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The Political Fallout Of Labeling Malema’s Party
A Rebel Group:

A Strategic Misstep In South African Politics

By: Silas Mwaudasheni Nande

Introduction

Political discourse is a delicate
balance between ideologi-
cal opposition and strategic
diplomacy. In South Africa,
where historical tensions and
racial divisions remain deep-
ly embedded in political nar-
ratives, the choice of words
in political debates can have
far-reaching  consequences.
The recent statement by the
Democratic Alliance (DA)
leader, John Steenhuisen, in
the Oval Office, referring to
Julius Malema and his party
as a “rebel group,” has ignited
controversy, raising concerns
about political polarization,
parliamentary confrontations,
and racial tensions.

This article critically examines
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Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) Leader Julius Malema

why this rhetorical misstep
could escalate political hos-
tilities, disrupt parliamentary
debates, and fuel radical mo-
bilization among Malema’s
supporters. It also explores
the historical context of polit-
ical labeling, the implications
for governance, and the stra-
tegic errors made in this dip-
lomatic exchange.

Historical Context: The Pow-
er of Political Labeling

Throughout history, politi-
cal figures have used labels
to delegitimize opponents,
often with unintended con-
sequences. In South Afri-
ca, terms such as “terrorist,”
“radical,” and “rebel” have
been weaponized in politi-
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Sovereignty Under Assault: Trump’s Reckless Meddling in South
Africa’s Land Question

The recent, deeply troubling spec-
tacle of Donald Trump ambushing
South African President Cyril Ra-
maphosa in the Oval Office, playing
unverified videos and brandishing
news clippings to accuse the South
African government of presiding
over a ‘genocide’ of white farmers,

represents a profound and danger-
ous breach of international diplo-
matic norms and an unacceptable
interference in the sovereign affairs
of a democratic nation. This calcu-
lated act of aggression, fueled by
misinformation and a deliberate
disregard for the complex realities of

South Africa, not only undermines
the delicate balance of international
relations but also actively endangers
the fragile peace and reconciliation
efforts within the rainbow nation.

To understand the gravity of Trump’s
actions, one must delve into the his-
torical wounds of South Africa, the

nuanced discussions surrounding
land reform, and the stark statistical
realities that stand in stark contrast
to the sensationalist, racially charged
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Ugandan activist alleges she was raped while in
Tanzanian detention

By: BBC
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

. “The pain was too
much,’ said Atuhaire,
showing the BBC a scar
from where she said she
had been handcuffed.

. She added that she
was “screaming so hard”
that they had to cover her
mouth.

. Atuhaire told the
BBC about her alleged
rape in graphic detail.

. She said she also
heard screams from
Mwangi, and that those
holding him had threat-
ened to circumcise him.

. The pair had gone
to Tanzania to show
solidarity with opposi-
tion leader Tundu Lissu,
who appeared in court

on Monday after being
charged with treason

. Mwangi recounted
his alleged experience in a
post on X: “We had been
tortured, and we were told
to strip naked and to go
bathe. We couldn’t walk
and were told to crawl and
go wash off the blood.”

Warning: This story contains
details of sexual assault

A Ugandan activist who was
arrested and held for days in
Tanzania and later found at
the border between the two
countries has told the BBC
that she was raped while in
detention.

Expanding on the earlier
remarks of her rights group,
who said she showed “indi-
cations of torture”, Agather
Atuhaire alleged that peo-
ple dressed in plain clothes
“blindfolded”  her, after
which she was hit, “violent-
ly” stripped, and sexually
assaulted.

Atuhaire had been held in-
communicado in Tanzania
alongside fellow Kenyan
activist Boniface Mwangi,
who was on Thursday found
at the border with his home
country.

The Tanzanian authorities

Reach Editorial Team on:
diasporaglobalnews@yahoo.com / diasporaglobalnews@gmail.com

x
¥ ol
=®
a
=
~—
%
e

anzanian authorities are not commenting on Agather Atuhaire’s allegations

have not commented.

“The pain was too much,’
said Atuhaire, showing the
BBC a scar from where she
said she had been hand-
cuffed.

She added that she was
“screaming so hard” that
they had to cover her
mouth.

Atuhaire told the BBC
about her alleged rape in
graphic detail.

She said she also heard
screams from Mwangi, and
that those holding him had
threatened to circumcise
him.

The pair had gone to Tanza-
nia to show solidarity with
opposition leader Tundu
Lissu, who appeared in
court on Monday after be-
ing charged with treason
Mwangi recounted his al-
leged experience in a post
on X: “We had been tor-
tured, and we were told to
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strip naked and to go bathe.
We couldn’t walk and were
told to crawl and go wash
off the blood”

Despite being allowed into
the country, Mwangi and
Atuhaire were not permit-
ted to attend the hearing
and were arrested.

On Monday, President
Samia Suluhu Hassan had
warned that she would not
allow activists from neigh-
bouring countries to “med-
dle” in her country’s affairs
and cause “chaos”.

Atuhaire was found aban-
doned at the border on
Thursday night after being
held in custody since Mon-
day, Agora Centre for Re-
search, the Uganda-based
rights group that she leads,
posted on X.

Uganda’s high commission-
er to Tanzania Fred Mwesi-
gye said Atuhaire had “safe-
ly returned home” and had

been “warmly received by
her family”

Mwangi, who was earli-
er found abandoned on a
roadside in northern Tanza-
nia near the Kenyan border,
said he had heard Atuhaire
“groaning in pain” when
they were held together on
Tuesday.

“Any attempt to speak to
each other during the night
we were tortured was met
with kicks and insults. We
were removed from the tor-
ture location in different ve-
hicles,” Mwangi added.

He said those who were
holding them were getting
orders from a “state securi-
ty” official, who directed the
activist to be given a “Tan-
zanian treatment”.
Mwangi’s  disappearance
had sparked widespread
concern across Kenya, with
his family, civil society, and
human rights groups stag-

ing protests and demanding
his release.

On Wednesday, the Kenyan
government formally pro-
tested against his detention,
accusing the Tanzanian au-
thorities of denying consul-
ar access despite repeated
requests.

Earlier on Thursday, Ken-
yas foreign affairs ministry
issued a statement saying it
had not been able to access
the activist.

Regional rights groups have
called for an investigation
into the alleged mistreat-
ment of the activists by the
Tanzanian authorities and
urged all East African coun-
tries to uphold rights trea-
ties.

Additional  reporting by
Basillioh Rukanga in Nai-
robi
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Prevention And Treatment Measures For Yod
Deficiency Disorders
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By: Munisa Rakhmatova Ormon
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Noting:

. The main reason
is the lack of iodine in the
environment (soil, wa-
ter, and food). If soil and
water contain sufficient
iodine, endemic goiter
does not occur.

. Other factors con-
tributing to iodine defi-
ciency disorders include
long-term consumption
of foods poor in proteins
and vitamins, infections,
intoxications, and dete-
riorating socio-econom-
ic conditions. Modern
science has confirmed
the importance of these
goitrogenic factors in the
development of endemic
goiter.

a) Antistrumin tablet

What are iodine deficiency
disorders?

Why are these diseases in-
creasing?

What are the preventive
measures for iodine defi-
ciency?

Nowadays, yodine deficien-
cy is becoming a common
issue affecting people world-
wide. Todine deficiency dis-
orders refer to the enlarge-
ment of the thyroid gland in
individuals living in endem-
ic regions where iodine is
lacking in the environment.
A region is considered en-
demic if thyroid enlarge-
ment of grade I or higher is
observed in more than 5% of
children and adolescents or
in more than 30% of adults.

In healthy adults, the daily
requirement for iodine is
about 180-280 micrograms.
If less than 100 micrograms
of iodine is consumed per
day, the thyroid gland grad-

ually enlarges in a compen-
satory manner.

The main consequence of
environmental yodine de-
ficiency is the development
of goiter. For a long time, it
was believed that iodine de-
ficiency in certain regions
only led to goiter. However,
recent studies show that yo-
dine deficiency can lead to
several other health-threat-
ening conditions beyond
goiter.

Why are these diseases in-
creasing?

The main reason is the lack
of iodine in the environment
(soil, water, and food). If soil
and water contain sufficient
iodine, endemic goiter does
not occur.

Other factors contributing
to iodine deficiency dis-
orders include long-term
consumption of foods poor
in proteins and vitamins,

infections, intoxications,
and deteriorating socio-eco-
nomic conditions. Modern
science has confirmed the
importance of these goitro-
genic factors in the develop-
ment of endemic goiter.
Recent studies have shown
that insufficient intake of
some essential microele-
ments (such as bromine,
zing, cobalt, and copper) and
excessive intake of elements
like fluoride, chromium, cal-
cium, and manganese can
also significantly contribute
to the development of en-
demic goiter.

Certain  goitrogenic sub-
stances (e.g., perchlorate,
thiourea, and thiouracil)
in some foods inhibit the
conversion of iodide into
organic yodine, playing an
important role in this con-
dition.

Hereditary factors also play
a role, as families with a his-

b)
b)Yodized table salt

tory of goiter or congenital
defects show a higher inci-
dence, according to many
researchers.

Preventive Measures for
Iodine Deficiency:
Prevention includes a com-
prehensive set of health mea-
sures aimed at improving
the social, household, and
hygienic conditions of the
population. People living in
endemic goiter regions — in
fact, the entire population of
Uzbekistan regardless of the
season — should be provided
with iodized salt and en-
couraged to consume foods
prepared with iodized salt.
Children, pregnant women,
and breastfeeding mothers
should take yodine supple-
ments, such as Antistrumin
tablets containing 1 mg po-
tassium iodide once or twice
a week, or iodine prepa-
rations like Iodide-100 to

200 micrograms per dose.
Although other iodine-rich
foods exist, they are not
consumed daily (e.g., one
cannot eat 1 kg of dates ev-
ery day). Therefore, adding
inexpensive iodized salt to
daily meals is the most opti-
mal solution.

Some people promote bi-
zarre advice like drinking
iodine - never do this, as it
can disrupt thyroid function
and trigger autoimmune
processes. Applying yodine
to the skin is also not rec-
ommended, as it may cause
burns, given the individual
sensitivity of each person’s
skin.

Munisa Rakhmatova Ormon
Student of the Medical Treat-
ment program at Alfraganus
University
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As Israel faces diplomatic ‘tsunami, Trump is
staying quiet

Noting:

. Evidence that Gaza
was closer to mass starva-
tion than at any time since
the war began, following
Hamas’s attack in October
2023, was sending ripples of
horror across the world.

. Israel’s military
offensive, and the rhetoric
surrounding it, suggested
that conditions in the strick-
en territory were about to
deteriorate once more.

. Addressing MPs on
Tuesday, UK Foreign Secre-
tary David Lammy singled
out the words of Israel’s
hardline Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich, who had
spoken of “cleansing” Gaza,
“destroying what’s left” and
relocating the civilian popu-
lation to third countries.

. “We must call this
what it is,” Lammy said.
“It’s extremism. It is dan-
gerous. It is repellent. It is
monstrous. And I condemn
it in the strongest possible
terms.”

. Smotrich is not a
decision-maker when it
comes to conduct of the war
in Gaza. Before now, his
incendiary remarks might
have been set to one side.

Palestinians walk at the site of Israeli strikes that hit a residential building and destroyed shops at Gaza’s Old City market, amid the Israel-Hamas conflict, in Gaza City

on July 4.[Photo/Agencies]

A headline in Israel’s liberal
daily Ha’aretz this week put
it starkly: “Diplomatic tsu-
nami nears,” it warned, “as
Europe begins to act against
Israels ‘complete madness’
in Gaza”

This week’s diplomatic as-
sault has taken many forms,
not all of them foreseen.
From concerted interna-
tional condemnation of
Israel’s actions in Gaza, to
the shocking murder of two
young Israeli embassy staff
members in Washington,
this has been, to put it mild-
ly, a tumultuous week for the
Jewish state.

The waves started crashing
on Israel’s shores on Mon-
day evening, when Britain,
France and Canada issued
a joint statement condemn-
ing its “egregious” actions in
Gaza.

All three warned of the pos-
sibility of “further concrete
actions” if Israel continued
its renewed military offen-
sive and failed to lift restric-
tions on humanitarian aid.
They also threatened “tar-
geted sanctions” in response
to Israel’s settlement activity
in the occupied West Bank.
A statement from 24 donor
nations followed, condemn-
ing a new, Israeli-backed aid
delivery model for Gaza.
But that was just the start.
On Tuesday, Britain sus-

pended trade talks with Isra-
el and said a 2023 road map
for future cooperation was
being reviewed.

A fresh round of sanctions
was imposed on Jewish
settlers, including Daniela
Weiss, a prominent figure
who featured in Louis Ther-
ouxs recent documentary,
The Settlers.

Israel’s ambassador in Lon-
don, Tzipi Hotovely, was
summoned to the Foreign
Office, a move generally re-
served for the representa-
tives of countries like Russia
and Iran.

To make matters worse for
Israel, the EU’s foreign pol-
icy chief Kaja Kallas said
a “strong majority” of the
bloc’s members favoured
reviewing the 25-year-old
Association Agreement with
Israel.

‘Enough is enough’

The reasons for this flurry of
diplomatic ~condemnation
seemed clear enough.
Evidence that Gaza was clos-
er to mass starvation than
at any time since the war
began, following Hamas’s
attack in October 2023, was
sending ripples of horror
across the world.

Israel's military offensive,
and the rhetoric surround-
ing it, suggested that condi-
tions in the stricken territo-

ry were about to deteriorate
once more.

Addressing MPs on Tues-
day, UK Foreign Secretary
David Lammy singled out
the words of Israel’s hard-
line Finance Minister Be-
zalel Smotrich, who had
spoken of “cleansing” Gaza,
“destroying what’s left” and
relocating the civilian popu-
lation to third countries.
“We must call this what it is,”
Lammy said. “Its extrem-
ism. It is dangerous. It is re-
pellent. It is monstrous. And
I condemn it in the strongest
possible terms.”

Smotrich is not a deci-
sion-maker when it comes
to conduct of the war in
Gaza. Before now, his incen-
diary remarks might have
been set to one side.

But those days appear to be
over. Rightly or wrongly,
Israel’s Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu is seen as
in thrall to his far-right col-
leagues. Critics accuse him
of relentlessly pursuing a
war, without regard for the
lives of Palestinian civilians
or the remaining Israeli
hostages still being held in
Gaza.

Countries that have long
supported Israels right to
defend itself are beginning
to say “enough is enough”
This week was clearly a sig-
nificant moment for Brit-

ain’s Prime Minister Sir Keir
Starmer, a staunch defend-
er of Israel (he once said “I
support Zionism without
qualification”) who faced
strong criticism from within
the Labour Party for his re-
luctance last year to call for
a ceasefire in Gaza.

On Tuesday, Sir Keir said the
suffering of innocent chil-
dren in Gaza was “utterly
intolerable”

In the face of this unusually
concerted action from some
of his country’s strongest al-
lies, Netanyahu reacted fu-
riously, suggesting Britain,
France and Canada were
guilty of supporting Hamas.
“When mass murderers,
rapists, baby killers and kid-
nappers thank you, you're
on the wrong side of justice,”
he posted on X.

“You're on the wrong side of
humanity and you’re on the
wrong side of history”
Israels Foreign Minister
Gideon Saar went further,
suggesting there was a “di-
rect line” between Israel’s
critics, including Starm-
er, and Wednesday night’s
killing of Yaron Lischinsky
and Sarah Lynn Milgrim,
the two Israeli embassy em-
ployees gunned down out-
side the Jewish Museum in
Washington.

But despite the outpourings
of sympathy following the

shooting, the Israeli gov-
ernment seems increasingly
isolated, with western allies
and prominent members of
the Jewish diaspora all voic-
ing anger - and anguish -
over the war in Gaza.

Lord Levy, former Middle
East envoy and advisor to
Tony Blair, said he endorsed
the current governments
criticisms, even suggesting
they might have come “a lit-
tle late”

“There has to be a stand, not
just from us in this country
but internationally, against
what is going on in Gaza,
he told BBC Radio 4’s The
World at One, describing
himself as “a very proud
Jew...who passionately cares
for Israel”.

But silent, throughout all
this, is the one man who
could, if he wanted, stop the
war.

At the end of his recent tour
of the Gulf, Donald Trump
said “a lot of people are
starving’.

White House officials indi-
cated the US president was
frustrated with the war and
wanted the Israeli govern-
ment to “wrap it up”.

But while other western
leaders release expressions
of outrage, Trump is saying
almost nothing.
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Options for the Treatment of Uterine Fibroids

By Dr Joan Okemo
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. Age: Most common
between ages 30 and 40,
with risk increasing as wom-
en approach menopause.

. Genetics: A family
history of fibroids increases
your chances—particularly
if your mother or sister had
them.

. Ethnicity: Black
women are more likely to
develop fibroids earlier,

and often experience more
severe symptoms.

. Hormonal Factors:
Oestrogen and progester-
one—hormones that regu-
late the menstrual cycle—
can promote fibroid growth.
. Obesity: Higher
body fat can increase oestro-
gen levels, contributing to
fibroid development.

. Diet: High con-
sumption of red meat and
low intake of fruits and
vegetables may increase risk.
. Reproductive His-
tory: Women who have not
had children or delay child-
birth may be at greater risk.
Pregnancy appears to reduce
the risk due to hormonal
changes.

. Vitamin D Defi-
ciency: Studies suggest that
low vitamin D levels may
increase fibroid risk.

. Hypertension: High
blood pressure has been
linked to a higher likelihood
of fibroids.

Dr Joan Okemo is a Consultant Obstetrician Gynaecologist at Aga Khan University Hospital Nairobi and Senior Instructor, Aga Khan University’s Medical College

If you are a woman in your
reproductive years or older,
there is an 80 percent chance
that you may develop uter-
ine fibroids at some point
in your life—though not
everyone will experience
symptoms.

Below is a comprehensive
overview of uterine fibroids,
including their risk factors,
symptoms, diagnosis, and
treatment options, to em-
power you to monitor your
health and seek timely, ap-
propriate care.

What Are Uterine Fibroids?
Uterine fibroids are com-
mon, non-cancerous
growths that develop with-
in the muscular wall of the
uterus. While generally be-
nign, they can cause a vari-
ety of symptoms depending
on their size, number, and
location.

Many women may have fi-
broids without knowing it,
especially when they are
small. However, in others,
fibroids can lead to consid-
erable discomfort and com-
plications.

What Are the Risk Factors?
Several factors can increase
your likelihood of develop-
ing uterine fibroids:

. Age: Most com-
mon between ages 30 and
40, with risk increasing as
women approach meno-
pause.

. Genetics: A family
history of fibroids increases
your chances—particularly
if your mother or sister had
them.

. Ethnicity:  Black
women are more likely to
develop fibroids earlier, and
often experience more se-
vere symptoms.

. Hormonal Factors:
Oestrogen and progester-
one—hormones that regu-
late the menstrual cycle—
can promote fibroid growth.
. Obesity: ~ Higher
body fat can increase oes-
trogen levels, contributing
to fibroid development.

. Diet: High con-
sumption of red meat and
low intake of fruits and veg-
etables may increase risk.

. Reproductive His-
tory: Women who have
not had children or delay
childbirth may be at greater
risk. Pregnancy appears to
reduce the risk due to hor-
monal changes.

. Vitamin D Defi-
ciency: Studies suggest that
low vitamin D levels may
increase fibroid risk.

. Hypertension:
High blood pressure has
been linked to a higher like-
lihood of fibroids.

What Are the Symptoms?

Fibroids vary in size—from
tiny nodules to large mass-
es—and some women may
remain asymptomatic.

However, larger or multiple
fibroids can cause signifi-
cant discomfort.

Common symptoms in-
clude:
. Heavy  menstru-

al bleeding: Prolonged or
heavy periods, sometimes
leading to anaemia and fa-
tigue.

. Pelvic pain and
pressure: A feeling of full-
ness or bloating in the lower
abdomen, sometimes mis-
taken for pregnancy.

. Bladder and bowel
issues: Frequent urination
or constipation due to fi-
broid pressure on adjacent
organs.

. Fertility challeng-
es: Fibroids that distort the
uterus can affect concep-
tion or increase the risk of
miscarriage and pregnancy
complications, such as im-
proper baby positioning, the
need for C-section, or post-
partum haemorrhage.

How Are Fibroids Diag-
nosed?

If fibroids are suspected,
your doctor will likely per-
form a physical examination
and order imaging tests. A
pelvic ultrasound, including
a transvaginal scan (TVS),
is the most common meth-
od. These tests use sound
waves to produce images of
the uterus and identify any
fibroids.

What Are the Treatment
Options?

Treatment depends on your
symptoms, the size and lo-
cation of the fibroids, your
age, and whether you wish
to have children.

If your fibroids are not caus-
ing symptoms, no treatment
may be necessary. Howev-
er, if they are affecting your
quality of life, various op-
tions are available:

1. Medication:

Medications can help man-
age symptoms like heavy
bleeding and pain, but they
do not shrink or eliminate
fibroids.

2. Myomectomy:

Surgical removal of fibroids
while preserving the uterus.
This option is ideal for wom-
en who want to maintain
fertility. The method used—
abdominal, laparoscopic, or
hysteroscopic—depends on
fibroid size and location.

3. Uterine Fibroid Emboli-
zation (UFE):

A minimally invasive proce-
dure that blocks blood sup-
ply to the fibroids, causing
them to shrink.

UFE is not recommended
for women planning future
pregnancies, as it may affect
fertility.

4. Endometrial Ablation:
Destroys the uterine lining

to reduce bleeding. While
effective for symptom con-
trol, it does not remove fi-
broids and is not suitable
for women planning to con-
ceive.

5. Hysterectomy:

Complete removal of the
uterus—a permanent solu-
tion that eliminates the
possibility of recurrence or
pregnancy. Recommended
when other treatments are
ineffective or when fibroids
severely affect quality of life.
While fibroid surgery is
common—particularly
among African women who
tend to experience more se-
vere symptoms—many still
have concerns about under-
going a procedure. It's im-
portant to understand that
untreated fibroids can lead
to serious complications,
such as severe anaemia or
blood clots.

Discussing your symptoms
and treatment goals with a
qualified healthcare provid-
er is key to making the best
decision for your health and
well-being.

The author is a Consultant
Obstetrician ~ Gynaecolo-
gist at Aga Khan University
Hospital Nairobi and Senior
Instructor, Aga Khan Uni-
versity’s Medical College.
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The Political Fallout Of Labeling Malema’s Party A Rebel Group:

A Strategic Misstep In South African Politics

™
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Worth
Noting:

. The DA leader, John
Steenhuisen, must recognize
that political rhetoric, espe-
cially in a global diplomatic
setting like the Oval Office,
carries immense weight

and has far-reaching conse-
quences beyond the moment
of its delivery. Words are
not simply statements; they
are instruments of influence
that shape public percep-
tion, political alliances, and
institutional stability.

. Labeling Julius
Malema and his party asa
“rebel group” was an irre-
sponsible strategic misstep,
one that risks escalating
tensions within South Afri-

ca’s political sphere, fueling
racial divisions, and rein-
forcing Malema’s own nar-
rative of being oppressed by
the political establishment.
Such language can easily be
weaponized by Malema and
his supporters to rally public
sentiment against the DA,
potentially deepening politi-
cal polarization and making
parliamentary collaboration
more difficult.

cal discourse, particularly
during the apartheid era.

. Apartheid-Era La-
beling - Anti-apartheid
activists, including Nel-
son Mandela, were labeled
terrorists by the apartheid
government, a term later
rejected by the international
community.

. Post-Apartheid Po-
litical Rhetoric - The ANC,
DA, and EFF have all en-
gaged in strategic labeling to
frame opponents as threats
to democracy or economic
stability.

. Global  Parallels
- Similar tactics have been
used in the U.S., where po-
litical opponents are brand-
ed as extremists to justify
policy decisions.

By calling Malema’s party
a “rebel group” in the Oval
Office, Steenhuisen inad-
vertently reinforced a narra-
tive that could be exploited
by Malema to mobilize his
base, portraying himself as a
revolutionary figure fighting
against political suppres-
sion.

The Political Consequences
in South Africa’s Parliament
South Africa’s parliamentary
debates are often heated and
confrontational, with Male-
mas Economic Freedom
Fighters (EFF) known for
disruptive tactics. Steenhu-
isen’s statement could have
several consequences in par-
liamentary proceedings:

1. Escalation of Hostilities
Malema and his supporters
are known for their aggres-
sive political style, often
engaging in direct confron-
tations with  opposition
parties. Labeling them as a
“rebel group” could:

. Fuel  retaliatory
rhetoric - Malema may
respond by intensifying

his attacks on the DA, and
Steenhuisen in particular,
accusing them of racist po-
litical suppression.

. Disrupt parliamen-
tary proceedings - The EFF
could use this statement as
justification for boycotts,
protests, or walkouts.

. Increase racial
tensions - Given Malema’s
stance on white economic
dominance, this statement
could be framed as an at-
tempt to delegitimize black
political movements.

2. Strengthening Malema’s
Political Narrative

Malema has mastered the
art of political mobilization,
often portraying himself as
a revolutionary leader fight-
ing against economic in-
equality and white privilege.

Steenhuisen’s statement in-
advertently reinforces Male-
ma’s narrative, allowing him
to:

. Position himself as
a victim of political suppres-
sion - Malema could argue
that the DA is attempting to
silence radical voices.

. Mobilize his sup-
porters - The EFF thrives
on anti-establishment rhet-
oric, and this statement
could be used to energize
grassroots movements.

. Frame the DA as
an elitist party - By labeling
Malema’s party as a “rebel
group,” the DA risks being
seen as disconnected from
black South Africans.

3. Undermining Diplomatic
Relations

The Oval Office is a global
diplomatic stage, and state-
ments made in this setting
carry international weight.
Steenhuisen’s remarks could:
. Damage South Af-
ricas political image - Inter-
national observers may view
this statement as evidence of
deep political divisions.

. Affect U.S.-South
Africa relations - The U.S.
may reconsider its diplo-
matic approach  toward
South African political fac-
tions.

. Create internal in-
stability - Political labeling
can lead to internal party
conflicts, weakening gover-
nance structures.

Malema’s Radicalism: A
Dangerous Political Gamble
Julius Malema is notoriously

Democratic Alliance (DA) leader, John Steenhuisen

radical, advocating for land
expropriation without com-
pensation and economic
redistribution. His rhetoric
often includes anti-white
sentiments, which have
sparked controversy.

Why Steenhuisen’s State-
ment Was a Strategic Error
L. It underestimated
Malema’s ability to weap-
onize rhetoric - Malema
thrives on political confron-
tation and will likely use this
statement to strengthen his
movement.

2. It alienated poten-
tial voters - Many black
South Africans may view
this statement as an attempt
to delegitimize black politi-
cal activism.

3. It escalated racial
tensions - Given South Af-
rica’s historical racial divi-
sions, such statements can
fuel hostility rather than en-
courage dialogue.

Lessons for Political Lead-
ers: Avoiding Rhetorical
Pitfalls

To prevent similar diplo-
matic missteps, political
leaders must adopt strategic
communication tactics:

1. Use Neutral Political Lan-
guage

. Avoid labels that
can be weaponized by oppo-
nents.

. Focus on policy
critiques rather than per-
sonal attacks.

2. Anticipate Political Reac-
tions

. Understand  how

opponents will respond to
statements.

. Prepare count-
er-narratives to prevent po-
litical exploitation.

3. Strengthen Parliamentary
Diplomacy

. Encourage  con-
structive debates rather than
hostile confrontations.

. Promote cross-par-
ty dialogue to reduce politi-
cal polarization.
Conclusion: The Need for
Strategic Political Engage-
ment

The DA leader’s misstep in
the Oval Office serves as a
critical lesson in political
communication.  Labeling
Malema’s party as a “rebel
group” was not only fac-
tually inaccurate but also
politically reckless, fueling
tensions that could disrupt
parliamentary proceedings
and strengthen Malema’s
radical movement.

Future political leaders must
exercise caution in their
rhetoric, ensuring that polit-
ical discourse remains con-
structive rather than divi-
sive. South Africa’s political
landscape is already volatile,
and careless statements can
exacerbate existing tensions,
making governance more
challenging.

By adopting strategic com-
munication,  anticipating
political reactions, and pro-
moting diplomatic engage-
ment, leaders can navigate
political debates effectively
without unintended conse-
quences.

Advice to DA Leader: John
Steenhuisen

The DA leader, John Steen-
huisen, must recognize that
political rhetoric, especially
in a global diplomatic setting
like the Oval Office, carries
immense weight and has
far-reaching consequences
beyond the moment of its
delivery. Words are not sim-
ply statements; they are in-
struments of influence that
shape public perception, po-
litical alliances, and institu-
tional stability. Labeling Ju-
lius Malema and his party as
a “rebel group” was an irre-
sponsible strategic misstep,
one that risks escalating
tensions within South Afri-
ca’s political sphere, fueling
racial divisions, and rein-
forcing Malema’s own nar-
rative of being oppressed by
the political establishment.
Such language can easily be
weaponized by Malema and
his supporters to rally public
sentiment against the DA,
potentially deepening politi-
cal polarization and making
parliamentary collaboration
more difficult. Moving for-
ward, the DA leader must
exercise greater precision
in political communication,
ensuring that statements
are factual, measured, and
diplomatically sound, rath-
er than incendiary remarks
that could undermine con-

Contd Page 11



INTERNATIONAL

NEWS

The Diaspora Times GIEHbal

DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL

SAT-FRI: May 24 - May 30, 2025

The Political Fallout Of Labeling Malema’s Party A Rebel Group:

A Strategic Misstep In South African Politics

By: o
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. It is good for Mr
Steenhuisen to understand
that the Government of Na-
tional Unity (GNU) formed
between the Democratic Al-
liance (DA) and the African
National Congress (ANC) is
founded on the principle of
political collaboration and
stability in a deeply polar-
ized South Africa. At its
core, this coalition seeks to
bridge ideological divides,
ensuring that governance
remains effective despite
historical tensions between
parties with fundamentally
different voter bases and
policy priorities. However,
reckless political rhetoric

- such as Steenhuisen, as a
leader of DA, labeling Julius
Malema and his supporters
a “rebel group” - poses a
serious threat to the very
foundation of this unity
government.

. Steenhuisen must
know that he is white and
his party is a minority party
with a history of white elec-
torates and general white-
ness in the whole party, DA.
The ANC, as the dominant
party in the GNU, represents
a black majority electorate
that has endured decades
of political struggle against
systemic oppression.

structive  discourse. The
leader must also anticipate
political backlash, recog-
nizing how opponents will
interpret and capitalize on
such misjudgments. Instead
of engaging in adversarial
labeling, the DA should fo-
cus on critiquing policies
and presenting alternative
governance strategies that
resonate with the electorate.
South Africa’s democracy
depends on robust yet re-
sponsible political engage-
ment, and leaders must rise
above reactionary rhetoric
to ensure that debates re-
main progressive and solu-
tions-oriented, rather than
divisive and counterproduc-
tive.

It is good for Mr Steenhu-
isen to understand that the
Government of National
Unity (GNU) formed be-
tween the Democratic Alli-
ance (DA) and the African
National Congress (ANC)
is founded on the principle
of political collaboration
and stability in a deeply po-
larized South Africa. At its
core, this coalition seeks to
bridge ideological divides,
ensuring that governance
remains effective despite
historical tensions between
parties with fundamental-
ly different voter bases and

Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) Leader Julius Malema

policy priorities. However,
reckless political rhetoric
- such as Steenhuisen, as a
leader of DA, labeling Julius
Malema and his support-
ers a “rebel group” - poses
a serious threat to the very
foundation of this unity gov-
ernment.

Steenhuisen must know that
he is white and his party is
a minority party with a his-
tory of white electorates and
general whiteness in the
whole party, DA. The ANC,
as the dominant party in
the GNU, represents a black
majority electorate that has
endured decades of politi-
cal struggle against systemic
oppression. Within this de-
mographic, terms like “reb-
el” carry historical weight,
evoking memories of libera-
tion movements that fought
against apartheid. To casual-
ly apply this label to Malema
and his supporters - who,
despite their radical stance,
still represent a significant
portion of black South Af-
ricans - is not only insensi-
tive but politically self-de-
structive for the DA. It risks
alienating black constitu-
ents, many of whom might
sympathize with Malema’s
rhetoric, even if they do not
align with his policies.

For John Steenhuisen, to

label Julius Malema and
his supporters as “rebels” is
not just an attack on Male-
ma - it is an affront to the
collective consciousness of
black South Africans, many
of whom have endured his-
torical ~struggles against
systemic oppression. Even
those who do not align with
Malema or the Econom-
ic Freedom Fighters (EFF)
carry a deep-seated sensi-
tivity to political narratives
that frame black activism
as rebellious or illegitimate.
The term “rebel” is load-
ed with historical weight,
evoking memories of the
liberation struggle, where
black South Africans fought
against apartheid-era forces
that once dismissed them as
insurgents rather than free-
dom fighters. Such rhetoric
does not merely hit Male-
ma - it courses through the
veins and resonates within
the bloodstream of black
South Africans, reminding
them of past attempts to
delegitimize black political
agency. Many may feel in-
stinctively defensive, insult-
ed, and provoked, even if
they oppose Malema’s poli-
cies. This statement, there-
fore, risks alienating not just
the EFF but also ordinary
black citizens who value po-

litical dignity, making unity
governance more fragile.
Moreover, Steenhuisen
should know that the sta-
bility of the GNU depends
on mutual trust and respect
among all political factions,
including opposition voices
like the Economic Freedom
Fighters (EFF). By using
divisive language, the DA
leader creates avoidable hos-
tility, making it difficult for
ANC members to maintain
cooperative  relationships
within the unity govern-
ment. The ANC, though
ideologically opposed to the
EFF on governance matters,
cannot afford to be seen as
complicit in language that
disrespects black political
movements. The DA leader’s
statement might force ANC
members to publicly dis-
tance themselves from such
rhetoric, thereby weakening
inter-party trust within the
GNU.

Beyond the immediate
consequences, such a mis-
step emboldens Malema.
The EFF thrives on con-
flict-driven  political en-
gagement, and this labeling
provides Malema with the
perfect opportunity to rally
his supporters, framing the
DA as an extension of white
dominance seeking to dele-

gitimize black activism. In-
stead of silencing Malema,
such rhetoric amplifies his
influence, creating greater
parliamentary chaos, more
aggressive  confrontations,
and a deeper divide between
the ruling coalition and op-
position factions.

For the DA leader, John
Steenhuisen, the lesson is
clear: words shape politi-
cal realities, and in a fragile
unity government, every
statement must be weighed
carefully. If the DA hopes
to maintain productive gov-
ernance and avoid internal
fractures, it must abandon
inflammatory language and
engage in policy-driven dis-
course rather than personal-
ity-based attacks. The future
of the GNU hinges on the
ability of its leaders to bal-
ance ideological differences
without resorting to rheto-
ric that incites division. The
DA leader must course-cor-
rect immediately, ensuring
that political engagement
remains strategic, respect-
ful, and focused on national
progress - not reckless con-
frontation.
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Shaping Kenya’s Future: Empowering Communities
Through Education

By Rose Muasya
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Driven by a deep passion for
education and an unwaver-
ing commitment to commu-

.............................................. nity service, she stands out
as a beacon of dedication : :
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Worth
Noting:

. Wairimu comes
from a family of educa-
tionists, following in the
footsteps of her parents,
who founded the Rusinga
Schools 50 years ago. Rusin-
ga is a leading international
school in Kenya. In 2012,
Wairimu stepped in as a
school director to help run
it. In this role, she seamless-
ly integrates the corporate
lens and multicultural per-
spectives in her leadership
style.

. “We prepare stu-
dents for a world that is
constantly changing. I have
seen the transformative
power of education from
when a child joins us as a
toddler to when they leave
us and join university after
discovering their talents and
career paths,” she says.

. Her influence also
extends far beyond Rusinga
Schools she wears as the
Chairperson of the Kenya
Association of International
Schools and Vice Chairper-
son of the KEPSA education
board, where she is active in
shaping policies and con-
versations about Kenya’s
education sector and imple-
menting education policies
with the government and
stakeholders to elevate stan-
dards.

She wears many hats, but
one of her most influential
roles is that of an admin-
istrator who has devoted
her life to nurturing and
mentoring children, guid-
ing them toward becoming
well-rounded  individuals.
Her work goes beyond ac-
ademics, shaping young
minds and instilling values
that empower them to thrive
in all aspects of life.

Every day, she wakes up with
an agenda: to run a school
and help shape the minds of
young learners so they can
become  problem-solvers
and compassionate global
citizens.

Wairimu comes from a fam-
ily of educationists, follow-
ing in the footsteps of her
parents, who founded the
Rusinga Schools 50 years
ago. Rusinga is a leading in-
ternational school in Kenya.
In 2012, Wairimu stepped in
as a school director to help
run it. In this role, she seam-
lessly integrates the corpo-
rate lens and multicultural
perspectives in her leader-
ship style.

“We prepare students for
a world that is constant-
ly changing. I have seen
the transformative power
of education from when a
child joins us as a toddler to
when they leave us and join
university after discover-
ing their talents and career
paths,” she says.

Her influence also extends
far beyond Rusinga Schools
she wears as the Chair-
person of the Kenya As-
sociation of International
Schools and Vice Chairper-
son of the KEPSA education
board, where she is active in
shaping policies and con-
versations about Kenya’s
education sector and imple-
menting education policies
with the government and
stakeholders to elevate stan-
dards.

With each lesson, project,
and conversation, her time
is spent with other leaders,
comparing notes on how
to shape young minds fur-
ther and bridge cultures.
Wairimu believes that policy
is the backbone of a strong
education system, and she is
actively involved in formu-
lating it.

In addition to education,
Wairimu is passionate about
addressing the challeng-
es of climate change. With
UNICEF reports highlight-

Club
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ing the devastating impact of
climate crises on children’s
education, Wairimu under-
stands the urgency of action.
(Reports for reference in the
article: The Kenya Sub-Na-
tional Children’s Climate
and Disaster Risk Model
(CCRI-DRM) and Global
Snapshot of Climate-Related
School Disruptions in 2024)
The analysis shows that over
two million learners in Ken-
ya were affected by school
closures in 2024 due to dam-
aged school infrastructures,
loss of teaching and learning
materials caused by heavy
rains, and flooding during
the long rainy season.

As an active participant in
school management boards
and associations, Wairimu
says this has given her cen-
tral involvement in key edu-
cation policies. She has also
learned that the tough times
in the education sector have
given her valuable lessons
for managing Rotary volun-
teers.

Later this year, on July 1st,
Wairimu will become a
District Governor of Rota-
ry clubs in Kenya, Ethiopia,
South Sudan, and Eritrea.
Rotary is a voluntary or-
ganization with over 1.2
million members in 36,000
Rotary clubs worldwide. Ro-
tary focuses on seven areas:
basic education and literacy,
polio eradication, Peace and
conflict prevention/resolu-
tion, and disease prevention
and treatment.

Wairimu hopes to increase
the impact of humanitarian
work in volunteer organi-
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zations and strengthen the
capacity of communities
to support basic education
and literacy, reduce gender
disparity in education, and
increase adult literacy.

She is committed to sup-
porting education for all
children and literacy for
children and adults as she
prepares to take over as
the second woman District
Governor of District 9212.
Through her involvement
with Rotary, Wairimu cham-
pions projects that provide
essential support to vulnera-
ble communities. She is con-
fident that serving as the Di-
rector Governor for District
9212 will foster meaningful
engagement in community
service and international
collaborations, a chance to
spread a smile, share love,
and create impact.

In April 2024, Rotary clubs
in Kenya rallied to provide
food and other donations
that supported the children
affected by the loss of their
facilities to ensure continui-
ty of learning.

From rebuilding infrastruc-
ture in flood-prone areas to
implementing WASH pro-
grams that ensure access to
clean water and menstrual
hygiene, Wairimu prioritiz-
es the dignity and well-be-
ing of children.

“The WASH projects also
include menstrual hygiene
for the girls,” she emphasiz-
es, demonstrating her com-
mitment to empowering
girls through education. She
explains that Rotary’s vision
extends to addressing food
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security ~through school
feeding  programs  and
promoting environmen-

tal sustainability through
tree-planting initiatives.
Wairimu explains that the
school feeding programs,
either short-term or long-
term, help retain children;
a child will go to school be-
cause they know there will
be a meal.

As Rotary celebrates 100
years of service in Africa,
she is also actively involved
in this environmental ini-
tiative to plant trees to con-
serve Nature.

Wairimu notes that the cur-
rent campaign encourages
members to create a digi-
tal map to track where the
trees are and monitor their

growth easily.
“This  project  involved
school children learning

how to take care of trees.
We also have been focusing
on the mangrove reaffor-
estation, which several clubs
have been involved in,” says
Wairimu.

Rotary strongly advocates
for digital literacy, support-
ing the implementation of
modular digital laboratories
in schools. Furthermore,
Wairimu recognizes

the importance of mentor-
ship and scholarships, em-
powering students to reach
their full potential.

Looking ahead to her
term as District Governor,
Wairimu plans to continue
supporting education proj-
ects, focusing on climate re-
silience and accessibility for
students with special needs.
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“We look forward to part-
nering with other institu-
tions and organizations or
individuals who can help
us implement the projects,’
she said, adding this collab-
orative approach is a golden
chance to impact communi-
ties forever.

Away from the education
space, she unwinds with a
good book and watching
law and crime series. She
also deeply values personal
growth and nurturing rela-
tionships. She encourages
women to “focus on them-
selves and others, nurturing
important relationships by
being present for others.”
Her commitment to em-
powering communities and
shaping a brighter future for
Kenya highlights women’s
leadership’s profound and
lasting impact.

“As a powerful advocate for
education and a mentor, I
am passionate about holding
a sister’s hand and walking
with her through the maze
of education, management,
volunteers and life,” she con-
cluded.



G T: Dinspora Times G1ovoal EEETENIEITD 13

IN BUSINESS

The Mount Kenya Times

+254 724 439 949, +254 720918 828, +254 721 103 040, +254 713 318 438
website: https://mountkenyatimes.co.ke

For All your Advertisement needs
Email: ads@mountkenyatimes.co.ke
diasporaglobalnews@yahoo.com / diasporaglobalnews@gmail.com
FacebooK: https://www.facebook.com/DiasporaGlobal
Twitter: https://twitter.com/DiasporaGloball
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/diaspora-global-1al15ab210/
Intagram: @DiasporaGloball, TikTok: @DiasporaGlobal
YouTube: Diaspora Global




DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL
SAT-FRI: May 24 - May 30, 2025

The Diaspora Times GlEdbal

BIG READ

WORLD

Sovereignty Under Assault: Trump’s Reckless
Meddling in South Africa’s Land Question

™
By: Silas Mwaudasheni Nande
O @themtkenyatimes

Contd from Page 1

Worth
Noting:

. To grasp the com-
plexities of South Africa’s
land discourse, one must
journey back through centu-
ries of colonial conquest and
apartheid-era injustices. The
1913 Natives Land Act, a
foundational pillar of racial
segregation, legally stripped
the Black majority of their
ancestral lands, limiting
their ownership to a mere
7% of the country’s territory.
. This was further
entrenched by the 1936
Native Trust and Land Act,
which expanded this to a
meager 13%. Millions were
forcibly removed from their
homes, dispossessed of their
livelihoods, and relegated

to impoverished ‘reserves’
or ‘homelands.’ This sys-
temic dispossession created
the deep-seated economic
inequality that continues to
plague South Africa today.

. The democratic
transition in 1994, while a
monumental achievement,
did not immediately rectify
these historical injustices.

3

narratives propagated by
certain right-wing elements
globally.

The Specter of Interference:
A Violation of International
Law

At the heart of the interna-
tional order lies the prin-
ciple of state sovereignty, a
cornerstone of the Westpha-
lian system. This principle,
enshrined in the UN Char-
ter, dictates that each state
has exclusive authority over
its internal affairs and that
other states should refrain
from intervening in them.
Trump’s theatrical display
was not merely an ill-in-
formed gaffe; it was a delib-
erate and public attempt to
dictate domestic policy to a
sovereign nation, based on
demonstrably false pretens-
es.

The United States, as a sig-
natory to numerous inter-
national conventions and a
vocal proponent of democ-
racy, should uphold, not un-
dermine, these foundational
principles. Yet, Trump’s ac-
tions, including the alleged
offering of refuge to white
South  African farmers
based on ‘racial discrimina-
tion claims’ which Pretoria
deems baseless, and even
the reported cutting of US
assistance, clearly indicate
a coercive intent. This goes
beyond legitimate diplo-
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matic discourse and crosses
into the realm of prohibited
intervention under interna-
tional law. Such unilateral
pronouncements, especially
when driven by a domestic
political agenda and devoid
of factual grounding, set a
dangerous precedent for in-
ternational relations, threat-
ening to destabilize global
cooperation and foster re-
sentment.

Unpacking the Land Ques-
tion: A Legacy of Disposses-
sion

To grasp the complexities
of South Africas land dis-
course, one must journey
back through centuries of
colonial conquest and apart-
heid-era injustices. The 1913
Natives Land Act, a founda-
tional pillar of racial segre-
gation, legally stripped the
Black majority of their an-
cestral lands, limiting their
ownership to a mere 7% of
the country’s territory. This
was further entrenched by
the 1936 Native Trust and
Land Act, which expand-
ed this to a meager 13%.
Millions were forcibly re-
moved from their homes,
dispossessed of their live-
lihoods, and relegated to
impoverished ‘reserves’ or
‘homelands. This systemic
dispossession created the
deep-seated economic in-
equality that continues to

plague South Africa today.

The democratic transition in
1994, while a monumental
achievement, did not im-
mediately rectify these his-
torical injustices. The land
question remains a deeply
emotional and politically
charged issue, central to the
ongoing struggle for true
social and economic justice.
Land reform in South Af-
rica is not about targeting
a specific racial group; it is
a long-overdue attempt to
address the historical im-
balances of land ownership
and ensure a more equitable
distribution of resources for
all citizens, irrespective of
race. The South African gov-
ernment’s current policy on
land expropriation without
compensation is a nuanced
and contentious issue, de-
bated within the country’s
democratic institutions.
It is not, as Trump falsely
claimed, a policy of seizing
land and then orchestrating
the murder of its owners.

The Misinformation Ma-
chine:  Debunking  the
‘White Genocide’ Myth

The narrative of ‘white geno-
cide’ in South Africa, ampli-
fied by Trump and various
right-wing media outlets,
is a dangerous fabrication.
It is a carefully constructed
disinformation ~ campaign
designed to stoke racial fear

and undermine legitimate
efforts at land reform. While
farm attacks and murders
are a tragic reality in South
Africa, as they are in any
country with high crime
rates, the assertion that
white farmers are being sys-
tematically targeted for ex-
termination is patently false
and deeply irresponsible.
Let us examine the statistical
realities, which paint a very
different picture from the
one Trump presented:

Overall Crime Rates: South
Africa has a disturbingly
high overall crime rate, and
violence affects all commu-
nities, regardless of race. The
majority of murder victims
in South Africa are Black,
reflecting the demographic
composition of the country
and the disproportionate
impact of crime on margin-
alized communities.

Farm Murders in Con-
text: While every life lost
is a tragedy, the number of
farm murders, when viewed
against the national murder
rate, is not indicative of a
genocide. Reliable data from
organizations like AgriSA
and the South African Police
Service (SAPS) consistently
show that while farm attacks
are a serious concern, the
numbers fluctuate and do
not support claims of a tar-

geted, systematic extermi-
nation. For instance, in the
period between 2017 and
2018, AgriSA reported 47
farm murders, which trans-
lates to roughly one every
eight days. This figure, while
tragic, pales in comparison
to the average of nearly 50
murders per day across the
entire country.

Motive: Investigations into
farm attacks have consis-
tently found that the pri-
mary motive is robbery, not
racial hatred. While racial
slurs or discriminatory acts
may occur in isolated inci-
dents, they do not constitute
the overarching motivation
for the vast majority of these
crimes. A 2001 committee of
inquiry, for example, found
that robbery was the motive
for the vast majority of the
2,700 attacks studied, with
racial motives accounting
for a mere two percent.

Disproportionate  Impact:
Furthermore, it is crucial to
recognize that farm attacks
affect farmers of all races,
as well as farmworkers. The
narrative of ‘white genocide’
conveniently ignores the suf-
fering of Black farmworkers
who are also victims of vio-

Contd Page 15
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Worth
Noting:

. Overall Crime
Rates: South Africa hasa
disturbingly high overall
crime rate, and violence
affects all communities,
regardless of race. The
majority of murder victims
in South Africa are Black,
reflecting the demographic
composition of the country
and the disproportionate
impact of crime on margin-
alized communities.

. Farm Murders in
Context: While every life
lost is a tragedy, the num-
ber of farm murders, when
viewed against the national
murder rate, is not indica-
tive of a genocide. Reliable
data from organizations
like AgriSA and the South
African Police Service
(SAPS) consistently show
that while farm attacks are a
serious concern, the num-
bers fluctuate and do not
support claims of a targeted,
systematic extermination.
For instance, in the period
between 2017 and 2018,
AgriSA reported 47 farm
murders, which translates
to roughly one every eight
days. This figure, while
tragic, pales in comparison
to the average of nearly 50
murders per day across the
entire country.

lence, often at higher rates,
and who have historically
faced significant abuse and
exploitation on farms.

The selective presentation
of data and the deliberate
misrepresentation of isolat-
ed incidents as evidence of
a widespread genocide serve
only to inflame racial ten-
sions and distract from the
very real challenges of crime
and inequality that South
Africa grapples with. This
exaggeration, peddled by
figures like Trump, actively
deteriorates South African
peace by fostering divisions
and undermining trust be-
tween communities. It fuels
a dangerous sense of vic-
timhood among a minority
group, while simultaneously
ignoring the historical injus-
tices faced by the majority.

The Incendiary Rhetoric of
Julius Malema: A Separate,
Though Related, Issue

Trump’s decision to play
a video of Julius Malema,
leader of the Economic
Freedom Fighters (EFF),
reportedly saying South Af-
ricans have to ‘occupy land
by force and even kill for the
land, further illustrates his
intent to sensationalize and
misrepresent. While Male-
mas rhetoric is undeniably
provocative and has been
condemned by many within
South Africa for its inflam-
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matory nature, it is crucial
to understand its context
and avoid conflating it with
the official policy or intent
of the South African gov-
ernment.

Malema’s pronouncements
are often delivered in the
context of political rallies
and reflect a radical view-
point on land redistribution.
His party, the EFE advo-
cates for a more aggressive
approach to land expropri-
ation. However, Malema’s
words, while concerning, do
not represent the policy of
the ruling African National
Congress (ANC) govern-
ment, nor do they reflect
the overall sentiment of the
South African population.
President Ramaphosa him-
self has consistently dis-
tanced his government from
such calls for violence, em-
phasizing a commitment to
constitutional processes and
peaceful land reform. The
South African government
has repeatedly stated that
it is ‘completely opposed”
to the behavior alleged by
Trump and that such actions
are “not government policy’
To equate Malema’s rhetoric
with a government-sanc-
tioned genocide is a mali-
cious distortion. It is akin
to taking the extreme views
of a fringe political figure
in any democratic country
and presenting them as the

official policy of that nation.
This tactic is designed to
create fear and justify exter-
nal interference, rather than
engage with the complexi-
ties of democratic discourse.

The Real Cost of Reckless
Intervention

Trump’s  actions  have
far-reaching negative conse-
quences:

Undermining South Afri-
can Democracy: By casting
doubt on the legitimacy of
South Africas democratic
processes and its handling
of internal affairs, Trump
undermines the very insti-
tutions that are striving to
address historical injustices
and build a more equitable
society.

Exacerbating Racial Ten-
sions: The ‘white genocide’
narrative, amplified by a
figure of Trump’s stature, in-
flames racial tensions within
South Africa and plays into
the hands of those who seek
to divide rather than unite. It
risks reigniting old wounds
and hindering genuine rec-
onciliation efforts.

Damaging Diplomatic Re-
lations: Such a public and
disrespectful confrontation
damages the vital diplomat-
ic relationship between the
United States and South Af-

rica, a key African democra-
cy. This could have negative
implications for cooperation
on critical issues, from trade
and investment to regional
security.

Emboldening Extremist El-
ements: By legitimizing un-
substantiated claims, Trump
inadvertently  emboldens
extremist elements both
within South Africa and in-
ternationally who subscribe
to racist ideologies and seek
to destabilize the country.

Distorting Global Percep-
tions: The spread of mis-
information about South
Africas land issue distorts
global perceptions, poten-
tially deterring investment
and tourism, and isolating
a nation that is striving for
progress.

A Call for Respect and Re-
sponsibility

The United States, under any
administration, has a moral
and diplomatic obligation to
engage with sovereign na-
tions like South Africa with
respect, understanding, and
a commitment to factual
accuracy. This means recog-
nizing the historical context
of challenges, supporting
democratic processes, and
refraining from propagating
divisive and baseless narra-
tives.
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Instead of playing into sensa-
tionalist fears, international
actors should support South
Africa’s efforts to address the
deeply rooted inequalities
stemming from apartheid.
This means understanding
the complexities of land re-
form as a constitutional and
democratic process, rather
than demonizing it as a ra-
cially motivated campaign.
It means acknowledging the
genuine efforts of the South
African government to en-
sure justice and reconcilia-
tion for all its citizens.

The international communi-
ty must unequivocally con-
demn such blatant disregard
for state sovereignty and the
dissemination of dangerous
misinformation. The peace
and stability of South Africa,
and indeed the integrity of
the international system, de-
pend on it. Donald Trump’s
theatrical performance in
the Oval Office was not an
act of concern; it was an act
of reckless interference that
threatens to destabilize a na-
tion striving for justice and
reconciliation. It is a stark
reminder that responsible
international  engagement
demands respect for sover-
eignty, adherence to facts,
and a commitment to fos-
tering, not fracturing, peace.
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Diplomatic Submissiveness In The Oval Office:
Lessons For Future African Leaders

™
By: Silas Mwaudasheni Nande
O @themtkenyatimes

Worth
Noting:

. When Volodymyr
Zelensky assumed of-

fice in Ukraine, he faced
significant pressure to
maintain strong ties with
the United States, which
had provided military
support to counter Rus-
sian aggression. His visit
to the Oval Office in Feb-
ruary 2025 was expected
to focus on strengthening
Ukraine’s security posi-
tion, but instead, he was
subjected to unexpected
criticism and coercion by
Trump and Vice President
J.D. Vance.

. Trump’s diplomat-
ic strategy in this meeting
was blunt and unfor-
giving, demanding that
Zelensky express grati-
tude more explicitly for
U.S. support while subtly
pressuring him to align
Ukraine’s foreign policy
decisions with American
interests. The meeting
quickly became a polit-
ical spectacle, televised
and widely discussed,
with Zelensky struggling
to navigate the moment
without provoking
Trump’s ire.

Introduction

The Oval Office has long been re-
garded as a symbolic arena where
world leaders engage in diplomatic
negotiations that shape global geo-
politics. However, under Donald
Trump’s presidency, the nature of
these meetings shifted from dip-
lomatic exchange to political con-
frontation, often leaving leaders
from smaller nations in a precari-
ous position. Rather than fostering
mutual respect, interactions with
Trump frequently devolved into
spectacles where leaders found
themselves pressured, undermined,
or publicly scrutinized.

This article examines two signifi-
cant instances of perceived submis-

siveness: Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky’s
encounter with President
Donald Trump, and South
African President Cyril Ra-
maphosas tense diplomatic
meeting. Their respons-
es - or lack thereof - raise
important questions about
the negotiation strategies of
weaker nations when engag-
ing with dominant global
powers.

Moving forward, future
African leaders must learn
from these examples and
develop a diplomatic stance
that upholds national dig-
nity while maintaining
strategic engagement. By
understanding the political
mechanics behind Trump’s
confrontational  approach
and analyzing pathways for
stronger leadership, African
nations can avoid being sub-
jected to humiliation and
submission in global politi-
cal discussions.

The Zelensky Precedent: A
Lesson in Political Vulnera-
bility

When Volodymyr Zelensky
assumed office in Ukraine,
he faced significant pressure
to maintain strong ties with
the United States, which had
provided military support to
counter Russian aggression.
His visit to the Oval Office in
February 2025 was expected
to focus on strengthening
Ukraine’s security position,
but instead, he was subject-
ed to unexpected criticism
and coercion by Trump and
Vice President J.D. Vance.
Trump’s diplomatic strategy
in this meeting was blunt
and unforgiving, demand-
ing that Zelensky express
gratitude more explicitly
for U.S. support while sub-
tly pressuring him to align
Ukraine’s foreign policy de-
cisions with American in-
terests. The meeting quickly
became a political spectacle,
televised and widely dis-
cussed, with Zelensky strug-
gling to navigate the mo-
ment without provoking
Trump’s ire.

Why Zelensky’s Approach
Was Considered Submissive
1. Failure to Redirect
the Narrative - Zelensky did
not proactively reshape the
conversation to emphasize
Ukraine’s independent sov-
ereignty or strategic role in
global security.

2. Visible Discomfort
- His restrained responses
suggested hesitation and
uncertainty, reinforcing per-
ceptions of submissiveness.

3. No Counter-Lever-
age - Ukraine’s dependence
on U.S. military aid weak-
ened Zelensky’s ability to
assert his country’s interests
forcefully.

Ultimately, the meeting
served as a cautionary tale
for weaker nations: enter-
ing negotiations with domi-
nant countries without clear
leverage often results in a
power imbalance that favors

the stronger party.
Ramaphosas Oval Office
Ambush: A Test of African
Diplomacy

Unlike Zelensky, Cyril Ra-
maphosa visited the White
House with different ex-
pectations - his meeting
was primarily intended to
discuss U.S.-Africa trade
relations. However, Trump
shifted the agenda towards
racial tensions in South Af-
rica, introducing a narrative
that aligned with far-right
claims of ‘white genocide’
Trump’s calculated media
performance included dim-
ming the lights and pre-
senting a video compilation
filled with extremist rhet-
oric, designed to provoke
Ramaphosa and place him
in a defensive position. His
response, though diplomati-
cally cautious, was perceived
as weak, failing to challenge
the misinformation directly
or reposition the discussion
towards economic develop-
ment.

How Ramaphosa Could
Have Managed the Situation
Differently

. Confront the Mis-
information - A direct refu-
tation, backed by statistical
evidence and policy records,
could have neutralized the
false narrative.

. Redirect the Fo-
cus - Steering the discussion
toward bilateral trade agree-
ments would have prevented
the meeting from becoming
a racialized controversy.

. Assert African Sov-
ereignty - By clearly stating
that South Africa would not
entertain externally driven
ideological debates, Rama-
phosa could have demon-
strated stronger diplomatic
control.

His reaction, while strategic
in avoiding confrontation,
reinforced the perception
that African leaders struggle
to push back against global
narratives imposed upon
them - a lesson for future
diplomatic engagements.

The Anatomy of Diplomatic
Submissiveness

Examining both incidents
reveals common factors that

contribute to diplomatic
submissiveness:
. Power Imbalance -

Nations that rely on foreign
aid or security assistance
often have fewer options for
resistance in high-stakes ne-
gotiations.
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. Media ~ Manipu-
lation - Leaders who enter
televised negotiations risk
being exposed to public
scrutiny, limiting their abil-
ity to respond assertively.

. Economic Lever-
age - The U.S. frequently
uses economic dependen-
cy to pressure leaders into
compliance.

. Political ~ Optics
- Diplomats must balance
internal political stability
with external diplomatic en-
gagements, often choosing
restraint over confrontation.
Recognizing these dynamics
is essential for African lead-
ers preparing for future en-
counters in global forums.

Lessons for Future African
Leaders

African leaders must devel-
op a proactive diplomatic
strategy that ensures nation-
al dignity, economic inde-
pendence, and policy clarity
when engaging with dom-
inant political figures. Key
strategies include:

1. Establish Clear Diplomat-
ic Boundaries

. Enter negotiations
with defined objectives - re-
fuse to engage in discussions
that deviate into political
ambushes.

. Insist on agen-
da-setting privileges, ensur-
ing that diplomatic engage-

ments remain focused on
constructive dialogue.

2. Strengthen Regional Sol-
idarity

. A unified African
stance on key global issues
enhances collective bargain-
ing power.

. The African Union
(AU) should play a more
assertive diplomatic role,
reducing individual nations’
vulnerability.

3. Diversify Economic Part-
nerships

. Dependence  on
U.S. trade agreements weak-
ens Africas negotiation
stance - leaders must diver-
sify economic alliances with
China, the EU, and intra-Af-
rican markets.

. Strengthening re-
gional economies ensures
greater financial autonomy,
limiting external pressure.
4. Master Strategic Commu-
nication

. Leaders must con-
trol the narrative - using
strong, fact-based argu-

ments prevents misrepre-
sentation in political en-
gagements.

. Training in media
management and crisis re-
sponse equips African dip-
lomats with tools to counter
manipulative discussions.

5. Demand Mutual Respect
in Diplomatic Engagements
. African  leaders

must assert their sovereignty
in global negotiations.

. Reject unequal
diplomatic protocols that
perpetuate power imbalanc-
es - insist on equal dialogue
structures.

Conclusion: Redefining Af-
rican Diplomacy

The encounters of Zelensky
and Ramaphosa underscore
the need for African leaders
to rethink their diplomatic
strategies. The next African
leader to visit the Oval Of-
fice must prepare to count-
er political theatrics, refuse
submission, and uphold na-
tional dignity without fear.
By establishing clear diplo-
matic boundaries, strength-
ening regional solidarity,
diversifying economic part-
nerships, mastering com-
munication, and demanding
mutual respect, African na-
tions can ensure sovereign
representation in global af-
fairs.

Future African leadership
must be bold, strategic, and
unwavering, refusing to en-
tertain manipulative power
dynamics disguised as di-
plomacy. The next visit to
the Oval Office must not be
an act of submission, but an
assertion of African strength
and independence.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky’s encounter with President Donald Trump



CE T Diaspora Times Gledval G TR 17

A Beautiful Wildlife Haven

g T

, . r.

EXPLORE - EXPERIENCE - CONSERVE &

O DO Kenya Wildlife Service www.kws.go.ke Karibu, Tutunze Pamoja!

For All your Advertisement needs
Email: ads@mountkenyatimes.co.ke
diasporaglobalnews@yahoo.com / diasporaglobalnews@gmail.com
FacebooK: https://www.facebook.com/DiasporaGlobal
Twitter: https://twitter.com/DiasporaGloball
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/diaspora-global-1a15ab210/
Intagram: @DiasporaGloball, TikTok: @DiasporaGlobal
YouTube: Diaspora Global




DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL
SAT-FRI: May 24 - May 30, 2025

The Diaspora Times GlEdbal

DIASPORA NEWS

Diaspora

Beyond the tarift wars: Why the Global South must
rethink trade alliances

By: ONYANGO K’ONYANGO
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. President Trump
described the move as a
“strategic recalibration” to
give U.S. businesses room to
adjust, while Chinese officials
emphasized the mutual ben-
efits of a “balanced and fair”
trade relationship. The initial
reductions—set to begin within
60 days—will primarily target
industrial goods and critical
supply chain components. This
softening of Trump’s previ-
ously uncompromising stance
suggests a rare convergence

of interest in global economic
stability.

. The Geneva talks—
held under the auspices of

the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO)—offered a faint
glimmer of hope amid rising
tensions. Though no binding
agreement was reached, both
sides committed to keeping
diplomatic channels open

and advancing de-escalation
through technical negotiations
and sector-specific discussions.
China expressed concern about
the disproportionate nature

of U.S. tariffs and their global
spillover effects, while the U.S.
reiterated that its measures are
essential for national economic
security. The outcome may not
have delivered concrete policy
shifts, but it marked a shift in
tone—from confrontation to
guarded pragmatism.

Since returning to the White
House for his second term,
President Donald Trump has
revived his hallmark “Amer-
ica First” economic doc-
trine—this time with even
greater intensity. Central to
this approach was a bold tar-
iff plan: a proposed 10% uni-
versal tariff on all imports
and a staggering 145% levy
on Chinese goods. Propo-
nents argued these measures
would revitalize American
industry and reduce reli-
ance on foreign manufac-
turing. However, the global
response—especially from
the Global South—has been
one of deep concern, as such
policies risk unraveling sup-
ply chains, increasing costs,
and exposing vulnerable
economies to severe shocks.
In a significant turn of
events, the recent Geneva
talks between the United
States and China yielded an
unexpected breakthrough.
After months of escalating
rhetoric and retaliatory tar-
iffs—reciprocal rates had
surged past 125%—both
nations agreed to a phased
reduction of select tariffs,
aimed at stabilizing global
markets and restoring some
degree of predictability to
international trade. While
broader structural issues re-
main unresolved, and both
sides stopped short of a full
rollback, the Geneva agree-
ment marked a tentative
de-escalation that analysts
hope will prevent a full-
blown trade crisis.

President Trump described
the move as a “strategic reca-
libration” to give U.S. busi-
nesses room to adjust, while
Chinese officials empha-
sized the mutual benefits of
a “balanced and fair” trade
relationship. The initial re-
ductions—set to begin with-
in 60 days—will primarily
target industrial goods and
critical supply chain com-
ponents. This softening of
Trump’s previously uncom-
promising stance suggests a
rare convergence of interest
in global economic stability.
The Geneva talks—held
under the auspices of the
World Trade Organization
(WTO)—offered a faint
glimmer of hope amid ris-
ing tensions. Though no
binding agreement was
reached, both sides commit-
ted to keeping diplomatic
channels open and advanc-
ing de-escalation through
technical negotiations and
sector-specific discussions.
China expressed concern
about the disproportionate
nature of U.S. tariffs and
their global spillover effects,
while the U.S. reiterated that
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Chinese President Xi Jinping shakes hands with Kenyan President William Ruto at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, capital of

China, April 24, 2025.

its measures are essential for
national economic security.
The outcome may not have
delivered concrete policy
shifts, but it marked a shift
in tone—from confronta-
tion to guarded pragmatism.
Yet, these discussions un-
derscored another unset-
tling reality: the margin-
alization of developing
countries in major trade ne-
gotiations. African nations,
in particular, remain on the
sidelines, despite being dis-
proportionately affected by
the economic volatility such
disputes  generate. More
troubling is Africas in-
creasing absence from U.S.
economic diplomacy under
Trump’s renewed adminis-
tration. While leaders from
Europe, Asia, and the Amer-
icas feature prominently in
high-level discussions, Af-
rica’s representation remains
minimal. This is especially
alarming given that the Afri-
can Growth and Opportuni-
ty Act (AGOA)—a key pillar
of U.S.—Africa trade—is set
to expire in less than four
months. If AGOA lapses
without renewal or replace-
ment, it would deal a severe
blow to African exports,
stripping them of preferen-
tial market access.

Against this backdrop, Af-
rican countries and the
broader Global South must
reconsider the architecture
of their trade relations. The
answer is not disengage-
ment from the US. or any
one partner, but diversifi-

cation—broadening  trade
relationships to enhance re-
silience and reduce vulner-
ability to external shocks. If
the US. continues to turn
inward, the Global South
must increasingly turn to
each other—and to global
partners committed to mul-
tilateral cooperation.

The contrast with other re-
gions is striking. Within
the European Union, in-
tra-regional trade accounts
for more than 50% of total
trade—and exceeds 75%
in countries like Luxem-
bourg and Czechia. ASE-
AN, though less integrated,
maintains intra-regional
trade at around 21.5%. In
comparison, intra-African
trade remains at a paltry
16%. This disparity reflects
a fundamental structural
weakness: Africa trades far
more with external partners
than within its own borders,
making it particularly vul-
nerable to global crises, tar-
iff shocks, and geopolitical
tensions.

The African Continental
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA),
launched in 2021, offers a
critical path forward. If ful-
ly implemented, it could
significantly increase in-
tra-African trade, support
industrialization, and create
a single continental mar-
ket for goods and services.
However, this will require
investment in infrastruc-
ture, harmonization of reg-
ulations, and political will
to dismantle non-tarift bar-

riers.

China has already stepped
forward with initiatives such
as the Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI) and the Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation
(FOCAC), aiming to help
close Africas $100 billion
annual infrastructure gap.
While these partnerships
come with their own chal-
lenges, they reflect the kind
of long-term, multilateral
commitments that many
African countries seek. Eu-
rope, too, is reassessing its
alliances and expanding be-
yond traditional partners in
response to U.S.-China ten-
sions. The Geneva talks only
reinforce the urgency for
global actors to engage more
meaningfully with the Glob-
al South—ideally through
partnerships that prioritize

sustainable  development,
not just geopolitical maneu-
vering.

Trump’s tariff-first strategy
should serve as a wake-up
call. Trade policy driven by
nationalism and isolation-
ism may appear attractive
in the short term but often
triggers global ripple effects,
particularly in export-de-
pendent regions like South-
east Asia, Latin America,
and Africa. Tariffs may seem
to bolster domestic indus-
tries, but they function as a
tax on consumption—rais-
ing costs for businesses and
consumers alike, and poten-
tially fueling inflation.

Moreover, international
trade is never a one-way

street. Sweeping U.S. tar-
iffs have already provoked
retaliation. The EU, China,
and other global powers
have signaled or implement-
ed countermeasures. These
tit-for-tat spiral echoes the
disastrous trade wars of
the 1930s, which deepened
the Great Depression and
choked off global com-
merce. In today’s intercon-
nected world, such a sce-
nario would be even more
destructive—especially for
nations on the periphery of
global trade.

In the end, Africa and other
Global South nations must
seize this moment to reca-
librate. They must deepen
regional integration, expand
intra-regional trade, and
seek out partners that prior-
itize cooperation over con-
frontation. The current cri-
sis is both a warning and an
opportunity: to build a more
self-reliant, diversified, and
resilient trade ecosystem
capable of weathering the
storms of great-power rival-
ry.

The future of global trade
will not be determined sole-
ly in Washington or Bei-
jing—but also in how deci-
sively Africa and its Global
South partners choose to
shape their own economic
destinies.

The writer is a Journalist and
Communication consultant
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For Kenya’s prosperity, counties must be
industry-centric

What makes it worse is that the same keeps on being increased frequently with exorbitant percentage
rates of even up to 300%.

By Tobias Alando
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. On the converse,
businesses are facing a
myriad of challenges such
as low levels of public
participation, insufficient
allocation of resources to
facilitate critical county
functions, subsequently
impacting effective and
efficient service delivery,
good governance and eco-
nomic development.

. Let us look at
where we are, starting
with county industrial
competitiveness. One of
the top key issues busi-
nesses have overwhelm-
ingly identified that has
led to increased costs is
costs related to movement
of goods now famously
known as ‘county move-
ment taxes. Article 209
(4)(5) of the Constitution
mandates that Counties’
revenue raising powers
should not jeopardize na-
tional economic policies
or activities across coun-
ties. Unfortunately, coun-
ties continue to impose
exorbitant inter county
fees, levies and charges in
addition to business ser-
vice permits. This has re-
sulted to increased cost of
doing business in counties
and across counties and
disrupts the flow of goods
to consumers across coun-
ties and country.

Twelve years since Kenya
ushered in the devolved
system of government, the
fruits have been bittersweet
for businesses. Today, we
need to pause and take stock
from 2013, Where are we
now? Have we fulfilled that
promise? What does suc-
cess truly look like and how
do we translate the dream
of devolution into a lived
reality for our citizens, our
industries and Kenya’s pros-
perity?

On the positive side, devo-
lution has brought services
closer to the people and en-
hanced citizens participa-
tion in governance. For Ken-
yas manufacturing sector,
devolution came with hope.
Hope for enhanced access to
resources. Hope for a surge
in economic opportunities
at the county level. Hope for
increased focus on develop-
ing local industries and en-
hanced value chain linkages
as well as streamlined op-
erations driven by efficient
governance.

On the converse, businesses
are facing a myriad of chal-
lenges such as low levels of
public participation, insuffi-
cient allocation of resources
to facilitate critical county
functions, subsequently im-
pacting effective and efhi-
cient service delivery, good
governance and economic
development.

Let us look at where we are,
starting with county indus-
trial competitiveness. One
of the top key issues busi-
nesses have overwhelmingly
identified that has led to in-
creased costs is costs related
to movement of goods now
famously known as ‘coun-
ty movement taxes. Article
209 (4)(5) of the Constitu-
tion mandates that Coun-
ties’ revenue raising powers
should not jeopardize na-
tional economic policies or
activities across counties.
Unfortunately, counties con-
tinue to impose exorbitant
inter county fees, levies and
charges in addition to busi-
ness service permits. This
has resulted to increased
cost of doing business in
counties and across coun-
ties and disrupts the flow of
goods to consumers across
counties and country. The
most affected being micro
and small businesses who
are unable to pay each coun-
ty such fees.

Such fees take the form of
offloading fees in market
and non-market areas in-
cluding private facilities or
depots in other counties,

annual registration fees for
vehicles (all lorries, can-
ters, and pickups), cess fees,
branding fees, advertise-
ment fees, among a long list
of other fees and charges.
Another example is trans-
port cess which costs up
to Ksh. 2,000 per truck,
charged on containers trans-
porting raw materials from
the Inland Container De-
pot (ICD) or the Container
Freight Stations (CFS) to
industries and imports that
have already been subject-
ed to statutory customs du-
ties. Thereafter, the finished
goods are then subjected to
an additional cess fee upon
exit — this constitutes double
taxation.

What makes it worse is that
the same keeps on being in-
creased frequently with ex-
orbitant percentage rates of
even up to 300%. This has
affected operational plan-
ning predictability of manu-
facturers in the country. For
businesses to thrive predict-
ability is critical.

However, the move by Senate
to pass the County Licens-
ing (Uniform Procedures)
Act, 2024, has given hope to
businesses that Government
is making an effort to tack-
le the county fees challenge
through the law assented by
the President on 28th June
2024. The main purpose of
the Act is to establish stan-
dard uniform procedures
for licensing by county gov-
ernments. The Act will go a
long way in ensuring unifor-
mity and consistency in the
imposition of fees and levies
at the county level. To make
the Act fully operational,
government is in the pro-
cess of enacting Regulations
to guide the implementa-
tion of the Act. Further, the
Council of Governors is also
developing strategies and
guidelines for the Counties
for the harmonization of
licensing regulations, pro-
cedures, requirements and
fee structures to ensure free-
dom of transit of goods and
provision of services across
various counties.

Another challenge facing
businesses in the counties
is investment uncertainty
due to frequent changes in
taxes, particularly through
the County Finance Acts,
which create an unpredict-
able business environment,
leading to instability for in-
vestors. Subsequently, our
competitiveness as a coun-
try is eroded, placing Kenya
at a disadvantaged point,
compared to East African

Tobias Alando is the is the Chief Executive of Kenya Association of Manufacturers.

Community (EAC) partner
states, which collectively
implement a more stream-
lined tariff structure under
the EAC Common External
Tariff (EAC CET).

With this picture in mind,
what does successful devo-
lution look like for Kenya’s
manufacturing sector?

The devolved system of
government, if correctly
implemented, is a powerful
economic tool that can spur
industrial growth and trans-
form Kenya into an indus-
try-led economy. However,
realizing this vision requires
deliberate action. First, we
need a harmonised regulato-
ry and tax framework. This
will enable businesses to
operate under a consistent,
stable and predictable envi-
ronment across countries,
reducing the heavy compli-
ance burden and facilitat-
ing smooth cross-country
operations. Secondly, are
predictable and transparent
county processes. It is criti-
cal for county governments
to provide clear, timely, and
publicly available adminis-
trative processes, decisions,
and timelines. This will help
to build trust with business-
es and citizens.

Thirdly, streamlined and
simplified licensing. This
will enable businesses to
easily access and complete
licensing through simple,
uniform, and digitalized
systems. Fourth is a sup-
portive physical and digital
infrastructure. Counties
need to provide reliable in-
frastructure such as roads,
water, and sewerage systems
that meet industrial needs,

enabling manufacturers to
produce and distribute ef-
ficiently. Fifth, strong local
supply chains and domestic
value addition are crucial.
Counties, in collaboration
with the relevant nation-
al government ministries,
ought to create conditions
where manufacturers can
source inputs locally, reduc-
ing import dependence, in-
creasing local content, and
stimulating ~ county-level
production ecosystems.

Lastly, we need effective
county-industry  partner-
ships, where manufacturers
and county governments
collaborate  regularly to
shape policies, investments,
and initiatives that support
industrial growth and local
economic development.

Creating manufactur-
ing-centric  counties s
within reach, it is doable
with goodwill from all
relevant  stakeholders. It
can be achieved by mak-
ing intentional decisions
to fast-tracking alignment
between the national and
county governments on
regulations, taxes, and lev-
ies, establishing national
guidelines for county-level
manufacturing policies and
creating a one-stop regula-
tory and tax portal that is ac-
cessible to businesses across
all counties. Additionally, fi-
nalisation of the regulations
to implement the County
Licensing (Uniform Proce-
dures) Act, 2024 and digita-
lization of county licensing
systems that are integrated
into national platforms and
offer centralized online pay-
ment and renewal processes.

Industrial development is
predicated on the availabil-
ity of public goods. County
governments need to prior-
itize county infrastructure
investments aligned with
industrial needs, expand
industrial parks, special eco-
nomic zones, and digital in-
frastructure and encourage
public-private partnerships
(PPPs) to close infrastruc-
ture gaps. It is also import-
ant to develop and imple-
ment local content targets
through County Aggrega-
tion and Industrial Parks
(CAIPs), promote local
supplier development pro-
grams, provide incentives
for manufacturers using lo-
cal inputs and align county
procurement rules with the
Buy Kenya, Build Kenya ini-
tiative.

To realize the benefits of
devolution calls for close
collaboration between the
National and County Gov-
ernments. This calls for
structured engagements
with the citizens, including
manufacturers, and the cre-
ation of joint action plans
for industrial development.
Only then, will Kenya be
able to enjoy the fruits of
devolution and achieve her
socio-economic  develop-
ment goals.

The writer is the Chief Ex-
ecutive of Kenya Association
of Manufacturers and can be
reached at ceo@kam.co.ke



The Diaspora Times GlEdbal

DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL

SAT-FRI: May 24 - May 30, 2025

Diaspora

The US will impose new sanctions on Sudan after finding it used chemical weapons last year in the
ongoing civil war against the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), the state department has said.

By: BBC
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. No detail was
provided about which
chemical weapons the

US said it found, but the
New York Times report-
ed in January that Sudan
used chlorine gas on two
occasions, which causes

a range of painful and
damaging effects and can
be fatal.

. “The United States
calls on the government
of Sudan to cease all
chemical weapons use
and uphold its obligations
under the CWC,” the
statement read, referring
to the Chemical Weapons
Convention under which
signatories have commit-
ted to destroy their stock-
piles of the weapons.

. Nearly every
country in the world -
including Sudan - has
agreed to the CWC, apart
from Egypt, North Korea
and South Sudan accord-
ing to the Arms Control
Association, a US-based
non-partisan membership
organisation. Israel has
signed the agreement but
not ratified its signature,
meaning it has not legally
confirmed its involvement
in the treaty, the ACA
adds.

The US will impose new
sanctions on Sudan after

finding it used chemical
weapons last year in the on-
going civil war against the
Rapid Support Forces (RSF),
the state department has
said.

US exports to the country
will be restricted and finan-
cial borrowing limits put in
place from 6 June, a state-
ment from spokesperson
Tammy Bruce read.

Both the Sudanese military
and the paramilitary group
the RSF have previously
been accused of war crimes
during the conflict.

The BBC has contacted Su-
dan for a response to the
US’s latest actions. Sudanese
officials say they do not yet
have a statement.

More than 150,000 peo-
ple have been killed during
the conflict, which began
two years ago when Sudan’s
army and the RSF began a
vicious struggle for power.

In recent months, Sudan’s
military has recaptured the
capital of Khartoum, but
fighting continues else-
where.

No detail was provided
about which chemical weap-
ons the US said it found, but
the New York Times report-
ed in January that Sudan
used chlorine gas on two
occasions, which causes a
range of painful and damag-
ing effects and can be fatal.
“The United States calls on
the government of Sudan to
cease all chemical weapons
use and uphold its obliga-
tions under the CWC,” the
statement read, referring
to the Chemical Weapons
Convention under which
signatories have committed
to destroy their stockpiles of
the weapons.

Nearly every country in
the world - including Su-
dan - has agreed to the
CWC, apart from Egypt,
North Korea and South Su-

dan according to the Arms
Control Association, a US-
based non-partisan mem-
bership organisation. Israel
has signed the agreement
but not ratified its signature,
meaning it has not legally
confirmed its involvement
in the treaty, the ACA adds.
“The United States remains
fully committed to hold to
account those responsible
for contributing to chemi-
cal weapons proliferation,”
Bruce added.

This is not the first time the
US has imposed sanctions
in Sudan. In January, they
were issued against leaders
of both parties embroiled in
the conflict.

Sudans military leader Ab-
del Fattah al-Burhan was
accused of “destabilising
Sudan and undermining the
goal of a democratic transi-
tion” by the US, which the
country’s foreign ministry
condemned as “strange and
troubling”

Meanwhile, the head of the
RSF  Mohammed Ham-
dan Daglo, also known as
Hemedti, was determined to
have perpetrated genocide
in the country by former
secretary of state Antony
Blinken. The RSF has denied
these charges.

The rival forces have been
struggling for power for
the past two years, displac-
ing around 12 million peo-
ple and leaving 25 million
needing food aid, more than
double the population of
London.

New sanctions will have lit-
tle effect on the country as
a result of these prior mea-
sures, according to the AFP
news agency.

This latest US move comes
amid tensions over the al-
leged involvement of the
United Arab Emirates in
the conflict. The UAE and
Sudan had maintained dip-
lomatic ties until earlier this
month when the Sudanese

government alleged the
UAE provided arms to the
RSE an allegation the UAE
denies.

Following US President
Donald Trump’s warm re-
ception in the Gulf state last
week, Democrats in Con-
gress sought to block the
sale of arms from the US to
the UAE in part due to its
alleged involvement in the
conflict.

A Sudanese diplomatic
source told news agency
Reuters that the US had
imposed the new sanctions
“to distract from the re-
cent campaign in Congress
against the UAE”

Earlier this month, a top UN
court rejected Sudan’s bid to
sue the UAE for genocide.
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Congo votes to lift immunity of former president

Kabila

By: Reuters

Congo’s senate voted overwhelm-
ingly in favour of lifting former
President Joseph Kabilas immuni-
ty from prosecution in a late-night
vote on Thursday over his alleged
links to the M23 rebel group.

Kabila is wanted in Congo for al-
leged crimes against humanity for
supporting the insurgency in the
east, including a role in the massa-
cre of civilians and personnel. Con-
go has also moved to suspend its
political party and seize the assets of
its leaders.

Kabila, who denies any ties to the
rebel group, stepped down after
almost 20 years in power in 2018,
yielding to protests. He has been out
of the Central African country since
late 2023, mostly in South Africa.
The Senate backed lifting his im-
munity by 88 votes to 5 in a secret
ballot.

Kabila has been threatening to re-
turn to Congo for weeks to help find
a solution to the crisis in the east,
where Rwandan-backed M23 rebels
now control large swathes of territo-
ry.

A return to Congo by Kabila could
complicate the bid to end the rebel-
lion in eastern Congo, which con-
tains vast supplies of critical min-

USA

erals that President Donald Trump’s
administration is keen to access.
Washington is pushing for a peace
agreement between the two sides
to be signed this summer, accom-
panied by minerals deals aimed at
bringing billions of dollars of West-
ern investment to the region, Mas-
sad Boulos, U.S. President Donald
Trump’s senior adviser for Africa,
told Reuters earlier this month.
Kabila came to power in 2001 after
his father’s assassination. He refused
to stand down when his final term
officially ended in 2016, leading to
deadly protests, before agreeing to
leave office following an election in
2018.

Democratic Republic of Congo’s former President Joseph Kabila leaves after briefing memebrs of the media, following talks
with South Africa’s former President Thabo Mbeki at the Thabo Mbeki Foundation in Johannesburg, South Africa, March
18, 2025. REUTERS/Siphiwe Sibeko/File Photo

US deports South Asian migrants to South Sudan

AFP

US immigration officials have be-
gun deporting about 12 South Asian
migrants to South Sudan, according
to a Tuesday court filing and media
reports.

Immigration lawyers learned from a
detention officer’s email that a Bur-
mese national, identified as “N.M.
was “removed..to South Sudan,
they wrote in a filing seeking the
court’s intervention and the return
of the migrants.

A second migrant, a Vietnamese
national identified as T.T.P. in the
filing, “appears to have suffered the
same fate” along with at least 10 oth-
ers.

The removal violates an earlier or-
der, the lawyers said, noting they
had last filed an emergency motion
on May 7, after media reports in-
dicated immigration officials were
seeking to deport N.M. and others
to Libya and Saudia Arabia.

The court had sided with plaintiffs
and “the men were ultimately trans-
ported back to an immigration de-
tention center after remaining on a
bus on the base’s tarmac for three or
four hours,” the filing said.

The filing also noted that a flawed
peace deal in South Sudan collapsed

this week, and N.M. is being flown
“into a country that is now returning
to full-blown and catastrophic civil
war?

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity did not immediately respond to
a request for comment.

In early April, the Trump adminis-
tration banned visas for South Suda-
nese nationals, as part of Presidend
Donald Trumps ever-broadening
anti-immigration platform.

The Republican president has said
the United States faces an “invasion”
by “foreign criminals”

In February, Trump invoked rarely
used wartime legislation to fly some
250 Venezuelan migrants to El Sal-
vador without any court hearings,
alleging they belonged to the Tren
de Aragua gang, a charge that their
families and lawyers deny.

US President Donald Trump speaks to reporters as he arrives for a House Republican meeting at the US Capitol in Wash-
ington, DC on May 20, 2025. (Photo by AFP)
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Finance Bill 2025: KRA Commissioner General
questioned about data privacy clause

By: Seth Olale

Both new and existing users will be
required to verify their ages using
their national Identification Cards
before accessing social media plat-
forms such as WhatsApp, Facebook,
Instagram, and LinkedIn if a new
bill is passed into law.

The Kenya Information and Com-
munications (Amendment) Bill,
2025, sponsored by Aldai Member
of Parliament (MP) Marianne Kit-
any, seeks to prevent children from
accessing harmful sites and subse-
quently provide the right ecosystem.
“The society as a whole, includ-
ing all participants of the Internet
eco-system, are responsible for safe-
guarding the rights of children in
their access and use of information,
communication and technological
(ICT) products and services”, read a
part of the bill.

If approved, Content Service Pro-
viders (CSPs) and Application Ser-
vice Providers (ASPs) will be re-
quired to implement age verification
measures on all users.

For that to be achieved, mobile ser-
vice providers will be required to
take specific steps to ensure users
of specific SIM cards are fully regis-
tered.

USA

The lawmaker argued that the mea-
sures put in place by specific plat-
forms requiring users to input their
age are often bypassed by keying in
false dates and pseudonyms, making
the measures ineffective.

If implemented, Kenya will join oth-
er nations that restrict social media
access to underage users.

While a universal system is not in
place, some nations have initiated
reforms to enhance age-appropriate
content.

KRA Commissioner General Humphrey Wattanga speaks when he appeared before a Parliamentary committee session on
September 17, 2024. PHOTO | COURTESY

Musk says he’ll resume working “24/7’ at his com-
panies, X outage mostly restored

By Reuters

Elon MusKs social media platform
X was largely restored for most users
after an outage that impacted tens
of thousands of users in the United
States on Saturday, according to out-
age tracking website Downdetector.
com, following which he said that
he is “back to spending 24/7” at his
companies.

At its peak around 8:51 a.m. ET
(1251 GMT), there were more than
25,800 incidents of people reporting
issues with the social media plat-
form, according to Downdetector,
which tracks outages by collating
status reports from a number of
sources including users. The num-
ber of outages has since gone below
650, as of 12:09 p.m. ET.

“Back to spending 24/7 at work and
sleeping in conference/server/facto-
ry rooms. I must be super focused
on X/xAI and Tesla (plus Starship
launch next week), as we have crit-
ical technologies rolling out,” Musk,
said in an X post.

Thousands of users in other coun-
tries, such as Germany, Spain,
France, India, Canada, Australia,
and Britain, also experienced issues
with accessing the social media plat-
form at the height of the outage, ac-

cording to Downdetector data.

X did not immediately respond to a
Reuters request for comment on the
outage.

Musk, who spent nearly $300 mil-
lion to back U.S. President Donald
Trump’s presidential campaign and
other Republicans last year, said
on Tuesday he will cut his political
spending substantially, signalling
that he is shifting his attention back
to his business empire amid growing
investor concerns.

He led the so-called Department
of Government Efficiency, which
sought to eliminate tens of thou-
sands of jobs and cancel billions of
dollars in contracts and grants.
However, his political views trig-
gered waves of protests against Tesla
in the U.S. and Europe, leading to a
slump in sales, with the automaker
reporting its first drop in annual de-
liveries last year.

The amount of time Musk has spent
at Tesla has concerned some inves-
tors. Looking to ease those worries,
Musk told investors last month he
would reduce his time with DOGE
to a day or two a week from May.

Elon Musk speaks during the first cabinet meeting hosted by U.S. President Donald Trump, at the White House in Washing-
ton, DC, U.S., February 26, 2025.



EU calls for ‘respect’ after Trump
threatens 50% tariffs

The European Union’s trade chief said the 27-member bloc is committed to securing a trade deal with the
US based on “respect” not “threats”.

By e
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Worth
Noting:

. Writing on social
media, Trump said: “Our
discussions with [the EU]
are going nowhere,” add-
ing that there would be no
tariffs for products built or
manufactured in the US.

. “Im not looking

for a deal - we’ve set the
deal,” he told reporters later,
before immediately adding
that a big investment in the
US by a European company
might make him open to a
delay.

. The EU is one of the
Washington’s largest trading
partners, sending more than
$600bn (€528bn; £443bn) in
goods last year and buying
$370bn worth, US govern-
ment figures show.

. Reacting to Trump’s
threats, European govern-
ments warned that higher
tariffs would be damaging to
both sides.

. “We do not need

to go down this road,” said
Ireland’s Taoiseach (Prime
Minister) Micheal Martin.
“Negotiations are the best
and only sustainable way
forward.”

The European Union’s trade
chief said the 27-member
bloc is committed to secur-
ing a trade deal with the
US based on “respect” not
“threats”

It comes after US President
Donald Trump threatened
to slap a 50% tariff on all
goods sent to the US from
the EU.

“The EU’s fully engaged,
committed to securing a
deal that works for both,
EU Trade Commissioner
Maros Sefcovic said after a
call with US Trade Repre-
sentative Jamieson Greer
and Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick.

“EU-US trade is unmatched
& must be guided by mutu-
al respect, not threats. We
stand ready to defend our
interests”

Earlier on Friday, Trump
expressed impatience with
the pace of ongoing EU-US
trade negotiations, saying
his plan to raise tariffs on 1
June was set.

Writing on social media,

EU Trade Commissioner Maros Sefcovic.

Trump said: “Our discus-
sions with [the EU] are go-
ing nowhere,” adding that
there would be no tariffs for
products built or manufac-
tured in the US.

“I'm not looking for a deal
- we've set the deal,” he told
reporters later, before im-
mediately adding that a big
investment in the US by a
European company might
make him open to a delay.
The EU is one of the Wash-
ington’s largest trading part-
ners, sending more than
$600bn (€528bn; £443bn) in
goods last year and buying
$370bn worth, US govern-
ment figures show.

Reacting to Trump’s threats,
European governments
warned that higher tariffs
would be damaging to both
sides.

“We do not need to go down
this road,” said Ireland’s Tao-
iseach (Prime Minister) Mi-
cheal Martin. “Negotiations
are the best and only sus-
tainable way forward”
France’s Foreign Minister

Laurent Saint-Martin, said:
“We are maintaining the
same line: de-escalation, but
we are ready to respond.”
German Economy Minister
Katherina Reiche said the
bloc “must do everything” to
reach a solution with the US.
While Dutch Prime Minis-
ter Dick Schoof told report-
ers that he backed the EU’s
strategy in trade talks and
“we have seen before that
tariffs can go up and down
in talks with the US”.

The EU is negotiating with
the US as a bloc, though
Stephen Moore, a former
economic advisor to Trump,
told the BBC: “What may
happen in Europe... is that
we may try to negotiate in-
dividually with countries in
Europe”

He added that in his opin-
ion Trump’s “ultimate aim
is really to decouple not just
the US but the whole world
from Chinese influence
which would be a very good
thing if he could pull that
oft”.

In early April, Trump an-
nounced tariffs against a
long list of countries, in-
cluding a 20% tax on most
EU goods being sold into
the US.

Soon afterwards, the presi-
dent paused the higher tar-
iffs for three months, until
8 July, to allow for more ne-
gotiations, but kept a 10%
baseline tax in place against
the US’s trade partners.
Higher US tariffs also re-
mained in place against Chi-
na though they were sub-
stantially lowered.

Despite  the climbdown
from Trump, the US kept a
25% tariff against EU steel
and aluminium imports in
place.

The EU has threatened -
and paused - its own mea-
sures against the US. It said
it would introduce a 25%
tariff on €18bn ($20bn;
£15bn) worth of US goods
coming into Europe but this
has been put on hold.

It is also currently consult-
ing on additional measures

against US imports into the
US valued at €95bn.

Trump’s complaints about
Europe have focused on
what he claims is an uneven
trade relationship - the EU
sells more goods to the US
than it buys from America.
Trump blames a trade deficit
on policies that he claims are
unfair to American compa-
nies, and he has specifically
raised concerns about poli-
cies related to cars and agri-
cultural products.

Trump also warned Apple
that he would impose a 25%
import tax “at least” on iP-
hones not manufactured in
America, later widening the
threat to any smartphone.
Shares in the US and EU
fell on Friday after the latest
threats, with America’s S&P
500 down about 0.7% and
Germany’s Dax and France’s
Cac 40 ending the day down
more than 1.5%.
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