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Community leader Subhash Mithia 
organised a highly successful re-
union in London. Photo SHAMLAL 
PURI

Friends forever.... L-R Nanu Vithlani, Ramnik Vadher,  Ballu, Pradeep Jobanputra, 
Prakash Makhecha, Subhash Mithia. Photo SHAMLAL PURI.
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Guests came from all over Britain:

NOSTALGIC SHINYANGA VETERANS MEET 
IN LONDON, SHARE MEMORIES OF THE 
GOOD OLD DAYS IN TANZANIA

Postcolonial Parallels: � e Shared Struggles of South Asian, 
African, and Irish Literature

� ere were miles-long smiles 
and many stories of yester-
years to share when former 
residents of the Tanzanian 
diamond mining city of Shin-
yanga met in London last 
week – 4,274 miles away from 
the British capital.
Some members met a� er half 
a Century, adding more ex-
citement to the day.
“It’s not o� en that we meet 
old friends in such warm sur-
roundings of a reunion,” said 
one of the guests, holding 
back his emotions, “� is is a 

South Asian literature is a signi� cant 
part of global literature. English lit-
erature, as an institution, is no longer 
purely English; it has evolved into an 
amalgamation of various strands, 
including African, South Asian, 
Anglophone, and American litera-
ture. � ere are notable similarities 

between South Asian and African 
literature, particularly in their explo-
ration of colonialism and post-co-
lonialism. Both literary traditions 
address the atrocities and cruelties 
in� icted by colonizers. For example, 
Ahmed Ali’s Twilight in Delhi high-
lights the vibrant culture of India. 

� e � rst part of the novel celebrates 
the richness of Delhi, glorifying Indi-
an sculpture and art. However, as the 
novel progresses, it depicts the futil-
ity and devastation brought about 
by the colonizers. � e once-beau-
tiful city, once a place of splendor, 
transforms into one of ugliness and 

poverty. Delhi, once a thriving me-
tropolis, becomes a shadow of its 
former self, resembling a hellish 
landscape for its natives. � e decay 

Shinyanga Veterans 
Some members met a� er half a Century, adding more 
excitement to the day
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A team of about 40 Kenyan 
master swimmers partici-
pated at the Uganda Swim-
ming Federation National 
Swimming Championship 
in Kampala.
� e team comprises some 
of Kenya’s most experienced 
veteran swimmers and are 
� ying the Kenyan � ag high 
as they compete in the 
high-level regional event.
� e team is led by Kenya 
Aquatics Secretary Gener-
al Collins Marigiri, team 
manager Nasser Motha 
and team coach Jacqueline 
Macharia.
Among the veteran swim-
mers representing Kenya in 
this championship are Anne 
Obure, Gedion Kioko, Steve 
Odera, Hillary Leboy, and 
Stephanie Mwaura, all of 
whom have had notable ca-
reers in competitive swim-

ming.
Speaking ahead of the 
championship, Marigiri ex-
pressed optimism about the 
team’s prospects.
“We are impressed with the 
team and look forward to 
them performing well and 
winning the overall trophy. 
Uganda has an impressive 
master swimming program 
that focuses on adult swim-
ming and retired competi-
tive swimmers. We are also 
taking part in an exchange 
program and benchmarking 
initiative. Our swimmers 
will have an opportunity 
to tour Kampala, compete, 
and have fun,” Marigiri told 
the media.
� e Secretary General em-
phasized the importance 
of such events in fostering 
the growth of master swim-
ming in the region.

Earlier this year, Kenya 
Aquatics held its inaugural 
national master swimming 
championship at Sabis In-
ternational School, where 
the Uganda team also � eld-
ed swimmers.
According to Marigiri, there 
are many master swimming 
championships lined up 
this season, including the 
famous Kiambu Aquatics 
in December, the Africa 
Aquatics Zone 3 Cham-
pionship in Burundi in 
November, and the World 
Aquatics Master Swimming 
Championship next year in 
Singapore.
Marigiri noted that Kenya 
Aquatics is utilizing such 
activities to encourage re-
tired competitive swim-
mers, such as the legendary 
Jason Dunford, to return to 
the sport and give back to 

the swimming community.
“We also aim to inspire 
the younger generation of 
swimmers who have the 
potential to excel on the in-
ternational stage. Addition-
ally, the master swimming 
program encourages adults 
to keep � t and maintain 
a healthy lifestyle, which 
can help mitigate lifestyle 
diseases like hypertension, 
blood pressure, and diabe-
tes,” he said.
� rilling performances are 
expected during today’s 
gala which is being hosted 
by Uganda Swimming Fed-
eration.
Meanwhile, Kenya Aquat-
ics has submitted a bid to 
host the inaugural Africa 
Aquatics Master Swimming 
Championship at the Kasa-
rani Aquatics Stadium in 
Nairobi next year, alongside 

the Africa Zone 3 Swim-
ming Championship.
In a bid to raise the stan-
dards of swimming com-
petitions in the region, the 
Federation has also sub-
mitted a proposal to World 
Aquatics requesting dona-
tions of System 7, touch-
pads, and a scoreboard for 
use in next year’s events.
� is championship in 
Uganda marks the � rst of 
several international com-
petitions that the Kenyan 
master swimmers will par-
ticipate in this year, with 
future plans to compete in 
the Tanzania Swimming 
Federation’s Master Swim-
ming Championship in Dar 
es Salaam next year and 
more global events on the 
horizon.

Kenyan Master Swimmers Participated At � e 
Uganda Swimming Federation National Swimming 
Championship In Kampala

A team of Kenyan master swimmers participated at the Uganda Swimming Federation National Swimming Championship in Kampala on September 7, 2024. � e 
team comprises some of Kenya’s most experienced veteran swimmers and are � ying the Kenyan � ag high as they compete in the high-level regional event.

Worth
Noting:

• “We are impressed 
with the team and look 
forward to them perform-
ing well and winning the 
overall trophy. Uganda 
has an impressive master 
swimming program that 
focuses on adult swim-
ming and retired com-
petitive swimmers. We 
are also taking part in an 
exchange program and 
benchmarking initiative. 
Our swimmers will have 
an opportunity to tour 
Kampala, compete, and 
have fun,” Marigiri told 
the media.
• � e Secretary 
General emphasized the 
importance of such events 
in fostering the growth of 
master swimming in the 
region.

By: RAYMOND WANJOHI 
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Kidney Structure And Function
Health

Abstract: In this article, the 
general appearance, anato-
my, location, structure of the 
kidney, parts of the kidney, 
blood supply, kidney prob-
lems, causes and symptoms 
are presented in this article.

Key words: Kidney, urinary 
bladder, tube, corpuscles, 
extremity, pyramids, renal 
veins.

Kidneys are very important 
organs in the body. About a 
third of all blood from the 
heart goes to the kidneys 
for � ltering before being 
pumped to the body’s cells 
and tissues. When the kid-
neys fail (kidney failure), it 
can lead to various compli-
cations, such as: swelling or 
edema of the extremities, 
pulmonary edema or � uid 
in the lungs, hyperkalemia 
or increased potassium, 
blood, anemia, heart disease 
and pericarditis, etc.

Kidney anatomy
Location:
� e kidneys are located on 
both sides of the spine, in 
the retroperitoneal space. 
Since the liver is located on 
the right side of the abdo-
men, above the right kidney, 
the le�  kidney is slightly 
higher than the right.

Structure:
Each of the two bean-
shaped organs weighs 125-
175 grams and 115-155 
grams in males and females, 
respectively. A kidney is 
usually about 11-14 centi-
meters long, 6 centimeters 
wide, and about 4 centime-
ters thick.  
Kidneys are protected by fat, 
muscles and ribs of the back. 
Perienteric fat, also called 

the renal fat pad, protects 
the kidneys from external 
in� uences or injury. � e 
kidney has a medial cavity 
called the xylum, which is 
the entry and exit point for 
structures that supply or 
drain the kidney, such as the 
kidneys, ureters, vessels, and 
lymphatics.

Types and problems of kid-
ney diseases
Chronic kidney disease - 
� is is the most common 
type of kidney disease. 
When the kidneys stop 

working for 3 months or 
more, it is called chronic 
kidney disease. � is is usu-
ally caused by high blood 
pressure in the body. It is 
very important to maintain 
the level of blood pressure in 
the body, because increased 
blood pressure damages the 
glomeruli in the kidneys, 
which leads to kidney fail-
ure. � e small blood vessels 
that clean the blood in the 
kidneys are called glomer-
uli. Chronic kidney disease 
can also be caused by dia-
betes. High sugar levels seri-

ously damage the blood ves-
sels in the kidneys. A� er the 
diagnosis of the disease, the 
patient is recommended to 
undergo dialysis. Dialysis is 
a process that helps remove 
extra waste and � uids from 
the blood. � is process helps 
the kidneys work better, but 
cannot cure the disease.
Kidney diseases do not show 
any symptoms in the early 
stages, and they appear only 
in the last stages. Some of the 
more common symptoms of 
kidney disease include:
Pressure and pain in the 

chest.
Bad sleep
Di�  culty breathing
Dry and darkened skin
Frequent urination at night
Swelling around the eyes
Loss of appetite
Swelling of ankles and feet
Muscle cramps
Insu�  cient sleep
Fatigue
Poor concentration

Worth
Noting:

• Each of the two 
bean-shaped organs 
weighs 125-175 grams and 
115-155 grams in males 
and females, respectively. 
A kidney is usually about 
11-14 centimeters long, 
6 centimeters wide, and 
about 4 centimeters thick.  
• Kidneys are pro-
tected by fat, muscles and 
ribs of the back. Perien-
teric fat, also called the 
renal fat pad, protects the 
kidneys from external 
in� uences or injury. � e 
kidney has a medial cavity 
called the xylum, which 
is the entry and exit point 
for structures that supply 
or drain the kidney, such 
as the kidneys, ureters, 
vessels, and lymphatics.

By: Salokhiddinova Mohichehra 
O’rol girl
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Former Vice-President Dick Cheney to vote for 
Kamala Harris

Don’t Deny Smokers � eir Best Opportunity to 
Prevent Disease

Former US Vice-President and life-
long Republican Dick Cheney has 
con� rmed he will vote for the Dem-
ocrats’ Kamala Harris in Novem-
ber’s presidential election.
Mr Cheney, seen as an in� uen-
tial � gure during the presidency of 
George W Bush, issued a statement 
saying there had “never been an in-
dividual who is a greater threat to 
our republic than Donald Trump”, 
the current Republican candidate.
His daughter, former Republican 
lawmaker Liz Cheney, had told an 
audience in Texas earlier that her fa-
ther planned to back the Democrat-
ic nominee.
“He [Trump] tried to steal the last 
election using lies and violence 
to keep himself in power a� er the 
voters had rejected him,” said Mr 
Cheney. “He can never be trusted 
with power again.”
“As citizens, we each have a duty to 
put country above partisanship to 
defend our constitution,” he added. 
“� at is why I will be casting my vote 
for Vice-President Kamala Harris.”

Mr Cheney’s remarks were wel-
comed by the Harris camp.
“� e vice-president is proud to 
have the support of Vice-President 
Cheney, and deeply respects his 
courage to put country over party,” 
said campaign chair Jen O’Malley 
Dillon.
Mr Cheney joins a growing list of 
Republicans who have expressed 
concern about the candidacy of 
Donald Trump.
His daughter, Liz Cheney, has 
already given her backing to 
Vice-President Harris.
She served on the House select com-
mittee investigating the 6 January 
Capitol riots, and was one of 10 Re-
publicans to vote to impeach former 
President Trump a� er the incident.
Ms Cheney lost her seat in Congress 
in 2022 to a Trump-backed candi-
date.
Taking to social media following Mr 
Cheney’s statement, Trump called 
the former vice-president an “irrel-
evant RINO” – an acronym which 
stands for “Republican in name 
only”.
He also described Mr Cheney as the 
“King of Endless, Nonsensical Wars” 
– alluding to his role in the Iraq War.

By: JOSEPH MAGERO 

World Lung Cancer Day on August 
1 served as a stark reminder of the 
devastating impact that lung cancer 
has on millions of lives worldwide. 
It was a day to reinforce the global 
resolve to combat this formidable 
disease, but it also exposed a trou-
bling paradox. 
Just as e� orts were being made to 
raise awareness and � nd solutions to 
combat lung cancer, some misguid-
ed activists in Kenya were using the 
moment to advocate for tighter re-
strictions on nicotine products that 
o� er smokers their best chance of 
avoiding the disease. 
Reduced-risk tobacco-free products, 
such as vapes and nicotine pouches, 
are proven to be the most successful 
tool for helping smokers make the 
critical switch from traditional cig-
arettes to less harmful alternatives. 
� ese innovative products o� er a 
lifeline to millions, providing a way 
to satisfy nicotine cravings without 
exposing users to the carcinogens 
and harmful toxins found in com-
bustible tobacco. 
Yet, some opponents seem intent on 
overlooking this lifesaving potential, 
� xating instead on a misguided op-
position to anything related to nico-
tine consumption. 
It is crucial to di� erentiate between 
smoking and nicotine use. 
Smoking is the primary cause of lung 

cancer and a host of other deadly 
diseases. On the other hand, nico-
tine itself, while addictive, does not 
cause cancer – and that’s according 
to the World Health Organization. 
� ere is no better illustration of the 
bene� cial impact of alternative nic-
otine products than what has hap-
pened in Sweden.
� e Scandinavian nation has dra-
matically reduced its smoking rates 
in recent years and is about to be-
come the � rst country to achieve 
o�  cial ‘smoke-free’ status. 
It now has the lowest lung cancer 
incidence in Europe. Furthermore, 
the rate of deaths in Sweden from 
lung cancer is less than half the EU 
average. 
� ese are public health outcomes 
any nation would dream of. So, how 
has Sweden achieved them? 
Swedes have long used snus – a tra-
ditional oral tobacco product – as an 
alternative to cigarettes. � is helped 
reduce Sweden’s smoking rate and 
disease burden below the European 
average as many adult smokers tran-
sitioned. 
Signi� cantly, the Swedes also trans-
ferred this attitude of acceptance to 
new, more modern, and less harm-
ful tobacco-free products which 
have come onto the market in the 
last decade. � e advent of vapes in 
2015 and, more recently, oral nico-
tine pouches in 2018 has resulted in 
Swedish smoking rates continuing 

their rapid descent. 
Kenya’s anti-tobacco activists, o� en 
driven by funds from ideological 
foreign entities, like to claim that va-
pes and pouches are simply a ‘gate-
way’ to cigarettes. 
Yet Sweden again disproves that 
myth. With a smoking level of only 
3% in those aged 16-29 years, Swe-
den boasts the lowest level of young-
er-age smoking in Europe. 
� e Swedish experience of beating 
smoking and reducing smoking-re-

lated mortality and morbidity con-
clusively proves the case for making 
less harmful alternative products ac-
cessible, acceptable, and a� ordable. 
In contrast, the demonization 
of nicotine and its safer delivery 
methods hinders progress in public 
health and undermines the e� orts 
to reduce the staggering toll of lung 
cancer.
If we truly want to learn the les-
sons of World Lung Cancer Day, 
we should stand united in support-

ing evidence-based approaches that 
encourage smokers to transition to 
safer alternatives. 
We must reject the false narrative 
that tarnishes the potential of re-
duced-risk products and instead 
embrace pragmatic solutions that 
can help save lives and lessen the 
burden of lung cancer in Kenya and 
beyond. 

� e author is the chairman of Cam-
paign for Safer Alternatives (CASA) 

Health

Former US Vice-President and lifelong Republican Dick Cheney

By: BBC.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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11 � ings Every Single Person Should Know About 
Today

Relationships

1. It is very dangerous to mar-
ry someone you are not sexu-
ally attracted to.
2. You might be attractive to 
people to get them curious to 
engage you, but your charac-
ter will determine whether 
they stay interested in you.

3. Both someone coming to 
use you and someone coming 
to love you will tell you sweet 
words and desire you sexual-
ly, it is for you to discern.
4. � e myth of “You attract 
who you are” is not fully true. 
As a good person, you will 
attract both the good and the 
bad. Good is attractive to all.
5. Your ability to hold amaz-
ing and interesting conversa-

tions is what will make you a 
keeper. No one wants to mar-
ry someone boring or whose 
talk is � at. Companionship is 
the central goal of marriage.
6. You can know you two have 
sexual chemistry and tension 
without having sex.
7. Be careful of people who 
are quickly generous with af-
fectionate names and words, 
they might be doing it to 

multiple people. Mature peo-
ple hold their special words 
dear and don’t give them to 
just anyone.
8. Be careful of someone 
who claims to be prayerful or 
wants a Godly family but is 
hesitant to pray.
9. Dates don’t have to be ex-
pensive, they don’t even have 
to cost any money. But they 
must be memorable.

10. Not every good looking 
person is meant to be your 
suitor, some are just meant to 
be a good looking friend.
11. � ere is a di� erence be-
tween someone who is good 
for you, and someone who is 
right for you.

By: Capital Lyfestyle
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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NOSTALGIC SHINYANGA VETERANS MEET IN LONDON, 
SHARE MEMORIES OF THE GOOD OLD DAYS IN TANZANIA

Worth
Noting:

• “� e warmth of the 
people of Shinyanga still shines 
like the diamonds of Mwadui,” 
says Ballu, “We have many 
unforgettable memories of our 
friendship of school days in the 
town.”   
• One of the guests said, 
“We le�  the beautiful town of 
Shinyanga still with black hair, 
and we meet again in a di� er-
ent part of the world with grey 
hair! See, how fast time � ies.”    
• Event organiser Sub-
hash Mithia, a prominent com-
munity leader and Shinyanga 
resident now living in London, 
said the reunion was “a great 
success.”
• “I am delighted to 
inform you there were 102 
Shinyangans at the reunion,” 
Mr Mithia said.
• “I also appreciated 
that Dinesh Pau and Arun 
Vadher from Canada, Balwant 
Singh Badwal, his wife Par-
minder Kaur and Jatin Rajani, 
who came from the USA to 
attend the reunion”, giving this 
event its rightful recognition as 
an international gathering.

truly rare event when most 
people are busy in their lives 
but have spared the time to 
meet and greet each other.”
More than 100 former resi-
dents of Shinyanga gathered 
at the Blue Room Sports 
Venue in Harrow, West Lon-
don, on September 1, in a 
unique reunion that rekin-
dled uncountable childhood 
memories of the close-knit 
Asian diaspora community 
in that East African country.
� ey exchanged their unique 
stories of how life had treat-
ed them a� er leaving Tanza-
nia to settle abroad.
Some came to the United 
Kingdom to further their 
studies and stayed on. Oth-
ers emigrated to Britain, the 
United States, Canada and 
Australia to start a new life. 
In contrast, others returned 
to India and Pakistan to be 
closer to the land of their 
forefathers and extended 
families.
Guests came from all over 
Britain. Former Shinyanga 
resident Balwant Singh Bad-
wal, fondly known as Bal-
lu, and his wife Parminder 
Kaur � ew from the United 
States to attend the reunion.
He was excited to meet his 
childhood friends 50 years 
on and remembers the 
events and faces from that 
era.
Many old friends looked 
surprised when he remem-
bered their names and faces. 
It was like he had stored 
these memories in a special 
section of his mind as if they 
had occurred a few days ago.
“� e warmth of the people 
of Shinyanga still shines like 
the diamonds of Mwadui,” 
says Ballu, “We have many 
unforgettable memories of 
our friendship of school 
days in the town.”   
One of the guests said, “We 
le�  the beautiful town of 
Shinyanga still with black 
hair, and we meet again in 
a di� erent part of the world 
with grey hair! See, how fast 
time � ies.”    
Event organiser Subhash 
Mithia, a prominent com-
munity leader and Shin-
yanga resident now living 
in London, said the reunion 
was “a great success.”
“I am delighted to inform 
you there were 102 Shin-
yangans at the reunion,” Mr 
Mithia said.
“I also appreciated that 
Dinesh Pau and Arun Vad-
her from Canada, Balwant 
Singh Badwal, his wife Par-
minder Kaur and Jatin Ra-
jani, who came from the 
USA to attend the reunion”, 
giving this event its rightful 
recognition as an interna-
tional gathering.
Mr Mithia says the event 

would not have been suc-
cessful without the partic-
ipation of the Shinyanga 
community.
“I appreciate that without 
the attendance of so many 
Shinyangans, the event 
would not have been suc-
cessful.”
He thanked everyone who 
supported the reunion.
� e meeting was also an op-
portunity to share the sad 
news of some of the town’s 
members who sadly had 
passed away.
Mr Mithia paid tribute to 
the families of some of the 
former residents of Shinyan-
ga following bereavements.
“We missed Manibhai Bhan-
jibhai and his family due to 
the death of a loved one in 
India the day before the 
event.”
He also paid tributes to the 
families of Rupa and Sona 
over their grief “due to the 
passing away of their moth-
er, Sarojben.” 
Mr Mithia also o� ered the 
community’s commisera-
tions over the passing away 
of  Shinyangan Amubhai 
Sudra, who lived in Leices-
ter, just a week before the 
reunion.
Guests were treated to a 
sumptuous Gujarati meal 
prepared by Blue Room.
Musicians entertained the 
guests. Singers
Reema and Anil, whose me-
lodious voices reawakened 
memories of old Bollywood 
songs, rendered some of the 
favourite yesteryear hits.
Some guests took the dance 

� oor when Reema and Anil rendered romantic num- bers, which were converted 

Dinesh and Bhavna Pau enjoyed a relaxing dance at the reunion. Photo SHAMLAL PURI

Guests at the event at the table enjoying a conversation. Photo SHAMLAL PURI.

Sweet memories... Cakes were cut to mark the deep friendship between the members despite the 
passage of time. Photo SHAMLAL PURI

...................................

Contd Page 11.

By: Shamlal Puri
Associate Publisher 
& Senior Editor – UK                                                                                                                    
shamlalpuri4@gmail.com
..............................................

Contd from Page 1



DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL 
SAT-FRI: Sep 7 - Sep 13, 2024

INTERNATIONAL
NEWS 11

UK  News

NOSTALGIC SHINYANGA VETERANS MEET IN LONDON, 
SHARE MEMORIES OF THE GOOD OLD DAYS IN TANZANIA

Worth
Noting:

• Reema and Anil, 
whose melodious voices 
reawakened memories of old 
Bollywood songs, rendered 
some of the favourite yester-
year hits.
• Some guests took 
the dance � oor when Reema 
and Anil rendered romantic 
numbers, which were con-
verted into Western dances.  
• |Later, the guests 
danced to Garba and Dan-
dia Gujarati folk dances, 
which not only brought back 
the zest and energy to those 
on the dance � oor but added 
zest to the culture of many 
of the East African diaspora 
who hail from the vibrant 
culture-rich Indian State of 
Gujarat. 
• � e reunion marked 
some milestones in the 
community. Dinesh Pau, 
Ramnik Vadher, and Naren-
dra (Nanu) Vithlani marked 
their 80th birthdays.
• “Our best wishes to 
all of them,” said Mr Mith-
ia, adding, “We hope they 
remain healthy and make it 
to 100 years.”

into Western dances.  
|Later, the guests danced to 
Garba and Dandia Guja-
rati folk dances, which not 
only brought back the zest 
and energy to those on the 
dance � oor but added zest 
to the culture of many of 
the East African diaspora 
who hail from the vibrant 
culture-rich Indian State of 
Gujarat. 
� e reunion marked some 
milestones in the commu-
nity. Dinesh Pau, Ram-
nik Vadher, and Narendra 
(Nanu) Vithlani marked 
their 80th birthdays.
“Our best wishes to all of 
them,” said Mr Mithia, add-
ing, “We hope they remain 
healthy and make it to 100 
years.”
Two happy members, Aruna 
and Yasu, donated £51 to-
wards the event to celebrate 
the 47 years of their wed-
ding.
Mr Mithia congratulated 
them and o� ered them the 
community’s best wishes.
� ere was a poignant mo-
ment when Milan Shan-
tubhai presented to all the 
guests a box of Indian sweets 
in memory of his late father, 
Shantubhai Karsandasbhai 
Lakhani and his mother, 
Taraben Lakhani.
Mr Mithia thanked his able 
team members Harish Ba-
gia, Bharti Pau, and Bhavna 
Rajani for their support in 
organising the 2024 Shin-
yanga reunion.
For those unfamiliar with 
this part of Tanzania, Shin-
yanga is a bustling city, a 
two-hour drive, 147 km 
from Mwanza, a city on the 
shores of Lake Victoria.  
It is 986 km from the  Indi-
an Ocean port city of Dar 
es Salaam, the commercial 
capital.
Shinyanga Region has a 
population of more than 
200,000.
� ere are many businesses 
in the town, many of which 
were run by entrepreneurs 
from the Asian diaspora. 
A few are still there, but oth-
ers have settled abroad.
� e locals of Shinyanga, 
the Sukuma, welcomed the 
Asian diaspora to the town, 
where they set up business-
es. 
� e Sukuma people are very 
kind and welcoming. � ey 
are farming folk who own 
livestock. Interestingly, their 
household income boomed, 
bene� tting the Asian busi-
ness community, which 
thrived with their shops 
catering to the needs of the 
locals. 
� e Shinyangan diaspo-
rans are already planning 
the next annual reunion in 
2025.

� ose unfamiliar with  Shin-
yanga would be interested in 
knowing that Once upon a 
time, this was a small town 
with barely anything of in-
terest.
Its fortunes rose a� er the 
colonial Government real-
ised the area’s rich natural 
resources – diamonds and 
gold. 
It was founded during the 
gold and diamond mining 
era post-World War II. 
Diamonds are still mined at 
Mwadui, approximately 40 
kilometres from Shinyanga 
city.
� e town’s fortunes rose 
when the world took note 
of its diamonds and gold 
wealth, putting Shinyanga 
on the world map of miner-
al-rich parts of Africa.
John � oburn William-
son, a� ectionately known 
as Doc, a brilliant geologist 
from Canada’s McGill Uni-
versity, discovered, built and 
operated the highly success-
ful Williamson diamond 
mine. He named it Mwadui 
in honour of a local chief in 
the area.
Willamson’s Diamond 
Mines was established on 
March 19 1942. � e com-
pany was a partnership be-
tween John Williamson, his 
brother Percy and John’s 
lawyer partner Iqbal Chand 
Chopra KC, who arrived in 
Dar es Salaam in the late 
1920s from Gujranwala, 
British India, to seek his for-
tune in East Africa.
He was taken under the 
wing of another Dar es Sa-
laam-based Asian lawyer, 
Gulam Rasul, who trained 
the young Indian lawyer, 
Iqbal Chand, who was des-
tined for much greater suc-
cess. 
Iqbal Chand Chopra was the 
� rst Indian in Africa to take 
silk as King’s Counsel.
His career was catapult-
ed into high-level politics, 
spanning the Legislative and 
Executive Councils of what 
was then called Tanganyika 
((today’s Tanzania).
He established his practice 
in Mwanza, a town that had 
no lawyers, as many Indian 
settlers avoided going into 
the interior, which they saw 
as a serious risk. 
A fascinating story about 
how Chopra’s path crossed 
with Williamson’s. is told by 
pioneers.
In 1936, Mr Chopra had a 
business meeting with Dr 
Williamson, and the two 
men met in Mwanza with 
the Canadian geologist 
looking for someone to han-
dle his legal matters and ad-
vise him.
In the 1940s, Dr Williamson 
discovered that Shinyanga 

was endowed with rich di-
amond deposits waiting to 
be mined, and he decided to 
venture into the area.
He approached Mr Chopra, 
and their partnership devel-
oped. � e two men joined 
hands – one a geologist 
and the other a lawyer, who 
would guide Dr Williamson 
through the legal mine� eld 
of � nancing an enterprise.
Mr Chopra’s involvement in 

the Mwadui diamond mine 
and the global diamond in-
dustry shows the historical 
success of the Indians in 
Shinyanga and Tanzania, 
His presence in the William-
son Diamond Mines kept 
the business alive.
Dr Williamson Diamond 
Grave (Kishapu)  is a 
must-visit place for many 
tourists.
� e baobab tree, which Dr 

Williamson is said to have 
camped around and later 
“discovered” diamonds in 
the Shinyanga Region, still 
stands. 
Nearby, the baobab tree,  a 
sculpture, was erected by his 
family in 1958 to mark the 
presence of the world’s rich-
est man who once walked in 
Shinyanga.

Garba for those at the Party took them back to their days in Shinyanga. Photo SHAMLAL PURI

Welcome to Shinyanga. � e town’s people in London shared the city’s warmth. Photo Courtesy

Wlliamson Diamond Mines in Mwadui, Tanzania, built Shinyanga’s fortune and global reputation. 
Photo Courtesy Hansueli Krapf
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UN calls for full inquiry into West Bank shooting

� e United Nations has called for a “full investigation” into the killing of a US-Turkish woman in the 
occupied West Bank during a protest on Friday.

.................

� e United Nations has 
called for a “full investiga-
tion” into the killing of a 
US-Turkish woman in the 
occupied West Bank during 
a protest on Friday.
Aysenur Ezgi Eygi was killed 
a� er Israeli forces opened 
� re.
� e 26-year-old was tak-
ing part in a weekly protest 
against Jewish settlement 
expansion in the town of 
Beita near Nablus.
According to local media 
reports, Ms Eygi was shot by 
Israeli troops. Israel’s mili-
tary said it was “looking into 
reports that a foreign na-
tional was killed as a result 
of shots � red in the area”.
An eyewitness told the BBC 
World Service’s Newshour 
programme he had heard 
two shots � red at the protest.
Reacting to the killing, 
Stéphane Dujarric, the 
spokesman for the UN sec-
retary general, said: “We 
would want to see a full in-
vestigation of the circum-
stances and that people 
should be held accountable.”
Civilians, he added, “must 
be protected at all times”.

� e US also called for an in-
vestigation into the incident. 
Sean Savett, spokesman for 
the White House’s Nation-
al Security Council, said 
Washington was “deeply dis-
turbed by the tragic death of 
an American citizen”.
“We have reached out to the 
government of Israel to ask 
for more information and 
request an investigation into 
the incident,” Mr Savett said.
Footage from the scene 
shortly a� er the shooting 
shows medics rushing Ms 
Eygi into an ambulance.
Jewish-Israeli activist Jona-
than Pollak, who was at the 
protest, told BBC World Ser-
vice’s Newshour programme 
he had seen “soldiers on the 
roo� op aiming”.
He said he had heard two 
separate shots, “with like a 
second or two distance be-
tween them”.
“I heard someone calling 
my name, saying in English, 
‘Help us. We need help. We 
need help.” I ran towards 
them,” he said.
He said he had then seen Ms 
Eygi “lying on the ground 
underneath an olive tree, 
bleeding to death from her 

head”.
“I put my hand behind her 
back to try and stop the 
bleeding,” he said. “I looked 
up, there was a clear line of 
sight between the soldiers 
and where we were. I took 
her pulse, and it was very, 
very weak.”
He added that Friday’s 
demonstration had been Ms 
Eygi’s � rst time attending a 
protest with the Internation-
al Solidarity Movement, a 
pro-Palestinian group.
� e dual-national was 
rushed to a hospital in Nab-
lus and later pronounced 
dead.
Dr Fouad Nafaa, head of 
Ra� dia Hospital where Ms 
Eygi was admitted, con-
� rmed that a US citizen in 
her mid-20s had died from a 
“gunshot in the head”.
US Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken deplored the 
“tragic loss”, while Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan branded the Israeli 
action “barbaric”.
Turkey’s foreign minis-
try said Ms Eygi had been 
“killed by Israeli occupation 
soldiers in the city of Nab-
lus”.

Before travelling to the Mid-
dle East, Ms Eygi had re-
cently graduated from the 
University of Washington in 
Seattle.
� e school’s president, Ana 
Mari Cauce, described news 
of her death as “awful” while 
adding that Ms Eygi had 
had a “positive in� uence” on 
other students.
Ms Eygi was born in Anta-
lya, as reported by Turkish 
media.
In a statement, the Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) said: 
“During Israeli security 
forces activity adjacent to 
the area of Beita, the forces 
responded with � re toward 
a main instigator of violent 
activity who hurled rocks at 
the forces and posed a threat 
to them.
“� e IDF is looking into re-
ports that a foreign national 
was killed as a result of shots 
� red in the area. � e details 
of the incident and the cir-
cumstances in which she 
was hit are under review.”
In his interview with the 
BBC, Jonathan Pollak was 
asked about the IDF’s state-
ment, where the Israeli mili-
tary said security forces had 

responded to stone-throw-
ing.
Mr Pollak said there had 
been clashes but he felt that 
soldiers had been “under no 
threat”.
� ere had been “no stone 
throwing” where she had 
been, he said.
Israeli forces withdrew from 
Jenin city and its refugee 
camp in the occupied West 
Bank on Friday, following 
a major nine-day operation 
there.
� e Palestinian health min-
istry says at least 36 Pal-
estinians were killed – 21 
from Jenin governorate – in 
that time. Most of the dead 
have been claimed by armed 
groups as members, but the 
ministry says children are 
also among those killed.
In the past 50 years, Isra-
el has built settlements in 
the West Bank and East Je-
rusalem, where more than 
700,000 Jews now live.
Settlements are held to be 
illegal under internation-
al law – that is the position 
of the UN Security Council 
and the UK government, 
among others – although Is-
rael rejects this.

Worth
Noting:

• Footage from the 
scene shortly a� er the 
shooting shows medics 
rushing Ms Eygi into an 
ambulance.
• Jewish-Israeli 
activist Jonathan Pollak, 
who was at the protest, 
told BBC World Service’s 
Newshour programme he 
had seen “soldiers on the 
roo� op aiming”.
• He said he had 
heard two separate shots, 
“with like a second or two 
distance between them”.
• “I heard someone 
calling my name, saying 
in English, ‘Help us. We 
need help. We need help.” 
I ran towards them,” he 
said.
• He said he had 
then seen Ms Eygi “lying 
on the ground underneath 
an olive tree, bleeding to 
death from her head”.
• “I put my hand 
behind her back to try 
and stop the bleeding,” he 
said. “I looked up, there 
was a clear line of sight 
between the soldiers and 
where we were. I took her 
pulse, and it was very, 
very weak.”

Aysenur Ezgi Eygi was taking part in a protest against Jewish settlement expansion in the town of Beita, in the occupied West Bank

By: BBC
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Is Whale Watching in Your Bucket List � is Year?
� is annual event is not just a marvel of nature but also a testament to Kenya’s growing attraction in the 
global tourism arena. 

Kenya’s reputation as a 
prime tourist destination 
is o� en synonymous with 
its savannahs, packed with 
the “Big Five” and the ma-
jestic sights of the Great 
Migration. However, a less-
er-known but equally cap-
tivating spectacle has been 
transforming the coastal 
town of Watamu into a bur-
geoning tourist hotspot: the 
humpback whale migration. 
� is annual event is not just 
a marvel of nature but also a 
testament to Kenya’s grow-
ing attraction in the global 
tourism arena. 
Watamu, located on the 
Kenyan coast, has long been 
celebrated for its pristine 
beaches and vibrant marine 
life. Yet, the arrival of hump-
back whales, which migrate 
through these waters from 
June to October, has intro-
duced a new dimension to 
the region’s tourism land-
scape. 
� ese majestic creatures, 
which can reach an adult 
length of up to 17 meters 
long and weigh as much 
as 40,000 kilograms, bring 
with them a sense of awe 
and wonder that is both ex-
hilarating and humbling for 
onlookers. 
� e whale migration in 
Watamu is part of a larger 
annual migration pattern 
that sees humpback whales’ 
journey from their feeding 
grounds in the cold wa-
ters of the Antarctic to the 
warmer, inshore protected 
waters of the Indian Ocean 
for breeding and calving. 
Local � shermen started 
combining � shing trips with 
whale and dolphin watching 
back in 2011, and Heming-
ways Watamu became one 
of the � rst hotels along the 
coast to o� er whale-watch-
ing excursions, working 
with and supporting Wat-
amu Marine Association’s 
� agship protection program, 
Kenya Marine Mammal Re-
search and Conservation 
(KMMREC) 
Watamu, with its clear blue 
waters and relatively calm 
seas, o� ers an ideal setting 
for these magni� cent ani-
mals to give birth and care 
for their young. � is makes 
it a prime location for whale 
watching, an experience 
that attracts tourists from 
around the world seeking to 
witness these gentle giants 
in their natural habitat in a 
responsible manner. 
� e impact of the whale mi-
gration on Kenyan tourism 
cannot be overstated. First-
ly, it has introduced a fresh 

and unique o� ering to the 
country’s tourism portfolio. 
While Kenya’s safaris are 
renowned, the opportunity 
to observe the magni� cence 
of humpback whales as part 
of the “Marine Big Five” ex-
perience, with dolphins, sea 
turtles, whale sharks and 
bill� sh, provides a di� er-
ent kind of adventure—one 
that combines marine biol-
ogy and conservation with 
thrilling travel experiences. 
� is diversi� cation is cru-
cial for maintaining Ken-
ya’s competitive edge in the 
global tourism market. 
Moreover, whale watching 
in Watamu supports the lo-
cal economy in signi� cant 
ways. � e tourism activity 
spurs demand for a variety 
of services, from boat tours 
and professional conserva-
tionist guides to hospitality 
and local cra� s. For many 
communities around Wat-
amu, this translates into 
job creation and business 
opportunities, thereby im-
proving the quality of life for 
local residents. It also fosters 
a greater appreciation for 
marine conservation among 
the local population, which 
is crucial for preserving the 
delicate marine ecosystems 
that support whale migra-

tion.
Environmental sustainabili-
ty is another vital aspect of 
this growing tourism sector. 
� e whale migration high-
lights the importance of 
KMMREC’s marine mam-
mal conservation e� orts, 
leading to increased aware-
ness and funding for the 
protection of oceanic habi-
tats. 
� rough Hemingways’ and 
KMMREC’s initiatives local 
organizations and tour op-
erators are increasingly in-
vesting in eco-friendly prac-
tices, ensuring that whale 
watching remains a sustain-
able activity that does not 
disrupt the whales’ natural 
behaviours or their habitats. 
� is commitment to conser-
vation not only helps protect 
the whales but also ensures 
that future generations can 
enjoy this breathtaking phe-
nomenon. 
However, the rise in tourism 
also brings challenges that 
need to be addressed. � e 
delicate balance between 
providing a memorable 
tourist experience and pro-
tecting the natural environ-
ment is crucial. 
If not managed properly, 
and as we have unfortu-
nately witnessed in some of 

Kenya’s other wildlife parks, 
over-tourism can lead to 
disruptions in natural an-
imal behaviour and stress 
on their populations. � ere-
fore, responsible tourism 
practices must be upheld, 
including regulated boat 
distances, limited numbers 
of boats per whale sighting, 
and strict guidelines to min-
imize human impact on ma-
rine life. 
To mitigate these challenges, 
collaboration between local 
authorities, conservation-
ists, and the tourism indus-
try is essential. Developing 
a comprehensive manage-
ment plan that includes 
monitoring whale popu-
lations, educating tourists 
about responsible behaviour, 
and investing in conserva-
tion programs will be key to 
sustaining the positive im-
pact of the whale migration 
on Watamu’s tourism. 
� e whale migration in 
Watamu not only represents 
an exciting tourism draw; 
it also symbolizes Kenya’s 
potential to innovate and 
diversify its tourism of-
ferings. By embracing and 
promoting such unique nat-
ural phenomena, Kenya can 
enhance its global appeal 
while fostering sustainable 

practices that protect its rich 
biodiversity. 
As the world increasingly 
values authentic and sus-
tainable travel experiences, 
Watamu’s whale migra-
tion stands as a beacon of 
what the future of tourism 
can look like—a blend of 
awe-inspiring nature, eco-
nomic opportunity, and en-
vironmental stewardship. 
In conclusion, the hump-
back whale migration in 
Watamu is a great addition 
to Kenya’s tourism land-
scape. It enriches the coun-
try’s appeal by o� ering an 
extraordinary encounter 
with nature while contribut-
ing to local economies and 
conservation e� orts. 
As more tourists witness this 
incredible journey annual-
ly, it is important that both 
visitors and industry stake-
holders commit to preserv-
ing the delicate balance that 
makes such natural wonders 
possible. In doing so, Kenya 
not only celebrates its nat-
ural heritage but also sets a 
global standard for respon-
sible and enriching tourism.

Author: CEO Hemingways 
Group, Ross Evans 

Worth
Noting:

• Watamu, with 
its clear blue waters and 
relatively calm seas, o� ers 
an ideal setting for these 
magni� cent animals to 
give birth and care for 
their young. � is makes it 
a prime location for whale 
watching, an experience 
that attracts tourists from 
around the world seeking 
to witness these gentle 
giants in their natural 
habitat in a responsible 
manner. 
• � e impact of 
the whale migration on 
Kenyan tourism cannot 
be overstated. Firstly, it 
has introduced a fresh 
and unique o� ering to the 
country’s tourism portfo-
lio. While Kenya’s safaris 
are renowned, the oppor-
tunity to observe the mag-
ni� cence of humpback 
whales as part of the “Ma-
rine Big Five” experience, 
with dolphins, sea turtles, 
whale sharks and bill� sh, 
provides a di� erent kind 
of adventure—one that 
combines marine biology 
and conservation with 
thrilling travel experienc-
es. � is diversi� cation is 
crucial for maintaining 
Kenya’s competitive edge 
in the global tourism 
market. 

CEO Hemingways Group, Ross Evans 

By: Ross Evans 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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of Mir Nihal’s family sym-
bolizes the broader decline 
of Delhi, with the family’s 
fortunes mirroring the city’s 
downfall.
Another masterpiece, Raja 
Rao’s novel Kanthapura, ex-
plores the theme of external 
oppression. Like Ahmed 
Ali, Rao addresses common 
South Asian issues such as 
caste, race, and the struggle 
against colonial rule. While 
it challenges certain clichés, 
its patterns and themat-
ic concerns resonate with 
those of African and Irish 
writers who were equally 
critical of external forces. 
Similarly, G.V. Desani’s novel 
All About H. Hatterr is rich 
with the theme of change. 
It challenges external forces 
in an e� ort to preserve the 
richness, uniqueness, and 
purity of Indian culture. � e 
novel is infused with Indian 
mythology, o� ering glimps-
es into India’s deep-rooted 
history and mystique.
In a similar vein, Chinua 
Achebe’s � ings Fall Apart 
juxtaposes the richness and 
darkness of Nigerian cul-
ture. Just as Delhi represents 
Asia in Twilight in Delhi, 
Umuo� a, a village of the 
Igbo people, represents Ni-
geria in � ings Fall Apart. 

Ali’s critical and poetic ap-
proach captures the essence 
and beauty of Indian culture 
in the early part of the nov-
el, while Achebe dramatizes 
the unique and pure essence 
of Igbo culture in the village 
of Umuo� a. Both novels end 
on a tragic note: in Twilight 
in Delhi, we witness the 
downfall of Nihal’s family, 
and in � ings Fall Apart, 
we observe the tragic fate 
of Okonkwo, the renowned 
warrior and wrestler who 
meets his demise in Umu-
o� a. Both authors focus on 
the commonality of culture 
and the intrusion of colo-
nizers. In both novels, col-
onizers, o� en disguised as 
missionaries, impose their 
will and disrupt indigenous 
cultures. � eir motives were 
frequently concealed as they 
exploited Asia and Africa, 
akin to white-collar crimi-
nals, suppressing and silenc-
ing opposing voices.
Nigeria is central to Africa 
in Achebe’s work. He initial-
ly portrays the richness of 
African culture through its 
folklore, dance, traditional 
ceremonies, and social prac-
tices. � e town is depicted as 
a paradise before the arrival 
of colonizers. Once the col-
onizers arrive, they change 

everything except their own 
physicality and nationality, 
leaving deep, lasting impacts 
on the indigenous culture. 
Achebe’s title re� ects this 
disruption, as the “center” 
of Igbo society crumbles 
and fragments. � e novel il-
lustrates the loss of cultural 
roots and the resulting sense 
of dislocation experienced 
by the Nigerian people.
Waiyaki, another reb-
el against the Occident, is 
the true representation of 
Kikuyu society and is the 
central character in Ngũgĩ 
wa � iong’o’s � e Riv-
er Between. Set in Kenya, 
the novel also showcases 
Ngũgĩ’s struggle and rad-
icalism through Waiyaki. 
He serves as a mouthpiece 
for Ngũgĩ’s ideas. Waiyaki 
stands against the colonizers 
in Kenya, much like Okonk-
wo in � ings Fall Apart and 
Mir Nihal in Twilight in 
Delhi resist colonial forc-
es. Waiyaki deeply values 
his culture and traditions 
and is driven by a mission 
he believes he must accom-
plish, which aligns with his 
father’s wishes.� is process 
began with the arrival of co-
lonial powers and was later 
articulated by scholars like 
Ngũgĩ wa � iong’o, who cri-

tiqued the impact of English 
as a colonial language on na-
tive literatures.Both South 
Asian and African cultures, 
as depicted in these works, 
undergo transformations 
into multilingual and multi-
cultural landscapes.
� e a� ershocks of colonial-
ism are not limited to Afri-
ca and Asia. Australia, once 
perceived as a land of barba-
rism and savagery, was sim-
ilarly a� ected. � e British 
o� en sent their prisoners to 
Australia, as exempli� ed by 
Abel Magwitch, a character 
in Charles Dickens’s Great 
Expectations, who is trans-
ported to Australia as part 
of his punishment.
Ireland also faced similar 
consequences as a colony of 
England. Seamus Heaney’s 
works, such as Casting and 
Gathering and Toome Road, 
explore themes of fear, hor-
ror, terror, and a sense of 
loss and identity. � ese 
works re� ect that the impact 
of colonialism is not con-
� ned to speci� c regions but 
is a global phenomenon. It 
is clear that Irish literature, 
African literature, and South 
Asian literature share com-
mon themes and concerns, 
such as race, subjugation, 
slavery, and authority. Irish 
playwright Brian Friel, like 
his counterparts, is critical 
of the intrusion of non-na-
tives and non-Irish elements 
into Ireland. His work o� en 
castigates the way such in-
trusions disrupt Irish iden-
tity and cultural integrity, as 
re� ected in the transforma-
tion of traditional forms.
Brian Friel’s play Transla-
tions deals with the com-
plexities and con� icting 
discourse of colonialism. 
On one hand, the coloniz-
ers are eradicating the Irish 
Gaelic language, while on 
the other, they are re� ning 
the education system and 
upgrading Ireland’s infra-
structure. � e older gener-
ation is anxious about these 
changes, while the younger 
generation celebrates them. 
� e theme of change is cen-
tral to this discourse. Most 
intellectuals are critical of 
these changes—they do not 
embrace them willingly but 
are forced to accept them. 
� e prominent � gures of the 
time are hesitant to welcome 
these transformations.
Friel’s Translations delve 
deeper into the puzzling 
discourse of colonialism. 
While the intruders uproot 
the Irish Gaelic language, 
they also re� ne the educa-
tion system and upgrade 
Ireland’s infrastructure. � e 

older generation worries 
about these changes, while 
the younger generation em-
braces them. � e concept 
of change remains central 
to this discourse. Most in-
tellectuals are critical of the 
changes—they do not accept 
them willingly but are com-
pelled to adapt. � e reluc-
tance of prominent � gures 
to embrace these transfor-
mations illustrates a broader 
hesitation toward colonial 
impositions.
In this context, writers like 
Ahmed Ali, Chinua Ache-
be, Ngũgĩ wa � iong’o, and 
Brian Friel share common 
ground as critics of colonial-
ism. � is re� ects how South 
Asian, Irish, and African 
literatures highlight similar 
challenges and circumstanc-
es faced during and a� er 
colonial rule. � ese works 
collectively demonstrate 
that South Asian, Irish, and 
African literatures address 
the common struggles expe-
rienced during the colonial 
and post-colonial eras.
Writers like Ahmed Ali, 
Chinua Achebe, Ngũgĩ wa 
� iong’o, and Brian Friel 
share this common ground 
in their critique of colo-
nialism. � is demonstrates 
that South Asian, Irish, and 
African literatures empha-
size similar experiences and 
challenges in the face of 
post-colonialism. 
� us, it is evident that vari-
ous schools of thought with-
in Anglophone literature are 
united in their examination 
of external intrusion. Au-
thors such as Ahmed Ali, 
Chinua Achebe, Brian Fri-
el, Ngũgĩ wa � iong’o, and 
Seamus Heaney address 
these themes from unique 
perspectives, highlighting 
the pervasive and enduring 
e� ects of colonialism. � eir 
works underscore the criti-
cal issues faced by post-co-
lonial societies and the con-
tinued relevance of these 
themes in contemporary 
literature.

Muhammad Adnan Gujjar
� e writer is a full-time lec-
turer in the Department of 
English Language and Lit-
erature at the University of 
Chenab, Gujrat, and is cur-
rently working on the third 
edition of the literary maga-
zine � e Wordsmith 
E-Magazine.
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Worth
Noting:

• Nigeria is central 
to Africa in Achebe’s work. 
He initially portrays the 
richness of African culture 
through its folklore, dance, 
traditional ceremonies, and 
social practices. � e town is 
depicted as a paradise before 
the arrival of colonizers. 
Once the colonizers arrive, 
they change everything 
except their own physical-
ity and nationality, leaving 
deep, lasting impacts on the 
indigenous culture. Achebe’s 
title re� ects this disruption, 
as the “center” of Igbo soci-
ety crumbles and fragments. 
� e novel illustrates the loss 
of cultural roots and the re-
sulting sense of dislocation 
experienced by the Nigerian 
people.
• Waiyaki, another 
rebel against the Occident, 
is the true representation 
of Kikuyu society and is the 
central character in Ngũgĩ 
wa � iong’o’s � e River 
Between. Set in Kenya, the 
novel also showcases Ngũgĩ’s 
struggle and radicalism 
through Waiyaki. He serves 
as a mouthpiece for Ngũgĩ’s 
ideas.

Ngũgĩ wa � iong’o’s � e River Between

By: Muhammad Adnan Gujjar
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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World Insights: China, Africa on modernization 
journey together

CHINA

As an African proverb goes, “a friend 
is someone you share the path with.” 
In the shared pursuit of moderniza-
tion of the Global South, China and 
Africa have stood together as com-
panions over the years. 
� emed “Joining Hands to Ad-
vance Modernization and Build a 
High-Level China-Africa Commu-
nity with a Shared Future,” the 2024 
Summit of the Forum on China-Af-
rica Cooperation (FOCAC), which 
attracted over 50 African leaders, 
highlighted the common pursuit of 
China and African countries in real-
izing modernization. 
MONUMENT OF FRIENDSHIP 
� e China-Africa community with 
a shared future is deeply rooted in 
the traditional friendship between 
the two sides. During the 1970s, a 
pivotal period for the economic de-
velopment of Tanzania and Zambia, 
some 50,000 Chinese workers and 
engineers came to help construct 
the Tanzania-Zambia Railway. In 
the past � ve decades, 70 Chinese 
engineers, technicians, and work-
ers lost their lives in railway con-
struction, technical cooperation, 
and other projects in Tanzania. To 
honor their contributions, a monu-
ment has been erected at the Gongo 
la Mboto cemetery in Tanzania. � e 
1,860-km-long railway serves as a 
reminder of the longstanding rela-
tionship between China and Africa. 
As time passes by, the China-Afri-
ca friendship remains robust and 
grows stronger no matter how the 
world changes. 
Issa Fatimoh Abiola, Nigeria’s � rst 
female train driver, has worked 
with China Railway Construction 
Corporation (CRCC) for 16 years. 
Re� ecting on Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s keynote speech on mod-
ernization at the opening ceremony 
of the 2024 FOCAC Summit, she 
recalled CRCC’s signi� cant con-
tributions to Nigeria’s moderniza-
tion. “� e CRCC has been deeply 
involved in Nigeria for 43 years, 
contributing tremendously to the 
country’s transportation and infra-
structure modernization,” Abiola 
said. “Since joining the company in 
2008, I have witnessed the success-
ful implementation of numerous 
landmark projects, including the 
Lekki Free Trade Zone, Abuja-Ka-
duna Railway, Lagos-Ibadan Rail-
way, Abuja Light Rail, Lagos Blue 
Line, as well as ‘small and beautiful’ 
livelihood projects that directly ben-
e� t people’s livelihoods.” 
Victoriah Mukiri, the legal adviser 
for China Railway No.10 Engineer-
ing Group Co., Ltd, has worked with 
the company for 17 years. Touched 
by Xi’s remarks on “jointly advance 
modernization that is open and win-
win,” Mukiri noted how her compa-
ny expanded from a few projects to 
multiple regional ventures in Ken-

ya, ranging from highways to mu-
nicipal, housing, and mining con-
struction. � e company has trained 
batches of technicians, created thou-
sands of jobs, and signi� cantly im-
proved Kenya’s infrastructure. 
As President Denis Sassou Nguesso 
of the Republic of Congo said at the 
opening ceremony of the 2024 Sum-
mit of the FOCAC, “China remains 
an all-time friend.” He added that 
Africa and China are drawing closer 
through shared history, values and 
solidarity, and their joint modern-
ization e� orts re� ect a mutual com-
mitment to prosperity and peace. 

TWO-WAY EFFORTS 
“We have together built roads, rail-
ways, schools, hospitals, industrial 
parks, and special economic zones. 
� ese projects have changed the 
lives and destiny of many people,” 
Xi said at a welcome banquet held 
at the Great Hall of the People for 
summit attendees Wednesday, not-
ing that the China-Africa commu-
nity with a shared future thrives on 
the strength of win-win coopera-
tion. � is cooperation is driven by 
development projects with Chinese 
companies playing an increasing 
role in bolstering Africa’s industrial-
ization. One notable example is the 
Sapphire Float Glass Factory in Tan-
zania’s coastal region, which serves 
both the local market and exports to 
six other African countries. With a 
designed production capacity of ap-
proximately 700 tonnes per day, the 
factory has created 1,012 direct jobs 
for locals and 3,857 indirect jobs 
since its inauguration in September 
2023. Once fully operational, it is 
expected to provide 1,650 direct and 
6,000 indirect jobs.
 “China’s imprints are evident and 
vivid in infrastructure improve-
ment, rapid industrialization and all 
progress in small and medium-sized 
enterprises in our countries,” Tanza-
nian President Samia Suluhu Has-
san said at the opening ceremony on 
� ursday. “Our presence here today 
re� ects the solidarity and commit-
ment to building a shared future of 
progress and prosperity,” she said, 

calling on African countries to work 
with China towards fruitful so-
cio-economic innovations and de-
velopment. 
In Botswana, Chinese � rms are 
playing a key role in the country’s 
green energy transition. In Au-
gust, Botswana Power Corporation 
signed a power purchase agreement 
with Sinotswana Green Energy, a 
consortium of Chinese and Botswa-
na companies, to o�  cially launch 
the nation’s � rst 100 MW solar pho-
tovoltaic power plant. � e project, 
expected to begin operations by the 
end of 2025, has been hailed a “key 
milestone” in the country’s energy 
transition. 
Driven by the Plan for China Sup-
porting Africa’s Agricultural Mod-
ernization, China-Africa agricultur-
al cooperation has also � ourished, 
yielding notable results in technical 
assistance and training for agricul-
tural experts, the transfer of ad-
vanced technologies, the establish-
ment of agricultural parks, and the 
promotion of farming projects for 
Juncao and hybrid rice. � is cooper-
ation has advanced Africa’s agricul-
tural modernization. “Agricultural 
modernization ensures high-level 
productivity. It reduces the risk of 
disease and lowers the cost of pro-
duction. � at’s the way African 
countries should go,” said Nabwera 
Daraja Nabii, a member of the Na-
tional Assembly of Kenya. 
China has shared its expertise in 
Juncao technology and hybrid rice 
cultivation, training over 14,000 
people and introducing these tech-
niques to many countries, bene� t-
ing millions of farmers. Dozens of 
countries across the globe have en-
gaged in research and demonstra-
tion planting of hybrid rice, with 
nearly 8 million hectares planted 
abroad annually. 
Over the past decade, China has es-
tablished 24 agricultural technology 
demonstration centers in Africa and 
introduced more than 300 advanced 
agricultural technologies, increasing 
local crop yields by an average of 30 
to 60 percent and bene� ting over 
1 million farmers across the conti-

nent. “We hope that China can work 
very closely with us so that we can 
feed the world,” said � omas Tayeb-
wa, Ugandan Deputy Speaker of the 
Parliament. “Africa can be the food 
basket for the rest of the world.” 
Talent development is also vital for 
both China and Africa as they work 
to improve their economies and 
livelihoods, making educational 
collaboration a cornerstone of Chi-
na-Africa relations. 
China has established 17 Luban 
Workshops in 15 African countries, 
providing training to help young 
African youths secure jobs in Chi-
nese-invested enterprises. Over 
220,000 Africans have been trained 
by China, with tailored programs 
to meet the speci� c needs of each 
country. Under the Plan for Chi-
na-Africa Cooperation on Talent 
Development, China aims to train 
500 principals and vocational teach-
ers, as well as 10,000 technical per-
sonnel with both Chinese language 
and vocational skills for Africa ev-
ery year. � is talent cooperation is 
expanding into sectors like digital 
industries and healthcare, enabling 
more African youths to pursue their 
dreams. 
“Vocational and technical education 
is very important in the 21st cen-
tury. What you can do depends on 
the training that you have, and the 
training that you have depends on 
the kind of institutions you attend,” 
said Prof. Kabiru Bala, Vice-Chan-
cellor of Ahmadu Bello University 
of Nigeria. “Africa is a young con-
tinent because we have a large per-
centage of young people. Our task 
now is to see that these young peo-
ple are empowered in terms of skills 
and competence that can move our 
developments,” said Prof. Olusola 
B. Oyewole, secretary general of the 
Association of African Universities 
of Ghana. 

NO ONE SHOULD BE LEFT BE-
HIND 
“On the path to modernization, no 
one, and no country, should be le�  
behind,” Xi said in his keynote ad-
dress at the opening ceremony of 

the 2024 Summit of the FOCAC. 
� e joint pursuit of modernization 
by China and Africa will set o�  a 
wave of modernization in the Glob-
al South, and open a new chapter in 
the drive for a community with a 
shared future for mankind. “China’s 
partnership with the African con-
tinent is the main pillar of South-
South cooperation,” said United 
Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres while addressing the 2024 
Summit of the FOCAC. “Your joint 
e� orts, based on the United Nations 
Charter, can create a new momen-
tum for African development.”
� e China-Africa partnership can 
“drive the renewable energy revolu-
tion,” and be “a catalyst for key tran-
sitions in food systems and digital 
connectivity,” said Guterres, noting 
that Africa can maximize the poten-
tial of China’s support in areas from 
trade to data management, � nance 
and technology. 
Isaura Diez, a journalist with Cuba’s 
Prensa Latina news agency, covered 
the 2024 Summit of the FOCAC 
in Beijing. She believes that Latin 
America can take China-Africa co-
operation as a “sample,” and that all 
Global South countries should am-
plify their voices together. “� e FO-
CAC Summit shows us what kind 
of collaboration and agreements 
we can establish as a continent with 
China,” Diez said, adding that “rais-
ing China-Africa relations is a mag-
ni� cent precedent for other regions 
of the world such as Latin America 
and the Caribbean. We can work to-
gether despite di� erences based on 
mutual respect, peaceful coexistence 
and non-interference in each other’s 
internal a� airs.” 
� e FOCAC summit aims to build 
consensus on how China and Af-
rican countries can cooperate to 
unlock the potential of industrial-
ization, agricultural modernization 
and youth talent development. As 
long as the 2.8-billion-strong Chi-
nese and African people are united, 
“we will accomplish new and even 
greater feats together on the way to-
ward modernization, spearhead the 
modernization drive of the Global 
South, and make greater contribu-
tions to a community with a shared 
future for mankind,” Xi said on 
Wednesday at the welcome banquet. 
“I am eager to join the movement 
for modernization of the Global 
South. I � rmly believe that when 
we unite and work together, there is 
nothing we cannot accomplish,” said 
Abiola, the � rst female train driver 
of Nigeria. 
She said that through coordinat-
ed development, people can fully 
leverage the vast resources of the 
Global South. “By e� ectively har-
nessing these assets to drive eco-
nomic growth and improve living 
conditions, I am con� dent that the 
future will be � lled with hope and 
opportunity,” she said. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping meets with Kenyan President William Ruto at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, capital of 
China, September 3, 2024. /Xinhua

By: XINHUA
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

..............................................



DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL 
SAT-FRI: Sep 7 - Sep 13, 2024

AD 17

.......................................................................

For All your Advertisement needs
Email: ads@mountkenyatimes.co.ke

diasporaglobalnews@yahoo.com / diasporaglobalnews@gmail.com
FacebooK: https://www.facebook.com/DiasporaGlobal

Twitter: https://twitter.com/DiasporaGlobal1
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/diaspora-global-1a15ab210/

Intagram: @DiasporaGlobal1, TikTok: @DiasporaGlobal
YouTube: Diaspora Global

 A Beautiful Wildlife Haven

Lake Nakuru
National Park 

EXPLORE • EXPERIENCE • CONSERVE
Kenya Wildlife Service www.kws.go.ke



DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL 
SAT-FRI: Sep 7 - Sep 13, 2024

DIASPORA NEWS18

President Xi Jinping un-
veiled on � ursday 10 
partnership actions for 
modernization to deepen 
China-Africa cooperation in 
the next three years, pledg-
ing to back the continent 
with unilateral opening of 
the nation’s market and the 
creation of at least 1 million 
jobs.
Xi put forward an overarch-
ing vision for China and Af-
rica to forge ahead together 
on their paths toward mod-
ernization, while addressing 
the opening ceremony of the 
2024 Summit of the Forum 
on China-Africa Coopera-
tion in Beijing.
He announced a decision 
to give all least-developed 
countries that have diplo-
matic relations with China, 
including 33 countries in 
Africa, zero-tari�  treatment 
for 100 percent tari�  lines, a 
move that makes China the 
� rst major developing coun-
try and the � rst major econ-
omy to take such a step.
He said China will expand 
market access for African 
agricultural products, deep-
en cooperation with Africa 
in e-commerce and other 
areas, and launch a “Chi-
na-Africa quality enhance-
ment program”.
� e Chinese government 
will provide 360 billion yuan 
($50.7 billion) of � nancial 
support to implement these 
actions, with the support 
disbursed as 210 billion 
yuan of credit lines, 80 bil-
lion yuan of assistance in 
various forms and at least 70 
billion yuan of investment 
in Africa by Chinese com-
panies, he added.
� e summit also adopt-
ed the Beijing Declara-
tion on Jointly Building an 
All-Weather China-Africa 

Community with a Shared 
Future for the New Era and 
the FOCAC-Beijing Action 
Plan (2025-27).
“� e China-Africa relation-
ship is now at its best in 
history,” Xi told dignitaries 
from African nations and a 
number of international or-
ganizations.
United Nations Secre-
tary-General Antonio Gu-
terres and heads of state and 
government from 51 coun-
tries, as well as presidential 
representatives from two 
countries, were present at 
the summit’s opening cere-
mony at the Great Hall of 
the People.
Xi proposed that bilateral 
relations between China and 
all African countries that 
have diplomatic ties with 
China be elevated to the lev-
el of strategic relations.
� e overall characterization 
of China-Africa relations, 
he said, will be elevated to 
an all-weather China-Africa 
community with a shared 
future for the new era.
Xi made the case to the 
leaders for the joint pursuit 
of modernization by China 
and Africa, saying that such 
a move will “set o�  a wave of 
modernization in the Glob-
al South, and open a new 
chapter in our drive for a 
community with a shared 
future for mankind”.
He called for joint e� orts in 
advancing modernization 
that is just, equitable, open, 
win-win, people-centered, 
inclusive, eco-friendly and 
underpinned by peace and 
security.
“China is ready to increase 
exchanges of governance 
experience with Africa, 
support all countries in 
exploring modernization 
paths be� tting their national 

conditions, and help ensure 
equal rights and equal op-
portunities for all countries,” 
he said.
To promote mutual learning 
among civilizations, Xi said 
that China is ready to work 
with Africa to build a plat-
form for sharing governance 
experience, a China-Africa 
knowledge network for de-
velopment, and 25 centers 
on China and Africa studies.
As for connectivity, the na-
tion stands ready to carry 
out 30 infrastructure con-
nectivity projects in Africa, 
promote high-quality Belt 
and Road cooperation, and 
put in place a China-Africa 
network featuring land-sea 
links and coordinated devel-
opment.
Regarding the partnership 
action for health, Xi ex-
pressed readiness to estab-
lish with Africa a hospitals 
alliance and joint medical 
centers, send 2,000 medi-
cal personnel to Africa, and 
launch 20 health facility 
and malaria treatment pro-
grams.
� e nation will encourage 
Chinese companies to invest 
in Africa’s pharmaceutical 
production, he added.
� e key steps to promote 
people-to-people exchanges 
include jointly establishing 
an engineering technology 
academy, building 10 Luban 
Workshops and providing 
60,000 training opportu-
nities to Africa, mainly for 
women and young people.
To support partnership 
actions for green develop-
ment, the nation is willing 
to launch 30 clean energy 
projects in Africa, put in 
place meteorological early 
warning systems, and carry 
out cooperation in disaster 
prevention, mitigation and 

relief, as well as biodiversity 
conservation, Xi added.
China will give Africa 1 
billion yuan of grants in 
military assistance, provide 
training for 6,000 military 
personnel and 1,000 police 
and law enforcement o�  -
cers from Africa, and invite 
500 young African military 
o�  cers to visit China, in 
order to bolster the partner-
ship for common security.
Xi’s speech was warmly ap-
plauded by African leaders, 
who expressed excitement 
about China’s support for 
African modernization.
South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa said the 
African leaders welcome 
Xi’s proposal to elevate Chi-
na’s bilateral relations with 
African countries.
“We believe that FOCAC 
can play an important role as 
Africa works to build an in-
tegrated network of linkages 
between countries, within 
regions and across the con-
tinent. We believe that FO-
CAC is a valuable forum to 
support the implementation 
of the African Union’s Agen-
da 2063,” he said.

Bassirou Diomaye Faye, 
president of Senegal, said, 
“� e new practical measures 
just announced by President 
Xi once again showcase his 
� rm commitment to elevate 
China-Africa cooperation to 
a new level.”
“I’m pleased to see that Chi-
na is actively promoting 
greater balance in trade with 
Africa, assisting Africa in 
improving export capacity, 
and facilitating quarantine 
clearance of African exports 
to China,” he said.
Moussa Faki Mahamat, 
chairman of the African 
Union Commission, said 
the measures announced 
by Xi are in alignment with 
Africa’s ongoing e� orts for 
greater productivity and the 
reduction of de� cits.
“I am very happy to see that 
China is willing to vigorous-
ly support the moderniza-
tion of the Global South, in-
cluding Africa, and promote 
innovative development, 
and would like to pay tribute 
to the 10 partnership actions 
proposed by President Xi,” 
he said.

Worth
Noting:

• � e Chinese 
government will provide 
360 billion yuan ($50.7 
billion) of � nancial sup-
port to implement these 
actions, with the support 
disbursed as 210 billion 
yuan of credit lines, 80 
billion yuan of assistance 
in various forms and at 
least 70 billion yuan of 
investment in Africa by 
Chinese companies, he 
added.
• � e summit also 
adopted the Beijing 
Declaration on Jointly 
Building an All-Weather 
China-Africa Community 
with a Shared Future for 
the New Era and the FO-
CAC-Beijing Action Plan 
(2025-27).
• “� e China-Africa 
relationship is now at its 
best in history,” Xi told 
dignitaries from African 
nations and a number of 
international organiza-
tions.
• United Nations 
Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres and heads 
of state and government 
from 51 countries, as well 
as presidential representa-
tives from two countries, 
were present at the sum-
mit’s opening ceremony 
at the Great Hall of the 
People.

President Xi Jinping (center) and foreign leaders stand for a group photo on � ursday during the 2024 Summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation at the 
Great Hall of the People in Beijing. RAO AIMIN/XINHUA

Chinese President Xi Jinping and his wife Peng Liyuan, together with in-
ternational guests attending the 2024 Summit of the Forum on China-Af-
rica Cooperation (FOCAC), enter the venue for a welcome banquet held 
at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, capital of China, Sept. 4, 2024. 
(Xinhua/Liu Bin)(240904) — BEIJING, Sept. 4, 2024 (Xinhua) — Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and his wife Peng Liyuan, together with international 
guests attending the 2024 Summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooper-
ation (FOCAC), enter the venue for a welcome banquet held at the Great 
Hall of the People in Beijing, capital of China, Sept. 4, 2024. (Xinhua/Liu 
Bin)

Diaspora

By: China Daily
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Xi: Jointly advance modernization with Africa
President Xi Jinping unveiled on � ursday 10 partnership actions for modernization to deepen Chi-
na-Africa cooperation in the next three years, pledging to back the continent with unilateral opening of 
the nation’s market and the creation of at least 1 million jobs.
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Kenya’s education system 
continues to produce a sig-
ni� cant number of graduates 
annually, with approximate-
ly 50,000 to 60,000 universi-
ty graduates entering the job 
market each year. � is � g-
ure grows even larger when 
graduates from technical 
and vocational institutions 
are included. However, the 
transition from academia 
to employment remains a 
daunting challenge for many 
young Kenyans, as the coun-
try’s job market grapples 
with issues of unemploy-
ment, underemployment, 
and a signi� cant skills mis-
match. � is article explores 
the various dynamics at play 
in Kenya’s job market and 
how graduates can navigate 
the opportunities and chal-
lenges they encounter.
Youth unemployment is one 
of the most pressing issues 
in Kenya’s labor market. Ac-
cording to recent statistics, 
a large proportion of the 
country’s unemployed pop-
ulation consists of young 
people, particularly those 
between the ages of 18 and 
35. � e in� ux of graduates 
each year exacerbates the 
problem, as the economy 
struggles to create su�  cient 
job opportunities to absorb 
the growing workforce.
� e formal sector, which 
includes public and private 
sector jobs, has not expand-
ed at a pace commensurate 
with the increasing number 
of job seekers. As a result, 
many graduates � nd them-
selves in a prolonged state of 
unemployment or underem-
ployment, where they take 
on jobs that do not match 
their quali� cations or skills. 

� is situation not only leads 
to frustration among the 
youth but also sti� es eco-
nomic productivity as their 
potential remains untapped.
In the absence of adequate 
formal employment oppor-
tunities, many graduates 
turn to the informal sector 
for livelihood. � e informal 
sector, which encompasses 
small businesses, casual la-
bor, and self-employment, 
plays a crucial role in Ken-
ya’s economy. It is estimat-
ed that the informal sector 
employs about 80% of the 
workforce, making it a vital 
component of the country’s 
employment landscape.
However, the informal sec-
tor presents its own set of 
challenges. Jobs in this sec-
tor are o� en characterized 
by low wages, lack of job 
security, and limited access 
to social bene� ts such as 
healthcare and pensions. 
Moreover, the informal sec-
tor is typically associated 
with lower productivity and 
limited opportunities for ca-
reer advancement. For grad-
uates, working in the infor-
mal sector can feel like a 
compromise, as they are un-
able to fully utilize the skills 
and knowledge acquired 
during their education.
One of the critical issues 
contributing to unemploy-
ment and underemploy-
ment among graduates is 
the mismatch between the 
skills acquired in educa-
tional institutions and those 
demanded by the job mar-
ket. Many employers report 
di�  culties in � nding candi-
dates with the right techni-
cal and so�  skills, despite the 
large number of graduates 

available.
� is skills mismatch can 
be attributed to several fac-
tors. First, the curriculum 
in many universities and 
colleges may not be ade-
quately aligned with the 
needs of the industry. While 
theoretical knowledge is 
important, there is o� en a 
gap in practical skills and 
hands-on experience that 
employers require. Second, 
the rapid pace of technolog-
ical advancements means 
that some educational pro-
grams may struggle to keep 
up with the latest develop-
ments in various � elds, leav-
ing graduates with outdated 
skills.
To address this issue, there 
is a need for closer collabo-
ration between educational 
institutions and industry 
stakeholders. Universities 
and colleges should work to-
gether with employers to en-
sure that their programs are 
relevant and that students 
are equipped with the skills 
needed in the workforce. 
Additionally, internships, 
apprenticeships, and other 
forms of work-integrated 
learning should be promot-
ed to give students practical 
experience before they grad-
uate.
Given the competitive na-
ture of Kenya’s job mar-
ket, entrepreneurship has 
emerged as a viable alter-
native for many graduates. 
� e government, along with 
various organizations, has 
recognized the potential of 
entrepreneurship as a driv-
er of economic growth and 
job creation. As a result, 
several initiatives have been 
launched to support young 

entrepreneurs, including 
funding, training, and men-
torship programs.
Starting a business allows 
graduates to apply their 
skills and creativity in in-
novative ways, o� en lead-
ing to the development of 
new products and services. 
While entrepreneurship 
comes with its risks, it also 
o� ers the possibility of sig-
ni� cant rewards. For many 
young Kenyans, entrepre-
neurship is not just a means 
of livelihood but also a way 
to contribute to the coun-
try’s economic development.
However, the entrepreneur-
ial journey is not without its 
challenges. Access to capital 
remains a signi� cant barrier 
for many aspiring entrepre-
neurs, as they o� en strug-
gle to secure funding from 
banks and other � nancial 
institutions. Additionally, 
the regulatory environment 
can be complex and bur-
densome, particularly for 
small businesses. To foster 
a thriving entrepreneurial 
ecosystem, it is essential for 
the government to create a 
conducive environment that 
supports startups and small 
businesses.
� e public sector in Kenya 
has traditionally been a ma-
jor employer, o� ering sta-
ble jobs with bene� ts such 
as pensions and healthcare. 
However, in recent years, 
the government has faced 
budgetary constraints and a 
push towards reducing the 
size of the public workforce. 
� is has led to fewer oppor-
tunities for new graduates 
seeking government jobs.
Despite these challenges, 
the public sector remains an 

attractive option for many 
graduates, particularly those 
in � elds such as education, 
healthcare, and public ad-
ministration. Graduate 
trainee programs and in-
ternships in government 
institutions can provide 
valuable experience and a 
pathway to permanent em-
ployment. However, compe-
tition for these positions is 
o� en � erce, requiring grad-
uates to stand out through 
academic excellence, rele-
vant experience, and strong 
networking skills.
While the overall job market 
in Kenya presents challeng-
es, there are emerging sec-
tors that o� er opportunities 
for graduates. � e technol-
ogy sector, in particular, has 
shown signi� cant growth, 
driven by innovations in 
mobile technology, � ntech, 
and digital services. Nairobi, 
o� en referred to as “Silicon 
Savannah,” has become a 
hub for tech startups and in-
novation, attracting both lo-
cal and international talent.
Other sectors, such as re-
newable energy, agribusi-
ness, and � nance, are also 
experiencing growth and 
creating jobs for skilled 
graduates. However, these 
sectors typically require spe-
cialized skills and experi-
ence, which may necessitate 
further training or educa-
tion beyond the undergrad-
uate level.
Kenya’s job market is char-
acterized by both oppor-
tunities and challenges for 
graduates. While the coun-
try’s economy continues to 
grow, the mismatch between 
the supply of graduates and 
the demand for labor re-
mains a signi� cant issue. 
Graduates must be proactive 
in acquiring the skills and 
experience needed to thrive 
in a competitive job market. 
At the same time, there is a 
need for continued e� orts 
by the government, educa-
tional institutions, and the 
private sector to create an 
environment that fosters job 
creation, skills development, 
and entrepreneurship. By 
addressing these challenges, 
Kenya can unlock the poten-
tial of its young workforce 
and drive sustainable eco-
nomic growth.

Kamomonti teaches English 
and Literature in Gatun-
du North Sub County. He 
is the author of “Maintain-
ing Healthy Boundaries in 
Schools.”

Worth
Noting:

• In the absence of 
adequate formal employ-
ment opportunities, many 
graduates turn to the 
informal sector for liveli-
hood. � e informal sector, 
which encompasses small 
businesses, casual labor, 
and self-employment, 
plays a crucial role in 
Kenya’s economy. It is es-
timated that the informal 
sector employs about 80% 
of the workforce, making 
it a vital component of 
the country’s employment 
landscape.
• However, the 
informal sector presents 
its own set of challenges. 
Jobs in this sector are 
o� en characterized by 
low wages, lack of job 
security, and limited 
access to social bene� ts 
such as healthcare and 
pensions. Moreover, the 
informal sector is typ-
ically associated with 
lower productivity and 
limited opportunities for 
career advancement. For 
graduates, working in the 
informal sector can feel 
like a compromise, as they 
are unable to fully utilize 
the skills and knowledge 
acquired during their 
education.

High Unemployment

Diaspora
� e University Curriculum And � e Labour 
Market Have Skills Mismatch � us Contributing 
To High Unemployment 
By: Kamomonti Wa Kiambati 
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� e M23 rebel group has ac-
cused the Congolese armed 
forces (FARDC) and allied 
troops of “deliberately vio-
lating” the cease� re agree-
ment in the ongoing con� ict 
in the eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC). 
In a statement on Wednes-
day, M23 Spokesperson 
Lawrence Kanyuka claimed 
Kinshasa-backed rebels 
including the Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation 
of Rwanda (FDLR) and the 
Wazalendo militias were 
breaching the cease� re “de-
liberately”. 
Kanyuka also implicated 
peacekeeping troops, in-
cluding the National De-
fense Forces of Burundi, the 
Southern African Develop-
ment Community (SADC) 
forces, and the United Na-
tions Organization Sta-
bilization Mission in the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (MONUSCO), in the 
said violations. 
He called on the interna-
tional community to inter-
vene, stating that Kinshasa’s 
actions threaten ongoing 
peace e� orts. 

“� e Alliance Fleuve Con-
go (AFC) calls on regional 
leaders and international 
partners, whose e� orts to 
resolve the con� ict in East-
ern DRC are increasingly 
jeopardized by this latest de-
liberate cease� re violation,” 
Kanyuka said. 
� e M23 also accused the 
FDLR of kidnapping a Ken-
yan woman truck driver on 
August 27, in violation of 
the cease� re. 

Abducted Kenyan woman
Kanyuka identi� ed the 
woman as Frolence Wanza 
Munyao, 45, from Macha-
kos. He said rebels abducted 
her at noon in Kiseguro. 
Nairobi has yet to issue a 
statement regarding the al-
leged abduction. 
Furthermore, the M23 
blamed the FDLR for con-
tinuing to disrupt local ag-
ricultural activities through 
kidnappings and looting.
Kanyuka rea�  rmed the 
commitment of the AFC to 
defend their rights against 
what he described as “ter-
rorist acts”. 
“Our organization stands 

with our compatriots and 
reiterates its commitment 
to protecting them and de-
fending their rights against 
these terrorist acts,” he stat-
ed. 

Angola-brokered deal
DRC and Rwanda signed 
the latest cease� re, brokered 
by Angola, on July 30. 
However, both sides have 
continued to accuse each 
other of undermining peace 
e� orts. 
In February, Rwandan Pres-
ident Paul Kagame demand-
ed the demobilization and 
repatriation of the DRC-
backed FDLR as a condition 
for de-escalating the con� ict 
with Kinshasa. 
� e demand followed calls 
from the United States for 
Rwanda to withdraw its 
troops from the DRC and 
remove its surface-to-air 
missile systems, citing con-
cerns over civilian safety 
and commercial � ight oper-
ations in eastern DRC. 
President Kagame has re-
mained � rm, stating that 
DRC’s support for the FDLR 
“is a matter of state policy, 

not the choice of individual 
actors.” 
He emphasized that end-
ing Congolese state support 
for the FDLR and ensuring 
their demobilization and 
repatriation to Rwanda are 
non-negotiable require-
ments for protecting Rwan-
da’s territorial integrity. 

Tensions at peak
Tensions between Kigali and 
Kinshasa hit the peak a� er 
Kagame criticized President 
Felix Tshisekedi on August 
11 for allegedly failing to ad-
dress the deteriorating secu-
rity situation in the region.
Speaking while assuming 
his fourth term in o�  ce on 
August 11, Kagame termed 
Kinshasa an impediment to 
peace e� orts. 
“Peace in the region is a 
priority for Rwanda. Yet it 
has been lacking, particu-
larly in Eastern DRC. But 
peace can’t be delivered by 
anyone, from anywhere, no 
matter how powerful, when 
the party directly concerned 
does not do what is needed,” 
Kagame said in a veiled at-
tack at President Tsishekedi. 

Kagame stressed that with-
out Kinshasa’s cooperation, 
“sincere mediation e� orts 
by the mandated regional 
leaders cannot work as in-
tended.” 
He was referring to regional 
peace initiatives, including 
the EAC-led Nairobi Pro-
cess and the Angola-led Lu-
anda Process, spearheaded 
by former Kenyan President 
Uhuru Kenyatta and Ango-
la’s President Joao Lourenco. 
� e con� ict in DRC has dis-
placed at least 7.4 million 
people including 2.8 million 
in North Kivu alone accord-
ing to UN estimates with the 
numbers expected to rise. 

Worth
Noting:

• In February, 
Rwandan President 
Paul Kagame demanded 
the demobilization and 
repatriation of the DRC-
backed FDLR as a condi-
tion for de-escalating the 
con� ict with Kinshasa. 
• � e demand fol-
lowed calls from the Unit-
ed States for Rwanda to 
withdraw its troops from 
the DRC and remove its 
surface-to-air missile sys-
tems, citing concerns over 
civilian safety and com-
mercial � ight operations 
in eastern DRC. 
• President Kagame 
has remained � rm, stating 
that DRC’s support for 
the FDLR “is a matter of 
state policy, not the choice 
of individual actors.” 
• He emphasized 
that ending Congolese 
state support for the 
FDLR and ensuring 
their demobilization and 
repatriation to Rwanda 
are non-negotiable re-
quirements for protecting 
Rwanda’s territorial integ-
rity. 

Uganda withdraws troops and Ugandan-owned equipment from DRC on December 14, 2023/EACRF

Diaspora
M23 claims deliberate cease� re violations by 
Kinshasa-backed forces
� e M23 rebel group has accused the Congolese armed forces (FARDC) and allied troops of “deliberately 
violating” the cease� re agreement in the ongoing con� ict in the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC). 
By: BRUHAN MAKONG.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

..............................................



DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL 
SAT-FRI: Sep 7 - Sep 13, 2024 NEWS22

When Benard Mungai start-
ed his shoe business in Nai-
robi, Kenya, back in 2015, 
he could only trade in sec-
ondhand shoes in the city’s 
Gikomba open air market. 
However, as his business 
grew over the years, he man-
aged to open his � rst shop in 
2018 and needed to upgrade 
his stock to new shoes for 
his customers. A� er various 
endeavors to secure a reli-
able supply of merchandise, 
he came across Kilimall, a 
local e-commerce platform. 
“It was recommended by 
my fellow traders. From this 
website, I can order goods 
from any country in Asia, 
Europe or the Americas and 
many other places across the 
globe which do not ship to 
Kenya. Most importantly, 
their turnaround is fast,” 
Mungai said. 
Taking advantage of the 
e-commerce platform, Mun-
gai has earned his clients’ 
trust for delivering genuine 
sneakers, sports jerseys and 
other items because he gets 
his supplies from the source 
through the online hub, 
which sources them directly 
from prequali� ed merchants 
and delivers directly to him. 
Kilimall, which was found-
ed by Yang Tao, a former 

employee of a Chinese tech 
� rm’s branch in Kenya in 
2014, has so far grown to be 
a leading e-commerce plat-
form in Kenya, attracting 
more than 10 million regis-
tered users and an average 
of over 1 million monthly 
visitors. 
� e popularity of e-com-
merce has transformed busi-
ness models in the East Af-
rican country and brought 
great convenience to the 
lives of locals. In Nairobi, 
online shopping and food 
delivery are as popular and 
swi�  as in China. 
Kilimall’s senior marketing 
supervisor Dickson Nganga 
said that the platform o� ers 
services that provide more 
variety and convenience for 
shoppers, especially those in 
businesses, by saving them 
the cost and trouble of trav-
eling to far-away markets. 

Third-largest market 
Nganga pointed out that 
there is increasing demand 
for numerous products from 
di� erent global markets, and 
through online shopping 
they hope to tap into the 
growing demand for global 
products from East Afri-
ca’s bulging middle-income 
group. 

German data and business 
intelligence platform Statista 
estimates that last year Ken-
ya grew to be the third-larg-
est e-commerce market in 
Africa, driven by the in-
crease in internet penetra-
tion, making it an attractive 
investment market. Kenya, 
whose e-commerce revenue 
is expected to have a posi-
tive annual average growth 
of 16 percent by 2025, is 
ranked third in the conti-
nent’s e-commerce market 
penetration behind Egypt 
and South Africa. 
Following the success of 
Kilimall, the local e-com-
merce sector also sprang 
up in Kenya in recent years. 
Before 2014, the dominant 
players in Kenya’s e-com-
merce sector included glob-
al online malls such as the 
United States-based Am-
azon, which o� ered free 
shipping for items, but they 
would take about a month to 
arrive. � ey also did not ship 
high-value items such as de-
signer watches or gold-plat-
ed jewelry to certain zones, 
thus failing to attract higher 
spenders.
� e successful entry of Kili-
mall into the Kenyan e-com-
merce space in 2014 led to 
the birth of more players in 

the industry with platforms 
like Germany-based Jumia, 
Spain’s Glovo, Nigeria-based 
Jiji and Kenya’s own Masoko. 
� is expansion has creat-
ed many opportunities for 
locals, with the number of 
users expected to exceed 12 
million this year, accounting 
for nearly a quarter of Ken-
ya’s total population. 
Liao Zhengrong, Kilimall’s 
brand director, recently told 
Xinhua News Agency that 
under the Forum on Chi-
na-Africa Cooperation, a 
key platform for bilateral 
cooperation, Kilimall has 
received great support and 
grown rapidly. Digital tech-
nology is also an important 
area of China-Africa coop-
eration stressed during the 
8th ministerial meeting of 
the FOCAC, held in Senegal 
in 2021. 

Cross-border platforms
� rough this digital cooper-
ation, other Chinese e-com-
merce giants such as Aliba-
ba, Pinduoduo and JD have 
also launched cross-bor-
der platforms, which have 
helped in expanding Africa’s 
digital space. 
Nganga said that owing 
to the rising numbers of 
tech-savvy youth who are 

acquiring global tastes in the 
region, e-commerce plat-
form Kilimall plans to scale 
its operations beyond Kenya 
into the wider East African 
region. 
“From last year we started 
going to wider East Africa, 
starting with Tanzania. � is 
will be a great opportunity 
for our sellers to ship prod-
ucts across the continent,” 
Nganga said. 
Mungai, whose footwear 
business is now thriving, 
said that he credits the ex-
pansion of the Kenyan 
e-commerce market for 
helping him open two shops 
in Nairobi’s central business 
district. He currently im-
ports an average of 300 pairs 
of shoes per month through 
Kilimall. 
“When I used to sell second-
hand shoes in the open air 
market, I would hear people 
talking about importers and 
exporters and I would think 
it involved big money and 
big ships and many months 
of waiting. Nowadays, I tell 
my friends that I am a mo-
bile importer because all 
I have to do is to order my 
merchandise through my 
phone,” Mungai said. 

Worth
Noting:

• German data and 
business intelligence plat-
form Statista estimates that 
last year Kenya grew to be 
the third-largest e-com-
merce market in Africa, 
driven by the increase 
in internet penetration, 
making it an attractive 
investment market. Kenya, 
whose e-commerce revenue 
is expected to have a positive 
annual average growth of 16 
percent by 2025, is ranked 
third in the continent’s 
e-commerce market pene-
tration behind Egypt and 
South Africa. 
• Following the suc-
cess of Kilimall, the local 
e-commerce sector also 
sprang up in Kenya in recent 
years. Before 2014, the 
dominant players in Kenya’s 
e-commerce sector included 
global online malls such 
as the United States-based 
Amazon, which o� ered free 
shipping for items, but they 
would take about a month 
to arrive. � ey also did 
not ship high-value items 
such as designer watches 
or gold-plated jewelry to 
certain zones, thus failing to 
attract higher spenders.

Employees work at a warehouse of Kilimall in Kenya. LI YAHUI/XINHUA

By: China Daily
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E-commerce widening Africa’s online market

When Benard Mungai started his shoe business in Nairobi, Kenya, back in 2015, he could only trade in 
secondhand shoes in the city’s Gikomba open air market. 
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Kenya and UK Commit to Advancing Disability 
Inclusion at Regional Summit in Nairobi

Africa CDC allocates 2,000 doses of mpox vaccine 
to Uganda

By: Contributor

� e UK government joined Ken-
ya at the regional disability sum-
mit held in Nairobi, focused on the 
theme “Persons with Disabilities in a 
Post-Pandemic World.” 
Organized in collaboration with the 
African Disability Forum (ADF), 
the forum aimed to address the chal-
lenges facing persons with disabili-
ties (PWDs) across Africa, ahead of 
the Global Disability Summit sched-
uled for April 2025. 
Kenya’s Secretary to the Cabinet, 
Mercy Wanjau, represented the 
government at the summit, which 
underscored the growing role of as-
sistive technology in creating equal 
opportunities for PWDs in the 
post-pandemic era. 
� e event highlighted strides made 
since the inaugural Global Disabili-
ty Summit, co-hosted by the UK and 
Kenya in 2018, with both countries 
making signi� cant progress in ad-
vancing disability inclusion. 
A key initiative launched by the UK 
is InnovateNow, Africa’s � rst assis-
tive technology accelerator, which 
supports startups with expert men-
torship, live labs, and knowledge 
exchanges. � e program also part-
nered with Shujaaz comics to chal-
lenge societal stigma by featuring 
characters with disabilities. 
� rough the UK’s Digital Access 
Programme, over 10,000 PWDs and 
senior citizens in Kenya have been 
empowered with basic digital skills, 
enabling them to access government 
services through platforms like 
e-Citizen. 
During the summit, Mercy Wan-
jau rea�  rmed Kenya’s commitment 

to disability inclusion, announc-
ing ongoing improvements to the 
e-Citizen platform and State House 
website to ensure accessibility for all 
users following a 2023 audit. “Prior-
itizing accessibility and equity in a 
post-pandemic world will meaning-
fully contribute to a shared future,” 
she said. 
UK Social Development Advisor, 
Dr. Jacqueline Owigo, emphasized 

the importance of global collabo-
ration as the world prepares for the 
2025 summit. “Governments, the 
private sector, civil society, and in-
ternational partners must unite to 
create a more inclusive society,” she 
noted. 
Under the UK-funded Inclusive 
Futures initiative, led by Sightsav-
ers, Kenya has seen progress in 
disability-inclusive education and 

livelihoods. County governments 
have committed KES 300 million to 
developing over 250 inclusive ear-
ly childhood development centers 
by 2027, providing children with 
disabilities an opportunity to learn 
alongside their peers.
Sightsavers’ Country Director in 
Kenya, Moses Chege, highlighted 
the need for continued focus on 
PWDs, stressing that they are still 

more likely to live in poverty and 
face barriers to education, health-
care, and employment. 
� e summit served as a pivotal mo-
ment in the journey toward disabil-
ity inclusion, with both Kenya and 
the UK rea�  rming their commit-
ment to ensuring no one is le�  be-
hind.  

By: Xinhua
Africa Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (Africa CDC) has 
allocated 2,000 doses of mpox vac-
cine to Uganda, a senior govern-
ment o�  cial said on Friday.
Ugandan Minister of Health Jane 
Ruth Aceng told reporters that the 
vaccines are expected to arrive soon 
and will cover up to 1,000 individ-
uals. “Furthermore, (the) govern-
ment is working with development 
partners to secure additional doses 
of the mpox vaccine,” she said. “� e 
Ministry of Health is working on the 
most appropriate modalities for the 
most equitable delivery and distri-
bution of these vaccines informed 
by the epidemiology and severity of 
the disease.”
Uganda, which con� rmed the out-
break of the highly infectious viral 
disease in early August, so far has re-
corded 10 cases of mpox and 49 con-
tacts across northern, eastern, cen-
tral, and western regions as well as 
Kampala, the country’s capital, with 
four individuals recovering from the 

disease and six receiving treatment, 
according to the ministry. “I want to 
reassure you all to remain calm and 
vigilant, as the Ministry of Health is 
in full control of the situation. � e 
country is extremely safe for tour-
ism, travel, and trade, and everyone 
is welcome,” said Aceng, urging the 
public to maintain good personal 
hygiene.
� e World Health Organization 
in August declared mpox a public 
health emergency of international 
concern, sounding the alarm over 
its potential for further international 
transmission. Mpox, also known as 
monkeypox, is an infectious disease 
caused by the monkeypox virus that 
is spread through close contact, with 
symptoms including fever, swelling 
of the lymph nodes, sore throat, 
muscle aches, skin rash, and back 
pain. 

Africa CDC 

Participants at the African Disability Forum (ADF) in Nairobi on September 5, 2024. � e UK government joined Kenya in discussing the challenges facing persons 
with disabilities (PWDs) across Africa, under the theme ‘Persons with Disabilities in a Post-Pandemic World,’ in preparation for the Global Disability Summit in 
2025. /Handout.



Telegram CEO Durov says his arrest 
‘misguided’
Telegram founder and CEO Pavel Durov has hit out at French authorities, calling his arrest last week in 
relation to allegations of insu�  cient moderation on the messaging app “misguided”.
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Telegram founder and CEO 
Pavel Durov has hit out at 
French authorities, calling 
his arrest last week in rela-
tion to allegations of insuf-
� cient moderation on the 
messaging app “misguided”.
In his � rst public statement 
since he was detained, he 
denied claims that Telegram 
is “some sort of anarchic 
paradise” as “absolutely un-
true”.
Mr Durov was arrested 
on 25 August at an airport 
north of Paris and has since 
been charged over suspected 
complicity in allowing illicit 
transactions, drug tra�  ck-
ing, fraud and the spread 
of child sex abuse images to 
� ourish on his site.
In Mr Durov’s statement, 
which he published on 
Telegram, he said holding 
him responsible for crimes 

committed by third parties 
on the platform was both a 
“surprising” and “misguided 
approach”.
“If a country is unhappy 
with an Internet service, 
the established practice is to 
start a legal action against 
the service itself,” the Rus-
sian-born billionaire, who is 
also a French national, said.
“Using laws from the 
pre-smartphone era to 
charge a CEO with crimes 
committed by third parties 
on the platform he manages 
is a misguided approach.”
“Building technology is hard 
enough as it is. No innova-
tor will ever build new tools 
if they know they can be 
personally held responsible 
for potential abuse of those 
tools,” he added.
While he conceded that 
Telegram was not perfect, 

he said French authorities 
had several ways to get in 
touch with him and with 
Telegram, and that the app 
has an o�  cial representative 
in the EU.
“� e claims in some media 
that Telegram is some sort of 
anarchic paradise are abso-
lutely untrue. We take down 
millions of harmful posts 
and channels every day,” he 
insisted.
Telegram allows groups of 
up to 200,000 members, 
which critics have argued 
makes it easier for misin-
formation to spread, and for 
users to share conspiracist, 
neo-Nazi, paedophilic, or 
terror-related content.
Recently in the UK, the app 
has been scrutinised for 
hosting far-right channels 
that were instrumental in 
organising violent disorder 

in English cities last month.
Telegram did remove some 
groups, however cyberse-
curity experts say overall its 
system of moderating ex-
tremist and illegal content 
is signi� cantly weaker than 
that of other social media 
companies and messenger 
apps.
In his statement on � urs-
day, Mr Durov admitted that 
an “abrupt increase” in the 
number of users on the mes-
saging app – which he put at 
950 million – had “caused 
growing pains that made it 
easier for criminals to abuse 
our platform.”
He said he would aim to “sig-
ni� cantly improve things in 
this regard”.
It comes a� er the BBC 
learned last week that Tele-
gram has refused to join 
international programmes 

aimed at detecting and re-
moving child abuse material 
online.
Pavel Durov, 39, was born 
in Russia and now lives in 
Dubai, where Telegram is 
based. He holds citizenship 
of the United Arab Emirates 
and France.
Telegram, which he founded 
in 2013, is particularly pop-
ular in Russia, Ukraine and 
former Soviet Union states.
� e app was banned in Rus-
sia in 2018, a� er a previous 
refusal by him to hand over 
user data. � e ban was re-
versed in 2021.
Telegram is ranked as one 
of the major social media 
platforms a� er Facebook, 
YouTube, WhatsApp, Insta-
gram, TikTok and Wechat.

Worth
Noting:

• “Building technol-
ogy is hard enough as it is. 
No innovator will ever build 
new tools if they know they 
can be personally held re-
sponsible for potential abuse 
of those tools,” he added.
• While he conceded 
that Telegram was not per-
fect, he said French author-
ities had several ways to get 
in touch with him and with 
Telegram, and that the app 
has an o�  cial representative 
in the EU.
• “� e claims in some 
media that Telegram is some 
sort of anarchic paradise are 
absolutely untrue. We take 
down millions of harmful 
posts and channels every 
day,” he insisted.
• Telegram allows 
groups of up to 200,000 
members, which critics have 
argued makes it easier for 
misinformation to spread, 
and for users to share con-
spiracist, neo-Nazi, pae-
dophilic, or terror-related 
content.

Telegram founder and CEO Pavel Durov 

By: BBC.
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