traded blame
for the violence.

He had been jailed since the end of
July on a string of charges, including
provoking insurrection, conspiracy

with terrorist groups and endanger-
ing state security.

His political party was also dis-
solved.

Source: News Agencies

Niger suspends military cooperation with US:
Spokesman

The suspension follows an earlier move that has seen thousands of French soldiers exit the West

African nation

Niger has suspended its military
agreement with the United States
“with immediate effect’, according
to the ruling military spokesman
Colonel Amadou Abdramane, in a
blow to US security interests in the
region.

The pact allowed US military per-
sonnel and civilian defence staff to
operate from Niger, which plays a
central role in the US military’s op-
erations in Africa’s Sahel region and
is home to a major airbase.

The decision, announced on Satur-
day, came after senior US officials
— led by Assistant Secretary of State
for African Affairs Molly Phee and
US Africa Command head General
Michael Langley - visited the West
African country earlier this week to
discuss democratic transition.
Speaking on local television, Abdra-
mane said the US delegation did not
follow diplomatic protocol, and that
Niger was not informed about the
composition of the delegation, the
date of its arrival or the agenda.
“Niger regrets the intention of the
American delegation to deny the
sovereign Nigerien people the right
to choose their partners and types of

The Niger junta spokesman said the US tone was condescending and threatened
Niger’s sovereignty [File: Souleymane Ag Anara/Reuters]

partnerships capable of truly help-
ing them fight against terrorism,”
Abdramane said.

The US military had some 650 per-
sonnel working in Niger in Decem-
ber, according to a White House
report to Congress. The US military
operates a major airbase in the Niger
city of Agadez, some 920km (572
miles) from the capital of Niamey,

using it for manned and unmanned
surveillance flights and other oper-
ations.

A drone base known as Air Base
201 near Agadez was built at a cost
of more than $100m. Since 2018 the
base has been used to target ISIL
(ISIS) fighters and Jamaat Nusrat
al-Islam wal Muslimeen (JNIM), an
al-Qaeda affiliate, in the Sahel re-

gion.

‘A huge blow to the US’

Reporting from Washington, DC, Al
Jazeera correspondent Shihab Rat-
tansi said the move is “a huge blow
to the US”.

“Niger is the centre of US operations
in west and north Africa, notably at
its Air Base 201, the most expensive
construction project ever undertak-
en by the US government. It’s there
for war on terror operations but it’s
really there also for great power pro-
jection against countries like Russia
and China”

Last October, Washington officially
designated the military takeover as a
coup. But in December, the top US
envoy for Africa, Phee, said the US
was willing to restore aid and secu-
rity ties if Niger met certain condi-
tions.

The military said the delegation had
accused Niger of partnering with
Russia and Iran on “secret” deals,
which the government denies. Of-
ficials also said the US had “threat-
ened” action against Niger if the
Niamey fails to cut ties with both
countries.

The military government “force-
fully denounces the condescending
attitude accompanied by the threat
of retaliation from the head of the
American delegation towards the
Nigerien government and people”,
spokesman Abdramane added.

A US official, speaking on the con-
dition of anonymity to the Reuters
news agency, said the officials had
“frank discussions” in Niamey ear-
lier this week about the trajectory
of Niger’s ruling military council -
known by its French initials CNSP.
“We are in touch with the CNSP and
will provide further updates as war-
ranted,” the official added.

Niger has been under military rule
since July 2023 when an elite guard
force led by General Abdouraha-
mane Tchiani detained President
Mohamed Bazoum and declared
Tchiani ruler.

Like the military rulers in neigh-
bouring Mali and Burkina Faso, Ni-
ger has also kicked out French and
other European forces. Both Mali
and Burkina Faso have turned to
Russia for support.

Source: Al Jazeera and news agencies
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Noting:

. The total closures
have lost £100 million to
local economies and over

20,000 jobs, and a stagger-
ing 64 million fewer pints

sold,
. A disturbing 51
pubs are closing each

month, a significant jump

from 32 lost pubs month-
ly throughout 2022.

. It is early to cal-
culate the figures for the
first quarter of this year

until the next couple of
months.

. Soaring energy
costs, staffing costs, high
taxes and lack of custom-
ers are killing the indus-
try so severely that even
the commercial value

of pubs is plummeting
so badly that buildings
which have run pubs for
decades are being demol-
ished for redevelopment
or used for other purpos-
es.

of months.

Soaring energy costs,
staffing costs, high taxes and
lack of customers are killing
the industry so severely that
even the commercial value
of pubs is plummeting so
badly that buildings which
have run pubs for decades
are being demolished for
redevelopment or used for
other purposes.

Official Government data
from commercial real estate
sources proves that as high
as 60% of buildings are gone
or redeveloped for other
purposes, including offices,
homes, or nurseries.

When the pubs close, thy
rarely reopen, even under
new management. The busi-
ness, which once was very
lucrative, is losing its fizz.

The brewing industry is
begging the Government for
relief and to act.

Rishi Sunak’s adminis-
tration is busily fighting its
own battle for survival in
the forthcoming general
elections, internal political
squabbles within the Party
and the opposition that it
does not have much time
and desire to think of the
plight of the pubs.

It is not only England but
also the rest of the United
Kingdom bearing the brunt
of the battering the pub in-
dustry is getting.

In Wales, media sources
say, the number of pubs ly-
ing vacant or being offered
to let dropped to 39,634 in
the first quarter of last year.

High energy costs and
the Government’s failure
to boost the industry are
among the many reasons for
the closure of an increasing
number of pubs in the Unit-
ed Kingdom.

Pub landlords are under
immense pressure as they
struggle to keep their doors
open despite a dwindling
number of customers who
avoid visiting their favourite
bars because of rising food
prices as they struggle to
feed their families.

Pub owners have lashed
out at the Government’s fail-
ure to address their prob-
lems.

The British Beer and Pub
Association warns that the
average energy bill for a pub
would rise by £18,400 a year
with little sign of relief from
the Government.

The situation is so des-
perate that some pubs are
forced to hike the prices of a
pint (of beer) to a whopping
£15 to £20 to stay afloat.

Pub landlady Miranda
Richardson gave up her

village pub after her ener-
gy bills soared to £30,000 a
quarter, totalling £120,000
per year.

Additionally, to run her big
pub, she employed six bar
staff, a wait staff, and a chef,
adding to her running costs.

The business cost her

£5,000 a week just to keep
the doors open.
Her pub, aptly named Live
and Let Live, in Harpole,
Northampton, received a
gas bill of more than £7,000
and an electricity bill of
around £20,000.

The previous year these
costs were £6,000 less. Her
gas bill was around £1,500
for three months or £6,200
less per annum.

To break even, Miranda
said she would have to sell
“roughly 1,400 pints of la-
ger” to pay her costs.
Though she loved her pub,
she could not sustain run-
ning it, so she put her hands
up and decided to shut the
door.

The writing was on the
wall, and she found it im-
possible to keep it open.

The pub tucked away in
a small village was no doubt
popular, but people had a
cost-of-living crisis to afford
to visit this pub—clients
who came to her pub three
or four times a week before
were staying away.

Miranda is one of the
thousands of pub owners
struggling for survival, even
in 2024, as the costs contin-
ue to soar, and the Govern-
ment is giving nothing but
merely lip service sympathy.

Those holding on to their
pubs are finding they must
fund their activities with
their resources or bank
loans in the hopes that the
sign of recovery will soon
come.

Unfortunately, businesses
grappling with the energy
crisis cannot predict their
monthly energy bills as no
price cap is imposed on this
sector.

For every Budget, they
hope the Government will
offer them some incentives,
but they are minuscule and
far in between coming, only
probably around election
times.

The relationship between
the Treasury, alcohol and
cigarette makers and to-
bacconists is always riddled
with higher taxation at every

Contd Page 11.
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MPs are increasingly demanding 20 percent relief. Here, MP Steven Crabb, centre, joins the

campaign for justice for brewers

Scotland pubs are also suffering and are demanding protection from the Government by cutting
the tax burden, says Stuart Malcom of CAMRA above

Nik Antona, CAMRA National Chairman, says the Government save the pubs and the brewing
industry
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Noting:

. Pub landlords are
under immense pressure
as they struggle to keep
their doors open despite
a dwindling number of
customers who avoid vis-
iting their favourite bars
because of rising food
prices as they struggle to
feed their families.

. Pub owners have
lashed out at the Govern-
ment’s failure to address
their problems.

. The British Beer

and Pub Association
warns that the average en-
ergy bill for a pub would
rise by £18,400 a year with
little sign of relief from
the Government.

. The situation is so
desperate that some pubs
are forced to hike the
prices of a pint (of beer)
to a whopping £15 to £20
to stay afloat.

. Pub landlady
Miranda Richardson gave
up her village pub after
her energy bills soared to
£30,000 a quarter, total-
ling £120,000 per year.

Budget.

Smokers and drinkers are
clobbered with high taxes
that help raise funds for the
Treasury.

Besides the energy costs hit-
ting the pubs, the culprit has
also.

been Covid and the lock-
downs of recent years when
customers were stopped, by
law, from going to the pubs
during the pandemic.

Desperate drinkers who

had gathered at one local
watering hole in Britain
were forced to hide in the
pub’s cabinets when there
was a raid during a lock-
down.
Many pubgoers would in-
stead go to the supermar-
kets and buy their drinks to
sip at home plopped in front
of the TV.

Johnny was a regular at
a local pub in his village
every weekend to catch up
with his work friends. He
stopped going there for the
last two years and says he
has no desire to return.

Their confidence in run-
ning these pubs has been se-
riously dented.

The recent Spring Budget
delivered by the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, Jeremy
Hunt, angered the brewing
industry.

The post-budget hang-

over has not yet gone among
pubgoers.
Nik  Antona, Chairman
of Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA), slammed the
Government, saying, “The
Budget was a missed op-
portunity to show ‘backing
for the Great British pub” by
not significantly cutting tax
on draught beer and cider
served in pubs.

He noted the slight relief
in the Budget, the freezing
alcohol duty until February
2025, which will be wel-
comed by consumers and
breweries, helping mitigate
an additional hike in costs
to be passed on to pubs and
pubgoers”

CAMRA, considered one
of the most successful Eu-
ropean consumer organisa-
tions, represents beer drink-
ers and pubgoers across the
UK.

Making duty on draught
beer and cider significantly
lower would promote drink-
ing in the regulated setting
of a local community and
help small and independent
producers who sell mainly
into pubs and taprooms to
compete against the global
brewing giants and super-
market alcohol.

CAMRA said it would

continue to campaign for
the Treasury and all political
parties to back their demand
of making the tax on pints
in pubs 20% lower than the
general duty rate.

Mr Antona said the Gov-
ernment should have cut
VAT on alcohol.

“Cutting VAT on all sales
in the hospitality sector
would have been a simple
way to support consumers
and beer and pub businesses
in all parts of the UK - help-
ing to keep the nation’s pubs,
social clubs and breweries
alive and thriving at the
heart of communities and
local economies.

“The Chancellor should
still consider cutting VAT
for these businesses to ease
the significant financial bur-
dens on the sector and help
to reduce the rate of pub and
brewery closures, which de-
prive consumers of commu-
nity pubs and choice of local
beers”

There was a time when
there was no business like
the pub business in the
United Kingdom, where one
couldenjoy a stift drink in
the saloon bar, and a cloud
of smoke from cigarettes,
cigars, and pipes floated in
the bar. In exchange for
one Pound coin fed into it,
jukeboxes were churning
out loud music of the day, or
there was live entertainment.
Public house landlords were
raking in money not only
from alcohol sales but also
from the tobacco vending
machines in the corridor or
by the washrooms, which
were ringing with falling
coins that ejected cigarette
packets. In the early 1960s
and 1970s, many former
residents of Tanzania, Ken-
ya, and Uganda went into
the lucrative pub business,
buying thriving pubs from
retiring local ~ Britons and
joining the Irish, pioneers
in the industry. They made
their money while the going
was good.

The British pub is a distinc-
tive socialising centre which
has played a vital role in the
UK’s urban and rural com-
munities.

Sadly, times are now chang-
ing, and the pub owners are
fasting, down on their knees,
and struggling for survival.

The pubs are so bad these
days that London has no
nightlife. The streets are
dead most nights at a time
when revellers used to
crowd in central London
and the outer suburbs going
to pubs to enjoy the friendly
atmosphere and socialise.

Forced to shut down...Miranda Richardson says she loves running the pub, Live and Let Live, but
cannot sustain the rising costs and energy bills. Photo Courtesy

Few customers wait outside this London pub

Weekends were partic-
ularly overcrowded in the
past, but one pub said it was
soul-destroying to see just
one customer in one Lon-
don pub.

The staff had come pre-
pared to receive their regu-
lar customers but had just
one at around 7 in the eve-
ning.

Some publicans were

forced to shut their pubs
earlier and keep them closed
throughout the day when
the British culture saw them
open throughout the week.

CAMRA said the increase
in energy prices would cause
pub running costs to in-
crease by 500-600%, threat-
ening many establishments
with closure.

Pub landlords know that

they cannot pass the high
costs of the pint to their
customers who are already
struggling with their cost-
of-living crisis, and high
costs would prevent them
from coming to drink at

Contd Page 13.
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Meet Ntsiki Biyela, the first black female winemaker
in South Africa

By: Soni Adriance
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. Ntsiki remembers
her fondly, a strong wom-
an who worked hard for
her family. Ntsiki grew up
in Zululand and remem-
bers not having much, but
seared in her memory is
her grandmother’s visit to
her school, interrupting
her Standard Ten Chemis-
try class and giving her 20
cents.

. Ntsiki remem-
bers feeling moved even
though her grandmother
felt a little hurt she didn’t
have more to give, “I was
excited, and she was hurt,
and the gesture really
moved me. I loved seeing
her” Ntsiziki recounts.

. The love Ntsiziki
received from her grand-
mother, she pours into
everything she does.
Aslina wines have six
wines in their portfolio;

a Methode Cap Classique
(also known as MCC,
South Africa’s sparkling
wine), a Sauvignon Blanc,
a red blend named Umsa-
sane (The Acacia Tree), a
Chardonnay, a Cabernet
Sauvignon, and a Chenin
Blanc.

Ntsiki Biyela, the Director of
Aslina Wines, is a trailblazer.
A woman of many acco-
lades, Ntsiki is the first fe-
male black winemaker in
South Africa, the winner of
the Diversity and Transfor-
mation Award at the 2021
Wine Harvest Commem-
orative Event, and she was
listed as the world’s top 10
most Innovative Women
in Food and Drink by For-
tune’s Food & Wine in 2017,
to name a few.

It’s not just Ntsiki who's tak-
ing home awards, so are her
wines. Aslina’s wines have
won awards in the 2022
Veritas Wine Awards, Saku-
ra Japan Womens Awards
2022, Decanter World Wine
Awards 2022 and more.
Walking into Aslina’s newly
opened tasting room I was
immediately struck by three
things: Ntsikis maternal,
loving, energy, her passion
for wine, and the aroma of
traditional South African
dishes to accompany our
wine tasting - a welcomed
change from the typical
cheese board.

Aslina is a brand that pays
tribute to Ntsiki’s beloved
late grandmother.

Ntsiki remembers her fond-
ly, a strong woman who
worked hard for her fam-
ily. Ntsiki grew up in Zu-
luland and remembers not
having much, but seared in
her memory is her grand-
mother’s visit to her school,
interrupting her Standard
Ten Chemistry class and
giving her 20 cents.

Wine consumption in India has risen from negligible levels in 1995 but volumes still stood at just 20 million litres in 2021, accord-
ing to the International Organisation of Vine and Wine

Ntsiki remembers feeling
moved even though her
grandmother felt a little hurt
she didn’t have more to give,
“I was excited, and she was
hurt, and the gesture really
moved me. I loved seeing
her” Ntsiziki recounts.

The love Ntsiziki received
from her grandmother, she
pours into everything she
does. Aslina wines have six
wines in their portfolio; a
Methode Cap Classique
(also known as MCC, South
Africa’s sparkling wine), a
Sauvignon Blanc, a red blend
named Umsasane (The Aca-
cia Tree), a Chardonnay, a
Cabernet Sauvignon, and a
Chenin Blanc.

These award-winning wines

are paired with Bobotie,
Chakalaka, and Pap, incred-
ibly flavourful traditional
South African dishes.
Ntsiziki notes that opening
the tasting room is just the
beginning for Aslina. Here,
she hopes to be able to share
her story, grow the business,
and eventually open her
own wine cellar.

She continues to grow her
business through bureau-
cratic setbacks as she be-
lieves in doing the hard
work and paving the way for
the next generation of black
South African winemakers.
When Ntsiziki isn’t build-
ing her business or public
speaking, you can find her
at the Pinotage Develop-

ment Academy teaching and
training.

A few of the graduates from
these programs get the op-
portunity to work with
Ntsiziki at Aslina. When I
ask how she keeps her spirits
high, she says she’s a spiritu-
al woman and leans on her
faith.

She sees herself in the stu-
dents at the Pinotage De-
velopment Academy and it
encourages her to keep go-
ing, keep growing, and keep
encouraging change.

As for the future of the black
winemaking industry in
South Africa, Ntsiziki seems
hopeful. She appreciates
that change is hard and be-
lieves that for the industry to

change for black people, it’s
going to need those who are
in the forefront to be able to
admit they’re not doing it
for themselves, they’re doing
it for those to come.

She wants to leave the next
generation in a better posi-
tion than where she was at
their age.

Through all this work,
Ntsiziki lives by the motto,
“do everything from a place
of love”. That love is certain-
ly apparent in her passion,
her wines, and her brand.
On your next trip to South
Africa, you should take a
moment to experience it
yourself.

Article written by Soni Adri-
ance
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Noting:

. The relationship
between the Treasury;,
alcohol and cigarette
makers and tobacconists
is always riddled with
higher taxation at every
Budget.

. Smokers and
drinkers are clobbered
with high taxes that help
raise funds for the Trea-
sury.

. Besides the energy
costs hitting the pubs, the
culprit has also.

. been Covid and
the lockdowns of recent
years when customers
were stopped, by law,
from going to the pubs
during the pandemic.

. Desperate drink-
ers who had gathered at
one local watering hole
in Britain were forced to
hide in the pub’s cabinets
when there was a raid
during a lockdown.

. Many pubgoers
would instead go to the
supermarkets and buy
their drinks to sip at
home plopped in front of
the TV.

For sale.... The owner of this pub decided to pout it on sale rather than bear the costs of running it

their pubs.

The current average cost
of a pint of beer in London is
£5.90, and in the rest of the
UK £4.21 instead of £1.25 a
pint, but some drinkers say
these are fictitious figures.
Some posh pubs in London
can charge anything from
£16-£20 a pint.

Drinkers say these are
“rip-oft prices’,

George, another drinker,
said, “If these prices con-
tinue to rise, people will
stop going to the pubs, add-
ing, “Not only will the
Government lose consider-
able money in the taxes they
impose, but there will even
be more social damage as
people would vent out their
frustration and there.
could be street violence”

These high costs kill the
drinks trade and close pubs.

Some estimates say that
a pub must sell 1,000 pints
to gain £310, not consid-
ering the costs of broken
beer glasses and restroom
repairs.

Taxpayers believe by add-
ing the burden of taxation
on beer drinkers; the Gov-
ernment has another option
to fleece and drain the work-
ing taxpayer as the pub must
pass the cost to the custom-
er,

Some people say the tax
on one pint of beer is double
the price of the production
cost.

Without the Government’s

incentives and intervention,
it seems unlikely that pub
businesses will survive, and
breweries will close the way
things are now.

If the Government fails to
act and cut taxes, says one
regular pubgoer, pubs will
close, and it will be an open
season for bootleggers who
make a comeback.

Shut its doors in this crisis,
Blacks was a popular pub in
the UK

For sale...This pub had no choice but to put it on sale due to the crisis
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‘Russia’s African lab’: How Putin won over Burkina
Faso after French adieu

Russia has been increasing its influence in Burkina Faso, where disillusionment with French
politics has left a void

By: Justin Yarga
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Worth
Noting:

. A football tour-
nament, a graffiti festival,

a photo exhibition, film
screenings, a public con-
ference, and a daily radio
show called “Russian Time”,
during which hosts speak

in a mixture of French and
Russian, are some of the
events that take place in
Ouagadougou every day, as
local frustration for former
coloniser France has been
exploited by Russia to secure
influence in the country.

. Organisations such
as the African Initiative -
which describes itself as “an
association of Burkinabe
and Russians whose aim is
to strengthen friendship
and mutual understanding,
peace and harmony between
the peoples of Burkina Faso
and Russia” - and Russia’s
cultural centre, The Russian
House, are working to pro-
mote Russia’s image in the
country.

This charm offensive began
in early 2022 and has gained
ground significantly since a
grand Russia-Africa summit
was held in Saint Petersburg
at the end of July 2023.

Supporters of Burkina Faso’s military government leader, Ibrahim Traore, hold the national flags of Burkina Faso and Russia during
a demonstration in Ouagadougou on October 6, 2022. Traore was appointed president of Burkina Faso a day earlier following the
West African country’s second coup in less than nine months [Issouf Sanogo/AFP]

which overthrew the elected
president, Roch Marc Chris-
tian Kabore, Russian flags
began to appear during an-
ti-French protests.

At a time when Russian
President Vladimir Putin,
who is seeking re-election
for a fifth term as leader of
the country this weekend, is
no longer welcome in many
parts of the world follow-
ing the invasion of Ukraine,
Moscow is seen as a friend
in Ouagadougou.

A football tournament, a
graffiti festival, a photo ex-
hibition, film screenings,
a public conference, and
a daily radio show called
“Russian ~ Time”, during
which hosts speak in a mix-
ture of French and Russian,
are some of the events that
take place in Ouagadougou
every day, as local frustra-
tion for former coloniser
France has been exploited
by Russia to secure influence
in the country.
Organisations such as the
African Initiative - which
describes itself as “an asso-
ciation of Burkinabé and
Russians whose aim is to
strengthen friendship and
mutual understanding,
peace and harmony between
the peoples of Burkina Faso
and Russia” - and Russia’s
cultural centre, The Russian
House, are working to pro-

mote Russias image in the
country.

This charm offensive be-
gan in early 2022 and has
gained ground significantly
since a grand Russia-Africa
summit was held in Saint
Petersburg at the end of July
2023. During that summit,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin promised to send aid
to Burkina Faso and duly
followed up on January 26
this year with an official do-
nation of 25,000 tonnes of
wheat as part of that prom-
ise.

In spite of France
Dissatisfaction with French
influence has grown on two
fronts. One of these is cul-
tural. One researcher who
did not wish to be named
explained that many people
in Burkina Faso do not iden-
tify with what they see as the
West European country’s
progressive policies, such as
same-sex marriage, and see
less permissive Russian at-
titudes as more in line with
their own.

“Russia is popular in Burki-
na Faso today because peo-
ple are fed up with French
politics,” explained a Burki-
nabe university professor
and researcher who also
requested anonymity. “The
Russians sensed that France
poorly negotiated its turn

with Africa. It has arrived in
a country in the throes of a
divorce with France,” the re-
searcher added.

“In the case of Burkina
Faso, Russia is making sig-
nificant diplomatic gains
by repositioning itself in
areas that have traditionally
been Western strongholds.
And the best part is, it can
achieve this at a lower cost,”
said Newton Ahmed Barry,
a Burkinabe journalist cur-
rently in exile in France.
Like Mali and Niger - two
neighbouring countries led
by military governments
- Burkina Fasos primary
complaint against the for-
mer coloniser, however, is
its inability to curb threats
from armed groups in the
Sahel region since 2013.
France had been providing
military support to Sahel
countries in this fight, with
troops deployed in Mali
since 2013, in Niger since
2014, and special forces that
have been based in Ouaga-
dougou since 2009. Despite
this, armed groups have
remained powerful, and
protests filled with Russian
flags and images of Vladimir
Putin took place in Ouaga-
dougou in January 2023 to
demand the departure of the
French military and its am-
bassador.

Russia has tried to step into

the void. Under the lead-
ership of Captain Ibrahim
Traore, who took power in
a second coup in Septem-
ber 2022, Burkina Faso has
strengthened its military co-
operation with Russia, seek-
ing support from Moscow
in its fight against armed
groups. “It is an official and
assumed option to make
Russia the partner, replacing
all other partners, name-
ly, Westerners and mainly
France,” Barry said.

He added that the move is
not a “diversification of part-
nerships’, but rather a clear
choice to rely on Russia to
equip the army and protect
the regime - similar to Rus-
sia’s involvement in Syria,
the Central African Repub-
lic and Mali.

In November 2023, the first
group of Russian soldiers
landed in the capital city
of Burkina Faso, followed
months later by another
group of about 100 Russian
military advisers.

A ‘laboratory’ for Russian
expansion

Since then, the signs of a
shift from French to Russian
influence have become in-
creasingly apparent. In Oua-
gadougou, large French-
owned companies like the
telecom giant Orange or
the brewer Brakina are still

present. But, apart from
these businesses, significant
changes are happening po-
litically, diplomatically and,
lately, increasingly cultural-
ly.

These “influence initiatives”
recall the ones in the Central
African Republic (CAR),
where Russia, through the
Wagner mercenary group-
exp, anded its influence in
the country in 2018 and,
from there, onto other coun-
tries in the region, such as
Mali.

Observers refer to the CAR
asa “laboratory” for expand-
ing Russian influence in
sub-Saharan Africa through
Wagner. While Wagner has
no current official presence
in Burkina Faso, they say
this process is being repeat-
ed there, too.

“Burkina is becoming the
laboratory of the post-Pri-
gozhin Russian presence,
where the dominant actor is
the Russian state,;” Maxime
Audinet, a French research-
er and expert in Russian
information influence, said.
He was referring to Yevge-
ny Prigozhin, the leader of
Wagner who was killed in a
plane crash north of Moscow
in August 2023, two months
after openly criticising Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine and
staging a rebellion.

On February 24, four large
flags, including Russias,
were displayed in front of the
stands at the Sports Com-
plex of August 4 Stadium
where a martial arts tour-
nament was taking place.
Competitors from Russia,
Burkina Faso, Mali and Ni-
ger competed in a combat
sport almost unknown to
the public - sambo, a mar-
tial art originally from the
Soviet Union and similar to
mixed martial arts (MMA).

The tournament, dedicated
to Vladimir Putin, was or-
ganised by the Sambo Sports
Association and African Ini-
tiative.

“The fact that it is the sam-
bo is not trivial,” said Audi-
net. “This martial art was
developed during the Sovi-
et Union and was popular
among the Soviet military
and intelligence service
members. It’s a hyper-Soviet
sport, and it's mind-blowing
to see it is being promoted in
Ouagadougou.”

Source: Al Jazeera
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OPINION

The never-ending war on truth

Journalists speaking truth to power are under attack in Zimbabwe and across the globe.

By: Tafi Mhaka
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. Sixteen years
earlier, in January 1999,
two journalists, Mark
Chavunduka and Ray
Choto, who worked for
the Standard newspaper,
were forcibly disappeared
for 10 days. While under
illegal detention, they
suffered electric shocks

to their hands, feet, and
genitals and their heads
were submerged in drums
of water. When they even-
tually appeared in court,
they both had burn marks
on their bodies. Their
alleged crime was to pub-
lish a story about 23 army
officers being arrested for
plotting a coup against
President Mugabe.

. In 2008, Jestina
Mukoko, a prominent for-
mer TV journalist, who
also runs an NGO, was
abducted from her home
in the middle of the night,
detained incommunicado
for days and tortured by
alleged state agents, for
her alleged involvement
in planning anti-govern-
ment protests.

. She thankfully
survived her horrific
ordeal, and returned to
her family and advocacy
work.

Reporters take part in a protest against the killing of Palestinian journalist Yasser Murtaja, in the

southern Gaza Strip, April 8, 2018 [Ibraheem Abu Mustafa/Reuters]

On March 9, 2015, five men
driving a white truck with
a concealed number plate
abducted Itai Dzamara, a
Zimbabwean journalist and
activist, from a barbershop
in the Zimbabwean capital
Harare.

Within seconds, he was bun-
dled into the unmarked car
and driven to an unknown
location.

Dzamara has not been seen
ever since.

Eight days before his en-
forced disappearance, he
had called on Zimbabweans
to demonstrate against the
tough and deteriorating so-
cioeconomic conditions in
their country.

And he had called on
then-President Robert Mug-
abe to resign.

His forced disappearance
was not an extraordinary
event in a country where
journalists were (and still
are) routinely harassed and
detained by authorities for
publishing stories deemed
to be “politically sensitive”
or damaging to those in po-
sitions of power.

Sixteen years earlier, in Jan-
uary 1999, two journalists,
Mark Chavunduka and Ray
Choto, who worked for the
Standard newspaper, were
forcibly disappeared for 10
days. While under illegal de-
tention, they suffered elec-
tric shocks to their hands,
feet, and genitals and their
heads were submerged in
drums of water. When they
eventually appeared in
court, they both had burn
marks on their bodies. Their
alleged crime was to publish
a story about 23 army offi-
cers being arrested for plot-
ting a coup against President
Mugabe.

In 2008, Jestina Mukoko, a
prominent former TV jour-
nalist, who also runs an

NGO, was abducted from
her home in the middle of
the night, detained incom-
municado for days and tor-
tured by alleged state agents,
for her alleged involvement
in planning anti-govern-
ment protests.

She thankfully survived her
horrific ordeal, and returned
to her family and advocacy
work.

But Dzamara has not been
as lucky. He has never re-
turned home to his wife and
two young children.

Every year on the anniver-
sary of his disappearance,
Zimbabweans take to social
media to remember him and
to vent their frustrations
about Zimbabwe’s
ingly never-ending war on
journalists, and truth.
Despite efforts by civil so-
ciety and the main oppo-
sition party, the state ap-
pears extremely reluctant
to solve Dzamara’s case and
finally deliver justice to his
long-suffering family.
Mugabe has been out of
power since 2017, and
Zimbabwe is supposedly
a changed country, but to
date, the Zimbabwean gov-
ernment has not even both-
ered to launch a high-level
investigation into Dzamara’s
violent abduction.

This speaks volumes about
Harare’s unrelenting con-
tempt for the truth, and war
on those who dare to speak
truth to power.

Whoever disappeared Dz-
amara clearly intended to
instil a great deal of fear in
media practitioners and
kill journalism in the small
southern African country.
To some extent, they have
succeeded.

As recently as this Feb-
ruary, a local paper, the
NewsHawks, was forced to
abandon its investigations

seem-

into the Zimbabwe Nation-
al Army after subtle threats
from senior army officials.
Journalists who dare to
investigate military and
government corruption in
Zimbabwe still expect to be
harassed, unlawfully arrest-
ed, tortured or worse to this
day.

Regrettably, Zimbabwe is
not an outlier. This procliv-
ity to threaten or kill the
messenger to conceal bitter
truths appears to be endem-
ic across Africa and around
the globe.

Joao Chamusse - a veteran
Mozambican journalist, and
the co-owner and editor of
online newspaper Ponto por
Ponto - was found dead in
the backyard of his house
in KaTembe, Maputo City,
on December 14, 2023. His
neighbours said they heard
him scream for help before
falling silent.

His horrendous murder
came on the back of a wave
of intimidation against jour-
nalists and media outlets in
the run-up to this year’s gen-
eral election.

In Lesotho’s capital Maseru,
Ralikonelo  “Leqhashasha”
Joki, who was a prominent
reporter for Tsenolo FM ra-
dio station, was shot at least
13 times by unknown as-
sailants as he left the studio
after a show in May 2023.
Joki was highly critical of
state officials, and his death
appears related to his en-
deavours to expose the truth
and hold government offi-
cials accountable for their
actions.

It would be amiss to speak of
the war on truth tellers with-
out paying homage to the
Palestinian journalists killed
in Israel's war on Gaza. At
least 88 Palestinian media
workers have been killed as
they braved shelling to ex-

pose Israel's genocidal vio-
lence.

Israels war on journalists
who expose the injustice of
its occupation and its abuse
of Palestinians did not begin
with this latest war, either.
Shireen Abu Akleh, a Pales-
tinian-American journalist
and correspondent for Al
Jazeera, was shot dead in
May 2022 while reporting
on an Israel raid in the Jenin
refugee camp. And Israel
had killed dozens of media
workers before her.

I despair at the loss of Abu
Akleh, and all the other
brave, admirable Palestinian
journalists who had been si-
lenced by Israeli bombs and
bullets.

I mourn for Leqhashasha,
Chamusse and all the others
who have been slain for ex-
posing corruption or speak-
ing truth to power.

My heart bleeds for the fam-
ily of Dzamara, and those of
other “disappeared” journal-
ists across the globe, who
will likely never learn what
actually happened to their
loved ones.

I feel the deepest pain, how-
ever, for those journalists
who I fear will meet similar
fates in the coming months
and years.

Indeed, in the absence of
strong legal repercussions,
there is every chance that
other journalists will go
missing or be killed by “un-
known” people in Zimba-
bwe.

The same is true for those
working in Lesotho, Mo-
zambique and elsewhere.
And we know Israeli bombs
continue to fall on Pales-
tinian journalists as I write
these lines.

When a journalist is killed
or disappeared, people are
quick to express sympathy
and voice condemnation.
Following such news, our so-
cial media timelines always
fill with messages honouring
their lives and achievements.
Governments, NGOs, and
international  institutions
issue statements, and vow
to hold those responsible to
account.

Words of empathy and con-
demnation are of course
commendable, but what is
needed above all is simple:
justice.

In the case of Zimbabwe,
the African Union and the
Southern African Develop-
ment Community (SADC)
have to stop paying lip ser-
vice to press freedom and
demand answers from Pres-
ident Emmerson Mnangag-
wa. And they should take

immediate action to prevent
the repeat of this atrocity.
To this end, all relevant re-
gional bodies and the Af-
rican Union should move
to harmonise national me-
dia regulations and ensure
member states do not enact
laws that impede fundamen-
tal freedoms.

For a long time, unrepen-
tant rogue states have sub-
jected independent-minded
and principled journalists
to state-orchestrated repres-
sion, violence and murder.
That is why the International
Criminal Court (ICC) must
investigate and prosecute
the Israeli officials who have
paved the way for the deaths
of 88 Palestinian journalists.
In December 2023, Report-
ers Without Borders (RSF)
filed its second complaint
with the ICC for alleged war
crimes committed by the
Israeli army against Pales-
tinian journalists. The RSF
has concluded that Israel
has been deliberately target-
ing Palestinian journalists to
silence truth about its geno-
cidal actions.

In an age where misinfor-
mation and disinformation
are commonplace, millions
of lives would be placed in
constant jeopardy without
the work of fearless and
principled truth tellers.

In a time where autocrats
like Mnangagwa believe
they are beyond reproach,
the truth cannot become a
scare commodity.

Nothing will bring back
Leqhashasha, Chamusse or
Abu Akleh.

I do not believe Dzamara
will ever return home, ei-
ther.

But they will forever remain
our unsung heroes, like all
the others who lost their
lives in this never-ending,
global war on the truth and
truth tellers.

Let’s honour their lives by
standing up for journalism
and bringing their killers to
justice.

Let’s honour their lives by
doing everything we can to
make sure we do not lose
any other brave truth tellers
to senseless state violence.
The views expressed in this
article are the author’s own
and do not necessarily re-
flect our editorial stance.

Mhaka, a social and political
commentator, has a BA Hon-
ours degree from the Univer-
sity of Cape Town
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Criticism of Israel’s war and occupation is not
anti-Semitism

And claiming that it is harms the fight against the very real and growing threat posed by anti-Semitism.

By: Maximilian Hess
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. Republican Party
leaders have refused to
criticise Collins, and long
ago moved from shunning
Greene to accepting her as
one of the party’s leading
lights. Even Elise Stefan-
ik, the third most senior
House Republican, has
refused to rebuke either
Collins or Greene, though
it was her questioning

of the presidents of the
University of Pennsylva-
nia (UPenn) and Harvard
over their response to
protests critical of Israel’s
actions in the Gaza Strip
that ultimately led to their
resignations.

. Stefanik’s silence
may have something to

do with the fact that she
herself has dabbled in

the “Great Replacement”
conspiracy theory, as has
Greene - though the lat-
ter’s flavour included the
inanely insane, and deeply
anti-Semitic, claim that
“Zionist supremacists”
were behind an imagined
plot to flood the West
with migrants. And yet
today Greene casts herself
as “pro-Israel”.

ETOHING

NEVER AGA\

FORANYONE.

Activists from Jewish Voice for Peace occupy the pedestal of the Statue of Liberty on November 6,
2023 in New York City. The group has been occupying high profile New York City locations calling
for a ceasefire in Gaza [Stephanie Keith/Getty Images/AFP]

Anti-Semitism is a plague.
And one that is, as I have
realised in the aftermath of
Hamas’s horrific terror at-
tack in Israel on October
7, far more endemic than I
was willing to accept before,
despite having been ques-
tioning and confronting this
hate all my life as the child
of an American Jewish and
Catholic German couple.
Anti-Semitism, its prevalent
nature, and the shame and
guilt for the Holocaust that
sit at the heart of Germany’s
memory culture have indeli-
bly shaped my life.

My late grandmother never
acknowledged being aware
of Germany’s crimes to-
wards Europe’s Jews. I did
not believe her, but it did
not matter. Whenever we
came to visit, she always in-
sisted that my siblings and
I tour the Jewish cemetery,
Europe’s oldest, in the city of
Worms, where she spent her
final years.

My parents separated when
I was young, but my moth-
er often told us the story of
how my elder brother and
I were baptised in the same
Catholic Church where my
father had gone to school
because my atheist father
wanted to please his devout
mother. It was only as an
adult that I learned from my
father that it was in fact my
Jewish mother who insist-
ed on it. Less than 50 years
prior European Jews spent
fortunes acquiring fake bap-

tismal certificates in an at-
tempt to escape the Nazis.
My mother, like countless
others, clearly knew the re-
vival of this ancient hatred
always loomed as a threat.
Today, however, it appears
the world has turned upside
down. The fight against the
scourge of anti-Semitism
is under threat from those
who refuse to criticise Isra-
el’s actions in the Gaza Strip
because they conflate such
action with anti-Semitism.
Nowhere is this more clear
than the reactions to a now
infamous March 3 tweet by
Congressman Mike Collins.
On that day, an openly an-
ti-Semitic far-right account
posted a tweet implying
the author of a Washington
Post article that included
a tongue-in-cheek refer-
ence to the US being built
on “stolen land” is Jewish.
Collins responded by tweet-
ing “Never was a second
thought”. To this day, Col-
lins refuses to apologise — he
even accused his many crit-
ics of “gripping at straws”.
The saga made Collins the
second member of Geor-
gia’s nine-strong Republican
congressional delegation to
have engaged in blatant an-
ti-Semitism and to refuse to
apologise for it.

Another member of the
delegation, Marjorie Taylor
Greene, had risen to infa-
my for a Facebook post she
made in 2018, before she
was elected, where she im-

plied “Jewish space lasers”
(though she never used that
precise term) were behind
the 2018 wildfires in Cali-
fornia.

Republican Party leaders
have refused to criticise Col-
lins, and long ago moved
from shunning Greene to
accepting her as one of the
party’s leading lights. Even
Elise Stefanik, the third
most senior House Repub-
lican, has refused to rebuke
either Collins or Greene,
though it was her question-
ing of the presidents of the
University of Pennsylvania
(UPenn) and Harvard over
their response to protests
critical of Israel’s actions in
the Gaza Strip that ultimate-
ly led to their resignations.
Stefanik’s silence may have
something to do with the fact
that she herself has dabbled
in the “Great Replacement”
conspiracy theory, as has
Greene - though the latter’s
flavour included the inanely
insane, and deeply anti-Se-
mitic, claim that “Zionist su-
premacists” were behind an
imagined plot to flood the
West with migrants. And yet
today Greene casts herself as
“pro-Israel”.

Far too many who should
know better have gone along
with these arguments. The
will-they-or-won’t-they
around the fates of UPenn
and Harvard’s presidents
received far more media at-
tention than Collins’s com-
ments or Greene’s volte-fac-

es have. One of the latter’s
board members, hedge fund
investor Bill Ackman, pub-
licly recast himself in the ef-
fort to take down Harvard’s
president, and warned that
his alma mater was becom-
ing anti-Semitic. He has re-
mained shtum with regards
to Collins and Greene’s an-
ti-Semitism, however.

This is not just an issue in
political life but across so-
ciety. Yes, Kanye West lost
his billion-dollar Adidas
contract in October 2022
after engaging in a flurry of
anti-Semitic statements, but
it has since been revealed
the firm was aware of equal-
ly troubling, if less public,
comments for nearly a de-
cade prior. And he remains
a best-selling world-touring
headliner.

Elon Musk also only briefly
had to deal with the fallout
from publicly endorsing a
claim that “Jewish commu-
nities” were pushing “dialec-
tical hatred against whites”
last November. Musk’s re-
sponse that his tweet was
“foolish” stopped some way
short of an apology, and yet
12 days later he was feted on
a visit to Israel by none other
than Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu.

These days, many of those
who say they are fighting
anti-Semitism seem only
interested in fighting against
anti-Zionism and silencing
all criticism of Israel.

For many of Israel's most
ardent supporters, there is
no space in the debate for
those who criticise Israel’s
actions, even those who root
their criticism in their own
Jewish identity. Nowhere is
this more clear than in Ger-
many, where German Jews,
many of them Israelis, make
up a disproportionate per-
centage of those detained for
protesting against Tel Aviv’s
warpath.

Yes, some have allowed
Israel's wanton response
to October 7 and its de-
cades-long occupation of
the West Bank to cloud their
judgement and crossed the
line into anti-Semitism in
their criticism of Zionism.
And numerous genuine an-
ti-Semites have jumped on
the bandwagon of defend-
ing Palestine to further their
own agenda.

But all criticism of Israel,
and especially criticism of
the way Israel conducts its
war against Hamas in Gaza,
is not anti-Semitism and
treating it as such harms the

urgent, crucial fight against
the growing threat posed by
this ancient scourge.

Israel's bombing campaign
and the ethnic cleansing of
Gaza could ultimately result
in the death of all of Hamas’s
military leaders. Hamas may
cease to exist as an organi-
sation. But none of this will
solve the problem. Hamas
was formed in the 1980s and
ruled Gaza only since 2007.
Violence between Israelis
and Palestinians long pre-
dates the group’s formation.
Terror attacks that kill
many civilians, attacks that
traumatise entire societies
naturally beget a desire for
revenge — as a New Yorker
who came of age in the af-
termath of 9/11, it is a feel-
ing I know all too well. And
yet, I am also well aware of
the destructive, devastating
consequences of that desire
for revenge. Saddam Hus-
sein was a tyrant who had
inflicted immense suffering
on his people and the peo-
ple across the region, but he
was not involved in any way
in the attacks on the United
States on 9/11. Still, George
W Bush used the American
people’s trauma and desire
for revenge in the aftermath
of those attacks to march the
country into invading Iraq.
That invasion, and conse-
quent occupation, cost hun-
dreds of thousands of in-
nocent lives, devastated the
region for generations, and
birthed ISIL (ISIS).

Violence begets violence.
“Never again” must mean
never again by anyone,
against anyone. If this call is
not applied to Palestinians,
there can never realistically
be any hope that others will
apply it to Jews — especially
in an era in which so much
anti-Semitism goes ignored
because it does not fit into
the pro-Israel/pro-Palestine
dichotomy. Hatred must be
fought everywhere and in all
its guises, including among
those whose fight against
anti-Semitism is dependent
upon how it relates to Israel.

The views expressed in this
article are the author’s own
and do not necessarily reflect
our editorial stance.

Maximilian Hess is a Fellow
at the Foreign Policy Re-
search Institute and a Polit-
ical Risk consultant based in
London
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The 26-year-old YouTuber conquering French
journalism

Worth
Noting:

. Given the YouTube
channel’s dominance
among the coveted age

15 to 34 demographic,
most major politicians in
France, including Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron,
have sat down with Tra-
vers to reach a younger
audience. Travers hosted
nearly all of the candi-
dates running for presi-
dent in 2022.

. While Macron
went on to win re-elec-
tion, he has struggled to
maintain support among
younger voters as his
agenda has become more
conservative. In Janu-
ary, Macron appointed
34-year-old Gabriel Attal
as the country’s young-
est-ever prime minister
and tasked him with revi-
talizing his government.
. HugoDecrypte’s
10-minute news digest is
posted weekdays on You-
Tube and audio platforms.
It typically features the
Franco-British Travers,
often casually dressed,
delivering explainer-style
summaries from behind
a desk, alongside anima-
tions or stock video.

Hugo Travers, a French YouTuber and journalist, created HugoDecrypte when he was 18. Joshua

Berlinger/CNN
By CNN

Hugo Travers may not think
of himself as a journalist, but
he could be the most popu-
lar one in France.

Travers, 26, is the founder
and face of HugoDecrypte,
a French media start-up that
delivers news aimed pri-
marily at young audiences.
What began eight years ago
as a university student’s You-
Tube channel now boasts 14
million followers across its
social media accounts, 200
million monthly views on
TikTok and another 35 mil-
lion on YouTube.
HugoDecrypte’s Instagram
account has more followers
than Le Monde, the French
daily widely considered the
country’s newspaper of re-
cord, as well as BEMTV and
France24, arguably the two
most popular 24-hour news
networks in France. And
its daily news update is the
most downloaded podcast
in the country, according to
media monitor ACPM.
“What’s very special is the
fact that I really started as
a YouTuber and I consider
myself really as a YouTuber,”
Travers told CNN in an in-
terview last month.
Whatever you call him,
there’s no denying that Tra-
vers has created something
that resonates with young
audiences shunning tra-
ditional media in France,
where mistrust of the news
industry runs deeper than in
much of the rest of Europe.
“He is seen as a very reliable
source for news,” said Alice
Antheaume, vice-dean at
the Sciences Po Journalism
School.

Given the YouTube chan-
nel's dominance among the
coveted age 15 to 34 demo-

graphic, most major politi-
cians in France, including
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron, have sat down with
Travers to reach a younger
audience. Travers hosted
nearly all of the candidates
running for president in
2022.

While Macron went on
to win re-election, he has
struggled to maintain sup-
port among younger voters
as his agenda has become
more conservative. In Jan-
uary, Macron appointed
34-year-old Gabriel Attal as
the country’s youngest-ever
prime minister and tasked
him with revitalizing his
government.
HugoDecrypte’s 10-minute
news digest is posted week-
days on YouTube and audio
platforms. It typically fea-
tures the Franco-British Tra-
vers, often casually dressed,
delivering  explainer-style
summaries from behind a
desk, alongside animations
or stock video.

Francois Jost, an emeritus
professor at Sorbonne Nou-
velle University in Paris and
expert on the French me-
dia, said the channel’s “great
use of images” appealed to
young people.

Though the HugoDecrypte
team doesn’t shy away from
the biggest news of the day,
it often looks to its audienc-
es for guidance in choosing
the lead story. Mental health
issues are frequently the first
story covered, as are con-
flicts less often in the media
spotlight, such as those in
Sudan or the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

“What were building, since
day one, is something se-
rious in terms of news, in
terms of its journalistic ap-
proach,” Travers said. “Of

course, the format is differ-

»

ent.

A Chromebook and an idea
When Travers launched the
channel eight years ago, all
he had was a Chromebook
without editing software.

He had gumption and expe-
rience, though. As a preco-
cious middle school student,
Travers started a website
with friends, for which he
covered local sports and
news in the suburb he grew
up in, west of Paris.

By 2015, Travers was study-
ing at Sciences Po, a pres-
tigious university in Paris.
The idea for his YouTube
channel came from two re-
alizations.

The first concerned the
state of political coverage in
French media. Travers had
been interested in politics
for years — yet when he and
his friends turned on polit-
ical debates on television,
they could barely under-
stand what was being dis-
cussed, he recalled.

Travers also thought about
how he consumed content:
like much of Gen Z, he was
spending hours on YouTube.
He had go-to channels for
history and science but no
preferred source for journal-
ism in French.

The HugoDecrypte chan-
nel launched with the mis-
sion to give young French
audiences a fast, digest-
ible way to understand the
news. Travers’ goal was to
create accessible, in-depth
videos that wouldn't pan-
der to younger audiences
nor assume too much prior
knowledge. Then hed pub-
lish them directly to social
media.

“My generation spends so
much time on YouTube,” he

said. “You've got to create
content where people are ...
If I spend time on YouTube
or Instagram, why would I
not get informed on You-
Tube or Instagram?”
Seeking growth, Travers de-
cided to hire staffers. Ben-
jamin Aleberteau, a recent
graduate, became Hugo-
Decrypte’s first employee in
January 2019; today he’s ed-
itor-in-chief. HugoDecrypte
has expanded to a team of
about 25 employees working
out of a modern office at the
end of a cobblestone alley
in the 11th arrondissement
of Paris. Their newsroom
reflects their target audi-
ence — there’s a video game
console in the kitchen, a dog
roams the halls and every-
one appears to be in their
20s.

Beyond the world of politics,
Travers’ in-depth interviews
have also become a valued
stop for anyone promoting
a film, book or TV series to
the Francophone world. He
hosted Christopher Nolan
over the summer to discuss
then-Oscar frontrunner
“Oppenheimer” and Timo-
thee Chalamet and Zendaya
ahead of the “Dune” sequel’s
release. Travers has also
counted Francophone celeb-
rities like Angele, Omar Sy,
Tahar Rahim and Virginie
Efira among his guests.
HugoDecrypte’s success
is notable considering the
bleak state of the French
news media landscape.
Like their English-language
counterparts, French news
outlets face declining adver-
tising revenue, the spread
of misinformation and in-
creasing mistrust in the me-
dia.

Many anglophone outlets
have turned to subscrip-
tion-based revenue models
to survive. But in France,
just 11% of people surveyed
pay for news, according to
the Reuters Institute.

Both Jost at Sorbonne Nou-
velle University and Ant-
heaume at the Sciences Po
Journalism School pointed
out that HugoDecrypte of-
ten hews toward explanato-
ry journalism, content that
is cheaper and quicker to
create than original report-
ing.

Travers sees the two as
complementary, saying that
HugoDecrypte is looking
into partnerships with tradi-
tional news or investigative
outlets. Meanwhile, Hugo-
Decrypte makes money via
advertising,  partnerships
and sponsored content.
Travers attributes the brand’s
success to the channel’s orig-
inal mission: producing ac-

cessible content. That means
no paywall and interacting
directly with younger audi-
ences on social media.

Building trust

To reach Gen Z, Hugo-
Decrypte  launched on
TikTok earlier than most
French media.

“TikTok was, at least in
France, seen as this thing
for teenagers ... basically
with dancing and challeng-
es; Travers said. “But it’s
still a platform where there’s
millions of young people,
and those young people,
I'm convinced that theyre
interested in news and in
politics”

Trust is also a key factor. The
French public has grown in-
creasingly skeptical of news-
papers and television sta-
tions owned by billionaires
like Xavier Niel or Vincent
Bollore, whose conservative
media empire is often com-
pared to that of Rupert Mur-
doch.

Travers told CNN he decid-
ed early against raising cap-
ital, a decision he believes
has allowed the operation to
grow at a sustainable pace.
Then there’s personification.
Tying the brand to Travers’
name and likeness has, some
experts say, allowed him to
inspire a degree of confi-
dence among young audi-
ences who don’t consume
traditional media.
“Audiences are more like-
ly to trust individuals than
media brands, especially on
social media. HugoDecrypte
fits perfectly with this need,
said Antheaume.

And, unlike many high-pro-
file anglophone news per-
sonalities,  Travers  has
worked hard to keep his
opinions out of the public
view.

HugoDecrypte has been
able to capitalize on several
trends in the French news
industry. While the brand is
starting to branch out into
English- and Spanish-lan-
guage content, it's not clear
if the model itself will trans-
late successfully.

Travers acknowledges the
challenges inherent in build-
ing a cross-cultural brand.
But he and editor-in-chief
Aleberteau  believe that,
wherever there is social me-
dia, their model is viable.
“In any country there’s a
need for information. And
in any country, there are
young people who want to
be informed,” Aleberteau
said.
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Worth
Noting:

. Feinberg was a
consultant at the Union
of writers of Uzbekistan
in 1965-1969. Author of”
Etyud “(1967),” Sonia
“(1969).” Poems “(1977),
distant bridges “(1978),”
positive “(1982),” short
wave “(1983),” The Roll-
ing net “(1984),” free son-
nets “ (1990), and other
collections of poetry.

. In Feinberg’s
poetic work, the present
with the past, the eastern
nationalism and interna-
tionalism with the West
are intertwined, giving
rise to a unique artistic
world.

. The lyrical hero of
Feinberg is a man who has
fully preserved his hu-
man essence in the age of
historical-social ridges, is
ready to extend a hand of
compassion and encour-
agement to himself, is
tormented by unpleasant
events and events taking
place in the Earth

Annotation: Uzbek writ-
ers have long brought a
place from the heart of the
whole world. There are a
lot of poets who have their
place in the world. Alexan-
der Feinberg, among others,
contributed significantly to
this. With his creativity and
translations, he managed
to win the love of Uzbek,
Russian and many peoples.
While stability is little ob-
served in his work, his writ-
ings testify to the poet’s deep
spirituality. With his trans-
lations, Feinberg proved to
the whole world that the
literature of the Uzbek na-
tion is distinguished by its
absorbing melody. There is
no exaggeration to say that
even if our poets have writ-
ten what they have done
over the years, they have put
it at the peak of literature,
beyond completion. This is
a sign that our poets have a
mature talent.

Keywords: influential pow-
er, periodical, nationalism
and internationalism, artis-
tic world, patriotism, cre-
ative writing

Feinberg is an important
figure in Uzbek literature.
As our honored president
said: “Literature is the heart
of the people, it shows the
spirituality of El. In today’s
complex time, it is necessary
to find a way to the hearts of
people, to use the impressive
power of literature in in-
spiring them to noble goals.
We create all the conditions
for studying the heritage of
ancestors, creating great lit-
erature worthy of our great
culture” Then it is also our
duty to know and study the
manifestations of our liter-
ature. While literature, art
and culture live, the nation
and the people all, humanity
lives unadorned.

Aleksander Feinberg is a
Russian poet, translator,
screenwriter, people’s poet
of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan. Alexander Arkadyev-
ich was born on November
2, 1939 in Tashkent. His
parents moved from Novo-
sibirsk two years before his
birth. The writer’s father,
Arkady Lvovich Feinberg
(1891-1971), originally
from Gatchina, graduated
from the Institute of tech-
nology and worked as a
chief engineer at an alcohol
plant. His mother Anasta-
sia Alexandrovna, born in
Moscow, worked as a ma-
chinist in an alcohol plant.
After graduating from seven
years of school, Aleksand-
er Arkadyevich entered the
Tashkent surveying Tech-
nical School. After attend-
ing the Tashkent College
of surveying, Feinberg, as a
geologist, wandered all over
the country and fell in love
with his beautiful nature. It
was during this period that
his first book “bicycle lane”
was  published, through
which Alexander Feinberg
was brought to the forefront
of literature in Uzbekistan.
After graduating from col-
lege, he served in the mili-
tary in Tajikistan. Then, in
1965, Feinnberg graduated
from the journalism faculty
of the current National Uni-
versity of Uzbekistan, and
more than a dozen books
of poetry were published
one after another. These are”
EtudeY moments press
the SkyY long Bridges?
short wave’, etc. Alexander
was a member of the Union
of writers of Uzbekistan and
the author of fifteen collec-
tions of poetry (including
his own composition of a
two-volume work published
posthumously). Poems were
published in the magazines”
shift”y Youth” new world”

p22)

star of the East” New Volga
“ and in periodicals of for-
eign countries: USA, Cana-
da, Israel.

Feinberg was a consultant
at the Union of writers of

Uzbekistan in 1965-1969.
Author of” Etyud “(1967),
Sonia  “(1969),  Poems
“(1977); distant bridges

“(1978),” positive “(1982),
short wave “(1983), The
Rolling net “(1984), free
sonnets “ (1990), and oth-
er collections of poetry. In
Feinberg’s poetic work, the
present with the past, the
eastern nationalism and
internationalism with the
West are intertwined, giv-
ing rise to a unique artistic
world. The lyrical hero of
Feinberg is a man who has
fully preserved his human
essence in the age of histor-
ical-social ridges, is ready to
extend a hand of compas-
sion and encouragement to
himself, is tormented by un-
pleasant events and events
taking place in the Earth. In
his poetic work, the best ar-
tistic experiences of Russian
and European poets were
manifested. The traditions
of eastern classical poetry
are also not alien to his cre-
ative style. A significant part
of Feinberg’s work is orga-
nized by artistic translation.
The poet, who knew Uzbek
poetry perfectly, translated
poems and epics of Navoi
ghazals, Erkin Vohidov,
Abdullah  Oripov, Omon
Matzhan and other Uzbek
poets into Russian. From a
screenplay by Feinberg, my
brother”Y under the fire?
the tobans in Kandahar”,
and” criminals and acquit-
tals “and other films were
shot at the Uzbekfilm film
studio. Four full-length fea-
ture films and about 20 car-
toons were created based on
the screenplay by Feinberg.
In 1999, on the occasion of

the twenty-year anniversary
of the death of the Pakhta-
kor football team in a car
accident, the film” Stadium
in the sky “was shot on his
script. Feinberg’s 1979 song
about the Pakhtakor com-
munity was played. Fein-
berg headed the workshop
of young writers of Uzbeki-
stan in Tashkent for several
years. Screenwriter of the
film” House under the hot
sun “(1977, Uzbekfilm”).

The famous Uzbek poet Ab-
dullah Oripov said that  as
for the work of Alexander
Feinberg, not all high words
reflect even a hundredth of
the truth, because he was
actually a unique poet and
translator. A world-class
writer, ... none of the Rus-
sian-speaking writers can
sing heartfelt songs to our
sunny country’he had de-
scribed. Collections of his
poems were hand in hand,
songs were sung based on
his texts, films were shown
based on his scripts, new
translations of his works
into Uzbek are still being
made today. Important dates
associated with his life and
work are celebrated annu-
ally, poetry evenings dedi-
cated to the poet’s legacy are
held. Why was Alexander
Feinberg worthy of such
popular love and gratitude?
First, a bright, original po-
etic talent, a high aesthetic
level of literary works. The
first continued to be a mea-
sure of artistry for Uzbek
poets for several decades.
Fourteen sets, many perfor-
mances on stage, radio and
television would not be an
exaggeration to say that they
raised several generations
of readers. His childhood
was spent in the difficult
years of World War II. In his
works, he artistically reflect-
ed the kindness and love of
the Uzbek people. Feinberg

contributed greatly to the
publication of the works of
Alisher Navoi in Russian in
10 volumes. He also trans-
lated the best examples of
modern Uzbek poetry into
Russian. At the same time,
the works of the poet were
regularly translated into
Uzbek, and he became a fa-
vorite poet of Uzbek read-
ers. “Chigir” (in Uzbek) and
other similar collections
published in recent years
have come to the attention
of poetry lovers as a kind of
creative writing of the poet.
Feinberg’s contribution to
the development of multi-
national Uzbek literature
was deservedly appreciat-
ed by the government. The
fact that he was awarded the
honorary title of” Honored
Worker of culture of the Re-
public of Uzbekistan® peo-
ple’s poet of Uzbekistan “ is
also proof of our boundless
respect for this great person.
The bright memory of the
wonderful poet, talented
translator, caring teacher Al-
exander Arkadyevich Fein-
berg will forever remain in
our hearts. The poet died on
October 14, 2009 in Tash-
kent. Alexander Feinberg’s
incomparable and unique
work, in which the best tra-
ditions of classical poetry
and feelings of love for the
Land of Uzbekistan are in-
stilled, is a special page in
the history of our literature.
Alexander Arkadyevich is
also very valuable to us, for
Uzbeks, because he is the
personification of the true
patriotism of his homeland.

Mingturayeva Kamola s
a (Faculty of international
journalism of Uzbekistan
State University of world lan-
guages first-year student)
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Worth
Noting:

. An essay concern-
ing Human Experience
consists idea about ex-
perience, explaining the
knowledge how could be
assessed without experi-
ence. In fact, the division
between John Locke is tra-
ditionally included many
group of philosophers
such as George Berkeley
and David Hume.

. The empiricists ex-
plained the idea about the
experience gain directly
or indirectly through
experience. Other number
of thinkers such as Leib-
niz, Rene Descartes and
Spinoza.

. They only acquire
the knowledge through
the use of reason. In fact,
the divisions between
these two kind groups not
a clear cut description but
have many assumptions.
Locke reached one thing.
This thing a process of
reasoning later become
abduction

David Hume

David Hume was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1711

The second phenomenon is
emotions and ideas. David
Hume was born in Edin-
burgh, Scotland, in 1711.
Hume was a precious child
who entered the University
of Edinburgh at the age of
12. He started working as an
ambassador in the Embassy
of Paris. In the embassy, he
befriended the philosopher
Rousseau. After that, Hume
became a widely known
philosopher because of his
friend’s advice and knowl-
edge. During this time, he
occupied Hume’s final years
with a book called Dia-
logues Concerning Natu-
ral Religion. His disciples
published his writings after
Hume’s death in 1776.

Gottfried Leibniz was a Ger-
man philosopher and math-
ematician. He was born in
Leipzig. Leibniz mainly con-
centrated on political writ-
ings. He adored traveling to
many countries. After trav-
eling for a period of time, he
took up the post of librarian
at Duke University, and as a
consequence, he remained
to work here until his death.
He did most of his work
only on the development
of his unique philosophical
system. Leibniz was a ratio-
nalist because he believed
that there were truths in
reasoning and truths in fact.
We know hardly anything
adequately. For example, a
few things are learned a pri-
ori and most things through
experience. George Berke-
ley emphasized humans’
two different substances,
such as mind and body.
George Berkeley pointed
out the material substance,
which he mentioned: there
is no such thing as what
philosophers call material
substance. All knowledge
comes only through percep-
tion. We can only perceive
ideas. The world consists
of many ideas, but when it
comes to George Berkeley’s
life, we can emphasize where
he was born. More precisely,
he was born in Ireland. He
was first educated at Kiken-
ny College. After that, he
studied at Trinity College. In
1714, he had his philosophi-
cal writings written. During
this time, he left Ireland,
and as a consequence, he
started to travel around Eu-
rope. Interestingly, he spent
most of his time in London.
During this time, he raised
funds with his wife to found
a seminary college in Ber-
muda. In the 19th century,
German philosophy be-
came one of the best works
of Immanuel Kant. In 1690,
the philosopher John Locke
argued that no ideas were
known at birth and that all

ideas or knowledge could
arise through experience.
We are not born with ideas,
concepts, and knowledge al-
ready in our brain. On top
of that, every idea and the-
ory can be challenged. It is
meant to be so difficult to re-
alize many concepts. Doubt
is not a pleasant condition,
but certainty is ridiculous.

An essay concerning Hu-
man Experience consists
idea about experience, ex-
plaining the knowledge how
could be assessed without
experience. In fact, the divi-
sion between John Locke is
traditionally included many
group of philosophers such
as George Berkeley and Da-
vid Hume. The empiricists
explained the idea about
the experience gain directly
or indirectly through ex-
perience. Other number of
thinkers such as Leibniz,
Rene Descartes and Spino-
za. They only acquire the
knowledge through the use

David Hume

of reason. In fact, the di-
visions between these two
kind groups not a clear cut
description but have many
assumptions. Locke reached
one thing. This thing a pro-
cess of reasoning later be-
come abduction. Locke em-
phasized a theory about the
experience of corposcular
theory about. He explained
every existence of species in
the world is made up with
submicroscopic  particles
or small corpuscles. If we
will explain these things, it
could be so difficult or im-
possible to elucidate these
phenomena.  Corposcular
theory was becoming fa-
mous in the 17th century. In
addition, the claim of men
impossible to explain with
beyond of experience be-
cause it causes exaggeration
or inappropriatness between
ideas and ideological prin-
ciples. Plato explained with
his theory genuine knowl-
edge is essentially, and will

came from within us. In my
point Plato’s ideas too out-
rageous in some sides. For
instance, he explained about
death a little perception like
we die our souls started level
of reincarnation. Plato em-
phasized another important
fact that education is not
learning new facts but un-
forgetting these perception.
On top of that, educator isn’t
our teacher but midwife. All
of them Platos perceptions
about gaining knowledge
through reasoning and ex-
perience. Interestingly, in-
credible explanation about
geometric structure. The
equilateral triangle is the
type of knowledge. Locke
explained the idea of gather-
ing information through our
experience. He explained
the idea that the infants
have deficient ideas about
any kind of topic. Locke
declared that who explain
about innate ideas must
be false. He explained our

mind like white paper when
we are born through experi-
ence we complete our white
paper. These conception so
crucial. Let us know our per-
ception like this the mind to
be white paper. But without
any kind of ideas or char-
acter how we can furnish?
said John Locke. He was
born in 1632. In addition,
his father’s work only to do
works like English county
lawyer. He explained ideas
like giving thanks to wealthy
patrons because he received
a high-quality education.
Firstly, he graduated from
Westminster University in
London. Then he received
a good education from Ox-
ford University. John Locke
is an empiricist, and his
ideas are so important. His
writings about politics made

Contd Page 23
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Worth
Noting:

. Voltaire was the
pseudonym of the French
writer and philosopher
Marie Arouet. He was
born into a middle-class
family in Paris. Interist-
ingly, he was the youngest
of the three children. On
top of that, he studied law
at the university.

. Unfortunately, he
preferred a great literary
wit. He spent a little time
in England, where he felt
the influence of English
philosophy and science.
After returning to France,
he became wealthy, which
meant he got into the
nobility class. After a little
time, he detriment him-
self by only writing.

. He traveled to all
the European countries.
David Hume was born

at a time when European
philosophy was dominant.
René Descartes thought
knowledge would only
come through national re-
flection. In Britain, John
Locke countered with

his empiricist idea that
knowledge only comes
through experience.

David Hume

David Hume was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1711

him so famous. Locke flew
to England twice as a polit-
ical member. Unfortunately,
he returned again in 1688
because of the accession to
the throne of William and
Mary. Last but not least, he
stayed in England in a gov-
ernment position until his
death in 1704.

Voltaire was the pseudonym
of the French writer and phi-
losopher Marie Arouet. He
was born into a middle-class
family in Paris. Interistingly,
he was the youngest of the
three children. On top of
that, he studied law at the
university.  Unfortunately,
he preferred a great literary
wit. He spent a little time in
England, where he felt the
influence of English phi-
losophy and science. After
returning to France, he be-
came wealthy, which meant
he got into the nobility class.
After a little time, he detri-
ment himself by only writ-
ing. He traveled to all the
European countries. David
Hume was born at a time
when European philosophy
was dominant. René Des-
cartes thought knowledge
would only come through
national reflection. In Brit-
ain, John Locke countered
with his empiricist idea
that knowledge only comes
through experience. Hume
always argued about the
problem of knowledge. He
argues against the notion
that we are born with innate
ideas. He distinguished the
content of our minds into
two kinds of phenomena:
impressions and percep-
tions.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau was
born in Geneva. His mother
died after his birth. Unfor-
tunately, his father fled to
another country a few years
later. As a result, his uncle
cared for Rousseau. At 16,
he worked as a composer. He
posted philosophical posters
when he worked in Venice
for approximately two years.
In addition, his controver-
sial views led him to write
books. As a result, his books
were banned in Switzerland
and France. He was accepted
to live in England via David
Hume’s invitation. After a
short time, he returned to
England with another name,
and as a consequence, he
was later allowed to enter
Paris and another country
or cities. He lived until his
death in Paris at the age of
66. He wrote about “the in-
equality of laws” Rousseau
took the idea in a second
essay like “The Discourse on
the Origin and Foundations
of Inequality among Men.
On top of that, his pessimis-
tic analysis of modern soci-

ety is full of inequalities and
injustice. Rousseau opened
his book with a challenging
declaration, and he want-
ed to reckon with one per-
ception. This perception is
about the declaration, re-
sulting in ideas like “the man
is born free, yet everywhere
he is in chains” This per-
ception totally narrates the
truth. This perception was
adopted like a slogan and
became so popular during
the 17th century. His ideas
are mainly based on politi-
cal philosophy, which means
all of them are writings. His
rudimentary position reck-
oned with democracy. He
prescribes laws according to
liberty and utility. Most of
Rousseau’s political writings
are banned in France. Nev-

David Hume

ertheless, after a long time,
especially after his death,
his writings about political
philosophy felt very strongly
and became popular during
the period of revolution.

Many disappointed people
will cry, “Its not my fault,
the fault is related to soci-
ety”. The meaning of “So-
ciety “ is not entirely clear.
It has changed over time.
During the 18th century, the
Irish Philosopher and states-
man Edmund Burke wrote
about politics. Europe was
becoming increasingly com-
mercialized. The idea is that
there is a mutual agreement
between members and the
commercial company. Burke
attempts to enrich human
lives through science. Hu-
man beings have material,

scientific, and artistic needs.
They cannot achieve all
these needs without their
efforts, which means they
need to try hard and work
themselves. Most impor-
tantly, their efforts will help
them achieve their needs
and become what they want
to be. People should help
each other, which is the best
way to meet their mutual
needs. Burke elucidated that
“society” means more than
just people living now and
also includes their descen-
dants and ancestors. Burke’s
view has the doctrine of sin,
meaning that we are born
sinful. He dismisses the
idea of John Locke. We can
be perfected through ed-
ucation. Also, we are born
innocent. Burke believed

that political organizations
should naturally develop
over time. Rousseau’s book,
The Social Contract, dis-
cussed the fact that the con-
tract between citizen and
state may be broken at any
time. The Anglo-Irish pol-
itician Edmund Burke was
born in Dublin. He studied
there. He knew and was con-
vinced that philosophy was
the key to useful training in
politics. In 1750, he wrote
notable essays. These essays
are typically about aesthetics
and the origins of society.
He worked as an English MP
from 1766 to 1794. Burke
was sympathetic to Ameri-
can independence.
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Worth
Noting:

. If students study
together, they will not get
bored, their interest in
learning science will in-
crease; they develop a desire
to compete with each other
in order not to fall behind
each other, they help the
child to improve his studies.
. In mutual conver-
sations, students tell each
other interesting informa-
tion they have read from
books or heard from adults;
3) children make friends
and respect each other
when they gather together;
they do not only compete,
but also help each other

in mastering educational
materials; children will be
proud of this and learn good
habits from each other 2.
Burhoniddin Zarnuji (12th
century) gives recommenda-
tions on teaching in his sci-
entific work entitled “Advice
to the Student on the Way to
Learning”

Abstract: The oldest form
of teaching that existed in
ancient times is the indi-
vidual form of education.
The transmission of life ex-
periences from ancestors
to generations occurred in
primitive society. With the
appearance of writing, the
head of the people taught
his experiences to the youth
using various symbols.

Tutoring can be shown as
an example of direct and
individual contact between
a teacher and a student. The
individual form of educa-
tion organization was the
only method in antiquity
and the Middle Ages, and
it was widely used in some
countries until the 18th cen-
tury. Individual education
has a number of advantages,
so this method has been pre-
served in the form of tutor-
ing until our time.

Its advantage is that it allows
to fully individualize the
content, method and image
of educational activity, to
monitor each of its actions
and operations in solving a
specific problem. Individ-
ual education requires the
teacher to have high peda-
gogical qualifications.

As early as the 11th century,
Abu Ali ibn Sina gave the
following recommendations
to students about group edu-
cation in the special section
“Amuzish va parajhi madra-
sas farzand” (“Education
and education of children
in school”) of his scientific

The oldest form of teaching that existed in ancient times

work “Tadbiri Manzil”:

. If students study
together, they will not get
bored, their interest in
learning science will in-
crease; they develop a desire
to compete with each other
in order not to fall behind
each other, they help the
child to improve his studies.
. In mutual conver-
sations, students tell each
other interesting informa-
tion they have read from
books or heard from adults;
3) children make friends
and respect each other when
they gather together; they
do not only compete, but
also help each other in mas-
tering educational materials;
children will be proud of this
and learn good habits from
each other 2 . Burhoniddin
Zarnuji (12th century) gives
recommendations on teach-
ing in his scientific work en-
titled “Advice to the Student
on the Way to Learning”.
Based on his many years of
teaching experience, this
scientific work was creat-
ed and was used in Central
Asian madrasas until the
20th century as a unique
pedagogic textbook. it is an
external expression of edu-
cational activity organized
in a certain mode.

At the same time, the fol-
lowing forms of education
are distinguished: individ-
ual, individual group, class
lesson, lecture, seminar,
and outside the classroom,
outside the auditorium, out-
side the school, individual is

divided into the following
three main types according
to the characteristics such
as the level of independence
and the characteristics of
guiding the study process;
class lesson; lecture seminar
Forms of educational orga-
nization:

Traditional form of educa-
tion, non-traditional form
of education and auxiliary
form of education. The les-
son is the main organiza-
tional form of educational
work (in school), in which
the teacher works with a
fixed group of students with-
in a clearly defined lesson
according to a fixed sched-
ule, leads collective cogni-
tive activities, and American
teacher and publisher Wil-
liam Chandler Bagley de-
scribes the types of lessons
in his book “The educative
process” as follows.

1. The development lesson
(The development lesson)

2. The study lesson (Study
lesson)

3. The recitation lesson (The
recitation lesson)

4. The drill lesson (The drill
lesson) 5. The repetition
review lesson) 6. Exam les-
sons. (The examination)
Currently, there are 3 of
them, i.e. development les-
sons, training lessons and
revision lessons. The Edu-
cational Process - William
Chandler Bagley. P/70.
Modern lessons should be
able to meet the following
requirements: - advanced
achievements of science, use

of pedagogical technologies,
organization of the lesson
based on the laws of the ed-
ucational process; -
ensuring optimal propor-
tions of all didactic prin-
ciples and rules in the les-
son; to create the necessary
conditions for the thorough
assimilation of knowledge
by students based on taking
into account their interests,
abilities and requirements;
establishing interdisciplin-
ary connections that stu-
dents can understand; re-
lying on previously learned
knowledge and skills, as well
as the level of development
of students; motivating and
activating  comprehensive
development of the individ-
ual; logicality and emotion-
ality of all stages of educa-
tional activity;

effective use of pedagogical
tools; ; formation of neces-
sary knowledge, skills and
abilities, rational methods of
thinking and activity; - cre-
ating the need to constantly
enrich existing knowledge;
careful design, planning,
diagnosis and estimation of
each lesson. Facultative ac-
tivities are considered aux-
iliary forms of educational
organization. They are or-
ganized based on students’
interests: - clubs; -clubs;
-Olympics; - quizzes; - exhi-
bitions; -expeditions, etc.

In the work, it is written that
the lesson at school should
last about one hour. The
teacher should select educa-
tional materials that can be

understood and mastered
for the lesson at school,
and explain the materials
studied in the lesson. The
learning material should be
selected in such a way that
it can be mastered when it is
repeated twice.

For this reason, he offers to
divide large texts into parts
and repeat them in other
lessons, and with the wide
use of these opportunities,
you can effectively orga-
nize your learning style,
and your learning style will
be interesting and produc-
tive, which will make you
stand out from everyone
else. I think this is good. If
you teach at school, how to
spend 45 minutes, how to
work with the student, and
how to give directions to
your student, how to explain
the topic, this is you It shows
that your teaching style is
strong.

In addition, the fact that
teachers at the university
spend 90 minutes of time ef-
fectively, and that they pass
all assignments and subjects,
this shows that they are a
qualified teacher and that
their teaching style is strong.
This means that you have
your place in the education
system and cause your de-
mand to increase.
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