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If polls are to be believed, an era of 14 years of Conservative
governments is about to end.

Greedy Politicians

Named and shamed ‘greedy politicians unmasked in UK’s Gamblegate scandal’:

CASH-STARVED CONSERVATIVES SEEK LIFELINE,
BIG DONORS PULL THE PLUG, ILLEGAL BETTING
CLAIMS ROCK ELECTION DAY

By: Shamlal Puri
Associate Publisher

& Senior Editor - UK
shamlalpurid@gmail.com

Next week, the UK will elect
a new government, and vot-
ers hope a new dawn in the
troubled politics of the British
Isles will herald a new era on
July 5.

If polls are to be believed, an
era of 14 years of Conserva-
tive governments is about to
end.

But these are troubled times
in British politics.

Forget the happiness Britons
are looking forward to; the
elections have turned into a
fiasco, a circus in which some
politicians have been caught
with their fingers in the till.
Confusion, chaos, crisis, con-
spiracies, questions, and crazy

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO OO OO OO O]

Oral Microflora P 4

Motivation

Skillful Description Of
Stronger Uzbeki Women

Page 8

News Backpage
Generation Z: A Force That
Cannot Be Ignored in Kenya

¢ Digspora Times Glota®

TheDi mes G
‘

-

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak came out with new vigour to argue with his Labour Party op-
ponent Sir Keir Starmer in Nottingham on Wednesday. Photo Courtesy BBC

allegations against the con-
duct of both Conservatives,
also called Tories, and the
opposition Labour continued
to create political tremors as
the United Kingdom clocked
run-up of the final days of the
polls on July 4.

To add to the woes of the
Conservatives, major donors
have been pulling the plug on
the million Pounds donations
to the Party.

Aware that Rishi Sunak was
heading for a disastrous loss
in the polls, a group of anony-
mous Tory Party donors who
had given over £5 million
to the Party decided not to
make any further payments,
Individual donors giving any-
thing up to £15,000 have also
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Kenya protesters call for President
Ruto’s removal after tax bill dropped

Demonstrations continue across Kenya
Kenya

Explainer: How Democrats could
replace Biden as presidential
candidate before November

| PRESIR/TAL

America

Page 16

A Closer Examination of the US Dis-
information Campaign Against China
China
Asia

Page 18

Haiti PM travels to US as Kenyan
police patrol capital
Haitian Prime Minister Garry Conille
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‘Not afraid to die’: Kenya tax protests inspire broader demand for

change

“You can't kill us all” a protester
shouts as heavily armed riot police
charge at him.

He stands his ground, water bottle in
hand, occasionally splashing water
on his face, his eyes visibly irritated
by tear gas smoke floating in the air
and choking police and protesters

Enjoy Endless Wildlife and Safari *.__

alike.

A group of protesters push forward
towards him. They chant, “We are
peaceful, we are peaceful” Some
raise their hands above their heads,
others kneel down, intent to demon-
strate the non-violent nature of the
protests to the police.

S

Suddenly, sirens blare.

Then,

streets to protest against a controver-

pink-coloured water scatters the
crowd as a water canon blocks dem-
onstrators from advancing towards
Parliament Buildings.

These scenes have been played out
over and over again this past week
in Kenya as angry youth took to the

sial tax bill, that many say would have
made essential commodities costlier.
President William Ruto, who advo-

Experiences in Kenya
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What is Hezbollah, the Iranian-backed group that
could go to all-out war against Israel?

brother” of fledgling Irani-
an-backed groups that “do
not enjoy the same level of
infrastructure or discipline”
Hezbollah is bound to Iran
by doctrine. However, its
relationship with Hamas, an
offshoot of the Sunni Mus-
lim Brotherhood move-
ment, is based on pragma-
tism.

In recent years, some
Hamas officials, including
its former second-in-com-
mand, Saleh al-Arouri, have
since moved to Lebanon,
where they have Hezbollah’s
protection and a presence
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. Shiite Muslim

Hezbollah is part of a col-
lection of Iranian-backed
factions and governments

known as the Axis of Re- across Lebanon’s multiple
sistance. FILE - Supporters of the Iranian-backed Hezbollah group listen to a speech by Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah speak- Palestinian refugee camps.
. T (b ing via a video link, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, May 14, 2024. Arouri was killed in an
roup that Iran backed . . . L Israeli drone strike in a
group After more than eight nian-backed factions and government. other sites in northern Isra- ) .
southern Beirut suburb in

and used as a way to ex-

port its brand of political

Islamism.

. In its early days
the group attacked U.S.
targets, causing Wash-
ington to designate it a
terrorist organization.
. “Iran’s support
has helped Hezbollah

consolidate its position as
Lebanon’s most powerful

political actor as well as
the most-equipped mil-

itary actor supported by

Iran in the whole of the
Middle East,” said Lina

Khatib, the director of the
SOAS Middle East Insti-

tute in London.

. Hezbollah fight-
ers ambushed an Israeli
patrol in 2006 and took
two Israeli soldiers hos-

tage. Hezbollah and Israel
fought a month-long war
that ended in a draw but

Israeli bombardment
wreaked widespread
destruction in southern
Lebanon.

months of low-scale con-
flict, Israel and the Lebanese
militant group Hezbollah
are threatening all-out war.
The United States and the
international ~community
are lobbying for calm and
hopeful for a diplomat-
ic solution. They have not
been successful so far and
time for a political settle-
ment could be expiring.
Should war break out, Isra-
el would face a much more
formidable foe in Lebanon
than it faced in Hamas in
the Gaza Strip.

Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah warned Israel
last week that his group has
new weapons and capabil-
ities, and it has published
surveillance drone footage
taken deep inside northern
Israel that showed the port
of Haifa and other sites far
from the Lebanon-Israel
border.

A look at how Hezbollah
became what many call the
strongest non-state force in
the region.

What is Hezbollah?
Founded in 1982 during
Lebanon’s civil war, Hez-
bollals initial objective was
ending Israel’s occupation
of southern Lebanon. It
achieved that in 2000.
Shiite Muslim Hezbollah is
part of a collection of Ira-
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governments known as the
Axis of Resistance.

It was the first group that
Iran backed and used as a
way to export its brand of
political Islamism.

In its early days the group
attacked U.S. targets, caus-
ing Washington to desig-
nate it a terrorist organiza-
tion.

“Iran’s support has helped
Hezbollah consolidate its
position as Lebanon’s most
powerful political actor as
well as the most-equipped
military actor support-
ed by Iran in the whole of
the Middle East,” said Lina
Khatib, the director of the
SOAS Middle East Institute
in London.

Hezbollah fighters am-
bushed an Israeli patrol in
2006 and took two Israeli
soldiers hostage. Hezbollah
and Israel fought a month-
long war that ended in a
draw but Israeli bombard-
ment wreaked widespread
destruction in southern
Lebanon.

Israel’s objective was elim-
inating Hezbollah but the
Lebanese group came out
stronger and became a key
military and political power
on Israel’s northern border.
Domestic opponents have
criticized Hezbollah for
maintaining its arsenal and
for coming to dominate the

Group Executive Chairman
M. Danson
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Hezbollah’s reputation also
suffered when it briefly
seized a section of Beirut
in May 2008 after the Leba-
nese government took mea-
sures against its private tele-
communications network.
Hezbollah’s military capa-
bilities have also surged, and
it has played a key role in
the Syrian civil war, keeping
President Bashar al-Assad
in power. And it has helped
train Iran-backed militias in
Syria and Iraq, as well as Ye-
men’s Houthi rebels.

What are Hezbollah’s mili-
tary capabilities?
Throughout its latest con-
flict with Israel, Hezbollah
has gradually introduced
new weapons to its arsenal,
especially after Israel began
its ground invasion of the
southern city of Rafah in
Gaza in early May.

While Hezbollah initially
began launching Cornet an-
ti-tank missiles and salvos
of Katyusha rockets, it later
started using rockets with
heavy warheads, and even-
tually introduced explosive
drones and surface-to-air
missiles for the first time.
Nasrallah said the drones
are locally manufactured,
with many at their disposal.
The group notably released
the two videos of footage
from drones over Haifa and

el, showing critical civilian
and military infrastruc-
ture in a move intended to
showcase new access and
capabilities and deter Israeli
attack.

In a televised address last
week, Nasrallah said that
the group will continue re-
sorting to this tactic.

“We now have new weap-
ons. But I won't say what
they are” he said. “When
the decision is made, they
will be seen on the front
lines”

How does Hezbollah
compare to other Irani-
an-backed groups?
Hezbollah is the Arab
world’s most significant
paramilitary force with a
robust internal structure as
well as a sizeable arsenal. Is-
rael sees it as its most direct
threat, and estimates that it
has an arsenal of 150,000
rockets and missiles, in-
cluding  precision-guided
missiles.

In recent years, Hezbollah
sent forces to Syria to help
fellow Iranian ally President
Bashar Assad against armed
opposition groups. It also
supported the growth of
Iranian-backed militias in
Iraq, Yemen and Syria.
Khatib of the SOAS Middle
East Institute in London
likened Hezbollah to a “big

January.

Who Is Hassan Nasrallah?
Born in 1960 into a poor
Shiite family in the Beirut
suburb of Bourj Hammoud
and later displaced to south
Lebanon, Nasrallah stud-
ied theology and joined the
Amal movement, a Shiite
political and paramilitary
organization, before be-
coming one of Hezbollah’s
founders.

He became Hezbollah’s
leader in 1992 after his pre-
decessor was killed in an Is-
raeli strike.

Idolized by many for pre-
siding over Israel’s with-
drawal from the south and
leading the 2006 war, his
image appears on billboards
and on gadgets in souvenir
shops in Lebanon, Syria and
other countries across the
Arab world.

But he also faces opposi-
tion among Lebanese who
accuse him of tying their
country’s fate to Iran.
Nasrallah is also consid-
ered to be pragmatic, able
to make political compro-
mises.

He has lived in hiding for
years, fearing Israeli assas-
sination, and delivers his
speeches from undisclosed
locations.
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By: Ergashev Bekzodbek Jaloliddin
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Worth
Noting:

. Therefore, teach-
ing our children the rules
of oral hygiene is one of
the necessary actions for
every parent and pediatri-
cian.

. For this, we must
be able to fulfill these
rules perfectly ourselves,
because it is precisely

the imprecise hygienic
procedure that causes the
pathogenic microflora to
remain on the surfaces

of the teeth, between the
teeth, in the gum pockets,
and on the tongue and
other mucosal surfaces
possible

Oral Microflora

Upper lip

Uvula

Tongue

Lower lip

Abstract: This article pro-
vides information about the
diseases of the microorgan-
ism of the oral cavity and
their treatment, as well as
its hygienic requirements.
Public educational insti-
tutions are responsible for
organizing hygiene corners
(in kindergartens), hygiene
classes (in schools), and pro-
viding them with the neces-
sary equipment and tools to
create favorable conditions
for the work of medical
workers. Healthcare orga-
nizations should provide
children’s institutions with
medical personnel (dentist,
pediatrician, and specially

Oral-derived bacteria
invasion progression:

1. Porphyromonas gingivalis
2. Fusabacterium nucleatum
3. Kiebsiella pneumoniae 2H7

trained nurse, orderly).

Key words: microorgan-

isms, microflora, hygienic
rules, normal variability,
dysbacteriosis.

In the oral cavity, various
microorganisms - bacteria,
simple microorganisms and
viruses can live symbiotical-
ly without posing any dan-
ger to human life. Accord-
ing to the type and number
of bacteria, bacteria occupy
the highest place, that is, we
can find about 150-200 of
them. One ml. 4 million to
5 billion in mixed saliva up
to one gr and in dental ex-

UL
«* M, blood vessel and
' MNerves

| axillary bone
v
+— Cementum

Oral-derived bacteria
invasion progression

Oral-derived bacteria
colonization progression

amination, we can observe
from 10 billion to 1000 bil-
lion microorganisms.

The composition of the
microflora of the oral cavity
and its diversity are influ-
enced by the number and
types of microbes entering
this place from the outside,
the quality of the food con-
sumed the physical and
chemical conditions in the
oral cavity, and the nature
of the microorganisms and
circumstances such as the
interaction of the ulam are
integrally affected.

In particular, the hygienic
condition of the oral cavity
and the active implemen-

tation of these individual
(personal) hygienic educa-
tion rules by each child have
a direct impact on the qual-
ity and quantity of microor-
ganisms. It has been proven
in science.
Therefore, teaching our chil-
dren the rules of oral hy-
giene is one of the necessary
actions for every parent and
pediatrician.

For this, we must be able to
fulfill these rules perfectly
ourselves, because it is pre-
cisely the imprecise hygienic
procedure that causes the
pathogenic microflora to re-
main on the surfaces of the
teeth, between the teeth, in
the gum pockets, and on the
tongue and other mucosal
surfaces possible
This situation leads to caries
disease of the tooth hard tis-
sue, diseases of the mucous
membrane or inflammation
of the periodontium. For
example, cariogenic mi-
croorganisms such as Str.
mutans or salivarius, which
are quickly settled in the
contents of food residues
or blood cells on the tooth
surface (fissures or contact
points), quickly create an
acidic local microclimate
due to their exotoxins.
Therefore, it is desirable to
follow the rules of person-
al hygiene of the oral cavity
perfectly and regularly.

Normal variability of oral
microflora:

The considered part of the
body is widespread with
microbes and can compete
with the intestine in this re-
spect. There are more than
370 types of aerobic and
anaerobic microorganisms
in the mucous membranes
of the oral cavity: strepto-
cocci; lactobacillus; Neis-

seria; staphylococci; diph-
theroids; influenza bacteria;
vibrations;  pneumococci;
Candida; mycoplasma;
peptococcus; Borrelia; fu-
sobacteria; actinomycetes;
leptothrix and others.

In the described cases, a
minority of microorgan-
isms are oppressed, and
the pathophysiology of the
number of bacteria is dys-
biosis.

I, the son of Ergashev
Bekzodbek Jaloliddin, was
born on January 1, 2004
in Uchkurgan district of
Namangan region. I spent
8 years of school at the
Specialized Russian Gym-
nasium. But since I live in
the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan, knowing that I must
learn my native language, I
moved my school to an Uz-
bek school. I spent 11 years
of school in 3 schools. In
2022, with 137.2 points in
the DTM test, I was accept-
ed to study at Namangan
State University at the Fac-
ulty of Biology on the basis
of a State Grant, but because
I was so interested in medi-
cine, my highest goal was the
only one. By the Rector’s de-
cision, 2022 was accepted for
study without examination.
In 2022, I won an honor-
able 2nd place among more
than 5,000 students of more
than 10 medical universities
of Uzbekistan, more than
40 foreign universities, in
the field of Medical Biology
and General Genetics at the
“Samarkand 2020 III Inter-
national Medical University
Olympiad” organized by the
Samarkand State Medical
Institute in 2022. In 2023, I
took a proud 3
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My Academic Odyssey: The Path To Success

Worth
Noting:

. On May 19-21 of
this year, “Life and work
of Jaloliddin Manguberdi.
Anushtegin participat-

ed in the international
conference on the topic
“The role of Khorezm-
shah dynasty in Uzbek
statehood” with an article
on the topic “The histo-
ry of jewelry art of the
great Khorezmshahs”. She
participated in the scien-
tific-practical conference
“National costumes - the
mirror of the nation” held
in June with her practical
help.

o On June 3, 2023,
an article was published
in the 3rd special issue of
the “Education Research
in Universal Sciences”
magazine. On April 25,
2024, Urgench Innovation
University presented a
lecture entitled “The His-
tory of Jewelry Art of the
Bronze Age Residents of
the Khorezm Oasis” at the
republican scientific and
practical student confer-
ence entitled “Strategy of
Innovative Approaches in
the Formation of Spiritual
and Moral Competencies
in Modern Education”

Saparbaeva Aziza Asror’s
daughter is a 4th-year
student of Urgench State
University, Faculty of So-
cio-Economic Sciences, De-
partment of History. Navoi
state scholarship winner.
She is the author of more
than 40 articles and 5 books,
a member of 10 internation-
al organizations (India, Ar-
gentina, Egypt, Kazakhstan),
a graduate of more than 20
international courses, own-
er of the “For International
Services” badge of Kazakh-
stan “Qoshqanot” creative
association, participant of
the international project of
Oxford&UrSU  Amudarya
Project, founder of the Stu-
dent Academy project, win-
ner of the 3rd place in the
June 2022 “Zukko kitobxon”
contest, 2nd place winner
of the district stage of the
“Yosh kitobxon” republican
contest, laureate of more
than 30 international and
republican contests and par-
ticipant, participant of more
than 20 international and
republican scientific-practi-
cal conferences, graduate of
Shine Girls’ Academy, Mul-
tilevel English B2 certificate
holder.

Detailed  description  of
achievements:

On April 27-29, 2023, at
the international conference
“Khorezm oasis in the sys-
tem of Central Asian civi-
lizations” held at Urgench
State University in cooper-
ation with several foreign
universities, in particular,
University of Barcelona,
Astrakhan State University,
Lubelsk Polytechnic Univer-
sity she participated with a
lecture on “Some consider-
ations on the historical roots
of Khorezm oasis jewelry
art”.

On May 19-21 of this year,
“Life and work of Jaloliddin
Manguberdi.  Anushtegin
participated in the inter-
national conference on the
topic “The role of Khorezm-
shah dynasty in Uzbek state-
hood” with an article on the
topic “The history of jewelry
art of the great Khorezm-
shahs” She participated in
the scientific-practical con-
ference “National costumes
- the mirror of the nation”
held in June with her prac-
tical help.

On June 3, 2023, an article
was published in the 3rd
special issue of the “Educa-
tion Research in Universal
Sciences” magazine. On
April 25, 2024, Urgench
Innovation University pre-
sented a lecture entitled
“The History of Jewelry Art
of the Bronze Age Residents
of the Khorezm Oasis” at

the republican scientific
and practical student con-
ference entitled “Strategy of
Innovative Approaches in
the Formation of Spiritual
and Moral Competencies in
Modern Education”

She participated with to
date, about 40 scientific and
creative articles and 5 au-
thor’s books of our student
have been published in for-
eign and state publishing
houses. At the same time,
she is an official member of
about 10 creative and scien-
tific organizations and the
owner of the “For Interna-
tional Services” badge of
the “Double Wing” creative
fund of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan, the 2023 recipi-
ent of the state scholarship
named after Navoi of the
Republic of Uzbekistan.

She is the owner of the 2024
academic year. She also par-
ticipated in the international
project “Amudarya Project”
held in cooperation between
Urgench State University
and Oxford University of
Great Britain. “English-Rus-
sian-Uzbek-Turkish” Lan-
guages Translator Mobile
Application has a certificate
from the Ministry of Justice
of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan.

She also publishes his cre-
ative articles in Uzbek and
foreign languages in inter-
national anthologies and
almanacs. In particular, she
actively participates in the
international anthology of
Great Britain, Germany, and
Argentina called Totem with
her scientific and creative
works. At the same time,
several popular articles
were published in foreign
newspapers and websites. In
particular, popular scientific
and creative articles are pe-
riodically published in Ken-
ya Times, Classico Opine,
Raven Cage Zine, The Di-
aspora Times Global, Page
News, and Synchronized
Chaos.

International competitions,
including the “Know your
G20” quiz competition held
by the Indian state, the “Na-
tional Technology Day”
international quiz competi-
tion held by Rajkiya Engi-
neering College, the “Inter-
national Day of Light” held
by Panimalar Institute of
Technology participated in
international quiz contest
and “World Ozone Day”
quiz program, also partici-
pated in the “Microbial Di-
versity” and “World Envi-
ronment Day Celebration”
quizzes organized by Shree
Ramkrishna Institute of
Computer Education.

She also participated in the
3-day “International Facul-

ty Development Program
On Nascent Challenges of
World Education and the
Predicament of Holistic Ac-
creditation” program held
by Indonesias Bliss Educa-
tion Center and received an
international certificate.

“VI MexgyHapOogHOrO
XMMUYECKOIO OUKTAHT ,
“Il Bcepoccuiickoro
ApxTudeckoro  JImkTaHTa
ISt CTYIEHTOB
n LIKOJIbHUKOB

“Bcepoccuiickuit Bonpioin
OHJIAVH-TUKTAaHT B lopg

ceMbn’, “Coro3Hbli
IUKTAHT: Poccus u
Benapycs”, “Brubnmmoreqnsii
nukTaHT, “Beepoccuiickom
CTaTMHCTUUYECKOM
muktant,  “Bemapycckuit

Teorpadmuecknmit Jukrapt
2024” competitions.
Business Model Canvas Es-

sentials, Great Learning,
Upskillist, Stepik, Scopus
Academy, Yalinetwork,

UNICEE, UNITAR, Europe
Academy, Saylor Academy
and completed UK Open-
Learn academies and in-
ternational courses and re-
ceived a certificate.

On June 24-26, 2023, stu-
dents of Urgench State Uni-
versity and Fergana State
Polytechnic University
jointly held a scientific-prac-
tical conference on the top-
ic “Global Education and
Youth” within the frame-
work of the international
student forum she partici-
pated with a presentation on
the subject.

On June 7, 2024, on the oc-

casion of “Youth Day”, Ur-
gench State University and
Adolat were awarded the
Ist-degree diploma of the
Social Democratic Party.

Aziza Saparbaeva is con-
stantly conducting research
on the topic of “History of
Jewelry Art of the People of
Khorezm”.

Aziza Saparbaeva and a friend
holding certificate

Aziza Saparbaeva making an address

Aziza Saparbaeva holding certificate

Aziza Saparbaeva receiving certificate

Aziza Saparbaeva with family members
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Skillful Description Of Stronger Uzbeki Women In

Shukur Kolmirzayev’s Story ‘Adam’ Zonboriyeva Fan

By: Jonborieva Mukhlisa Rakhmon
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. In the story that
begins with these lines,
Rahima, who is consid-
ered the main character, is
said by Khosiyat Opa - “I
will accept your satiling,

I will not give it” - that
Shodmon took her away
with the intention of
meeting the wrestler, but
Rahima said, “Run away!”
“- that he refused to meet
Rahima, that before Rahi-
ma’s mother died, Shod-
mon Polvan had come
from the city for her, and
that she left a will to her
older sister to marry Ra-
hima to Shodmon Polvan,
and that Rahima married
Shodmon Polvan and
divorced her.

. The events that
happened in his life are
skillfully covered, and in
addition, in this story, the
situation of Uzbek boys
returning from the city to
reach their beloved land,
the fact that the word

of parents is always the
law in the family is the
foundation of our Uzbek
national values. it can be
said that it will be illumi-
nated.

ANNOTATION

In the story “Adam” written
by Shukur Kholmirzayev
with this high literary skill,
no matter how difficult it
may be, despite facing many
difficulties during the dif-
ficult years during the in-
famous World War II, with
patience, contentment and
perseverance In this arti-
cle, we can see once again
that the character of Uzbek
women who endured for
their family and society is
embodied in the image of
the main character of the
story Rahima.

Key words: storytelling, im-
age, patience and satisfac-
tion, horror, perseverance,
society, character of Uzbek
women.

INTRODUCTION
Rahima put her bucket by
the water and went to sister
Khosiyat who was standing
in front of the grass. - Come
in there, I'll show you some-
thing. It’s going out of town!
Rahima followed him into
the grass, saw the young
man standing next to him
and bit her. Sister Khosiyat
blocked his way: - I'll keep
your sale, I won't give it! -
Run away! Rahima pushed
him and rushed out...

In the story that be-
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Uzbeki Women In Shukur Kolmirzayev

gins with these lines, Rahi-
ma, who is considered the
main character, is said by
Khosiyat Opa - “I will ac-
cept your satiling, I will not
give it” - that Shodmon took
her away with the intention
of meeting the wrestler, but
Rahima said, “Run away!”
“- that he refused to meet
Rahima, that before Rahi-
ma’s mother died, Shodmon
Polvan had come from the
city for her, and that she left
a will to her older sister to
marry Rahima to Shodmon
Polvan, and that Rahima
married Shodmon Polvan
and divorced her. the events
that happened in his life
are skillfully covered, and
in addition, in this story,
the situation of Uzbek boys
returning from the city to
reach their beloved land, the
fact that the word of parents
is always the law in the fam-
ily is the foundation of our
Uzbek national values. it can
be said that it will be illumi-
nated.

MAIN PART

Thus Rahima marries
Shodmon the wrestler ac-
cording to her mother’s will.
After the wedding, Rahima’s
husband witnessed Shod-
mon the wrestler hanging
on the neighboring wall to

commit adultery with the
tanner’s widow, and Shod-
mon the wrestler “devilized
Rahima with one blow” for
pulling her leg. As a result,
Rahima’s left arm was bro-
ken. . Despite the fact that
after 4 years, Shodmon Po-
len went to Afghanistan
with fellow wrestlers, and
after returning, her nails
turned blue and died. He
says that he wants to raise
his 3 children alone. This
shows in detail the character
of a real Uzbek woman with
patience and endurance.

DISCUSSION

One day, a rumor spread
that “The Reds are coming”.
Rahima takes her children
and goes to the mountain
with the people. He even lost
his daughter Tursunoy from
hunger in the mountains and
his 2 children, justice and
abdurahim, and the “Reds”
are ours, and when the news
came that there was Muslim
civilization...Safety,  safety,
he witnessed a terrible sit-
uation. They go back. Later,
Rahima joins the collective
farm and becomes one of
its active members. Adalat
starts going to school and
Abdurahim helps his moth-
er. Our hero overcomes life’s
blows with his patience and

achieves a stable life for a
while.

THE RESULT

As we live in life, we al-
ways have dreams to achieve
a happy life, but are we
worthy to achieve the best?
or not - we have to prove it
in life. In fact, if we are pa-
tient and persistent people,
we can achieve everything.
Sometimes we face such dif-
ficult moments that it seems
that everything is not going
well at all, that our life has
come to an end, but these
are small tests given to us.
Everything can happen in
life, such as “Betrayal” and
“Unexpected divorces” that
our hero faced. The real
truth is that you need to un-
derstand that all these things
are temporary and find the
strength to get back up again
and again even when life is
bent.

CONCLUSION

Nowadays, the rate of fam-
ily separation is increasing
due to minor problems in
our society. Despite the
fact that our ancestors, our
mothers and sisters, who
lived in the past centuries,
lived in a complicated time,
the number of divorces did
not rise to a high level. they

e
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have reached the bakhshi.
They behaved intelligently
regardless of any conditions
or situations. If we think
about small disagreements
mentally, thinking about
what will happen as a result
of our drastic decisions, we
would contribute to reduc-
ing the number of divorces
and family violence in our
society.

Jonborieva Mukhlisa Ra-
khmon’s daughter is a 10th
grade student of school 16,
Muzrabot district, Surkhan-
darya region. She was born
on September 6, 2007 in
Muzrabot district, Surkhan-
darya region. His nationality
is Uzbek.

Currently, she is a 10th-grade
student of the 16th general
school of Muzrabot district.
She is the winner of the 3rd
place in the Muzrabot district
district stage of the 2023 “Sur-
khan youth” science Olympi-
ad for the regional governor’s
prize. 2023 Azerbaijan and
O She is the holder of a cer-
tificate for her active partic-
ipation in the festival held in
cooperation with Uzbekistan
under the project “One coun-
try, one language”. his poem
also took place.
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Named and shamed ‘greedy politicians unmasked in UK’s Gamblegate scandal’:
CASH-STARVED CONSERVATIVES SEEK LIFELINE, BIG DONORS PULL

THE PLUG, ILLEGAL BETTING CLAIMS ROCK ELECTION DAY

By: Shamlal Puri
Associate Publisher

& Senior Editor - UK
shamlalpurid@gmail.com

Contd from Page 1

Noting:

. Aware that Rishi
Sunak was heading for a
disastrous loss in the polls,
a group of anonymous Tory
Party donors who had given
over £5 million to the Party
decided not to make any
further payments,

. Individual do-

nors giving anything up to
£15,000 have also switched
sides from the Tories to give
to other parties.

. These funds are a
lifeline to the Tory Party’s
functioning, particularly
during the General Election.
. The past few days
have been tumultuous for
the Conservative Govern-
ment of Rishi Sunak, which
was rocked by allegations
that several of its members
and officials were caught
placing bets on the July 4
General Election date.

. The public will take
a dim view of Gamblegate,
which may cost the Tories
valuable votes.

. Not just the Conser-
vatives but also a member
of the Labour Party has

also been unmasked in this
gambling scandal, leading to
police investigations.

switched sides from the To-
ries to give to other parties.
These funds are a lifeline to
the Tory Party’s functioning,
particularly during the Gen-
eral Election.

The past few days have been
tumultuous for the Conser-
vative Government of Rishi
Sunak, which was rocked by
allegations that several of its
members and officials were
caught placing bets on the
July 4 General Election date.
The public will take a dim
view of Gamblegate, which
may cost the Tories valuable
votes.

Not just the Conservatives
but also a member of the
Labour Party has also been
unmasked in this gambling
scandal, leading to police in-
vestigations.

What is election betting?
Those close to the political
parties’ place bets - using
insider information to gain
a higher advantage to win
a bet is seen as potentially
illegal.

The authoritative and re-
spected Guardian newspa-
per exposed the extraordi-
nary gambling scandal in
the Conservative Party re-
cently that Craig Williams,
the closest parliamentary
aide of Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak, was under investiga-
tion by the Gambling Com-
mission for allegedly betting
on a July election three days
before one was called.

Mr Craig Williams, who
has been dropped as a Con-
servative Party candidate,
has since vowed to clear his
name.

A total of 15 people, main-
ly Tories, six police officers
and one Labour candidate
have since been investigated
by the Gambling Commis-
sion for betting.

Police have announced that
it plans to widen its inves-
tigation, and there is a high
possibility that more poli-
ticians and officials will be
named.

Both Parties campaigners
say that the scandal is seri-
ously damaging to the Gov-
ernment because it is illegal
to abuse their positions to
gain advantage of insider in-
formation.

They also say that an abuse
of rules that the Govern-
ment sets give the impres-
sion there is one set of rules
for the public and another
for politicians. Morally, it
exposes the greed of politi-
cians and top officials.
Britons have not forgot-
ten the infamous Partygate
scandal, which engulfed
the leadership of former

Tory Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson and the events
that led to the collapse of
his Government, bringing
in the disastrous Liz Truss
leadership for 46 days, the
consequences of which the
Tories are still licking their
economic wounds.

On Wednesday night, Rishi
Sunak and his Labour Party
opponent Sir Keir Starm-
er clashed in a bitter war of
words in the last live leader-
ship debate chaired by BBC’s
top-notch presenter Mishal
Husain in Nottingham and
in which the questions of
betting and aftershocks of
the elusive Rwanda Asylum
policy were raised.

In their fiery exchanges,
both the leaders clashed
with Sunak clinging to his
flagship project — immigra-
tion.

The Prime Minister urged
voters not to surrender Brit-
ain’s borders to Labour. He
challenged Sir Keir sever-
al times to explain what he
would do with 90,000 asy-
lum seekers in the UK.

The spikey debate on mi-
grant boats held the atten-
tion of many people in the
invited audience and BBC
TV viewers nationwide.
People smugglers charge
up to £8,000 per person to
carry them in their dinghies
across the English Channel
to Britain.

Some of the human traffick-
ers arrested in the UK are
millionaires from this illicit
business.

The Prime Minister, in an
unrestrained conversation,
asked Sir Keir up front if he
was planning to make a deal
with the Taliban to send
back asylum seekers reject-
ed from the UK.
Responding to a question
from BBC’s invited audience
member, Sir Keir said his
Government would smash
human trafficking gangs
profiting from people on the
risky journey from Europe
across the English Channel.
He reiterated his pledge to
tear up the Conservative
Governments plan to de-
port failed asylum seekers to
Rwanda if Labour wins the
general election.

Sir Keir said his Govern-
ment would establish new
programmes to process ar-
rivals more quickly and de-
velop return deals.

Sunak hit back, saying, “The

Contd Page 11.

Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer did not mince his words during Wednesday’s fiery final leaders
debate in Nottingham. Photo Courtesy BBC

Iran Syria and Afghani-

An eye-to-eye confrontation when the two leaders met face-to-face in Nottingham’s final leaders’
debate. Photo Courtesy BBC

migrants are coming from stan,” asking, “Will you sit

Seasoned BBC Presenter Mishal Husain chaired the final Leaders Debate on Wednesday, Photo
Courtesy BBC
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Noting:

. Police have an-
nounced that it plans to
widen its investigation, and
there is a high possibility
that more politicians and
officials will be named.

. Both Parties’ cam-
paigners say that the scandal
is seriously damaging to the
Government because it is il-
legal to abuse their positions
to gain advantage of insider
information.

. They also say that
an abuse of rules that the
Government sets give the
impression there is one set
of rules for the public and
another for politicians. Mor-
ally, it exposes the greed of
politicians and top officials.
. Britons have not
forgotten the infamous
Partygate scandal, which
engulfed the leadership of
former Tory Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson and the
events that led to the col-
lapse of his Government,
bringing in the disastrous
Liz Truss’ leadership for

46 days, the consequenc-

es of which the Tories are
still licking their economic
wounds.

down with the Ayatollahs?
Are you going to go and do
deals with the Taliban? Its
completely non-sensical -
you are taking people for
fools”

Sir Keir said that since Su-
nak became Prime Minis-
ter, more than 50,000 peo-
ple have arrived in the UK
by boat across the English
Channel.

According to official Gov-
ernment figures, more than
13,000 arrived only this year.
Sunak taunted that a Labour
government would allow
free movement by the back
door, which Sir Keir flatly
denied.

He confirmed that his Gov-
ernment would not return
to the European Union,
adding, “We’re not rejoining
the single market or customs
union, and we’re not accept-
ing freedom of movement.”
He pushed the button fur-
ther, “I'm not a defeatist like
the Prime Minister”

“I know we can get a better
deal than the botched deal
we've got, and I'm going to
go out and fight for it”

But Sunak did not look con-
vinced, refusing to accept
defeat on this issue, which

disproportionately con-
sumed his time and atten-
tion.

The Westminster Gamble-
gate saga continued in the
debate about the political
bets placed on the timing of
the election and was bound
to ruftle feathers in the Con-
servative Government.

Sir Keir went for the jugular,
accusing the Prime Minister
of being “bullied” by fellow
Conservatives into acting
over the betting scandal.
Audience members asked
how the leaders would re-
store trust in politics with
the public “dismayed by the
lack of integrity and hones-
ty” amid serious allegations
of illegal betting by several
Tories, election officials and
Police members.

Sir Keir pointed the finger
at the Prime Minister, lay-
ing the blame at Downing
Street’s door.

The Tories have withdrawn
support from two candi-
dates under investigation
for allegedly betting on the
general election date.

At the same time, one La-
bour MP’s candidature was
also suspended over claims
that he awkwardly bet on
losing in his constituency.
Sir Keir linked Gamble-
gate to a previous scandal,
Partygate, during the Boris
Johnson Government when
Sunak, the chancellor of the

exchequer at the time, living
at 11 Downing Street, was
fined for breaking lockdown
rules during the Covid-19
pandemic by attending a
drinks party hosted by the
then Prime Minister.

Sir Keir said, “What I did
when one of my team mem-
bers was alleged to have been
involved and investigated by
the Gambling Commission
was that they were suspend-
ed within minutes because I
knew it made it important to
be swift.

“The Prime Minister delayed
and delayed and delayed un-
til eventually, he was bullied
into taking action”

Sunak responded: “It was
important to me that giv-
en the seriousness and the
sensitivity of the matters at
hand, they were dealt with
properly, and that’s what I've
done”

The Prime Minister said he
was “frustrated” and “furi-
ous” about the affair.

Both leaders were in good
form and managed to hold
the fort, though Sunak
looked uneasy at times, an-
swering questions from the
audience, and struggling to
keep his composure.
However, the audience and
those who watched the de-
bate gave him a high of 44%
for how he handled the final
debate.

After the debate, Sir Keir
cornered the remaining 56%
of the public vote, delivering
verbal punches to the Con-
servatives where it mattered
the most.

But some viewers believed
that although he was doing

Contd Page 13.

Homeless young Briton begging on the sidewalk to pay for his rent and food. Photo SHAMLAL
PURI

Suspicious.... A conspiracy of silence on taxes between Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and Sir Keir
Starmer, says Paul Johnson, Director of International Fiscal Studies. Courtesy IFS

Immigration policy in choppy waters....Any government in power will continue to fight boat crossings as it would be nearly impossi-
ble to stop illegal crossings, Photo Courtesy.
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Kenya protesters call for President Ruto’s removal
after tax bill dropped

Demonstrations continue across Kenya despite the government’s dramatic U-turn on legislation that
would have raised taxes.

Worth
Noting:

. The Kenya Na-
tional Commission for
Human Rights (KNCHR)
said on social media on
Thursday that it had
received credible reports
of live fire being used
against “civilians protest-
ing across the country,
resulting in some deaths”.
It did not specify where
the alleged incidents took
place.

. Hundreds of pro-
testers also rallied in the
port city of Mombasa and
the opposition bastion

of Kisumu, where some
blocked roads and lit
fires, TV footage showed.
Protests were also report-
ed in Kisii and Migori.

. Seven people

- two women and five
men - sustained gun-
shot wounds in Homa
Bay Town in western
Kenya, Citizen TV news
reported. The outlet said
they were shot by police
while protesting and
then rushed to Homa Bay
County Teaching and
Referral Hospital.

Protesters in Kenya are angry over the government’s economic policies [Monicah Mwangi/Reuters]

Police in Kenya’s capital, Nai-
robi, have fired tear gas and
rubber bullets to disperse
demonstrators who rallied
in another day of protests
sparked by a controversial
bill that would have raised
taxes on essential goods.
Hundreds of people on
Thursday took to the streets
to call for President William
Rutos removal, a day after
he caved into young protest-
ers demands to withdraw
the deeply unpopular tax
hike bill.

As protesters headed to Nai-
robi’s central business dis-
trict, soldiers were deployed
and police in anti-riot gear
blocked access along roads
leading to Ruto’s office at
State House and Parliament
of Kenya. Turnout by dem-
onstrators was lower than
in previous days after mass
protests turned violent, kill-
ing more than 20 people,
according to human rights
groups.

The Kenya National Com-
mission for Human Rights
(KNCHR) said on social
media on Thursday that it
had received credible re-
ports of live fire being used
against “civilians protesting
across the country, resulting
in some deaths”. It did not
specify where the alleged in-
cidents took place.
Hundreds of protesters also
rallied in the port city of
Mombasa and the oppo-

sition bastion of Kisumu,
where some blocked roads
and lit fires, TV footage
showed. Protests were also
reported in Kisii and Migori.
Seven people — two women
and five men - sustained
gunshot wounds in Homa
Bay Town in western Kenya,
Citizen TV news reported.
The outlet said they were
shot by police while pro-
testing and then rushed to

Homa Bay County Teaching
and Referral Hospital.
Protesters demand ‘Ruto
must go!’

The youth-led protests
kicked off last week and
caught the authorities off-
guard. Rutos government
ricocheted between taking a
tough line on the unrest and
calling for dialogue.

On Wednesday, the presi-

dent declined to sign the tax
changes into law and with-
drew the bill.

“The people have spoken,
he said, adding that he
would seek “engagement
with the young people of our
nation”.

But protesters said they
would still rally in mem-
ory of those killed in the
demonstrations, criticising
Ruto’s dramatic reversal as a

case of too little, too late.

Al Jazeera’s Zein Basravi, re-
porting from the protests in
Nairobi, said there was an
“ebb and flow” on Thursday
on the streets, with flare-ups
of tension between police
and protesters followed by
relative calm.

Young protesters in the cap-
ital said they would stop
when the president steps
down while chants of “Ruto
must go, Ruto must go!”
could be heard throughout
the day.

“They want a change in the
presidential leadership, and
they want Parliament absent
of what they describe as cor-
rupt parliamentarians who
do not have their interests at
heart,” Basravi said.
Kasmuel McOure, a Ken-
yan youth leader and
award-winning pianist, told
Al Jazeera that Ruto is run-
ning a country that has very
heavily disgruntled youth”
“Kenya has been declared a
military state. And I know
nobody’s talking about that
enough. But the army has
been given free rein,” he
said, adding he would con-
tinue protesting until the
president “listens to the peo-
ple of Kenya”

Source: Al Jazeera and news
agencies

A police officer walks near a gas cloud at a demonstration in Kenya’s capital, Nairobi [Monicah Mwangi/Reuters]
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Noting:

. Sunak hit back,
saying, “The migrants are
coming from Iran, Syria
and Afghanistan,” asking,
“Will you sit down with the
Ayatollahs? Are you going
to go and do deals with the
Taliban? It’s completely
non-sensical - you are tak-
ing people for fools.”

. Sir Keir said that
since Sunak became Prime
Minister, more than 50,000
people have arrived in the
UK by boat across the En-
glish Channel.

. According to official
Government figures, more
than 13,000 arrived only this
year.

. Sunak taunted that
a Labour government would
allow free movement by the
back door, which Sir Keir
flatly denied.

. He confirmed that
his Government would not
return to the European
Union, adding, “We’re not
rejoining the single market
or customs union, and we’re
not accepting freedom of
movement.”

well, Sir Keir was cornered
in some places when Sunak
came out with tactical at-
tacks on the Labour.

Sunak hit back at the La-
bour leader by launching
an attack on his tax plans,
saying Sir Keir “is not being
honest with everyone about
his plans to raise their taxes”
Money is part of the fighting
factor when it comes to gen-
eral elections.

Both leaders have been hid-
ing behind denials about the
increase in taxes.

Paul Johnson, Director of
the reputed International
Fiscal Studies (IFS), is con-
vinced there is a conspiracy
of silence between Sir Keir
and Rishi Sunak on taxes.
Analysing the General
Election manifestos of the
two parties closely, he said,
“Debt is at its highest level
in more than 60 years. Taxes
are at near enough the high-
est ever level seen in the UK.
They have risen more over
this parliament than over
any other since the Second
World War. Spending has
also risen: the fourth largest
increase per year in public
spending as a share of na-
tional income and the big-
gest under a Conservative
government. Yet public ser-
vices are visibly struggling.
“Despite these high tax lev-
els, spending on many pub-
lic services will likely need
to be cut over the next five
years if government debt is
not to ratchet ever upwards
or unless taxes are increased
further.

“How can that be? A £50 bil-
lion a year increase in debt
interest spending relative
to forecasts and a growing
welfare budget bear much
of the responsibility. Then
we have rising health spend-
ing, a defence budget which,
for the first time in decades,
will likely grow rather than
shrink, and the reality of
demographic change and
the need to transition to net
zero. Add in low growth and
the after-effects of the pan-
demic and energy price cri-
sis and you have a toxic mix
indeed when it comes to the
public finances.

“These raw facts are large-
ly ignored by the two main
parties in their manifestos.
“That huge decisions over
the size and shape of the
state will needto be taken,
that those decisions will, in
all likelihood, mean either
higher taxes or worse, pub-
lic services, you would not
guess from reading their
prospectuses or listening to
their promises.

“They have singularly failed

even to acknowledge some
of the most critical issues
and choices to have faced
us for a very long time. As
the population ages, these
choices will become harder,
not easier. We cannot wish
them away.

“Low growth, high debt,
and high-interest payments
mean we need to do some-
thing quite rare just to stop
Debt spiralling ever up-
wards: we need to run pri-
mary surpluses. That means
the Government collecting
more in tax and other rev-
enues than it spends on ev-
erything apart from debt
interest. Not

necessarily a recipe for a
happy electorate.

“A fiscal target which im-
plies Debt falling in five
years’ time, as both the Con-
servatives and Labour have
committed to, is looser than
any debt target we have had
since 2008. Yet it will con-
strain. Taking it seriously
- and this is one thing both
manifestos do appear to take
seriously — will mean pain-
ful choices. None of which
are faced up to,” Mr Johnson
said.

“Current plans are for big
real-terms cuts to invest-
ment spending — of £18 bil-
lion a year by 2030. While
the March Budget assumes
overall day-to-day spending
will rise by 1% a year above
inflation, plausible settle-
ments for the NHS, child-
care, and defence will likely
leave other services facing
cuts of somewhere between
£10 and £20 billion a year”
The “conspiracy of silence”
about all of this has been
maintained. Regardless of
who takes office following
the general election, they
will - unless they get lucky
- soon face a stark choice.
Raise taxes by more than
they have told us in their
manifesto. Or implement
cuts to some areas of spend-
ing. Or borrow more and be
content for Debt to rise for
longer. That is the trilem-
ma. What will they choose?
The manifestos have left us
guessing.

“Their proposals on tax,
benefits and public service
spending would be barely
enough to detain us in an-
alysing a modest one-year
fiscal event. They certainly
don’t answer the big
questions facing us over a
five-year parliament””

All these talks of mouth-wa-
tering promises of tax cuts
are merely pulling the wool
over the eyes of the unsus-
pecting British public.

Looking for happy days, A Londoner putting-vote-into-ballot-box in the Mayoral elections in May.

Spreading the word...Tory Election Battle Bus is travelling campaigning throughout the country

New government, new hope... This London market trader is among the millions of independent
entrepreneurs who hope that their businesses will benefit from lower taxes and improved incen-
tives
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‘Not afraid to die’: Kenya tax protests inspire
broader demand for change

Demonstrations continue across Kenya despite the government’s dramatic U-turn on legislation that
would have raised taxes.

By: Al Jazeera.
XAXXXXXXXXXXXX

Contd from Page 1

Worth
Noting:

. “I just wished him a
good day and I left the house
for work at my motorcy-

cle repair shop,” recalled
Tata. Seven hours later, his
son was dead. He had been
killed while taking part in
protests opposing the tax
bill. He was declared dead
on arrival at the hospital,
the young man’s uncle Dan-
iel Nzamba said. Emmanuel
had suffocated after inhaling
too much tear gas.

. “How do you explain
this loss? A bright future
just snapped away like that
in an instance, because we
just couldn’t listen to our
own children when they told
us we were on the wrong
path,” Nzamba said.

. Human rights
groups say at least 23 people
have died in the violence
and clashes surrounding the
protests. Another 300 peo-
ple have been treated and
discharged from hospital.
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Protesters scatter as Kenya police spray a water canon at them during a protest over proposed tax hikes in a finance bill in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, June 25, 2024

cated for the law, withdrew
the bill on Wednesday eve-
ning, a day after protesters
stormed Parliament.

But his decision hasn’t
quelled the anger against his
government — hundreds
of protesters returned to
streets in Nairobi and across
the country on Thursday,
many of them now demand-
ing that Ruto quit.

The weeklong protests be-
gan in capital Nairobi but
quickly spread across Ken-
ya. Local media reports say
protests have taken place in
35 of Kenya’s 47 counties, in-
cluding in president William
Ruto’s home county of Uasin
Gishu, which voted over-
whelmingly for him nearly
two years ago when he came
to power.

But the movement led by
young Kenyans has come at
a price for families around
the country.

‘How do you explain this
loss?

When Paul Tata left his
home for work last Tuesday,
little did he know it was the
last time he was seeing his
20-year-old son Emmanuel
Tata.

“I just wished him a good
day and I left the house for
work at my motorcycle re-
pair shop,” recalled Tata.
Seven hours later, his son

was dead. He had been
killed while taking part in
protests opposing the tax
bill. He was declared dead
on arrival at the hospital,
the young man’s uncle Dan-
iel Nzamba said. Emmanuel
had suffocated after inhaling
too much tear gas.

“How do you explain this
loss? A bright future just
snapped away like that in
an instance, because we just
couldn’t listen to our own
children when they told us
we were on the wrong path,”
Nzamba said.

Human rights groups say at
least 23 people have died in
the violence and clashes sur-
rounding the protests. An-
other 300 people have been
treated and discharged from
hospital.

In the coastal city of Mom-
basa, a mortician showed Al
Jazeera the bodies of three
men with multiple bullet
wounds in their heads and
torsos.

‘We have to stand up’

These protests originally be-
gan online, driven mostly by
young tech-savvy Kenyans
on social media platforms
Instagram, TikTok, Insta-
gram and X. The aim was to
oppose the Finance bill 2024
fronted by Rutos govern-
ment with an aim of raising
an additional $2.9bn in rev-

[Brian Inganga/ AP Photo]

enue.
The government has said it
needs the money to meet
its obligations of repaying
foreign debts while also
executing its ambitious de-
velopment plans driven by
infrastructure development.
But protesters have argued
that they are already over-
taxed. The original draft of
the bill increased levies on
basics such as fuel, mobile
money transfers, internet
banking, sanitary pads and
diapers.

On Wednesday, Ruto ad-
dressed the nation and
agreed to withdraw the bill.

“Listening keenly to the
people of Kenya that have
said they want nothing to do
with the finance bill 2024, I
concede and therefore I will
not sign the 2024 finance
bill,” Ruto said.

But many Kenyans remain
unconvinced — and are de-
manding Ruto’s resignation,
his credibility in tatters in
their eyes.

“I am not afraid to die, many
have died before us,” said
Andrew Ouko as he walked
the 18km (11 miles) from
Juja on the outskirts of Nai-
robi to join the protests on
Thursday. “Many more will
die but we have to stand up
for our generation who are
being taken for fools by the
politicians.”

Political analyst Herman
Manyora warned that the
government had no option
but to listen to the Gen Z
protesters.

“The events of the past few
days, especially the storm-
ing of Parliament and the
subsequent withdrawal of
the contentious bill by the
president point to one thing
— that the government faces
serious legitimacy challeng-
es;” Manyora told Al Jazeera.
“This level of resentment
cannot just wither away”
“The country should harness
this new spirit and organise
to have a national conver-
sation with the intention of
ushering in a new Kenya.
Hopefully, this will fix the
politics of the land as a ba-
sis for the nation’s economic
development” he added.
Ruto has promised many
austerity measures includ-
ing cuts on hospitality and
travel budgets for his office.
He has asked regional gov-
ernments and other arms
of the federal government
structure to follow suit.

But economists warn that
the Kenyan government is
now walking a tight rope.
Kenya has international
debt obligations amounting
to nearly $80bn. Fulfilling
them without the extra tax
revenue that the bill hoped
to bring “will be an extreme-

ly daunting task for Kenya
unless we see radical bud-
get cuts in the next financial
year’, said business analyst
Julians Amboko.

In Nairobi on Thursday,
Ouko unfurled a Kenyan
flag and wrapped it around
his face.

“We will not be bowed, we
will not cower. Our chil-
dren will not grow up with
lies and bad governance,” he
shouted.

Back in Mombasa, the
family of Tata reflected on
the president's Wednesday
speech — where he also
committed to helping fami-
lies of those who have died
in the protests.

“No amount of money can
bring our son back. If he
had withdrawn the bill a
week ago, a month ago, Em-
manuel would still be here.
Now we are just mourning
the lives of innocent young
souls,” Nzamba, the uncle,
said.

“The Gen Z have come of
age. They are doing what we
have always been too lazy to
do. I am grieving but I know
our son’s death is not in vain.
We bury him a hero.

Source: Al Jazeera
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America

Explainer: How Democrats could replace Biden as
presidential candidate before November

By: Reuters
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

Q: WHO WOULD RE-
PLACE BIDEN?

A: Several candidates
could step into the fray,
but there is no obvious
number one.

Vice President Harris
would almost certainly be
at the top of the list, but
she has had her own prob-
lems after a rocky start in
the job and poor polling,
opens new tab numbers.
The U.S. Constitution
dictates that the vice
president becomes presi-
dent if the president dies
or becomes incapacitated,

but it does not weigh in
on an inter-party process
for choosing a nominee.

Q: HOW WOULD A
NOMINEE BE CHOSEN?
A: There would likely

be a free-for-all of sorts
between the Democratic
heavyweights vying for
the job.

Candidates would have
to get signatures from
600 convention delegates
to be nominated. There
are expected to be some
4,672 delegates in 2024,
including 3,933 pledged
delegates and 739 auto-
matic or superdelegates,
according to Ballotpedia,
opens new tab.
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US President Joe Biden and former US President and Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump participate in the first presidential debate of the 2024 elections
at CNN’s studios in Atlanta, Georgia, on June 27, 2024. (Photo by ANDREW CABALLERO-REYNOLDS / AFP)

After President Joe Bidens
shaky performance at the
debate with former Pres-
ident Donald Trump on
Thursday night, some Dem-
ocrats openly questioned
whether he should be re-
placed as their candidate for
the 2024 election.

There is a process for doing
so, but it would be messy.
For answers on how that
would work, Reuters spoke
to Elaine Kamarck, a senior
fellow at the Brookings In-
stitution think tank, a Dem-
ocratic National Committee
(DNC) member, and author
of the book “Primary Poli-
tics” about the presidential
nominating process.

This explainer is based large-
ly on interviews with her.

Q: WHAT OPTIONS DO
DEMOCRATS HAVE?

A: The Democratic Party has
had no real Plan B for Biden
as its presidential candidate.
He ran virtually unopposed
for the party’s presidential
nomination this year.

He will not be nominat-
ed officially until later this
summer, so there is still
time to make a change and
a handful of scenarios to
enact one: Biden could de-
cide himself to step aside
before he is nominated; he
could be challenged by oth-
ers who try to win over the
delegates he has accrued; or

he could withdraw after the
Democratic convention in
Chicago in August, leaving
the Democratic National
Committee to elect someone
to run against Trump in his
place.

Q: SO WHAT HAPPENS
NEXT?

A: Right now, the process
largely depends on Biden.
He would have to agree to
step down or face a chal-
lenger this late in the pro-
cess who would try to force
him to do so. So far Biden
has shown no indications of
wanting to step aside and no
opponents have challenged
him directly.

In fact some of his top po-
tential replacements - Vice
President Kamala Harris
and California Governor
Gavin Newsom - spoke pas-
sionately in his defense after
the debate, serving in a sur-
rogate role that showcased
their support but also con-
trasted their smooth deliv-
ery with his faltering one on
the Atlanta debate stage.

Q: WHAT HAPPENS IF
BIDEN STEPS DOWN?

A: Biden has spent the last
several months accruing
nearly 4,000 Democratic
delegates by winning pri-
mary elections in U.S. states
and territories.

Those delegates would nor-
mally vote for him, but the

rules do not bind or force
them to do so; delegates can
vote with their conscience,
which means they could
throw their vote to someone
else.

If Biden “releases” his del-
egates by stepping aside,
there could be a competition
among other Democratic
candidates to become the
nominee.

Q: WHO WOULD RE-
PLACE BIDEN?

A: Several candidates could
step into the fray, but there is
no obvious number one.
Vice President Harris would
almost certainly be at the
top of the list, but she has
had her own problems after
a rocky start in the job and
poor polling, opens new tab
numbers. The U.S. Consti-
tution dictates that the vice
president becomes president
if the president dies or be-
comes incapacitated, but it
does not weigh in on an in-
ter-party process for choos-
ing a nominee.

Q: HOW WOULD A NOM-
INEE BE CHOSEN?

A: There would likely be a
free-for-all of sorts between
the Democratic heavy-
weights vying for the job.
Candidates would have to
get signatures from 600
convention delegates to be
nominated. There are ex-
pected to be some 4,672

delegates in 2024, including
3,933 pledged delegates and
739 automatic or superdele-
gates, according to Ballotpe-
dia, opens new tab.

If no one gets a majority of
the delegates, then there
would be a “brokered con-
vention” in which the dele-
gates act as free agents and
negotiate with the party
leadership to come up with
a nominee.

Rules would be established
and there would be roll call
votes for the names placed
into nomination.

It could take several rounds
of voting for someone to get
a majority and become the
nominee. The last brokered
convention when Demo-
crats failed to nominate a
candidate on the first ballot
was in 1952.

Q: WHAT HAPPENS IF
BIDEN STEPS DOWN AF-
TER THE CONVENTION?
A: If Biden steps down after
the August convention, the
435 members of the Demo-
cratic National Committee
would choose a new candi-
date. The members would
meet in a special session to
select a nominee.

Q: WHO ARE THESE 435
DNC MEMBERS?

A: They are divided equally
between men and women as
well as various constituency
groups including labor lead-

ers, LGBTQ representatives,
and racial minorities. Of the
total, 75 are appointed at-
large by the chair, while the
rest are elected in their re-
spective states.

Q: WHO COULD NOMI-
NATE AN ALTERNATIVE
IN THAT CASE?

A: To nominate a candidate
to replace Biden on the bal-
lot, that person would have
to have the support of a
minimum number of DNC
members -- perhaps around
60, though the exact num-
ber would be determined
by the DNC’s rules commit-
tee, which would lay out the
rules for the proceedings be-
fore they started.

There would likely be nomi-
nating speeches and second-
ing speeches. Multiple can-
didates could be nominated
before the list is whittled
down.

Q: HOW WOULD THOSE
VOTES BE COUNTED?

A: The DNC would likely
hold its meeting in Wash-
ington and the votes would
be counted there. Ballots
would be coded, signed and
collected by hand. If a vote
were to happen very close
to Election Day on Nov. 5,
when it was not possible
to meet in person, then it
would likely be virtual.
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A Closer Examination of the US Disinformation
Campaign Against China

The US campaign aimed to counter China’s rising influence in developing nations like the Philippines.
Concurrently, US vaccine distribution efforts, under “Operation Warp Speed,” prioritized domestic needs
and offered vaccines to developing nations at premium prices.

By: Stephen Ndegwa
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. In the intercon-
nected global landscape,
disinformation cam-
paigns leverage social
media, cyber warfare,

and traditional media

to sway public opinion
and influence political
stability. The US strategy
against China encompass-
es various fronts, includ-
ing highlighting alleged
human rights abuses in
Xinjiang, Hong Kong’s de-
mocracy suppression, and
restrictions on freedom of
speech.

. Western media
outlets, international hu-
man rights organizations,
and influential think
tanks amplify these issues,
portraying China as a
violator of fundamental
human rights. Similarly,
the US criticizes China’s
trade practices, accusing
it of intellectual property
theft, unfair trade poli-
cies, and market manip-
ulation, framing China

as an economic threat to
global stability. Economic
measures like tariffs and
sanctions are justified
within this narrative.

A recent Reuters investiga-
tion has uncovered a clan-
destine effort by the US mil-
itary during the COVID-19
pandemic to undermine
China’s vaccine and aid ini-
tiatives in the Philippines.
This operation involved over
300 fake social media ac-
counts on X (formerly Twit-
ter), posing as Filipinos to
disparage Chinese products
such as masks, test kits, and
the Sinovac vaccine.

These accounts, created
primarily in the summer of
2020, employed the hashtag
#Chinaangvirus,  linking
China directly with the vi-
rus itself. Upon scrutiny by
Reuters, X identified and
removed these accounts as
part of a coordinated bot
campaign.

Initiated under former
President Donald Trump
and continuing into Pres-
ident Joe Bidens tenure,
this propaganda effort was
confirmed by US officials
and analysts. While a senior
Defense Department official
acknowledged its existence,
specific details were not dis-
closed.

The US campaign aimed to
counter China’s rising in-
fluence in developing na-
tions like the Philippines.
Concurrently, US vaccine
distribution efforts, under

“Operation Warp Speed,”
prioritized domestic needs
and offered vaccines to de-
veloping nations at premi-
um prices. In response, the
Chinese Foreign Ministry
condemned these actions as
hypocritical and driven by
a thirst for power. Neither
Trump nor Biden’s spokes-
people commented on the

program.
In today’s era of rapid in-
formation  dissemination

and advanced technology,
the strategic use of disin-
formation has emerged as a
pivotal tool in international
relations. As a global su-
perpower, the US engages
in a persistent struggle for
influence and dominance
against China, employing
multifaceted disinformation
campaigns.

Disinformation tactics
have historically been inte-
gral to international strat-
egy. During the Cold War,
both the US and the Soviet
Union extensively utilized
propaganda to undermine
each other’s political sys-
tems and global standing.
With the digital age, these
methods have evolved, be-
coming more sophisticated
and influential in shaping
contemporary geopolitical
dynamics.

In the interconnected global

landscape, disinformation
campaigns leverage social
media, cyber warfare, and
traditional media to sway
public opinion and influ-
ence political stability. The
US strategy against China
encompasses various fronts,
including highlighting al-
leged human rights abuses
in Xinjiang, Hong Kong’s
democracy suppression, and
restrictions on freedom of
speech.

Western media outlets, in-
ternational human rights or-
ganizations, and influential
think tanks amplify these
issues, portraying China as
a violator of fundamental
human rights. Similarly, the
US criticizes China’s trade
practices, accusing it of in-
tellectual property theft, un-
fair trade policies, and mar-
ket manipulation, framing
China as an economic threat
to global stability. Econom-
ic measures like tariffs and
sanctions are justified with-
in this narrative.
Furthermore, the US em-
phasizes China’s military ex-
pansion in the South China
Sea, portraying it as a sig-
nificant threat to interna-
tional maritime security and
regional stability. By high-
lighting these concerns, the
US aims to strengthen alli-
ances with countries appre-

hensive about China’s per-
ceived military ambitions.

Official US government
channels, including the State
Department and detailed re-
ports on human rights and
economic practices, play
pivotal roles in shaping and
disseminating this narrative.
Prominent Western media
and influential think tanks
publish critical analyses that
reinforce the disinformation
narrative, while social me-
dia platforms are utilized for
coordinated disinformation
campaigns involving fake
accounts and bots to amplify
messaging.

In response, China has de-
veloped its own strategies
to counter these narratives
and enhance its global im-
age. Chinese media outlets
provide counter-narratives
that defend China’s policies
and critique US actions.
Moreover, China seeks to
forge alliances, particular-
ly with developing nations,
to counterbalance negative
US influence and promote
a multipolar world order.
Efforts such as internation-
al aid, cultural exchanges,
and partnerships are instru-
mental in improving China’s
global standing and foster-
ing goodwill.

The US disinformation cam-
paign against China holds

profound implications for
global politics, economic
stability, and international
relations. It cultivates an at-
mosphere of mistrust and
hostility, complicating dip-
lomatic efforts and inter-
national cooperation. Fur-
thermore, it exerts influence
over public opinion both
domestically and globally,
aiming to shape perceptions
against China.

The strategic deployment of
disinformation underscores
the intricate nature of mod-
ern international relations.
The ongoing US campaign
against China underscores
the potency of narratives in
shaping global perceptions
and political dynamics. As
technology continues to
evolve, so too will the strat-
egies and tactics employed
in this enduring battle for
influence and power.
Understanding the mechan-
ics and motivations behind
these campaigns is impera-
tive for policymakers, media
consumers, and global citi-
zens alike. It underscores the
necessity of critical thinking
and the imperative to seek
out reliable sources of in-
formation in an era where
disinformation wields sub-
stantial influence.
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Haiti PM travels to US as Kenyan police patrol

capital

Haitian Prime Minister Garry Conille left Port-au-Prince on Friday to travel to Washington
and New York, as freshly deployed Kenyan police officers began patrolling the city as part of a
U.N.-backed mission to battle armed gangs that have taken over the capital.
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Haitian National police SWAT unit and Kenyan Police walk through a steep hill to board an armoured vehicle after one of
the vehicles broke down on a steep hill while patrolling through a neighborhood, after the arrival of the first contingent of
Kenyan police as part of a peacekeeping mission, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti June 28, 2024. REUTERS/Ricardo Arduengo

By Reuters

Haitian Prime Minister

Conille left Port-au-Prince on Fri-

Garry day to travel to Washington and

New York, as freshly deployed Ken-

yan police officers began patrolling
the city as part of a UN.-backed
mission to battle armed gangs that
have taken over the capital.

Conille’s office said he would travel
with Foreign Minister Dominique
Dupuy, Finance Minister Ketleen
Florestal and chief of staff Nesmy
Manigat, while Justice Minister
Carlos Hercule would stay as acting
prime minister on his behalf.

“The delegation will have important
work meetings with officials from
international financial institutions,
among others. It will also inspect
Haiti’s embassy in Washington,” the
office said, without giving further
details.

A spokesperson for the U.S. Na-
tional Security Council said Deputy
National Security Advisor Jon Finer
would meet with Conille on Mon-
day.

The U.S. is the principal financial
backer of a Kenya-led international
security force the United Nations
has ratified be sent to Haiti to help
its police battle armed gangs that
have plunged the country into a hu-
manitarian crisis.

Haiti’s former government first re-
quested the force in 2022 and the a
first deployment of Kenyan police
arrived this week, though it is un-

clear when the rest of the force - ex-
pected to number over 2,500 - is set
to arrive.

As armed khaki-clad Kenyan police
in bullet-proof jackets and helmets
patrolled the city in black armored
vans, Port-au-Prince residents said
they hoped the force could stop the
indiscriminate killings and allow
business to restart.

“We need peace. If the Kenyan po-
lice forces are here, it’s so we can re-
turn to the lives we used to have. We
hope they’ve come to work serious-
ly; said resident Kloud Dine.

“We need the Kenyans here a while
here because the gang members
make us suffer too much,” added
Louise Baret, a painter. “Enough is
enough”

In a video shared on social media
on Wednesday, gang leader Jimmy
“Barbecue” Cherizier rallied armed
men, telling them to fire on Kenyan
police and pledging to fight to the
death: “T don't care if they are white
or black. If theyre not Haitian and
they’re on Haitian soil, they’re in-
vaders,” he said.

Over half a million people have fled
their homes due to the violence and
around half the population is going
hungry.

Zelenskyy seeks EU follow-through on pledges of
military aid

VOA

Ukrainian  President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy attended the European
Union summit in Brussels Thursday,
where he thanked EU members for
a long-term security agreement they
were expected to sign and urged de-
livery of promised packages of mili-
tary aid.

During a press availability with Eu-
ropean Council President Charles
Michel, Zelenskyy expressed grat-
itude for the promised military aid
but added that Ukraine’s battlefield
needs are urgent, especially air de-
fenses.

He also thanked the EU and Group
of Seven nations for their pledge to
use roughly $50 billion in frozen
Russian assets to support Ukraine’s
war effort.

Ahead of the meeting, Zelenskyy
posted a statement on his official X
account, saying he expected to sign
a total of three security agreements
with EU member nations, including
one with the EU, as a whole.

“For the first time, this agreement
will enshrine the commitment of
all 27 Member States to provide
Ukraine with extensive support, re-
gardless of any internal institutional
changes,” he said.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, and European Council President Charles Michel speak with the media as
they arrive for an EU summit in Brussels, June 27, 2024.

Referring to Ukraine’s EU accession
talks, which began this week, he
added, “Each step we take brings us
closer to our historic goal of peace
and prosperity in our common Eu-
ropean home.”

Aerial attacks

Meanwhile, Ukraine said Thursday
it thwarted nearly all of Russia’s over-
night aerial attacks, with Ukrainian
air defenses shooting down five Rus-

sian missiles and 23 drones.

The Ukrainian air force said Russian
forces fired a total of six missiles at
Ukraine, but did not specify the tar-
gets of the attacks.

Reports from regional officials

showed Russia directed missiles and
drones at parts of southern Ukraine.
Vitaliy Kim, governor of the Myko-
laiv region, reported on Telegram
that Ukrainian air defenses shot
down six aerial drones and three
cruise missiles.

In Kherson, Governor Oleksan-
dr Prokudin said on Telegram that
Ukrainian forces shot down two
drones.

Air defenses shot down another
drone over the Dnipropetrovsk re-
gion, the governor there said on
Telegram.

Russias defense ministry said its
forces downed four Ukrainian ae-
rial drones over the Tver region,
northwest of Moscow, as well as two
drones over the Moscow region and
another over Belgorod.

Ukraine frequently targets Bel-
gorod, which is located along the
Russia-Ukraine border, with attacks
against areas such as Moscow and
Tver occurring more rarely.
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US judge sentences Honduran ex-president to 45
years for drug traﬂickmg

Former Honduran President Juan
Orlando Hernandez was sentenced
Wednesday in New York to 45 years
in US. prison for aiding drug traf-
fickers who used the Honduran mil-
itary and national police forces to
transport large amounts of cocaine
into the United States.

Hernandez, 55, governed Honduras,
a U.S. ally in Central America, from
2014 to 2022, serving two terms.

He was arrested at his home in the
capital, Tegucigalpa, three months
after leaving office in 2022 and was
extradited to the U.S. in April of that
year.

His brother, Juan Antonio “Tony”
Hernandez, was sentenced to life in
prison in 2021 on similar drug-re-
lated charges.

Prosecutors alleged that Hernandez
had colluded with drug traffickers
since 2004, accepting millions of
dollars in bribes. They argued for a
life sentence, saying it would deter
other traffickers and corrupt offi-
cials.

“Hernandez did more to combat
drug trafficking in Honduras than
any president before or since,” said
his lawyer, Renato Stabile, who
sought a maximum sentence of

US

40 years and indicated Hernandez
would appeal.

During the trial in Manhattan feder-
al court, Hernandez admitted drug
money had permeated all major
political parties in Honduras but
denied personally accepting bribes.
The jury convicted him in March
based on evidence that he used drug
money to manipulate elections in
2013 and 2017.

Hernandez maintained his inno-
cence, attributing the charges to
revenge by convicted traffickers op-
posed to his anti-drug policies.
Judge P. Kevin Castel also fined him
$8 million. Castel called the former
president a “two-faced politician
hungry for power” and said he pro-
tected certain traffickers.
Hernandez criticized the trial’s fair-
ness and claimed critical evidence
was excluded.

“Its as if I had been thrown into a
deep river with my hands bound,
Hernandez said through an inter-
preter.

-.
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Former Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez attends his sentencing before U.S. District Judge Kevin Castel on
drug trafficking charges in federal court in New York on June 26, 2024, in this courtroom sketch.

Senior US Republican demands Biden administration
shut Gaza aid pier

A truck carries humanitarian aid across Trident Pier, a temporary pier to deliver aid, oft the Gaza Strip, amid the ongoing

conflict between Israel and Hamas, near the Gaza coast, June 25, 2024. REUTERS/Amir Cohen/File Photo

By Reuters

The Republican lawmaker who leads
the House Armed Services Commit-
tee has written to the Biden admin-
istration formally demanding it shut
down its aid pier off the coast Gaza,
calling the operation ineffective,
risky and a waste of money.

The offshore floating pier, an-
nounced by Biden in March as a re-

sponse to the threat of famine in the
Gaza Strip, was constructed off the
coast of the enclave by the U.S. mil-
itary as a way to bring in food and
other aid supplies.

The U.S. military has been autho-
rized to operate it until the end of
July, but a U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development official said this
week that the administration could
seek to extend it for at least another

month.

“I urge the Administration to im-
mediately cease this failed operation
before further catastrophe occurs
and consider alternative means of
land and air-based humanitarian
aid delivery;” House Armed Services
Committee Chairman Mike Rogers
wrote in a letter seen by Reuters.
The letter, sent to White House Na-
tional Security Advisor Jake Sulli-

van, Defense Secretary Lloyd Aus-
tin and Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, has not been previously
reported.

Rogers has long opposed the pier
and has called in the past for it to
be dismantled, but he had not previ-
ously expressed that view in a formal
written letter to the administration.
His armed services committee is the
Pentagon’s top oversight body in the
House of Representatives, and for-
mal requests from its chairman tra-
ditionally require a response from
Pentagon officials.

Aid first began arriving via the U.S.-
built pier on May 17 into Gaza,
where nearly all the 2.3 million resi-
dents have been displaced by Israels
campaign against the militant group
Hamas.

But rough seas have damaged the
pier, forcing repairs, and poor
weather has limited the number of
days the pier has been operational.
Most of the supplies that have
reached the shore have yet to be dis-
tributed by UN aid agencies which
say their operations have been limit-
ed by insecurity.

“As of June 19, JLOTS had only been
operational about 10 days and had
only moved 3,415 metric tons onto
the beach in Gaza,” Rogers wrote,
using the U.S. military’s acronym for
the pier system, known as Joint Lo-
gistics Over the Shore.

According to U.S. military data, as of
Tuesday, 8,332 pallets had been de-

livered via the pier. But around 84%
of them have been sitting on Gaza’s
coast in a marshalling area waiting
to be picked up by the United Na-
tions for distribution.

The World Food Programme paused
deliveries earlier this month over se-
curity concerns.

Reuters was given rare access to
the U.S. military-run pier off Gaza
on Tuesday and saw aid pallets be-
ing moved from a vessel onto the
1,200-foot (370 m)-long pier as it
bobbed around with the incoming
waves. The pallets were then taken
by trucks to the coast.

The operation is complex, involving
about 1,000 U.S. military personnel.
The Pentagon estimates the first 90
days of operation will cost about
$230 million.

Rogers also noted that three U.S.
servicemembers suffered non-com-
bat injuries while deployed on the
operation.

“I urge the Administration to im-
mediately cease this failed operation
before further catastrophe occurs
and consider alternative means of
land and air-based humanitarian aid
delivery;” Rogers wrote.
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“The people have spoken’: Why did Kenya’s Ruto
reject tax bill he pushed?

Western pressure likely forced William Ruto to backtrack after deadly violence, but his credibility has
been badly hit, say analysts.

By: Shola Lawal
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Worth
Noting:

. Ruto has increasing-
ly faced criticism, culminat-
ing in the mass protests that
have rocked Kenya over the
past 10 days. Anger at the
president’s tax-collection
strategies has long been sim-
mering, especially among
young Kenyans.

. Ruto has a new
nickname — “Zakayo”, a
reference to the corrupt bib-
lical Zaccheus, the chief tax
collector of Jericho. Many
accuse Ruto of failing to
deliver on election promises
to root out graft.

. Indeed, during his
campaign for office, the for-
mer vice president painted
himself as an outsider to the
power matrix that had long
been a mainstay of Kenyan
politics, where a handful

of politically influential
families controlled power.
He claimed to be a “hustler”
and promised to ease tough
living conditions for low
earners by cracking down
on ingrained corruption
that has weakened Kenya’s
institutions. He also prom-
ised to reform a police force
long criticised for brutality,
limit government waste, and
free the country of its huge
$82bn debt.

Kenya’s President William Ruto speaks during a meeting with US President Joe Biden and business leaders at the White House in Washington, DC, the United States,

Kenya’s President William
Ruto on Wednesday evening
rolled back controversial tax
reforms that he had cham-
pioned in the face of public
opposition, after mass pro-
tests turned violent a day
earlier, leaving 23 people
dead, according to the Ken-
ya National Commission on
Human Rights.

“The people have spoken,
Ruto said in a press confer-
ence at around 4:30 pm local
time (13:30 GMT), barely
24 hours before protesters
vowed to again take to the
streets. “I concede”

The admission of defeat
was rare for a politician not
known to backtrack, and
was a sharp about-turn from
his speech less than a day
earlier, when, after the vio-
lence, he had adopted a firm,
almost threatening posture
towards protesters. He had
accused “treasonous” in-
dividuals of attempting “to
undermine security and
stability”. The president had
also deployed the military
against protesters, an un-
usually high-handed move,
experts said.

The reversal in Rutos po-
sition on Wednesday has
led to questions about what
changed his mind, said an-
alysts — even as a cloud
hangs over his credibility,
two years after he came to
power promising a break for

corruption and misgover-
nance.

“Idon’t believe it is genuine, I
think he is just buying time,
Willis Okumu, a senior re-
searcher with the Pan-Afri-
can think-tank Institute for
Security Studies (ISS), told
Al Jazeera. “I think he has
been advised that this is po-
litically damaging and most
likely Western pressure has
played a role. He needed to
steady the ship after messing

up:

A hardliner loved by the
West

Rutos  tough-on-security
messaging in his Tuesday
speech drew criticism from
the Kenya National Com-
mission on Human Rights,
which called it “insensitive”
and “inciteful”, and claimed
it fuelled the killings of peo-
ple in a suburb of Nairobi,
hours after the protesters
had been dispersed through
police firing.

Experts also said that state-
ment signalled Rutos dis-
connect from the Kenyan
population. It underscored
the image Ruto has long had
in Kenya, as someone who
is inflexible, but who has
enjoyed legitimacy from the
West, particularly the Unit-
ed States, despite a long his-
tory of alleged involvement
in electoral violence.

Some of those allegations

May 22, 2024 [Susan Walsh/AP]

led the International Crimi-
nal Court to probe Ruto on
charges of crimes against
humanity. Those charges
were dropped in 2016 for a
lack of evidence.

“For those of us who have
known him for a long time,
we know Ruto to be a lead-
er who is a hardliner;” Oku-
mu of the ISS said. “We've
always been surprised that
the West has embraced him.
They know who he is, but
because he is spearheading
Western interests, they look
away.’

Since his election in 2022,
Ruto has drawn close to
Western powers, position-
ing himself as progressive on
climate change, and refusing
to join most African nations
in their outright condemna-
tion of Israel over the war on
Gaza, instead professing a
more neutral position.

To the US in particular, Ruto
has emerged as the most vi-
able East African leader to
back, one whose loyalty is
deserving of support, in a
region where Washington’s
relations with President
Yoweri Museveni of Uganda
and President Paul Kagame
of Rwanda are tense.

On Tuesday, a Kenyan po-
lice team leading a United
Nations-backed mission
touched down in troubled
Haiti, after Rutos dogged
pursuit of the one-of-a-kind

deal for an African coun-
try. That mission is largely
backed and funded by the
US.

Earlier, in May, US Presi-
dent Joe Biden feted Ruto
and First Lady Rachel Ruto
in a lavish state dinner - a
first for an African leader
in 16 years. Biden then be-
stowed on Kenya the title
of “non-major NATO ally”
- a major move expected
to enhance an already tight
security cooperation with
Nairobi. The US formally in-
corporated that designation
on Monday.

“Zakayo' Ruto

But at home, Ruto has in-
creasingly faced criticism,
culminating in the mass pro-
tests that have rocked Kenya
over the past 10 days. Anger
at the presidents tax-col-
lection strategies has long
been simmering, especially
among young Kenyans.
Ruto has a new nickname —
“Zakayo”, a reference to the
corrupt biblical Zaccheus,
the chief tax collector of Jer-
icho. Many accuse Ruto of
failing to deliver on election
promises to root out graft.
Indeed, during his cam-
paign for office, the former
vice president painted him-
self as an outsider to the
power matrix that had long
been a mainstay of Kenyan
politics, where a handful of

politically influential fam-
ilies controlled power. He
claimed to be a “hustler”
and promised to ease tough
living conditions for low
earners by cracking down
on ingrained corruption
that has weakened Kenya’s
institutions. He also prom-
ised to reform a police force
long criticised for brutality,
limit government waste, and
free the country of its huge
$82bn debt.

However, Rutos detractors
say he has not delivered on
those claims. What has irked
many in particular, they say,
are the frequent hikes in
taxes with no correspond-
ing improvements in social
amenities. Already, a 2023
law doubled taxes on fuel,
and the initial draft of this
year’s finance bill was set to
turther raise that fuel tax.
All this comes amid a bit-
ter economic crisis that has
seen the value of the Kenyan
shilling drop by 22 percent
against the US dollar since
2022, causing food, trans-
port, and energy prices to
soar, while incomes have
largely stayed the same.
Ruto initially justified the
tax increases, saying they
were necessary for Kenyas
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“The people have spoken’: Why did Kenya’s Ruto
reject tax bill he pushed?

To the US in particular, Ruto has emerged as the most viable East African leader to back, one whose loy-
alty is deserving of support, in a region where Washington’s relations with President Yoweri Museveni of
Uganda and President Paul Kagame of Rwanda are tense

By: Shola Lawal
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

. “The reason why
there were so many young
people in the streets is
that they say things as
they see it,” said Nanjala
Nyabola, a political re-
searcher and writer. “Old-
er Kenyans are used to the
gap that exists between
what politicians promise
and what they deliver.

But young people will not
have it.”

. As the protests
escalated last week, Ruto
at first attempted to strike
a cooperative tone, stating
the government’s respect
for the right to protest.

. On Tuesday, how-
ever, after police opened
fire on protesters, the im-
age he sought to present
appeared to be unraveling
with Kenya’s Western
allies.

. “We note that Ken-
ya’s constitution guaran-
tees the right to peaceful
protests,” a joint state-
ment from the embassies
of the US, United King-
dom, Germany, and sever-
al other Western countries
said. “We regret the tragic
loss of life and injuries
sustained, including the
use of live gunfire ... and
are deeply concerned by
allegations of abductions
of protesters.”

Kenya police take on a man during a protest over proposed tax hikes in a finance bill, in downtown Nairobi, Kenya on Tuesday, June 25, 2024 [Brian Inganga/AP
Photo]

debts. His government took
office amid a punishing
drought in 2022 and after
the Russia-Ukraine war dis-
rupted food imports.

“It is instructive that for ev-
ery 100 shillings we collect
as tax, we pay 61 shillings for
debt,” Ruto said on Wednes-
day, justifying why he had
backed the tax reforms.
However, critics have long

-

said massive waste in pub-
lic spending could offset the
debts. Ruto is widely seen in
Kenya as a jet-setter — crit-
ics call him the “flying pres-
ident”. While that travel has
earned him some brickbats,
he has argued his overseas
visits are needed to draw
investment to the cash-
strapped country.

Detractors also accuse the

U.5. Embassy Nairobi {3 =
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president of pandering to
West-led institutions like
the International Monetary
Fund. The IMF backed Nai-
robi on the now-rejected tax
reforms, as part of a loan
facility it said was necessary
to “preserve debt sustain-
ability” In April, the IMF
said there was a significant
shortfall in tax collection
that would keep Kenya’s do-
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mestic borrowing needs up
— although it also stressed
the need to cut government
waste.

Did Western pressure force
Ruto’s hand?

The anti-tax protests, which
initially began in 2023 after
the first tax hike, signify a
major shift in a Kenya where
previously, most people ac-
cepted the inadequacies of
government, experts said.
“The reason why there were
so many young people in
the streets is that they say
things as they see it said
Nanjala Nyabola, a political
researcher and writer. “Old-
er Kenyans are used to the
gap that exists between what
politicians  promise and
what they deliver. But young
people will not have it”

As the protests escalated last
week, Ruto at first attempted
to strike a cooperative tone,
stating the government’s re-
spect for the right to protest.
On Tuesday, however, after
police opened fire on pro-
testers, the image he sought
to present appeared to be
unraveling with Kenya’s
Western allies.

“We note that Kenya’s con-
stitution  guarantees the
right to peaceful protests,”
a joint statement from the
embassies of the US, Unit-
ed Kingdom, Germany, and
several other Western coun-
tries said. “We regret the

tragic loss of life and injuries
sustained, including the use
of live gunfire ... and are
deeply concerned by allega-
tions of abductions of pro-
testers.”

That reaction, experts said,
appears to have pressured
the Ruto government to act
with more restraint, and
likely led to his softening
tone on Wednesday, where
he called the protesters “our
sons and daughters”. In ad-
dition to the rollback, Ruto
also announced cuts across
government spending on
travel and hospitality.

Still, some analysts said they
have little faith that Ruto
will follow through on his
promises.

“I don’t think he will imple-
ment them,” Willis of the ISS
said. “He has been president
for two years and he has
delivered zero of what he
promised”

And despite the rollback,
it won’t be easy for Ruto to
resurrect his credibility be-
fore the Kenyan people, said
Nyabola, the political writer.
Rutos new stance “definite-
ly responds to many of the
grievances that protesters
raised, but unfortunately,
he’s burned through a lot of
legitimacy; she said.

Source: Al Jazeera



Generation Z: A Force That Cannot
Be Ignored in Kenya

Generation Z, now entering the workforce in significant numbers, is driving change not only in the
political arena but also in the corporate world.

By: BERNARD MOMANYT.
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Worth
Noting:

. Companies today
are under pressure from
multiple fronts: young
activists within their ranks,
investor demands for ethical
practices, and customer
expectations for corporate
social responsibility. The
market has shown that firms
which take a stand on social
issues often fare better. For
example, companies that
quickly pulled out of Russia
after its invasion of Ukraine
saw better market perfor-
mance compared to those
that hesitated. This trend
underscores a significant
shift in corporate signaling
that reflects broader societal
changes.

. In Kenya, the youth-
led protests against the Fi-
nance Bill are a microcosm
of this global phenomenon.
Young Kenyans are using
social media platforms like
TikTok to amplify their
message, turning what
started as online dissent into
powerful street protests.
This generation’s adept use
of digital tools has made
their activism more visible
and impactful, showcasing
their ability to mobilize and
influence public opinion.

Thousands of youth, mainly GenZ’s held massive demonstrations in Kenya’s capital Nairobi and other major towns in June 2024 to protest against the Finance Bill
2024, with some saying “Ruto Must GO.”

In recent weeks, Kenya has
witnessed a remarkable up-
rising led by its youngest
demographic, Generation Z,
who have taken to the streets
in mass protests against the
Finance Bill 2024. These
demonstrations have proven
to be more than just fleeting
moments of dissent; they
are a clear message to the
government that the voices
of the youth cannot be dis-
missed. While some lead-
ers initially underestimated
their influence, President
William Ruto has recog-
nized their significance and
has vowed to engage with
them. This shift is not mere-
ly a reaction to protests but
an acknowledgment of a
broader societal transfor-
mation.

Generation Z, now entering
the workforce in significant
numbers, is driving change
not only in the political are-
na but also in the corporate
world. Their so-called “un-
reasonable” demands are be-
ing met not out of obligation
but necessity. The corporate
world, understanding that it
cannot afford to alienate an

entire generation, is adapt-
ing rapidly. Consulting firms
like Edelman are stepping
in as “Gen Z whisperers,
helping companies align
with the values and expec-
tations of young employees
and customers. This shift isa
testament to the power and
influence of Generation Z.
Companies today are un-
der pressure from multi-
ple fronts: young activists
within their ranks, investor
demands for ethical prac-
tices, and customer expec-
tations for corporate social
responsibility. The market
has shown that firms which
take a stand on social is-
sues often fare better. For
example, companies that
quickly pulled out of Russia
after its invasion of Ukraine
saw better market perfor-
mance compared to those
that hesitated. This trend
underscores a significant
shift in corporate signaling
that reflects broader societal
changes.

In Kenya, the youth-led
protests against the Finance
Bill are a microcosm of this
global phenomenon. Young

Kenyans are using social
media platforms like Tik-
Tok to amplify their mes-
sage, turning what started
as online dissent into pow-
erful street protests. This
generation’s adept use of
digital tools has made their
activism more visible and
impactful, showcasing their
ability to mobilize and influ-
ence public opinion.

President Ruto’s response to
these protests is indicative of
a government that is begin-
ning to understand the im-
portance of engaging with
its youth. His promise to
address their concerns and
include them in discussions
about the nation’s future is
a step in the right direction.
The Finance Bill protests
highlight that the youth are
not just demanding change
but are also offering to be
part of the solution.

This movement is not iso-
lated to Kenya. Across the
world, Generation Z is
pushing for social justice,
environmental sustainabil-
ity, and corporate account-
ability. Their activism is re-
shaping how companies and

governments operate. The
Financial Times recently
reported on the rise of ad-
visers who help businesses
adapt to the values of young
employees and customers.
This adaptation is not just
about meeting demands but
about aligning with a signif-
icant cultural shift.

Critics of “woke capitalism”
argue from both ends of the
spectrum. Some activists see
corporate social responsibil-
ity as mere lip service, while
others claim it detracts from
business profitability. How-
ever, these criticisms miss
the larger picture. The cor-
porate world’s shift towards
more socially liberal practic-
es is a reflection of changing
societal values. Companies
that align themselves with
these values are more like-
ly to attract both talent and
customers.

In the broader context, so-
cietal attitudes have shifted
dramatically over the past
few decades. Issues once
considered  controversial,
such as homosexuality, ca-
sual sex, and gender roles,
have become normalized.

This change is particular-
ly evident among younger
generations who are leading
the charge for a more inclu-
sive and just society.
Generation Z’s  activism,
whether in the streets of
Nairobi or through global
social media campaigns, is
a powerful reminder that
the youth are a force to be
reckoned with. They are not
just participants in the polit-
ical process but are shaping
the future of their countries.
Their influence extends be-
yond protests and into the
very fabric of society, driv-
ing change in corporate
practices, governmental
policies, and cultural norms.
As Kenya navigates the
challenges and opportuni-
ties of the future, it is clear
that Generation Z will play
a crucial role. Their voices,
demanding justice, equality,
and accountability, cannot
be ignored. They are not
just the future; they are the
present, and their impact is
already being felt across all
sectors of society.
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