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Battered, Bruised, Bullied

High street shopkeepers under siege from criminals in this violent country:

BATTERED, BRUISED, BULLIED, BRUTALISED
BRIGADE OF BRITAIN’S BUSINESS HEROS ON
THE BRINK DEMAND JUSTICE

By: Shamlal Puri
Associate Publisher

& Senior Editor - UK
shamlalpurid@gmail.com

On a blustery British win-
ter day in February, popular
shopkeeper Gurmail Singh,
63, opened the doors of his
corner shop in Huddersfield,
Yorkshire. Hours later, he was
dead.

A gang of teenagers attacked
him. It was thought they got
away with a big haul. But they
stole only a handful of sweets,
some cash and cigarettes.
Gurmail Singhs death high-
lights the dangers of running
corner shops in the UK. It
also throws into focus the
future of the community of
shopkeepers who have invest-
ed their life savings and sacri-
ficed their lives in serving the

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO OO OO OO O]

Current State Of The Banking
System P 4

Motivation Page 8

Content and interpretation
summarizing the opinion

News Backpage

Dozens of jurors ruled out as
historic Trump trial begins

The i mes G

¢ Digspora Times Glota®

Jimmy Morar, diaspora
shopkeeper moments
after the vicious attack
in his store in Liverpool,
UK

communities only to lose out
to petty criminals, thugs and
gangsters.

What are corner shops or
convenience stores?

A convenience store is gen-
erally a small, local retailer
which sells a limited selection
of everyday staples, including
snacks, baked goods, dairy
products, shelf-stable food
products, and drinks. Some-
times known as corner shops
in the UK, most convenience
stores are easily accessible
and have extended opening
hours to cater to shoppers’
needs. Such stores may also
be a part of petrol stations,
where consumers can buy es-
sentials while refuelling their
vehicles. Along with their lo-
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As a child Khensani dreamed of being
an astronaut but now she is flying high
in banking space
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Zimbabwe ‘S Nkayi-Based Women Launch Debut Book “Aluba
Ngangisazi: Had I Known”

Four Zimbabwe Nkayi-based women
defied the odds when they launched
their debut anthology book entitled
“Aluba Ngangisazi: Had I Known” at
a colourful ceremony held in the ru-
ral town last weekend.

The women are a living testimony
to the world that the background or
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location of a person can not hinder
the talent that one possesses when
they came up with an anthology of
poems that tackles issues of the ru-
ral lifestyle, gender-based violence,
child marriages, all forms of abuse,
HIV spreading and prevention and
other social and life ills. The book
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was published with the help of the
Nkayi Non-Formal Education De-
partment.

The Launch of the Book by these
four rural-based women from the
deepest ends of the country where
everything seems impossible is awe-
some.
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Speaking during the launch, amid
pomp and fanfare, the publisher,
Mr Fortune Mansaka, said the book
is a valuable asset for those seeking
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The late CDF General Francis Ogolla

By: Diaspora Times Team
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

i EDUCATION

| @ MAArts in International Studies

| - University of Nairobi (UoN)

| e BAArts in Political Science,

[ Armed Conflict & Peace Studies
= University of Nairobi

| ® Diploma both in International

' Studies & Military Science

President William Ruto presid-

e
ES.

ed over the Military Honours ‘ -Egerton University

and Memorial Service of the

late General Francis Ogolla GEN FRANCIS O OGOLLA TRAINING

who passed on Thursday in a EGH EBS HSC 'ndc’ (K) ‘psc’ (FRA) | e Fighter pilot with US Alr
helicopter crash. Chief of the Defence Forces Ft:?rce P

The honors included a Church
service, military parade and a

® |nstructor pilot at the Kenya
Air Force (KAF)

19-gun salute. ® Graduate of EcoleMilitaire
General Francis Omondi Ogol- CAREER de Paris
la (12 February 1962 - 18 April ® Sworn in as CDF » Graduate of the National
2024) was a Kenyan military on 29" April, 2023
officer who served from April ® Promoted to General
2023 to April 2024 as the Chief on 28" April, 2023
of Defence Forces (CDF) of the ® Promoted to Lt. General
& appointed Vice Chief of

Kenya Defence Forces (KDF).
Ogolla joined the Kenya De-
fence Forces in 1984. He began
his career as a 2nd lieutenant

the Defence Forces (2021)
& Promoted to Major
General & appointed the

Defence College, Kenya
* |magery intelligence,
counter terrorism & accident
it investigation
: OTHER
| POSITIONS
% * Chairman of Military
' y Christian Fellowship
’ (1994-2004)

. . Commander Kenya Air

in the Kenyan Air Force and re- Force (2018)

ceived training as a fighter pilot e Deputy Commander

with the US Air Force. In 2018, Kenya Air Force o . Co-Chairof Association
he became Commander of the ® Base Commander of African Air Chiefs
Kenya Air Force and later Vice Laikipia Air Base (2018-2019)

Chief of Defence Forces. He ® Commanding Officer of

was appointed Chief of Defence Tactical Fighter Wing

Forces by President William e Chief Flying Instructor at —INTERNATIONAL
Ruto after the retirement of Kenya Air Force Flying ASSIGNMENT
General Robert Kariuki Kibo- Training School Observer and Military

chi in April 2023. * Operations Desk Officer at Information Officer in the

Kenya Air Force HQ
e Commissioned as 2™
Lieutenant on 6" May, 1985

former Yugoslavia (1992-
1983)

Ogolla died in a helicopter
crash on 18 April 2024 in Sin-

dar, Elgeyo-Marakwet Coun- & posted to Kenya Air Force
ty[4] at 2:20 pm. Nine other e Joined the Kenya Defence

military personnel also died, Forces on 24" April, 1984
while two were injured. The

aircraft was a Bell UH-1H Huey
II operated by the 53 Tactical
Helicopter Squadron of the
Kenyan Air Force. The crash
occurred while they were on a
mission to reopen schools in
the North Rift region following
bandit attacks and to inspect
soldiers involved in stabilisa-
tion operations.
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Current State Of The Banking System And Problems

In Development In The Current Conditions

By: Mamatov Bekhruz Azamat
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

. In order to make the
facilities of the bank equal

to the world standard, loans
denominated in foreign cur-
rency make up 48% of the total
volume of loans, and deposits
and funds in foreign curren-
cy make up 44% of the total
volume of deposits. 36% of the
total volume of loans issued by
state-owned banks is accounted
for by the 10 largest borrowers;
due to the orientation of the
business models of banks to
serve corporate clients, non-
bank financial organizations,
and the slow development of
innovation and information
systems, financial low level of
popularity increases conve-
nience in the banking system.

. Today, the bank-

ing system of the Republic

of Uzbekistan consists of 31
commercial banks (hereinaf-
ter referred to as banks) that
provide traditional banking
services such as lending, depos-
it operations, settlement and
cash.

Key words: bank, central
bank, commercial bank,
credit, rate, people’s bank,
financing, savings, foreign

currency, mortgage loan,
world bank,
Abstract:
Currently, there are 31

commercial banks that are
provided with all the con-
veniences of the banking
system. These banks provide
services such as lending,
deposit operations, settle-
ment and cash register. All
of these banks are introduc-
ing new loans at low inter-
est rates for the population
by increasing convenience.
informs about the improve-
ment of the banking system.

In order to further increase
convenience in banks, the
adoption of the new version
of the Laws of the Republic

Banking System

of Uzbekistan “On Banks
and Banking Activities” and
“On the Central Bank of the
Republic of Uzbekistan” in
accordance with modern
standards and principles of
banking. facilities in the sys-
tem. In order to make the
facilities of the bank equal
to the world standard, loans
denominated in foreign cur-
rency make up 48% of the
total volume of loans, and
deposits and funds in for-
eign currency make up 44%
of the total volume of depos-
its. 36% of the total volume
of loans issued by state-
owned banks is accounted
for by the 10 largest bor-
rowers; due to the orienta-
tion of the business models
of banks to serve corporate
clients, non-bank financial
organizations, and the slow
development of innovation

and information systems,
financial low level of popu-
larity increases convenience
in the banking system.
Today, the banking system
of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan consists of 31 com-
mercial banks (hereinafter
referred to as banks) that
provide traditional banking
services such as lending, de-
posit operations, settlement
and cash. was established for
specific purposes and tasks,
actively involving partici-
pating enterprises and state
development programs in
financing at preferential in-
terest rates. As a result, the
share of preferential loans
in the total portfolio of the
banking system is more than
60 percent. The state has a
dominant position in the
banking sector - 13 out of
31 banks have state partic-

ipation in their capital, and
their capital is more than
87 percent of the total cap-
ital of the banking system.
assets make up more than
85 percent of total assets.
The active stage of banking
sector reform, which began
in 2017, was aimed at liber-
alizing the foreign exchange
market, removing outdated
restrictions on banking ac-
tivities, freeing banks from
uncharacteristic functions,
and increasing the popu-
larity of banking services.
In 2019, a number of qual-
itative changes were made
in the banking system. In
particular: the adoption of
the laws of the Republic of
Uzbekistan “On Banks and
Banking Activities” and “On
the Central Bank of the Re-
public of Uzbekistan” in a
new version, which are in

line with modern standards
and principles of banking;
Reform of financing mech-
anisms for investment proj-
ects with the participation
of the Reconstruction and
Development Fund of the
Republic of Uzbekistan;
abandonment of the prac-
tice of lending state pro-
grams at rates lower than
the main rate of the Central
Bank and transition of lend-
ing to market conditions
from 2021; development
of entrepreneurship with-
in the framework of state
target programs concentra-
tion of lending in 3 banks
- AT Xalq Bank, Agrobank
ATB and Mikrokreditbank
ATB; organization of the
mechanism of preferential
financial support of entre-
preneurial activity by the
state through the State Fund
for the Support of Entrepre-
neurial Activity; based on
market principles introduc-
tion of a new procedure for
providing housing to the
population at the expense of
mortgage loans; evaluation
of prudential control mech-
anisms and procedures over
the activities of commercial
banks in cooperation with
the World Bank from the
point of view of their com-
pliance with the principles
of the Basel Committee.

Mamatov Bekhruz son of
Azamat was born on May 3
, 2005 in the Shahrisabz dis-
trict , Kashkadarya region
of the Republic Uzbekistan.
Nationality is Uzbek . Cur-
rently , he is a 1st-year stu-
dent of the Tashkent Textile
and Light Industry Institute
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Sub-Saharan Africa Incomes Falling Further
Behind Rest Of World, Says IMF

By Reuters
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Incomes in Sub-Saharan Africa are
falling further behind the rest of the
world amid a “tepid” economic re-
covery, the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) said on Friday, warning
of risks from geopolitics, domestic
instability and climate change.

The IMF earlier this week said the
region’s economy would grow 3.8%
this year, up from 3.4% in 2023, as
it begins to emerge from four years
of shocks, from the COVID-19
pandemic to Russias invasion of
Ukraine and rising global interest
rates.

“When accounting for population
growth, the income gap with the
rest of the world is widening,” the
fund said in its biannual Regional
Economic Outlook report, launched
during its Spring Meetings this week
in Washington.

It noted that other developing coun-
tries saw real income per person
more than triple since 2000, while
they grew 75% in Sub-Saharan Afri-
caand 35% in developed countries.

However, there were some positive
developments.

“Two-thirds of the countries are al-
ready experiencing acceleration in

By: Davlatnazarov Davlatnazar
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Navroz is considered one of the first
holidays of spring and marks the
beginning of the New Year for Per-
sians and Turks. The word “Navroz”
comes from Persian, meaning “new
day” In Central Asia and Iran, Nav-
roz is usually celebrated on March
21st. Navroz itself marks the start
of the northern hemisphere’s spring
and begins at the equinox.

Some believe that the arrival of
spring is in harmony with nature,
and they celebrate the start of the
New Year accordingly. Navroz has
been celebrated for many vyears,
featuring various games, dances,
storytelling, and, most importantly,
the making of sumalak, a traditional
dish.

With the arrival of spring, greenery

growth; diversified and fairly broad-
based growth,” said Abebe Selassie,
director of the IMF’s African De-
partment, said in an interview with
Reuters in Washington.

Many of the more diversified econ-
omies had already enjoyed some
growth recovery since the pandem-
ic, he added.

INFLATION FALLING

Economic conditions have started
to ease for many countries this year,
with Ivory Coast, Benin and Kenya
issuing international bonds and me-
dian inflation falling to 6% in Febru-
ary from almost 10% a year earlier,
the IMF said.

But political instability is rising and
denting investor confidence, it said,
pointing to junta-led states Burki-
na Faso, Mali and Niger leaving the
Economic Community of West Af-
rican States (ECOWAS) and 18 elec-
tions across the region this year.
Devastating droughts last year in
the Horn of Africa and currently in
southern Africa, as well as cyclones
and floods, have also increased the
region’s struggles.

South Africa is set to grow just 0.9%
this year, a slight increase from 0.6%
in 2023, amid ongoing rolling power
cuts and problems with the coun-
try’s railways and ports, the IMF
said, adding that “electoral uncer-

ol
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Street vendors wait for customers at an open market, ahead of Nigeria’s Presidential election in Awka, Anambra state, Nige-
ria February 23, 2023. REUTERS/Temilade Adelaja/File Photo

tainties” could derail ongoing ener-
gy sector reforms.

Africa’s most industrialised econo-
my holds an election on May 29, in
which the ruling African National
Congress (ANC) party could lose its
majority for the first time since the

end of apartheid in 1994.

West Africa’s largest economy, Ni-
geria, is set to grow 3.3% this year,
as it struggles with high inflation
amid painful currency and subsidy
reforms.

In its northern neighbour Niger,

meanwhile, growth is predicted to
rocket from 1.4% last year to 10.4%,
as oil exports ramp up.

begins to flourish. It's known that
during spring, various dishes like
greens, sprouts, and special sweets
such as ko'ksomsa, kokmanti, and
kokbarak are served in all house-
holds. The highlight of Navroz is the
preparation of sumalak.

Making sumalak involves gathering

Navroz

wheat and boiling it until it thickens,
which is said to attract angels who
bless the dish. Despite my involve-
ment in many sumalak-making pro-
cesses, I've never encountered such
a phenomenon. Navroz is widely
celebrated in Iran, Afghanistan, Uz-
bekistan, and many other countries.

Local dances are performed in all
regions, often in groups.

In Azerbaijan and Turkey, examples
include “Kusa, Kusa Khan” and in
Iran “Kusex Galin” and “Xan Bazi,
and in Uzbekistan “Bahor Khanim,”
“Navro’z Baba,” and “Dehqon Baba”
Additionally, there are traditional

games such as wrestling, tug-of-war,
and various other entertainments.
Craftsmen display their handmade
pottery, and jewelers exhibit their
crafted goods. Overall, Navroz is a
celebration deeply rooted in tradi-
tion, where various games and danc-
es reflect our cultural heritage.

In 2009, Navroz was inscribed on
the UNESCO Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity, and on February 23,
2010, the United Nations General
Assembly declared March 21 as “In-
ternational Navroz Day” during its
64th session. This holiday continues
to be widely celebrated among dif-
ferent cultures.

Muhammad Rizo Erniyozbek Oga-
hiy beautifully captures the essence
of Navroz in his poem:

“Fayz, nishat, and aysh come togeth-
er,

Bringing joy to the land, it’s Navroz”
These lines signify how Navroz
brings prosperity, happiness, and
joy, making the land rejoices. Oga-
hiy’s poems often depict Navroz
with unique descriptions.

Navroz has been celebrated on a
large scale in the years following in-
dependence. Since 1991, Navroz has
been elevated to the status of a na-
tional holiday. As Navroz approach-
es our country, let us all celebrate
this joyous occasion.
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Content and interpretation summarizing the
opinion of literary studies
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By: Otanazarova Shodiya
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. Is there anyone left
among the kings of this
country who is aware of
the rules of governance?
If there is, I will give him
the governorship of your
country and make him an
independent king.

. The people blessed
Iskandar and expressed
their readiness to sacrifice
their lives for his words
and said:

. May you always

be the ruler of the whole
world and the leader of
the peoples of the world!
You are asking us for

a person who will give
peace and tranquility to
the citizen. Where, you
say, is the person who will
be liked by everyone?
There is only one person
who has adopted a strange
behavior: for example, he
does not mix with living
people, he does not live in
any other place than old
graves. He is satisfied with
the people of the grave
because he has not yet
seen the faithfulness of
the living.

Since fiction is anthropolo-
gy, it means that human life,
his experiences, passions,
relationships - all his activ-
ities are the “beating heart,
his blood and soul, his flame
and sun” of a work of art.
Theme (from Greek “thema”
- that which is based on) or
subject (Arabic, it gives the
meaning of theme; we use
both) - an image of events
selected by the creator and
summarizing certain prob-
lems of life, this reflected
life (event). is to get to the
core of its manifestations
(thought research and anal-
ysis) and evaluate it in an
ideological-emotional way.
Summarizing the opinion
of literary studies, the prob-
lems of a work of art can be
divided into three:

1. Literary themes. All the
virtues and vices charac-
teristic of humanity (love,
kindness, loyalty, joy and
happiness, grief and sorrow,
revenge, jealousy, death,
generosity and stinginess,
happiness, fortitude and
enthusiasm, a loving smile-
and a warm look, passion,
enthusiasm, etc.) are literary
themes. That's why Oscar
Wilde said in The Portrait
of Dorion Gray: “Thoughts
and words are the artist’s
tools. Vice and virtue are the
material for his creation”
AsTtold the story of the king
who took the path of the
poor with Alexander, or the
poor who really reached the

kingship, Alexander wanted
to take him out of his misery
and put him on the throne
of the kingdom, but he re-
fused the crown and did not
think of leaving the crown
from the beginning.

I heard that when the fa-
mous Alexander became the
governor of the world, he
appointed those kings who
were dependent on him and
the kings of which countries
were subordinate to him as
kings of his country. When
he was satisfied with the
countries and their kings,
he marched again to oth-
er countries. For example,
when he conquered west
lands, his king declared war
with hostility. For example,
when he conquered west
lands, his king declared war
with hostility. Finally, after
the fire of war was extin-
guished, it was found that
the king of the west was
killed during the battle.
When Alexander learned
that his enemy had been ex-
ecuted, he determined to es-
tablish justice in the country
and told the people:

Is there anyone left among
the kings of this country
who is aware of the rules of
governance? If there is, I will
give him the governorship
of your country and make
him an independent king.
The people blessed Iskandar
and expressed their readi-
ness to sacrifice their lives
for his words and said:

- May you always be the rul-
er of the whole world and

the leader of the peoples of
the world! You are asking us
for a person who will give
peace and tranquility to the
citizen. Where, you say, is
the person who will be liked
by everyone?

There is only one
person who has adopted a
strange behavior: for exam-
ple, he does not mix with
living people, he does not
live in any other place than
old graves. He is satisfied
with the people of the grave
because he has not yet seen
the faithfulness of the living.
This man voluntarily threw
off the royal crown from his
head, and since the day he
threw oft the crown, he con-
siders himself happy. It is
not known where he spends
the night and what he eats
and drinks during the day.
He does not associate with
anyone and does not act in
a clandestine way, because
if he hears the commotion
of the people, his burden
increases. Some people go
close to him and beg, and
sometimes they open up and
talk. People give very use-
ful advice and calls people
to wash their hands of this
world. By promoting such
ideas in words, he propa-
gandizes the nation towards
the world of non-existence.

After hearing these
words, Alexander:
“Go and find him immedi-

ately and bring him to me,
he said.
People ran in all directions
to fulfill this order, and
they found that dervish and
brought him to Alexander.
She was bare-headed, bare-
legged, and her breasts were
exposed from the torn col-
lar. This man, who had left
worldly affairs, came with
two skulls in his hands. Al-
exander greeted him with
respect and showed him a
place next to him. Then to
him:
“Tell me about these bas-
tards, tell me what else I ask,
and tell me their answer!”
he said. Poor responded this
way:
“When I was passing
through the cemetery, how
many times did I hurt these
graves?” But the problem re-
mained in my mind: which
one belongs to the king and
which one belongs to the
king? Why do these two
fabrics conflict when they
are dead, but when they are
alive?

His words pleased
Alexander:
“Oh wise man with a price-
less mind!” “You are a very
high-minded person, if your
zeal is so high, T will respect
you, raise your rank and give
you the kingdom of your
country; he said. Then he
said to the poor:

-Effort is my con-
stant companion, but not
as much as you think, but

more so. Do you mean to
tell me to leave the state of
poverty and accept the rank
of king? I have no desire to
be worldly, my desire is to
reach the bottom four coun-
tries. One of them is eternal
life without end and limit;
the second is youthfulness,
which knows no defects, is
not damaged, and is not re-
placed by old age; the third
is wealth that does not see
the face of poverty; and the
fourth is place without sor-
row, and the thing called
mourning vanishes before it.
Iskandar was as-
tonished and bowed his
head in shame and said:
“Oh, auspicious-mind-
ed, blessed-minded sage!”
Many problems have been
solved from this puzzle of
yours. Fate is eternal, it is
impossible that poverty has
given you the kingdom, and
even though it has given me
a high rank, you have been
given more courage than
me.
The rank of a king is low for
a man whose merit is great,
and if a poor man is a high
man, the king of the age will
look strange and inferior to
him.

Shodiya OTANAZAROVA,
Urganch State  University,
Student of the Faculty of Phi-

lology.
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Noting:

. A convenience
store is generally a small,
local retailer which sells

a limited selection of
everyday staples, includ-
ing snacks, baked goods,
dairy products, shelf-sta-
ble food products, and
drinks. Sometimes known
as corner shops in the
UK, most convenience
stores are easily acces-
sible and have extended
opening hours to cater

to shoppers’ needs. Such
stores may also be a part
of petrol stations, where
consumers can buy essen-
tials while refuelling their
vehicles. Along with their
local counterparts, many
well-known supermarket
retailers also operate con-
venience stores across the
UK.

. In the United
Kingdom, there were
48,590 convenience stores
in 2023 compared with
51,524 in 2015, according
to Statista.

. Industry special-
ists believe the number
could even further reduce
to as low as 30,000 in the
next two years as desper-
ate shopkeepers line up to
sell or shut down because
of soaring crime against
them. Others are strug-
gling for survival.

cal counterparts, many well-
known supermarket retail-
ers also operate convenience
stores across the UK.

In the United Kingdom,
there were 48,590 conve-
nience stores in 2023 com-
pared with 51,524 in 2015,
according to Statista.
Industry specialists believe
the number could even
further reduce to as low as
30,000 in the next two years
as desperate shopkeepers
line up to sell or shut down
because of soaring crime
against them. Others are
struggling for survival.
Some diaspora shopkeepers
put in as many as 105 hours
a week to run their shops
compared to around 57 by
local British shopkeepers
who don't bother to open
beyond regular hours.

Like a cat with nine lives,
the traditional corner shop
has survived the turbulence
caused by inflation, the cost
of living crisis, and people’s
inability to buy daily food
requirements and instead
depend on food banks to
feed their families.

Still, they keep their shops
open all hours of the day,
well into the night, to serve
their local community and
live a perilous existence.
There was a time when, even
at closing time, a customer
walked in for a litre of milk,
and the Asian shopkeeper
would pull up the shutters
and serve his customers
with a smile, then close for
the night.

Britain is a violent country
these days.

The crime rate is spiralling,
and brutal attacks against
Britain’s shopkeepers con-
tinue to increase, with the
Police almost putting up
their hands as if to admit
they cannot do any more.
Shockingly, the British law
is lax, but now shopkeepers
demand protection.

The latest Association of
Convenience Stores (ACS)
annual crime report shows
there were 1.1 million inci-
dents of shop thefts in 2023
alone, causing a loss of more
than £125 million. This is
only 16% of retail crime
retailers or shopkeepers re-
port.

Figures show that 44% of the
crimes against shopkeepers
involve knife attacks, 55%
other weapons such as axes,
hammers or syringes and
1% firearms because the UK
does not allow the public to
own guns.

Add a new dimension of
crime: cybercrime, where
shopkeepers lose huge sums

to hackers, phishing and
ransomware.

A further 1.2 million inci-
dents of abuse and violence
on shop owners go unre-
ported because they have no
confidence in a follow-up
investigation, perceived lack
of interest from the Police,
the bureaucracy and the
time-consuming process of
filing a report to the Police.
Shop owners in Britain are
demanding new safety laws
to protect them from vio-
lent customers. The loss of
unreported incidents is not
yet measured in monetary
terms, but the total annual
loss to the industry may well
hit over £250 million.
Among the stolen items are
meat, confectionary and al-
cohol.

“We have seen the preva-
lence of violence towards
shopworkers fall from the
unprecedented levels seen
during the pandemic, but
levels of violence remain un-
acceptably high. We need to
ensure that the Police are at-
tending to instances of vio-
lence towards shop workers,
referred to courts and the
new aggravating factor be-
ing applied,” notes the ACS
report.

The Government currently
applies no formal structures
or resources to measure the
application of the aggravat-
ing factor introduced in the
Police, Crime, Sentencing
and Courts Act 2022, say the
retailers.

They say the Government
should collect information
on applying the aggravating
factor by Magistrates and
make recommendations on
its impact.

Most targets for attacks by
yobbos are corner shops
off-licences selling alcohol
until 10 pm or even later.
Although most victims are
diasporans, even local white
Brits running shops have
not been spared by these
thugs.

Take the example of Brit-
on Michelle Evans and her
husband, whose mobile ca-
tering unit, Café Express, in
Leicestershire, was burgled
on April 5. Thieves took
cash and stock after they
had shut.

The couple is disheartened.
They were burgled three
times before. They ques-
tioned whether or not to
keep the business going.
Michelle said they are strug-
gling to keep their business
running, and the burglaries
have set back their small
business tenfold.

Many people choose to stay

Caught in action... In this dramatic screen grab from a theft at a shop in Britain, a thief lunges on
this shopkeeper. Photo Courtesy: Retail-Crimewatch
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Victory with

Determination

“Nischay Kar Apni Jeet Karo”

Londoner Sam Mohal (pictured) describes in his memoirs scary moments as a retail shopkeeper
when he was attacked several times in his off-licence store and lived to recount his experiences in
this riveting biography. Photo Courtesy Crownbird Publishers, London.

An Asian newsagent’s shop in Leicester is one of the many that have earned the name Dukawalla
or the corner shop, but shopkeepers still live in fear. © Photo SHAMLAL PURI.

at home rather than risk
their lives being attacked in
the streets. The consequenc-
es hit the shopkeepers, who
now demand the Govern-
ment to stamp out rising vi-

olence, which has now spilt
into the streets with many
shops.

It is necessary to explore the
reasons for this violent be-
haviour and bullying of the
diaspora communities.

Contd Page 11.
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Noting:

. “I didn’t even react
and went back inside,” he
recalled, then within a
minute, this lad walks in;
he was charging up the till
angry and being abusive.”
. Mr Morar tried to
calm down the situation,
saying, “Just forget it and
go away,” and the next
thing, he recalled, “boof,
a punch thrown on my
face”

. One man ap-
proached the business-
man before punching
him. After hurling items,
including chocolate bars
and a ceramic bowl, “that
luckily just missed me.”
He returned to Mr Morar
as he stood behind the
till to land further blows.
“I was in the corner, and
there was nothing I could
do,” he recalled.

. “It was terrifying;
he was a big lad. He'd
already cut me with the
first punch, then he kept
hitting me again - two,
three, four punches. After
that, I hardly knew where
I was”

Jimmy Morar, a diaspora convenience store owner, was attacked
viciously by racist thugs in his store in Liverpool, UK.

In the past, rabid white
youth were responsible for
racist attacks on the newly
settled immigrant commu-
nities’ shopkeepers because
of the ongoing Government
resentment of foreigners
coming to settle down in the
UK in the 1960s and 1970s.
Their illiteracy and igno-
rance were so evident that
to them, every South Asian
was a “Paki” (Pakistani),
even when they came from
India, Bangladesh, Mauri-
tius, Malaysia, Kenya, Ugan-
da, Tanzania, Guyana, and
Trinidad!

In those days, it seemed
that the Government of the
day and the anti-immigra-
tion lobby led by the likes of
Enoch Powell, the National
Front and their ilk had giv-
en yobbos an open licence
to native Brits to taunt peo-
ple who did not share their
white colour foreigners.
Observers call this colour
bar war. Anyone who is not
white to this day is referred
to as a coloured person or a
black.

Someone challenged this
label, arguing that even the
white colour is made of sev-
eral shades of colours!

There is logic in this argu-
ment: White is made of the
primaries red, green, and
blue combined pairwise to
produce the additive sec-
ondaries cyan, magenta, and
yellow. Combining all three
primaries produces white.
So, the whites are also co-
loured!  There’s nothing
whiter than white!

No one had educated them
that these were British citi-

zens by right from the coun-
tries that they had colonised
and that the governments of
those days had enshrined
their right to settle in the
UK.

Besides the native whites,
these days, partially, this
violence is also engineered
by jobless, drug-crazed dias-
pora communities without
pointing the finger at a par-
ticular community.

Even though in the early
years, many white youths
believed they had a licence
to bully newly arrived mi-
grants settling in the UK, the
situation has barely changed
even after but decades, and
their resentment continues.
White yobbos are getting
more vitriolic and bolder.
Shopkeeper Jimmy Morar
recalls the day when he was
attacked as he stood behind
the counter to serve and left
with a bloodied face at his
convenience store in Liver-
pool, 214 miles from Lon-
don.

Ashedid daily, Jimmy Morar
opened his supermarket, the
Dock Convenience Store,
part of the nationwide Pre-
mier Stores chain, in Free-
man Street, Birkenhead, in
the Wirral, in his inimitable
Tanzanian style, politely of-
fering seasonal cheer to his
regular customers through-
out the day.

When, on that dark win-
ter evening, he prepared to

Contd Page 13.

Service with a smile... This corner shop owner serves his customers in London. Photo Copyright
SHAMLAL PURI

-

Closed...This One Stop Post Office in Sunderland shut down due to falling business. Photo Cour-
tesy.

Changing face of the High Street,,, Small shops have been pulling down shutters at a fast rate due
to stiff competition, security issues and lack of business Photo SHAMLAL PURI
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Closed...This corner shop in London could not pull in business, so it shut down, turning into a
derelict building. Photo SHAMLAL PURI
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Morocco and Belgium

Morocco and Belgium committed to strengthening
their strategic partnership

In the joint declaration, Belgium considers the Moroccan autonomy initiative, presented in 2007, as “a
serious and credible effort by Morocco and a good basis for a solution accepted by the parties™.

By: Dismas Otuke
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. Reforms carried out
by Morocco under the lead-
ership of HM King Moham-
med VI Belgium welcomes
the reforms carried out

by Morocco over the past
twenty-five years, under

the leadership of HM King
Mohammed VI, to create

a more open and dynamic
Moroccan society and econ-
omy.

. In this joint dec-
laration, Belgium stressed
the importance of the

New Development Model,
advanced regionalization
and a number of ambitious

reforms, including that
currently underway on the
Family Code (Moudawana).
. As part of its pri-
ority commitment to the
region, Belgium also wel-
comes the Atlantic Initiative

launched by His Majesty the
King as “an innovative con-
tribution to the integration
of the African Atlantic and
the strengthening of cooper-
ation with the Sahel coun-
tries”, the Joint Declaration
stated, adding that “the
Atlantic is a link between
North and South, Africa
and Europe, and between
the Mediterranean and the
Atlantic”.

3&1111: Réunio ’

A

Moroccan-Belgian High Joint Partnership Commission, co-chaired by the Head of Government, Aziz Akhannouch, and the Belgian Prime Minister, Alexander De
Croo

Morocco and Belgium wel-
comed the dynamic nature
of their bilateral relations,
reaffirming their shared de-
sire to deepen them further
with a view to establishing
a forward-looking strategic
partnership that matches
the expectations and poten-
tial that exist between the
two countries to meet cur-
rent and future challenges.

In the Joint Declaration ad-
opted on April 15, 2024, at
the close of the 3rd Meet-
ing of the Moroccan-Bel-
gian High Joint Partnership
Commission, co-chaired by
the Head of Government,
Aziz Akhannouch, and the
Belgian Prime Minister, Al-
exander De Croo, the two
parties also expressed their
desire to strengthen cooper-
ation in a number of areas.

Moroccan Sahara:

In the joint declaration,
Belgium considers the Mo-
roccan autonomy initiative,
presented in 2007, as “a se-
rious and credible effort by
Morocco and a good basis
for a solution accepted by
the parties”

In this context, De Croo
reiterated “Belgium’s
long-standing support for
the process led by the Unit-
ed Nations for a just, lasting
and mutually acceptable po-
litical solution for the par-
ties”, read the Declaration.
On this occasion, the two
parties agreed on “the ex-
clusivity of the UN in the
political process and reaf-
firmed their support for UN

Security Council resolution
2703 (2023), which noted
the role and responsibility of
the parties in the search for
a realistic, pragmatic, last-
ing political solution based
on compromise’, added the
same source.

Reforms carried out by Mo-
rocco under the leadership
of HM King Mohammed VI
Belgium welcomes the re-
forms carried out by Moroc-
co over the past twenty-five
years, under the leadership
of HM King Mohammed
VI, to create a more open
and dynamic Moroccan so-
ciety and economy.

In this joint declaration,
Belgium stressed the im-
portance of the New Devel-
opment Model, advanced
regionalization and a num-
ber of ambitious reforms,
including that currently un-
derway on the Family Code
(Moudawana).

As part of its priority com-
mitment to the region, Bel-
gium also welcomes the At-
lantic Initiative launched by
His Majesty the King as “an
innovative contribution to
the integration of the African
Atlantic and the strengthen-
ing of cooperation with the
Sahel countries”, the Joint
Declaration stated, adding
that “the Atlantic is a link
between North and South,
Africa and Europe, and be-
tween the Mediterranean
and the Atlantic”

Security cooperation and
migration:
The two Heads of Gov-

ernment emphasized the
common interest of both
countries in continuing and
strengthening bilateral co-
operation to combat threats
to national and internation-
al security.

In terms of security coop-
eration, they affirmed their
willingness to further devel-
op it, notably through the
establishment of a regular
cooperation structure.

Also, they welcomed the
implementation of the Con-
vention on cooperation in
combating organized crime
and terrorism, which en-
tered into force in 2022, and
the 2022-2024 action plan in
the field of police coopera-
tion.

The two Heads of Govern-
ment praised the progress
made in the framework of
migration cooperation, in-
cluding the holding of the
Ist meeting of the Moroc-
co-Belgium Mixed Migra-
tion Group and the joint
implementation of effective
measures.

On the same topic, the Mo-
roccan Minister of the In-
terior, Abdelouafi Laftit, re-
ceived the Belgian Minister
of the Interior, Institutional
Reform and Democratic
Renewal, Annelies Jan Lou-
isa Verlinden, accompanied
by the Secretary of State for
Asylum and Migration, Ni-
cole De Moor, on the same
day.

On this occasion, the two
ministers reviewed several
issues of common interest
and examined ways to fur-

ther strengthen the dynamic
partnership between the two
parties, particularly in secu-
rity and migration, the Inte-
rior Ministry said in a press
release.

In this regard, the two
ministers shared their con-
vergent analysis on multi-
faceted regional and inter-
national issues and agreed
to strengthen the exchange
of expertise and useful in-
formation to better antici-
pate the multifaceted threats
and common challenges in-
duced by the criminal activ-
ities of terrorist groups and
networks which are active in
different forms of cross-bor-
der trafficking, the same
source added.

In counterterrorism, Laftit
reviewed the overall strate-
gy of the Kingdom of Mo-
rocco which inseparably
reconciles the operational
fight and the exchange of in-
formation with the preven-
tive approach, particularly
against radicalization, as
well as reintegration aspects.
In the field of migration, he
underlined Morocco’s holis-
tic and humanist approach
to migration governance
which puts the migrant at
the center of public author-
ities, in accordance with the
High Royal Guidelines.
Laftit also recalled Moroc-
cos active solidarity and
its major efforts in terms
of border control and the
fight against all forms of
cross-border crime, which
reflects the Kingdom’s ma-
jor contribution in regional

security.

The two ministers empha-
sized the role of the Perma-
nent Joint Migratory Group
set up by the two parties to
achieve qualitative and co-
ordinated advances, recon-
ciling all the synergies and
sectoral logic around a glob-
al and balanced approach to
migration management.

Territorial integrity and na-
tional unity of Libya:

In the joint declaration is-
sued on Monday in Rabat,
Morocco and Belgium re-
affirmed their strong com-
mitment to the sovereignty,
independence,  territorial
integrity, and national unity
of Libya.

In this Declaration, the two
Heads of Government re-
iterated the central role of
the United Nations in facil-
itating an inclusive political
process led by Libyans, re-
sulting in the organization
of presidential and legisla-
tive elections in Libya.

In this regard, the Belgian
party welcomes Morocco’s
efforts to resolve the Liby-
an crisis, notably hosting,
from May 22 to June 7, 2023,
meetings of the Joint Com-
mission (6+6), tasked with
drafting Libyan electoral
laws as part of the dialogue
process initiated under the
auspices of the United Na-
tions.
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Noting:

. “These kids would
stand in the shop, not buy
anything but stand there,
stopping anyone else. It’s
a basic extortion and pro-
tection racket technique,
but we didn’t have this
then; still, we wouldn’t
stand for it.

. “They used to
show up at ten at night
and crowd around the
shop, thinking they could
scare us into shutting at
nine. We just carried on
as usual. “

. There was a gro-
cery shop a few shops
down from us, and the
same kids who tried it
with us would walk in
there and forcibly open up
their till. They wouldn’t
take everything, maybe
five pounds, and then
walk out.

. They would grab

a bottle of Coke from us,
stand in the middle of the
floor, shake it, and open
it so it went all over the
shop. They would demand
money. The Mohals threw
them out.

close his shop, peace was
shattered by a gang scream-
ing racist abuse and thump-
ing hard outside the shop’s
display window.

He confronted the yobs
- two youngsters and a
grown-up man. They forced
their way into the store and
started pelting Mr Morar
with confectionary items,
chocolate bars, and a ceram-
ic bowl grabbed from dis-
play shelves in full view of
the shop’s CCTV cameras.
“I was getting ready to close
the shop at about 7.30 pm. I
heard a big bang on the win-
dow. I looked on my CCTV
and saw one lad sitting on
the floor outside and a girl
with a dog standing there.

“I went out and said, ‘Why
the hell are you banging on
my window?’ they started
being abusive and using rac-
ist language.

“I didn’t even react and went
back inside,” he recalled,
then within a minute, this
lad walks in; he was charging
up the till angry and being
abusive””

Mr Morar tried to calm
down the situation, say-
ing, “Just forget it and go
away, and the next thing,
he recalled, “boof, a punch
thrown on my face”

One man approached the
businessman before punch-
ing him. After hurling items,
including chocolate bars
and a ceramic bowl, “that
luckily just missed me” He
returned to Mr Morar as he
stood behind the till to land
further blows. “I was in the
corner, and there was noth-
ing I could do,” he recalled.
“It was terrifying; he was a
big lad. Hed already cut me
with the first punch, then he
kept hitting me again - two,
three, four punches. After
that, I hardly knew where I
was”

The thugs attacked
him, leaving him with
blood-splattered face.

No one can understand vio-
lence more than those who
have suffered from it.
Pensioner Sam Mohal, a
millionaire businessman, is
one of the many victims of
corner shop violence, end-
ing up in hospital with in-
juries.

Sam, who came to London
in the 1970s, recalls his days
as a corner shopkeeper in
his 175-page memoirs, Vic-
tory with Determination
(ISBN  978-0-9552627-9-1
Crownbird Publishers).

He and his family used to
run an off-licence dealing
with the sale of alcohol in a
very rough, run-down area

This convenience store in the beach town of Margate, Broad-
stairs, tries its best to pull in passing trade. Copyright Photo

SHAMLAL PURI
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Diaspora shop owners have built their businesses from scratch
in the Greater London’s Southall suburb. Photo Copyright

SHAMLAL PURI

of East London with munic-
ipal council flats.

It was a no-go area for the
faint-hearted. There were
gangs of white youths who
ruled the estate, which
meant that the off-licence
could only be open for two
hours a day, from 7 pm to 9
pm. The gangs would drive
out any manager the owners
tried to put there perma-
nently.

The shop was on the cor-
ner, part of a row under
one of the blocks. This was
no problem when the other
shops were open, but once
they closed at five, the off-li-
cence was vulnerable as it
had to be kept open till ten.

In those flats, the gangs of
young white boys would do
anything they could to cause
trouble. These jobless yob-
bos smashed both their shop
windows many times.

They went around Mr Mo-
hal’s house and poured blue
paint on their brand-new
orange car.

“We had metal grills and
gates over the windows and
doors of the shop, and they
would use cutters to cut
them off.

“These kids would stand in
the shop, not buy anything
but stand there, stopping
anyone else. It’s a basic ex-
tortion and protection rack-
et technique, but we didn’t
have this then; still, we
wouldn’t stand for it.

“They used to show up at ten
at night and crowd around
the shop, thinking they
could scare us into shutting

at nine. We just carried on as
usual.

There was a grocery shop
a few shops down from
us, and the same kids who
tried it with us would walk
in there and forcibly open
up their till. They wouldn't
take everything, maybe five
pounds, and then walk out.
They would grab a bottle of
Coke from us, stand in the
middle of the floor, shake
it, and open it so it went all
over the shop. They would
demand money. The Mohals
threw them out.

He then moved from there
to run a wine shop in east
London. At about eight
oclock, while running the
shop alone on Ley Street,
he was serving behind the
counter.

Two men walked into the
shop. “I didn’t look at them.
One walked up to the count-
er, and the other approached
the opposite, looking at the
wines. I then realised that
they were together. He then
asks me for a box of match-
es. All the while, I could see
the other man, and I got sus-
picious. I gave him the box
of matches. He handed me
10p to pay for the matches.
I opened the till: as I did, he
punched me full in the face,
and that knocked me back.
With my hand still in the
till, I fell back, clutching at it
as I fell. He reached over the
counter and tried to rip the
till out, wires and all”

Mr Mohal tried to reach
the panic button under the
counter with his left hand

The Golden Mile... Belgrave Road of Leicester. where many
diaspora Asians have opened their shops from malls to conve-
nience stores. Photo © SHAMLAL PURI
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Corner Shop in name and corner shop in good service for pass-
ing trade in London. Photo © SHAMLAL PURI

Sitting targets...Small stall holders on the high street are vulner-
able to theft as they do not have sophisticated security measures.

and right arm, holding the
till down from the top. He
pulled the till from the out-
side, but the shopkeeper did
not let the till go.

His accomplice came from
behind the counter and hit
Mr Mohal over the head
many times with a heavy
bottle taken from a shelf.
“It hurt like hell, but it an-
gered me so much that the
adrenalin stopped the pain.
I heard the one who was
pulling the till on the out-
side say, ‘Shoot the bastard’
- I don’t know if they had a
gun, but I immediately let go
of the till.

In self-defence, Mr Mohal
turned on him and grabbed
him by his shirt, hitting him
with one hard punch in the
face. His legs just turned to
jelly, and he fell back. Be-
hind him was a cooler, an
old one like chest freezer. He
fell across this, and I was on
top of him, punching him
repeatedly in the face: ten,

fifteen times, just striking
him hard”

By this time, a crowd was in
the shop, wondering what
was happening. The other
man ran away with the till.
Mr Mohal was still punch-
ing this man in his face
and body and only stopped
when the Police arrived.
The confused policeman
was asking me what was go-
ing on. There were sweets
and confectionary all over
the floor, falling from the
counter during the struggle,
and there was no cash till.
The cheeky thief beaten by
Mr Mohal said he wanted to
press charges against me for
beating him up!

The future outlook for shop-
keepers is grim unless the
Government cracks on these
hooligans or these shops
could close en masse.
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Zimbabwe’s Nkayi-Based Women Launch Debut

Book “Aluba Ngangisazi: Had I Known”

By: Chimeno Azriel
azrielchimeno@gmail.com
Zimbabwe

Contd from Page 1

Worth
Noting:

. “The book by these
upcoming budding writers
is a valuable asset to those
seeking to conquer the
challenges of this world.
These women are a living
testimony to all that one’s
background is not a deter-
rent to coming up with an
educative anthology book,”
said Mr Mnsaka, who is also
a teacher by profession.

. The four - Lubelihle
Nomagugu Mhlanga, Msipa
Ayanda, Dlamini Khethiwe,
and Ndlovu Nomatter, all in
their early 30s, took it upon
themselves to unleash the
potential that was lying dor-
mant in them as they were
disadvantaged and lacked
exposure. The ladies did
what is deemed impossible
and the anthology book tells
it all. Their background did
not let them put their backs
on the ground.

The four Zimbabwean authors
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Proudly Zimbabwe rural based authors

MAYELANA LOGWALD
Ledugwalo henumethe inkondlo ezilotshwe ngobunono  obukhub,
Inengi  lenkomailo  erimunyethweyo  ziyafundisa njale  ziyacebisa
umphakathl ngezinta ezinhle lerimbl ezenrakala ezimpilweni zethu
emsukwint zalamuhla, Ukuhlukunyerwa kwabantwana, izidakamizwa,
uhufa, ukuxabana okukhona erimuling, igcikwane le WY, zinkondlo
erivusa umxhwele exitholakala kidolugwado, Kuthi njslo ezinye inkandlo
besezinka amacebo lendlela rokuphepha kulobo asebeke behlelwa
zinhluphe Lkt abaphakathi kwaze, basazongena kuro, Umntwanas
oyinkazana, umntwana oagumfama, umzall, umballs  wyayithola
Iimfundiso elusizo nfale egugulaye kidclugwalo.

-

Lubelihle Mhlanga  Nematter Ndiow Khethives Dlaminl  Ayanda Meipha

MAYELANA LABALOBI

Upwala lalu Lidotshwe ngabalobi abane abadabuka esipodini sinye
saseMiayl. U Lubelihle Mhianga ngumarma oleminyaka engamatihumi
amabdli laiye, UMomalter Ndlovu yena engumama oyendileyo
elemminyaka yokuzabwa engamatshumi amabili, Liyancda Maipha linina
ellabantwana ababil, njala eliferninyaka engamatshumi  amabill
lantanthu, Besokusithi ukhethiwe Dlaminl ngudade osakhulayo
oleminyaka engamatshumi amabill. Omama laba bangamalunga njalo
baphatheka kakhulu enhlebwenl ze Functional literacy ngaphansi
koratsha lwe Non formal Education esabelwen| seNkayi.
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to conquer challenges and
know more about the chal-
lenges the world is facing.
“The book by these upcom-
ing budding writers is a
valuable asset to those seek-
ing to conquer the challeng-
es of this world. These wom-
en are a living testimony to
all that one’s background is
not a deterrent to coming up
with an educative anthology
book,” said Mr Mnsaka, who
is also a teacher by profes-
sion.

The four - Lubelihle No-
magugu Mbhlanga, Msipa
Ayanda, Dlamini Khethiwe,
and Ndlovu Nomatter, all in
their early 30s, took it upon
themselves to unleash the
potential that was lying dor-
mant in them as they were
disadvantaged and lacked
exposure. The ladies did
what is deemed impossible
and the anthology book tells
it all. Their background did
not let them put their backs
on the ground.

Edited and published under
Pre-Dawn Books Publish-
ers, the anthology book re-
volves around what happens
in society and life in rural
areas. In the book, some po-

 NGANGISAZIT',

LUBELIHLE MHLAKGA | WOMATTERNDLOVU | “KHETHIWEDGLAMMI | AYANDA MSIPHA

ems have to do with a rural

lifestyle, gender-based vio-
lence, and early child mar-
riages which are the order
of the day, especially in rural
areas.

The editor, Mr Mnsaka, said
the poetry book encom-
passes principles, insights,
and lessons about daily life.
The authors give readers
the room to come up with
solutions after reading the
poems.

Nkayi District Life-Long
Co-ordinator (DLLC), Mrs.
Siqondiso Ncube, said the
title of the book itself tells
that the ladies took time to
come up with the educative
anthology of poems that
covers cross-cutting issues
among them drug abuse
which is pertinent nowa-
days.

Speaking about non-formal
education’s role in the pub-
lication of the book, Mrs.
Ncube said the ladies were
bold enough to take the skill
taught and come up with the
book.

“Non-formal education
functional literacy was ex-
plained to the Communi-
ty and a level ground was
presented to all. The young
ladies were bold enough to
take up the skill that most
people feel is challenging.
They were eager to share
their experiences, especially
as young mothers hence the
fashioning of their dreams
through pen and paper;” said
the coordinator.

The launch gathered var-
ious communities. Those
who were on the terraces
are going to surface. If they
do so, the lifelong education
department will be ready for
them. The Non-Formal Ed-
ucation Department, with
the maximum support from
the District Schools Inspec-
torate.

“It is with the greatest hope
that every talent in the dis-
trict will be identified and
moulded as we embrace
the 2030 Vision premised
on ‘Leaving no one and no
place behind} Mrs. Ncube
added.
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Career Woman

As a child Khensani dreamed of being an astronaut
but now she is flying high in banking space

By: Edwin Naidu
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. Khensani joined
Nedbank in September
2017 as Executive Head of
Group Marketing before
being promoted to her
current role and the Ned-
bank Group Exco in May
2018. Her 20-year mar-
keting career has afforded
her invaluable experience
in several leading South
African and multinational
organisations.

. After starting as
an assistant brand man-
ager at Unilever, she rose
to eventually head up the
Skin Category for Unile-
ver in Africa, the Middle
East, and Turkey. Before
joining Nedbank, various
leadership and executive
roles followed this in Dia-
geo, South African Brew-
eries and Vodacom.

. Khensani has a
BCom from the Universi-
ty of the Witwatersrand,
an MBA from GIBS and
an Advanced Manage-
ment Program from
Harvard Business School,
where she was nominated
as representative for that
cohort. She is a member
of Effie Awards South
Africa and the Loeries
boards, a Jury Presi-

dent for the Bookmarks
Awards, and a sought-af-
ter public speaker.

As a young girl from a ru-
ral village in Eswatini, she
wanted to boldly go “where
no man has gone before” But
Captain Kirk and his merry
men ensured that wom-
en must wait their turn in
space — in reality and on the
television screens. Khensani
loves reading. Her favour-
ite teacher gave free rein to
her vivid imagination. She
wanted to become an astro-
naut. While her desire did
not materialise, she has ex-
celled in her chosen space in
the marketing world.

Today, Khensani, the 2023
Scopen Top Most Admired
Marketer in South Africa,
still has an expansive imag-
ination. But she is focused
on doing good as the char-
ismatic and much-loved
leader as Nedbank Group
Executive for Marketing and
Corporate Affairs.

It’s been an incredible jour-
ney for the young girl born
in the rural area of Fonteyn
in the country formerly
known as Swaziland. She
never dreamed that all that
she had achieved would be
possible.

But she told delegates at the
International ~ Advertising
Association conference in
Malaysia from 6 to 8 March,
where she spoke on the fu-
ture being female, that her
grandmother and mum be-
lieved in her. “And that’s why
the past, the present, and the
future are female. Believe it”
Previously, Khensani mar-
keted and promoted skin
care products, a famous
liquor brand, and a mo-
bile operator. The financial
world, however, has taken
her career into orbit, with
countless industry awards,

Khensani

making her one of the coun-
try’s most powerful women
in marketing.

As the marketing executive
and a Nedbank Group ex-
ecutive leadership member,
she ensures the cohesive
and consistent alignment
between marketing messag-
ing, brand positioning, and
business objectives across
the group while providing
strategic input into various
Nedbank structures, com-
mittees, and partnerships.
Khensani joined Nedbank
in September 2017 as Exec-
utive Head of Group Mar-
keting before being promot-
ed to her current role and
the Nedbank Group Exco in
May 2018. Her 20-year mar-
keting career has afforded
her invaluable experience in
several leading South Afri-
can and multinational or-
ganisations.

After starting as an assistant
brand manager at Unilever,
she rose to eventually head
up the Skin Category for
Unilever in Africa, the Mid-
dle East, and Turkey. Before
joining Nedbank, various
leadership and executive
roles followed this in Dia-
geo, South African Brewer-
ies and Vodacom.

Khensani has a BCom from
the University of the Wit-
watersrand, an MBA from
GIBS and an Advanced
Management Program from
Harvard Business School,
where she was nominated
as representative for that co-
hort. She is a member of Ef-
fie Awards South Africa and
the Loeries boards, a Jury
President for the Bookmarks
Awards, and a sought-after
public speaker.

She has amassed several ac-

colades in recognition of her
contribution to the industry,
including top honours as
winner of the Loeries 2021
“Marketing Leadership &
Innovation” award and the
“Marketing Industry Leader
of the Year” award by AdFo-
cus, as well as the 2022 “Most
Admired Marketer in South
Africa” award by Marklives.
com. She was among the
three most admired mar-
keting professionals rated
by marketers and agency
professionals in the Agency
Scope 2023/2024.

Khensani recently shared
memories of her favourite
teacher in conversation.

What was their name?
Mrs Brenton-Smith

Please share the name of the
school attended and year/s.
Malkerns Valley Primary in
eSwatini 1984 to 1990

How did your favourite
teacher endear themself to
you?

She encouraged my love for
reading. She would allow
me to spend more time in
the library than I was al-
lowed to and even skip some
extra murals because I was
engrossed in a book and
couldn’t put it down.

What subject/s did he/she
teach you?

She was my grade 1 teacher,
so she taught me everything
except the second language I
was studying, French.

Did you look forward to
their subject?

I looked forward to class. It
was a place where my imag-
ination was allowed to wan-

der and flourish.

What did you like about
your teacher?

She allowed us as kids to
lean into what we wanted
whilst ensuring we achieved
what was required to pass
the grade.

What was your favourite
subject at school?

Overall, across primary
and high school, English
and history were taught. I
loved English because, in
literature, we had to read
books...that seemed like an
easy pass for me. History is
essential because, to move
forward, we must learn from
the many stories of our past.
They give us context and al-
low us to see the present in
that context. Also, learning
history builds up a reposito-
ry of knowledge that allows
one to engage in many top-
ics.

Has this influenced your
choice of career?

Maybe a little bit. Indeed,
brands have roots and histo-
ries that we must respect. So,
as much as we can reposition
brands, we must never for-
get where that brand comes
from and build from that
past to ensure that whilst we
look forward...we look for-
ward rooted in the past.

What was the one phrase
from any teacher that stuck
with you or inspired you?
Don’t give up on what you
enjoy, she would say - even
if other people want you to
do different things, I'm hap-
py you know what you love
doing and always keep at it.

Have you kept in touch with

your favourite teacher?
Unfortunately, she passed
on. I returned to primary
school as part of my #40be-
fore40 journey. I planned 4o
things to do before I turned
40, and one of them was to
return to St Michael’s. It was
surreal standing in front of
that grade 1 class and re-
flecting on the fact that it
underlined a big part of who
I was.

Why are teachers so import-
ant to society? Phew... a big
question. In summary, they
give kids the opportunities
and possibilities for “A Bet-
ter Life” I know that without
the education I received, I
wouldn’t be where I am.
Finally, what advice do you
have for learners today? For
a seed to grow, it has to land
on fertile ground. Your atti-
tude is the most important
thing, no matter how good
the teacher is. I realised that
education was MY road to
success, so really, during my
schooling, even as I some-
times didn't agree with my
teachers, I used that as an
opportunity to have a good
debate where I could come
of it more knowledgeable. I
loved school because I was
clear that school was going
to be the road to my success.
One final question: did
you imagine ending up
where you are today while
at school, and why is it im-
portant to believe in one’s
dreams? I thought Id be
an astronaut. At no point
did Mrs. Brenton Smith
say that’s not possible for a
young black girl from the
Southern tip of Africa. So,
whilst T never became an
astronaut, she encouraged
me to lean into my dreams.
- Inside Education

Khensani as a child



CE T Diaspora Times Glvval EEErrETaa P 17

A Beautiful Wildlife Haven

g T

, . r.

EXPLORE - EXPERIENCE - CONSERVE &

O DO Kenya Wildlife Service www.kws.go.ke Karibu, Tutunze Pamoja!

For All your Advertisement needs
Email: ads@mountkenyatimes.co.ke
diasporaglobalnews@yahoo.com / diasporaglobalnews@gmail.com
FacebooK: https://www.facebook.com/DiasporaGlobal
Twitter: https://twitter.com/DiasporaGloball
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/diaspora-global-1a15ab210/
Intagram: @DiasporaGloball, TikTok: @DiasporaGlobal
YouTube: Diaspora Global




DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL DIASPORA NEWS

SAT-FRI: April 20 - April 26, 2024

The Diaspora Times GlEdbal

Diaspora

Kenyan mountaineer embarks on daring quest to
summit Mt. Everest without supplemental oxygen

At 8,849 metres, Everest’s summit has approximately one-third the air pressure that exists at sea level.

By Kenneth Gachie
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. “The challenge for
me would be without sup-
plemental oxygen; other-
wise, I wouldn’t feel like
I’ve achieved much. So I
want to see how my body
can cope in such altitude,’
Kirui said.

. “Climbers who
ascend higher than 8,000
metres on Mt. Everest
enter the ‘death zone. In
this area, oxygen is so lim-
ited that the body’s cells
start to die, and judgment
becomes impaired.”

. He added: “There,
your body is not struc-
tured to survive with that
oxygen concentration,
which is around a third
of what is at sea level. The
idea is that when you are
there, you get to the sum-
mit as fast as possible and
then down before your
body starts shutting down
or dying.”

. Summiting Mt.
Everest requires a lot

of experience in moun-
taineering elsewhere, a
certificate of good health,
equipment and a trained
Nepalese guide.

A Kenyan mountaineer has
embarked on a daring quest
to attempt a summit of the
Mt. Everest without the use
of supplemental oxygen.
Cheruiyot Kirui, a banker
working with KCB, will at-
tempt to summit the earth’s
highest mountain above sea
level in his quest to test the
limitations of the human
body.

“Climbing Everest has been
done before. I think the only
difference is what I'm try-
ing to do, climbing without
supplemental oxygen. That
has not been done by any
African. Its the tough way
to climb Mt Everest,” he told
reporters.

“It is riskier than climbing
with supplemental oxygen.

Kenyan mountaineer Cheruiyot Kirui. PHOTO | COURTESY

So you need to be extremely
fit. The success rate of climb-
ing without supplemental
oxygen is less than 40 per
cent”

At 8,849 metres, Everests
summit has approximately
one-third the air pressure
that exists at sea level.

This significantly reduces a
climber’s ability to breathe
in enough oxygen. Because
of this, scientists have deter-
mined that the human body
is not capable of remaining
indefinitely above 6,000 me-
tres.

The banker added that
climbing with supplemen-
tal oxygen will be quite
easy, and that is not what he
wants.

“The challenge for me would

be without supplemental ox-
ygen; otherwise, I wouldn't
teel like I've achieved much.
So I want to see how my
body can cope in such alti-
tude,” Kirui said.

“Climbers who ascend high-
er than 8,000 metres on
Mt. Everest enter the ‘death
zone! In this area, oxygen
is so limited that the body’s
cells start to die, and judg-
ment becomes impaired”
He added: “There, your
body is not structured to
survive with that oxygen
concentration, which s
around a third of what is
at sea level. The idea is that
when you are there, you get
to the summit as fast as pos-
sible and then down before
your body starts shutting

down or dying”

Summiting Mt. Everest re-
quires a lot of experience in
mountaineering elsewhere,
a certificate of good health,
equipment and a trained

Nepalese guide.
The snow and ice on the
mountain create deadly

hazards, such as avalanches,
and there is only a limited
climbing season due to bad
weather conditions.

Kirui says he would conquer
that with him being in good
shape.

“You have to be in really
good shape to be able to get
to the summit and down be-
fore your body shuts down,”
he stated.

The mountain, which lies
at a latitude of about 28 de-

grees, straddles the borders
of Nepal and China.

Kirui developed this passion
during a work boot camp at
Outward Bound Training
Centre in Kajiado County.
In 2014, he climbed Mt Ken-
ya during the Easter holi-
days and Kilimanjaro. He
has now climbed Mt Kenya
more than 15 times.

“Ive lost count. The last
two weekends, I climbed
Mt Kenya. The next two
weekends, I'll be there still.
I climb up and down in less
than seven hours. It has be-
come relatively easier over
the years,” he said.
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Indonesia

The famous shadow theater in Indonesia

By: Usanova Muhklisa Tangirbek
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. The appearance of
the first Wayang theater
was based on religious
ideas and was interpreted
as a kind of prayer. Its
main goal is to encourage
people to do good and re-
frain from bad deeds, and
now different religions
and beliefs are being ad-
dressed on its stage.

. In Wayang theater,
the main performer is
known as dalang, he is the
puppeteer and narrator of
the work. Dalang skill-
fully controls his puppets
behind the scenes, voices
the characters, narrates
the story and often does
not forget dialogues and
jokes to engage the audi-
ence.

. In wayang art, the
dalang is a highly respect-
ed and respected figure,
as they are responsible
not only for the technical
aspects of the stage, but
also for conveying cul-
tural, moral and spiritual
teachings through the
stories they present.

Shadow puppetry is a popu-
lar traditional heritage in In-
donesia, particularly in Java
and Bali. It is called Wayang
Theater in Indonesia. The

origin of the term Wayang
is related to the term Waang,
which means “shadow”,
“imagination” in the Java-
nese language. Nowadays,
in Javanese and Indonesian
dictionaries, wayang can
refer to a puppet or puppet
show. A puppeteer performs
a shadow puppet behind a
white cloth screen, which is
lit behind so that the audi-
ence on the other side of the
screen can see his shadow.
At first, the white cloth was
lit from the back by an oil
lamp. It was called blencong.
Currently, the backstage is
lit by electric lights. The au-
dience will learn the story
of the shadows through the
performance of the waang
characters, whose images
will appear on the screen.
Despite the fact that Indo-
nesia is recognized as the
homeland of shadow the-
ater, this type of traditional
stage art also exists in China
and India. But they made
this decision because the
wayang name and the main
characters in the stories are
reminiscent of Indonesian
culture. It should be noted
that in Indonesia itself there
are several types of wayang
by region:

Banjar Shadow  Puppet
(South Kalimantan)
Wayang Palembang (South
Sumatra)

Betawi Wayang (Jakarta)
Cirebon Shadow Puppet
(West Java)

Sasak leather doll (Lombok)
Wayang Kulit Madura (Lost)
Wayang Siam (Kelantan,
Malaysia)

The appearance of the
first Wayang theater was
based on religious ideas and
was interpreted as a kind
of prayer. Its main goal is

to encourage people to do
good and refrain from bad
deeds, and now different
religions and beliefs are be-
ing addressed on its stage.
In Wayang theater, the
main performer is known as
dalang, he is the puppeteer
and narrator of the work.
Dalang skillfully controls his
puppets behind the scenes,
voices the characters, nar-
rates the story and often
does not forget dialogues
and jokes to engage the au-
dience. In wayang art, the
dalang is a highly respected
and respected figure, as they
are responsible not only for
the technical aspects of the
stage, but also for conveying
cultural, moral and spiritual
teachings through the sto-
ries they present. The stories
often depict episodes from
ancient epics such as the Ra-
mayana and the Mahabhara-
ta, as well as local legends
and moral tales. These epics
are central to the Wayang
Kulit tradition and are often
adapted into shadow puppet
theater performances, con-
veying moral and spiritual
teachings through the char-
acters and events depicted
in the stories. In particular,
the epic Ramayana tells the
story of the rescue of Prince
Rama’s wife Sita, who was
kidnapped by King Ravana.
The story deals with themes
of duty, honor, love, and the
triumph of good over evil,
which is why the Ramayana
is so beloved in Southeast
Asian cultures. The Ma-
habharata is also an ancient
Indian epic that tells the sto-
ry of the Kurukshetra war
between two royal families,
the Pandavas and the Kau-
ravas. The Mahabharata is
rich in complex situations,
philosophical teachings,
and moral processes, and
its themes of righteousness,
loyalty, and honor are often
reflected in Wayang theater.

In addition to these epics,
Wayang Kulit also incorpo-
rates local folklore, legends,
and moral stories. Cultural
traditions provide a vari-
ety of stories that entertain,
educate, and emotionally
support youth and visitors
to the country. Dalang and
Kui are also famous for their
skills in wayang theater. The
theater of living shadows
serves to increase the flow
of tourists to Indonesia.
Making shadow puppets is a
complex task, which is done
by skilled craftsmen. These
craftsmen are required to
know national traditions,
national decorations and
national folklore well. In
particular, making dolls in-
cludes several stages:

Skin preparation.
The process begins with
the preparation of buffa-
lo hide, which is usually
used to build dolls. Leather
is moistened, scraped and
stretched to achieve the de-

sired thickness and texture
for puppetry. Editing and
cutting. Once the leather is
ready, the craftsman care-
fully inscribes the intricate
designs of the characters
onto the leather, using tra-

ditional patterns as a guide.
The designs are then preci-
sion cut, paying attention to
preserving the details and
maintaining the structural
integrity of the dolls.
Carving and shap-
ing. After the patterns are
cut, the craftsman skillfully

{ carves and shapes the leath-

er, creating intricate de-
tails such as facial features,
clothing and accessories for
each doll. This delicate pro-
cess requires precision and
careful attention. Paint. The
dolls are then painted with
vibrant colors using natural
dyes and pigments to bring
the characters to life. Artists
often use symbolic colors
to express different quali-
ties and emotions associat-
ed with traditional patterns
and symbols. Assembly:
After the painting is com-
pleted, the various parts of
the doll like the body, arms
and head are joined to-
gether using small threads
and ropes. Such delicate
processes allow the puppet
to move freely during the
performance. Shadow the-
ater works together with a
traditional orchestra called
gamelan, which is made up
of traditional musical in-
struments called metallo-
phones, gongs, and drums.
Gamelan music serves the
audience by adding the at-
mosphere of the play and
its own rhythm to the stage.
Performances are often part
of religious ceremonies, cel-
ebrations and social gather-
ings, and contribute to the
preservation and transmis-
sion of traditional Indone-
sian beliefs and values. The
musical instruments in the
traditional gamelan ensem-
ble on the Wayang Theater
stage are usually made of
metal, wood and bamboo.
Specifically, a metallophone
is an instrument with a met-

al grid that is struck to pro-
duce musical tones. They are
often of different sizes, made
of bronze or iron. Gongs
are another important part
of the gamelan, large piec-
es of metal that produce
resonant, resonant sounds
when struck with a ham-
mer. Drums in a gamelan
ensemble provide rhythmic
accompaniment and are of-
ten made of wood, metal, or
animal skin. And flutes are
made of bamboo and are
blown from above to create
musical notes. In the wayang
theater performance, the
gamelan ensemble plays a
crucial role in providing
musical accompaniment to
the shadow puppet theater.
Each instrument is played
using a hammer or hand
technique to produce differ-
ent tones and rhythms. The
musicians follow the cues
and directions of the dalang,
respond to the movements
and emotions of the shad-
ow puppet characters, and
work closely together for the
perfect performance of the
stage piece.

Wayang Kulit Theater was
recognized by UNESCO
on November 7, 2003 as an
outstanding cultural work in
the field of Masterpieces of
the Oral and Intangible Her-
itage of Humanity. If you go
to Indonesia, be sure to visit
the Wayang Theater and en-
joy it.

Usanova Muhklisa Tangir-
bek was born on February
26, 2003 in Zaamin District,
Jizzakh Region. Currently,
she is a 2nd year student of
the Faculty of Eastern Civ-
ilization and History of the
Tashkent State University
of Oriental Studies. Her ini-
tial achievements are the Ist
place in the Zakovat intellec-
tual game “Creative” team at
the university.
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‘Concerted global push’ for Sudan ceasefire is

essential: Guterres

“It is a war on the many thousands of civilians who have been killed, and tens of thousands more
maimed for life, said UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres.

By: Christine Muchira and /Release

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. Guterres said latest
reports of escalating hos-
tilities in El Fasher - the
capital of North Darfur -
“are a fresh cause for deep
alarm.

. Over the weekend,
RSF-affiliated militias at-
tacked and burnt villages
west of the city leading to
widespread new displace-
ment.

. “Let me be clear:
Any attack on El Fasher
would be devastating for
civilians and could lead to
full-blown intercommu-
nal conflict across Dar-
fur”, said the UN chief.

. “It would also
upend aid operations in
an area already on the
brink of famine, since El
Fasher has always been a
critical UN humanitari-
an hub. All parties must
facilitate the safe, rapid
and unimpeded passage
of humanitarian person-
nel and supplies through
all available routes into El
Fasher”

© WFP/World Relief People wait for the distribution of emergency food and nutrition assistance in West Darfur.

“The world is forgetting
about the people of Sudan”
the UN chief warned on
Monday, calling for a boost
in humanitarian funding
and a global push for peace
to end a year of brutal fight-
ing between rival militaries.
With attention over the
weekend focused on the
Middle East he said the con-
flict between the national
army and Rapid Support
Forces militia had turned
into “a war being waged on
the Sudanese people”

“It is a war on the many
thousands of civilians who
have been killed, and tens of
thousands more maimed for
life, said UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres.

“It is a war on the 18 million
people facing acute hunger
and the communities now
staring down the terrify-
ing threat of famine in the
months ahead”
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No aspect of civilian life has
been spared, including ram-
pant sexual violence and the
targeting of aid convoys and
aid workers.

Meanwhile, the violence
which erupted in and
around the capital Khar-
toum a year ago, has forced
more than eight million to
flee their homes while two
million have become refu-
gees.

One year on, half of Sudan’s
population needs lifesaving
assistance.

El Fasher tinderbox
Guterres said latest reports
of escalating hostilities in El
Fasher - the capital of North
Darfur - “are a fresh cause
for deep alarm.

Over the weekend, RSF-af-
filiated militias attacked and
burnt villages west of the
city leading to widespread
new displacement.

“Let me be clear: Any at-
tack on El Fasher would be
devastating for civilians and
could lead to full-blown in-
tercommunal conflict across
Darfur”, said the UN chief.

“It would also upend aid op-
erations in an area already
on the brink of famine,
since El Fasher has always
been a critical UN humani-
tarian hub. All parties must
facilitate the safe, rapid and
unimpeded passage of hu-
manitarian personnel and
supplies through all avail-
able routes into El Fasher”

A path out of the nightmare
Noting the international
conference on the Sudan
crisis taking place in Par-
is on Monday, the Secre-
tary-General said Sudanese
“desperately need the sup-
port and generosity of the
global community to help
them through this night-

mare.”

A $2.7 billion Humanitari-
an Response Plan for Sudan
is only six per cent funded
while the $1.4 billion Re-
gional Refugee Response
Plan was only seven per cent
funded.

He said all combatants had
made promises to ensure
full humanitarian access to
allow vital aid to reach civil-
ians.

“They must heed the UN
Security Council’s call to en-
sure rapid, safe and unhin-
dered humanitarian access,
and to protect civilians”

But the Sudanese people
need more than aid, “they
need an end to the blood-
shed. They need peace”, Gu-
terres continued.

Political solution is the
only solution

“The only path out of this
horror is a political solution.

At this critical moment, in
addition to global support
for aid, we need a concerted
global push for a ceasefire in
Sudan followed by a com-
prehensive peace process.”
He noted that his Personal
Envoy, Ramtane Lamamra,
is working tirelessly to me-
diate more talks between the
rival generals.

“Coordinated international
efforts will be essential to
amplify joint action’, and
work must continue on Su-
dan’s democratic transition,
which was derailed by a mil-
itary coup in late 2021.

He said this must be an in-
clusive process: “I will not
relent in my calls for all par-
ties to silence the guns and
meet the aspirations of the
Sudanese people for a peace-
ful and secure future”
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Violations of women’s reproductive health rights
trigger rise in preventable deaths

By: Christine Muchira/Release
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Worth
Noting:

. But progress is
slowing down or stalled in
several key areas. In a world
where a quarter of women
cannot say no to sex with
their partner and nearly
one in 10 have no say over
contraception, 800 women
die every day giving birth
a disturbing figure that has
remained unchanged since
2016.

. Nearly 500 of those
preventable deaths per day

are happening in countries
living through humanitari-
an crises and conflicts.

. “The world made

Zero progress in saving
women from preventable
deaths in pregnancy and
childbirth,” said Kanem,
adding that for the first
time, data was collected on
whether women’s bodily
autonomy is strengthening
over time.

. In 40 per cent of
countries where information
is available, autonomy is
weakening due to an inabil-
ity to reach “those furthest
behind”, she added.

© UNFPA Mali/Amadou Maiga A woman with her baby listens to UNFPA staff at an awareness raising session on gender-based violence at the One Stop Centre in

African women are 130
times more likely to die due
to pregnancy or childbirth
complications than wom-
en in Europe and Northern
America, the UN sexual and
reproductive health agency
(UNFPA) said in a new re-
port published on Wednes-
day.

Interwoven Lives, Threads
of Hope: Ending inequalities
in sexual and reproductive
health and rights, reveals
that more than half of all
preventable maternal deaths
occur in countries which are
in a state of crisis or distress.
It highlights the role that
racism, sexism and other
forms of discrimination play
in blocking progress on sex-
ual and reproductive health
issues.

Women and girls trapped
in poverty are more likely
to die prematurely due to
lack of sufficient healthcare
if they belong to minority
groups or are trapped in a
conflict setting, according to
the findings.

Around

800 WOMEN

still die every day while giving birth

Opverall, there have been sig-
nificant advances in sexual
and reproductive health it
became a global sustainable
development priority three
decades ago.

“In the space of a genera-
tion, we have reduced the
unintended pregnancy rate
by nearly one fifth, lowered
the maternal death rate by
one third, and secured laws
against domestic violence in
more than 160 countries,
UNFPA Executive Director
Natalia Kanem said, launch-
ing the report.

Stalled progress

But progress is slowing
down or stalled in several
key areas. In a world where
a quarter of women can-
not say no to sex with their
partner and nearly one in 10
have no say over contracep-
tion, 800 women die every
day giving birth a disturbing
figure that has remained un-
changed since 2016.

Nearly 500 of those prevent-
able deaths per day are hap-

Hearly,

1/4 WOMEN

still CANNOT make
fundamental decisions about
their bodies

In 69 countires

1/10 WOMEN

have NO choice in
using confraception

Sominé Dolo Hospital.

pening in countries living
through humanitarian crises
and conflicts.

“The world made zero prog-
ress in saving women from
preventable deaths in preg-
nancy and childbirth,” said
Kanem, adding that for the
first time, data was collected
on whether women’s bodily
autonomy is strengthening
over time.

In 40 per cent of countries
where information is avail-
able, autonomy is weakening
due to an inability to reach
“those furthest behind”, she
added.

There is a clear disparity be-
tween the global North and
South, West and East, when
it comes to contraceptives,
safe birth services, respect-
ful maternity care, and other
essential services, the report
documents.

Pockets of inequality

Yet, even within those re-
gions there are “pockets of
inequality”, the report un-
derscores. Women of Afri-

R
From 1990 to 2021

Singa 2020

can descent in the Amer-
icas face higher maternal
mortality rates compared to
white women, which is espe-
cially evident in the United
States where it’s three times
the national average.
Indigenous and ethnic mi-
norities also face elevated
risks related to pregnancy
and childbirth.

Within Europe, in Albania,
for example, over 90 per
cent of Roma women from
the most marginalized so-
cioeconomic groups had se-
rious problems in accessing
healthcare compared with
only five per cent of ethnic
Albanian women from the
most privileged strata.
Additionally, women with
disabilities are up to ten
times more likely to experi-
ence gender-based violence,
and individuals of diverse
sexual orientation and gen-
der expression encounter
significant violence and bar-
riers to care.

No ‘one-size-fits-all’ solu-

the number of women using
modern contraception

DOUBLED

births among girls
aged 15 1o 19 years
hiave fallen by

AROUND

Between 2000 and 2020

162
countries

have passed laws against

tions

The report highlights the
importance of tailoring pro-
grammes to the needs of
communities and empower-
ing women and girls to craft
and implement innovative
solutions.

It also calculates that if addi-
tional $79 billion are invest-
ed in low and middle-in-
come countries by 2030, 400
million unplanned preg-
nancies could be averted, a
million lives saved and $660
billion in economic benefits
could be generated.

The ability to secure repro-
ductive health rights, the
UNFPA Executive Director
believes, is another major
challenge.

“It is indeed the responsibil-
ity of men to be champions
of womens reproductive
rights, of everyone’s repro-
ductive rights,” Kanem said.

matermal mortality
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Astronomers detect Milky Way’s second-largest
known black hole

By: Reuters
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. “This black hole

is not only very massive,
it is also very peculiar in
many aspects. It is real-

ly something we never
expected to see,” said
Pasquale Panuzzo, a
research engineer at the
French research agency
CNRS working at the
Observatoire de Paris and
lead author of the study
published in the journal
Astronomy & Astrophys-
ics, opens new tab.

. For instance, the
black hole, called Gaia
BH3, and its companion
are travelling within the
galaxy in the opposite
direction of how stars typ-
ically orbit in the Milky
Way.

. Gaia BH3 proba-
bly formed after the death
of a star that was more
than 40 as massive as the
sun, the researchers said.
. Black holes that re-
sult from the collapse of a
single star are called stel-
lar black holes. Gaia BH3
is the largest-known stel-
lar black hole, according
to astronomer and study
co-author Tsevi Mazeh of
the Tel Aviv University in
Israel.

An artist’s impression shows the orbits of the most massive stellar black hole in our galaxy, dubbed Gaia BH3, and a companion star, in this handout image obtained
by Reuters on April 16, 2024. European Southern Observatory/L. Calcada/Handout via REUTERS

Astronomers have discov-
ered a black hole with a mass
about 33 times greater than
that of our sun, the biggest
one known in the Milky
Way aside from the super-
massive black hole lurking
at the center of our galaxy.
The newly identified black
hole is located about 2,000
light-years from Earth - rel-
atively close in cosmic terms
- in the constellation Aquila,
and has a companion star
orbiting it, researchers said
on Tuesday. A light year is
the distance light travels in
a year, 5.9 trillion miles (9.5
trillion km).

Black holes are extraordi-
narily dense objects with
gravity so strong that not
even light can escape,
making it difficult to spot
them. This one was identi-
fied through observations
made in the European Space
Agency’s Gaia mission,
which is creating a huge stel-
lar census because it caused

a wobbling motion in its
companion star. Data from
the European Southern Ob-
servatory’s Chile-based Very
Large Telescope and other
ground-based observatories
were used to verify the black
hole’s mass.

“This black hole is not only
very massive, it is also very
peculiar in many aspects.
It is really something we
never expected to see,” said
Pasquale Panuzzo, aresearch
engineer at the French re-
search agency CNRS work-
ing at the Observatoire de
Paris and lead author of
the study published in the
journal Astronomy & Astro-
physics, opens new tab.

For instance, the black hole,
called Gaia BH3, and its
companion are travelling
within the galaxy in the op-
posite direction of how stars
typically orbit in the Milky
Way.

Gaia BH3 probably formed
after the death of a star that

was more than 40 as massive
as the sun, the researchers
said.

Black holes that result from
the collapse of a single
star are called stellar black
holes. Gaia BH3 is the larg-
est-known stellar black hole,
according to astronomer
and study co-author Tsevi
Mazeh of the Tel Aviv Uni-
versity in Israel.

Stellar black holes are
dwarfed in size by the super-
massive black holes inhabit-
ing the centre of most gal-
axies. One such black hole
called Sagittarius A*, or Sgr
A*, is located at the heart of
the Milky Way. It possesses
4 million times the mass of
our sun and is located about
26,000 light-years from
Earth.

Gaia BH3’s progenitor star
was composed almost en-
tirely of hydrogen and he-
lium. Stars in the early uni-
verse had such a chemical
composition, known as low

metallicity. This star had
formed relatively early in the
universes history - perhaps
2 billion years after the Big
Bang event.

When that star exploded
at the end of its lifespan -
called a supernova - it blast-
ed some material into space
while the remnant violently
collapsed to form a black
hole.

The discovery of Gaia BH3,
according to Panuzzo, sup-
ports stellar evolution mod-
els showing that massive
stellar black holes can be
produced only by a low me-
tallicity star like this one’s
progenitor star.

Gaia BH3’s companion star,
just as old as the other one
was, is about 76% of the
mass of the sun and a bit
colder, but around 10 times
more luminous. It orbits the
black hole on an elliptical
path at a distance varying
between about 4.5 times
the distance between Earth

and the sun - a measure
called an astronomical unit
(AU) - and 29 AU. By way of
comparison, Jupiter orbits
around five AU from the sun
and Neptune around 30 AU.
“The surprising result for
me was the fact that the
chemical composition of
this companion star does
not show anything special,
so it was not affected by the
supernova explosion of the
black hole,” Observatoire de
Paris astronomer and study
co-author Elisabetta Caffau
said.

Scientists are not sure just
how big stellar black holes
can be.

“The maximum mass for a
stellar black hole is a matter
of active scientific debate,
Panuzzo said.



Dozens of jurors ruled out as historic
Trump trial begins

Donald Trump’s unprecedented criminal trial has begun with half of a group of potential jurors ruled out
within minutes on impartiality grounds.

By: BBC.
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. The Manhattan
District Attorney’s Office
alleges that Trump directed
his former attorney, Michael
Cohen, to pay Ms Daniels
$130,000 (£104,000) in ex-
change for her silence about
an alleged sexual encounter
that the former president
denies took place.

. Prosecutors say

he did so to “unlawfully
influence” the 2016 election.
Trump has pleaded not
guilty.

. Jury selection began
in the afternoon. The judge
started by dismissing jurors
who raised their hand to say
they could not be impartial,
leaving around 34 people.

. Those left were then
grilled on 42 questions in
the jury questionnaire, in-
cluding on their news-read-
ing habits, whether they had
attended any Trump rallies
or read any of the former
president’s books.

. Eighteen were
placed at random in the jury
box, and they answered the
questionnaire one by one.

A view from inside the courthouse for Trump’s historic trial

Dozens of jurors ruled out as
historic Trump trial begins
By BBC

Donald Trump’s unprece-
dented criminal trial has
begun with half of a group
of potential jurors ruled out
within minutes on impar-
tiality grounds.

Trump denies falsifying
business records to conceal
a hush-money payment to
porn star Stormy Daniels.
Sixty of 96 potential jurors
were quick to say in the New
York court that they could
not be impartial.

Those left were then asked
multiple questions, includ-
ing about their news and
book reading habits.

“I just couldn’t do it,” one
prospective juror was heard
saying as she left court on
Monday.

The dismissals were an indi-
cation of how challenging it
could be to find a group of
12 impartial jurors for a case
concerned with a high-pro-
file sex scandal involving a
former president running
once again for the White
House.

The Manhattan District At-
torney’s Office alleges that
Trump directed his former
attorney, Michael Cohen,
to pay Ms Daniels $130,000
(£104,000) in exchange for
her silence about an alleged
sexual encounter that the
former president denies
took place.

Prosecutors say he did so to
“unlawfully influence” the
2016 election. Trump has
pleaded not guilty.

Jury selection began in the

afternoon. The judge start-
ed by dismissing jurors who
raised their hand to say they
could not be impartial, leav-
ing around 34 people.

Those left were then grilled
on 42 questions in the jury
questionnaire, including on
their news-reading habits,
whether they had attended
any Trump rallies or read
any of the former president’s
books.

Eighteen were placed at ran-
dom in the jury box, and
they answered the question-
naire one by one.

One man from Midtown
Manhattan said that he read
the Wall Street Journal. An-
other from the Upper West
Side said his radio habits in-
cluded listening to whatever
was on when he was in the
shower. He later clarified he
meant NPR.

Neither was dismissed im-
mediately.

A woman was asked: “Do
you have any strong opin-
ions or firmly held beliefs
about former president
Donald Trump, or the fact
that he is a current can-
didate for president, that
would interfere with your
ability to be a fair and im-
partial juror?”

She simply replied “yes” and
was dismissed, although Mr
Trump’s team initially ob-
jected to excusing her for
reasons they did not explain.
All jurors will remain anon-
ymous due to the high-pro-
file nature of the case, al-
though Mr Trump’s legal
team and prosecutors will
know their identities.

Quiet in the court

The accused stayed quiet
during the day, speaking to
his lawyers in a hushed tone
while maintaining a stern
expression. He said three
words in the entirety of the
morning to the judge, New
York Justice Juan Merchan
- all “yes”, when asked about
what conduct was required
in court.

But outside of the court,
Trump said the trial was
“nonsense” and an “assault
on America’”.

Trump’s public remarks
about the case were the sub-
ject of several minutes of de-
bate during the morning in
court.

Prosecutors argued some of
Trump’s posts on his social
media site, Truth Social, vi-
olated a gag order Justice
Merchan imposed on him.
The order bars Trump from
making public comments
about people related to the
case, including potential

witnesses.

The order was expanded to
relatives of those involved
after Trump attacked Justice
Merchan’s daughter on so-
cial media.

The Manhattan District At-
torney’s Office asked Justice
Merchan to fine Mr Trump
$3,000 (£2,400) in total for
three posts. That includes a
post on Saturday when he
called his former attorney
- and future trial witness -
Michael Cohen a “disgraced
attorney and felon”.

The judge set a hearing date
of 24 April to make a deci-
sion.

The judge used the morn-
ing to resolve what evidence
would be permissible in
court.

The defence and prosecu-
tion sparred over leaked au-
dio of Mr Trump that came
out just before the 2016 elec-
tion. In the clip, taken from
a recording of NBC show
Access Hollywood, Trump
talks about grabbing women
by their genitals.
Prosecutors asked to include
an email chain between
Trump campaign officials
and the Washington Post
reporter who broke the Ac-
cess Hollywood story, which
included a transcript of the
tape.

The judge refused to allow
the audio to be played for
jurors, but said prosecutors
could refer to what Trump
said on the tape.
Throughout the day, Trump
was cheered on by dozens of
people who rallied peaceful-

EPA Trump supporters in New York

ly but loudly outside court.
They included a man play-
ing The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner on the flute for hours
and a Trump impersonator
wearing a blond wig and red
tie.

There were others decidedly
less enthusiastic about the
former president. One held
a banner that stated: “Con-
vict Trump already”

The hush-money trial is just
one of four criminal cases
the former president is fac-
ing. But it could be the only
one to go to trial before the
2024 presidential election, a
rematch between Trump, a
Republican, and the incum-
bent, Joe Biden, a Democrat.
If convicted, Mr Trump
would be the first ma-
jor-party nominee to run
for president as a convicted
felon. No law prevents him
from doing so.

Justice Merchan also reject-
ed a defence request that
Trump be excused from
the trial next Thursday so
that he can attend Supreme
Court arguments on the
immunity claims he raised
in another of his criminal
cases.

“Arguing before the Su-
preme Court is a big deal
Justice Merchan said, before
adding: “A trial in New York
Supreme Court... is also a
big deal. I will see him here
next week.”

Published in USA, Canada, Germany, Britain, India, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Uganda ¢ Kenya. Email: diasporaglobalnews@yahoo.com / diasporaglobalnews@gmail.com

Distributed globally by The Diaspora Times Global company



