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Under pressure, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak makes a point during the Sky News live debate 
earlier this week to explain the Conservative Party’s strategy for the next � ve years
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� is was a week of manifestos for all the parties, promising to outdo 
each other :

Struggling Sunak’s tax cut sweeteners as woes mount, more MPs resign:
SUNAK SAYS SORRY, UNHAPPY TORIES TAKE A HIT, LABOUR 
FIGHTS ITS TROUBLES AMID PROMISES OF HAPPY DAYS 

In Canada, a pattern of police intimidation of journalists is 
emerging

As the election bandwagon in 
Britain rolls on into its fourth 
week, a furtive game of ballot 
box musical chairs is under-
way with promises and more 
promises as the British polls 
edge towards its climax on 
July 4.
� is was a week of manifestos 
for all the parties, promising 
to outdo each other and o� er 
the best to the voters.
� e British Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak said a profound 
sorry to the nation a� er a ma-
jor blunder in which he cut 
short his o�  cial visit to the 
D-Day celebrations at Omaha 
Beach in Normandy, France, 
on June 6 in what was viewed 

On the morning of April 15, I headed 
to a branch of Scotiabank in down-
town Montreal to cover a pro-Pal-
estine protest. Activists had cho-
sen the venue due to the Canadian 
bank’s investments in Israeli defence 
company Elbit Systems. I watched as 
protesters blocked the bank’s ATMs 

and teller booths and the police were 
called in.
Police o�  cers showed up in riot gear. 
When it was announced the activists 
were going to be arrested, I didn’t 
expect that I would be included with 
them.
Despite identifying myself as a jour-

nalist numerous times and showing 
o�  cers my press pass, I was appre-
hended alongside the 44 activists I 
was covering. It was inside the bank 
that I was processed and eventual-
ly released a� er hours of being de-
tained.
I now potentially face criminal 

charges for doing my job. � e mis-
chief charges I face carry a maxi-
mum jail sentence of two years and 
a � ne of up to 5,000 Canadian dol-

by British war veterans and 
their families as an a� ront to 
their sacri� ces in the world 
wars. 
It is a political tradition for 
the British Prime Minister 
to attend these internation-
al celebrations, regardless of 
the pressing engagements in 
their diary. 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
apologised for cutting short 
his attendance at the 80th 
anniversary in France to re-
cord an ITV interview in a 
political blunder that may be 
remembered for a long time.
� e opposition jumped at 
him, accusing him of unfor-
givable insensitivity, and that 
too at the time of the general 
election, but his followers be-

Sunak’s Tax Cut 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak apologised for cutting short his 
attendance at the 80th anniversary in France 
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  � is country is a coun-
try that unites people with 
di� erent cultures, history, 
traditions, and values, who 
have historically lived to-
gether, worked together, 
established blood-kinship 
ties, and formed as a single 
nation is a rich land. Since 
ancient times, there have 
been more than 130 nation-
alities with their own cul-
ture and traditions living in 
the territory of Uzbekistan. 
� erefore, the state of Uz-
bekistan is creating ample 
opportunities to ensure that 
the languages, customs and 
traditions of all nations and 
peoples living in its terri-
tory are respected, and to 
create conditions for their 
development. If we take a 
look at the history, the Uz-
bek, Kazakh, Tajik, Kyrgyz, 
Karakalpak and Turkmen 
peoples lived in this land 
called Turan. 
� erefore, the past of the 
Uzbek people is closely 
connected with the histo-
ry of these peoples. Due to 
the events that took place 
during the captivity, mil-
itary campaigns, colonies 
and migrations of peoples, 
di� erent peoples were gath-
ered. 

As a result of Geng-
his Khan’s invasion, the 
Karakalpak peoples settled 
here due to the settlement of 
Mongol settlers who invad-
ed the territory of Turkes-
tan, or the Karakalpak peo-
ples, who began to form as 
a people in the 8th century, 
settled in the foothills of Syr 
Darya and Aral Bay as a re-
sult of the Mongol attack. 
We can point out as an ex-
ample that they are getting 
closer to the Uzbeks of the 
archipelago, taking root and 
living here. Also, as a result 
of the policy of Russi� ca-
tion in the territory of Uz-
bekistan during the former 
USSR, the Kazakh people 
were resettled together with 
the Russian people. 
Even during World War 
II, which killed millions of 
people and caused the com-
plete destruction of poor 
nations, the Uzbek people 
embraced many nations 
and peoples. 
In particular, more than 1 
million people, including 
200,000 children, 151,604 
Crimean Tatars, 110,000 
Meskhetian Turks from 
Georgia, 175,000 Chech-
ens from the North Cauca-
sus, 4,500 Bulgarians and 

Greeks, and more than 
20,000 Ingush were evacu-
ated to the territory of Uz-
bekistan. 
� e local population 
showed goodwill to the re-
settled Uzbek people and 
helped them with their hos-
pitality, tolerance and sin-
cerity. He accepted children 
of di� erent nationalities 
into his family, treated them 
like his own children, and 
brought them up. Among 
our heroes, the family of 
Shoahmad Shomahmudov, 
an ordinary blacksmith, 
adopted 15 children, Ha-
mid Samadov, a veteran of 
the Great Kurgan war and 
returned as a disabled per-
son, 13 children, and Fati-
ma Qoriyeva, a coal worker, 
adopted and raised 10 chil-
dren. In this way, our ranks 
expanded and our country 
became a multi-ethnic Uz-
bekistan.
    From the � rst years of 
independence, the devel-
opment of the culture of 
tolerance and humanity, the 
strengthening of inter-eth-
nic harmony and harmony, 
and the creation of equal 
rights and opportunities for 
all citizens, regardless of na-
tionality, religion and social 

origin, have been de� ned as 
one of the important direc-
tions of state policy. Also, 
serious attention was paid 
to the creation of legal bas-
es for strengthening equal-
ity and solidarity. � ese 
principles are clearly and 
strictly sealed in the Con-
stitution of Uzbekistan and 
all our laws. In Article 8 of 
the Constitution of the Re-
public of Uzbekistan, there 
is an important rule that 
“� e people of Uzbekistan 
are made up of citizens of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan, 
regardless of their national-
ity” and in Article 18, “All 
citizens of our country have 
the same rights and free-
doms, regardless of gender, 
race.” , regardless of nation-
ality, language, religion, so-
cial origin, faith, personality 
and social status, are equal 
before the law” [Consti-
tution of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan. 2017]. Wide 
opportunities have been 
created for representatives 
of all nationalities and peo-
ples living in our country to 
study and get education in 
their native languages.
Another situation observed 
in rare countries of the 
world is that education in 
Uzbekistan is conducted in 
7 languages.  In addition to 
the Uzbek and Karakalpak 
languages, Russian, Kazakh, 
Turkmen, Tajik and Kyrgyz 
languages can be included 
among these. 
� ey are provided with 
the necessary amount of 
educational materials and 
textbooks. As an exam-
ple, I should mention that 
170,000 people of Turkmen 
nationality live in Uzbeki-
stan, and education is con-
ducted in Turkmen in 44 
schools. 
    80% of the population 
of Uzbekistan are Uzbeks, 
4.9% Tajiks, 3.8% Russians, 
3.6% Kazakhs, and 7.7% 
representatives of other 
nationalities (compared to 
2017). Of these, 88% believe 
in Islam, and more than 

10% believe in other reli-
gions.
    � e Cathedral of the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus, or the 
Polish Church in the ver-
nacular, is a unique Goth-
ic-style building in the cen-
ter of Tashkent and is one of 
the � rst and only Catholic 
churches in Tashkent. � e 
cathedral belongs to the 
apostolic administration of 
Uzbekistan. � e construc-
tion of the Catholic Church 
in Tashkent began in 1912.
In order to expand inter-
religious tolerance, there 
are several churches in our 
country, in particular, Alex-
ander Nevsky Russian Or-
thodox Church in Termiz, 
Catholic Church in Tosh-
ken, 16 religious denomi-
nations. National cultural 
centers operate to meet the 
cultural needs of represen-
tatives of di� erent nation-
alities living in Uzbekistan.  
� e � rst national cultural 
centers were established by 
Koreans, Kazakhs, Jews, and 
Armenians in the regions of 
our republic in 1989. If in 
1992 there were 10 nation-
al cultural centers, in 1995 
their number reached 72, 
and in 2003 there were 135.  
Currently, 145 national cul-
tural centers are operating 
in the country.  
All national cultural centers 
have been actively partici-
pating in state-level public 
holidays and events. Festi-
vals such as “Our strength 
is in unity and solidarity”, 
“Our strength is in unity 
and cohesion”, “� e moth-
erland is one, the moth-
erland is one” dedicated 
to the Independence Day 
serve to further strengthen 
the bonds of inter-ethnic 
friendship and increase year 
by year is going Tolerance is 
a true Islamic virtue charac-
teristic of the Uzbek people.
It comes about because of 
sincerity, open communi-
cation and conscience and 
faith.  Also, it is not only a 
moral duty, but also a polit-
ical and legal necessity.

Uzbekistan Is Our Common Home
Uzbekistan is a home for all Uzbek peoples and representatives of di� erent peoples

Uzbekistan

Worth
Noting:

• In particular, more 
than 1 million people, 
including 200,000 children, 
151,604 Crimean Tatars, 
110,000 Meskhetian Turks 
from Georgia, 175,000 
Chechens from the North 
Caucasus, 4,500 Bulgarians 
and Greeks, and more than 
20,000 Ingush were evacuat-
ed to the territory of Uzbeki-
stan. 
• � e local popula-
tion showed goodwill to 
the resettled Uzbek peo-
ple and helped them with 
their hospitality, tolerance 
and sincerity. He accepted 
children of di� erent na-
tionalities into his family, 
treated them like his own 
children, and brought them 
up. Among our heroes, 
the family of Shoahmad 
Shomahmudov, an ordinary 
blacksmith, adopted 15 
children, Hamid Samadov, a 
veteran of the Great Kurgan 
war and returned as a dis-
abled person, 13 children, 
and Fatima Qoriyeva, a coal 
worker, adopted and raised 
10 children. In this way, our 
ranks expanded and our 
country became a multi-eth-
nic Uzbekistan.

By: Odina Ikromova Ulugbekovna  
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
..............................................
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Quality Education - � e Guarantee Of � e Future
Quality Education 

Knowledge is experience 
and research. Many reforms 
are being implemented in 
this system. Conditions are 
being created for this and 
doors of opportunities are 
being opened. In the course 
of lessons, the increasing in-
terest of students from tra-
ditional lessons to non-tra-
ditional lessons encourages 
teachers to work on them-
selves. Special importance 
is attached to pedagogy in 
higher educational institu-
tions and they are equipped 
with modern equipment.
 In order to meaningful-
ly organize the free time of 
students, science olympiads 
are holding various compe-
titions, discovering talented 
young people, introducing 
educational exchange, and 

applying theoretical knowl-
edge in practice. It has a 
positive e� ect. Depending 
on the age limit, various in-
teractive methods have been 
developed and are being 
used by teachers in training. 
Also: encouraging young 
men and women from 14 to 
30 years old is unprecedent-
ed in the world.
It would be no mistake to 
say that this situation is 
one of the great advantages 
of the educational system. 
We must not forget that it 
takes some responsibility 
to achieve such results. We 
must not forget that educa-
tion and training are inextri-
cably linked.
It is of no use to sleep with 
someone who is educated. 
What are the individuals in 

quotation marks reading? he 
insists that he will. Unfortu-
nately, it is a sad tragedy that 
they do not understand that 

this idea is wrong. � ere-
fore, in order to prevent 
such situations, a number 
of things are being done in 
our country, decisions and 
orders are being adopted 
and their implementation is 
being put into practice.
As our head of state said: 
“� e more educated our 
children are, the faster the 
economic sectors based on 
high technologies will devel-
op, the more social problems 
will be solved.” � erefore, if 
I say that the threshold of 
the new Uzbekistan starts 
from the school, I think that 
our entire nation will sup-
port this idea”. It’s up to each 
person to � nd out. Special 
attention is also being paid 
to the issue of youth. Bene-
� cial reforms will be imple-
mented in this regard, and 
attention to youth will be 
strengthened. At the heart 
of everything is hard work. 
If we give up laziness and 
read more books in order to 
turn our dreams into reali-
ty, we will � nd the answers 

to the questions without 
any di�  culty without fac-
ing obstacles anywhere. Of 
course, the knowledge we 
have gained in this regard 
will bear fruit. Knowledge 
acquired at a young age is 
like digging a well with a 
needle. If we give people our 
knowledge, our knowledge 
will increase every moment, 
every moment.
If we look at the history: our 
great-grandfathers wrote 
their scienti� c works in can-
dlesticks. At that time there 
was no development like to-
day. We are now XX| We live 
in the age of technology. 
Let’s not waste our precious 
time on idle things. Only 
then can we make quality 
education the guarantee of 
the future.

Zulayho Ergashaliyeva was 
born in Andijan. She is a 
10th grade student of creativ-
ity school named a� er Mu-
hammad Yusuf.

Worth
Noting:

• It would be no mistake 
to say that this situation is one 
of the great advantages of the 
educational system. We must 
not forget that it takes some 
responsibility to achieve such 
results. We must not forget 
that education and training are 
inextricably linked.
• It is of no use to sleep 
with someone who is educat-
ed. What are the individuals 
in quotation marks reading? 
he insists that he will. Unfor-
tunately, it is a sad tragedy 
that they do not understand 
that this idea is wrong. � ere-
fore, in order to prevent such 
situations, a number of things 
are being done in our country, 
decisions and orders are being 
adopted and their implementa-
tion is being put into practice.

Quality Education

By: Sotvoldiyeva Nodirabegim
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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President Ruto not US pawn in Africa – 
Ambassador Whitman

Algeria endorses Kenya’s AUC chairmanship bid, 
boosts Raila’s support

US Ambassador to Kenya Meg 
Whitman has refuted allegations 
that President William Ruto is a 
surrogate of President Joe Biden’s 
administration, aimed at expanding 
US in� uence in Africa. 
Ambassador Whitman and Pres-
ident Ruto, both nearly two years 
into their tenure, maintain a cordial 
relationship, leading critics to spec-
ulate that the US government is us-
ing President Ruto as a gateway into 
the African continent. 
In May 2024, President Ruto under-
took a historic state visit to the Unit-
ed States facilitated by Ambassador 
Whitman, marking the � rst such 
visit by an African leader in over 15 
years, upon President Biden’s invita-
tion. 
“I don’t think America ever can uti-
lize people to do that kind of work. 
What is true is that America is now 
very interested in Africa,” Whitman 
said in an exclusive interview with 
this writer. 
In recent years, the US has been 
increasing its in� uence in Africa 
amidst China’s growing presence. 

Critics labeled President Ruto’s US 
State Visit as an explicit bolder at-
tempt by the US to use him as a 
proxy in reclaiming dominance on 
the continent. 
Ambassador Whitman acknowl-
edged that US in� uence in the Afri-
can continent has been diminishing 
over the past 20 years, and steps are 

now being taken to rectify this to re-
claim their in� uence. 
“In the last 20 years, there’s no ques-
tion that some of our, you know, 
other global competitors were here. 
And in life, in business and politics, 
half the battle is showing up. And so 
we’re showing up more broadly in 
Africa,” she said. 

During President Ruto’s State Visit, 
Kenya secured investments totaling 
Sh1 trillion, a substantial amount 
that Ambassador Whitman points 
to as evidence of the US govern-
ment’s commitment to making a 
signi� cant impact on the African 
continent.
While US investment seems to com-

pete with Chinese in� uence in the 
region, many African countries have 
shi� ed their foreign interactions to-
wards the East. 
� e scramble for Africa between the 
US and China o� en revolves around 
which nation provides substantial 
investments. 
Many countries in Africa tend to 
lean towards China, primarily due 
to its robust support for infrastruc-
ture development in the region. 
Ambassador Whitman however, 
underscored the African region’s 
signi� cance, highlighting it as a lu-
crative investment hub. 
“I mean, you know, this one in four 
people on earth will live In Africa in 
2051 and so we need to show up,” 
she said. 
Ambassador Whitman described 
Kenya as one of the US’s trusted 
allies in East Africa, a sentiment re-
iterated by President Biden during 
President Ruto’s US State visit. 
In June 2024, Kenya and the US 
celebrated 60 years of partnership, 
a signi� cant milestone for both na-
tions. 

By: DAVIS AYEGA 

Kenya’s candidacy for the Chairmanship of the 
African Union Commission (AUC) received 
signi� cant support on Friday when Algeria en-
dorsed Raila Odinga’s bid. 
� e endorsement from Algeria came a� er 
President William Ruto held discussions with 
Algerian President Tebboune Amadjid during 
the G7 meeting in Apulia, Italy. 
Algeria joins a growing number of African 
countries, including Uganda, Tanzania, Rwan-
da, and Zimbabwe, that have endorsed Kenya’s 
bid. 
Raila is seeking to replace the current chair, 
Moussa Faki, in the February 2025 elections. 
“I have held a discussion with President Teb-
boune Amadjid, Algeria, on the sidelines of 
G7 meeting in Apulia, Italy, who has pledged 
support for Kenya’s Africa Union Commission 
chairmanship bid,” President Ruto said.  
Raila is competing against two other candi-
dates: Djibouti’s Foreign A� airs minister Mah-
moud Youssouf and Somalia’s former deputy 
prime minister and current member of the 
Federal Parliament, Fawzia Yusuf. 
� e Kenyan government, under the Minis-
try of Foreign A� airs, has since established a 
dedicated secretariat to lead Raila’s campaign 
e� orts. 

US-KENYA

US Ambassador Meg Whitman during an interview with Capital FM journalist Davis Ayega at her o�  cial residence in 
Nairobi in June 2024. /SHARON RESIAN.

President William Ruto with Algeria’s President TebbouneAmadjid during tha sidelines of G7 meeting in Italy on June 14, 2024. Image: PCS

By: Davis Ayega.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Kindness...
Motivation

Life is never the same for 
everyone: “Five � ngers are 
not equal.” � roughout our 
lives, we may experience 
joyful and happy days, as 
well as events that we never 
forget. Everything that hap-
pens in our lives, whether 
good or bad, is mainly be-
cause of ourselves. � ere-
fore, when you wake up 
early in the morning, it’s 
important to say to yourself, 
“I am fortunate,” “Today will 
be a wonderful day,” and so 
on. When a person chang-
es themselves, their inner 
world, they can also change 
those around them.
 Be kind... Start being kind 
to those close to you, par-
ents, siblings, grandparents, 
relatives... Yes, of course, 
we are rewarded for the 
kindness we show to our 
loved ones. Treat someone 
who has been kind to you 
ten times, a hundred times 
better. Let’s pray for people 
who are always striving for 
our bene� t, looking out for 
us, and progressing in their 
endeavors. It’s important 
to pray for others even if 
they don’t know about your 
prayers, because God never 
leaves prayers unanswered.
 Extend kindness from your 
hand, do it willingly, and 
without hesitation. By eas-
ing someone’s burden, help-

ing them � nd solutions to 
their problems, and showing 
them the right path, we im-
prove our own well-being 
and become content.
                                    Finding 
good people is di�  cult,
                                    It’s di�  cult 
to be good to someone else.
                                    In times 
of di�  culty, not for yourself,
                                    Being good 
to everyone is di�  cult...
 We may have been kind to 
many, but they are not re-
membered. However, who-
ever has been kind to us 
should remain in our mem-
ory. � erefore, someone, 
somewhere, remembers the 
kindness we have shown.
 Kindness reduces injustice 
in human relationships and 
ensures kindness and help-
fulness towards each other. 
“Kindness towards one an-
other” fosters relationships 
between individuals, sup-
ports friends, and promotes 
unity in society, assisting 
each other, and embracing 
important qualities such as 
humanity. � ese qualities 
among individuals also in-
� uence the development of 
society.
 A good person is one who 
has a clean heart, a smile 
on their face, and is afraid 
of hurting others’ feelings. 
� ey are always ready to 

help others. As everything 
in the world has its opposite, 
the opposite of kindness is 
cruelty.
 Who does cruelty? Cruel 
people? No. A person is not 
born cruel. It is their envi-
ronment, the people they are 
surrounded by, that changes 
them. Anyone can be cruel, 
consciously or unconscious-
ly. “� e work of a cruel per-
son never prospers.” Yes, 
someone may bene� t or 
achieve a goal by being cruel 
to others and may even � nd 
happiness, but it’s not sus-
tainable.
 Some people want to suc-
ceed by showing the right 
path and by doing what the 
situation demands. Howev-
er, we misunderstand them 
and choose cruelty. Cruel-
ty is the result of a person’s 
wrong spiritual and physical 
state. In this state, a person 
doesn’t engage in interesting 
activities, doesn’t appreciate 
the world’s most beautiful 
events, and eventually � lls 
their heart with grudges. 
No matter how close some-
one gets to greed, envy, or 
jealousy, one day they will 
drown in the “quagmire of 
cruelty.”
 Even if someone has been 
cruel to us, let’s continue to 
be kind to them. Maybe they 
are on the wrong path, let’s 

not join them on that path.
 Have I o� ended you, for-
give me, have I spoken harsh 
words to you, speak kind 
words, have I caused you 
pain, do not cause pain to 
others. Every moment of life 
passes, minutes pass, and 
they show who is who to 
you. No matter how well you 
treat such people, do not 
stay close to them. Someone 
who has once been cruel can 
certainly repent.
 Let’s imagine you’re walking 
down the street and you see 
someone struggling to carry 
a load. You could o� er help, 
but you choose not to. What 
would you have done in 
such a situation? Everyone’s 
response to this question 
is unique, shaped by their 
worldview and character. 
Some may say they would go 
to help the struggling per-
son, while others might de-
lay but still o� er assistance. 
Ultimately, it all comes down 
to our own inclinations. If 
we were to quickly act and 
o� er assistance to that per-
son, it would indeed be pos-
sible. For instance, imagine 
you quickly rushed to help 
the person and, a� erward, 
encountered a tra�  c jam on 
your way. If you had helped 
that person, perhaps you 
would have reached your 
destination despite the de-

lay caused by the tra�  c jam. 
Everything we do, every ac-
tion we take, is in� uenced 
by our inner world. Truly 
desiring to do good opens 
up paths for us, and our acts 
of kindness are rewarded in 
return. Yes, dear ones, good 
deeds elevate individuals, 
enriching both individuals 
and society with respect. In 
conclusion, kindness brings 
peace to the soul. Helping 
others with a sincere inten-
tion can be a form of kind-
ness, even when we least 
expect it. We all have the 
capacity for kindness, but it’s 
essential to act on it when 
the opportunity arises. Of-
fering help to someone in 
need not only provides im-
mediate assistance but also 
instills hope and trust in 
them. No matter how much 
you give to a needy person, 
it may seem little to you, but 
they will still wish for more.

Jo’rayeva Marjona was born 
on October 18, 2003, in the 
Surxondaryo region, Termiz 
district. She is a second-year 
student at the Faculty of Phi-
lology at Termiz State Peda-
gogical Institute, specializing 
in Uzbek language and liter-
ature education.

Worth
Noting:

• A good person is 
one who has a clean heart, 
a smile on their face, and 
is afraid of hurting others’ 
feelings. � ey are always 
ready to help others. As 
everything in the world 
has its opposite, the oppo-
site of kindness is cruelty.
• Who does cruelty? 
Cruel people? No. A per-
son is not born cruel. It 
is their environment, the 
people they are surround-
ed by, that changes them. 
Anyone can be cruel, con-
sciously or unconscious-
ly. “� e work of a cruel 
person never prospers.” 
Yes, someone may bene� t 
or achieve a goal by being 
cruel to others and may 
even � nd happiness, but 
it’s not sustainable.
Some people want to suc-
ceed by showing the right 
path and by doing what 
the situation demands. 
However, we misunder-
stand them and choose 
cruelty. Cruelty is the 
result of a person’s wrong 
spiritual and physical 
state. 

By: Jo’rayeva Marjona
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Struggling Sunak’s tax cut sweeteners as woes mount, more MPs resign:
SUNAK SAYS SORRY, UNHAPPY TORIES TAKE A HIT, LABOUR 
FIGHTS ITS TROUBLES AMID PROMISES OF HAPPY DAYS

Worth
Noting:

• Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak apologised for 
cutting short his attendance 
at the 80th anniversary in 
France to record an ITV 
interview in a political blun-
der that may be remembered 
for a long time.
• � e opposition 
jumped at him, accusing 
him of unforgivable insen-
sitivity, and that too at the 
time of the general election, 
but his followers believe that 
either Mr Sunak’s advis-
ers or aides failed to step 
in and remind him of the 
importance of completing 
his D-Day appointment or it 
was his personal decision. 
• He could have held 
back the interview and 
rescheduled it rather than 
cut short his visit, which has 
not gone well, with British 
voters already disenchanted 
with him.   
• � ey say that even 
though a day is long in 
politics, a lot has happened 
as we continue our election 
watch with yet another 
debate between rival party 
leaders on Wednesday, June 
12, in Grimsby.

lieve that either Mr Sunak’s 
advisers or aides failed to 
step in and remind him of 
the importance of complet-
ing his D-Day appointment 
or it was his personal deci-
sion. 
He could have held back the 
interview and rescheduled it 
rather than cut short his vis-
it, which has not gone well, 
with British voters already 
disenchanted with him.   
� ey say that even though a 
day is long in politics, a lot 
has happened as we con-
tinue our election watch 
with yet another debate be-
tween rival party leaders 
on Wednesday, June 12, in 
Grimsby.
Great Grimsby is a port 
town and the administra-
tive centre of Northeast 
Lincolnshire, Lincolnshire, 
England.  
� e debate, � e Battle for 
Number 10 (Downing 
Street), was hosted by sea-
soned political presenter 
Beth Rigby on Sky News. 
� e debate was a damp squib 
for many election watch-
ers expecting � reworks be-
tween the two leaders facing 
one another, almost akin to 
a school playing � eld brawl.
� e one-hour debate took a 
peaceful turn from the one 
on ITV the previous week 
when the two leaders went 
into a war of words.
In the June 12 debate, each 
leader was called in turns to 
answer questions and put 
their selling point to an in-
vited audience.
It started with the Labour 
Leader Sir Keir Starmer, fol-
lowed by a question session 
from the audience in the 
� rst half.
Starmer was out through 
paces of tough questions, 
which he handled but was 
stumped by questions he 
had not expected. 
� e Conservative Party 
leader and Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak led the second 
half, followed by a tough 
questions session with the 
audience.
Sunak looked more weak-
ened and confused at times.
Sir Keir looked more con-
� dent and composed and 
managed himself in a states-
man’s way, answering Rig-
by’s questions, but he had 
weak moments and was cut 
o�  mid-sentence at times.  
Contesting elections in a 
full-throttle democracy is 
not a cakewalk, as the con-
testing parties’ leaders are 
experiencing. 
Rishi Sunak is feeling the 
heat, and his loyal friends 
in the Party are almost giv-

ing up, showing the white 
� ag resigned to believing 
that the Conservatives will 
be badly bruised in the elec-
tions.
� e June 6 debate showed 
� aws in the Tories.
Sunak was booed by the 
audience of the night when 
he tried to shi�  the blame 
of rising waiting lists at the 
National Health Service 
(NHS) on the doctors going 
on strike, ducking the issue 
of budget constraints and 
the Government’s contin-
ued failure not only to meet 
the costs of pay rises for the 
medics but also being slow 
and tardy with funding the 
creaking health service on 
which the bulk of the popu-
lation depends.
YouGov poll immediately 
a� er the debate showed that 
Starmer had the upper hand 
with 64% audience approval 
this time, while Sunak lost it 
at 34%.
� e one point all the parties 
are trying to evade is the 
taxes.
� e major parties are saying 
there will be no tax rises. 
But these claims are untrue 
as tax rises would � nance 
their manifesto promises. 
� e devil lies in the details 
of these promises to usher in 
happy days.
As they say, in the business 
world, there is nothing like a 
free lunch, so it holds in the 
political world.
Labour has promised 
growth and prosperity with 
almost utopian o� ers of re-
building the country.
Just for the election season 
and in the fervent hope they 
could ride back to pow-
er, the Tories are o� ering a 
sweetener of a 2% tax reduc-
tion in the National Insur-
ance and some tax bene� ts, 
but that would erode soon 
a� er they win if they do win.
Promising is one thing; de-
livering those promises is 
quite another unless there is 
a bottomless purse.
Labour critics say Sir Keir 
Starmer’s Party is not telling 
voters that it will increase 
taxes in what is now called 
a tax trap of £8.5 billion and 
signi� cant cuts in public 
services. 
� is is so because there are 
severe doubts over how 
Starmer would pay for these 
happy days.
Labour promised that it 
would recruit more teachers 

Go on, I am listening... Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer listens to a question from the audience 
during the Sky News live debate earlier this week

Manifestos 2024 week...Five years to go and many promises to keep. Photo Courtesy

Scare tactics or the problems to expect under a Labour Government...Conservative Party warning 
sign
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Struggling Sunak’s tax cut sweeteners as woes mount, more MPs resign:
SUNAK SAYS SORRY, UNHAPPY TORIES TAKE A HIT, LABOUR 
FIGHTS ITS TROUBLES AMID PROMISES OF HAPPY DAYS

Worth
Noting:

• In the June 12 de-
bate, each leader was called 
in turns to answer questions 
and put their selling point to 
an invited audience.
• It started with the 
Labour Leader Sir Keir 
Starmer, followed by a 
question session from the 
audience in the � rst half.
• Starmer was out 
through paces of tough 
questions, which he handled 
but was stumped by ques-
tions he had not expected. 
• � e Conservative 
Party leader and Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak led the 
second half, followed by a 
tough questions session with 
the audience.
• Sunak looked more 
weakened and confused at 
times.
• Sir Keir looked more 
con� dent and composed 
and managed himself in a 
statesman’s way, answering 
Rigby’s questions, but he 
had weak moments and 
was cut o�  mid-sentence at 
times.  
• Contesting elections 
in a full-throttle democra-
cy is not a cakewalk, as the 
contesting parties’ leaders 
are experiencing. 

to meet the drastic shortage 
in the number of teachers in 
UK schools, but critics dis-
missed this as a pipe dream.
Responding to the Labour 
manifesto, Tania Bowers, 
Global Public Policy Direc-
tor at the Association of Pro-
fessional Sta�  ng Compa-
nies (APSCo), while lauding 
the Party’s decision, asked 
where they come from.
With the education sector 
su� ering from sta�  shortag-
es, the commitment to hire 
more teachers is undoubt-
edly welcome, but the crit-
ical question is where these 
resources will come from. 
� e UK needs a coordinated 
national strategy for skills 
that aligns education in-
vestment with regional eco-
nomic strengths. � e infor-
mation currently shared by 
Labour does not clarify how 
these additional roles will be 
� lled or how future skills de-
velopment will be sustained.
It has been known for a long 
time that there are hundreds 
of un� lled teaching vacan-
cies, and many schools su� er 
from severe teacher short-
ages, leaving the burden of 
daily teaching responsibili-
ties on the teachers who feel 
overstretched and have been 
quitting the profession. 
In their manifesto, the La-
bour Party says they will 
reform the planning system 
in the construction industry 
and set a goal of building 1.5 
million homes in the next 
� ve years. 
Construction industry ex-
perts say that while the idea 
is welcome, it is not short of 
being called a pipe dream 
as the UK lacks tradespeo-
ple, infrastructure, and even 
raw materials to deliver this 
promise.
Critics say many govern-
ments have promised to get 
Britain building again, and 
many have failed to deliv-
er on this, crashing on the 
rocks. 
Optimistic like Andrew 
Montlake, managing direc-
tor of Coreco, welcomed 
such a possibility in theory 
and hoped the Labour Par-
ty could follow up and turn 
this into a reality.
Justin Moy, managing di-
rector at EHF Mortgages, 
is forthright when he said, 
“Building 1.5m new homes 
is a pipe dream as we lack 
the tradespeople, infrastruc-
ture, and raw materials to 
deliver it.
“� ese plans will take a long 
time to implement, and 
there are plenty of homes 
that could be regenerated 
quickly, combined with bet-

ter mortgage rates, which 
would provide a quicker and 
more e� ective exit from the 
current mess that is the UK 
property market.”
Under the Tories, Britain has 
been buying luxury houses, 
but they are suited to peo-
ple with deep pockets. In 
contrast, people at the grass-
roots level have di�  culties 
buying low-cost homes. 
Several sceptical critics be-
lieve that contrary to La-
bour’s manifesto; govern-
ment bureaucracy could hit 
the construction industry 
in making planning permis-
sions, making it an arduous 
process.
� ey believe complex plan-
ning laws, lack of complete 
reform, and easing of proce-
dures would take a hit, with 
a strong possibility of alien-
ating the private sector and 
the formidable challenges of 
local government coordina-
tion, which could lead to the 
Party struggling to achieve 
its declared objectives.
As for the Conservative Par-
ty, Rishi Sunak is struggling 
to � nd solutions for the � ve 
years ahead if his Party wins.
� e NHS is creaking under 
the weight of problems; the 
long delays in Accident and 
Emergency units of hospi-
tals to as long as 20 hours 
before being seen by doc-
tors and waiting lists point 
to an abysmal record which 
is forcing many traditional 
Tory voters to turn their at-
tention to the Labour in the 
fervent hope that what the 
ruling Party failed to achieve 
in 14 years of power can be 
solved by the rival Labour.
Ongoing party-political de-
bates point to an abysmal 
performance by the Conser-
vatives, with Rishi Sunak al-
ready looking like a defeated 
man.
 On Tuesday, June 11, the 
Conservative Party o�  cially 
launched its 2024 election 
manifesto. Entitled ‘Clear 
plan, bold action, secure 
future’, the 80-page docu-
ment sets out the governing 
Party’s pitch for re-election, 
with headline pledges cover-
ing tax, support for families 
and immigration,
� eir manifesto has short-
comings as it is not fully 
funded and could hit its 
declared policies for future 
continuity without � nding 
the funds to � nance it. � e 
way out would be to raise 

Release of Labour Party manifesto and Labour MP with Sir Keir Starmer in the front

Out on Labour Campaign trail in Beckenham and Penge in Greater London

Tory campaigners with Rishi Sunak and his team on the election canvassing trail
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G7 backs President Ruto on reform of international 
� nancial architecture

� e G7 summit has responded positively to President William Ruto’s call for increased support for 
Africa’s development. 

� e G7 summit

� e G7 summit has re-
sponded positively to Presi-
dent William Ruto’s call for 
increased support for Afri-
ca’s development. 
During the summit in Italy, 
President Ruto urged the G7 
leaders to champion the re-
form of the international � -
nancial architecture to foster 
equity and inclusion. 
He said the reforms would 
provide the Global South, 
particularly Africa, with ac-
cess to concessional, long-
term and agile � nance, and 
also enhance the developing 
countries’ participation in 
decision-making. 
On its part, the G7 has com-
mitted to modernising the 
international � nancial ar-
chitecture and enable it to 
meet contemporary global 
challenges. 
As part of their resolutions, 
the G7 pledged to support 
initiatives such as the G20 
Compact with Africa and 
the Paris Pact for People and 
Planet (4P). 
� ese initiatives aim to im-
prove collaboration among 
global stakeholders and in-
crease � nancing for devel-
opment, climate solutions 
and private sector invest-
ment. 
� e G7 leaders also called 
on the international com-
munity to enhance sustain-

able and transparent � nanc-
ing for developing countries 
committed to substantial 
reforms and private invest-
ment.  
� ey emphasised the impor-
tance of domestic resource 
mobilisation as detailed in 
the Nairobi-Washington 
Initiative started by Presi-
dents Ruto and Joe Biden 
when the Kenyan leader was 
on a State Visit to the US last 
month. 
� e leaders have promised 
to work with various stake-
holders to provide coordi-
nated support from multi-
lateral development banks, 
facilitate favourable private 
� nance and encourage pri-
vate sector involvement to 
ensure that multilateral sup-
port e� ectively bene� ts de-
veloping countries.
� ey committed to collab-
orate with the International 
MonetaryFund, the World 
Bank and other crucial insti-
tutions to advance this plan, 
pilot it in various countries 
by the end of 2024 and even-
tually implement it. 
Moreover, the G7 has 
pledged to increase support 
for African nations striving 
for sustainable develop-
ment, democratic gover-
nance, global stability, pros-
perity and adhering to the 
United Nations Charter. 

� e G7 plans to align its ef-
forts with the African Union 
Agenda 2063 and the spe-
ci� c needs and priorities of 
African countries, including 
enhanced local and regional 
food security, infrastruc-
ture, trade and agricultural 
productivity. 
� e group also supports 
the operationalisation of 
the African Continental 
Free Trade Area which, the 
members believe, will be 
crucial for Africa’s growth 
in the coming decade. � ey 
aim to bolster mutually ben-
e� cial and equitable cooper-
ation with African nations 
and regional organisations, 
improve the management of 
local resources and promote 
increased private invest-

ment. 
Endorsing the call from Af-
rican countries for a greater 
voice in international fo-
rums, the G7 welcomed the 
African Union’s participa-
tion in the G20 as a perma-
nent member and supported 
the creation of a third chair 
for Sub-Saharan Africa on 
the IMF Executive Board 
this November. 
� e G7 reiterated its support 
for the G20 Compact with 
Africa, which aims to boost 
private sector investment, 
promote structural reforms, 
support local entrepreneur-
ship, and enhance energy 
sector cooperation. 
G7 Partnership for Global 
Infrastructure and Invest-
ment, including initiatives 

like the EU Global Gateway, 
provides a framework to 
promote a vision of sustain-
able, resilient and economi-
cally viable infrastructure in 
Africa, featuring transparent 
project selection, procure-
ment and � nance. 
� e G7 rea�  rmed its un-
wavering commitment to 
the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development, 
pledging to double e� orts to 
accelerate progress towards 
the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals. � eir goal is to 
achieve long-term sustain-
able development, uphold 
strong environmental, social 
and governance standards, 
and foster shared prosperity 
globally. 

Worth
Noting:

• � ey emphasised 
the importance of domes-
tic resource mobilisation 
as detailed in the Nairo-
bi-Washington Initiative 
started by Presidents Ruto 
and Joe Biden when the 
Kenyan leader was on a 
State Visit to the US last 
month. 
• � e leaders have 
promised to work with 
various stakeholders 
to provide coordinated 
support from multilateral 
development banks, facil-
itate favourable private � -
nance and encourage pri-
vate sector involvement to 
ensure that multilateral 
support e� ectively bene-
� ts developing countries.
• � ey committed to 
collaborate with the Inter-
national MonetaryFund, 
the World Bank and other 
crucial institutions to ad-
vance this plan, pilot it in 
various countries by the 
end of 2024 and eventual-
ly implement it. 
• Moreover, the G7 
has pledged to increase 
support for African na-
tions striving for sustain-
able development, demo-
cratic governance, global 
stability, prosperity and 
adhering to the United 
Nations Charter. 
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Struggling Sunak’s tax cut sweeteners as woes mount, more MPs resign:
SUNAK SAYS SORRY, UNHAPPY TORIES TAKE A HIT, LABOUR 
FIGHTS ITS TROUBLES AMID PROMISES OF HAPPY DAYS

Worth
Noting:

• Promising is one 
thing; delivering those 
promises is quite another 
unless there is a bottomless 
purse.
• Labour critics say 
Sir Keir Starmer’s Party is 
not telling voters that it will 
increase taxes in what is 
now called a tax trap of £8.5 
billion and signi� cant cuts 
in public services. 
• � is is so because 
there are severe doubts over 
how Starmer would pay for 
these happy days.
• Labour promised 
that it would recruit more 
teachers to meet the drastic 
shortage in the number of 
teachers in UK schools, but 
critics dismissed this as a 
pipe dream.
• Responding to the 
Labour manifesto, Tania 
Bowers, Global Public Pol-
icy Director at the Associa-
tion of Professional Sta�  ng 
Companies (APSCo), while 
lauding the Party’s decision, 
asked where they come 
from.
• With the education 
sector su� ering from sta�  
shortages, the commitment 
to hire more teachers is 
undoubtedly welcome, but 
the critical question is where 
these resources will come 
from. 

taxes and cutbacks. 
Its proposal to reduce im-
migration via cap is likely to 
have a � scal impact, which 
has not been costed, notes 
the Institute for Govern-
ment in its manifesto anal-
ysis.
Despite its declared inten-
tion, the proposals will do 
little to address public ser-
vices’ biggest problems.
As might be expected from 
a party in power for the past 
14 years, many headline 
public services pledges in 
the manifesto restate exist-
ing government policy. � is 
includes providing 30 hours 
of free childcare a week 
from the age of nine months 
to the start of school, deliv-
ering the NHS Long Term 
Workforce Plan published 
last year, combining A lev-
els and T levels into a new 
Advanced British Standard 
quali� cation, and banning 
the use of mobile phones 
during the school day.
� e most signi� cant new an-
nouncement is the proposal 
to add 8,000 more police of-
� cers. � is is a memorable 
proposal but increasing the 
number of police sta�  and 
Police Community Support 
O�  cers, rather than expen-
sively trained o�  cers with 
the power to make arrests, 
would be a more cost-e� ec-
tive way of boosting police 
performance. Even more 
problematically, the mani-
festo does not grapple with 
the reality that the already 
overwhelmed courts and 
prison systems would be 
unable to cope with the in-
creased number of charges 
expected from increasing 
o�  cer numbers, notes � e 
Institute of Government in 
its analysis.
� e manifesto also lacks se-
rious plans to tackle public 
services’ most signi� cant 
issues, including access to 
general practice, scores of 
local authorities on the edge 
of bankruptcy, record court 
backlogs, full prisons, and a 
broken children’s residential 
care market.
It also raises questions about 
plans to cut thousands of 
NHS managers, making it 
even harder for the Con-
servatives to improve their 
NHS productivity. 
� e detailed manifesto 
would take a long time to 
analyse, but it has draw-
backs. It has some good 
points, but it has some neg-
ative points. � e voters are 
looking more towards the 
negative points than placing 
stress on the few positive 
points.

My Sunak is handicapped by 
the number of MPs stepping 
down, which will rob him of 
any chances of a landslide 
victory for his Party. He sug-
gested a hung parliament 
or a coalition government, 
which was sco� ed at by po-
litical observers, believing 
that the time had come for 
the Tories to move on.
� ere is no doubt a lot of 
confusion now. Still, judging 
the polls and the popularity 
of the Labour Party, Britons 
are ready for a change and 
for Sir Kier Starmer to prove 
his worth at the helm and 10 
Downing Street.     

Innovative way to encourage people to register as voters in London

I am registered to vote...A call from the Election Commission urging everyone eligible to register their right to vote

Fair or unfair... A Labour 
Party post paints the 

Conservatives as nothing but 
chaos
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lars ($3,600). I could also be 
restricted from leaving the 
country.
Canadian police can only 
suggest charges, so the pros-
ecution has to decide wheth-
er or not to charge me. � is 
process alone can take any-
where from a few months to 
a year.
I am the second journalist to 
be arrested in Canada while 
on assignment since the be-
ginning of 2024.
In January, journalist Bran-
di Morin was arrested and 
charged with obstruction 
in the province of Alberta 
while covering a police raid 
on a homeless encampment 
where many of the campers 
were Indigenous. It took two 
months of pressure for the 
police to drop the charges 
against her.
Over the past few years, 
a pattern of arrests has 
emerged, with police spe-
ci� cally targeting journalists 
working freelance or with 
smaller outlets. Many of 
these journalists have been 
covering Indigenous-led 
protests or blockades. O� en 
they claim that the media 
workers they have come af-
ter “do not look like journal-
ists”.
� e Canadian police con-
tinue to use detention to 
silence and intimidate us 
despite our right to free 
speech under the Canadi-
an Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. To specify, under 
section two of the charter, 
Canadians’ rights to free-

dom of thought, belief and 
expression are protected. 
� e charter identi� es the 
media as a vital medium for 
transmitting thoughts and 
ideas, protecting the right 
for journalists and the me-
dia to speak out.
Furthermore, a 2019 rul-
ing by a Canadian court 
reasserted the protection 
of journalists from being 
included in injunctions in 
situations where they are 
ful� lling their professional 
duties.
� e court decision was made 
in the case of journalist Jus-
tin Brake, who was arrested 
in 2016 while documenting 
protests led by Indigenous 
land defenders at the Musk-
rat Falls hydro project site 
in Newfoundland and Lab-
rador. Brake faced crimi-
nal charges of mischief and 
disobeying a court order for 
following protesters onto 
the site, as well as civil con-
tempt proceedings.
Despite Brake’s victory in 
the court case, journalists 
have still been included in 
injunctions. In 2021, an-
other high-pro� le arrest of 
two Canadian journalists 
occurred in western Can-
ada. Amber Bracken and 
Michael Toledano were 
documenting Indigenous 
land defenders protecting 
Wet’suwet’en territory near 
Houston, British Columbia, 
from the construction of the 
Coastal GasLink pipeline 
when they were arrested.
� ey were held in deten-

tion by the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) for 
three days until they were 
released. In an interview, 
Toledano said he and Brack-
en were put in holding cells 
with the lights on 24 hours 
a day, minimally fed and 
denied access to both tooth-
brushes and soap. “We were 
given punitive jail treat-
ment,” Toledano explained. 
� ey faced charges of civ-
il contempt which were 
dropped a month later.
Even though I knew about 
these cases, had analysed 
numerous press freedom 
violations in Canada over 
the last few years, and had 
researched the di� erent 
ways in which journalists 
can experience harassment 
or intimidation, nothing 
prepared me for the expe-
rience. Since I was arrest-
ed, I have not had the same 
sense of security I used to 
have. � e stress, feeling like 
I have eyes on me at all times 
and waiting to see wheth-
er charges will be laid, has 
taken a mental toll on me. 
� is is not only exhausting 
but it distracts me from the 
very important and essential 
work I do as a journalist.
I have also, however, re-
ceived a lot of support. It has 
been genuinely heartwarm-
ing that Canadian and inter-
national journalists rallied 
behind me following my ar-
rest. Journalists’ solidarity in 
such cases is crucial. If just 
one journalist is arrested, it 
means that none of us are 

safe, and the freedom of the 
press isn’t secure.
I know that I did noth-
ing wrong and the charges 
against me are unjust. Be-
ing arrested won’t deter me 
from covering blockades, 
Indigenous-led protests or 
other demonstrations. How-
ever, I am concerned about 
how my arrest may discour-
age other journalists from 
reporting on these topics 
or working for independent 
outlets.
I have been covering 
pro-Palestine activism in 
Montreal for eight years, 
and more intensely over the 
last eight months due to the 
war in Gaza. For years I have 
been one the few journalists 
at these protests, and o� en, 
the only one covering these 
actions.
� e public must see what’s 
happening at these actions, 
whether they are pro-Pal-
estine demonstrations op-
posing Canada’s role in Pal-
estine or Indigenous land 
defenders opposing con-
struction on their territory.
Regardless of its judgment 
on the matter, the Canadian 
public has the right to know 
what fellow citizens are pro-
testing for and if they face 
police abuses. � e presence 
of a journalist can some-
times be the only guarantee 
that police and institutions 
are held to account if there 
are excesses.
However, there is a clear 
lack of political will among 
o�  cials to protect journal-

ists and make sure they can 
do their work undisturbed. 
Montreal Mayor Valerie 
Plante did not denounce my 
arrest or urge police to drop 
my charges. Instead, when 
asked for a comment on my 
arrest, her o�  ce stated that 
press freedoms are import-
ant and that they will allow 
police to carry out their in-
vestigation.
Just one city councillor 
wrote to the mayor’s o�  ce 
urging for my arrest to be 
denounced. Local politi-
cians have also been largely 
mute on detentions of other 
journalists, too, with few ex-
ceptions.
� e comment from the 
mayor’s o�  ce re� ects the 
attitude of most politicians 
in Canada, who otherwise 
readily declare their respect 
for freedom of expression.
On May 3, World Press Free-
dom Day, Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau put 
out a statement saying that 
“journalists are the bedrock 
of our democracy”. Yet he 
never took a stance to de-
fend Morin, Brake, Bracken, 
Toledano and many others 
who were arrested while on 
assignment. He, like many 
other politicians, falls short 
on words and action.
Until concrete steps are 
taken to prevent law en-
forcement o�  cers from in-
timidating or silencing jour-
nalists through arrest, press 
freedom will continue to be 
in danger in Canada. Jour-
nalists should be protected 
and their chartered rights 
should not be disregarded 
when certain subjects are 
covered. If journalists con-
tinue to be bullied out of 
doing their work, then the 
public is at risk of being kept 
in the dark about important 
events and developments.

� e views expressed in this 
article are the author’s own 
and do not necessarily re� ect 
our editorial stance.

Savanna Craig is a reporter, 
writer and video journalist 
covering social movements, 
policing and western imperi-
alism in the Middle East.
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In Canada, a pattern of police intimidation of 
journalists is emerging
� e silence from politicians over my arrest highlights the lack of political will to stop intimidation of 
journalists.

Worth
Noting:

• Canadian police can 
only suggest charges, so the 
prosecution has to decide 
whether or not to charge 
me. � is process alone can 
take anywhere from a few 
months to a year.
• I am the second 
journalist to be arrested in 
Canada while on assignment 
since the beginning of 2024.
• In January, jour-
nalist Brandi Morin was 
arrested and charged with 
obstruction in the province 
of Alberta while covering 
a police raid on a homeless 
encampment where many 
of the campers were Indig-
enous. It took two months 
of pressure for the police to 
drop the charges against her.
• Over the past few 
years, a pattern of arrests 
has emerged, with police 
speci� cally targeting jour-
nalists working freelance 
or with smaller outlets. 
Many of these journalists 
have been covering Indige-
nous-led protests or block-
ades. O� en they claim that 
the media workers they have 
come a� er “do not look like 
journalists”.

Demonstrators in support of Palestine rally to call for a cease� re, at Dorchester Square in Montreal, Canada on November 18, 2023 
[Alexis Aubin/AFP]

By: Savanna Craig
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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US vice presidential candidates: Everything you 
need to know
Al Jazeera looks at the VP position in the US, how candidates are chosen and their role in elections and governance.

America

� e vice presidency in the 
United States does not come 
with much power, yet the 
names of vice presidential 
nominees appear on the bal-
lot, yard signs and campaign 
merchandise next to the 
main candidates for presi-
dent.
Vice presidents can play an 
outsized role in the White 
House beyond the narrow 
authorities granted by the 
US Constitution. And as 
candidates, they can help 
carry the message of their 
campaign and boost it.
� is year, President Joe 
Biden Biden is expected to 
stick with Vice President 
Kamala Harris as his run-
ning mate. Former President 
Donald Trump is set to an-
nounce his VP pick during 
or shortly before the Repub-
lican National Convention 
next month.
� e VP is elected as part of 
the presidential ticket. So, 
if people vote for Biden’s 
re-election as president, 
they indirectly elect Harris 
for another four-year term 
as VP.
As the campaign season 
heats up, Al Jazeera looks at 
the VP position in the US 
and how vice presidential 
nominees are chosen.

What is the vice president’s 
role in the constitution?
Christopher Devine, a polit-
ical science professor at the 
University of Dayton who 
has written two books about 
vice presidential candidates, 
said the VP has a “very lim-
ited set of responsibilities” 
according to the constitu-
tion.
“� e VP takes over for the 
president if something hap-
pens – death, resignation or 
even in case of temporary 
incapacity. � at’s the big 
one,” Devine told Al Jazeera.
� e vice president also casts 
the tie-breaking vote in the 
Senate – something that 
Harris did regularly in the 
� rst two years of Biden’s 
presidency when the cham-
ber was split 50-50 between 
Republicans and Demo-
crats.
� e vice president is also the 
president of the Senate, but 
VPs have largely stopped 
presiding over legislative 
proceedings – a mostly cer-
emonial role – in past de-
cades.

What does the VP do be-
yond o�  cial duties?
Nowadays vice presidents 

act as presidential advisers. 
� ey are expected to be the 
“last person in the room” 
before the president makes 
major decisions, Devine 
said.
“� ey also play other roles, 
like being a liaison to Con-
gress, helping to negotiate 
on legislative matters,” he 
told Al Jazeera.
“Of course, they have some 
role in foreign policy – 
meeting with foreign heads 
of states or doing diplomatic 
missions, attending funerals 
and the like. So there’s lots 
that vice presidents do. But 
most of what they do is not 
required by the constitu-
tion.”

Who de� nes the role of the 
VP?
Modern US history has seen 
powerful vice presidents – 
like Dick Cheney, especial-
ly during George W Bush’s 
� rst term –  as well as ones 
who had a low pro� le and 
were not seen as pivotal to 
their administration, such 
as Mike Pence, Trump’s for-
mer VP.
Devine said the president 
ultimately shapes the role of 
the vice president.
“It’s really up to the individ-
ual presidents. So vice pres-
idents can be used as a great 
asset to advise the president 
on important matters. � ey 
could also be pushed to the 
side,” he told Al Jazeera.
Lindsay Chervinsky, a pres-
idential historian, said an-
other factor that determines 

vice presidents’ level of in-
� uence is their own experi-
ence and relationships.
For example, Cheney had 
served as a defence sec-
retary, congressman and 
White House chief of sta� .
“� ey need to have some-
thing that they can bring 
to the table in a way that 
allows them to call on their 
expertise and connections 
in order to make an impact,” 
Chervinsky said of vice 
presidents.

How are VP candidates 
chosen?
Unlike candidates for presi-
dent, VP candidates do not 
run in party primaries. � ey 
are chosen a� er the pres-
idential nominee is deter-
mined.
Presidential candidates pick 
their own running mates 
who then get the o�  cial 
nomination during their 
party’s convention.
Devine said candidates usu-
ally start with a long list of 
candidates and then start 
narrowing it down a� er 
rounds of interviews and 
background checks.
“� e vetting process is in-
credibly invasive because 
they’re trying to � nd out if 
there are any skeletons in 
the closet that could come 
out about the vice presiden-
tial candidate during the 
campaign,” Devine said.
“So they ask for tax records, 
medical records, they do 
interviews with people who 
have worked with the candi-

dates, with family members. 
� ey want to know every-
thing.”

What do presidential can-
didates look for in a run-
ning mate?
Chervinsky said candidates 
typically want their VP pick 
to be a good public speaker 
to advance the campaign’s 
message; being an “attack 
dog” who can e� ectively re-
buke opponents also helps.
“� ey’re also usually look-
ing for someone who is dif-
ferent from them in some 
way,” Chervinsky added.
� e considerations could 
include race, age, gender 
and experience, to help with 
so-called ticket-balancing, 
which is meant to broaden 
the appeal of the campaign.
For example, Biden picked 
Harris – a Black woman 
who is considerably young-
er than him. Barack Obama, 
a � rst-term senator at the 
time, chose Biden, who had 
been in the Senate for 35 
years.
Devine said beyond elector-
al politics, candidates also 
look for a capable governing 
partner.
 “� ey’re looking at who can 
help win the election, but 
they’re also looking at long 
term who can help govern 
once in o�  ce,” he said.

Do VP picks matter in elec-
tions?
Both Devine and Chervin-
sky said VP nominees do not 
make or break campaigns.

“To the extent they mat-
ter, it’s by in� uencing how 
people see the presidential 
candidates’ judgement,” said 
Devine. “Do they make re-
sponsible decisions or not?”

What about Trump’s VP 
pick?
Trump had fallen out with 
his former VP a� er Pence 
refused to use his ceremo-
nial role of counting the 
electoral college votes in 
Congress to reverse Biden’s 
victory.
“It’s clear that Trump is 
looking for someone who is 
loyal to him above all other 
things, including the consti-
tution,” Chervinsky said.
She added that he may 
choose a woman or a per-
son of colour as his running 
mate to appeal to those sub-
sets of voters.
Trump’s rumoured VP picks 
include Congresswoman 
Elise Stefanik, Senator Tim 
Scott, Senator JD Vance and 
North Dakota Governor 
Doug Burgum. Scott is the 
only Black Republican in the 
US Senate.
“Ideally, he should be look-
ing for someone who could 
be the responsible govern-
ing party partner, but I don’t 
really think that’s generally 
how his considerations are 
made,” Chervinsky said of 
Trump.

Source: Al Jazeera

Worth
Noting:

• Modern US his-
tory has seen powerful 
vice presidents – like Dick 
Cheney, especially during 
George W Bush’s � rst 
term –  as well as ones 
who had a low pro� le and 
were not seen as pivotal to 
their administration, such 
as Mike Pence, Trump’s 
former VP.
• Devine said the 
president ultimately 
shapes the role of the vice 
president.
• “It’s really up to 
the individual presidents. 
So vice presidents can be 
used as a great asset to 
advise the president on 
important matters. � ey 
could also be pushed to 
the side,” he told Al Ja-
zeera.
• Lindsay Chervin-
sky, a presidential histo-
rian, said another factor 
that determines vice pres-
idents’ level of in� uence is 
their own experience and 
relationships.
• For example, 
Cheney had served as a 
defence secretary, con-
gressman and White 
House chief of sta� .

Dick Cheney (le� ), George W Bush’s vice president, is seen as one of the most in� uential VPs in modern US politics [File: Doug 
Mills/AP Photo]

By: Ali Harb
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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World leaders are gathering 
in Switzerland for a summit 
aimed at pressuring Russia 
to end its war in Ukraine, 
but the absence of power-
ful allies of Moscow such as 
China is expected to blunt 
its potential impact.
United States Vice President 
Kamala Harris and the lead-
ers of the United Kingdom, 
Canada, France, Germany, 
Italy and Japan are among 
those who joined Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy at the summit on Sat-
urday.
All told, host Switzerland 
said more than 50 heads of 
state, as well as foreign min-
isters and lower-level dele-
gations from dozens more 
countries were set to attend. 
India, Turkey and Hungary, 
which maintain friendlier 
relations with Russia, also 
joined the event.
But China has stayed away 
a� er Russia was frozen out 
of proceedings a� er Mos-
cow dismissed the event as 
“futile”.
Without China, Western 
hopes of isolating Russia 
have faded, while recent 
military reverses on the bat-
tle� eld have put Ukrainian 
forces on the back foot.

“� e summit risks show-
ing the limits of Ukrainian 
diplomacy,” said Richard 
Gowan, United Nations di-
rector at the International 
Crisis Group.
“Nonetheless, it is also a 
chance for Ukraine to re-
mind the world that it is de-
fending the principles of the 
UN Charter.”
Nevertheless, speaking to 
reporters on Saturday, Zel-
enskyy predicted “history 
being made” at the confer-
ence.
Speaking alongside Swiss 
President Viola Amherd, 
Zelenskyy said the gathering 
itself was already a positive 
development.
“We have succeeded in 
bringing back to the world 
the idea that joint e� orts can 
stop war and establish a just 
peace,” he said.
He added those in atten-
dance must determine 
“what a just peace means for 
the world and how it can be 
achieved in a lasting way”.
� at vision, he said, can 
then be “communicated to 
the representatives of Rus-
sia”.
German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz, meanwhile, called 
the gathering an important 

step towards progress.
“Many questions of peace 
and security will be dis-
cussed, but not the very 
biggest. � at was always the 
plan,” he said, speaking to 
Welt TV before travelling to 
Switzerland.
“� is is a small plant that 
needs to be watered, but of 
course, also with the per-
spective that more can then 
come out of it.”
For his part, Polish President 
Andrzej Duda said the sum-
mit aimed to bring home to 
more geographically distant 
countries the scale of the 
threat to the world posed by 
Russia.

Moscow’s demands
On Friday, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin said his 
country would end the war 
if Ukraine agreed to drop its 
NATO ambitions and hand 
over the entirety of four 
provinces claimed by Mos-
cow – demands Kyiv swi� ly 
rejected as tantamount to 
surrender.
Ukraine, the US and other 
Western allies swi� ly dis-
missed Putin’s demands. 
Meanwhile, Scholz said: 
“Everyone knows that this 
was proposal wasn’t meant 

seriously, but had something 
to do with the peace confer-
ence in Switzerland.”
On Saturday, European 
Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen warned 
against any agreements 
that saw Russia remain in 
Ukrainian territory.
“Freezing the con� ict today, 
with foreign troops occupy-
ing Ukrainian land, is not 
the answer,” she said. “It is a 
recipe for future wars of ag-
gression.”
“Instead, we need to sup-
port a comprehensive, just 
and sustainable peace for 
Ukraine, one that restores 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
its territorial integrity,” she 
said.
Still, some saw Putin’s state-
ment as re� ecting growing 
con� dence that Russian 
forces have the upper hand 
in the war.
Russian troops, who already 
control vast swaths of east-
ern and southern Ukraine, 
have made territorial gains 
in recent months.
However, Ukrainian forces 
had recently regained large 
tracts of territory, notably 
near the southern city of 
Kherson and the northern 
city of Kharkiv.

Speaking to Al Jazeera from 
Kyiv, Peter Zalmayev, the 
director of the Eurasia De-
mocracy Initiative (EDI), 
said a pledge by G7 leaders 
earlier this week to use in-
terest from frozen Russian 
funds for a $50bn loan to 
Ukraine will serve as a “life-
line”.
Still, he said the war, which 
remains “lopsided” in Mos-
cow’s favour, has already 
turned into one of attrition 
for both countries.
Talks will likely be the only 
way to broker an eventual 
peace, he said, adding, “� e 
sides are as far away from 
each other as they’ve been 
throughout this entire con-
� ict.”
Russia has cast what it calls 
its special military opera-
tion in Ukraine as part of a 
broader struggle with the 
West, which it says wants to 
bring Russia to its knees.
Ukraine and the West re-
ject this and accuse Russia 
of waging an illegal war of 
conquest.

Source: Al Jazeera and news 
agencies

Worth
Noting:

• “� e summit 
risks showing the limits 
of Ukrainian diploma-
cy,” said Richard Gowan, 
United Nations director 
at the International Crisis 
Group.
• “Nonetheless, it is 
also a chance for Ukraine 
to remind the world that 
it is defending the princi-
ples of the UN Charter.”
• Nevertheless, 
speaking to reporters 
on Saturday, Zelenskyy 
predicted “history being 
made” at the conference.
• Speaking along-
side Swiss President Viola 
Amherd, Zelenskyy said 
the gathering itself was 
already a positive devel-
opment.
• “We have succeed-
ed in bringing back to the 
world the idea that joint 
e� orts can stop war and 
establish a just peace,” he 
said.
• He added those in 
attendance must deter-
mine “what a just peace 
means for the world and 
how it can be achieved in 
a lasting way”.

Ukraine’s Zelenskyy (centre) is welcomed by Switzerland’s ambassador to Ukraine Felix Baumann (le� ) and other o�  cials as he arrives at the Zurich airport before the 
Ukraine summit [Michael Buholzer/AFP]

Diaspora
Russia, China absent as world leaders meet for 
Ukraine peace conference
China’s non-participation in Switzerland summit raises questions over point of event, which Russia 
dismissed as ‘futile’.
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South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa was 
re-elected for a second term 
on Friday, a� er his hum-
bled ANC cobbled together 
an unprecedented coalition 
government.
Lawmakers in Cape Town 
voted overwhelmingly to 
put Ramaphosa, 71, back in 
o�  ce for another � ve years 
a� er the May 29 general 
election that produced no 
outright winner.
“I am humbled and hon-
oured that you, as members 
of the National Assembly, 
have... decided to elect me 
to be the President of the 
Republic of South Africa,” 
Ramaphosa said in his ac-
ceptance speech.
Last month’s election 
marked a historic turning 
point for South Africa, end-
ing three decades of dom-
inance by the African Na-
tional Congress of the late 
Nelson Mandela.
� e party that led the an-
ti-apartheid struggle won 
only 40 percent of the vote 
and, for the � rst time, lost 
its absolute majority in par-
liament.
It has now struck a deal to 
form what it calls a govern-
ment of national unity.
“� is is a historic juncture 
in the life of our country, 
which requires that we must 
work and act together,” Ra-

maphosa said.
ANC Secretary Gener-
al Fikile Mbalula said on 
Friday the broad coalition 
brings together a majority of 
the 18 parties that won rep-
resentation in the 400-seat 
National Assembly.
� ese include the cen-
tre-right Democratic Alli-
ance (DA), the Zulu nation-
alist Inkatha Freedom Party 
and other smaller groups.
Ramaphosa was re-elect-
ed by fellow MPs with 283 
votes in a secret ballot.
He saw o�  a last-minute 
challenge by Julius Male-
ma, the � rebrand leader of 
the radical le� ist Econom-
ic Freedom Fighters (EFF), 
whose candidacy gained 44 
votes.
Ramaphosa will be sworn 
in next week in Pretoria and 
then unveil his new cabinet.
South Africa’s BRICS ally 
China welcomed Ramapho-
sa’s re-election on Saturday, 
with President Xi Jinping 
sending him a congratula-
tory note, according to state 
media.
Earlier, Chief Justice Ray-
mond Zondo had opened 
the parliament’s � rst sitting, 
swearing in MPs in batches 
ahead of votes on the elec-
tion of a speaker and deputy 
speaker.
� e � rst post went to the 
ANC’s � oko Didiza and, in 

a � rst sign the power-shar-
ing deal was working, the 
second went to the DA’s An-
nelie Lotriet. Both are wom-
en and Lotriet is from South 
Africa’s white minority.

- ‘Illegal’ -
Lawmakers cast their ballot 
one by one in a lengthy cer-
emony held in a Cape Town 
convention centre, as the 
parliament building is being 
rebuilt a� er a 2022 � re.
EFF members took the oath 
wearing red overalls and in 
some cases rubber boots and 
plastic construction worker 
helmets.
� ey declined to support the 
incoming administration, 
having refused to counte-
nance joining an alliance 
with right-wing or white-led 
parties.
“� is is not a government 
of national unity, this is a 
grand coalition between the 
ANC and white monopoly 
capital. History will judge 
you harshly,” Malema said, 
a� er conceding defeat.
Gra� -tainted former presi-
dent Jacob Zuma’s new party 
uMkhonto weSizwe (MK), 
which came third in the 
election, has disputed the re-
sults and its MPs boycotted 
Friday’s sitting.
“� e sitting of the nation-
al assembly today as far 
as we’re concerned is ille-

gal and unconstitutional,” 
MK spokesman Nhlamulo 
Ndhlela told AFP.
A former trade unionist 
turned millionaire busi-
nessman, Ramaphosa will 
preside over a government 
combining radically di� er-
ent political views.
� e ANC is a historically 
pan-Africanist, progressive 
party of the le�  that has 
overseen welfare and eco-
nomic empowerment pro-
grammes for poor, black 
South Africans.
� e largest coalition par-
ty, the DA, pushes a liberal, 
free-market agenda. Smaller 
parties that are understood 
to have agreed to join the 
government range from the 
le�  to the far right.
“At the heart of this gov-
ernment of national unity 
statement is a shared respect 
and defence of our consti-
tution and the rule of law,” 
DA leader John Steenhuisen 
said.

- No easy road -
� e agreement extended to 
regional coalitions in Johan-
nesburg’s Gauteng province 
and in KwaZulu-Natal.
Zuma’s MK won the most 
votes in the latter but was 
le�  empty-handed as coali-
tion members managed to 
get a wafer-thin majority 
of 41 out of 80 provincial 

councillors.
Steenhuisen added that the 
coalition agreement includ-
ed a consensus mechanism 
to deal “with the disagree-
ments that will inevitably 
arise”.
“� is is not the end of the 
process. And the road ahead 
will not be an easy one,” 
Steenhuisen said, explaining 
that the two-week deadline 
imposed by the constitution 
to form a government did 
not leave enough time to 
iron out all details.
Ramaphosa � rst came to 
power in 2018 a� er Zuma 
was forced out under the 
cloud of corruption allega-
tions.
Under his watch South Af-
rica su� ered from record 
power cuts, the economy 
languished and crime re-
mained rife. Unemployment 
is at almost 33 percent.
He will now have the ardu-
ous task to bridge con� ict-
ing views within govern-
ment to turn around South 
Africa’s economic fortunes.
“Rapid, inclusive and sus-
tainable economic growth” 
was listed as a top priority in 
a dra�  of the coalition deal.
GDP grew by only 0.6 per-
cent in 2023 and was down 
0.1 percent in the � rst three 
months of 2024.

Worth
Noting:

• ANC Secretary 
General Fikile Mbalula 
said on Friday the broad 
coalition brings together a 
majority of the 18 parties 
that won representation 
in the 400-seat National 
Assembly.
• � ese include 
the centre-right Demo-
cratic Alliance (DA), the 
Zulu nationalist Inkatha 
Freedom Party and other 
smaller groups.
• Ramaphosa was 
re-elected by fellow MPs 
with 283 votes in a secret 
ballot.
• He saw o�  a 
last-minute challenge 
by Julius Malema, the 
� rebrand leader of the 
radical le� ist Economic 
Freedom Fighters (EFF), 
whose candidacy gained 
44 votes.
• Ramaphosa will 
be sworn in next week in 
Pretoria and then unveil 
his new cabinet.
• South Africa’s 
BRICS ally China wel-
comed Ramaphosa’s 
re-election on Saturday, 
with President Xi Jinping 
sending him a congratu-
latory note, according to 
state media.

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa smiles a� er being re-elected as the leader for the African National Congress (ANC) in Johannesburg on December 19, 2022. | 
PHILL MAGAKOE / AFP

Diaspora
South Africa’s Ramaphosa re-elected a� er coalition 
deal
South African President Cyril Ramaphosa was re-elected for a second term on Friday, a� er his humbled 
ANC cobbled together an unprecedented coalition government.
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Abstract:  Grain is a com-
plex product as a biological 
object. Each part of it, like 
the entire grain, carries in 
itself certain information 
about the given output and 
quality of the � nished prod-
uct, the technological meth-
ods necessary to obtain it 
and the regime parameters 
necessary in the conduct of 
the technological process.

Keyword: cereals, breakfast 
cereals, dairy products, ce-
reals.

� e microstructure of the 
starchy part of the grain 
endosperm is of great tech-
nological importance. A mi-
crograph of the central part 
of the endosperm is shown 
in Figure 3.4. Grain cells will 
be � lled with starch gran-
ules and surrounded by a 
number of proteins. Protein 
layers are well developed 
in wheat and barley grains, 
starch granules have di� er-
ent areas (from 1 µm to 50 
µm).
     � e microstructure 
of the starchy part of the 
grain endosperm is of great 
technological importance.A 
micrograph of the central 
part of the endosperm is 
shown in Figure 3.4. Grain 
cells will be � lled with starch 
granules and surrounded by 
a number of proteins. Pro-
tein layers are well devel-
oped in wheat and barley 
grains, starch granules have 
di� erent areas (from 1 µm to 
50 µm).
     � e grain of buck-
wheat and rice has a size 
from 2 microns to 10 mi-
crons in starch granules and 
very little protein between 
starch granules. � us, this 
isolation is the reason that 
the endosperm of precious 
masterpieces of cereals is 
very thin and durable.
     � e endosperm of 
oatmeal is characterized by a 

porous microstructure, and 
starch granules are weakly 
bound to protein layers.
     In the endosperm 
of rice and buckwheat 
grains, starch granules form 
complex processes. In the 
endosperm of rice, the ques-
tion of protein arises, and 
this is the granules question. 
� ese proteins are unreliable 
for the formation of protein 
layers between starch gran-
ules. Today, individual cop-
ies of this culture are kept in 
museums and private collec-
tions.
     See the micrograph 
of the central part of the en-
dosperm of various cereals: 
a-wheat; b-rye; c-barley; 
g-oats; g-rice; e-buckwheat.
� e preparation and frac-
tional distribution of starch 
granules in wheat grain by 
weight is shown in Table 3.1.

In all wheat grains, the � ne 
fraction of starch granules 
by size is higher than 90.0% 
and up to 97.5%, but in 
terms of volume mass they 
are low in quantity
- 7.3% to 19.1%. In the en-
dosperm of wheat grain, 
the main mass of starch is 
formed by large and medi-
um starch granules.
Microtosing of the wheat 
endosperm determines the 
properties of the grain. With 
an increase in the number of 
starch granules with moder-
ate arithmetic dimensions, 
the amount of protein in the 
grain also increases. When 
the amount of small starch 
granules is high, the amount 
of protein in the endosperm 
decreases the grain con-
stantly participates in the 
process of heat and moisture 
exchange with the environ-
ment. � is process develops 
much more intensively when 
drying grain and hydrother-
mal treatment of grain. Heat 
displacement is determined 
by the speci� c heat capaci-

ty, thermal conductivity and 
temperature permeability of 
the grain, depending on the 
moisture and temperature of 
the grain.
When preparing grain for 
� our weighing in a mill, 
the grain is moistened with 
room temperature or heat-
ed water, or with saturat-
ed water vapor at normal 
atmospheric pressure. In 
the production of cereals, 
the modes of hydrothermal 
processing of grain include: 
steaming, drying, cooling, 
basing grain in heated water. 
In all variants of hydrother-
mal treatment, each grain 
is processed not into grain 
� oors.
� e change in the state of 
� e Associated water also 
quickly a� ects the proper-
ties of the grain. � is makes 
it possible to actively in� u-
ence the technological prop-
erties of the grain.
In this case, such modes of 
water and Heat are selected 
so that the grain has optimal 
indicators of technological 
properties.
In the manufacture of prod-
ucts with reduced cooking 
time and do not require 
cooking, the raw materi-
als (� our and cereals) are 
a� ected by moisture and 
heat. Raw materials in the 
production of fast-ripening 
barley and wheat cereals 
(barley and wheat cereals) 
25...It is soaked up to 27%, 
evaporated 3 min at a vapor 
pressure of 0.1 MPa and 23 
before patching the cereals...
Dried to 25% moisture. 12 
in a ready-made patched 
cereal dryer...Dried to 14% 
moisture. Barley, grechikha, 
oats and rice, which do not 
require cooking, are mixed 
with untreated � our water 
in its production (the ratio 
of � our and water is 1:1.5 to 
1:4, depending on the type 
of � our). � e resulting par-
ticle solution is 40...Heated 

to 50 0s and 140 in valli dry-
ers...Dried at a temperature 
of 150 0s. � e dried product 
is ground into � our. � eir 
microstructure changes 
when the semolina and it are 
exposed to water and heat. A 
photo of a barley � our mi-
crostructure that does not 
require cooking is shown in 
Figure 3.2.
Change in microstructure 
when exposed to barley 
� our with water and heat: 
a-untreated barley � our; 
B,V – barley � our that does 
not require cooking; G-bar-
ley � our processed at a tem-
perature of 150 0s in extrud-
er.
In the untreated barley � our 
microstructure (� gure 3.5, 
a), starch granules and pro-
tein layers are well visible. In 
barley � our, which does not 
require cooking (� gure 3.5, 
B, v), under the in� uence 
of heat, the protein is dena-
tured and the starch gran-
ules are completely glued. 
As a result of processing into 
it with high temperatures 
and strong mechanical ac-
tion in the extruder, as well 
as instantly drying out the 
particle solution at the exit 
from the extruder, the starch 
granules of the � our are 
glued and a crease is formed 
on the surface.
When � ours that do not 
require cooking are mixed 
with water or milk with a 
temperature of 45-50 0s (in 
a 1:10 ratio), porridge is 
formed that does not require 
ready-made cooking. Flours 
that do not require cooking 
are mainly used for young 
children and dietary tastes.
Modern ideas about the re-
lationship of various prop-
erties of grain G.A. Egorov’s 
works are given much more 
logically. � e main idea of 
the author is that grain as 
an object of processing has 
the four most general prop-
erties. � ese properties are 
transformed into � ve groups 
of primary properties, qual-
ity characteristics and char-
acteristics of the structure: 
anatomical structure and 
microstructure characteris-
tics, biological, physical and 
chemical, mechanical struc-
ture, biochemical properties 
and chemical composition. 
Initial properties and quality 
marks a� ect the technologi-
cal properties of secondary, 
including grain, which are 
completely dependent on 
them.
� e scheme of correlation of 
various properties of grain 
(sx 1) shows that the e� ec-
tiveness of the � our or ce-
real industry, as well as the 

quality of the � nished prod-
uct (� our, cereals), is deter-
mined by the technological 
properties of the grain.
� e optimization of these 
properties is provided by 
hydrothermal treatment 
(GTI), as a result of which 
their transformation occurs. 
� e technological proper-
ties of grain depend on its 
anatomical structure and 
physical-chemical, mechan-
ical structure, biochemi-
cal, physical thermal and 
hydrothermal properties. 
� e biological properties of 
grain take the place of dom-
ination, and this determines 
their managerial role. In the 
scheme, a clear hierarchy of 
various properties of grain 
at a su�  cient level is vis-
ible. � is shows the basic 
interactions between groups 
of properties using simple 
lines. � e scheme shows 
only the correct connec-
tions, although in practice 
there are many inverse con-
nections that are character-
istic of all living organisms.
Anatomical structure of 
grain. � e grains of all bushy 
crops consist of murtak, en-
dosperm (Reserve substanc-
es) and bark (fruit and seed 
pods). Each anatomical part 
of the grain consists of mul-
ticellular tissues that have a 
di� erent moisture content 
and perform di� erent tasks, 
thus di� ering from each 
other in their structure by 
their speci� c properties, 
structural-mechanical prop-
erties and chemical compo-
sition.
� e anatomical structure of 
the grain a� ects many phys-
ical indicators that are used 
when considering it as a raw 
material for obtaining � our, 
cereals and omixta-feed. In 
practical technology, the an-
atomical structure of grain 
is considered from two po-
sitions:
   1. What technological 
methods are most e� ective 
when choosing the main 
technological operations;
    2. What is the output of 
the product and what qual-
ity is achieved in this.

Askarova Khurshida Ekram’s 
daughter
4th year student of Berdak 
Karakalpak State University, 
Faculty of Chemical Tech-
nology, Department of Food 
Technology
Republic of Uzbekistan, 
Tashkent region.

Worth
Noting:

• � e microstruc-
ture of the starchy part 
of the grain endosperm 
is of great technological 
importance.A micrograph 
of the central part of the 
endosperm is shown in 
Figure 3.4. Grain cells 
will be � lled with starch 
granules and surrounded 
by a number of proteins. 
Protein layers are well 
developed in wheat and 
barley grains, starch gran-
ules have di� erent areas 
(from 1 µm to 50 µm).
• � e grain of 
buckwheat and rice has a 
size from 2 microns to 10 
microns in starch gran-
ules and very little protein 
between starch granules. 
� us, this isolation is the 
reason that the endo-
sperm of precious mas-
terpieces of cereals is very 
thin and durable.
• � e endosperm of 
oatmeal is characterized 
by a porous microstruc-
ture, and starch granules 
are weakly bound to pro-
tein layers.

Diaspora
Chemical Composition And Nutritional Value Of 
� e Clover
� e microstructure of the starchy part of the grain endosperm is of great technological importance. 
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“How di�  cult it is to give 
birth and raise a person, 
but how easy it is to kill” 
Ch. Aitmatov’s work “White 
Ship” attracts the reader 
with its sincerity. � e child’s 
thoughts are depicted in 
such an emotional way that 
we feel like we are in that 
situation. � e more times 
I read the work, the more I 
think about the images. � e 
work focuses on the issue 
of family. (Loneliness of a 
child, longing for his father, 
childlessness of Orozqul, 
su� erings of a believing old 
man). A white ship is a sym-
bol of love. 
� at’s why the boy always 
wants to go to the White 
Ship. � e faithful old man is 
the epitome of a hardwork-
ing, intelligent person. He 
has noble qualities, but he 
does not always follow the 
right path. � e reason for 
this is Orozqul - the worries 
of the world. � e nature of a 
child (heart) needs kindness 
and kindness. 
He begs Mother Reindeer 
to help Orozkul. � e moth-
er deer is faith. � e inability 
of a person to stand � rm in 
his faith caused the wound-
ing of the soul. Ch. Aitma-
tov emphasizes that laziness 
in the matter of faith is the 
cause of a great tragedy, 
the loss of human humani-
ty. � e work teaches to live 
with special attention in ev-
ery aspect of life. � e � rst 

issue is purity of heart; � e 
second is halal sustenance; 
� e third is � rmness of be-
lief; � ese three issues are 
symbolized by the example 
of a child’s life. It seems to 
me that Ch. Aitmatov is en-
couraging people to protect 
their hearts and treat them 
with extreme care.  
How innocent a child’s heart 
is. 
                 Chingiz Ait-
matov’s story tells about the 
innocent heart of a 7-year-
old orphan boy living on 
the banks of Issyk-Kul, his 
world, his simple outlook 
and how truthful he is. � e 
boy lived in his own world. 
He believed only in the 
sincere tales of his grand-
father. Shokhdar used to 
imagine the story of Mother 
Deer, which was told by her 
grandfather, in connection 
with her life. Some people 
are hard-pressed, others do 
not appreciate the gi�  of a 
child and give it up. 
� e most interesting thing 
is that this contradiction 
is depicted side by side in 
the work. Grandpa’s eldest 
daughter has been su� ering 
from childlessness for sever-
al years, while his youngest 
daughter has abandoned her 
mother. Bukey We, the read-
ers, know little about how 
the aunt felt every time she 
saw the child and talked to 
him, and what kind of pain 
she felt in her heart. 

� e character of the child 
in the work is described ob-
jectively and sincerely. Even 
though the child’s name is 
not given, we can know how 
simple and gentle he was. 
One may wonder why he 
was not a cheerful child like 
other children, who splash-
es blue when he hits the 
ground. First, the child was 
alone without parents. 
He only had love for Baba 
Momin. Other children 
play with their peers and 
talk with them, but our hero 
considered the briefcase and 
binoculars to be his con� -
dants. He told them his se-
crets, he considered these 
things better than the people 
around him. 
� at’s why he was very sim-
ple and lonely. Secondly, 
there were only three fami-
lies where the boy lived. And 
in these families he had no 
peer. � e boy lived in his 
own world. He believed in 
his grandfather’s tales. He 
respected his grandfather. 
We can call the character of 
Grandfather Momin in the 
play “a hero caught between 
two grasses”. He loves and 
honors his grandson with all 
his being. 
At the same time, he is afraid 
that his daughter will be un-
happy, he does not want her 
to su� er. � at’s why he has 
to kill the deer. Maybe he 
wanted to put an end to his 
daughter’s unhappiness. � e 

most impressive point of the 
play was that the deer died 
and the boy had no faith in 
anyone in this world. 
� e fact that his last hope is 
among the causes of this ter-
rible and despicable event, 
that is, that his grandfather 
also has a hand in this case, 
encourages the boy to leave 
this environment. In some 
sense, the child wants to 
achieve his dream. He wants 
to turn into a � sh and swim 
away from this ugly scene to 
his White Ship. But unfortu-
nately, life could not ful� ll 
the dream of such an inno-
cent child. It took him away 
forever.
                 Adults think 
based on what they see in 
the world, and children live 
in the world of dreams. � e 
love he saw from the boy’s 
grandfather was not always 
good for him. His only fault 
was that he was an orphan. 
Why is it that sometimes 
adults do not know the re-
ward of a sin that a young 
child knows, or have som 
e people become so unjust 
and greedy, why are there 
countless injustices in the 
world, and the house of 
justice is always only in the 
presence of God.
             � e main charac-
ter of the work is a 7-year-
old boy who had two fairy 
tales and then none le� . His 
friends are speechless stones 
and � owers, and his inter-

locutors are binoculars and 
briefcases. Dreams are also 
special � sh to go around to 
the “White Ship”, to see his 
father, to surprise everyone. 
He has a strange world. 
Despite the fact that his par-
ents abandoned him and he 
was far from people, he was 
happy in this world with his 
fairy tales. His grandfather 
Momin was a father instead 
of a father, and a mother 
instead of a mother. “Both 
the old and the young used 
to call him “san” and make 
silly jokes - the old man was 
easygoing, he could not be 
reckoned with - the old man 
was handsome.”  But life 
forced old Mo’min to wound 
the deer, which he trusted 
and was proud of for a life-
time, with an arrow shot 
from his own hand. 
� is bullet killed not only 
the present, but also the 
grandfather’s past and the 
child’s future. On one side, 
the child is hard on the 
parents, on the other hand, 
the parents are hard on the 
child. God did not give chil-
dren to Orozgul and Bekey. 
He used to drink and take all 
his pain from his wife, like 
an animal. 
As for Bekey, her face was 
covered in tears from the 

Worth
Noting:

o Chingiz Aitmatov’s 
story tells about the inno-
cent heart of a 7-year-old 
orphan boy living on the 
banks of Issyk-Kul, his 
world, his simple outlook 
and how truthful he is. � e 
boy lived in his own world. 
He believed only in the 
sincere tales of his grand-
father. Shokhdar used to 
imagine the story of Mother 
Deer, which was told by her 
grandfather, in connection 
with her life. Some people 
are hard-pressed, others do 
not appreciate the gi�  of a 
child and give it up. 
• � e most interesting 
thing is that this contra-
diction is depicted side by 
side in the work. Grandpa’s 
eldest daughter has been 
su� ering from childlessness 
for several years, while his 
youngest daughter has aban-
doned her mother. Bukey 
We, the readers, know little 
about how the aunt felt 
every time she saw the child 
and talked to him, and what 
kind of pain she felt in her 
heart. 

Chingiz Aimatov

 .................................
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Analysis Of Chingiz Aimatov’s ‘White Ship’

Chingiz Aitmatov’s story tells about the innocent heart of a 7-year-old orphan boy living on the banks of 
Issyk-Kul, his world, his simple outlook and how truthful he is. 
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beating, and even if she was 
crippled, she would not give 
up her husband for some 
reason.    � e boy was con-
sumed by the worries of 
this world. Maybe he would 
be able to stand tall if there 
were people leaning on him. 
� ere was a believing old 
man. 
But the light of goodness 
that burned inside him was 
extinguished by the wind of 
ignorance blown by Oroz-
kul. A boy who is always for-
gotten died in this darkness 
before reaching the White 
Ship. Childhood is an inno-
cent world, a happy time. 
� e boy also wanted to turn 
the fairy tales he heard into 
life, and his life into fairy 
tales. He was thirsty for 
goodness, but he didn’t get 
it from his grandmother, 
who constantly repeats the 
child’s godliness, Orozkul 
and Aunt Bekey, who always 
begs them to bring a cradle 
from the antlered deer, from 
� owers and stones without 
language, the antlered deer. 
He found it from his fairy 

tales, from his visions of the 
distant White Ship in the Is-
syk-Kol basin. � e goodness 
and purity of his little heart 
could not be accommodated 
by the world that embraced 
so many Orozguls.  Just like 
Exupery’s little prince, he 
le�  people and the world. 
Man should throw himself 
from the shore into the sea 
like an easy � sh! � en he 
will feel the taste of freedom 
and release the shackles of 
his desires and gain his pow-
er! � at is, he will go to the 
highway again. 
                One of the big-
gest factors that motivates a 
person to live in this world is 
his faith. Whether it is faith 
in the ful� llment of dreams, 
or faith in God, everyone 
has the same task: a reason, 
a goal to live, to be alive. 
A person always wishes for 
good. No one ever wants or 
dreams of bad consequences 
for him. In the same way, the 
boy who is the hero of the 
story just dreamed (perhaps 
the goal) and his dream had 
to end with good, his fairy 

tale had to end with good, 
but... Of course, not every-
thing in the world is always 
as we want it to be. 
On the one hand, maybe it 
is good that the dreams of a 
child are expressed through 
bubbles in the water, in any 
case, God Almighty And 
everyone passes the tests 
according to their own con-
dition. Someone is patient, 
with kindness, and someone 
is ignorant like Orozkul.  
I don’t think it’s good to be 
too polite like the Old Be-
liever, who is a believer for 
everyone, does no harm to 
anyone, and always shares 
good deeds. Sel� sh people 
always use people like Mo-
min Chol for their own ben-
e� t. 
As if they were laughing at 
him. However, he is a per-
sistent father. A father is 
ready to do everything in 
his power not to disappoint 
his daughter. Her son-in-law 
despised her and endured 
all the humiliation for her 
daughter. 
Even when they did not re-

spect his age, he thought 
of his granddaughter and 
daughter. � e tragic death of 
a child who needed no one 
but his grandfather is a sad 
situation. Because the envi-
ronment in the house where 
the child lives is so bad that 
it is clear that any child’s ed-
ucation will be damaged. 
It is a tragedy to live in a 
family where there is no 
concept of compassion.  
� e people around him are 
so indi� erent and self-ab-
sorbed that the life of a child 
who has not yet understood 
life has become a disaster. 
� e sailor father, who is 
in his dreams, is in love to 
meet the white ship that he 
observes through binoculars 
from the top of the moun-
tain. He � rmly believed that 
if a � sh dives into Issyk-Kol, 
his intention will come true. 
A child who never enjoyed a 
father’s love could talk to his 
father only in his thoughts. 
What was the sin of a child 
who did not even notice that 
his grandfather jerked him 
because of his upbringing? 

Maybe he would become a 
good person in the future af-
ter studying. When he grew 
up, he could � nd his father 
and mother. 
� e boy could not stand 
the cruel slaughter of the 
mother deer. Sincere feel-
ings in his heart prompted 
him to leave as soon as pos-
sible. He believed that if he 
jumps into the lake, he will 
be happy and everything 
will fall into place.   As soon 
as possible, he le�  there and 
tried to reach the white ship.  
But the path he chose led to 
tragedy.
            In conclusion, what 
does the writer want to say 
from the novel? He only 
cares for the world on the 
basis of a child, wanting it 
to be pure and full. Every-
one can distinguish between 
good and bad from the 
work, and does not fall into 
ignorance. 
� rough the child, I learned 
to be patient, to do good 
deeds, to love and protect 
nature, and to be resilient. 
It was as if he had revealed 
the ins and outs of the dirty 
deeds of this world by seeing 
through a really sympathetic 
child. � e boy did not � t in 
this dirty world.

Used literature: “White 
ship” Chingiz Aymatov
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a medal. An article was also 
published in the book “Belar-
us” and received a mark. He 
writes many artistic and sci-
enti� c articles.

Worth
Noting:

• � is bullet killed 
not only the present, but 
also the grandfather’s past 
and the child’s future. On 
one side, the child is hard 
on the parents, on the 
other hand, the parents 
are hard on the child. God 
did not give children to 
Orozgul and Bekey. He 
used to drink and take 
all his pain from his wife, 
like an animal. 
• As for Bekey, her 
face was covered in tears 
from the beating, and 
even if she was crippled, 
she would not give up her 
husband for some reason.    
� e boy was consumed by 
the worries of this world. 
Maybe he would be able 
to stand tall if there were 
people leaning on him. 
� ere was a believing old 
man. 
But the light of goodness 
that burned inside him 
was extinguished by the 
wind of ignorance blown 
by Orozkul. 

Chingiz Aimatov

By: Sotvoldiyeva Nodirabegim
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Analysis Of Chingiz Aimatov’s ‘White Ship’

Momin in the play “a hero caught between two grasses”. He loves and honors his grandson with all his 
being. 



Kenyan Esther Kimani bags £50,000 for inventing 
crop pest detection device
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Nigeria’s President Tinubu falls over during 
ceremony

By: BRUHAN MAKONG 

Esther Kimani, a Kenyan, has been 
named the winner of Africa’s biggest 
engineering prize, the Royal Acade-
my of Engineering’s Africa Prize for 
Engineering Innovation. 
� e Academy announced Kimani’s 
win on June 13 in a live � nals event. 
It settled on her early crop pest and 
disease detection device for its abili-
ty to swi� ly detect and identify agri-
cultural pests and diseases, reducing 
crop losses for smallholder farmers 
by up to 30 percent. 
“My parents would lose up to 40 
per cent of their crops each farming 
season, which a� ected our standard 
of living. We are empowering small-
holder farmers, many of whom are 
women, to increase their income. 
We aim to scale to one million farm-
ers in the next � ve years,” she said. 
� e solar-powered tool uses com-
puter vision algorithms and ad-
vanced machine learning to detect 
and identify crop pests, pathogens 
or diseases, as well as the nature of 
the infection or infestation. 
� e device then noti� es the farmer 
via SMS. 

� is a� ordable alternative to tra-
ditional detection methods leases 
for just $3 per month, signi� cantly 
cheaper than hiring drones or agri-
cultural inspectors. 
Founded by the Royal Academy of 
Engineering in 2014, the prize seeks 
to support innovators developing 
sustainable and scalable engineering 
solutions to local challenges in Af-
rica. 

Growing alumni 
� is year has seen the Africa Prize 
alumni community grow to almost 
150 entrepreneurs from 23 coun-
tries, who together have generated 
more than 28,000 jobs and bene� t-
ted more than 10 million people on 
the continent through their innova-
tive products and services.
To celebrate the 10th anniversary 
of the Prize, the Royal Academy of 
Engineering hosted the Africa Prize 
Alumni Reunion, bringing together 
100 innovators from the past decade 
for a three-day programme ahead of 
the � nal ceremony. 
Kimani received £50,000, the largest 
award since inception, to further de-
velop the device. 

� e four � nalists delivered their � -
nal business pitch to the Academy 
judges and an in-person audience of 
approximately 700. 

� ree runners up received £15,000 
each to develop their innovations. 
� ey are Kenya’s Kevin Maina, Rory 
Assandey from Côte d’Ivoire and 

Martin Tumusiime from Uganda. 

BBC

Nigeria’s President Bola Tinubu 
slipped and fallen over at an o�  cial 
event to mark 25 years of democracy 
in the country. 
� e president, 72, fell as he climbed 
the steps on a vehicle which was 
supposed to take him around Eagle 
Square in the capital, Abuja. 
He had to be helped to get back to 
his feet. 
One of his aides described it as a 
“mild misstep” and said the presi-
dent had been able to continue with 
the rest of the programme. 
“He immediately went on with the 
ceremonial rounds. No issues,” 
wrote presidential aide Dada Oluse-
gun on X. 
Mr Tinubu’s closest challenger 
during last year’s election, Atiku 
Abubakar, expressed his sympathy. 
“I sincerely sympathise with Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu over this unfortu-
nate incident as he was set to review 
the parade on Democracy Day. I do 
hope that all is well with him,” he 
wrote on X. 
Popular politician and activist She-
hu Sani said it was no big deal, and 
that the incident showed the presi-
dent is no di� erent to anyone else. 

“Not Just President Tinubu, anyone 
alive can trip and fall; it happened 
to President Biden and Fidel Castro. 
Presidents are human beings and 
mortals.”
X user Arinze Odira said the fall was 
“scary to watch”. 
Another Nigerian Charles Awuz-
ie posted on Facebook that he got 
emotional a� er seeing the clip. 
“Whether it is President Biden or 
President Tinubu, I usually feel hurt 
when a human gets hurt in the place 
of service. I wish the president well.” 
While most Nigerians have ex-
pressed their sympathy and best 
wishes, for some it has reignited 
questions about his health, which 
were raised by his opponents during 
the campaign for last year’s tightly 
contested election. 

Nigeria’s President Bola Tinubu
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