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President Ruto made the remarks on Friday evening during a banquet hosted in his honour 
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Kenya has presented its candidature for AUC Chairperson for 
2025 – 2028. :

Ruto Secures Zimbabwe’s Backing For Kenya’s AUC Bid:
President William Ruto has secured Zimbabwe’s 
support for Raila Odinga’s bid for the African 
Union Commission chairmanship

India’s monumental leap in clean energy with the Khavda 
Renewable Energy Park

President William Ruto has 
secured Zimbabwe’s support 
for Raila Odinga’s bid for the 
African Union Commission 
chairmanship. 
Kenya has presented its candi-
dature for AUC Chairperson 
for 2025 – 2028. 
� is comes in the wake of a 
unanimous decision by the 
African Union Executive 
Council, on 15th March 2024, 
that the Eastern Africa region 
submits candidates for the AU 
Chairperson. 
President Ruto said Kenya 
candidature is informed by 
the role that the country plays 
in enhancing the Pan – Afri-
can Agenda. 
“I am assured that Kenya and 
Zimbabwe will persist in con-
ferring and backing each oth-
er on multitude issues of bilat-
eral, regional and continental 

India is building a massive renew-
able energy project in the Rann of 
Kutch, a vast desert on the border 
with Pakistan. � e Khavda Renew-
able Energy Park project is set to 
claim the title of the World’s largest 
upon its completion in three years. 
It has overtaken the Pavagada solar 

park in Karnataka as the World’s 
largest. � e Pavagada Park opened 
in 2018 and was a major contributor 
to India’s solar power, supplying over 
19% of the country’s needs at that 
time. � e park will be so big that it 
will be visible from space and will 
cover an area � ve times the size of 

Paris. � is incredible achievement, 
led by Adani Green Energy Limited, 
is a signi� cant step towards India’s 
goal of using cleaner energy sources. 
� is power plant is enormous; it will 
be able to supply 30,000 megawatts 
of power. A megawatt is a giant unit, 
containing somewhere between 

4,000 and 5,000 units. To put that 
in perspective, an average Indian 
household uses only a few units, like 
5 or 6, each day. 30000 megawatts of 

signi� cance alongside the 
African Union Agenda 2063,” 
said President Ruto. 
President Ruto made the re-
marks at the Bulawayo State 
House, Zimbabwe on Sat-
urday, during bilateral talks 
with his counterpart Emmer-
son Mnangagwa. 
During the bilateral meeting, 
Kenya and Zimbabwe signed 
nine MoUs in the � elds of 
transport, infrastructure, 
health, education, defense, 
trade and investments among 
other areas. 
President Mnagangwa em-
phasized on the need for 
investors to exploit exist-
ing opportunities in the two 

AUC Chairperson 
Eastern Africa region submits candidates for the AU Chairperson
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Abstract: In this article, the 
innovations implemented in 
the Republic of Uzbekistan, 
large-scale reforms and the 
role of our national values in 
the development of tourism, 
the place of our landmarks 
with an endless history, our 
symbols, attention to our 
state language, the condi-
tions created for the educa-
tion of young people, and 
their feelings of pride are 
highlighted.

Independence has been 
the main source of all our 
achievements and goals, 
taking a rightful place for 
our country in the world 
community, creating a solid 
foundation for implement-
ing large-scale reforms in 
various spheres and branch-
es of life.
� anks to the indepen-
dence, the centuries-old 
dreams of our people came 
true, the pride, honor, and 
glory of the nation were 

restored. Especially, the 
reforms carried out under 
the leadership of President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev in the 
last six-seven years are cre-
ating all the conditions for 
the opening of our country 
to the whole world.
In the past short peri-
od, there have been great 
changes and updates in the 
� eld of education, as in all 
� elds. It’s not for nothing, of 
course. Because there is no 
progress in life without the 
development of science and 
education. � is is the rea-
son why most of the coun-
tries of the world are paying 
attention to the develop-
ment of science, to the im-
provement of production, 
industry and other sectors 
through science.
In this regard, in recent 
years, the development of 
education and science in 
Uzbekistan has been raised 
to a priority level in the state 
policy. In the past six-sev-

en years, many legal doc-
uments - laws, decisions, 
decrees, orders, programs 
were adopted in our coun-
try for the development of 
this � eld. During the years 
of independence, important 
work was done to build a 
new state and society. � e 
Constitution of our country 
was dra� ed in a short peri-
od of time. � e foundations 
of modern statehood, legis-
lative, executive and judicial 
powers were formed.
Armed Forces capable of 
reliably protecting the inde-
pendence and sovereignty 
of our country, the invio-
lability of our borders, and 
the peaceful and peaceful 
life of our people have been 
established.
Our national currency - the 
soum - was introduced, 
and our gold and currency 
reserves were formed. Our 
ancient history, rich cul-
tural heritage, national-re-
ligious values, identity have 

been restored.
In short, our nation, which 
has seen a lot, demonstrat-
ed its strong will, persever-
ance, and incomparable po-
tential, and in a historically 
short period of time, it took 
a huge path of development.
Our country has taken a 
worthy place in the world 
community. A� er gaining 
independence on August 
31, 1991, Uzbekistan began 
to have its State Symbols, 
including the Flag, Coat of 
Arms and Anthem, which 
were adopted based on the 
history of Uzbek national 
values and statehood. - ad-
opted on November 18 and 
approved by Law No. 407-
XXI.
� e national � ag consists 
of four colors: blue, green, 
white and red. � e top part 
of the � ag is covered with 
air, which means that the 
sky of the country will al-
ways be calm, peaceful and 
clear. � e white color is lo-

cated in the middle of the 
� ag, and its meaning is the 
symbol of purity of heart 
and prosperity of the coun-
try. At the bottom of the 
� ag, the green color is � ut-
tering. � is is a symbol of 
renewal, joy, and happiness. 
� e two red lines between 
the orange and green col-
ors represent the ancestral 
blood � owing through our 
veins.
� e State Coat of Arms of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan 
was adopted on July 2, 1992 
at the tenth session of the 
Supreme Council. � e coat 
of arms depicts the sun 
shining over a golden valley 
and an open cotton boll on 
the right and wheat ears on 
the le� .

Bukhara Institute of Engi-
neering and Technology
Jorayeva Nodira,
njorayeva813@gmail.com
+998918310315

Works Implemented In Uzbekistan A� er 
Independence

Uzbekistan’s heritage

Worth
Noting:

• In this regard, in 
recent years, the devel-
opment of education and 
science in Uzbekistan has 
been raised to a priority 
level in the state policy. In 
the past six-seven years, 
many legal documents - 
laws, decisions, decrees, 
orders, programs were 
adopted in our country 
for the development of 
this � eld. 
• During the years 
of independence, im-
portant work was done to 
build a new state and so-
ciety. � e Constitution of 
our country was dra� ed 
in a short period of time. 
� e foundations of mod-
ern statehood, legislative, 
executive and judicial 
powers were formed.
• Armed Forces 
capable of reliably pro-
tecting the independence 
and sovereignty of our 
country, the inviolability 
of our borders, and the 
peaceful and peaceful life 
of our people have been 
established.

By: Jorayeva Nodira
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Climate Change Is Real: A Ugandan Youth’s Cry 
For Action

Climate Change 

As a climate Justice Advo-
cate and Ugandan Youth, I 
have witnessed � rsthand the 
devastating impacts of cli-
mate change on my beloved 
continent of Africa. 
� e scorching heat waves 
that have le�  children dead 
and melted people’s brains 
in Uganda are a stark reality 
that we can no longer ignore. 
Crops have been destroyed, 
causing famine and hunger 
to grip our communities. 
� is is not just the story of 
Uganda, but of Kenya, Tan-
zania, South Sudan, and the 
whole of Africa. 
In the past month alone, we 
have seen temperatures rise 
to abnormal levels, leading 
to the suspension of schools 
in our neighboring coun-
try South Sudan for fear of 
children dying due to the 
extreme heat. And now, the 
devastating � oods in Bu-
taleja, Sironko, and Masaka 
Kasese  and even in the cap-
ital city , Kampala have le�  
many homeless, crops de-
stroyed, schools submerged, 
and the education of our 
children cut short.
We have all witnessed how 
schools have been  blown 
down by storms, class rooms 
submerged causing illnesses 
to both the scholars and the 
teachers in Kisoro district.
People have lost their lives 
in the long run , roads have 
been cut o� , slowing down 
business and crumbling our 
economies as the tight biting 
poverty can’t be escaped.
It is both sad and ba�  ing 
that some people from the 
global North still think cli-
mate change is a scam.
Labeling Africans as cry 

babies that are looking for 
nothing but funds for sur-
vival.
As a Pan Africanist, a pas-
sionate Climate Justice Ad-
vocate, and a � rm believer 
in the power of youth lead-
ership, I am compelled to 
speak out. Climate change is 
real, and it is destroying our 
only home – the planet we 
call Earth.
� rough my work with or-
ganizations like Tard Foun-
dation, Fridays for Future, 
YOUNGO, and my own 
Climate Transformation 

Network, I have witnessed 
the resilience and determi-
nation of our African youth. 
We are not just victims of 
climate change; we are the 
agents of change.
We are driven by the be-
lief that through education, 
skills development, and 
advocacy, we can promote 
sustainable environmental 
practices and nurture the 
Christian values that are at 
the heart of our organiza-
tion. We are here to serve, to 
lead, and to inspire others to 
take action against the great-

est threat facing our gener-
ation.
To the global community, I 
say: wake up and take no-
tice. Climate change is real, 
and it is happening now. It is 
time to put aside our di� er-
ences, our political agendas, 
and our biases, and come to-
gether as one human family 
to save our planet. 

� e future of our children, 
our communities, and our 
continent depends on it. Let 
us rise up, let us take action, 
and let us be the change we 

wish to see in the world.

PREPARED AND COM-
PILED BY:
LINET NABWIRE 
A UGANDAN YOUTH
PAN AFRICANIST 
PASSIONATE CLIMATE 
JUSTICE ADVOCATE 
TEAM LEAD & FOUND-
ER OF CLIMATE TRANS-
FORMATION NETWORK 
(CTN)

Worth
Noting:

• As a Pan African-
ist, a passionate Climate 
Justice Advocate, and a 
� rm believer in the power 
of youth leadership, I am 
compelled to speak out. 
Climate change is real, 
and it is destroying our 
only home – the planet we 
call Earth.
• � rough my work 
with organizations like 
Tard Foundation, Fridays 
for Future, YOUNGO, 
and my own Climate 
Transformation Network, 
I have witnessed the resil-
ience and determination 
of our African youth. We 
are not just victims of 
climate change; we are the 
agents of change.

Wrath of Climate Change in Kenya

By: Linet Nabwire
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

..............................................



DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL 
SAT-FRI: April 27 - May 3, 2024

AD 05

For All your Advertisement needs
Email: ads@mountkenyatimes.co.ke

diasporaglobalnews@yahoo.com / diasporaglobalnews@gmail.com
FacebooK: https://www.facebook.com/DiasporaGlobal

Twitter: https://twitter.com/DiasporaGlobal1
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/diaspora-global-1a15ab210/

Intagram: @DiasporaGlobal1, TikTok: @DiasporaGlobal
YouTube: Diaspora Global

EXPONENTIAL INTERNATIONAL

FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEED

IN 
KENYA

+ 254 733 540 110

PROPERTIES



DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL 
SAT-FRI: April 27 - May 3, 2024

DIASPORA NEWS06

Pelosi urges Gaza campus protesters to target 
Hamas as well as Israel

UN migration agency assists survivors of deadly 
shipwreck o�  Djibouti

Nancy Pelosi, the former Speaker 
of the US House of Representatives, 
has urged protesters on college cam-
puses to protest against Hamas’ be-
haviour as well as Israel’s conduct of 
the Gaza war.
Hundreds of people have been ar-
rested on dozens of campuses across 
the US, where protests and encamp-
ments have sprung up in support of 
Palestinians in Gaza.
Ms Pelosi, who is a close ally of US 
President Joe Biden, told the BBC 
there was “complete justi� cation” 
for speaking out about the growing 
humanitarian crisis there and the 
impact on civilians of Israel’s bom-
bardment was almost “unforgive-
able”.
She has also criticised the actions 
of the Israeli government while ar-
guing it has a right to self-defence, 
and is no fan of the Prime Minister, 
Benjamin Netanyahu.
However, she said she wanted the 
demonstrators to re� ect on their 
tactics and also condemn Hamas’s 
actions on 7 October.
“We would like to see some of that 
enthusiasm recognise Hamas as a 
terrorist organisation that did a bar-
baric thing in Israel,” she said.
Ms Pelosi had her speech at the Ox-
ford Union in the UK interrupted by 

protesters on � ursday night. Dem-
onstrators also dumped manure 
outside her own home in California.
“I’ve said to those [protesters]…
do you care about what Hamas has 
done, do you care about what hap-
pened in Israel, would you not, if 
that happened here would we not 
have a response?”
� e war in Gaza began when 

Hamas-led gunmen carried out an 
unprecedented attack on southern 
Israel on 7 October, killing about 
1,200 people – mostly civilians – 
and taking 253 others back to Gaza 
as hostages.
Since then, at least 34,356 people – 
most of them children and women 
– have been killed in Gaza, the ter-
ritory’s Hamas-run health ministry 

says.
� e UN has warned of an impend-
ing humanitarian catastrophe and 
Israel has faced accusations of limit-
ing the amount of aid reaching civil-
ians by land.
Activists in the US have been call-
ing for universities to “divest from 
genocide” and to stop investing large 
school endowments in companies 

involved in weapons manufacturing 
and other industries supporting Is-
rael’s war in Gaza.
Israel is currently facing a case 
brought by South Africa at the In-
ternational Court of Justice alleg-
ing that it is committing genocide 
against the Palestinians, an accusa-
tion Israel has rejected as “baseless”.
She said such protests on college 
campuses were a “way of life” in the 
US and that there was “complete jus-
ti� cation” for objecting to what has 
been happening.
“What’s happening in Gaza chal-
lenges the consciousness of the 
world,” she said.
Some of the protesters on US cam-
puses have been accused of antisem-
itism. A number of Jewish students 
have said they have felt unsafe at 
Columbia and at other universities, 
although other Jewish students have 
joined the demonstrations.
Ms Pelosi said protesters needed 
to think about their tactics, asking: 
“What is their message, what is their 
purpose?”
She rejected the suggestion from the 
current leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Mike Johnson, that the 
National Guard should be sent in to 
deal with the protests.
Universities have brought in police 
to force students to leave but some 
are negotiating with the demonstra-
tors and say these talks are showing 
progress.

By: Christine Muchira and Release

� e International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) is o� ering med-
ical care, food, shelter and psycho-
social support to 33 migrants who 
survived a shipwreck o�  the coast 
of Djibouti on Monday, as local au-
thorities continue search and rescue 
operations. 
� e migrants were on a boat car-
rying at least 77 people from Ras 
al-Ara o�  Yemen’s coast which cap-
sized o�  the coast of Djibouti, near 
Obock, leaving 24 dead and 20 oth-
ers missing.
Just two weeks ago, a similar acci-
dent, resulting in the death of at least 
38 migrants, occurred.
“� e occurrence of two such trag-
edies within a span of two weeks 
highlights the dangers faced by chil-
dren, women, and men migrating 
through irregular routes, underscor-
ing the importance of establishing 
safe and legal pathways for migra-
tion,” said Tanja Paci� co, IOM Chief 
of Mission in Djibouti.

Searching for a better life 
In both cases, it is believed that 
migrants were trying to return to 

Djibouti from Yemen a� er being 
unable to travel to Saudi Arabia for 
better work and other opportunities.
Each year, tens of thousands of mi-
grants from the Horn of Africa, in 
particular Ethiopia and Somalia, at-
tempt to travel through Djibouti for 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf nations, 

but are o� en unsuccessful and end 
up stranded in Yemen.
“We must work to prevent as much 
as possible those circumstances 
where migrants’ safety and well-be-
ing are threatened and ensure that 
migrants are able to maintain con-
tact with their families,” Paci� co 

said.

Numbers on the rise
IOM’s Displacement Tracking Ma-
trix (DTM) has reported that 3,682 
migrants have le�  Yemen for Dji-
bouti since the beginning of 2024 – 
this is more than double the � gure 

from last year.
Despite the dangerous and 
life-threatening journey, IOM’s 
DTM recorded about 380,000 jour-
neys along the Eastern Corridor 
from Africa to countries in the Arab 
Peninsula which claimed the lives of 
1,350 – many more deaths have gone 
unreported.
IOM Djibouti is continually sup-
porting local authorities to prevent 
similar deaths on sea and land. � e 
organization has also partnered with 
48 other humanitarian and develop-
ment groups and governments to 
coordinate the Regional Migrant 
Response Plan (MRP) which will 
respond to migrants’ humanitarian 
needs along the Eastern Route.
Paci� co noted, “IOM, as Coordina-
tor of the UN Network on Migration, 
is actively working on actionable 
recommendations for providing hu-
manitarian assistance to migrants in 
distress and addressing the plight of 
missing migrants and their families.”

UN

Nancy Pelosi, the former Speaker of the US House of Representatives

© IOM/Alexander Bee Migrants sleep underneath a boat on the beach in Obock, Djibouti

By: BBC
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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My First Teacher
Motivation

child’s soul hurts, your thou-
sand souls hurt. 
 One of the most honorable, 
responsible and di�  cult 
professions in the world is 
teaching. Let’s get our ele-
mentary teachers. Children 
who play in the dirt and 
mud on the street and are 
covered in dust are brought 
up from a young age to be-
come such talented students 
that it is impossible not to 
admire their patience and 
tenacity. 
I had a teacher who was just 
as kind and had a � ery heart, 
whose eyes always shone 
with light. � eir names 
are similar to their bodies, 
Sanamjon. � ey taught us 
for 4 years, but they nev-
er said a word that hurt us. 
� ey always addressed us as 
my son, my dear child, my 
daughter. 
I was a very shy girl in ele-
mentary school. I was lag-
ging behind my classmates 
in many things. And my 
teacher looked at me with 
loving eyes and asked me, 
what is Madina doing?! 
� ey held me by the hands. 
I still can’t think about it. So 
much perseverance, master? 
Even if you hit a stone, it 
will break one day. Is the 
shield of love so strong? 

teacher Teacher, you open 
your magical arms to a more 
playful child who has en-
tered the 1st grade and does 
not yet know what studying 
is. 
You teach them to count, 
you recognize letters, you try 
to teach them to say words 
together and make sentenc-
es. You bring the owners of 
this little heart to the level 
of a perfect human being. 
You cannot spare time for 
your children while teaching 
science all day in an educa-
tional institution. Your main 
family will be these 25-30 
students, your children. 
If one of your students is 
sick, you run around with 
your � sts, looking for ways 
to improve his condition. 
At this time, you will forget 
yourself. Because your stu-
dents are like children. If 
your child’s soul hurts, your 
thousand souls hurt. 
When you go to a senior 
class, you forget your chil-
dren, you miss them, they 
even enter your dreams. You 
remember the sweet mem-
ories you spent with them. 
Finally, when they graduate 
from school, they will see 
you and think: 
“My � rst teacher’s hair is 
gray, his face is wrinkled, but 

I still remember the bound-
lessness of his love at that 
time.” Did you see it? How 
did you � nd a way to the 
hearts of your readers? You 
never hit them, you planted 
the seeds of trust called love 
in your heart. Sprouts of 
hope sprouted from them. 
And now, right now, you are 
about to enjoy its fruits. 
It is not for nothing that our 
people emphasized that “the 
teacher is as great as your 
father”. A father provides 
and educates his children 
in every way, and a teacher 
is their spiritual father and 
raises his students to the lev-
el of mature and perfect hu-
man beings who contribute 
to the development of soci-
ety. In fact, a person needs 
a mentor in every � eld. As 
the saying goes, “A disciple 
without a teacher is a fool 
for every status”, a person 
without a teacher is like a 
blind man who has lost his 
cane. 
Teachers guide us like the 
star Sirius, wish us great 
� ights like birds, and invite 
us to conquer the heights of 
knowledge. I still can’t forget 
those days full of wonder-
ful memories. My primary 
school teacher gave me love, 
and when I entered the 5th 

grade, my native language 
teacher Nazira revealed my 
talents. 
I am sitting in the class 
one day. � e teacher and I 
were very close. But I said 
something that hurt me 
too much. At that time, my 
teacher told me to get up, 
leave, and don’t come back. 
� is word, spoken in anger, 
� ashed like lightning and 
made my ears ring. 
I was so scared, my heart 
burned so much that I fell 
into the abyss of despair 
for 3 or 4 seconds. Because 
I knew that people who 
hurt the teacher will not 
achieve anything. And these 
thoughts forced me to throw 
my life under the torture 
of these feelings. I did not 
pay much attention to such 
words of my teachers before. 
But it le�  a big mark on my 
heart. 
And it reminds me every 
time. My teacher forgave me 
for doing this. � ey said that 
we also made such a mistake 
when we were young. I think 
that if we destroy someone’s 
heart, we will face the pun-
ishment of Allah. God bless. 
Let us be those who cause 
hearts to shine like the sun, 
not those who destroy them. 
Diyora was my teacher who 

opened a new page in my 
life. � ey not only taught me 
the secrets of science, but 
also supported me spiritual-
ly and psychologically. 
Despite their young age, 
my teachers have achieved 
a lot. Everyone respects our 
teachers in our institute. I 
will try to be as enthusias-
tic as my teacher and justify 
their trust, I will be a winner 
of the Navoi State Scholar-
ship. 
In short, our teachers teach 
us the secrets of new ways of 
looking at things, thinking 
in a new way, and making 
discoveries and inventions 
in the � eld of science. � eir 
springs of love have no lim-
its.

Rakhimbayeva Madina 
was born on February 4, 
2001 in the village of Bog-
holon, Yangibozor district, 
Khorezm region. Currently, 
she is a 2nd-year student of 
the Pedagogical Department 
of the Urganch State Ped-
agogical Institute. Many of 
her creative works have been 
published in international 
conferences, magazines and 
anthologies. She is diligent 
and inquisitive

Worth
Noting:

• You teach them 
to count, you recognize 
letters, you try to teach 
them to say words togeth-
er and make sentences. 
You bring the owners of 
this little heart to the level 
of a perfect human being. 
You cannot spare time for 
your children while teach-
ing science all day in an 
educational institution. 
Your main family will be 
these 25-30 students, your 
children. 
• If one of your 
students is sick, you run 
around with your � sts, 
looking for ways to im-
prove his condition. At 
this time, you will forget 
yourself. Because your 
students are like children. 
If your child’s soul hurts, 
your thousand souls hurt. 
• When you go to 
a senior class, you forget 
your children, you miss 
them, they even enter 
your dreams. You remem-
ber the sweet memories 
you spent with them. Fi-
nally, when they graduate 
from school, they will see 
you and think

By: Rakhimbayeva Madina 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Uzbekistan Teacher in class
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Kenya  News

Ruto Secures Zimbabwe’s Backing For Kenya’s AUC Bid:
President William Ruto has secured Zimbabwe’s support for Raila 
Odinga’s bid for the African Union Commission chairmanship

countries. 
Meanwhile, Kenya and Zimbabwe 
will leverage on their rich shared 
history, socio-cultural, political and 
economic ties as well as abundant 
natural resources for the mutual 
bene� t of their citizens.
President  Ruto said the two coun-
tries  have a deep understanding 
which underpins our mutual sup-
port over the years in diverse arenas. 
“Based on this, I wish to declare Ken-
ya’s unreserved support for Zimba-
bwe’s readmission to the Common-
wealth,  and for the African Union’s 
call for the immediate li� ing of all il-
legal sanctions against the Republic 
of Zimbabwe,” said President Ruto. 
Kenya’s commitment to the princi-
ple of sovereign equality of nations 
and states, and a rule-based multi-
lateral system makes no room for 
the contemplation or imposition of 
unilateral coercive measures. 
“I stand here to a�  rm Kenya’s com-
mitment to the � ourishing of our bi-
lateral relations, and our shared de-
termination to advance and enhance 
mutual bene� t through partnership  
and consultation,” said President 

Ruto. 
President Ruto made the remarks 
on Friday evening during a banquet 
hosted in his honour at the Bula-
wayo State House in Zimbabwe. 
Dr Ruto said President  Mnagang-
wa’s  emphatic commitment to ac-
celerate the development of ener-
gy, transport and communications 
infrastructure as enablers of trade 
and investment, productivity and 
e�  ciency and, ultimately rapid eco-
nomic growth is a substantial testa-
ment to the boldness and ambition 
of his vision for Zimbabwe’s eco-
nomic turnaround. 
“To underscore this observation, 
I further note your government’s 
decision to break new ground in 
monetary policy and inaugurate a 
new currency backed by gold and 
other asset reserves, as compelling 
proof of Your Excellency’s irrevoca-
ble intent to usher in a new era of 
economic recovery and transforma-
tion,” said President Ruto. 
� e Head of State said he was con-
� dent that the two countries are 
poised to accomplish immense 
growth together, on the basis of  the 
bilateral frameworks of cooperation 
the numerous areas of potential mu-
tual gains. 
President Mnangagwa said Zimba-
bwe will forever be grateful to Ken-
ya for standing resolutely with the 
country, particularly in the clarion 

and unequivocal call for the removal 
of illegal Western-imposed econom-
ic sanctions.
“We have a common and rich libera-
tion war history and a shared vision 
for prosperity, peace and progress. 
As we look into the future, we must 
now leverage on the current social, 
political and economic ties as well as 
natural endowments for the mutu-
al bene� t of our two countries and 

peoples,” said President Mnagang-
wa. 
He said Zimbabwe also took a leaf 
from Kenya, especially in infrastruc-
ture development that is now ubiq-
uitous in the country as roads, that 
were in a state of disrepair, were now 
being resurfaced in every part of the 
country. 
“We are on course to attain our na-
tional Vision 2030 to become an 

empowered upper middle-income 
economy. � e reforms undertaken 
since the inception of the Second 
Republic have seen a conducive 
business environment, which has 
in-turn increased both local and for-
eign investments across all sectors,” 
he said. 

By: Presidential Communication 
Service 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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By: Presidential Communication 
Service 
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Raila Odinga

Ruto Roots For Agricultural Innovation To 
Eradicate Poverty

Agricultural innovation and tech-
nology remain key to poverty re-
duction, President William Ruto has 
said. 
� e President pointed out that in-
novation has the potential to intro-
duce economies to the possibilities 
of the digital economy and increase 
intra-Africa trade, thus accelerating 
regional integration. 
With innovation, he said, barriers 
become bridges, borders transform 
into portals and challenges turn into 
opportunities. 
President Ruto made the remarks 
during the Zimbabwe International 
Trade Fair held in Bulawayo where 
he was the chief guest. 
“� ere is no doubt that the Zimba-
bwe International Trade Fair rep-
resents this country’s preparedness 
to usher in a new era of development 
driven by the country’s human and 
natural resources,” said President 
Ruto. 
Saying he was convinced that Zim-

babwe’s commitment to transform 
its immense potential into sustain-
able abundance is robust, President 
Ruto cited the e� orts, intentions and 
capability of leaders in the Southern 
African country to take its people 
and economy to the next level. 
“I am also convinced that this inten-
tionality is closely connected with 
the vision and theme of the Zim-
babwe International Trade Fair,” he 
said. 
President Ruto, who was accompa-
nied by his Zimbabwe counterpart 
Emmerson Mnangagwa, noted that 
innovation empowers technologies 
to achieve more in volume and va-
riety, making it easier to satisfy de-
mand and o� er choice. 
In this connection, President Ruto 
said innovation reduces waiting 
time and leads to higher levels of 
satisfaction, enabling producers to 
attain and maintain higher stan-
dards.
“It guarantees both consistency and 
security, making both consumers 
and producers surer about their ex-
pectations,” he said. 
He pointed out that an economy 
anchored on innovation-driven e�  -

ciency becomes and stays competi-
tive and guarantees high returns to 
investors. 
“In terms of potential, Zimbabwe 
exempli� es Africa’s best case scenar-
io,” he said. 
With a median age of just under 18, 
President Ruto said Zimbabwe is a 
young nation with one of Africa’s 
best literacy rates at 89.85 percent.  
“� e youthful population is, there-

fore, well-educated and highly 
skilled young powered. � eir drive 
and motivation are thus unmistak-
able and compelling,” said President 
Ruto.  
He asked all participants and visitors 
to take advantage of the trade fair 
and undertake vigorous networking 
to forge partnerships, collaborate 
and exchange ideas about the most 
innovative means of achieving mu-

tual bene� t. 
“Just as innovation has been de� ned 
as the catalyst of industrialisation 
and trade, I encourage you to make 
the Zimbabwe International Trade 
Fair your catalyst of more inspired 
engagements,” said President Ruto. 

Kenya-Zimbabwe

President Ruto made the remarks during the Zimbabwe International Trade Fair held in Bulawayo where he was the chief 
guest/PCS
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‘I can’t breathe’: Black man tells police before he 
died, video shows

Russian missiles pound power plants in central 
and western Ukraine

By Reuters

Ohio police released video of a Black 
man who died at a local hospital af-
ter repeatedly telling o�  cers “I can’t 
breathe” as they pinned him to the 
� oor of a bar and handcu� ed him, 
evoking memories of the killing of 
George Floyd in 2020.
In a body camera video released 
on � ursday by the Canton Police 
Department, o�  cers are seen ap-
prehending the man, identi� ed as 
Frank Tyson, 53, who was suspected 
of leaving the scene of a single-car 
accident on April 18.
� e Canton Police Department 
was not immediately available for 
comment on the video, which was 
posted online by several local media 
outlets, or to con� rm details about 
the incident.
� e 36-minute clip begins with a pa-
trol o�  cer coming upon a car that 
had struck an electrical pole and a 
bystander telling him that the driver 
of the vehicle had � ed into a nearby 
tavern.
O�  cers are then seen entering the 
establishment, where they � nd Ty-
son standing at the bar. An alter-
cation ensued as they attempted to 
grab his arms, and he repeatedly 
shouted “� ey are trying to kill me” 
and “Call the sheri� .”
O�  cers wrestled Tyson to the 

ground and handcu� ed him. One of 
them is seen placing a knee on his 
back near his neck for about 30 sec-
onds.
Tyson can be heard repeatedly say-
ing, “I can’t breathe. I can’t... get o�  
my neck,” as an o�  cer yells “Calm 
down” and “You’re � ne” before 
standing up.

� e video next shows Tyson lying 
motionless, face down on the � oor 
for about six minutes, while o�  cers 
speak with bar patrons.
� e o�  cers then check on Tyson, 
who appears to be unresponsive. 
� ey can be heard saying, “Is he 
breathing?” and “Does he have a 
pulse?”

Eight minutes a� er the o�  cers 
handcu� ed Tyson, they removed 
the cu� s and began CPR. Paramed-
ics then arrive at the scene and take 
Tyson out of the bar on a stretcher 
and into a waiting ambulance, the 
video shows.
Tyson died at a local hospital, ac-
cording to WKYC, an NBC a�  liate 

in Cleveland. Reuters could not im-
mediately con� rm the report. � e 
o�  cial cause of death has not been 
determined.
� e incident is reminiscent of 
Floyd’s deadly encounter with Min-
neapolis police four years ago. A 
cellphone video of Floyd’s killing, 
which went viral, unleashed a wave 
of protests worldwide against police 
brutality and racism.
It shows a white o�  cer, Derek Chau-
vin, kneeling on Floyd’s neck for 
more than nine minutes as Floyd, 
who was Black, begs for his life, re-
peating “I can’t breathe” before fall-
ing silent.
Chauvin and three of his fellow of-
� cers was eventually convicted of 
manslaughter and other crimes.
� e Canton Police Department o�  -
cers involved in the Tyson incident 
were identi� ed as Beau Schoenegge 
and Camden Burch, WKYC report-
ed.
Both were placed on administra-
tive leave and the Ohio Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation (OCI) is in-
vestigating the incident, the station 
reported.
Calls to the OCI were not immedi-
ately returned.

By Reuters 

Russian missiles pounded pow-
er facilities in central and western 
Ukraine on Saturday, increasing 
pressure on the ailing energy system 
as the country faces a shortage of air 
defences despite a breakthrough in 
U.S. military aid.
� e airstrike carried out with ballis-
tic missiles and cruise missiles � red 
by Russian strategic bombers based 
in the Arctic Circle, was the fourth 
large-scale aerial assault targeting 
the power system since March 22.
“� e enemy again massively shelled 
Ukrainian energy facilities,” said 
DTEK, Ukraine’s largest private 
electricity company, adding that 
four of its six thermal power plants 
had su� ered damage overnight.
Rescuers battled to put out � res 
at several energy facilities in the 
western regions of Lviv and Iva-
no-Frankivsk, which border NATO 
members Poland and Romania, of-
� cials said.
A� er strikes on energy facilities in 
the central Dnipropetrovsk region, 
running water supplies were dis-
rupted in President Volodymyr Zel-
enskiy’s hometown of Kryvyi Rih, 
o�  cials said.
Ukrainian air defences brought 
down 21 of the 34 incoming mis-
siles, the commander of the air force 
said in a statement.

None of the facilities hit was iden-
ti� ed by name, a security measure 
intended to prevent Russia quickly 
assessing the impact of its strikes.
Russia, which began its full-scale in-
vasion of Ukraine in February 2022, 
denies targeting civilians but says 
the Ukrainian energy system is a le-
gitimate military target. Ukrainian 
authorities said one energy worker 
was hurt overnight.
In the northeastern city of Kharkiv, 
which has been heavily bombed in 
recent weeks, a missile struck a hos-
pital holding 60 patients overnight, 
injuring a woman and damaging the 
building, nearby water pipes and 
power lines, the regional governor 
said.
Ukraine, which has tried to take 
the � ght back to Russia in recent 
months using long-range drones, 
attacked the Ilsky and Slavyansk oil 
re� neries in Russia’s Krasnodar re-
gion overnight, a Ukrainian intelli-
gence source told Reuters.
� e drone strike conducted by the 
SBU security service caused � res at 
the facilities, the source said. Russia’s 
Kushchevsk military air� eld was 
also attacked in the southern region, 
the source added.
� e Slavyansk oil re� nery was 
forced to suspend some operations 
a� er being damaged in the attack, 
Russian state news agency TASS cit-
ed an executive overseeing the plant 

as saying.

ROLLING BLACKOUTS
Ukraine has lost 80% of its thermal 
power generation and 35% of its hy-
droelectric capacity during Russian 
attacks, o�  cials say.
� ough the core of the energy sys-
tem comes from nuclear power, that 
lost capacity serves a balancing func-
tion in the grid and its loss could be 
a big problem when consumption 
rises later this year, o�  cials say.
Rolling blackouts have been intro-
duced in several regions, but the full 
impact of the attacks has not been 

felt as consumption, which peaks in 
winter and the height of summer, is 
low because of mild weather.
� ere were no planned blackouts for 
now in the Lviv region, but the gov-
ernor urged residents to economise 
on electricity use, especially during 
the evening hours of peak consump-
tion.
Zelenskiy called for more air de-
fence supplies, faster deliveries and 
decisive actions from Kyiv’s allies.
� e United States approved a major 
aid package for Ukraine this week, 
overcoming a congressional dead-
lock that dragged on for six months 

as Kyiv’s weapon stocks became de-
pleted.
� e Pentagon said on Friday it 
would buy $6 billion worth of new 
weapons for Ukraine including in-
terceptors for the Patriot air defence 
system.
Australian Defence Minister Rich-
ard Marles, who visited Lviv on 
Saturday, announced a $100 mil-
lion military aid package including 
short-range air defence and drones 
with air-to-ground precision muni-
tions coming separately.

Russia

A police o�  cer places a knee in the back near the neck of a Black man identi� ed as Frank Tyson, 53, in Canton Township, 
Ohio, U.S., April 18, 2024, as seen in this screen grab taken from a handout Police body camera video. Canton Police De-
partment/Handout via REUTERS



DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL 
SAT-FRI: April 27 - May 3, 2024

DIASPORA NEWS12

King Charles to resume public duties a� er progress 
in cancer treatment

King Charles will resume public engagements this week a� er making encouraging progress in his cancer 
treatment, Buckingham Palace has said.

Buckingham Palace 

King Charles will resume 
public engagements this 
week a� er making encour-
aging progress in his cancer 
treatment, Buckingham Pal-
ace has said.
It won’t yet be a full return to 
o�  cial engagements for the 
King, but the palace is send-
ing positive signals.
� e King will begin on Tues-
day with a symbolic trip to a 
cancer treatment centre.
His summer plans include a 
state visit, where he will host 
the Emperor and Empress of 
Japan.
In the coming weeks, the 
palace said, he would un-
dertake more external en-
gagements.
� e King is said to be “great-
ly encouraged” to be going 
back to more public events.
It’s a message of cautious op-
timism, but the King’s treat-
ment – which began in Feb-
ruary – is still continuing 
and there is no date given 

for its conclusion.
Buckingham Palace gave the 
update on the King’s return 
to public-facing duties and 
his condition in a statement 
released on Friday.
“It is too early to say” for 
how much longer his treat-
ment will continue, the pal-
ace said.
It added that doctors were 
“very encouraged by the 
progress made so far and 
remain positive about the 
King’s continued recovery”.
� e type of cancer has not 
been disclosed, but the 
King’s medical team are 
“su�  ciently pleased with the 
progress made so far that the 
King is now able to resume 
a number of public-facing 
duties”.
A picture of the King and 
Queen Camilla, taken earli-
er this month in the gardens 
of Buckingham Palace, has 
also been released.
It remains uncertain if he 

will be attending some of 
the big events coming up in 
the calendar, such as Troop-
ing the Colour, the D-Day 
commemorations, summer 
garden parties, Royal Ascot, 
and overseas trips in the au-
tumn.
Decisions will be made ac-
cording to medical advice 
nearer the time, says the 
palace.
But it added that it would 
not be a “full summer pro-
gramme”.
� e King has missed cus-
tomary royal public engage-
ments since a procedure for 
an enlarged prostate and his 
subsequent cancer diagnosis 
announced in February,
Next week’s trip to a can-
cer treatment centre will be 
made with Queen Camilla, 
and he will meet patients 
and sta�  and show his sup-
port for cancer research. It 
is not where he is receiving 
treatment.

Although he has been car-
rying out his private work as 
head of state, including the 
regular meetings with the 
prime minister, this visit will 
be his � rst o�  cial public en-
gagement this year.
At an Easter Sunday church 
service in Windsor, he sur-
prised the crowds by greet-
ing well-wishers and shak-
ing people’s hands.
In late June, the King will re-
ceive the Emperor and Em-
press of Japan in his role as 
head of state – the � rst o�  -
cial state visit by Japan since 
1998.
� e highlights of such visits 
usually include a state ban-
quet at Buckingham Palace 
and a carriage parade, but 
there could be adaptations 
for this visit, depending on 
the King’s condition.
� e Royal Family has had 
a di�  cult start to the year, 
with the Princess of Wales 
also undergoing treatment 

for cancer.
� ey have also faced intense 
public scrutiny and social 
media speculation, and the 
palace will hope this more 
positive news draws a line 
under what has been a rocky 
time for the royals.
Since his cancer diagnosis, 
the King has spoken of how 
moved he has been by all the 
messages and cards wishing 
him a good recovery, par-
ticularly seeming to enjoy 
some of the funnier cards.
On Friday, Buckingham Pal-
ace said the King and Queen 
“remain deeply grateful for 
the many kindnesses and 
good wishes they have re-
ceived from around the 
world throughout the joys 
and challenges of the past 
year”.

Worth
Noting:

• A picture of the 
King and Queen Camilla, 
taken earlier this month 
in the gardens of Buck-
ingham Palace, has also 
been released.
• It remains uncer-
tain if he will be attending 
some of the big events 
coming up in the calen-
dar, such as Trooping the 
Colour, the D-Day com-
memorations, summer 
garden parties, Royal 
Ascot, and overseas trips 
in the autumn.
• Decisions will be 
made according to medi-
cal advice nearer the time, 
says the palace.
• But it added that it 
would not be a “full sum-
mer programme”.
• � e King has 
missed customary roy-
al public engagements 
since a procedure for an 
enlarged prostate and 
his subsequent cancer 
diagnosis announced in 
February,
• Next week’s trip 
to a cancer treatment 
centre will be made with 
Queen Camilla, and he 
will meet patients and 
sta�  and show his support 
for cancer research. It is 
not where he is receiving 
treatment.

King Charles 

By: BBC
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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20 Cambodian soldiers killed in ammunition base 
explosion

Commonwealth of Dominica reiterates support for 
Morocco’s territorial integrity

By AFP 

Twenty Cambodian soldiers have 
been killed in an ammunition explo-
sion at an army base, Prime Minister 
Hun Manet said Saturday.
� e blast at around 2.45 pm (0745 
GMT) at the army base in Kampong 
Speu province to the west of the cap-
ital also wounded several soldiers, 
according to the PM, with the army 
saying that an entire truck of muni-
tions had exploded.
“I am deeply shocked to receive the 
news of the ammunition explosion 
incident,” Hun Manet said in a state-
ment on Facebook, expressing his 
“deepest condolences” to the fami-
lies of those killed.
It was not immediately clear what 
had caused the explosion.
Pictures on social media showed 
a destroyed one-storey building 
wreathed in smoke, with residents of 
a nearby village also sharing images 
online of broken windows.
Other images showed what ap-
peared to be civilians with cuts and 
gashes being treated in hospital.
Munitions accidents are not uncom-
mon in Cambodia, which is awash 
with ammunition following decades 
of civil con� ict -- accidents that are 
exacerbated by frequently lax safety 
standards.
Cambodia’s army said the incident 

was a “warehouse ammunition ex-
plosion”, that had destroyed a truck 
fully loaded with weaponry.
An o�  ce building as well as nearby 
barracks were destroyed, with 25 
nearby homes also battered by the 
resulting explosion.

In his statement, Hun Manet said 
he had ordered the defence minister 
and the commander-in-chief of the 
Royal Cambodian Armed Forces 
to urgently arrange funerals for the 
soldiers who died.
He also said that the families of 

those killed would receive roughly 
$20,000 each, while injured soldiers 
would get $5,000.
- Unexploded ammunition -
Cambodia is littered with discarded 
ammunition and arms from decades 
of civil war from the 1960s.

In 2005, � ve Cambodians were 
killed and three injured a� er an ex-
plosion in a major military arms de-
pot some two kilometres outside the 
northwestern town of Battambang. 
It was unclear what had caused the 
explosion and resulting � re.
Deaths from mines and unexplod-
ed ordnance are more frequent, 
with roughly 20,000 people killed 
in Cambodia since 1979 and twice 
as many wounded in landmine and 
unexploded ordnance accidents.
In 2018, an Australian and a Cambo-
dian were killed when war-era ord-
nance exploded during a de-mining 
training exercise in southern Cam-
bodia.
Clearance work continues to this 
day, with the government vowing to 
clear all mines and unexploded ord-
nance by 2025.
Only last week four people were 
also killed by unexploded ordnance 
(UXO), according to the Cambodi-
an Mine Action Centre.
Last year thousands of pieces of 
UXO le�  over from the civil war 
were unearthed inside a northeast-
ern school, including some 2,000 
explosives.

By: KBC Digital News

� e Commonwealth of 
Dominica rea�  rmed, 
on Monday in Rabat, its 
support for the territo-
rial integrity and sover-
eignty of the Kingdom 
of Morocco over all its 
territory, including the 
Moroccan Sahara.
� is position was ex-
pressed in a Joint Com-
muniqué issued fol-
lowing talks between 
the Minister of Foreign 
A� airs, African Coop-
eration and Moroccan 
Expatriates, Nasser Bou-
rita, and the Minister of 
Foreign A� airs, Inter-
national Business, Trade 
and Energy of the Com-
monwealth of Domini-
ca, Vince Henderson.
In this Joint Communi-
qué, Henderson reiterat-
ed his country’s support 
for the Autonomy Plan, 
presented by Morocco in 
2007, as the only credi-

ble, serious, and realistic 
solution for resolving 
the dispute over the Mo-
roccan Sahara.
In this regard, he praised 
the e� orts of the United 
Nations as the exclusive 
framework for achieving 
a realistic, practical, and 
lasting solution to this 
regional dispute.
As a member of the 
Organization of East-
ern Caribbean States 
(OECS), the Common-
wealth of Dominica 
welcomed the opening 
of an OECS Embassy in 
Rabat on October 18, 
2018 and a Consulate 
General in Dakhla on 
March 31, 2022, which 
will certainly represent a 
great opportunity to fur-
ther consolidate bilateral 
exchanges between the 
Kingdom of Morocco 
and the six Eastern Ca-
ribbean States, the Com-
muniqué emphasizes.

Morocco

0 Cambodian soldiers killed in ammunition base explosion. — � le pic



power is enough to energize 
millions of homes. 
In just one year, Adani 
Green Energy Limited 
(AGEL), India’s leading re-
newable energy company, 
completed the massive solar 
power project. � ey built 
a 551 megawatt (MW) so-
lar plant in Khavda, Guja-
rat, which is now supplying 
clean energy to the national 
grid. � is impressive feat 
involved more than just in-
stalling solar panels. AGEL 
had to � rst develop the en-
tire area, including building 
roads and creating a support 
system for the 8,000 workers 
needed for the project. � ey 
even transformed the chal-
lenging desert of the Rann 
of Kutch to create a habit-
able environment for their 
workforce. 
� e project spans a vast 
area, roughly the size of 
Singapore (726 square kilo-
meters or 280 square miles). 
It is expected to generate a 
signi� cant amount of clean 
energy, supplying 30 giga-
watts annually upon com-
pletion. � at’s enough to 
power roughly 18 million 
homes in India. � is aligns 
with India’s ambitious goal 
of reaching 500 gigawatts 
of clean energy capacity by 
2030 and achieving net zero 
emissions by 2070. � e proj-
ect is therefore likely to play 
a major role in India’s tran-
sition to renewable energy 
sources. � e Indian govern-
ment anticipated the project 
to cost at least $2.26 billion. 
� e development came in 
the wake of the critical dis-
cussions on renewable ener-
gy at the recent COP28 cli-
mate summit. World leaders 
are considering setting an 
ambitious goal to triple the 
global reliance on renewable 
energy sources while phas-
ing out the use of coal, oil, 
and natural gas – major con-
tributors to climate change. 
India’s electricity generation 
relies heavily on fossil fuels, 
with coal being the main 
source. Coal � red power 
plants produce over 70% 
of the country’s electricity. 
Renewable energy sources, 
like solar and wind power, 
are still under development 
and contribute only about 
10% to the energy mix. � is 
dependence on fossil fu-
els makes India the world’s 
third-largest emitter of 
greenhouse gases, following 
China and the United States. 
India has ambitious plans 
to become a leader in solar 
energy. In 2014, the cen-
tral government launched a 
scheme to create large solar 
parks across the country. 
� is plan was expanded in 

2017 to reach a target capac-
ity of 40,000 MW. Gujarat 
is a frontrunner in this ini-
tiative. � e Gujarat govern-
ment also li� ed restrictions 
on solar power generation to 
meet its own target of 30,000 
MW by 2022. 
Gujarat has been a leader 
in solar energy since 2009, 
when they put in place a 
speci� c policy to support 
solar power. � is policy was 
driven by a desire to � ght 
climate change and promote 
sustainable development 
through clean energy. � eir 
e� orts contribute to the na-
tional goals set by the Prime 
Minister of India to reach 
175 GW of solar power by 
2022 and 450 GW by 2030. 
One advantage of solar ener-
gy is that it is predictable and 
generates power during the 
day, which is exactly when 
there is a high demand for 
electricity in the agricultural 
sector. A report released in 
March of 2020 showed that 
Gujarat was the Indian state 
that received the most cen-
tral � nancial assistance in 
the year 2019-2020.  In 2021, 
Gujarat led the nation in in-
stalling solar panels, con-
tributing a whopping 68% 
of all the 79,950 installations 
in India. In 2021, Gujarat 
held the � � h position in 
the country’s solar power 
capacity, next to Karnataka, 
Telangana, Rajasthan, and 
Andhra Pradesh. 
� is project is located in the 
harsh Rann of Kutch des-
ert. � e Rann of Kutch is a 
vast salt desert and marsh in 
western India, and it’s isolat-
ed-even the nearest town is 
70 kilometers away. It is far 
from any town and close to 
the border with Pakistan. 
� is remote location, right 
next to a tense internation-
al border, makes the project 

unique. � e area is uninhab-
ited and experiences scorch-
ing temperatures, reaching 
35 degrees Celsius in the 
daytime. With no people 
or obstacles around, relent-
less sun and uninterrupted 
winds blow freely across 
the barren landscape. � ese 
conditions make this desert 
perfectly suited for the gov-
ernment’s purposes. 
� e area has some of the best 
wind and sunshine in India, 
making it perfect for build-
ing a massive renewable 
energy project. � is project 
will also help create a reli-
able and long-lasting supply 
chain based in India. Before 
starting construction, Adani 
Green spent the last � ve 
years doing many studies 
on the land, including soil 
tests, environmental impact 
assessments, and feasibility 
studies. � ey also came up 
with new solutions that can 
be used for other big renew-
able energy projects around 
the world. For instance, they 
used special underground 
structures to strengthen the 
soil. � e project will use the 
biggest onshore wind tur-
bines in India, along with 
high-tech solar panels that 
capture sunlight from both 
sides. To keep everything 
running smoothly, they will 
use an advanced computer 
system with arti� cial in-
telligence to automatically 
monitor the entire project in 
real-time.
Ajay Mathur, head of the In-
ternational Solar Alliance, 
an organization promoting 
solar power globally, ob-
served that India has made 
impressive advances on the 
renewable energy front. 
Two decades ago, India was 
no di� erent from many de-
veloping countries in this 
regard. Mathur believes 

large-scale projects like the 
Khavda solar park will serve 
as an inspiration for other 
developing nations. Mathur 
essentially points to In-
dia’s journey as a blueprint, 
demonstrating that a coun-
try facing similar challenges 
can successfully transition 
towards clean energy. 
Meanwhile, around 200 ki-
lometers away on the Gu-
jarat coast, the industrial 
city of Mundra is witness-
ing a di� erent side of this 
transformation. � e Adani 
Group has set up a facility 
there, one of the few in In-
dia, that manufactures parts 
for solar and wind energy 
projects from scratch. � ese 
factories resemble laborato-
ries due to the strict hygiene 
protocols in place to prevent 
dust particles, which can 
damage solar cells, from af-
fecting production. 
Disha Agrawal, an expert at 
CEEW, a Delhi-based ener-
gy think tank, explains that 
states with vast wastelands 
like Gujarat and Rajasthan 
are ideal locations for large 
solar parks. � ese parks cre-
ate jobs, generate power for 
the state, and even allow ex-
cess electricity to be sold for 
additional revenue. 
Another advantage of so-
lar power is its low genera-
tion cost. At Rs 3 per unit, 
it’s cheaper than coal-� red 
power plants (Rs 3.5-4 per 
unit). While integrating 
solar power with the exist-
ing grid adds some cost, it 
doesn’t outweigh the bene-
� ts. Experts point out that 
this integration cost is the 
responsibility of transmis-
sion companies, and the 
low generation cost of solar 
power makes it a viable op-
tion even with this added 
expense. 
� e construction of the 

world’s largest renewable 
energy park has brought 
signi� cant economic bene-
� ts to the region. � e park 
itself has become a bustling 
hub, now housing around 
8,000 workers. � is in� ux 
of workers has spurred eco-
nomic activity in the area, 
marking a major turning 
point for the region. � e 
promoters are committed to 
aligning with India’s vision 
of self-reliance (Atmanir-
bhar Bharat). � ey’re not 
just focused on clean ener-
gy generation, but also on 
building strong local supply 
chains. � is means they will 
increasingly source materi-
als and equipment, like wind 
turbine generators (WTGs) 
and trackers, from within 
India. � eir commitment 
goes beyond clean energy 
production. � ey’re using 
innovative waterless robotic 
cleaning for solar panels in 
the dry Kutch region. � is 
helps conserve water, con-
tributing to UN Sustainable 
Development Goal 6 for 
clean water and sanitation. 
Additionally, AGEL actively 
supports the communities 
around their projects. � ey 
focus on education, health-
care, empowering women, 
water conservation, and 
improving infrastructure. 
� ese e� orts demonstrate 
a well-rounded approach 
(ESG) to social and envi-
ronmental well-being in the 
region. 
*Dr. Divya Rani is an Assis-
tant Professor in the Depart-
ment of Political Science, 
BHU, Varanasi. She contrib-
utes regular articles on the 
issues of utmost importance 
for humanity. 
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India’s monumental leap in clean energy with the 
Khavda Renewable Energy Park

Worth
Noting:

• � e project spans a 
vast area, roughly the size 
of Singapore (726 square 
kilometers or 280 square 
miles). It is expected to gen-
erate a signi� cant amount 
of clean energy, supplying 
30 gigawatts annually upon 
completion. � at’s enough 
to power roughly 18 million 
homes in India. � is aligns 
with India’s ambitious goal 
of reaching 500 gigawatts 
of clean energy capacity 
by 2030 and achieving net 
zero emissions by 2070. � e 
project is therefore likely to 
play a major role in India’s 
transition to renewable 
energy sources. � e Indian 
government anticipated the 
project to cost at least $2.26 
billion. 
� e development came 
in the wake of the critical 
discussions on renewable 
energy at the recent COP28 
climate summit. World 
leaders are considering 
setting an ambitious goal to 
triple the global reliance on 
renewable energy sources 
while phasing out the use 
of coal, oil, and natural 
gas – major contributors to 
climate change.

By: Dr. Divya Rani.
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How a ragtag army defended Bosnia and 
Herzegovina against two aggressors

Europe

Faruk Sehic’s le�  foot was so heav-
ily injured in March 1994 that he 
couldn’t walk.
He’d just been hit by shrapnel on the 
battle� eld of Hasin Vrh mountain in 
western Bosnia.
Having broken the front lines of the 
Army of the Republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (ARBIH), Serb forces 
(known as VRS, Army of Republika 
Srpska) were near enough that Sehic 
could hear them shouting to each 
other.
As Serb forces � red shells at them 
nearby, his colleague was carrying 
him, but with each detonation, they 
would fall to the ground.
� e outcome did not look good, but 
surrendering was never an option 
for the young commander, 24 years 
old at the time.
“I had some bullets in my automatic 
ri� e, and I was thinking completely 
rationally to kill myself so that I’m 
not captured alive and tortured,” he 
told Al Jazeera from his home in Sa-
rajevo. “It’s better to decide for your-
self.”
Sehic did not know of a single sol-
dier from his brigade who made it 
out alive a� er being captured.
But before he would pull the trigger 
on himself, special units of the AR-
BIH arrived just in time, saving their 
front line and their soldiers.
April marks the 32nd anniversary of 
the start of the war in Bosnia, which 
caught much of its population o�  
guard.
On April 15, 1992, Bosnia’s armed 
groups united and ARBIH was o�  -
cially formed to defend the country’s 
population and sovereignty against 
attacking Serb forces who wanted to 
create a greater Serbia and were sup-
ported by Belgrade.
Later into the war, ARBIH also re-
sisted Croat forces (known as HVO) 
whose goal was creating a Greater 
Croatia, directed by Zagreb.
� e UN Security Council imposed 
an arms embargo in September 1991 
for territories of former Yugoslavia, 
following the war of independence 
in Slovenia and then Croatia. � e 
embargo lasted for the entirety of 
the Bosnian war, with the argument 
that if the embargo was li� ed, it 
would fuel more bloodshed.
But in reality, it disproportionately 
limited ARBIH’s chances of defend-
ing the country and its civilian pop-
ulation as Serb forces, for instance, 
were already heavily armed having 
inherited the stockpile of the JNA 
(Yugoslav People’s Army), at the 
time the fourth strongest military 
force in Europe.
Despite being caught unprepared 
and defenceless, the ARBIH man-
aged against the odds to � ght Serb 

and Croat forces.
In March 1992, 22-year-old Sehic 
was studying veterinary medicine in 
Zagreb, the Croatian capital when 
the Serb Volunteer Guard (also 
known as Arkan’s Tigers), a Serbian 
paramilitary unit headed by the Ser-
bian strongman Zeljko Raznatovic 
(Arkan), began heavily attacking 
Bijeljina, a town in northeastern 
Bosnia by Serbia’s border, at huge 
human cost.
Yugoslav army units and Serb para-
military forces continued their cam-
paign of “ethnic cleansing” as they 
made their way south along eastern 
Bosnia, killing civilians in Zvornik, 
Visegrad and Foca.
Evident that a war was starting, Se-
hic returned to his hometown of 
Bosanska Krupa in western Bosnia 
in April 1992 to defend the country.
“My dad gave me a ri� e he took o�  
a dead Serb soldier, and I joined the 
Territorial Defence (the � rst armed 
forces in Bosnia, that later o�  cially 
became ARBIH).”
On April 21, 1992, gun� re started 
in Bosanska Krupa and Sehic, along 
with all of his friends and local ac-
quaintances joined the defence, 
wearing and owning nothing more 
than their civilian clothes – jeans 
and sneakers.
� ey became refugees overnight, 
Sehic said, as Serb forces had occu-
pied the right side of the bank where 
their homes were.

‘Tremendous disadvantage’
At the start of the war, ragtag 
groups of civilians-turned-defend-
ers formed spontaneously across 
the country with whatever weapons 
they had – mostly hunting ri� es and 
outdated guns.
In May 1992, they managed to de-
fend the capital and the presidency 

from occupation when the JNA and 
Serb � ghters attempted to force the 
legal government to surrender.
By the end of the war, the loosely 
connected groups of defenders had 
evolved into seven corps and were 
quickly reclaiming back territory in 
Bosnia.
Manpower wasn’t a problem as some 
200,000 people had joined to help.
� e morale to defend Bosnia was 
high and the troops were young. 
Many were just 16 or 17. Few were 
older than 25.
“� ere was this big, positive ideal-
ism … people have this biological 
instinct that gives you huge energy,” 
said Sehic.
“My ideal was a Bosnia which was 
multiethnic, multireligious, multi-
cultural, single, whole, undivided, 
independent … these were words 
that we, ordinary people, believed 
in. We fought for this idea, for Bos-
nia.”
According to Marko Attila Hoare, 
historian and associate professor at 
the Sarajevo School of Science and 
Technology, the VRS meanwhile 
had “su� ered from increasingly 
poor morale, resulting from their 
involvement in systematic atrocities 
against civilians and from unclear 
war aims”.
“� e Bosnians began the war in 1992 
at a tremendous disadvantage, given 
their leadership had not expect-
ed war while their � edgling armed 
forces were woefully underarmed in 
comparison to the great Serbian ag-
gressor,” Hoare told Al Jazeera.
“But the pressure of � ghting a war 
for national survival against geno-
cidal destruction steadily distilled 
into the Bosnian defenders the 
morale and discipline needed to re-
sist successfully, while Bosnia and 
Herzegovina’s military leadership 

steadily established an e�  cient mil-
itary organisation and managed to 
capture or import more weapons.
“Even a� er the aggressor occupied 
around 70 percent of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in the � rst year of the 
war, the defenders still occupied the 
heartland around the Sarajevo-Ze-
nica-Tuzla triangle, with greater 
resources of manpower than were 
possessed by the so-called ‘Repub-
lika Srpska’.”

‘Insanely brave’
� e obvious di� erences in the qual-
ity and quantity of weaponry meant 
the odds were stacked against Bos-
nia’s survival.
General Jovan Divjak, deputy com-
mander of ARBIH, said in February 
1995 that from more than 200,000 
Bosnian soldiers, only 50,000 were 
armed.
“Not one of our units is fully armed 
because of the arms embargo,” he 
said.
Sehic said in the beginning, the di-
aspora collected and sent money to 
the brigades, which they used to buy 
ammunition, bullets and guns � own 

into an improvised military airport 
near the town of Cazin by hired 
Ukrainian pilots from Croatia.
But when HVO attacked ARBIH in 
early 1993 and a separate war en-
sued between the two, that route of 
supplies also came to an end.
Sehic recalled they only had light 
weapons and no armoured vehicles, 
while Serb forces had heavy artillery 
and “everything that we didn’t have”. 
� e Fi� h Corps had only two or 
three tanks which they had captured 
from Serb forces. Most of ARBIH’s 
heavy weaponry was obtained by 
capturing it from Serb forces on the 
battle� eld.
“� at was the case in the rest of the 
corps. We made up for the lack of 
weapons with our courage,” Sehic 
said.
� e battle at the mountain of Hasin 
Vrh against Serb forces in the winter 
of 1994 where he was injured, was 
particularly di�  cult, so much so 
that one shi�  lasted for 48 hours, he 
recalled.
It was of paramount importance to 
defend their position at the plateau 
– if Serb forces were to descend, they 
would take control of the hydroelec-
tric power plant a few kilometres 
away that was the only source of 
electricity in the region.
Full of energy and enthusiasm, the 
troops ascended the hill towards the 
front line. A � erce battle with 1,000 
soldiers, including the respected 505 
Buzim Brigade led by the renowned 
commander Izet Nanic, awaited 
them.
Dressed in white to blend in with the 
snow, it was di�  cult, rocky terrain 
and they were � ghting for a small 
space of just 100 metres (328 feet).
“In those positions at the top … 
they were shelling us the whole day 
and then attacking on foot,” Sehic 
said. “Unfortunately, we didn’t have 
enough shells to reciprocate when-
ever they shelled us.”
� ey managed in the end to defend 
their position but due to a lack of 
weaponry, especially shells, the AR-
BIH su� ered signi� cantly during 
the two-month o� ensive. Some 371 
of their soldiers were killed, includ-
ing many from Sehic’s unit.

Faruk Sehic (right, with his fellow ARBIH troops) are photographed in October 1993 in Cazin, western Bosnia, a� er return-
ing from the front line [Courtesy of Faruk Sehic/Al Jazeera]

Arkan (centre) and his ‘Tigers’ were � rst accused of war crimes during � ghting in 
Croatia in 1991 [File: Ron Haviv/Al Jazeera]

By: Mersiha Gadzo
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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ARBIH, formed in April 1992, managed against all odds to successfully defend the country’s 
sovereignty.
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Xi Jinping, general secretary 
of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) Central Com-
mittee, said people’s wellbe-
ing is of utmost importance 
in Chinese modernization 
during an inspection trip to 
southwest China’s Chongq-
ing Municipality.
Xi made the remarks on 
Monday while visiting a 
community in Jiulongpo 
District, which has taken on 
a new look and is in good 
order.
� e CPC aims to ensure that 
the people live a happier life, 
Xi said.
Xi chairs symposium on 
boosting development of 
China’s western region in 
new era
In the meantime, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping on 
Tuesday stressed further ef-
forts to usher in a new stage 
in the development of Chi-
na’s western region featuring 
well-coordinated environ-
mental conservation, great-
er openness and high-qual-
ity development.
Xi, also general secretary 
of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) Central Com-
mittee and chairman of the 
Central Military Commis-
sion, made the remarks 
while chairing a symposium 
on boosting the develop-
ment of China’s western re-
gion in the new era.
At the symposium, he called 
for action to write a new 
chapter in the development 

of the western region.
China’s western region has 
seen signi� cant achieve-
ments on eco-environmen-
tal conservation and res-
toration over the past � ve 
years, but the region’s de-
velopment is still faced with 
di�  culties and challenges, 
Xi pointed out.
Developing industries that 
leverage local strengths 
should be the main focus, 
he said, adding that e� orts 
are needed to adopt a re-
gion-speci� c approach in 
developing emerging indus-
tries and expedite industrial 
transformation and upgrade 
in the western region.
Xi highlighted the imper-
ative to strengthen inte-
gration between sci-tech 
innovation and industrial 
innovation, and strive for 
breakthroughs in a batch 
of core technologies in key 
� elds.
Measures should be taken to 
speed up technological up-
grade of traditional indus-
tries, advance equipment re-
newals in major industries, 
and sharpen the competitive 
edge of traditional indus-
tries, he noted.
Xi stressed fostering new 
quality productive forces 
in accordance with local 
conditions, exploring the 
development of modern 
manufacturing and strate-
gic emerging industries, and 
mapping out plans for devel-
oping industries of the fu-

ture to nurture new growth 
drivers for the region.
He underscored the impor-
tance of high-level ecologi-
cal protection in sustaining 
high-quality development, 
and the signi� cance of safe-
guarding national ecological 
security.
Vigorous e� orts should be 
made to promote energy 
saving and carbon reduction 
in traditional sectors, as well 
as the clean and e�  cient us-
age of coal, he added.
Xi underscored boosting the 
development of the western 
region with greater open-
ness and expanding opening 
up both within the country 
and to the outside world.
He considered it imperative 
to promote the construction 
of the new western land-sea 
corridor, and advance the 
development and openness 
of regions along the corridor 
to help them deeply inte-
grate into the Belt and Road 
Initiative.
More should be done to op-
timize the layout of industri-
al parks, economic coopera-
tion zones in border areas, 
and cross-border economic 
cooperation zones, and pro-
mote the high-quality devel-
opment of pilot free trade 
zones, Xi said.
He said it is essential to 
steadily expand institution-
al opening up and foster a 
market-oriented, law-based 
and internationalized busi-
ness environment.

Xi emphasized the necessi-
ty of coordinating develop-
ment and security, and of 
enhancing China’s ability to 
ensure the security of energy 
and other resources.
He urged e� orts to boost the 
capacity of the west-to-east 
power transmission pro-
gram and accelerate the for-
mation of national exploita-
tion and processing bases of 
mineral resources.
He also urged vigorously 
promoting the construction 
of the Chengdu-Chongqing 
economic circle.
It is necessary to promote 
new urbanization and com-
prehensive rural revitaliza-
tion in a coordinated way, 
and to safeguard and im-
prove people’s well-being in 
the course of development, 
Xi stressed.
Xi pointed out that it is 
necessary to forge a strong 
sense of community for the 
Chinese nation and to e� ec-
tively safeguard ethnic unity 
and border stability.
He called for action to help 
the border areas prosper and 
enrich local residents in the 
new era, strengthen the con-
struction of infrastructure 
and public service facilities 
in border areas, and boost 
border tourism and other 
industries.
Li Qiang, premier, Cai Qi, 
director of the General Of-
� ce of the CPC Central 
Committee, and Ding Xuex-
iang, vice premier, attended 

the symposium. � ey are all 
members of the Standing 
Committee of the Political 
Bureau of the CPC Central 
Committee.
Li said that the development 
of the western region should 
be planned and promoted 
during the process of Chi-
nese modernization, and 
targeted measures should 
be taken in a region-speci� c 
and category-based manner.
He urged coordinated ef-
forts to both defuse local 
government debt risks and 
ensure stable development, 
expand opening up both 
within the country and to 
the outside world, align the 
development of the western 
region to other regional de-
velopment strategies, and 
engage the western region 
in the international circula-
tion.
Ding demanded continued 
steps to prevent and control 
pollution in an accurate, 
scienti� c and law-based ap-
proach to further improve 
the ecology and the envi-
ronment.
He also called for action to 
accelerate the green and 
low-carbon transformation 
of economic growth, devel-
op new quality productive 
forces in a region-speci� c 
manner, and actively yet 
prudently work toward 
peaking carbon dioxide 
emissions and achieving 
carbon neutrality.

Worth
Noting:

• China’s western re-
gion has seen signi� cant 
achievements on eco-en-
vironmental conservation 
and restoration over the 
past � ve years, but the 
region’s development is 
still faced with di�  culties 
and challenges, Xi point-
ed out.
• Developing indus-
tries that leverage local 
strengths should be the 
main focus, he said, add-
ing that e� orts are needed 
to adopt a region-speci� c 
approach in developing 
emerging industries and 
expedite industrial trans-
formation and upgrade in 
the western region.
• Xi highlighted the 
imperative to strength-
en integration between 
sci-tech innovation and 
industrial innovation, and 
strive for breakthroughs 
in a batch of core technol-
ogies in key � elds.
• Measures should 
be taken to speed up 
technological upgrade of 
traditional industries, ad-
vance equipment renewals 
in major industries, and 
sharpen the competitive 
edge of traditional indus-
tries, he noted.

Chinese President Xi Jinping, also general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commission, 
communicates with residents while visiting a community in Jiulongpo District in southwest China’s Chongqing Municipality, April 22, 2024. Xi inspected southwest 
China’s Chongqing Municipality from Monday to Tuesday.
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People’s wellbeing is of utmost importance in 
Chinese modernization – Xi
Xi chairs symposium on boosting development of China’s western region in new era
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On April 9, the night before 
Eid al-Fitr celebrations got 
under way in Lebanon, Syr-
ian refugee Hussein came 
home to � nd his front door 
smashed in.
A day earlier, the Lebanese 
army had announced the ab-
duction and murder of Pas-
cal Sleiman, a local o�  cial 
for the in� uential Christian 
political party, the Lebanese 
Forces. Authorities pointed-
ly identi� ed the suspects as 
Syrian.
While Lebanese Forces lead-
ership � oated the possibility 
of a political assassination, 
vigilantes turned their ire on 
Syrian refugees. � e ensuing 
mob violence swi� ly found 
its way to Hussein’s doorstep 
in the Christian-dominated 
East Beirut neighbourhood 
of Geitawi.
“Some guys had broken 
open the door and messed 
up my stu� ,” Hussein re-
called. “I interpreted it as 
them saying: ‘We are here.’”
Hussein’s neighbour came to 
his defence when his home 
was attacked, telling him 
that he had confronted four 
young men and sent them 
away before they wreaked 
more havoc. While thankful 
for his neighbour’s loyalty, 
Hussein - a resident of Geit-
awi for 10 years - no longer 
sees the area the same way.
“It’s hard for me to accept 
that everyone around me is 
potentially an enemy.”
Tensions had already been 
mounting against Syrians 
for weeks before Sleiman’s 
killing.
Since March, a national 
advertising campaign has 
called on the internation-
al community to “undo the 
damage” caused by the con-
tinued presence of displaced 
Syrians in Lebanon. Widely 
reported crimes like the re-
cent murder of an elderly 
East Beirut resident - com-

mitted, local media outlets 
reported, by Syrian burglars 
- stoked more public anger 
against Syrian refugees. And 
there had been many reports 
of mob violence against Syr-
ians, particularly in pre-
dominantly Christian areas.
Anti-Syrian sentiments in 
Lebanon go far back.
Some still revile Damascus’s 
military intervention in the 
Lebanese civil war (1975-
1990) and subsequent oc-
cupation of Lebanon until 
2005 - at times unable, or 
unwilling, to distinguish be-
tween the past regime and 
present refugees.
In October 2019, with the 
onset of Lebanon’s unprec-
edented economic crisis, 
more Lebanese - o� en fol-
lowing their political lead-
ers’ example - started blam-
ing the country’s � nancial 
collapse on the burden of 
hosting more than 1.5 mil-
lion Syrian refugees.
In the a� ermath of Sleiman’s 
murder, prominent Leba-
nese from across sectari-
an lines swi� ly decried the 
presence of Syrian refugees 
in Lebanon.
Bassam Mawlawi, the care-
taker interior minister, 
called for fewer Syrians in 
Lebanon, while Minister of 
Social A� airs Hector Hajjar 
said any Lebanese person 
describing all Syrians as ref-
ugees was a “criminal con-
spirator” against the state.
Earlier in April, caretaker 
Prime Minister Najib Mi-
kati said nothing united 
the Lebanese more than the 
“issue of displaced Syrians”. 
He also said most of the ref-
ugees would be repatriated 
once the international com-
munity recognises “secure 
zones” in Syria for them, 
despite the ongoing war in 
Syria and the persistence of 
a regime millions of Syrians 
have � ed.

Political incitement, once 
unleashed, can prove hard 
to rein in. “When [polit-
ical parties] use political 
violence, their supporters 
translate that into physical 
violence,” observed Hussein.
For now, this latest bout 
of anti-Syrian violence has 
seemingly eased, as it did af-
ter similar waves in the past. 
But the threat of even more 
widespread clashes remains.
“Violence and deporta-
tions have largely a� ected 
the working class, but more 
middle-class youth have also 
been targeted. � at’s precise-
ly what makes this moment 
so dangerous: � e spread of 
lawless violence will a� ect 
everyone,” said Alex Simon, 
research director of Synaps, 
a Beirut-based research or-
ganisation.
It does not help matters that 
Lebanon’s security forces, 
which would need to quell 
such a violent con� ict, � nd 
themselves under-resourced 
and overstretched during 
the economic crisis.
Hussein had joked about the 
possibility of far-right Chris-
tian vigilantes breaking into 
his apartment while speak-
ing to Al Jazeera a month 
before Sleiman’s murder.
In May 2023, someone had 
forced entry to his home, 
without causing serious 
damage. Hussein added 
that, if Christian vigilantes 
had in fact been the culprits, 
they might have been sur-
prised by what they found in 
his living room.
“A while ago, a Bible ended 
up in my house by chance, 
and it’s still there,” Hussein, 
an atheist, laughed. “� ey 
would also be impressed by 
my collection of empty arak 
bottles.”
Hussein lives in Geitawi be-
cause he � nds it to be more 
tolerant.
A few years ago, he rented a 

cheaper apartment in Furn 
el-Chebbak, a more work-
ing-class suburb of Beirut, 
but returned to Geitawi af-
ter � ve months. � e “za’ran” 
(thugs)  menacing Syrian 
refugees in Furn el-Cheb-
bak were just less present in 
Geitawi.
“Here, you have what I call 
‘friendly racism’,” he ex-
plained. “People will say 
things to me like: ‘But you 
don’t look Syrian.’”
Hussein, who comes from 
near Homs and spent years 
in Damascus as an activist,  
does not � t the stereotypical 
image many Lebanese have 
of Syrians.
With his pale skin, he lacks  
the golden tan of the many 
Syrian agricultural and con-
struction workers who have 
worked in Lebanon long be-
fore the Syrian refugee crisis 
began.
O� en, these labourers hail 
from rural, socially conser-
vative regions of Syria – and 
seldom project Hussein’s 
aesthetic, with his long hair 
and fondness for heavy met-
al band t-shirts.
Yet, Geitawi had felt un-
safe at times. Aside from 
the two break-ins, Hussein 
says, Lebanese vigilantes 
sometimes set up informal 
checkpoints in the neigh-
bourhood when anti-Syr-
ian rhetoric rose around 
the country. At these illegal 
stops, they would allegedly 
halt passing tra�  c to identi-
fy Syrians and, in some cas-
es, beat them.
“As Syrians, we have bad 
memories of such things,” 
Hussein said. “When the 
[Syrian civil] war started, 
there were armed, informal 
‘shabiha’ [pro-government 
groups of men] who used 
force.”
� at is why Hussein opposes 
community security initia-
tives like a short-lived proj-
ect backed by local Chris-
tian MP Nadim Gemayel.
Running from Novem-
ber 2022 for about seven 
months, it employed young 
Lebanese men to patrol East 
Beirut’s streets overnight to 
prevent crimes - a� er only 
a one-day “guidance ses-
sion”. Gemayel claims the 
initiative had the blessing of 
Lebanon’s embattled securi-
ty forces, but residents were 
not willing to fund the proj-
ect, so it was suspended.
A� er the latest break-in, 
Hussein sought refuge in 
a nearby language school 
for a few days but has since 
returned to his home. Nev-
ertheless, for now, he plans 
to avoid walking down Geit-
awi’s main thoroughfare, 
which contains local branch 
o�  ces of the Christian par-

ties Lebanese Forces and 
Kataeb – places where an-
gry locals sometimes gather 
outside if social tensions are 
running high.
“I have lived with this psy-
chological violence before, 
when I was in Syria,” he re-
called. “As an activist, I used 
to take complicated routes 
to avoid all the checkpoints.”
“Now the same s*** is hap-
pening here in Lebanon.”
Many trace Lebanese Chris-
tian antipathy towards Syri-
an refugees to the commu-
nity’s historical struggles 
against the Syrian regime. 
During the Lebanese Civ-
il War, Christian militias 
fought bloody battles with 
Syria’s military. A� er the 
con� ict, many Christians 
felt especially persecuted 
under Damascus’s subse-
quent occupation of Leb-
anon. � e period’s bitter 
memories still linger.
Ramy, who wishes to avoid 
using his real name for safety 
reasons, is a Syrian refugee 
who has lived in the Beirut 
suburb of Dekwaneh since 
2016. He says his Christian 
faith o� ers scant protection 
from Lebanese Christian 
vigilantes.
“Growing up in Hassakeh 
[in northeastern Syria], I 
believed Lebanon was a pro-
tector of Christians in the 
region,” he said. “But the 
moment that you say that 
you are Syrian, it’s over – 
that’s the trigger.”
Synaps director Simon 
stressed that these danger-
ous sentiments are not lim-
ited to Lebanese Christians.
“It would be a mistake [...] 
to overstate the sectarian 
dimension: non-Christian 
politicians have played a 
leading role in whipping 
up anti-Syrian sentiment, 
and diverse state institu-
tions have been involved in 
cracking down on Syrians,” 
he said.
In the summer of 2023, a 
particularly virulent strain 
of anti-Syrian rhetoric swept 
across Lebanon, culminat-
ing in a night of brutal mob 
attacks on Syrian refugees in 
the Beirut suburb of Doura. 
Soon a� er, Ramy reports 
he encountered an infor-
mal vigilante checkpoint on 
the lookout for any Syrians. 
His friend, a Lebanese citi-
zen, implored the man who 
stopped the pair not to harm 
Ramy.
� e vigilante allowed them 
to proceed but warned that 
Ramy should avoid the place 
from then on. His logic was 
simple: He could not guar-
antee that another vigilante 
would be so lenient.
Both Ramy and Hussein 
monitor Lebanese media for 
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• Since March, a 
national advertising cam-
paign has called on the 
international community to 
“undo the damage” caused 
by the continued presence of 
displaced Syrians in Leba-
non. Widely reported crimes 
like the recent murder of an 
elderly East Beirut resident 
- committed, local media 
outlets reported, by Syri-
an burglars - stoked more 
public anger against Syrian 
refugees. And there had 
been many reports of mob 
violence against Syrians, 
particularly in predomi-
nantly Christian areas.
• Anti-Syrian senti-
ments in Lebanon go far 
back.
• Some still revile 
Damascus’s military inter-
vention in the Lebanese civil 
war (1975-1990) and subse-
quent occupation of Leb-
anon until 2005 - at times 
unable, or unwilling, to 
distinguish between the past 
regime and present refugees.
• In October 2019, 
with the onset of Lebanon’s 
unprecedented economic 
crisis, more Lebanese - o� en 
following their political 
leaders’ example - started 
blaming the country’s � nan-
cial collapse on the burden 
of hosting more than 1.5 
million Syrian refugees.

Syrian refugees walk as they carry containers at an informal tented settlement in the Bekaa valley, 
Lebanon March 12, 2021 [Mohamed Azakir/Reuters]
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spikes in anti-Syrian rhetoric, which 
occurred both last summer and af-
ter Sleiman’s murder. Ramy o� en 
watches Sar al-Waqt (It’s Time) – a 
popular primetime political talk 
show – precisely because, he says, 
controversial host Marcel Ghanem 
“pumps hatred”.
“My brother asks me why I force 
myself to watch the show,” Ramy ex-
plained. “I tell him that I want to be 
updated, to know if trouble is com-
ing.”
Alain Aoun, a parliamentarian with 
the Christian Free Patriotic Move-
ment (FPM) draws the same link 
between media rhetoric and street 
violence, despite his own party’s 
vocal support for deporting Syrians 
from Lebanon.
“� e media created the climate for 
the clash in Doura because everyone 
was getting angry about the Syrian 
presence here.”
Ramy stayed indoors in his apart-
ment for several days following 
Sleiman’s murder,  just in case, even 
though Dekwaneh remained rela-
tively calm in his estimation.
Yet, that small mercy does not as-
suage Ramy’s fears for the future. 
“Syrian refugees are a card that Leb-
anese politicians will always use,” 
predicted Ramy. “[Rounds of vio-
lence] will be on and o�  all the time.”
An hour’s drive from Beirut lies the 
verdant Bekaa region, with sprawl-
ing farms that stretch from Leb-
anon’s central mountain range to 
the Syrian border. For many years, 
agricultural workers have come 
from Syria to tend the region’s � elds. 
� ese days, the Bekaa Valley hosts 
39 percent of Lebanon’s registered 
Syrian refugees - by far the highest 
regional proportion in the country.
� e immense presence of Syrian 
refugees has strained Bekaa’s pub-
lic infrastructure, which the cash-
strapped Lebanese state already 
struggles to maintain.
At times, sewage and rubbish fa-
cilities have approached a breaking 

point. Local Lebanese highlight in-
creased competition for jobs - a phe-
nomenon that has grown more con-
cerning with the onset of Lebanon’s 
crippling economic crisis - as anoth-
er source of simmering tension.
� e public � nances crisis has also 
compromised the capacity of Leb-
anon’s security forces. � e devalua-
tion of o�  cers’ salaries has led many 
either to resign or moonlight in 
second and third jobs. Meanwhile, 
budgets to maintain equipment - or 
even to � ll vehicles with gasoline - 
fall far short of actual needs.
Across the country, the security 
forces increasingly rely on local ac-
tors, who are not employed by the 
state, to plug these widening gaps 
and help to maintain the peace. In 
the central Bekaa’s many informal 
tent settlements for Syrian refugees, 
the main such � gure is the shawish, 
the designated leader for each camp.
Since 2013, Abu Fares, a Syrian refu-
gee, has been the shawish for a large 
informal settlement of 140 tents, in 
a � eld just outside the town of Bar 
Elias, in central Bekaa, a roughly 
30-minute drive away from the Syr-
ian border. Like other shuwashaa 
(the plural of shawish), Abu Fares 
intervenes to resolve disputes in-
volving camp residents.
“If anyone doesn’t like living here, 
we tell them to leave immediate-
ly,” he explained. � e shawish also 
informs Lebanese security forces 
about comings and goings in the 
camps and helps handle any con� ict 
that might � are up with host com-
munities.
As soon as anger started to spread 
over Sleiman’s death, Abu Fares and 
other shuwashaa reported receiving 
calls from the security forces re-
questing that, as a precaution, each 
shawish ensure that Syrian refugees 
remained safely inside their camps 
until the tide of public fury had 
ebbed.
According to Abu Fares, his long-
standing coordination with Leba-

nese security forces bears certain 
social privileges. In one incident, he 
says, local authorities had wanted to 
impound a car he was travelling in 
with a Lebanese friend. Apparently, 
one o�  cer - who knew Abu Fares 
from their frequent collaboration on 
security matters - persuaded his col-
leagues to let the matter slide.
“My friend wondered how Abu 
Fares - a displaced Syrian - could use 
his connections to keep a Lebanese 
car out of custody,” he recounted 
with a smile.
� e camp’s residents generally enjoy 
harmonious relations with Bar Elias, 
even without Abu Fares’s personal 
authority. When interviewed, many 
local Lebanese ascribed the relative-
ly welcoming environment in Bar 
Elias to cultural and economic ties 
that stretch back over time imme-
morial.
“We have relied since ancient times 
on trade with the Syrians,” said Hus-
sein Beiruti, a Lebanese business-
man. Beiruti adds that the inhabi-
tants of Bar Elias, a Sunni-majority 
town, share many religious customs 
with the predominantly Sunni camp 
residents.
Abu Fares decided to establish his 
camp near Bar Elias based on fond 
memories from before the Syrian 
civil war, when he would come each 
year to Terbol - around 15 minutes 
by car from Bar Elias - as a seasonal 
agricultural worker. Relations re-
main “very good”, he says, between 
camp residents and their host com-
munity, despite the massive in� ux 
of refugees and Lebanon’s � nancial 
meltdown.
Bar Elias residents typically agreed. 
While noting that Syrian refugees 
had driven up local competition 
by opening their own shops and 
workshops, Beiruti and others ac-
knowledged that those same Syri-
an businesses pay lucrative rents to 
Lebanese landlords, while also at-
tracting foreign donors to invest in 
their community.

But not all communities in the area 
extend the same welcome. “� e Bar 
Elias municipality does not bother 
Syrians,” remarked Abu Fares. “But 
the municipality of Zahle does.”
� e capital of the Bekaa governorate, 
Zahle’s urban sprawl climbs up into 
the foothills of the Lebanon moun-
tains, o� ering sweeping views across 
central Bekaa’s agricultural plains, 
towns like Bar Elias and - more re-
cently - a patchwork of informal tent 
settlements for Syrian refugees, scat-
tered around the � elds.
Zahle, a Christian-majority town, 
has a checkered history with Syria. 
Residents still recall the Syrian army 
laying siege to Zahle during the 
Lebanese civil war, battling against 
Lebanese Christian militiamen in 
an unsuccessful attempt to capture 
the town.
“Syria tried to enter our city by 
force,” said Maroun Ramia, a Chris-
tian Lebanese businessman in Zah-
le. “� e Syrians have their ambitions 
in Lebanon, and this will never 
change.”
Some Syrian refugees report dis-
comfort at times in Zahle. One fe-
male refugee claimed she and her 
friends have faced harassment for 
wearing the hijab in town; another 
Syrian woman alleged to have been 
told that she would never � nd a 
house to rent in Zahle, even though 
she has valid Lebanese residency pa-
pers.
While registered refugees are for-
mally entitled to receive a residency 
permit in Lebanon, an abundance 
of red tape places these papers be-
yond the reach of most. According 
to UNHCR, the UN refugee agency, 
just 16 percent of Syrian households 
report that all members above 15 
years of age are legal residents. For 
the rest, the resulting legal uncer-
tainty makes many fearful of passing 
through military checkpoints, losing 
their homes or livelihoods, and be-
ing deported - grave risks that be-
come built into their everyday lives.
Hind, a shawish of three camps near 
Saadnayel, o� en travels to neigh-
bouring Zahle to shop.
“Why wouldn’t I?” she asked � atly. 
“I know my rights.”
Hind is o�  cially registered with 
the UNHCR as a Syrian refugee but 
does not possess a Lebanese resi-
dency card.
According to her, she has never 
faced discrimination in Zahle, and 
she knows several refugees who en-
joy friendships with Zahle residents. 
“But yes, these relationships are 
individual,” she said. “� ere aren’t 
strong ties at the community level.”
Since Lebanon’s economic crisis be-
gan, Zahle’s authorities have applied 
residency and labour laws more 
stringently against Syrian refugees 
than Bar Elias has. For example, 
they have forced Syrians to close 
unlicensed stores, evicted Syrians 
from homes rented informally, and 
rounded up unregistered refugees 
for deportation.
� ese crackdowns re� ect the wider 
political narrative recently evoked 
by Hajjar, the minister of social af-
fairs - which claims that many Syri-

ans do not have legitimate claims to 
refugee status but stay there for eco-
nomic incentives like accessing for-
eign aid and undercutting Lebanese 
people by working illegally. Instead, 
this narrative alleges
“All these accusations are directed 
against us,” said Hind. “But we feed 
the economy […] whether in terms 
of [foreign] aid or spending our 
money here.”
Hind’s economic argument seem-
ingly resonates with at least some 
of Zahle’s residents. At times, the 
authorities have reportedly evict-
ed Syrian tenants from houses and 
shops in the Zahle municipality, 
only to rescind the decision short-
ly a� er. In these cases, the property 
owners had asked the authorities to 
reconsider, so that they could con-
tinue receiving rent from the Syrian 
tenants.
Ramia, the businessman, disputes 
how much Syrian refugees contrib-
ute to the region’s economy, claim-
ing: “[� eir] money goes to Syria 
[…] they do not invest or spend it in 
Lebanon.” Nevertheless, he admits 
that his construction company relies 
heavily on Syrian labourers, who re-
quest lower wages and - in Ramia’s 
view - work harder than the typical 
Lebanese worker.
Abu Fares, who receives a tidy cut for 
dispatching his camp residents each 
day to work as farmhands, sees the 
same dependence in the agriculture 
sector. He claims that, as Syrian ref-
ugees grew worried a� er Sleiman’s 
murder, several Lebanese farmers 
contacted him to dismiss fears about 
his community’s safety - so that they 
would continue working.
Abu Fares mused: “Who will work 
and sow [the � elds] for the farmer if 
the Syrians leave?”
Even as the Lebanese news cycle 
moves on from Sleiman’s unsolved 
murder, the underlying sources of 
tension concerning Syrian refugees 
remain unaddressed.
Politicians have done little more 
than scapegoat refugees instead of 
seriously trying to identify genuine 
claims to asylum or better regulate 
refugees’ legal status in Lebanon.
On April 20, Lebanese Forces leader 
Samir Geagea called the presence of 
Syrian refugees in Lebanon an “exis-
tential threat” to the country.
Geagea added that his party stands 
ready to provide “volunteers” to help 
local authorities carry out deporta-
tions if they lack the resources to do 
so alone.
And so it appears inevitable that the 
violent scenes will return whenever 
foul political winds blow in the di-
rection of heaping blame on Syrians.
What is less certain is that Leba-
non’s Syrian refugees will continue 
to avoid confrontation when faced 
with new rounds of persecution.
“Syrians are not going to take this 
forever,” said Ramy, the Dekwaneh 
resident. “It’s almost as though they 
want a Syrian to kill or stab someone 
[…] to justify an escalation.”

Source: Al Jazeera
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Syrian refugee children in a car with their family as they wait to cross the border back home to Syria, in the eastern Leba-
nese border town of Arsal, Lebanon, on October 26, 2022 [Hussein Malla/AP Photo]
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Inogomov worked as the 
Head of the Press Depart-
ment of the Central Com-
mittee of the OzKP(b) and 
the People’s Commissar of 
Education of the OzSSR. 
When it comes to the “In-
ogomovchilik” group, it is 
clear that all the accusations 
against it have been thor-
oughly investigated. It is 
known that Rahim Inogo-
mov worked as the Head of 
the Press Department of the 
Central Committee of the 
OzKP(b) and the People’s 
Commissar of Education of 
the OzSSR.
� e “Kasimovchilik” group 
was another fabrication 
deliberately organized by 
the Soviet ruling regime in 
1929-1930 for the purpose 
of repressing and punishing 
national cadres and intel-
lectuals. S., who served as 
chairman of the Supreme 
Court of the SSRKasimov 
and his close associates: 
N.Aimov, Musaboyev, Shar-
ipov, Sirojiddinov and a total 
of 7 others were imprisoned 
in the second half of 1929 
on charges of complicity in 
the “printing” movement. 
� ey were accused of com-
municating with nationalist 
organizations in the repub-
lic. 4 members of this group 
were shot on such baseless 

charges. � e rest were sen-
tenced to many years in 
prison.
 For the rulers of the au-
tocratic system, the only 
condition for keeping the 
leaders and employees of 
the National Soviet Repub-
lic, like Uzbekistan, in full 
obedience is not to allow 
their independent activities, 
to shake them from time to 
time, to punish them cruelly 
if they � nd any mistakes or 
shortcomingswas the way.
As a result of such an inhu-
mane and illegal approach 
to the activities of national 
personnel, in the republic, 
he dedicated his conscious 
life and active work to the 
false and false ideas of the 
Soviet
Union and the victory of 
socialism. how many ma-
ture party and state leaders 
fought fo� ey drowned in 
the oppression.� e fate of 
Akmal Ikramov, Fayzulla 
Khojayev, Abdulla Rahim-
boyev, Isroil Artikov, Ab-
dulla Karimov and dozens 
of other local leaders, who 
showed sel� essness for the 
development of Uzbekistan, 
the happiness of the people, 
ended with such a tragedy.
Soon a� er, the next job was 
found. On May 5, 1932, on 
June 15, the mobile session 

of the military collegium of 
the Supreme Court of the 
USSR held a trial against 
Shamsutdin Badriddinov, 
the former prosecutor of the 
Supreme Court of the Uzbek 
SSR, and his 5 colleagues. 
this time, the prosecutor 
was Armenian R. Katanyan, 
who was known for his ha-
tred towards the Turkic 
peoples. Sh. Badriddinov 
was accused of being a close 
friend and associate of Mu-
navvarqori and Sadulla Ka-
simov, having contacts with 
members of the Milli Ittihad 
organization and publish-
ers. Sh. Badriddinov was 
� rst sentenced to be shot, 
and then the verdict was re-
placed by a 10-year prison 
sentence. Five of his com-
rades were also sentenced to 
long prison terms.
� e Soviet regime, along 
with repression of national 
leaders in the judiciary, also 
raised the sword of punish-
ment to intellectuals in the 
� eld of education. In August 
1930, a group of leaders of 
the People’s Commissariat 
of Education of the Uzbeki-
stan SSR was arrested in the 
city of Samarkand. 
People’s Commissar of Ed-
ucation Mannon Ramziy 
Mannon Abdullayev of the 
OzSSR was involved in the 

narco-compross case. they 
were accused of poisoning 
the educational system with 
nationalism, and this situ-
ation was condemned as a 
manifestation of chauvinism 
on the educational front. 
Botu and his supporters 
were sentenced to 10 years 
in prison. However, they 
were later shot in prison.
� e destruction of Munav-
varqori and his comrades. 
On November 5, 1929, in 
Tashkent, 38 people led by 
marifatparvar Munavvar-
gari Abdurashidkhanov 
were imprisoned. Soon a� er 
that, the number of those ar-
rested reached 87 people. 
� ey were accused of being 
members of the National 
Union and National Inde-
pendence Organizations. 
� e investigation process 
was later transferred to Mos-
cow. this situation shows 
that the soviet regime is ea-
ger to expose the national-
ism of the Jadids. On April 
25, 1931, during the court 
session held in Moscow, 15 
members of the national 
independence movement 
led by Munavvarqori were 
shot, and the remaining 72 
peopleand he was sentenced 
to a long prison term.15 
children of the Uzbek peo-
ple were shot near Moscow. 

Almost no one returned to 
Tashkent from prison.[4]
To summarize, the repres-
sion of the “Group of 18”, 
“Inoghamov”, “Kasimov”, 
“Narkompros”, “National 
Union” and “National In-
dependence” groups in the 
late 20s and early 30s of the 
XX century by the Soviet 
state  � e basic essence of 
the Uzbek politics was to 
destroy the dream of the 
Uzbek people to achieve 
independence, to make the 
people easily dependent on 
the nation and to control the 
nation by using their own 
management method by 
losing the national state and 
national values.  
� e policy of repression is 
mainly the declaration of 
traitors to the state by de-
faming the names of persons 
working in high govern-
ment positions, i.e. Supreme 
Court, prosecutors, public 
education and other per-
sons, and removing them 
from their positions.  
Done � us, Stalin’s repres-
sion was a period � lled with 
bloody tragedies and shame-
less losses for all spheres of 
our republic’s life.  It has le�  
a complicated mark on the 
fate of millions of people 
and created unprecedented 
ugly consequences.  
Despite this, our people 
showed their indomita-
ble will and perseverance, 
strived for brighter days to 
come, and lived in struggle.  
He withstood all the vio-
lence of the sta� nish people, 
kept his age-old values, tra-
ditions, paintings and cus-
toms, remained loyal to his 
faith and always continued 
to move boldly towards na-
tional independence.  
We, the people of the era 
of national independence, 
should always keep the 
memory of dear people 
who fought for the freedom 
and independence of our 
country and were victims 
of Stalinist repressions in 
our hearts.  � e actions and 
courage of such persons are 
commendable.

Orzikulov Komiljon was 
born on January 21, 2002 
in Narpay district of Samar-
kand region, currently he is 
a student of the 4th stage of 
the Faculty of History of the 
Navoi State Pedagogical In-
stitute.

Worth
Noting:

• � e Soviet regime, 
along with repression of 
national leaders in the 
judiciary, also raised the 
sword of punishment to 
intellectuals in the � eld 
of education. In August 
1930, a group of leaders of 
the People’s Commissariat 
of Education of the Uz-
bekistan SSR was arrested 
in the city of Samarkand. 
• People’s Commis-
sar of Education Man-
non Ramziy Mannon 
Abdullayev of the OzSSR 
was involved in the nar-
co-compross case. they 
were accused of poisoning 
the educational system 
with nationalism, and 
this situation was con-
demned as a manifesta-
tion of chauvinism on the 
educational front. Botu 
and his supporters were 
sentenced to 10 years in 
prison. However, they 
were later shot in prison.
• � e destruction 
of Munavvarqori and his 
comrades. On November 
5, 1929, in Tashkent, 38 
people led by marifat-
parvar Munavvargari 
Abdurashidkhanov were 
imprisoned. Soon a� er 
that, the number of those 
arrested reached 87 peo-
ple. 
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Uzbekistan In � e Second Half Of � e 20s And � e 
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Abstract: � is article talks 
about the epic “Ramayana”, 
which is a famous ancient 
Indian epic, and at the same 
time about each character, 
character, and their charac-
teristics, their de� nition and 
description.

Keywords: Ramayana, epic, 
character, hero, Rama, Sita, 
Ravana.

Epos is a Greek word that 
means story. In the epos, the 
past of peoples, the events 
that happened in a certain 
period are described in the 
language of the storytell-
er. One of its main features 
is that it is o� en written in 
prose. In the epic, through 
words, an artistic reality is 
created in the reader’s imag-
ination that corresponds to 
real life.
I would like you to explain 
the core of ancient tales, 
myths and legends... � e 
main idea of these is to light-
en the burden of workers in 
ancient times, to increase 
their work productivity, 
to arm themselves against 
four-legged and two-legged 
enemies, and to use the 
power of words - “avrash”, 
“spell” to protect people 
from the dangers of nature. 
aimed at in� uencing events.
Before talking about “Ra-
mayana” and its characters, 
let’s brie� y get acquainted 
with its plot.
� e play begins with 
Dasharatha, the king of 
Kushala, being childless. He 
prays to the gods for a bless-
ing. Lord Vishnu, the savior, 
receives a divine boon and 
gives it to Dasharatha. � e 
king gives divine blessings 
to his wives. A� er this, the 
king’s � rst wife Kavshali-
ya gives birth to the � rst 
son Rama, his second wife 
Kaikeyi gives birth to Bhor-
ata, and his third wife gives 
birth to twins Lakshmana 

and Shatrughna. Children 
grow up.
Lakshmana is in love with 
Rama and Shatrughna is 
in love with Bhorata. � e 
sage Vishramitra asks 
Dasharatha to take Rama 
to protect his forest abode 
from the Rokshas. Laksh-
mana also joins them. Rama 
tames the Rokshas in the 
forest. 
A� er that Vishvamitra in-
vites Rama and Lakshma-
na to the land of Mithila. 
King Jonak was performing 
a great sacri� ce there. He 
was also tough. Jonak was 
plowing the ground with a 
holy plow in order to build 
a mihrab suitable for sac-
ri� ce, when suddenly a girl 
came out of the � eld. Jonak 
takes her as his own child 
and names her Sita, mean-
ing Egat. 
� e princess grows up. Jon-
ak proclaims to the whole 
world, “Whoever can tie 
a string to Shiva’s magic 
rainbow, I will give Sita to 
him.” Rama accomplishes 
this. Jonak declares Sita to 
be the head of Rama. King 
Dasharatha was getting 
old and weak. He wants to 
leave Rama as the heir to 
the throne. But a� er hearing 
this, Kaikeyi is chased away 
by the blacksmith Monthra 
and conspires to put Bhorata 
on the throne. 
He orders Ramani to go 
into exile for 14 years. Rama 
begins to live in the forest. 
Meanwhile Dasharatha dies. 
Kaikeyi tells Bhorata the 
whole truth about how she 
got him on the throne. Hear-
ing this, Bhorata leaves his 
mother and goes in search of 
Rama. He � nds Rama, begs 
him to return home and sit 
on the throne, but Rama re-
fuses and stays in the forest. 
A� er some time, a con� ict 
arises between Ravana, the 
ruler of the Rokshas, and 
Rama. Ravan kidnaps Sita. 

Rama rescues Sita with the 
help of the monkey king 
Sugriva and returns to his 
homeland. Bhorata hands 
over the kingdom to Rama.
Dasharatha - King of Kusha-
la, skilled hunter, loving fa-
ther, forced to exile Rama 
to the forest for 14 years 
because of his wife Kaikeyi. 
Even then Rama said, “Don’t 
look at my words, my son! 
Put me in prison with my 
hands and feet tied, and sit 
on the throne, the throne is 
yours!” he begs.

Vishnu, the savior god, will 
be born as the four sons of 
Dasharatha. A sage who 
gave a divine boon for 
Dasharatha to have a child.
Kovshalya - Dasharatha’s 
� rst wife, wife of wives, Ra-
ma’s mother.
Kaikeyi - Dasharatha’s 
mean, beloved wife, Bhora-
ta’s mother.
Sumitra - Dasharatha’s 
younger wife, mother of 
Lakshmana and Shatrugh-
na.
Rama is the main charac-
ter of the work, a brave and 
brave prince. He embodies 
the mind of Brihospati and 
the passion of Indra. It is no 
exaggeration to say that the 
work is dedicated to Rama.
Bhorata is a brave, brave 
prince. His brother tries 
to bring Rama back home 
and eventually returns the 
throne to him as well.
Lakshmana is one of the 
small towns. He is very fond 
of Rama, even goes with him 
in exile.
Jonak - King of Mithila, Si-
ta’s father.
Sita - Queen of Mithila, 
daughter of Jonak, daughter 
of Rama. A symbol of loyal-
ty. When Rama is exiled for 
14 years, he insists that if I 
don’t go with you, I’m dead, 
and Rama is forced to take 
Sita away.
Ravana is the king of the is-

land of Lanka. In the play, 
Ravana falls in love with 
Rama’s daughter Sita, but 
when she rejects him, he 
transforms into a monstrous 
� gure and abducts her. � e 
epic mainly portrays Ravana 
as a villain.
Hanuman is the symbol of 
duty of honor. Child of the 
wind god. Hanuman helps 
Rama a lot in � nding Sita.
Sugriva - king of monkeys, 
ruler of Rokshas is wound-
ed by a spear. He played an 
important role in the rescue 
of Sita.
Valadi Danu - enemy of 
gods, demons, children of 
Danu.
Aditi is the mother of the 
twelve goddesses, includ-
ing Varuna, the god of the 
ocean, Indra, the god of 
lightning, and Surya, the 
god of the sun. In the play, 
Kovshalya, Rama’s mother, 
is equated with Aditi.
In addition, several moun-
tain names are mentioned in 
the work:
✓ Sahya
✓ Krishna
✓ Vindhya
✓ Astochal
✓ Gandhamadana is the 
name of the mountain rich 
in � owers. ✓ One of the Hi-
malayan ranges.
“Ramayana” is also one of 
the rarest works whose es-
sence is deep, its content 
is taken from real life and 
expressed in mythical and 
fantastic forms. It has un-
dergone several revisions 
over the centuries, but it is 
nevertheless considered to 
be the oldest and literally 
the � rst example of � ction 
(“adikavya”) in the history 
of Indian culture, and its au-
thor (said to be Valmiki) the 
� rst poet (“adikavi”). . In it, 
love for the country, loyalty 
in love, value for the ben-
e� t of good, courage in the 
army; truthfulness, promise, 
justice are sung, oppression 

and violence, treachery and 
hypocrisy, sel� shness and 
unnecessary bloodshed, di-
sastrous con� icts and dead-
ly wars are condemned, 
good will surely triumph 
over evil , the idea that jus-
tice and peace will certain-
ly be celebrated is “proved”. 
Separation of lovers, pains 
of separation and in� delity 
are very important in it, and 
they are expressed with high 
artistic skill.
In conclusion, it should be 
noted that the reason why 
this ancient work has been 
passed down from century 
to century, from genera-
tion to generation, is that 
the images and characters 
in it show positive quali-
ties, heroism in the path of 
goodness, and the victory of 
goodness over evil. 
In general, the dedication 
of the work to Rama, the 
introduction of Rama and 
Sita as the main characters, 
and the portrayal of Rama 
as a brave, brave, and virtu-
ous young man in the work 
will not leave any reader 
indi� erent, that is, it will 
attract him. � is work, writ-
ten in ancient Sanskrit, was 
translated into Uzbek by 
Muhammad Ali Ahmedov. 
Epos is also enriched with 
folk products. In addition, 
the in� uence of this work 
can be felt in the composi-
tion of several works creat-
ed in Eastern and Western 
literature.
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Worth
Noting:

• � e play begins 
with Dasharatha, the king 
of Kushala, being child-
less. He prays to the gods 
for a blessing. Lord Vish-
nu, the savior, receives a 
divine boon and gives it 
to Dasharatha. � e king 
gives divine blessings to 
his wives. A� er this, the 
king’s � rst wife Kavshali-
ya gives birth to the � rst 
son Rama, his second 
wife Kaikeyi gives birth 
to Bhorata, and his third 
wife gives birth to twins 
Lakshmana and Sha-
trughna. Children grow 
up.
• Lakshmana is 
in love with Rama and 
Shatrughna is in love with 
Bhorata. � e sage Vish-
ramitra asks Dasharatha 
to take Rama to protect 
his forest abode from the 
Rokshas. Lakshmana also 
joins them. Rama tames 
the Rokshas in the forest. 
A� er that Vishvamitra in-
vites Rama and Lakshma-
na to the land of Mithila. 
King Jonak was perform-
ing a great sacri� ce there.
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Images In � e Epic Ramayana



Russian, African journalists embark 
on developing an information strategy
� e gathering welcomed approximately 100 attendees from 32 countries, including Russia, various 
African nations, the Middle East, India, and Brazil.
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� e Second International 
Journalists Forum of Russia 
and Africa marked a sig-
ni� cant milestone on April 
18, 2024, dedicated to com-
memorating the anniversary 
of signing the memorandum 
on information interaction.
Hosted by the Russian-Afri-
can Club, Faculty of Journal-
ism, and Faculty of Global 
Studies of Lomonosov Mos-
cow State University, the 
event garnered notable sup-
port from the Secretariat of 
the Russia-Africa Partner-
ship Forum of the Russian 
Foreign Ministry.
Diverse participants includ-
ing diplomats, government 
o�  cials from African na-
tions, media industry lead-
ers, producers, journalists, 
public � gures, scientists, 
educators, and cultural rep-
resentatives, convened at the 
forum.
� e gathering welcomed ap-
proximately 100 attendees 
from 32 countries, including 
Russia, various African na-
tions, the Middle East, In-
dia, and Brazil.

� e forum was skillfully 
moderated by esteemed � g-
ures including Alexander 
Berdnikov, Anna Gladko-
va, Louis Gouend, and Ilya 
Shershnev, all instrumental 
in fostering constructive di-
alogue and collaboration.
Addressing the attendees, 
Oleg Ozerov, Ambassador at 
Large of the Ministry of For-
eign A� airs of the Russian 
Federation, emphasized the 
pivotal role of truthful me-
dia in shaping public per-
ception.
He highlighted the forth-
coming Russia-Africa Min-
isterial Conference sched-
uled for November in Sochi, 
stressing the importance of 
a robust information frame-
work to support bilateral re-
lations.
Elena Vartanova, Dean of 
the Journalism Faculty of 
Lomonosov MSU, under-
scored the forum’s signi� -
cance on the eve of the uni-
versity’s 270th anniversary, 
re� ecting on its profound 
impact on national develop-
ment.

Vartanova also commemo-
rated the 225th anniversary 
of Alexander Pushkin, em-
phasizing his foundational 
role in Russian journalism.
Yves Ekoué Amaiso, Direc-
tor of a think tank for Afro-
centrism in Togo, advocated 
for a uni� ed strategy in re-
sponse to the geopolitical 
and information challenges 
facing Russian and African 
media.
Speakers from various Afri-
can nations including Zene-
be Kinfu, Leonard Dossou, 
Ondua Ovona Joseph Julien, 
and Tokologu Tau, high-
lighted concerns regarding 
increasing Western in� u-
ence on African media and 
stressed the necessity for 
collaborative action plans.
Jamal Othman, representing 
the Main Department for 
Media Content Monitoring 
in Libya, shed light on ef-
forts to combat disinforma-
tion and promote responsi-
ble journalism.
Ilya Shershnev, Program 
Director at Lomonosov 
Moscow State University, 

emphasized the importance 
of preventive journalism 
and announced plans for an 
advanced training course to 
address contemporary chal-
lenges in media.
Dwivedi Ratnesh, an expert 
from India, commended 
Russia’s model of media 
governance and highlighted 
the need for balanced media 
practices.
Maxim Reva, Deputy Edi-
tor-in-Chief for economics 
at the African Initiative news 
agency, underscored the sig-
ni� cance of direct engage-
ment between journalists 
and audiences, emphasizing 
the agency’s correspondent 
points in Africa.
Louis Gouend introduced 
the information portal 
rusafromedia.ru, aimed at 
fostering collaboration be-
tween Russian and African 
journalists.
Furthermore, Gouend an-
nounced a journalistic com-
petition to commemorate 
personalities fostering Rus-
sia-Africa relations, with 
winners to be announced on 

Africa Day in Moscow.
� e forum also welcomed 
virtual participation from 
Sergei Chesnokov, currently 
in Cameroon, who empha-
sized the mutual interest 
between Cameroonians and 
the Russian delegation in 
fostering partnership.
Participants like Patrick 
Boyanga Bozi, Georges Ro-
main Zobo, Rex Essenovo, 
and Said Ali voiced support 
for initiatives fostering me-
dia collaboration and mu-
tual understanding between 
Russia and Africa.
In conclusion, Alexander 
Berdnikov a�  rmed the 
commitment to integrate 
forum proposals into the 
Journalists Association of 
Russia and African Coun-
tries’ agenda, underlining 
the forum’s consensus on 
the necessity of a robust in-
formation strategy to fortify 
Russian-African relations.

Worth
Noting:

• � e gathering wel-
comed approximately 100 
attendees from 32 countries, 
including Russia, various 
African nations, the Middle 
East, India, and Brazil.
• � e forum was skill-
fully moderated by esteemed 
� gures including Alexander 
Berdnikov, Anna Gladko-
va, Louis Gouend, and Ilya 
Shershnev, all instrumental 
in fostering constructive 
dialogue and collaboration.
• Addressing the 
attendees, Oleg Ozerov, 
Ambassador at Large of the 
Ministry of Foreign A� airs 
of the Russian Federation, 
emphasized the pivotal role 
of truthful media in shaping 
public perception.
• He highlighted the 
forthcoming Russia-Afri-
ca Ministerial Conference 
scheduled for November in 
Sochi, stressing the impor-
tance of a robust informa-
tion framework to support 
bilateral relations.
• Elena Vartanova, 
Dean of the Journalism 
Faculty of Lomonosov MSU, 
underscored the forum’s 
signi� cance on the eve of the 
university’s 270th anniversa-
ry, re� ecting on its profound 
impact on national develop-
ment.
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