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Nurturing Emotional Intelligence In Kids: Tips For Raising

Empathetic Children

By: David Ndirangu
O @themtkenyatimes

Worth Noting:

. Allow your child to
freely express their emo-
tions. It will help the child
accept his emotions and be
able to manage them. They
should understand that it

is normal to have feelings
and express them without
hurting others. The child
will develop self- control
and coping mechanisms.

. Our feelings move
through the person, get
hold of the person and then
fade away and so is a child’s
feelings. You should listen
to your child’s feelings and
allow them to go through
the process.

This term Emotional Intelligence
(EI) can be defined as the individu-
al’s capacity to recognize and man-
age his or her feelings and those of
others. Parents, guardians and teach-
ers should endeavour to develop EI
in children from an early age so that
they eventually become empathetic
grown-ups. There are several strate-
gies that can be employed to foster EI
in children.

You should at all times strive to en-
courage an honest and open discus-
sion about how the child is feeling.
Many times little children do not un-
derstand what they are going through.
It is upon you as the grown up to help
the child know whether it is sadness,
frustration, anger, loneliness and so
forth. You may even try using visual
aids like emotional facial expression
flash cards for this purpose.

Make the child free to express their
feelings without fear of being judged.
Acknowledge the child’s feelings.
Make the child know that you un-
derstand his position but you may
not necessarily agree with it. Being
understood will make the child feel
better when he does not get what he
wanted. This is known as validation
and empathy.

Children who have been taught to
‘put themselves in someone else’s
shoes’ are more inclined to be kind
and understanding when they relate
with others. In order to train your
children to be more compassionate;
talk to them regularly about their
emotions — discuss how their actions
and words are likely to affect the feel-
ings of others. Children will develop
empathy by experiencing it from oth-
ers. Be a good role model. Demon-
strate empathy as a grown up both in
action and words. Use story books
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with relatable characters and real life
examples that the children can relate
to. Practise active listening and teach
the children how to actively listen
to others without interrupting them.
Create scenarios where children can
role play different situations and re-
late them to their own real life expe-
riences.

Allow your child to freely express
their emotions. It will help the child
accept his emotions and be able to
manage them. They should under-
stand that it is normal to have feelings
and express them without hurting
others. The child will develop self-
control and coping mechanisms.

Our feelings move through the
person, get hold of the person and
then fade away and so is a child’s
feelings. You should listen to your
child’s feelings and allow them to go
through the process. When emotions
are repressed they get compressed
inside rather than being expressed in
a healthy manner. It is common for
growing children to throw outbursts
once in a while. These tantrums are
a natural way to help children vent
their emotions. We need to help the
children feel safe to express their
emotions.

Children should be taught that even
as they express their emotions, they
should do so within certain accept-
able limits. Train your child to breathe
through their emotions, to feel them
and tolerate them without the need to
act on them. There is need to learn
to express their needs without attack-
ing another person. Allow your child
to explore ways of solving their own
emotional problem. Try not be tempt-
ed to rush to solve it for them.

A child who has EI should be able
to take responsibility for their actions

EMOTIONAL
INTELLIGENCE
On
RIDS

and know that it is necessary to sin-
cerely apologise to the person they
have wronged. Children should be
taught appropriate words to express
remorse.

Developing emotional intelligence
in children has several benefits; it
makes them more resilient to life’s
challenges and setbacks - they are
better prepared to cope since they will
have developed tools to manage their
emotions effectively. It improves
their self —awareness and they are
thus able to forge and sustain healthy
relationships with good interperson-
al skills. These children are able to
manage conflicts with their siblings,
friends and classmates through ami-
cably solving their disputes.

They develop effective communi-
cation skills and are able to express
their thoughts, emotions and needs

‘since they can understand other’s

perspectives and emotions. They
will concentrate better in their school
work and have greater capacity to
manage academic stressors thereby
improving their academic perfor-
mance.

Children with emotional intelligence
are less likely to suffer stress and anx-
iety as they will have developed cop-
ing mechanisms to deal with stressful
situations.

David Ndirangu Bsc. Internation-
al Business Administration (USIU-
A) CPA (K) Business Management
Consultant and Author  of the book;
This is DAVE. Email: ndiranguda-
vid2023@gmail.com
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Central Region Economic Bloc (CEREB) Department of Agriculture CECMs from 8 Counties
have undertaken a two day working meeting with Institute for Culture and Ecology. The main
theme was Food Tracability and Mainstreaming Organic Farming. The mountain region caucus
has multiple donors working with them to support farming, what the market wants and delivering
it the way the market demands. It interprets international food requirements, sanitary and phyto
sanitary measures to the counties affiliated to the bloc.

Theregional specialneeds education games forthe Persons with Disabi 1t1esforprinMcond-
aryschoolswillbeheldinKericho County forthree days starting from Suunday to Tuesday next week.
The games which have attracted 14 counties in the Country will include four disciplines namely
the Visually impaired, mentally handicapped, hearing impairment and the physically challenged.
Speaking in his office Thursday, the Kericho County Director of Education (CDE) Mr Julius
Ngoneshi said that Kericho County is privileged to host the games for the second time having
hosted the same event successfully in 2015.

MP Charles Thursday gave out three
school buses to education institutions in his constituency.
TheMPsaidthebusesboughtusing fundsfromthe Constituency NG-CDFkitty weremeanttofacilitate
students to attend education tours, sports and any other academic need that may arise in the schools.
The MP said his effort in education and in concert with other education stakeholders, has
seen schools in Kasipul constituency take lead in Homa Bay County in KCSE examination.
The buses bought during the financial year 2023/2024 at a cost of Sh8 million each
went to Kalando and Sino SDA Mixed Secondary Schools and Rachuonyo Kenya Medi-
cal Training College (KMTC) in what the MP termed as a special request by the institution.
Governor Wanga who was the main guest during the event held
at  Agoro  Sare  Primary  School  ground  flagged  off the  buses.
The governor said her government is working closely with the national government to improve
the education standards in the county.

Ong’ondo on

Sat & Sun, July 27-28, 2024 | The Mt. Kenya Times

The security committee in Narok County has organized a three days’ seminar
with key stakeholders to deliberate on measures to fight illicit brew in the county.
Narok County Commissioner Kipkech Lotiatia, said the decision was arrived at fol-
lowing increasing number of crimes that is influenced by irresponsible drinking.
He underscored that the security committee was concerned that many families were
breaking up, children defiled and others murdered in cold blood because of illicit brew.
“It is only yesterday that a woman was murdered by his husband who was drunk. These incidents
can be avoided if we come together and reason out on how we can curb such crimes,” he said.
Also brought on board in the discussions were the Maa Council of elders, chiefs, nyumba kumi
representatives, religious leaders, media, women groups, youth groups, civil society and business
community.

David Ndung’u from Gathuthi Tea Factory was yesterday elected the Nyeri County tea farmers
Kenya Tea Development Agency (KTDA) Board member. He garnered 11 votes while the outgo-
ing board member Kamau Ngatia received seven votes. The other contender John Kinyua got 10
votes. Ndung’u who is a director for Gathuthi tea factory in Tetu constituency said he would be
pressing for the interest of farmers from KTDA Zone 4 who are Nyeri County farmers affiliated
Chinga, Iria-ini, Gitugi, Gathuthi and Ragati tea factories.
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Nonagenarian To Serve

Three Decades For

Defilement

Criminal law

By: DPP

A 90-year-old farmer from
Kilifi, Kea Katana Mdudu, has
been sentenced to 30 years in
prison for defiling his 6-year-
old stepdaughter.

Senior Resident Magistrate
Daniel Sifuma Sitati found
Mdudu guilty of the offense
under section 8(1) and 8(2) of
the Sexual Offences Act No. 3
0f 2006.

Mdudu committed the crime
on July 16, 2019, in Mwacba
Pangani village, Tsangalawe-

ni, Ganze Sub County, Kilifi
County.

The Magistrate noted that the
prosecution, represented by
Ridhwan Mohamed, success-
fully proved the case beyond
reasonable doubt through tes-
timonies from five witnesses,
including the victim.

The court further noted that the
minor had her innocence taken
from her by her stepfather, who
was expected to offer her love
and protection, observing that
Mdudu’s actions fell below so-
cietal standards.

During the trial, the victim’s
mother recounted leaving her
daughter in Mdudu’s care while
she attended to her business.

Upon returning, she discov-
ered the abuse occurring on
their matrimonial bed. She
alerted neighbors, who inter-
vened and detained Mdudu un-
til the police arrived.

Mdudu was subsequently ar-
rested and charged.

Sitati stated that the substantial
prison sentence serves as a de-
terrent against defilement and
other sexual and gender-based
violence offenses in the county.
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Kenyans Demand
Accountability And Reform
From Cabinet Secretary

Nominees

By: James Kilonzo Bwire
O @themtkenyatimes

As the vetting process for
Cabinet Secretary (CS) nom-
inees begins, Kenyans have
expressed a mix of hope and
apprehension. In open letters
to the nominees, citizens have
articulated their desire for a
government that prioritizes
transparency,  accountability,
and genuine reform.

Kenyans are calling for nom-
inees to demonstrate a strong
commitment to addressing
pressing issues such as corrup-
tion, youth unemployment, and
the delivery of public services.
They expect the nominees to
possess not only the neces-
sary qualifications but also the
integrity and willingness to

engage with the public’s con-
cerns.

The recent wave of protests,
particularly led by the youth,
has underscored the urgency
for change. Citizens are urg-
ing the nominees to prioritize
policies that resonate with the
needs of the populace, especial-
ly in critical sectors like health,
education, and economic man-
agement.

Furthermore, there is a grow-
ing demand for nominees to
distance themselves from the
failures of past administrations.
Kenyans are skeptical of re-
appointments and are pushing
for fresh perspectives that can
drive meaningful change.

The public has been invited to
submit written statements on
oath contesting the suitability
of any nominee, with support-
ing evidence, by July 31. This
allows for public participation

in the vetting process, as man-
dated by the Constitution.
After the vetting, the Com-
mittee on Appointments will
table a report on the floor of the
House for consideration. The
House will then deliberate on
the report and either approve
or reject the nominations. If
the House neither approves nor
rejects a nomination within the
specified period, the nominee is
deemed approved.

Ultimately, the expectation is
clear: the new Cabinet must
not only be competent but also
responsive to the voices of the
people they serve. As the vet-
ting process unfolds, the nom-
inees have the opportunity to
either reaffirm or redefine their
roles in shaping a government
that reflects the aspirations of
all Kenyans.
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By: MKT Correspondent
O @themtkenyatimes

The Kenya Accountants and Secre-
taries National Examination Board
(KASNEB) has announced its deter-
mination to support the country in the
fight against corruption through the
training of fraud examiners who will
examine fraud and corruption cases.
About 10 Certified Forensic Fraud
Examiner (CFFE) professionals have
graduated from the post professional
course that is helpful in building a
career in fraud risk management and
fraud detection systems.

Speaking after the ceremony in
Mombasa, Chief Executive Officer of
KASNEB Nicholas Letting said that
the institution has marked a very sig-
nificant fundamental issue where the
first cohort of the professionals has
graduated.

Letting said that the graduates have
successfully pursued the qualifica-
tion which was launched in 2021 and
started administering exams in April
2022.

He said they have filled a gap that
exists in the integrity sector where
all the investigative agencies need to
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Organizations Asked To Enroll Staff For Fraud
Examination Course
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Chief Executive Officer of KASNEB Nicholas Letting

have experts who have gone through
the course.

“The course was launched in 2021
partnering with a representative of the
Association of Certified Fraud Exam-
iners (ACFE) who have assisted us to
come up with this qualification as
KASNEB and we have administered
the examinations,” he said.

He noted that there are three mod-
ules for the course and each of the

modules has three papers.

He said that the unique factor about
the course was that it has a Kenyan
case study chapter called Integrated
Case Study Paper whereby students
go through role modeling by coming
up with a paper based on the situation
in the country tasking them to tackle
it as fraud examiners, having been
backed up by legal cases.

“As KASNEB, we want to support

the government in the fight against
corruption. We are looking forward
to the impact of the professionals on
the nation,” he added.

Chairperson of KASNEB Dr. Nancy
Muriuki said that the graduation has
produced graduates who would help
the country deal with integrity cases.

Muriuki said money is lost and failed
to be accounted for in the country yet
there were many unemployed young
people with some families languish-
ing in poverty.

“We now have people who can help
us to fight corruption in terms of
fraud examination. This is not just a
career progression but a calling and
a passion. You have to carry the spirit
and mind the common good other-
wise the certificate will not be use-
ful,” she said.

Chief Executive Officer of Associa-
tion of Certified Fraud Examiners in
Kenya Jane Mugo said that she high-
ly supports the programme in Ken-
ya so that it could be tailored to the
country’s legal environment.

Mugo said the CFFE programme
was an international course admin-
istered by KASNEB and the admin-
istrators have heavily benchmarked
with the international bodies in
charge to make it better and relatable

to the country.

As a mentor and trainer of the grad-
uates she noted that there were still
very few professionals in the country
under this docket calling for more to
come so that they would be able to
build capacity to fight fraud and cor-
ruption in the country.

“We are calling all the organizations
to consider having certified fraud
examiners in their organizations and
dedicated senior members of staff
especially to small organizations to
add to the other responsibilities they
have,” she said.

She noted that it was high time that
board members considered the in-
clusion of fraud examiners in their
boards to help them fight fraud and
corruption and also assist in achiev-
ing their primary responsibility.

According to Mugo, the Internation-
al Certified Fraud Examiners under
KASNEB now has 10 professionals
that have graduated and 18 others
waiting for graduation.

She added that there were quite a
number of other professionals in
module one and two, yet to finish the
course.

A Murang’a School Gets Computer Lab To Spur Digital

Learning

By: Kenya News Agency

A Murang’a primary school has ben-
efited with a computer lab to support
digital learning especially for learn-
ers of junior secondary school.

Learners of Mjini primary school
located at the outskirts of Mu-
rang’a town were gifted with the lab
equipped with 10 computers among
other supporting equipment by a for-
mer student as a way of giving back
to the society.

Kamau Wairuri under his foundation
said the computer lab will go a long
way to promote digital learning espe-
cially to learners of the competency
based curriculum.

Launching the lab on Thursday, Ka-
mau said when he visited the school
some months back, the administra-
tion expressed concerns for lack of

computers to train on digital skills.
“After engaging the school admin-
istration, I approached some of my
friends and we managed to put up a
computer lab powered by solar en-
ergy. The lab will serve the school
population as we understand each
class has an average of 40 pupils,”
explained Kamau.

He underscored the need for digital
learning saying Mjini primary is lo-
cated at an informal settlement and
the majority of parents could not help
their children to search online for
needed learning materials.

Kamau challenged the government
to factor more funding so as to boost
digital learning in primary schools,
especially those in rural areas.

“The previous government’s proj-
ect of providing tablets to class one
learners back in 2013 was a noble
move but that project was poorly
implemented. If the tablets were well
managed and successfully installed
with new syllabus to support CBC,

then they could be useful to date.” he
observed.

In the new era, Kamau noted learn-
ing in many is institutions is to be
integrated with digital skills thus the
need for all schools in the country to
have active computer labs.

The head teacher of the school, Ms
Christine Michubu said learners have
been relying on their parents’ phones
to do assignments that require digital
apparatus.

“It has been a big challenge es-
pecially to CBC learners some of
whose subjects require internet con-
nected phones, but with the lab, the
challenge will be mitigated.” Noted
Michubu.

The school, she added, has a popula-
tion of more than 500 students saying
there is need for more computers so
as to serve the learners adequately.
“We call upon well-wishers and
organizations to support us to have
more computers for our lab,” she ap-
pealed.
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Support Ruto’s Changes In Gov’t, DP Urges Kenyans

By: DPCS and MKT Correspondent ?——

¢

. “There are even
more idiots those who tried
to take advantage of the
whole scenario to settle
political scores with those
they do not support and
trying to apportion blame.
Kenyans are very intelli-
gent; they see from far, an-
alyze and they understand,”
he added.

. The Deputy Presi-
dent asked Cabinet nomi-
nees to work hard for Ken-
yans and respect the people
once vetted and approved
by the National Assembly.
. President Ruto dis-
solved his Cabinet on July
11, 2024, sending home all
Cabinet Secretaries except
the Prime Cabinet Secre-
tary Musalia Mudavadi.
The nominees are awaiting
approval by the National
Assembly.

. Mr Gachagua
rallied Kenyans to remain
united and support Pres-
ident Ruto’s agenda of
transforming the country.

Worth Noting:

- R E

From left; Secretary to the Cabinet Mercy Wanjau, Prime Cabinet Secretary Musalia Mudavadi, Deputy President Rigathi Gachagua, Laikipia Governor Joshua Irungu and

his deputy Reuben Kamuri in Nanyuki on Friday...

Deputy President Rigathi Gachagua
has appealed to Kenyans to remain
united and embrace President Wil-
liam Ruto’s Cabinet changes, term-
ing them a win for the nation.

The reconstitution of the Cabinet,
Mr Gachagua added, will increase
efficiency and effectiveness. He
castigated those trying to divide
Kenyans based on winner and loser
notions.

“I have seen many people and all
sorts of analysis on who won and
who lost, but the whole thing is a
win for the people of Kenya,” he
said on Friday at Ntukuruma village
in Nanyuki, Laikipia County.

He spoke during the burial of Mama
Susan Muthoni Kiiru Wanjohi (80),
the mother of the Secretary to the
Cabinet Mercy Wanjau, where he
also read President William Ruto’s
condolence message to the family.
At the same time, the Deputy Pres-
ident condemned the destruction
of property and chaos that occured
during the recent peaceful protests.
“Let us all remain united as a coun-
try. We have just gone through diffi-
cult period. Those who took advan-
tage of the well intentioned peaceful
protests to loot property, steal and
maim are idiots,” he said.

Mr Gachagua, additionally, criti-
cised those who used the opportu-

nity to create propaganda to mislead

Kenyans.

He noted that Kenyans are intelli-
gent people who cannot be deceived
casily.

“There are even more idiots those
who tried to take advantage of the
whole scenario to settle political
scores with those they do not sup-
port and trying to apportion blame.
Kenyans are very intelligent; they
see from far, analyze and they un-
derstand,” he added.

The Deputy President asked Cabi-
net nominees to work hard for Ken-
yans and respect the people once
vetted and approved by the National
Assembly.

President Ruto dissolved his Cabi-
net on July 11, 2024, sending home
all Cabinet Secretaries except the
Prime Cabinet Secretary Musalia
Mudavadi. The nominees are await-
ing approval by the National Assem-
bly.

Mr Gachagua rallied Kenyans to
remain united and support President
Ruto’s agenda of transforming the
country.

Mr Gachagua culogised the late
Mama Susan as “a great educationist
who mentored many young people
to be responsible people in society”.

“She was in real estate investment
and has done well. I salute her for

bringing up her children well. One
of her children, Mercy Wanjau, em-
ulated her. Mercy is an efficient pub-
lic officer, who works well with the
President and everybody. We also
clarify that when the Cabinet was
dissolved, Mercy was not affected,”
said the Deputy President.

President Ruto, in his condolence
message eulogised Mama Susan as
a kind and dedicated worker.

“Our country has lost a dedicated
servant of community. She was or-
ganized and God fearing, kind, dil-
igent, inspiring and exceptional role
model to many. She was full of fresh
thoughts that changed many lives.
We celebrate her great life and the
legacy she left behind. We pray to
God to comfort the family,” said the
President.

Meanwhile, Mr Gachagua praised
the former Cabinet for The Nation-
al Treasury Prof Njuguna Ndung’u,
who was in attendance, over his ex-
emplary performance.

“Thank you Prof Ndung’u for out-
standing performance at The Na-
tional Treasury. We know where you
found our country’s economy and
worked on its revival. Walk with
your head high as you hand over
to the new nominee. We are proud
with your performance and achieve-
ments. We wish you well,” said the

Deputy President.

At the funeral event, Mr Gachagua
was accompanied by Prime Cabinet
Secretary Musalia Mudavadi and
Cabinet nominees Soipan Tuya (De-
fence), Rebecca Miano (Tourism)
and Alice Wahome (Lands), Laikip-
ia Governor Joshua Irungu, Deputy
Governor Laikipia Reuben Kamuri
and Laikipia West MP Wachira Ka-
rani.

Area MCA Nanyuki Ward Repre-
sentative Anthony Theuri were also
present.

Others were the pioneer Kenya
Roads Board chairman Eng Isaiah
Mutonyi, former Consolidated Bank
CEO and former David Wachira and
former Government Spokesman
Eric Kiraithe.

The Prime Cabinet Secretary asked
Kenyans to shun violence and re-
main patriotic.

“Let us shun violence and chaos in
our country. We are saddened be-
cause of the lives lost in the protests
and the property destroyed. Busi-
nesses were ruined and there are
people who lost their life savings.
We request that we be law abiding
citizens and be patriotic citizens,”
said Mr Mudavadi.
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UFAA Collaborates With NGAOQO To Sensitize The Public
To Collect Unclaimed Sh62B

By: MKT Reporter
O @themtkenyatimes

[ ¢
Worth Noting:

. Njenga said
UFAA has also part-
nered with the Judiciary
to fast-track succession
cases. Talks are ongoing
with the National As-
sembly to fast-track cas-
es of deceased persons as
the Unclaimed Financial
Assets Act, 2011 directs
the Authority to recon-
firm grants.

. “A grant before
it is given is confirmed

by other processes. We
have got amendments
to this Act of ours and

also we have launched
amendments to the reg-
ulations with the Cabi-
net Secretary for Nation-
al Treasury where it will
be so easy to get your
money. It will be like a
one-stop shop,” said CPA
Njenga.

. The chairman
urged Kenyans to collect
their money as they have
so far managed to pay
only Sh2.5 billion.

The Authority Chairman CPA Francis Njenga.

The Unclaimed Financial Assets Au-
thority (UFAA) has partnered with
the National Government Adminis-
tration Officers (NGAOs) to sensitize
the public to collect Sh62 billion be-
ing held in trust by the authority.
UFAA is banking on the adminis-
trators’ grassroots network to ramp
up sensitization efforts across the
country to increase the uptake of un-
claimed assets.

The Authority Chairman CPA Fran-
cis Njenga said during a sensitization
meeting of Mombasa Chiefs that they
received all unclaimed assets, safe-
guarded them and unite them with
the rightful owners assuring that the
money was kept safely and it could
not be misappropriated.

“We have a trust fund account at the
Central Bank of Kenya. This is the
account where every coin is placed.
When this money is placed there, it
is safe because it is a guaranteed fund
by the Government of Kenya,” as-
sured the chairman.

He said UFAA heavily relied on
Assistant Chiefs, Chiefs, Assistant
County Commissioners, Deputy
County Commissioners, and Coun-
ty Commissioners for verification of
claims.

Njenga said UFAA has also part-
nered with the Judiciary to fast-track
succession cases. Talks are ongoing
with the National Assembly to fast-
track cases of deceased persons as

the Unclaimed Financial Assets Act,
2011 directs the Authority to recon-
firm grants.

“A grant before it is given is con-
firmed by other processes. We have
got amendments to this Act of ours
and also we have launched amend-
ments to the regulations with the
Cabinet Secretary for National Trea-
sury where it will be so easy to get
your money. It will be like a one-stop
shop,” said CPA Njenga.

The chairman urged Kenyans to col-
lect their money as they have so far
managed to pay only Sh2.5 billion.
He noted that in its third strategic
plan for 2023-2028, the Authority tar-
gets to pay Sh7 billion in claims.

“We know the problems that people
are facing, the economic hardships
that are there in this country. We want
to become the first institution, and we
are, that will provide financing for the
Bottom-up Economic model,” said
the UFAA chairman.

On his part, John Mwangi, CEO and
Managing Trustee of UFAA said they
were on a week-long sensitization of
Mombasa residents about its man-
dates. UFAA has received unclaimed
financial assets from various institu-
tions.

“Unclaimed assets are the money
that the owners have left or forgot-
ten in various institutions could be
in commercial banks, SACCOs, Pen-
sion funds, Mobile Money, Utilities,

or Dividends in capital markets,” ex-
plained the Managing Trustee.

He added that after a given period as
stipulated in the law, if the owner and
the holder of the asset does not get in
touch, the law requires the holder of
the asset to remit the money to the
Authority with details of their bene-
ficiaries.

“We have received Sh32 billion in
cash. We have also received Shl.7
billion units of shares with a market
value of about Sh30 billion hence a
global portfolio of about Sh62 bil-
lion,” said the CEO.

“We felt it’s important to partner
with other government agencies to be
able to sensitize the general public on
what we do and how people can claim
this money,” he added.

He said NGAOs were always with
the people and would use their fo-
rums to educate the public on how
they could check and claim their as-
sets.

Mwangi noted that after verifica-
tion of the original owner, the mon-
ey would be remitted in two weeks
through a mobile phone or bank ac-
count. For deceased cases, succession
has to be done.

“We are seeing a lot of positive trac-
tion wherever we go. A good number
of people are coming forward but
most of them are deceased cases and
they have to do succession before
they can claim their money,” he said.

The law provides for institutions to
check their books every 30th of June
to see if they have unclaimed assets
and also check for dormancy period
and on or before the 1st of Novem-
ber. Such assets found are then sub-
mitted to UFAA which then uploads
the money on its website and USSD
platforms.

“In case people don’t come, what our
law provides is we hold that money
in perpetuity. If you’re not there, your
people will come and through suc-
cession, they will demonstrate that
they are your people and they will
be reunited with your assets. At no
point in time does the money ever get
lost,” elucidated the UFAA Managing
Trustee.

County Commissioner Mohamed
Noor thanked UFAA for educating
Mombasa residents on its mandates.
He advised residents to check on the
status of assets left by their loved
ones.

“Our Chiefs will be the agents of
UFAA. They will educate the cit-
izens at the grassroots on how to
claim the money,” said the County
Commissioner.

The public can check the status of
their claimed assets or for their de-
parted loved ones through Un-struc-
tured Supplementary Service Data
(USSD) *361# or through UFAA web
portal www.ufaa.go.ke



Sat & Sun, July 27-28, 2024 | The Mt. Kenya Times

OPINION

Is Kalonzo, Kioni Poised To Join President Ruto’s
Government?

By: Joseph Mutua Ndonga
mutuandonga@yahoo.com

When President William Samoei Ruto
dissolved his entire cabinet, he said his
decision was partly prompted by the
mounting pressure from Generation-Z.

This is one of the question that would
later come up during his online conver-
sation with the youths.

I have listened to you and your de-
mands are legitimate. [ want to assure
you that ’'m going to address all your
issues.

He however told them. I wish you are
the one wearing my shoe. You will un-
derstand there were so many cross cut-
ting issues and I needed to look all of
them.

In reconstituting cabinet, he said he
will ensure it reflect the face of Kenya.

Looking at his new-look cabinet, one
thing is clear. He has lived up to his
word.

When he released the second batch of
cabinet nominees, Raila Odinga’s ODM
become the biggest beneficiary.

The party bagged four positions in-
cluding powerful ministries of National
Treasury, Energy and Mining.

At the time, the President left out two
slots vacant. Soon after, rumors started
swirling around that the seats had been
reserved for two top Azimio luminaries.

Wiper leader Kalonzo Musyoka was
poised to take up the position of East
Africa Community (EAC) Cabinet Sec-
retary. It is worth noting that Kalonzo’s
son is a member of the regional parlia-
ment.

Kalonzo fought so hard to ensure his
son has clinched that seat.

Raila Odinga of ODM did the same to
ensure his daughter Winnie has joined
the same parliament.

As for former Ndaragwa MP Jeremi-
ah Kioni, who is also a lawyer, reports
indicated that he was poised to become
the Attorney General (AG) in Ruto’s
government.

It is worth to recall during the election
of Kenya’s nine members of regional
parliament (EALA) former ruling party
Jubilee had been given one slot.

Reports at the time indicated that Ki-
oni, the party secretary General and the
party director of election and former
Kieni MP Kanini Kega were the leading
contenders.

Kioni, who was floored by Kega, did
not take his loss lightly. Many averred
that he felt betrayed by members of par-
liament of Kenya Kwanza particularly
those who hailed from Mount Kenya

region. He believed he had the best cre-
dentials.

This would be seen as the main reason
that triggered a bad blood between him,
President Ruto and his allies.

In a swift rejoinder, I heard Kalonzo
saying. I served this country as a Vice
President. I cannot, therefore, take a
lower seat. Was this coming from bot-
tom of his heart? Time will tell.

Martha Karua of Narc Kenya was Rai-
la’s running mate in 2022 polls. So, if
the two joins the government, she would
become the biggest loser.

Perhaps this explain why her party has
kicked off the process of exiting the Azi-
mio La Umoja One Kenya coalition.

If yes, this would not come as a sur-
prise. In the aftermath of Azimio leader
Raila Odinga led street demonstrations,
the writing was on the wall that it was
only a matter of time before honorable
Martha Karua exited.

Cracks started emerging when Karua
and Jubilee Secretary General Jere-
miah Kioni unveiled the Kamwene
Movement which would articulate the
interests of Azimio members in Mount
Kenya region.

While citing the ongoing National Di-
alogue Committee (NADCO) talks at
the Bomas of Kenya which were being
chaired by Wiper leader Kalonzo Musy-
oka and National Assembly Majority
leader Kimani Ichungwah, the duo ar-
gued that their region had been given a
raw deal.

None of member of the committee
which comprised 10 individuals hailed
from our region.

President Ruto and ODM leader had
shared the slots. What does this tell
you? Raila have no time for people of
Mount Kenya.

Ms Karua had earlier come out gun
blazing. This is after realizing that Raila
had ditched her in favor of Kalonzo.

At one point she was quoted as say-
ing. By virtue of being Raila’s running
mate, I’'m the deputy leader of the Az-
imio coalition. If Raila gets the Africa
Union Commission (AU) chairmanship
job, I will immediately take up his seat
in Azimio.

Kalonzo seems plotting to dislodge me
from my position. My loyalty to Baba
Raila is unquestionable. So, I would not
expect him (kalonzo) to have his way.

The Flower Party leader had failed to
read the political signs.

For Raila, politics is about interest.
Karua had failed to deliver votes to him
during the 2022 polls. Raila even lost in
the polling station where she had cast
her vote in Gichugu, Kirinyaga county.
This is unlike Kalonzo who had deliv-
ered majority of Ukambani votes to him.

Well, it seems Karua was just waiting
for appropriate time to ditch Raila.

She said she want to remain on the
side of Generation-Zoomers (Gen-Z).
I heard a group of people saying. This
was a political statement. It was not
coming from the bottom of her heart.
She was bitter because President Ruto
had failed to recognize her.

Wiper leader Kalonzo Musyoka.

In my earlier article in this column,
I argued. The history of independent
Kenya is replete with popular agitations
for institutional, administrative, legal
reforms and expansion of democratic
space.

The notable ones were the clamor for
multiparty democracy and new consti-
tutional dispensation.

The common thread in these struggles
was that they were all realized within
the framework of the constitution and
other laws of the land.

In 1991, then President Daniel Arap
Moi steered the process that led to re-
peal of Section 2A ushering in political
pluralism.

This paved the way for the first mul-
tiparty election held in 1992. President
Moi won this election and he was also
re-elected in subsequent election held
in 1997.

The independent party KANU was
however vanquished in 2002 polls.

President Moi was not eligible in this
elections because he had served his two-
terms of five years each as provided in
the constitution.

Earlier in August 1982, an attempt
by the Kenyan military (Airforce) to
overthrow the government of Moi had
flopped.

In the aftermath of 2007 presidential
election, President Mwai Kibaki, who
had succeeded Moi, faced the worst post
election violence in Kenya’s history.

Again, the solution to this political cri-
sis was achieved through the parameters
of the law.

During President Uhuru Kenyatta’s
era, there was a handshake. The law was
also followed to the letter and spirit in
clinching that deal.

In all these processes, members of par-
liament would play their role in intro-
ducing the changes that were needed.

Today, we have the Generation-Z. They
have asked those who led the previous
agitations to stay way. You have failed
us. How? As generation of young peo-
ple, we are going liberate this country
and later show you how a government
is run.

One thing is however clear. Gen-Z
strategy differs sharply with the previ-
ous agitations.

They have so far shown that they have
no time for the constitution and other
laws.

They are hellbent on using unconsti-
tutional means to topple the democrat-
ically elected government of President
William Samoei Ruto.

To me, they are setting stage for anar-
chy, mayhem and bloodbath.

The bids to topple previous govern-
ments failed to materialize because
Kenyans do not subscribe to the ill-ad-
vised concept of overthrowing govern-
ment.

So I would not expect them to support
Generation-Z.

In his reaction, the President Ruto re-
iterated after attending a church service
“we are going to protect the country”.

I’m sure here the President was refer-
ring to the criminal gangs and goons
that have in the recent past infiltrated
these protests. Hundreds of business
people were left counting losses after
their businesses were looted and van-
dalized.

Initially, these protests were peaceful.
At the time the President praised the
young people for coming out in big
numbers to present their grievances.

Kenya is democratic country and it is
governed by the rule of law.

Therefore and as stipulated in Article
37 of the constitution, you are free to air
your views.

I have heard you. As your President, I

want to promise you that I'm going
to address all the issues that you have
raised.

We cannot however sort out these mat-
ters in the streets. Let us start talking
and engaging.

I’m soon going to unveil a road map for
a national dialogue. This is after wider
consultations with Gen-Z and other
stakeholders.

But in a swift rejoinder, Gen-Z rejected
the talks. Our movement is leaderless
and party less. So, we can only engage
you through X-Space. Besides, it is us
who will invite you and you will only
respond to the questions we will ask
you.

President Ruto agreed to their terms.
He later held a candid conversation with
them online.

Despite assuring them that he would
address all the issues, Gen-Z and mil-
lennials did not wait for the dust to set-
tle. They immediately returned back to
the streets.

The #RejectFinanceBill2024  now
changed to #RutoMustGoNow. One can
therefore understand where the Presi-
dent was coming from.

It is worth noting that our democracy is
anchored on universal suffrage of one-
man, one-vote.

The constitution stipulates that the term
of the President is five years.

So, if you want to remove him from of-
fice, you have to wait until he completes
the term.

It does not however mean that the Pres-
ident cannot removed from office. But
this power can only be exercised by par-

Contd from page 12
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Z0OE Organization Empowers Youths Through Vocational

Skills

By: MKT Correspondent
O @themtkenyatimes

The ZOE organization has success-
fully trained 1500 youths over a
three-year period.

ZOE, a non-governmental organi-
zation based within Tharaka —Nithi
and Meru counties targets orphaned
and vulnerable youths aged 20 years
and below.

The organization, which began in
Africa 2004 during the HIV/AIDS
pandemic has various branches in
Tanzania, Rwanda, Malawi, Liberia
and Zimbabwe. Thus, the vital initia-
tive has seen the 1500 beneficiaries
gain practical skills in barbering, tai-
loring and hairdressing.

Speaking during the graduation at
Maua stadium the CEO of ZOE or-

ganization Rigan Kaberia noted that
the initiative is a pathway to finan-
cial independence and self-sufficien-
cy among the young stars.

“The main goal of this initiative is
to empower youths especially those
from vulnerable backgrounds and
orphans with vocational skills neces-

sary for self-employment,” he said.
The ZOE organization has been a
beacon of hope among many youths
who expressed their gratitude for the
golden opportunity adding that the
training has opened a new chapter in
their lives.

The event was also attended by the

Igembe South Sub-county Deputy
county commissioner Noah Kibet
who applauded the organization for
its unwavering commitment in em-
powering and giving hope to youths
maintaining that the move will
greatly help in providing opportuni-
ties for successful lives and that of

their families.
Lastly, The DCC further advised
the graduates to devote their efforts
in bettering their lives when they are
still energetic.

Is Kalonzo, Kioni Poised To Join President Ruto’s
Government?

Contd from page 11

liament. The President will go home if a
member file a motion of impeachment
and it garners support of a two-third
majority.

However, the constitution does provide
for the removal of democratically-elect-
ed President through people or military
uprisings.

If this is allowed, the country will go
to dog. Anarchy, lawlessness and blood-
bath will reign high.

ODM leader Raila Odinga had raised a
similar caution. Ruto goes, then what!
RutoMustGo cannot be an end.

I cannot sit to see my country plunging
into anarchy.

Raila added: In Egypt, people thought
they have won after toppling their Presi-
dent through popular uprising.

Today people are crying and regretting.
There are no jobs, corruption, inflation
and cost of living is very high.

It is worth to note that President Ruto
has so far addressed most of demands
raised by Generation-Z. One of them
is dissolving the entire cabinet. He has
since William Ruto has since unveiled
cabinet nominees. He had promised a
broad based government. He has lived

Former Ndaragwa MP Jeremiah Kioni.

up his word. Two of the nominees are
Gen zees.

Erick Muriethi, a 32 years old, is the
cabinet nominee for Water.

Besides, he is well educated and with
the requisite experience.

The prerogative to appoint the cabinet
squarely lies with the President.

President Mwai Kibaki had made a
similar move. This is after his banana
side which supported the draft consti-
tution of 2005 lost to No-Orange side
which was led by then Roads minister
Raila Odinga.

He recalled some of the ministers when
he unveiled his new-look cabinet. Pres-

ident Ruto seemed to have been guided
by the same script.

Besides dissolving the whole cabinet,
President Ruto has unveiled a raft of
austerity measures and scrapping of un-
constitutional offices starting with those
of the First Lady and spouse of Deputy
President.

He also put on hold the appointment
of Chief Administrative Secretaries
(CASs).

Besides, he scrapped confidential ac-
counts and immediately stopped the
renovation of government offices. He
also stopped top government officials
from travelling outside the country.
My office will only approve essential
trips. He also announced that plans are
underway to scrap and merge 47 State
Corporations.

The push by the youths is widely per-
ceived as being plan less, anti-infiltra-
tion strategy less and post Ruto/transi-
tional less.

These young people are exhibiting dan-
gerous mentality of know-it-all, entitle-
ment and dictatorship.

I heard one of GenZ lecturing a group
old people. “Our plan is to force Pres-
ident Ruto to resign. We are going to
replace him with former CS Fred Ma-
tiangi (President) and former CS Mutahi
Kagwe as DP”.

This Gen-Z did not want to be correct-
ed.

But for those who care to listen, this is
what will happen.

The constitution provides that the Dep-
uty President takes over and serve for
the remainder of the term. If Gen-Z does
not want Gachagua, then it means the
military will take over.

Those who have been ruled my mili-
tary in other countries would tell you.
This is the worst form of governance.
It is dictatorial, oppressive and ruthless

It is not a guarantee that the military
will soon agree to hand over power back
to civilians.

The crisis can worsen and take long be-
fore it is resolved.

Remember the military will have an
upper hand during the negotiations.

So, the other question is. Who will they
hand over power to? The power might
end up in the wrong hands.

This is what happened in countries
such as Egypt, Chad, Sudan, Mali.

Joseph Mutua Ndonga Is A Writer And
Political Analyst Based In Nairobi
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Transition Of Amboseli National Park To Kajiado County
Government Unveiled

By:Aoma Keziah
O @themtkenyatimes

Supported by critical stakeholders in
the tourism industry, The Amboseli
National Park Transition Strategic
Plan has been launched, marking a
significant shift in the management
and vision for one of kenya’s premier
wildlife destinations.

The event, held in Nairobi, was a col-
laborative effort by the County Gov-
ernment of Kajiado, the Ministry of
Tourism, and various stakeholders.
The strategic plan, which spans from
2024 to 2026, outlines a compre-
hensive roadmap for transforming
Amboseli National Park into a “third
generation park.” This concept aims
to integrate modern management
practices, sustainable tourism, and
community involvement to ensure the
park’s long-term viability and pros-
perity.

In Picture, Governor of Kajiodo County Joseph Ole Lenku and other key stakeholders during the Transition, in a hotel in Nairobi.

Key objectives of the Strategic
Plan, undertaken under sustainable
management include implementing
practices that balance wildlife conser-
vation with the needs of local commu-
nities and tourism development.

Community Involvement includes
ensuring that local communities ben-
efit from tourism revenues and are
actively involved in conservation
efforts and goodwill is of paramount
importance.

So far, a million acre of land already
has been offered by 11 group ranches

in the ecosystem.

The plan also involves Introducing
new tourism products and services
to enhance visitor experiences while
maintaining the park’s ecological in-
tegrity.

Further, the plan will involve infra-
structure development that will carry
upgrading park facilities and infra-
structure to support increased tourism
and improve operational efficiency.
Kajiado County Governor Joseph
Ole Lenku , emphasized the impor-
tance of this transition, stating, “This

strategic plan represents a new era for
Amboseli National Park. By placing
management in the hands of the local
government, we aim to create a mod-
el of conservation that benefits both
wildlife and our communities. Our
vision is to make Amboseli a world-
class destination while preserving its
unique ecological and cultural heri-
tage,” he stated.

The governor further highlighted the
collaborative efforts behind the plan,
noting, “The transition of Amboseli
National Park to the County Govern-

ment of Kajiado is a testament to our
commitment to devolve resources and
responsibilities. This partnership will
harness local expertise and ensure
that conservation and tourism devel-
opment are driven by those who are
closest to the park,” he remarked
Tourism stakeholders, including rep-
resentatives from the private sector
and conservation organizations, ex-
pressed their support for the strategic
plan.

They highlighted the potential for
increased investment and tourism
growth, which could bring significant
economic benefits to the region.

The launch of the Amboseli Na-
tional Park Transition Strategic Plan
sets a precedent for other regions in
Kenya, demonstrating the potential
of devolved management to enhance
conservation efforts and promote sus-
tainable development.

As Amboseli embarks on this new
chapter, the commitment to preserv-
ing its natural beauty and ensuring
its prosperity for future generations
remains at the forefront of this vision-

ary strategy.

IGAD Enhances Regional Cooperation To Combat
Transboundary Pests

By: John Kariuki
O @themtkenyatimes

In a significant move to bolster
agricultural stability and economic
well-being, the Intergovernmental
Authority on Development (IGAD)
is working to establish a sustainable
framework to combat the impact of
transboundary pests. This initiative
aims to refine coordination mecha-
nisms, enhance technical expertise,
and align policies and regulations
among IGAD member nations.
During a recent forum that brought
together senior experts and policy-
makers from Kenya, Djibouti, Ethi-
opia, and Somalia, joint project pro-
posals were presented to build on the
achievements of the World Bank-as-
sisted Emergency Locust Response
Project (ELRP). The discussions
focused on fostering collaboration,
strengthening policies and institu-
tions, and developing strategies to
mitigate the impact of transboundary
pests effectively.

Moses Mwesigwa Rwaheru, Di-

IGAD Food Security, Nutrition and Resilience Analysis Hub (IFRAH) Coordinator
Abdi Fidar, Somalia State Minister of Agriculture Asad Abdirazak & Desert Locusts
Control Organisation for Eastern Africa Director Moses Mwesigwa during the IGAD

Ministerial Meeting to establish a sustainable framework capable of effectively miti-

gating the impact of transboundary pests in the IGAD Region.

rector of the Desert Locust Control
Organization (DLCO), highlighted
the importance of early detection
and swift action in preventing the
devastating effects of desert locust
invasions. “These are the countries

where desert locusts breed. Early
detection and action will save the
region from the devastating effects
of these migratory pests,” Rwaheru
stated.

The DLCO, established through an

international convention six decades
ago, has been pivotal in coordinating
efforts to mitigate the effects of mi-
gratory pests in the region. Despite
the challenges posed by climate
change, significant strides have been
made. Rwaheru cited the 2019-2020
Desert Locust upsurge, exacerbated
by climate change, as an example.
“When swarms hit, DLCO inter-
vened, mobilizing resources with
support from the World Bank, FAO,
and member countries,” he noted.
The region spent over $500 million
instead of the initially needed $3
million due to resource constraints.
Rwaheru also pointed to other mi-
gratory pests, such as Quelea birds,
which devastate cereals and grains
in Ethiopia, Kenya, and Tanzania.
“Our aircraft spent over six months
controlling Quelea birds in Tanza-
nia. This problem also affects East-
ern Uganda where rice and sorghum
are grown,” he explained. Climate
change and agricultural expansion
due to irrigation have worsened the
problem.

To address these challenges, Rwa-
heru stressed the need for prepared-

ness among member countries and
regional bodies like the DLCO. He
called on member countries to honor
their financial obligations to ensure
the DLCO is better equipped to re-
spond to upsurges. “In 2019, we
were not properly prepared. But now,
member countries have made strides
in preparedness strategies, and we
look forward to a better-equipped
DLCO to respond in time,” he said.
The forum underscored the impor-
tance of regional cooperation and
adequate funding to build resilience
against transboundary pests. By
working together, IGAD member
nations aim to safeguard food secu-
rity and economic stability, ensuring
a sustainable future for the region.
As IGAD continues to enhance re-
gional cooperation, the hope is that
these efforts will lead to a more co-
ordinated and effective response to
the challenges posed by transbound-
ary pests, ultimately contributing to
the overall agricultural and econom-
ic stability of the region.
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All Shiny Things Gold Does Not
Shine

In This World

Along the brown cart.

Travelling like a dull star
| Found my light
Mot large as the sun or moon,
Only tiny me, glittering at night.

Having known the ways
Life seems to be tough
You don't get smooth ways often
But surely the rough.

| choose the sky to walk

Not the grounds to Fly
Because turf here

Doesn't teach me to try.

Just smiling ot this bustling world
They don't have time to discuss me
| am cherished to myselF
| am what,
| am supposed to be.

They were one step ahead
And | was lost behind bars
| Found my way out

Tracing the stars ~Snehal Busa

In those cold, blurry curtains

Chasing the path
With the green wheels
IF only a thief could be Found Hidden in the Folds of my heart,

You don't need me
My liFe is sweet without him..

IF it steals my pain
When the heart of sorrow closes upon
me,
IF 1 reach out to the skiy.. They say thieves are bad,
But | lied, such a thief,
How can | survive?

My way, tell me, right..

All my sorrows,
| would secretly give it to him,
My suFFering heart
| would hold him with both hands..
Author : Z&4Murodulla, Republic OF

| would say again, slowly to him, Uzbekistan

This is called life
Hakimjon and Unsum have been married
For six years. In these six years, God
blessed them with three children.
Hakimjon is a very hardworking and
conscientious quy who earns money by
honest work. Hakimjon, who appreciates
his Family and children, does not like work
that is beyond his control. Hakimjon's wife,

Unsun, a housewife, was busy with raising

children.

Hakimjon was adept at speaking in the
vernacular, which attracted the attention
of his neighbors.

Hakimjon, Finding that the money he had
earned by his master’s work was more
than enough, gave it to his wife Unsun,
and Unsun saved her husband’s money to
build a new house.

One of those days, Unsun saw three
women standing in Front of the gate and
asked them peace. he asks.

And those lolis say that they are tired
and their bellies are very hungry. Then
Unsun enters his house to bring them
bread, Unsun
UJithout waiting For him Eo come out, the
women Followed him into the house.
Unsun, who was excited, didn't look at him
saying, oh, don’t hurry, I'm qoing to leave.
They had always noticed Unsun's
simplicity and that there was no one else
in his house but himself. Then a young
middle-aged woman with black eyes and
eyebrows, blond hair, took Unsun by the
hand.

Frightened, Unsun shouted what are you
going to do, and the woman said, don't
be afraid to open the Floor. Vs walked
away» Your Floor is made of wood, your
house is made of willow, you jumped over
a big stream, you are afraid of frogs - he

started opening the Floor.

Unsun, whose color turned white, was
looking at the beautiful woman with his
eyes, the excitement in Unsun
Q woman who noticed
He began to convince Unsu of his lies.
A tragedy is expected in your Family,
disaster is waiting For your spouse, and
your middle child is also surrounded by loss
and trouble: Unsuni said, “Let her heart
rest a little” Unsun, who was panicked by
Ehis, could not help but say, Finally, looking
at her. Then you should give us alms now
Eo prevent this, dear woman. He said that
charity will bring back evil. And the woman
said, | will ask my people now, whatever
they say, you will put these things in Front
of me. Unsun hastened to say it simply.
Unsung one of the Loli women. Alas,
there are needles at your doorstep, they
are trained to kill you, if you dont believe
ic, here are some needles. Poor Unsun lost
his temper and took out all the money
he had saved Hakimjon in front of these
swindlers. Kamiga also took ofF his golden
earring. He also took out the dresses that
he looked good on. The old woman quickly
said goodbye
They left Unsun’s house. Unsun was
sobbing in a state of numbness. AFter a
while, he shuddered. Unsun realized what
he had done and started crying. Then
the woman ran out of the song, is it
peace? he asked. Unsun told the neighbor
what happened. The neighbor woman ran
Lowards the house, but the house was
quiet, no one was there. And the poor
women had already confirmed the couple.
This incident caused Unsun’s house to
be opened and it was said that it would
never open its doors to strangers.
Israilova Durdona MuzafFarovna

Israilova Durdona Muzaffarjon's daughter
Born 04041998 in Andijan province
She is currently studying at Alfraganus
University of Tashkent as an external
student, majoring in Pedagoqy and
Psychologu.
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Nyeri County governor Mwalimu
Mutahi Kahiga has called on farm-
ers to embrace new agricultural
technologies so as to reap maximum
benefits.

“To promote agriculture in Nyeri
County, we must invest in modern
farming techniques and incentivize
farmers by equipping them and pro-
viding the requisite support needed,”
the governor noted.

By embracing technology and inno-
vation, the governor observed, farm-
ers can easily increase productivity,
reduce post-harvest losses, and bol-
ster this sector.

Kahiga spoke on Friday at Wambu-
gu Agricultural Training Centre near
Nyeri town during the first day of
farmers training.

The county has been organising the
two day training that attracts farmers
and other stakeholders from differ-
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Why Farmers Should Embrace New Technologies
- Governor Kahiga

ent parts of the country.

This year’s theme was, “Promot-
ing Climate Smart Agriculture And
Trade Intiatives For Sustainable
Economic Growth,”.

The event, organised through the
Department of Agriculture, Live-
stock and Aquaculture Development
saw over 250 exhibitors, agricultural
experts, and stakeholders visit the
centre to learn and explore different
farming practices and methods.

The exhibitors showcased different
farming products including fertiliz-
ers, seedlings, and pesticides of su-
perior quality to improve food pro-
duction and improve the quality and
quantity of crops.

The governor further observed the
importance of farmers and stake-
holders to embrace climate-smart
agriculture to help combat harmful
farming practices.

He was accompanied by among
others,his deputy governor David
Kinaniri and CECM for Agriculture
James Wachihi.

Nyeri County governor Mwalimu Mutahi Kahiga, his deputy David Kinaniri and other stakeholders at Wambugu ATC on

Friday.

Commemorating World Day Against Human Trafficking;

Leave No Child Behind

e

By: Cynthia Masibo
O @themtkenyatimes

On an event held recently, the world

came together to observe the World
Day Against Human Trafficking, an
occasion dedicated to raising aware-
ness about the pervasive and insid-
ious crime of human trafficking.
This year’s theme, “Leave No Child
Behind,” spotlighted the urgent need
to protect children from this global
scourge.

The event, held at an art gallery im
Nairobi, showcased a diverse array
of artistic expressions that under-
scored the multifaceted nature of hu-
man trafficking and its devastating
impact on children.

The event featured an eclectic mix
of performances, from poignant the-
atrical pieces and evocative dance
routines to powerful spoken word
poetry and thought-provoking visual
art installations.

Each artistic expression served as a

-

M,

Dr. Radoslaw Malinowski, the CEO of HAART Awareness Against Human Traffick-
ing addressing different groups of people

stark reminder of the different forms
human trafficking can take, includ-
ing forced labor, sexual exploitation,
and child soldiering.

Through these creative mediums,
the event aimed to humanize the
statistics and stories often associated
with human trafficking, highlighting
the individual suffering and resil-
ience of victims.

Dr. Radoslaw Malinowski, the
CEO of HAART Awareness Against
Human Trafficking, delivered the

keynote address. Dr. Malinowski,
a prominent advocate in the fight
against human trafficking, empha-
sized the need for a holistic approach
to tackle this crime, particularly
focusing on the vulnerabilities of
children. He stated, “Children are
often the most defenseless against
the scourge of trafficking. Our com-
mitment to them must be unwaver-
ing. We must ensure that no child is
left behind in our fight against this
crime.”

Dr. Malinowski’s speech was a
call to action, urging governments,
non-governmental  organizations,
and communities to bolster their ef-
forts in protecting children. He high-
lighted the importance of compre-
hensive support systems that include
education, healthcare, and legal
assistance to prevent children from
falling prey to traffickers. Further-
more, he stressed the significance of
international cooperation in combat-
ing human trafficking, as it is a crime
that transcends borders.

The event also featured testimonies
from survivors of human trafficking,
whose stories of resilience and re-
covery served as a poignant remind-
er of the human cost of this crime.
One such survivor, shared their
harrowing experience and journey
towards healing. Their testimony
underscored the importance of pro-
viding adequate support and rehabil-
itation for survivors, ensuring they
can rebuild their lives with dignity
and hope.

In addition to the artistic perfor-
mances and testimonies, various
organizations set up informative
booths, providing attendees with re-
sources and information on how to
identify and report instances of hu-
man trafficking. These booths also

offered guidance on supporting sur-
vivors, emphasizing the critical role
communities play in the fight against
trafficking.

The event culminated in a candle-
light vigil, symbolizing hope and
remembrance for the victims and
survivors of human trafficking. As
the candles flickered in the twilight,
attendees were reminded of the col-
lective responsibility to protect the
most vulnerable among us.

World Day Against Human Traf-
ficking serves as a crucial reminder
of the ongoing battle against this
heinous crime. The theme, “Leave
No Child Behind,” calls for a re-
newed commitment to safeguarding
children and ensuring they grow up
free from exploitation and harm.
Through awareness, advocacy, and
action, we can work towards a world
where every child is protected and
given the opportunity to thrive.

As the world commemorates this
important day, the message is clear:
the fight against human trafficking is
far from over, and every effort must
be made to protect those most at
risk. By coming together and taking
decisive action, we can ensure that
no child is left behind in this critical
fight.
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The Shakespeare of the Punjabi
language and the Shakespeare of the
English language are quite unique
in their humanistic approach. They
artistically encapsulate their time,
which is not frozen but constant,
making it possible to say that they
are not specific to a particular era;
rather, they are universal and belong
to all ages. Their characters are not
confined to the past; rather, their
characters transcend past, present,
and future. For instance, Heer and
Ranjha are universal characters.
These two can be found in every
culture in various forms and perspec-
tives. Similarly, Romeo and Juliet
are recognizable in all cultures, but
the two satanic and evil characters
are quite universal: Qaido and lago.

Firstly, the theme of manipulation
and deceit is discussed. Both char-
acters use different manipulative
strategies to deceive others to fulfill
their purposes. Both characters have
similar dimensions because they use
deceptive strategies to achieve their
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The Shakespeare Of The Punjabi Language And The
Shakespeare Of The English Language Are Quite Unique
In Their Universal Approach: Their Antagonists’
Characters Transcend All Time

goals. The difference lies in their un-
derlying motives: lago’s actions stem
from personal and professional jeal-
ousy towards Othello, who promoted
Cassio over him. On the other hand,
Qaido’s actions are driven by his
desire for prestige, to maintain his
powerful persona, and to uphold his
family’s honor and respect. In their
culture at that time, there was no con-
cept of love-based marriages; society
viewed such marriages negatively.
Qaido aimed to preserve this societal
norm, portraying himself as hailing
from a prestigious family.

lago’s deceitful strategies have a
wide-ranging impact not only on
Othello but also on Roderigo, his
wife Emilia, Cassio, and other char-
acters. To execute his evil plan, he
deftly tempts Cassio to drink despite
his reluctance. lago manipulates
deaths to his advantage, following a
Machiavellian code where the ends
justify the means (Bradley, 1904).

Similarly, in “Heer Ranjha,” Qaido
twists the story with dishonesty and
trickery. As Heer’s brother, Qaido
tries to make decisions for his sister’s
benefit, particularly concerning mar-
riage and social standing. He plots
against Heer and Ranjha’s marriage
with cunning tactics

Qaido is a representation of the so-
cietal norms of the time, which often
disapproved of love-related marriag-
es. He uses deception and trickery to
maintain his family’s reputation and
social position, illustrating his com-
mitment to upholding the cultural
norms that define happiness (Ahmed,
2008).

However, lago and Qaido act dis-
honestly and manipulate others for
quite different reasons. lago’s ani-
mosity toward Othello fuels his ac-
tions, which are primarily driven by
personal resentment and a desire for
personal gain (Bloom, 1998).

In contrast, Qaido’s actions advance
his objectives but are also shaped by
social mores and his sense of duty to
uphold his family’s honor (Ahmed,
2008).

The second relevant element is
power acquisition. lago wants and
desires to have all the power. He
cannot compete with Othello; as a
result, Othello gains all the power.
Moreover, Othello promoted Cas-
sio as his lieutenant instead of lago,
which creates professional jealousy
in lago. Iago cannot surpass Othello
professionally, but he finds a flaw or
an opportunity to destroy his life.

In “Heer Ranjha,” we find patri-
archy. If Heer had made decisions
about her own life (such as choosing
a love marriage), male supremacy
and the patriarchal character would
have been demolished, and Qaido
would not have been able to control
Heer’s life. To sustain this power and
patriarchy, Qaido did everything.

Iago manipulates Othello’s downfall
to improve his position and achieve
power because he is disappointed
that Othello chose Cassio over him
(Bradley, 1904). Iago’s fear of being
ignored motivates his ambition to be-
come a leader and exert control over
the individuals in his social circle. la-
go’s quest for power thus represents
his desire to be noticed, as well as his
aspiration for social rank and author-
ity.

On the other side, Qaido’s ambition
for dominance in “Heer Ranjha” is
rooted in social expectations of his
time and patriarchal traditions. As
Heer’s older brother, Qaido attempts
to exert influence over her life, par-
ticularly regarding her marriage, in
order to uphold his family’s repu-
tation and social position (Ahmed,
2008). Qaido’s quest for dominance
extends to his family and society;
he seeks to control Heer’s fate and
maintain their standing in their com-
munity (Ahmed, 2008). Qaido em-
ploys this struggle for dominance
to perpetuate patriarchy and uphold
social norms (Ahmed, 2008).

In conclusion, while both Iago and
Qaido are motivated by a desire for
power, lago also harbors personal
resentment and a need for social val-
idation. Qaido’s actions are largely
driven by the legitimacy of societal
and patriarchal norms.

Human nature is analyzed in both
tragedies. In “Othello,” lago ob-
serves the weaknesses of other char-
acters and exploits them to achieve
his own goals (e.g., Othello’s insecu-
rities about his appearance and race
were his vulnerabilities).

Qaido’s nature and personality were
such that he resisted any change and
took on the responsibility of preserv-
ing social norms, even staunchly op-
posing Heer’s decisions.

lago appears to understand how eas-
ily human nature can be manipulat-
ed by instincts, and he exploits this
to further his own agenda (Bloom,
1998).

Qaido, a character from “Heer Ran-
jha,” holds an unconventional per-
spective on human behavior. Qaido

comes across as a steadfast individ-
ual resistant to change, influenced
by family traditions and societal ob-
ligations. His actions align with his
belief that it is everyone’s fundamen-
tal responsibility to uphold social
and familial structures. He seems
to advocate for conformity to social
norms regardless of personal prefer-
ences and emotions. This is evident
in his persistent efforts to separate
Heer and Ranjha and compel Heer
into an unwanted marriage (Ahmed,
2008).

Tago and Qaido both have distorted
perceptions of what it means to be
human. Tago exploits what he per-
ceives as inherent flaws in people,
while Qaido establishes a restrictive
social structure because he believes
everyone has obligations and respon-
sibilities. These contrasting view-
points offer a perceptive comparative
analysis of how each character uses
their understanding of human nature
to influence and control their respec-
tive narratives.

lago’s personal goal was to destroy
Othello’s life, and his manipulative
strategies affected not only Othello
but also had an impact on other char-
acters. This includes the murder of
Desdemona, Emilia, Roderigo, and
serious attacks on Cassio.

In “Heer Ranjha,” Qaido influences
Heer’s life significantly, as well as
Ranjha’s life and family. Moreover,
he strongly impacts society by op-
posing love-marriage to preserve his
social norms and family honor.

Tago uses cunning manipulation and
deceit to gain control in “Othello.”
The tragic chain of events in the play
is sparked by his words and actions.
By deftly exploiting Othello’s faith in
and love for Desdemona, lago incites
doubts about Desdemona’s loyalty,
leading to Othello’s tragic jealousy.
He also deceives Roderigo, Cassio,
and Othello’s wife Emilia, demon-
strating that his influence extends
beyond Othello (Bradley, 1904). The
tragic deaths of Othello, Desdemona,
and others illustrate the destructive
power of lago’s influence. His ability
to manipulate others’ opinions and
behaviors underscores his cunning
nature and highlights the devastating
consequences of his actions.

In contrast, Qaido from “Heer Ran-
jha” wields power due to his social
standing and familial obligations.
As Heer’s older brother, he assumes
control over her life decisions, par-
ticularly regarding her marriage.

Qaido orchestrates the separation of
Heer and Ranjha by arranging Heer’s
marriage to another man, which ul-
timately leads to tragic outcomes
(Ahmed, 2008). Consequently, Qa-
ido exerts a stronger authoritarian
influence driven by his commitment
to protect family honor and uphold
social customs, even at the cost of
his sister’s happiness.

Despite employing different ap-
proaches, both individuals use their
power to drive the plot, leading to
the tragic demise of the main protag-
onists in both stories. The narratives
of lago and Qaido illuminate the
complex nature of human behavior
and cultural norms, demonstrating
how power dynamics profoundly in-
fluence relationships and events.

lago is jealous of Othello’s success
and resentful that Othello promoted
Cassio to lieutenant instead of him.
He also suspected his wife Emilia and
Othello of having an affair. In “Heer
Ranjha,” we do not see this person-
ally but on a broader societal level.
There was a rigid pattern where only
males could make decisions, and
women were not allowed to do so.
Qaido’s resentment stemmed from
his belief that Heer should not make
her own life decisions.

In contrast to lago, Qaido’s charac-
ter in “Heer Ranjha” is not motivated
by personal jealousy or resentment.
His actions are largely driven by con-
cern for his family’s honor and social
status. However, one could argue
that his desire to maintain or even
surpass the social standing and re-
spectability of other families in their
town demonstrates a form of envy.
His efforts to control Heer’s life, par-
ticularly her marital decisions, could
be interpreted as an expression of so-
cial envy or a competitive drive root-
ed in societal norms and standards
(Ahmed, 2008).

Although lago and Qaido manifest
envy and jealousy differently, these
emotions nonetheless serve as sig-
nificant emotional motivations that
catalyze both characters’ behaviors,
leading to crucial events in their re-
spective narratives.

Muhammad Adnan Gujjar, Lecturer
at the University of Chenab, Paki-
stan

Tajallah Qureshi, Poetess, Author,
University of Lahore, Gujrat Cam-
pus, Pakistan
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Man on a Mission: Gospel Singer Kevin Ager Shares His
Journey in the Music Industry

By: Peter Aowa
O @themtkenyatimes
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Worth Noting:

. Ager observes
that many churchgoers
lack a deep understand-
ing of the word of God
and issues of salvation.
He prays that God will
open their eyes so they
can walk a worthy path
in faith.

. Now a devoted
servant of God, Kevin
discovered his talent for
singing and joined the
church choir in 2012 to
nurture it.

. He began com-
posing songs during his
fourth year of second-
ary school but faced
financial challenges
that nearly caused him
to abandon his musical
ambitions.

. “I started com-
posing songs during my
fourth year of secondary
school, but due to a lack
of funds, I nearly gave
up,” he said.

Inspired by the historical theologian
Saint Augustine’s quote, “To fall in love
with God is the greatest romance; to seek
Him the greatest adventure; to find Him,
the greatest human achievement,” gospel
singer Kevin Ager reflects on his path to
salvation. He connects his experience
to the Apostle Paul’s words in Hebrews
4:12:

Though Kevin grew up attending
church and was a God-fearing young
man, it wasn’t until 2012 that he made
a personal decision to accept Christ. He
relates this transformative moment to
Hebrews 4:12:

“For a long time, I had been going to
church and was God-fearing. Over time,
I received new revelations about salva-
tion. Reflecting on my walk with Christ,
I realized the need for a personal com-
mitment, which I made in 2012,” he said.
Ager observes that many churchgoers
lack a deep understanding of the word
of God and issues of salvation. He prays
that God will open their eyes so they can
walk a worthy path in faith.

Now a devoted servant of God, Kev-
in discovered his talent for singing and

joined the church choir in 2012 to nur-
ture it.

He began composing songs during his
fourth year of secondary school but faced
financial challenges that nearly caused
him to abandon his musical ambitions.

“I started composing songs during my
fourth year of secondary school, but due
to a lack of funds, I nearly gave up,” he
said.

As the fourth-born of seven siblings,
Kevin has learned patience and dedica-
tion. It took over a decade for him to of-
ficially record his first album. April 2024
marked a significant milestone in his mu-
sic career when he entered the studio to
record his debut album, “Utawala,” fea-
turing six tracks.

Kevin is now working on his second al-
bum, which began earlier this year.

“Financial constraints are the biggest
challenge I face. Recording an album
requires a significant investment, and
music does not pay instantly. Patience
is essential while waiting for a return on
investment, which often necessitates ad-
ditional sources of income,” he said.
Looking ahead, Kevin hopes to collabo-
rate with other gospel artists to spread the
gospel, a calling he is deeply passionate
about.

Gospel Singer Kevin Ager
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. The constitutional
implications of criminalizing
consensual adolescent sexual
activity are far-reaching and
multifaceted. Article 27 of
the Constitution of Kenya
guarantees equality before
the law and freedom from
discrimination, while Arti-
cle 31 protects the right to
privacy. The blanket criminal-
ization of consensual sexual
acts between adolescents
arguably infringes upon these
fundamental rights, creating
a discriminatory legal frame-
work that disproportionately
affects young people.

. Furthermore, Article
53(2) of the Constitution
mandates that the best
interests of the child shall be
of paramount importance

in all matters concerning
children. Legal scholars argue
that the current approach to
adolescent sexuality fails to
uphold this principle, as it
prioritizes punitive measures
over the holistic well-being
and developmental needs of
adolescents.

Worth Noting:
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The Paradox of Innocence: Examining Kenya’s
Criminalization of Consensual Adolescent Sexual Activity

Consensual Adolescent Sexual Activity.

“The condition of our lives is the
condition of our art. The condition
of our art is the condition of our
lives. The condition of our art and
our lives is the condition of our land
and the life of our people. For the
life of the self-determines the health
of the community; and the health of
the community determines the life
of the self.” - Ngfigi wa Thiong’o,
in his seminal work “Decolonising
the Mind: The Politics of Language
in African Literature,” encapsulates
the intricate relationship between
societal norms, individual expe-
riences, and the broader cultural
landscape. This profound intercon-
nection serves as a poignant back-
drop to the complex issue of crimi-
nalizing consensual sexual activities
among adolescents in Kenya, a topic
that has sparked intense debate and
scrutiny within legal, psychological,
and sociological circles. The crimi-
nalization of such acts raises funda-
mental questions about the nature of
consent, the developmental stages of
adolescence, and the role of the state
in regulating intimate behaviors
among young individuals who are
navigating the tumultuous waters of
puberty and sexual awakening.

The legal landscape surrounding
adolescent sexual activity in Ken-
ya is fraught with complexities
and contradictions, reflecting the
broader societal tensions between
traditional values, modern realities,
and the evolving understanding of
adolescent psychology. The Sexual
Offences Act of 2006, while primar-
ily aimed at protecting children and
vulnerable individuals from sexual
exploitation, has inadvertently cre-
ated a legal quagmire for consensual
sexual activities among adolescents.
Section 8(1) of the Act states, “A
person who commits an act which
causes penetration with a child is
guilty of an offence termed defile-
ment,” with “child” defined as an
individual under the age of eighteen
years. This broad definition, while

intended to safeguard minors, fails
to account for the nuanced reali-
ties of adolescent relationships and
developmental stages, effectively
criminalizing a wide range of con-
sensual sexual activities between
peers.

The case of C.K.W v Attorney Gen-
eral & another [2014] eKLR brought
this issue into sharp focus, challeng-
ing the constitutionality of sections
8(1) and 11(1) of the Sexual Offenc-
es Act. The petitioner argued that
these provisions violated the rights
of children by criminalizing con-
sensual sexual acts between adoles-
cents. Justice Mumbi Ngugi, in her
ruling, acknowledged the complex
nature of the issue, stating, “The
law as it stands does not distinguish
between consensual sexual acts be-
tween children and defilement. This
poses a challenge in dealing with
cases of sexual acts between chil-
dren, which may be consensual, but
which the law treats as defilement.”
This judicial observation under-
scores the urgent need for a more
nuanced legal approach that con-
siders the developmental realities
of adolescence and the principles of
proportionality in criminal justice.
The tension between legal pater-
nalism and adolescent autonomy is
further exemplified in the case of
Petition 6 of 2019 (Consolidated
with Petition E009 of 2020) [2022]
KEHC 13758 (KLR), where the
court grappled with the constitu-
tionality of criminalizing consensu-
al sexual acts between adolescents.
The court’s deliberation highlighted
the delicate balance between pro-
tecting minors from exploitation
and recognizing their evolving ca-
pacities for decision-making. Jus-
tice Mugure Thande observed, “The
blanket criminalization of consensu-
al sexual conduct between adoles-
cents fails to consider the realities
of adolescent development and may,
in fact, infringe upon their rights to
privacy, dignity, and equality before

the law.” This judicial perspective
aligns with the growing body of psy-
chological research on adolescent
development, which emphasizes
the importance of recognizing and
respecting the gradual acquisition
of autonomy and decision-making
capacities during this critical life
stage.

The criminalization of consensual
adolescent sexual activity not only
raises legal and constitutional con-
cerns but also has profound psycho-
logical implications for the young
individuals involved. Dr. Elizabeth
Letourneau, a leading expert in
child sexual abuse prevention at
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School
of Public Health, argues, “Crimi-
nalizing normative adolescent be-
havior can lead to significant psy-
chological harm, including shame,
stigma, and decreased likelihood of
seeking help or information about
sexual health.” This perspective is
echoed in the Kenyan context by
local psychologists who emphasize
the importance of education and
support over punitive measures in
addressing adolescent sexuality. The
potential long-term consequences of
criminalization, including the stig-
ma of being labeled a sex offender,
can have devastating effects on an
adolescent’s psychological well-be-
ing, social relationships, and future
prospects.

The constitutional implications of
criminalizing consensual adoles-
cent sexual activity are far-reaching
and multifaceted. Article 27 of the
Constitution of Kenya guarantees
equality before the law and free-
dom from discrimination, while
Article 31 protects the right to pri-
vacy. The blanket criminalization
of consensual sexual acts between
adolescents arguably infringes upon
these fundamental rights, creating a
discriminatory legal framework that
disproportionately affects young
people. Furthermore, Article 53(2)
of the Constitution mandates that the
best interests of the child shall be of
paramount importance in all matters
concerning children. Legal schol-
ars argue that the current approach
to adolescent sexuality fails to up-
hold this principle, as it prioritizes
punitive measures over the holistic
well-being and developmental needs
of adolescents.

The case of Martin Charo v Repub-
lic [2016] eKLR provides a nuanced
perspective on the issue of consent
and criminal liability in cases in-
volving adolescent sexual activity.
While the case primarily dealt with
the defense of mistake as to age

in defilement cases, Justice Said
Chitembwe’s (as he was then) obiter
dictum offers valuable insights into
the complexities of adolescent sex-
uvality and the law. He noted, “The
law should be alive to the realities
of adolescence and not criminalize
all sexual conduct involving minors
without considering the circum-
stances.” This judicial commentary
underscores the need for a more
flexible and context-sensitive legal
approach that can distinguish be-
tween exploitative acts and consen-
sual relationships between peers.
The criminalization of consensual
adolescent sexual activity also raises
significant public health concerns,
particularly in relation to sexual
and reproductive health education
and services. The fear of legal re-
percussions can deter adolescents
from secking crucial information
and healthcare, potentially leading
to increased rates of unintended
pregnancies, sexually transmitted
infections, and other adverse health
outcomes. Dr. Catherine Kyobutun-
gi, Executive Director of the African
Population and Health Research
Center, warns, “Criminalizing ado-
lescent sexual behavior can create
barriers to essential health services
and information, ultimately compro-
mising the sexual and reproductive
health of young people.” This public
health perspective highlights the un-
intended consequences of a punitive
legal approach and emphasizes the
need for comprehensive sexuality
education and youth-friendly health
services.

The international legal framework
provides important guidance on ad-
dressing adolescent sexuality and
rights. The United Nations Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child, to
which Kenya is a signatory, recog-
nizes the evolving capacities of chil-
dren and emphasizes the importance
of protecting their rights to health,
education, and privacy. The Com-
mittee on the Rights of the Child
has explicitly called on states to
avoid criminalizing adolescents of
similar ages for factually consensual
and non-exploitative sexual activity.
This international standard under-
scores the need for Kenya to align its
domestic laws with global best prac-
tices in protecting and promoting
adolescent rights and well-being.
The psychological impact of crimi-
nalizing consensual adolescent sex-
ual activity extends beyond the indi-

Contd page 19
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Huawei Seeds For The Future Programme Shaped My
Career - Sylvia Jebet

By: Mike Omuodo
O @themtkenyatimes

In 2020 at the height of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Sylvia Jeb-
et Kipkemoi, a graduate of BSc.
Telecommunication & Information
Engineering from Jomo Kenyatta
University of Agriculture and Tech-
nology (JKUAT), was stuck in the
village after all learning institutions
were closed following the lockdown
that resulted from the pandemic.

A third year at the time, Sylvia re-
treated to the village to take up some
farm work, as the uncertainties pre-
sented by the pandemic unfolded.

At the university, she was a mem-
ber of an engineering club where she
was in-charge of the club’s publicity.

“We relied a lot on keeping in touch
through printed stuffs like fliers
while in college, which was now re-
stricted by the pandemic so I began
scouting for other means of commu-
nication during the lock-down. We
then decided to form a WhatsApp
group. It’s through this group that
one of the members shared a link
on Huawei Seeds for the Future pro-
gramme,” she said.

Intrigued by the prospect of ad-

Sylvia Kipkemoi receives Huawei’s Africa Digital Creation Contest Award in
Shanghai, China.

vanced training and international
exposure, Sylvia eagerly applied.
The rigorous selection process test-
ed her technical knowledge, prob-
lem-solving skills, and passion for
technology. She then went through
an interview process and was lucky
to be one of the students picked for
the programme in 2020.

“I applied, even though I was skep-
tical since I was competing against
senior students, some of whom were
in their final (fifth) year. Being cho-
sen as a participant felt like a signif-
icant milestone in my academic and

career journey,” she quipped.
Because of the pandemic, those
shortlisted went through a virtual
programme — from trainings to as-
sessments to graduation. They stud-
ied and tackled projects, virtually,
including a virtual tour of Huawei
University.

Transformative Experience

The Seeds for the Future programme
offers in-depth training on emerging
technologies such as 5G, cloud com-
puting, and artificial intelligence.
These sessions are conducted by

industry experts and provide hands-
on practice, which significantly en-
hanced students’ technical skills and
understanding of these cutting-edge
technologies.

The programme also offers students
an opportunity to engage in global
learning tour and cultural exchange,
physically, at the Huawei’s Head-
quarters in China.

This year, Sylvia together with three
other students from Kenya got the
opportunity to participate in a one-
week immersion into digital technol-
ogy skills during the MWC Shang-
hai 2024 in China.

“The Huawei Seeds for the Future
programme was a transformative
experience, packed with learning
and growth opportunities. Visiting
Huawei’s headquarters in China was
an eye-opener. [ witnessed the latest
innovations and interacted with pro-
fessionals who are at the forefront of
technological advancements. This
exposure has given me valuable in-
sights into the global ICT landscape
and the practical applications of the
technologies I was learning about,”
she said.

“One of the unique aspects of the
programme was the cultural im-
mersion activities. Learning about
Chinese culture, history, and lan-

guage broadened my perspective
and taught me the importance of
cross-cultural communication in to-
day’s globalized world. This expe-
rience has made me more adaptable
and open-minded.”

To Sylvia, the Seeds for the Future
programme is not just about tech-
nical knowledge; it also emphasiz-
es the development of soft skills.
Through various team projects and
interactions, she has scaled up her
leadership, teamwork, and commu-
nication skills, which she says, has
made her more confident in her abil-
ities.

“Through this programme, I have
realized the immense potential of
ICT in driving innovation and solv-
ing real-world problems. I am grate-
ful to Huawei for the opportunity
and am committed to using what I
have learned to drive technological
innovation and make a positive im-
pact and improve lives in my com-
munity and beyond,” she said.

She now works as Developer Rela-
tions Associate, at Africa’s Talking,
a telecommunication company
that offers a unified API platform
for software developers in Africa
to build applications using SMS,
USSD, voice and airtime.

The Paradox of Innocence: Examining Kenya’s
Criminalization of Consensual Adolescent Sexual Activity

Contd from page 18

viduals directly involved, affecting
families, communities, and society
at large. Professor David Okhoba, a
prominent Kenyan psychologist spe-
cializing in adolescent development,
argues, “The criminalization ap-
proach creates a culture of fear and
shame around adolescent sexuality,
hindering open communication and
support within families and commu-
nities.” This perspective highlights
the broader societal implications of
the current legal framework, em-
phasizing the need for a more ho-
listic and supportive approach to
adolescent sexual development that
involves parents, educators, and
healthcare providers in fostering
healthy attitudes and behaviors.

The case of S O O (a minor) v Re-

public [2019] eKLR further illus-
trates the legal system’s struggle to
address cases of consensual sexual
activity between adolescents. In this
case, the court grappled with the ap-
plication of the Sexual Offences Act
to a situation involving two minors
engaged in consensual sexual ac-
tivity. Justice Lesiit observed, “The
law as currently framed does not
adequately address situations where
both parties are minors and the sex-
ual act is consensual. This creates a
dilemma for the courts in balancing
the need to protect children from
sexual exploitation with the recog-
nition of adolescent autonomy and
development.” This judicial obser-
vation underscores the urgent need
for legislative reform to create a
more nuanced and developmentally
appropriate legal framework for ad-
dressing adolescent sexuality.

The criminalization of consensual
adolescent sexual activity also rais-
es important questions about gender

equality and the disproportionate
impact of such laws on girls and
young women. Research conduct-
ed by the Kenya Legal and Ethical
Issues Network on HIV and AIDS
(KELIN) indicates that girls are
more likely to be prosecuted and
face harsher social stigma for engag-
ing in consensual sexual activities
than their male counterparts. This
gender disparity in the application
and consequences of the law high-
lights the intersectionality of age,
gender, and sexuality in the Kenyan
legal and social context, calling for
a more comprehensive and equitable
approach to addressing adolescent
sexual behavior.

In considering potential legal re-
forms, it is crucial to examine com-
parative approaches from other ju-
risdictions that have grappled with
similar issues. For instance, the Neth-
erlands has adopted a more nuanced
approach to adolescent sexuality,
implementing a system of close-in-

age exemptions that decriminalize
consensual sexual activities between
adolescents within a specified age
range. Similarly, Canada’s “close-
in-age” exceptions provide a model
for balancing child protection with
the recognition of adolescent sexu-
al development. These international
examples offer valuable insights for
Kenyan lawmakers and policymak-
ers in developing a more balanced
and rights-based approach to adoles-
cent sexuality.

In conclusion, the criminalization
of consensual sexual activity among
adolescents in Kenya presents a
complex legal, ethical, and social
challenge that demands urgent at-
tention and thoughtful reform. The
current legal framework, while
well-intentioned in its aim to protect
minors from sexual exploitation,
fails to adequately account for the
realities of adolescent development,
the principles of proportionality in
criminal justice, and the fundamen-

tal rights enshrined in the Constitu-
tion of Kenya. As we navigate this
sensitive terrain, it is imperative to
adopt a multidisciplinary approach
that incorporates legal, psycholog-
ical, and public health perspectives
to develop a more nuanced and ef-
fective legal framework. Such an
approach should prioritize educa-
tion, support, and the promotion of
healthy sexual development over
punitive measures, recognizing the
evolving capacities of adolescents
and their right to privacy, dignity,
and equality before the law. By ad-
dressing this issue with compassion,
wisdom, and a commitment to the
best interests of young people, Ken-
ya can forge a path towards a more
just and equitable society that nur-
tures the healthy development of its
youth while providing robust protec-
tions against exploitation and abuse.
The writer is a legal scrivener and
researcher.



PHOTOS
SCORES
OPINIONS
STATISTICS

3
BREAKING NEWS

Sat & Sun, July 27-28, 2024 | The Mt. Kenya Times

* ‘Games wide open’ is the motto for this year’s Paris Olympics, which officially begin on Friday with

the opening ceremony.

Paris Set For Its First Olympics In
100 Years

‘Games wide open’ is the motto
for this year’s Paris Olympics,
which officially begin on Friday
with the opening ceremony.

It is the first time in 100 years
that the French capital has hosted
the summer Games, with the ma-
jority of the events taking place
in or around the city’s most icon-
ic areas.

Friday’s opening ceremony will
see boats carry athletes and dig-
nitaries down 6km of the River
Seine, with room for 300,000
spectators.

Few details are known about the
event — though there has been
speculation about Celine Dion
and Lady Gaga performing —
with the ceremony’s artistic di-
rector Thomas Jolly saying he
wants to “show France in all its
diversity”.

The Paris Games is the first to
achieve gender parity among
athletes, with 5,250 male and
5,250 female athletes set to com-
pete.

With millions expected to at-
tend the Games, Paris is making
the final touches for a Games it

hopes will be like no other.

Paris ‘ready’ after water con-
cerns and security worries

French President Emmanuel
Macron said earlier this week,
external that the country was
“ready and we will be ready
throughout the Games”.

However, some Parisians have
used social media to warn peo-
ple, external about issues such
as overcrowding, price inflation
and difficulties in getting around
the city.

There is a huge security opera-
tion in place, with up to 5,000 po-
lice, soldiers and hired guards on
patrol at any one time. The Seine
— the river than runs through the
centre of Paris — has been fenced
off for the opening ceremony,
leaving residents needing QR
codes to access certain areas.

That has affected local busi-
nesses along the Seine, leading
to some criticism,, external but
French authorities say the barri-
cades will be removed after Fri-
day’s event.

The cost of this year’s Games

is expected to be about 9bn eu-
ros (£7.6bn), with the organising
committee promising to make it
the greenest Olympics in history.

Fan park at Hotel de Ville in
Paris

Only two arenas are new and
purpose-built — an aquatics cen-
tre and an arena for badminton
and rhythmic gymnastics.

Other iconic venues such as the
Stade de France — the nation-
al stadium — and French Open
tennis venue Roland Garros will
host events, alongside historic
sites such as the Grand Palais
and the Place de la Concorde.
One of the big concerns in the
build-up was the water quality
of the Seine, which will host the
swimming leg of the triathlon
and open-water events.
Swimming in the river was
banned for a century because of
the water quality, with tests in
June still showing levels of E.co-
li above the upper limits imposed
by sports federations.

However, Paris mayor Anne
Hidalgo swam in the river on 17

July to try to prove it was safe.
The water will be tested regu-
larly in different areas before the
events.

How is Paris preparing for
Olympics and Paralympics?
There is only one new event at
this year’s Games — breaking, a
style of dance that originated in
the Bronx in New York.

Some events have had tweaks,
including men being eligible to
compete in artistic synchronised
swimming for the first time in
Olympic history, although none
have been selected for Paris.

The Games will also be the final
Olympics for some of Britain’s
finest.

Two-time tennis gold medallist
Andy Murray will end his career
in Paris, as will Britain’s most
successful gymnast, Max Whit-
lock.

Adam Peaty, three-time Olym-
pic gold medallist in the pool,
returns to the Games after taking
a mental health break from the
sport.

On the track, Katarina John-
son-Thompson will look to
avenge her heartbreak from To-
kyo 2021, when a calf injury in
the 200m led to her pulling out
of the heptathlon.

But dressage rider Charlotte
Dujardin will not be there, with-
drawing after footage emerged
of her “excessively” whipping a
horse.

Elsewhere, Simone Biles, the
world’s most decorated gym-
nast, returns after her struggles
in Tokyo, while Stephen Curry
features in the basketball.

Their American compatriots
Sha’Carri Richardson and Noah
Lyles will look to shine on the
track, while Jamaica’s iconic
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce seeks
to sign off her career with yet an-
other medal.

BBC
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er against New Zealand

Olympics: Canada Send Two Stafg

Members Home Over Drone Incident

Canada women’s football manager Beverly Priestman.

Canada women’s football man-
ager Beverly Priestman will not
take charge of her side’s Olympics
opener against New Zealand after
two members of her backroom
staff were sent home for alleged-
ly flying a drone over the Kiwis’
team training session.

Priestman, 38, has “voluntari-
ly withdrawn” from Thursday’s
match in St Etienne after the New
Zealand Olympic Committee re-
ported that a drone had been flown
over their training session on
Monday.

Jasmine Mander, Priestman’s as-
sistant, has been sent home along
with “unaccredited analyst” Jo-
seph Lombardi.

Fifa said it has opened disci-

plinary proceedings against Can-
ada Soccer, Priestman, Lombardi
and Mander.

The Canadian Olympic Commit-
tee say a scouting report filed by
Lombardi was sent to Mander.
Priestman says she takes respon-
sibility for the actions of her col-
leagues.

“I first and foremost want to
apologise to the players and staff
at New Zealand Football and to
the players on Team Canada. This
does not represent the values that
our team stands for,” Priestman
said.

“] am ultimately responsible for
conduct in our program.”

The COC confirmed on Wednes-
day that a “non-accredited mem-

ber of the Canada Soccer support
team” was detained by authorities. = BBC

“The Canadian Olympic Com-
mittee stands for fair play and we
are shocked and disappointed,” it
added in a statement., external
“We offer our heartfelt apologies
to New Zealand Football, to all the
players affected, and to the New
Zealand Olympic Committee.”

The NZOC said it has “formally
lodged the incident with the I0C
integrity unit and has asked Cana-
da for a full review”.

“The NZOC and New Zealand
Football are committed to uphold-
ing the integrity and fairness of
the Olympic Games and are deep-
ly shocked and disappointed by
this incident.”
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L ¢
Worth Noting:

. Children with
Down’s syndrome have
more impaired motor
skills. They are character-
ized by ease of movement,
high flexibility of joints. A
delay in the development
of the main static func-
tions (holding the head,
sitting, reaching, coordi-
nation) has been detected,
and the more difficult the
movement, the more dif-
ficult the movement, the
periods of relaxation and
execution are delayed.

. Defects in balance
skills are clearly expressed
in these children. Chil-
dren with Down syn-
drome can discriminate
the shape of objects by
sight, like other children
with mental retardation,
but the results of object
recognition are poorer

in these children. This
situation is explained by
the lack of development
of finger movements in
children with Down’s
syndrome.

ART, Culture & Books

Annotation. This article contains
scientifically very important and
accurate information on the topic
“Children with Down’s syndrome”.
By reading this article, you can learn
about the origin of this condition in
children with Down’s syndrome and
ways to treat it.

Key words. Children with Down
syndrome, origin, methods of treat-
ment, parents, child, doctor.

Down’s syndrome is one of the
chromosomal diseases, and this
disease was named after the En-
glish doctor - John Down in 1866.
Down’s syndrome is a chromosomal
disorder. Among children with se-
vere forms of mental retardation, the
number of children diagnosed with
Down’s syndrome is significantly
higher. This disease is associated
with chromosomal pathology, in
which 47 chromosomes are formed
in a human cell instead of the usu-
al 46. Half of them are born with
heart disease. Such children make
up 30 or more percent of the total
number of children in special insti-
tutions. The appearance of children
with Down syndrome has the fol-
lowing characteristics: narrow eyes,
a small “button” nose, rosy cheeks.
The mouth is half open, the tongue
is fat, skin folds and deep ridges, the
teeth are eroded and open, the skull
is smaller than normal, the forehead
is cut, the fingers of the paw are very
short. There is no single view. Some
authors, especially psychiatrists, em-
phasize the very slow and difficult
development of these children and
the complete cessation of develop-
ment at the age of 12-14 years, while
defectologists emphasize the slow
development of these children under
the influence of special education.

Resolution No. PQ-892 dated

16.06.2008 was adopted by the First
President of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan “On the State program for the
early detection of congenital and he-
reditary diseases for the prevention
of disability during 2008-2012”.

Today, the organizational structure
of the screening center exists in all
regions of the Republic.

Children with Down’s syndrome
have more impaired motor skills.
They are characterized by ease of
movement, high flexibility of joints.
A delay in the development of the
main static functions (holding the
head, sitting, reaching, coordination)
has been detected, and the more dif-
ficult the movement, the more diffi-
cult the movement, the periods of re-
laxation and execution are delayed.
Defects in balance skills are clearly
expressed in these children. Children
with Down syndrome can discrimi-
nate the shape of objects by sight,
like other children with mental re-
tardation, but the results of object
recognition are poorer in these chil-
dren. This situation is explained by
the lack of development of finger
movements in children with Down’s
syndrome.

In the process of education and cor-
rection of the disorder, the develop-
ment of children’s cognitive activity
and mental functions can be carried
out in the presence of a number of
conditions. To them:

- start corrective work as ecarly as
possible;

- good environment in the family
and connection with the family with
a special institution.

- the use of educational methods
and an adequate program (child’s
age, educational opportunities and
educational goals)

It is very important to start correc-
tional work with abnormal children
because it can lead to a big shift in
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their development. The work with
children of early childhood and pre-
school age includes communication,
speech, object activities, office,
should be aimed at forming self-ser-
vice skills, goal orientation, and be-
havior regulation. Early initiation of
correctional work is not only for the
development of the child, but also
an effective tool for diagnosing the
child, because during the long ped-
agogical influence and as a result of
observations, the child’s capabilities
and characteristics are determined,
and when the child reaches school
age, it is possible to determine which
school to send him to. .

In recent years, various rehabilita-
tion centers have been established in
our country, where children with se-
vere mental retardation are provided
with assistance.

Severe mental retardation is usually
detected and diagnosed early, before
the child is one year old or in the first
years of the child’s life. will have
Psychoneurological studies show
that a number of defects can be ob-
served in such children in their early
youth.

In infancy and preschool age, they
show slowness and inactivity, they
pay weak attention to the surround-
ings, and they have a late reaction
to visual and auditory impressions.
Children with undeveloped speech
often have poor directed actions.
There is a lack of interest and atten-
tion. Mental retardation in preschool
age. This is reflected in my child’s
behavior and activity. Their games
are the same, their emotions are un-
changed and meaningless. Severe
defects in mental activity are consid-
ered the result of damage to the cen-
tral nervous system and occur as a
result of various etiological factors.
In particular, in some pre-school ed-
ucational institutions in Moscow and
St. Petersburg, children with Down
syndrome are educated together with
their healthy peers. It turned out that
as a result of joint upbringing, it has
a significant impact on the develop-
ment of children with Down’s syn-
drome and the formation of social
skills in them. In healthy children,
qualities such as tolerance (breadth
of tolerance) and a sense of togeth-
erness are brought up. During the
study of small children with severe
developmental disabilities, attention
should be paid to the following as-
pects of their condition: - preserva-

tion of the emotional environment;

- to correctly perceive the intona-
tion of adult speech and differentiate
relatives;

-liulg, communication with others,
types of communication;

- state of the traffic environment;

- the game;

- the possibility of inclusion in
goal-oriented activities and the level
of development of various activities;

- state of speech: a) understanding
of formal speech;

b) understand and execute a series
of simple instructions;

d) active speech;

- the level of the child’s imagination
about himself and the surrounding
world;

-partially because of self-serving
and busyness-

work with professional skills;

- the state of the ability to target in
space and time.

Later, this information is supple-
mented with the results of observing
the characteristics of attention, work
ability and drug withdrawal of the
child, his memory, his character and
interests. It is observed that the emo-
tions are relatively reserved in chil-
dren, most of them are affected by
the feedback given by others. When
they hear praise, they fully express
their joy, when they are reprimand-
ed, they get upset, have a negative
mood, and they can become angry
and aggressive. At the same time.
Children with severe form of mental
retardation often have multifaceted
and stratified emotions, and these
children are characterized by slow-
ness and difficulty in engaging in
activities.

Down’s syndrome is a form of con-
genital oligophrenia, in which, along
with mental retardation, the child’s
appearance is colored in a unique
way.

In Down’s syndrome - due to a
change in the set of chromosomes,
metabolism at the cellular level is
disturbed, and as a result, most or-
gans and tissues in the body are
damaged. In this way, congenital
heart disease, visual or hearing im-
pairment is observed in the child.

Mirzayeva Sabo Qochkorovna Al-
fraganus University

Pedagogy and Psychology

A student of the 2nd stage of the

faculty

Published at Shashil Court Westlands & Printed at Mombasa Road, Nairobi by Exponential International Limited. P.O. Box 101675 - 00101 Nairobi.
Email: editorial@mtkenyatimes.co.ke I To place Adverts: Email: ads@mtkenyatimes.co.ke Tel: 0700 161 866, 0705 215 262, 0781 894 777. www.mtkenyatimes.com



