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Riggy-G Kicks Off Meru County Tour

By: MKT Reporter

O @themtkenyatinmes Some Of The Moments As Captured In Pictures

Former Deputy
President Rigathi
Gachagua on Fri-
day embarked on a
tour of Meru Coun-
ty.

Rigathi, the De-
mocracy for the
Citizens Party
Leader is expect-
ed to make an
extensive tour of
the county, where
he also roots. His
mother came from
there.
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Head of Public Service Felix Koskei underscored the need to eliminate retrogressive cul-
tural practices such as early marriages, which continue to hinder girls’ education in mar-
ginalised parts of Kenya. Speaking during an education celebration event in Diif, Wajir
County, Koskei called on parents and community leaders to abandon outdated traditions
and embrace education as a pathway to empowerment and sustainable development.
Koskei, who was accompanied by Principal Secretary for Culture and Heritage Umi Bashir,
praised teachers for their dedication and urged county leadership to institutionalise such events to
motivate both students and educators. Bashir echoed his sentiments, emphasizing the importance
of recognizing academic achievements to inspire learners and improve performance. Public Ser-
vice Commission of Kenya

The Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission (EACC) is aggressively pursuing recovery of pub-
lic land illegally acquired across Western Kenya’s urban counties of Kakamega, Vihiga, Bun-
goma, and Busia. Western Regional Manager Eric Ngumbi revealed that about 25 per cent of
public land in these areas is under illegal possession.Over the past year, EACC has recovered
government land worth over 320 million shillings, including prime plots in Kakamega and Bun-
goma, and is continuing legal efforts against land grabbers and corrupt officials involved in these
syndicates. He noted that the agency has also recovered some prime plots in Kakamega’s Mili-
mani estate, with two more to follow and were in the process of recovering land belonging to the
official residence of Kakamega South Deputy County Commissioner.
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Police are pursuing a suspected criminal who fatally shot a Special Police Investigations Unit
(SPIV) Officer in Thika, sparking a high-level security operation and recovery of a loaded pistol
magazine. The incident that happened Wednesday evening in the Cravers area of Thika Town
during a Stop-and-Search operation, in an incident that has rattled security agencies in the region.
The officer, Police Constable Bernard Koome, was conducting a routine security check when he
stopped a man riding a motorcycle. According to police reports, the suspect drew a firearm and
shot Koome at close range before hijacking another motorcycle and fleeing the scene. According
to Thika Deputy Criminal Investigations Officer (DCIO) Jacinta Mbaika, the officer was part of
an intelligence-led operation targeting an armed suspect believed to be linked to a spate of recent
robberies in Thika town and its environs.

- aw e Wi s

The Kenya Institute of Primate Research (KIPRE) today launched its 5-Year Strategic Plan
(2025-2030) in Nairobi—an important milestone in Kenya’s pursuit of cutting-edge research,
health security, and environmental conservation. The plan sets out a focused agenda to enhance
biomedical and preclinical research, strengthen ethical primate conservation, and drive inno-
vation in addressing both local and global health challenges. Anchored in Kenya Vision 2030,
the Bottom-Up Economic Transformation Agenda (BETA), and the goal of Universal Health
Coverage (UHC), the strategy affirms KIPRE’s critical role in delivering on Kenya’s sustainable
development aspirations. This Strategic Plan is a bold step forward for science, sustainability,
and public health in Kenya.

The Director DCI, Mr. Mohamed I. Amin has emphasised the critical importance of collaboration in safe-

guarding the region against the ever-evolving threats posed by terrorism, transnational organised crime, and
various security challenges. In his address at the Regional Workshop for the Eastern Africa Police Chiefs
Cooperation Organisation (EAPCCO), which convened heads of crime intelligence units at the Holiday
Inn, Two Rivers in Nairobi, Mr. Amin highlighted the successes of regional operations that have effectively
dismantled cross-border smuggling rings, attributing these achievements to timely intelligence sharing that
has averted potential crises. The two-day workshop is designed to provide participants with an opportunity
to refine their strategies, align their efforts, and ensure a seamless flow of intelligence among member states.
Amin also expressed his gratitude to the INTERPOL Regional Bureau for East Africa and the EAPCCO
Secretariat for their efforts in organising this important event. The event was graced by the presence of Mr.
Africa Apollo, Head of the INTERPOL Regional Bureau, Ibrahim Jillo, Director of the INTERPOL National
Central Bureau at the Directorate of Criminal Investigations, among other distinguished guests.Regional
Workshop for the Eastern Africa Police Chiefs Cooperation Organisation (EAPCCO), which convened heads
of crime intelligence units at the Holiday Inn, Two Rivers in Nairobi, Mr. Amin highlighted the successes of
regional operations that have effectively dismantled cross-border smuggling rings, attributing these achieve-
ments to timely intelligence sharing that has averted potential crises.The two-day workshop is designed to
provide participants with an opportunity to refine their strategies, align their efforts, and ensure a seamless

flow of intelligence among member states.
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By: John Kamau
O @themtkenyatimes

Worth Noting:

. “The losses
through illegal connec-
tions are also likely to
lead to increase in water
tariffs because it amounts
to inefficiency, so it is
imperative for the public
to help us eradicate this
by reporting the culprits,”
said Kinya.

. During the con-
sultative meeting, the MD
noted that the Cabinet
has approved the Sh 15.4
billion Thika and Githun-
guri Water and Sanitation
Project in Kiambu Coun-

ty.
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Thika Water Firm Warns Over Illegal Connections As It
Plans To Boost Supply By 15 Million Litres

Thika Water and Sewerage Company
(Thiwasco) has announced plans to
expand its treatment facilities in a bid
to add an additional 15 million litres
of water per day to help address the
current supply deficit.

However, the water distribution and
treatment firm warned of illegal con-
nections that have led to huge losses
besides disrupting supply to the more
than 43,000 direct customers.

The managing director Moses Kinya
said despite raising its revenue from
Sh 600 million to Sh 1 billion annu-
ally, the company was still incurring
huge losses through the illegal con-
nections.

Speaking during Thiwasco’s annual
stakeholders meeting in Thika, Kinya
said the offence attracts a fine of Sh
100,000 for illegal commercial con-
nections and Sh 30,000 for domestic
use.

He also appealed to members of the
public to report any cases of theft of
water or burst pipes to help minimize
the losses.

“The losses through illegal connec-
tions are also likely to lead to increase
in water tariffs because it amounts to
inefficiency, so it is imperative for the
public to help us eradicate this by re-
porting the culprits,” said Kinya.
During the consultative meeting, the
MD noted that the Cabinet has ap-
proved the Sh 15.4 billion Thika and
Githunguri Water and Sanitation Proj-
ect in Kiambu County.

Projected to be completed in the next
three to five years, the project is ex-
pected to increase water supply for 1.2
million people not only in Thika and
Githunguri towns but also the semi-ar-
id Ithanga area of the neighbouring
Murang’a County.

He noted that the water project is a
welcome relief for the town’s rapidly
growing population which has being

THIWASCO Managing Director Eng Moses Kinya speaks during the stakeholders meeting in Thika Town..

feeling the pinch of water shortages.

The biggest beneficiaries will be
schools, colleges and health institu-
tions many of which have been going
without water.

Financed by the Government of Ken-
ya and Danida Sustainable Infrastruc-
ture Finance (DSIF) the project is be-
ing implemented by Athi Water Works
Development Agency (AWWDA) to
provide safe, reliable and affordable
water and sanitation services to the
residents of Thika and Githunguri
Township in Kiambu County.

In addition, the MD said there are at
least 16,000 new sewer line connec-
tions which has partly contributed to
the improved revenue collection.

He further said the expansion plan is
part of a broader strategy to ensure re-
liable water access for the fast-grow-
ing Thika population as it gears to

become an industrial city.

In addition to the planned expansion,
Thiwasco is set to benefit from an ex-
tra 21,000 cubic meters per day from
the Kariminu II Dam once the nation-
al government secures the necessary
funding to complete the project.

Board Chair Maina Ruo noted that
the company has long-term plans
to construct a 40-meter-high mega
dam, which will increase the water
production capacity from the current
36,000m? to 70,000m? per day.

“This is meant to increase supply to
match the projected population growth
which indicates that by the year 2047,
there will be a water deficit of 110,000
cubic meters in Thika town,” Ruo
pointed out.

At the same time, he expressed confi-
dence that the water firm is prepared to
meet the demands of Thika’s proposed

industrial city status.

Echoing the urgent need for govern-
ment support, Thika Business Com-
munity Chair Alfred Wanyoike called
on the national government to fast-
track funding, emphasizing that res-
idents have endured persistent water
shortages.

Wanyoike at the same time dismissed
as impossible any scheme to merge
Thiwasco with other water firms in the
county or divert its water resources,
saying the institution should be al-
lowed to run independently.

The ambition to elevate Thika Town
into Kenya’s sixth city took a signif-
icant step forward after the Kiambu
County Assembly unanimously ap-
proved a report proposing its transfor-
mation into an industrial smart city.
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By: John Kamau
O @themtkenyatimes
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Worth Noting:

. Ngatha said that
among the factors that
led to the nod by the
Committee is the al-
ready developed Inte-
grated Strategic Urban
Development Plan that
has been duly approved
by both the County Ex-
ecutive and the County
Assembly, ensuring
alignment with the de-
velopment needs of the
municipality as required
by the law.

. He said that
Thika has the potential
for revenue collection.
Currently, the Munici-
pality is among the high-
est revenue generating
sources from a variety
of sources, including
local taxes such as land
rates, business permits
and licenses, pollution,
waste, and environmen-
tal charges, parking and
transport fees, as well as
county equitable shares.
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Kiambu MCAs Pass On Application On Conferment Of
Thika Town To A City

Thika Municipality could soon at-
tain city status, after members of the
County Assembly (MCAs) of Kiam-
bu passed the report on application by
the County Executive for its elevation
to being a city.

The report laid by the Chairperson
of the Departmental Committee on
County Planning and Urbanization
Moses Ngatha Wambiri outlined fac-
tors that led to the approval.

The Chairman said that Thika meets
the required population threshold
of 250, 000 residents as required by
the Urban Areas and Cities Act with
a current population of 279, 429
according to 2019 Population and
Housing Census.

It is projected to have an estimated
population of 442,919 in the year
2035 and 808,434 in 2039 using a
growth rate of 3.4 percent per annum
as stipulated in the National Spatial
Plan (NSP).

Ngatha said that among the factors
that led to the nod by the Committee
is the already developed Integrated
Strategic Urban Development Plan
that has been duly approved by both
the County Executive and the County
Assembly, ensuring alignment with
the development needs of the munici-
pality as required by the law.

He said that Thika has the potential
for revenue collection. Currently,
the Municipality is among the high-
est revenue generating sources from
a variety of sources, including local
taxes such as land rates, business per-
mits and licenses, pollution, waste,
and environmental charges, parking
and transport fees, as well as county
equitable shares.

“Based on the financial analysis
of previous years, the Municipality
demonstrates both sufficient revenue
generation capacity and a strong po-
tential for continued growth in reve-
nue streams hence it has capacity to
sustain operations,” he noted.

He said that the Municipality cur-
rently has provision of essential ser-
vices as per Schedule 1 of the Urban
Areas and Cities Act, 2011. It has a
well equipped and robust planning
and development control section that
helps in approving applications, im-
plements policies, provides public
advisory services, and ensures regu-
latory compliance as well as adequate
and qualified personnel.

The Chairman also outlined that the
town contains essential infrastructure
such as roads, a robust transport sys-
tem, storm water management facili-
ties, electricity, water supply, as well
as key social and healthcare facilities,
education institutions, recreational
areas, several police stations, and

Murera Ward MCA and the Chairman of the planning committee at the Kiambu County Assembly Moses Ngatha.

markets.

In the previous years, Thika Mu-
nicipality has demonstrated a strong
commitment to citizen engagement
through various initiatives including
public involvement in projects such
as the Thika Industrial Smart City,
the County Spatial Plan, the County
Fiscal Strategy Paper, and the Alco-
hol and Drugs Control Act of 2018.
The Murera ward MCA also noted
that the area has adequate space for
expansion and future growth, which
is crucial for sustainable urban devel-
opment. Given that the Municipality
is reliant on agriculture, the preser-
vation of agricultural land remains
essential for sustainable food produc-
tion.

He said, “The County Spatial Plan
emphasizes compact urban growth
and discourages urban sprawl by
encouraging vertical development in
central business districts (CBDs) and
residential/commercial zones. This
strategy supports the development of
a sustainable city, promoting reduced
car dependency, lower carbon emis-
sions, improved public transport, and
the preservation of green spaces.
“Additionally, the Municipality has
access to ample space for expansion,
including the Delmonte property and
other underdeveloped areas. At the
same time, Thika Municipality has
made strides in managing solid waste

through the Directorate of Environ-
ment, which currently handles 140
tonnes of waste daily, with 60% of
waste collected and 30% recycled,”
he Added.

Ngatha noted that the Municipality
operates a landfill at Kang’oki and
utilizes the Gatuanyaga site for as-
bestos disposal. He added that a solid
waste management policy is under-
way, with several public awareness
initiatives being conducted.

“while the private sector plays a role
in waste management, better regula-
tion is necessary to improve efficien-
cy. Proposals are being considered
to introduce waste segregation and
incineration at Kang’oki to enhance
waste management practices further,”
he stated.

While supporting the initiative, the
MCAs said that the elevation will
see more funds channeled to Kiambu
with the current share of the Munici-
pality being split to the other munic-
ipalities.

Nyathuna Ward MCA Edward Kin-
yanjui said, “this is a blessing to
Kiambu because now Thika makes
the sixth Kenyan City where it shall
have a budget and allocation of its
own from the National Government,
now the other municipal allocations
can be divided another the others mu-
nicipalities to foster development.”

His Kamenu ward counterpart Pe-

ter Mburu said that the initiative is
a transformation agenda for Kiambu
County while Thika Township MCA
Honorable applauded the third As-
sembly for actualizing the dream
terming it a recorded achievement.
Ann Wachera supported saying,
“Rome was not built in one day. [ urge
all to support the application even if
not all of us live in Thika because this
will extend our global recognition as
a County.”

The Deputy Speaker John Njiru
(MCA, Hospital Ward) said that his-
tory will serve the third Assembly
better as a major milestone of making
Kiambu great again.
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By: Dennis Dibondo
O @themtkenyatimes

The Democracy for Citizens Party
(DCP) leader Rigathi Gachagua has
told President William Ruto that he
can not stop him from visiting Meru.
Gachagua alleged President Ruto
had talked to MPs to try and hire
goons to stop him from addressing
his supporters in Meru.

Gachagua motorcade had to stop,
and his supporters were forced to re-
move tyres and stones that had been
put in an effort to block the former
Deputy President from accessing
Meru town.

The defiant Gachagua addressed a
mammoth crowd at Tuskys stage,
Gakoromone,and Makutano trading
center where he claimed that it was
President Ruto who had sponsored
goons through Meru MPs so that they
could cut off Gachagua from address-
ing his supporters.

“l want to tell President William
Ruto that he cannot stop me from
coming to Meru. My mother comes
from the Meru community and I even
have land here that I am planning to

build a very big mansion so that I can
be closer to our people whether Presi-
dent Ruto likes it or not,” he said.

Gachagua went ahead to hit at Ruto
claiming that they fell out after he
noticed that the President wanted to
split Mount Kenya so that the votes
can be tamed.

“His aim was to split Kikuyu, Embu
and Meru so that they can be apart
politically so that he can fight the tyr-
anny of numbers Mount Kenya has,”
Gachagua said.

Gachagua was accompanied by for-
mer Agriculture CS Mithika Linturi,
the DCP party Organising Secretary
who said it is a shame he was being
blocked from coming to Meru.

“We are not cowards, we have final-
ly arrived and shame on them even if
we now do not have elected MPS. I
want to say we do not have a shortage
of leaders and in 2027 we are going
to have several MPs elected in our
party,” Mithika said.

Mithika said they will have a head-
ache of choosing which aspirant to
vie for which seat as they have many
people wanting to vie with our party.

“We were campaigning for Ruto and
Meru emerged number four in voting
for President William Ruto but he

= 5 A

DCP party leader Rigathi Gachagua with for Cabinet Secretary Mithika Linturi in Meru town yesterday.

started ignoring us to an extend of
sending us and Gachagua parking so
now we are going to send him home
to restore our glory,” Mithika said.

He accused President Ruto of col-
lapsing hustler fund, Women Fund

and Youth Fund which were well
structured but they were collapsed
and now his Deputy is going round
giving handouts in the name of Em-
powerment instead,” Mithika said.

Several other leaders from the coun-

ty and outside accompanied the for-
mer Deputy President who is on a
three-day visit in the area.

PBO Act Seeks To Weed Out Briefcase NGOs

By: MKT Reporter
O @themtkenyatimes

The government seeks to streamline
Non-Governmental ~ Organisations
operating in the country through the
Public Benefits Act, which emphasis-
es the need for financial transparency
and accountability.

The PBO Act, 2013 came into place
in May last year, following an order
by President William Ruto, replacing
the previous Non-Governmental Or-
ganisations Co-ordination Act, 1990.

According to the new Act, the Pub-
lic Benefit Organisations shall be re-
quired to keep up-to-date records of
all their financial records, including
audited accounts, detailed invento-
ries of their assets, and annual prog-
ress reports of their activities and
programmes. The NGOs will be re-
ferred to as PBOs under the new Act.

Speaking during a public partici-
pation forum for the new PBO reg-
ulations in Garissa, Public Benefit
Organisations Regulatory Authority
(PBORA) Chief Executive Officer,
Dr. Laxmana Kiptoo said that the
government is keen to operationalise

the Act and get rid of organisations
that only solicit funds, with no ac-
tionable programmes.

“The Kenyan government wants to
know and ascertain all the organisa-
tions previously known as Non-Gov-
ernmental Organisations, which are
now referred to as Public Benefit
Organisations, operating across the
country,” Kiptoo said.

“We need to know exactly where
these entities operate from and who
their beneficiaries are. This law will
make sure that we get rid of all ‘brief-
case’ organisations who purport to
be operating in certain areas of our
country. They collect money from the
donors, but in essence, these funds
end up in other people’s pockets,” he
added.

The CEO regretted that there have
been non-governmental organisa-
tions operating in the country sus-
pected of funding illegal activities
such as terrorism and money launder-
ing, which has put the country on the
international radar.

He said that the Act will seal the
gap and ensure that only legitimate
organisations are operating in the
country.

Kenya is currently on the Financial

Action Task Force (FATF) grey list,
which was added in February 2024,
due to deficiencies in its anti-money
laundering (AML) and counter-ter-
rorism financing (CTF) frameworks.
“There are NGOs that are suspected
to be funding illegal activities and
that has put us in problems as a coun-
try. You are aware that the country
was grey-listed by the FATF because
non-profit organisations have been
touted to be a conduit for money
laundering and terrorism funding,
which has put us as a country in an
awkward position,” he said.

Khalif Nunde, Chairperson for the
Garissa Civil Society Network, ap-
plauded the new regulations, saying
that the framework will bring some
sanity among the NGOs.
“Regrettably we have briefcase
NGOs that were only siphoning do-
nor funds and failing to deliver on
their mission. Going forward we
need strict regulations to address
these concerns,” Nunde stressed.

He said NGOs serving communities
must be held accountable with man-
datory reporting requirements, audits
and allowing members of the public
to access information on their activ-
ities.

Dr. Laxmana Kiptoo

“The new Act must be strict to weed
out organisations that have no pres-
ence on the ground but are siphoning
donors’ funds while operating with
little oversight,” he said.

All Non-Governmental Organisa-
tions (NGOs) in Kenya have until
May 13, 2026, to restructure their
internal systems, including gover-
nance, financial reporting and regis-
tration requirements, in line with the
Public Benefits Organisations (PBO)
Act.

This follows the government’s deci-

sion to extend the compliance dead-
line by a year to allow for a smooth
transition into the new legal regime.
According to PBORA, only 4,000
out of the 14,000 NGOs registered in
Kenya are currently compliant.
According to the Annual Sector Re-
port, the sector received Sh196 bil-
lion in project support and employed
approximately 80,000 persons in
2024.



By: MKT Correspondent
O @themtkenyatimes

Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS), in
partnership with African Fund for
Endangered Wildlife - Giraffe Cen-
tre hosted an engaging conservation
education session for 200 Kenyan
learners from across the country at the
iconic Ivory Burning Site in Nairobi
National Park, the world’s only Wild-
life Capital in marking World Giraffe
Day.

The event was graced by KWS Board
Chair Lt. Gen (Rtd) Walter Raria Koi-
paton, KWS Director General Prof.
Erustus Kanga, AFEW Board Chair
Mr. Jagi Gakunju, AFEW CEO Ms.
Christine Nyang’aya, and conserva-
tion partners.

Held under the theme “Collaboration
and Innovation for Giraffe Conserva-
tion,” the event showcased innovative
approaches to conservation through
education, technology, research, pol-
icy and governance, and socio-eco-
nomic engagement — all essential
pillars in securing a sustainable future
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for giraffes and Kenya’s broader bio-
diversity.

The KWS Board Chairman empha-
sized the importance of inspiring the
younger generation to cherish and
protect Kenya’s natural heritage. He
acknowledged the vital role of part-
ners in driving conservation, affirmed
support for county governments under
the devolved system, and invited the
private sector to join the Adopt-a-Gi-
raffe initiative as strategic investors in
Kenya’s natural capital.

Prof. Erustus Kanga commended the
involvement of learners, encouraging
them to become young conservation
champions who will carry forward the
legacy of protecting Kenya’s natural
heritage. He also highlighted the ur-
gent threats facing giraffes — includ-
ing bush meat hunting, poaching, hab-
itat loss, and shrinking natural spaces
— and called for coordinated action
through ecological planning, commu-
nity engagement, and sustained in-
vestment in education and awareness
to ensure the survival of giraffes and
other wildlife species for generations
to come.

AFEW CEO Ms.  Christine
Nyang’aya reaffirmed the strong

partnership between AFEW — Giraffe
Centre and Kenya Wildlife Service,
highlighting our joint commitment to
giraffe conservation. She noted that
AFEW plays an active role in support-
ing the implementation of the Nation-
al Recovery Action Plan for Giraffes
in Kenya, working closely with KWS
and other stakeholders. Through this
collaboration, AFEW continues to
take deliberate action to conserve and
protect giraffe populations — focus-

ing on education, habitat restoration,
community engagement, and public
advocacy as key strategies to reverse
the decline of this iconic species.
This aligns with the ongoing on Tun-
zaMaliYako School Campaign that
is encouraging learners to visit our
National Parks, Reserves, and Sanctu-
aries to learn and experience Kenya’s
rich wildlife!

The event culminated in an award
ceremony  recognizing outstand-

ing young conservation champions
— learners who have demonstrated
exceptional commitment to conser-
vation. This serves as a powerful
reminder that everyone has a role to
play in protecting Kenya’s wildlife
— and celebrated the growing move-
ment of young people stepping up to
safeguard the future of our natural
heritage.

Kisii MCAs Pass Record KSh. 18.5

2025/26 Financial Year

By: Elizabeth Angira
O @themtkenyatimes

Members of the Kisii County As-
sembly have passed a record KSh.
18.5 billion budget for the 2025/2026
financial year the highest allocation
since the advent of devolution.
While tabling the estimates, Bud-
get and Appropriations Committee
Chairperson Peter Otachi informed
the House that KSh. 11.3 billion has
been allocated for recurrent expendi-
ture, while KSh. 7.1 billion will go
towards development.

Otachi explained that the budget
comprises allocations from the na-
tional exchequer, grants, own-source
revenue, and balances carried for-
ward from the previous financial
year. The county projects to raise
KSh. 2.6 billion from own-source
revenue.

Among the key allocations, the As-

sembly approved KSh. 250 million
for the county’s empowerment pro-
gram and KSh. 96 million for the
school feeding program targeting
Early Childhood Development Edu-
cation (ECDE) learners.

“We have not allocated funds for
bursaries. The Controller of Budget
barred counties from including bursa-
ry allocations in their budgets follow-
ing a court directive. She has taken
a tough stance on counties,” Otachi
noted during the session chaired by
Speaker Dr. Philip Nyanumba.
Otachi, who is also the MCA for
Monyereto Ward, said the county
plans to construct one ECDE center
per ward at a cost of KSh. 2.5 million
each.

Additionally, KSh. 1.5 billion has
been earmarked for water projects
across the county, as part of Gover-
nor Simba Arati’s flagship develop-
ment initiatives.

The Assembly has also been allocat-
ed KSh. 1.5 billion for its recurrent
expenditure and KSh. 18 million for

development.

In a shift towards sustainable infra-
structure development, Otachi re-
vealed that the county has embraced
a ward-based development approach.
It plans to acquire road construction
machinery to open up ward roads,
eliminating the need for contractors.
“It is cheaper to construct roads
using county-owned machines than
through contracting. Once roads are
identified, fuel will be provided to
open them up anytime,” he stated.
He further added that the county will
also adopt labor-based work methods
once the necessary policy is in place.
Otachi assured contractors that the
Assembly has allocated funds to pay
for ongoing and unpaid projects car-
ried forward from the previous finan-
cial year. He also announced the al-
location of funds for the recruitment
of 300 health workers to strengthen
services in county health facilities.
Majority Leader Henry Moracha
urged the Executive to fast-track
procurement processes to ensure the

Billion Budget For

Kisii County Assembly

timely implementation of the budget
for the benefit of residents.

“The school feeding program is one
of the unique initiatives we have
funded. We want our children to be
comfortable as they learn,” Moracha
said, adding that more ECDE teach-
ers will also be employed to enhance
learning outcomes.

Minority Leader Dennis Ombachi

said a committee has been set up to
verify pending bills and ensure that
verified contractors are paid to avoid
conflicts.

“We have passed the budget, and as
the minority, we will follow up to en-
sure that all projects are fully imple-
mented,” Ombachi added.
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Jubilee Party: A Detailed Analysis Of The Former Ruling
Party’s Revival

By: Ezekiel Kamau
O @themtkenyatimes

The recent High Court ruling reinstat-

ing former President Uhuru Muigai
Kenyatta as the leader of the Jubilee
Party has sparked renewed energy and
optimism among its members nation-
wide.

This decision is not just a legal win but
a political turning point that has reinvig-
orated the party’s base and brought its
loyalists into the limelight.

Here are some aspects that are worth
noting.

Legal Foundation and Leadership
Clarity

The High Court ruling clarified the par-
ty’s leadership structure, ending months
of internal wrangling and uncertain-
ty. By reinstating Kenyatta, the party
gained a renewed sense of purpose un-
der a leader whose tenure is associated
with national cohesion and economic
growth during his presidency. This legal
victory is foundational for rebuilding
party unity and restoring confidence
among its members and supporters.

Regional Dynamics

The revival of the party is unfolding
differently across various regions, re-
flecting the diverse socio-political land-
scape of Kenya.

For example, in Nakuru County, the
chairman Mr. Gichuru’s celebration of
the ruling reflects grassroots-level ex-
citement. Such local leadership is criti-
cal for mobilizing support and ensuring
the party’s presence in key counties.
Nakuru county assembly former speak-
er Joel Kairu’s steadfast loyalty during
turbulent times, especially his role
during the “Sufuria Revolution” pro-
tests, positions him as a symbolic figure
of resilience in the area. His political
capital could prove invaluable in rally-
ing support in Nakuru.

In the neighbouring Laikipia County
Ms. Sarolyne Mwendia’s experiences
of persecution highlight the sacrifices
made by party loyalists. Her continued
allegiance despite adversity underscores
the enduring appeal of the Jubilee Par-
ty’s ideals.

The likes of Mwendia represent the
party’s ability to attract resilient and
committed leaders.

At the country’s top town and capital
city; Nairobi County, prominent lead-
ers like Jeremiah Kioni symbolize the
urban, intellectual, and strategic face of
Jubilee.

Nairobi’s political dynamics are cru-
cial for national visibility, making the
role of these figures pivotal in shaping
public perception.

Grassroots and National Impact
The involvement of local leaders, ac-
tivists, and aspirants like Kairu and

Mwendia reveals a deep commitment to
the party at the grassroots level. Their
sacrifices, including arrests and politi-
cal intimidation, have become rallying
points for the party’s revival narrative.
These stories are crucial in galvanizing
support among ordinary citizens, many
of whom see these leaders as champions
of their struggles.

At the national level, the resurgence
of Jubilee signifies a potential shift in
Kenya’s political landscape. The par-
ty’s ability to reconnect with its base,
rebuild its image, and position itself as
a formidable opposition or alternative
will determine its future influence.

Challenges Ahead

While the revival is promising, the
Jubilee Party faces several challenges
which include among other issues; Re-
building Trust where years of internal
conflict and external pressures have
eroded trust among members and sup-
porters. A cohesive strategy to rebuild
this trust is very critical.

The other challenge is youth engage-
ment where many young Kenyans have
become disillusioned with Otraditional
politics. The party must craft policies
and campaigns that resonate with the
youth.

Also in the same cage is the issue of
resource mobilization that will have to
address, among other factors, reviving
party structures, funding activities and
supporting candidates that will require
significant financial and organizational
resources.

Another major issue us the opposition
dynamics. The former ruling party must
navigate its relationship with both the
government and other opposition par-
ties and ensure that its voice remains
distinct and influential.

Strategic Recommendations

To ensure sustained revival, the party
should consider:, among other factors;
acknowledge its loyalists by among oth-
er things, publicly recognizing and re-
warding loyalists like Kairu, Mwendia,
and Kioni as a way of motivating others
to rally behind the party.

The party must also consider the issue
of rebranding where it will be expected
to initiate crafting of a new image that
reflects inclusivity, resilience, and for-
ward-thinking policies that will attract
new supporters.

Jubille party must also embark on
grassroots engagement with the aim of
strengthening county-level structures
and engaging directly with citizens on
their concerns will consolidate its base.

It must also factor in Youth and Wom-
en Inclusion in running of its affairs at
all levels. This can be done by among
others initiatives, expanding platforms
for youth and women positions as a pro-
gressive force.

Not left behind is the strategic alliances
which will involve collaborating with
like-minded parties or movements that
will amplify its voice on national issues.
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Jubilee Secretary General Jeremiah Kioni

In conclusion, Jubilee party’s revival
represents both a challenge and an op-
portunity.

The momentum generated by the court
ruling can serve as a springboard for
rebuilding its structures, uniting its
members, and reclaiming its position in
Kenya’s political arena. With strategic
planning and sustained effort, the party
has the potential to redefine its legacy
and secure its future.

Ezekiel Kamau is an analyst and ac-
countability ambassador Nakuru county

Nakuru county assembly former speaker Joel Kairu
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Gender Based Violence: Forgiving The Unforgivable

By: Mary Karau Ngethe
O @themtkenyatimes

Worth Noting:

. The article might
therefore not resonate
with all readers, because,
unless a reader has been
hurt deeply, one might not
connect with the message.
But then, may be a loved
one has been hurt and the
reader walked the journey
with them, and are there-
fore a victim indirectly.

. What if a daugh-
ter has ever been raped,
what if a son has ever been
sodomized, what if a sister
has ever been brutally
“murdered” by her hus-
band, but survived a near
death experience, what if
a mother was attacked at
night all alone, raped and
left for death, but sur-
vived. Is any reader still
convinced the article is not
for all of us? Life happens,
and it happens to human
beings. And we are all re-
lated to human beings. So
welcome and read for you
or for sharing with anoth-
er.

The author of this article has been
writing on the power of the mind to
do great things. The article for this
week is yet another challenge for us
human beings to plead with the mind
to do what can be impossible unless
the mind decides to do so. Letting go
off pain, by choosing to forgive.

Unforgivable and unforgettable
The author attempts to influence the
reader to make a choice to start the
journey of forgiveness, to allow the
mind to discover new skills on how
to make peace with painful memo-
ries since that haunt us, but are in the
mind to stay, since they cannot be
wished away. Forgiveness can allow
the victim to move on, and allow God
to create new beautiful memories to
replace the painful ones.

To create a new life full of beauty,
and turn a mess into a message for
self

The article might therefore not reso-
nate with all readers, because, unless
a reader has been hurt deeply, one
might not connect with the message.
But then, may be a loved one has
been hurt and the reader walked the
journey with them, and are therefore
a victim indirectly.

What if a daughter has ever been
raped, what if a son has ever been
sodomized, what if a sister has ever
been brutally “murdered” by her hus-
band, but survived a near death expe-
rience, what if a mother was attacked
at night all alone, raped and left for
death, but survived. Is any reader still
convinced the article is not for all
of us? Life happens, and it happens
to human beings. And we are all re-
lated to human beings. So welcome
and read for you or for sharing with
another.

For this article, I will focus on pain
resulting from Domestic Violence
(DV) and Gender-Based violence
(GBV) relating to sexual abuse of
children.

In the coming weeks, [ will write on
other forms of pain so be on the look
out for the weekly episodes

Domestic Violence and gender based
violence as source of hurt

Domestic violence is a form of gen-
der-based violence. Gender based vi-
olence includes, but is not limited to,
domestic violence, sexual violence,
human trafficking, reproductive vi-
olence and coercion, stalking, and
child abuse based on gender. Howev-
er, if a person is facing gender based
violence and commits a crime try-
ing to protect self, that is not gender
based violence but self-defense.

GBYV occurs where there are differ-
ing power relations, and in most cas-

es women and girls are the victims,
though boys and men are also becom-
ing victims. When a wife plans to kill
her husband through poisoning his
food, that is both DV and GBV.
Domestic violence (DV) is a form of
violence and abuse that takes place
within the family unit. For awareness
creation of both domestic violence
and gender-based violence, I will use
a case of an 8-year-old girl, without
using names or location for privacy

Sexual abuse of an 8-year-old girl
by her grandfather

The girl is 8 years old, daughter of a
single mother. Her mother and grand-
mother are peasants and have gone
for labor in their neighbors land. She
comes from school, and her grandfa-
ther is in the compound where they
all live in different houses but same
compound.

Family Unit. The old man, sexually
abuses her every day after school,
and threatens her with death if she
ever reported the matter to anyone.
Luckily, her mother gets a job out of
the village and goes to her new home
with her.

She is supposed to be a small inno-
cent girl. Isnt she?

She and her family, including her
grandfather take a photo of bye. Her
black and white photo, of herself
leaning on her mother, to her, that
photo held her secrets. She sees her
tiny uniform on the lines and hates
her time after school.

The girl is lost in thought even as the
photo is taken. Will my new home
have other men? Will I be safe? What
if? Her life will be dictated by what if
for a long time. She has been robbed
off her safety, at an early age of 8!

40 Years later

Little girl, to graduate, to wedding
to motherhood. What if follows her
closely

The girl is now married with a fam-
ily, and she is overprotective of her
two daughters. Protective even from
their own father. Psychoanalysis at
work. [ am the only security to them.
It is my story.

One day, she was De-cluttering her
closet, and out of nowhere, the Black
Photo appears in one old envelope.
With her maturity and exposure, she
photo makes her aware of the pain,
as triggers always come; she knows
the time had come. Now. She is
aware she cannot hide her pain any
more, The story of Winfrey Oprah
disclosing her sexual abuse story has
been lingering in her mind. If Oprah
healed, I can also heal, she tells her-
self. She knows she must confront
this animal of pain forced onto her by
amad man. She goes to a therapist to
seek help. And suddenly, the thera-
pist makes her vulnerable again. She
becomes the 8 year old, and presents
the photo to the therapist. And from
there onwards, the healing journey
begins, remotely at first but surely!

She has to be taught how to discov-
er how to take action for herself. To
move on from an § year old vulnera-
ble girl, to a 40 year old mother, wife
boss. It is a journey that will take time
and mental energy. To make peace
with her painful memories. In order
to enjoy fully her beautiful marriage,
her beautiful motherhood and her
beautiful practice as a successful law-
yer.

She heals from a pessimistic person
who always feels a victim despite her
success, to a victor who is optimistic
and always ready to recieve good
things in life. She stops believing in
the God of her mother but embraces

a relationship with her God. She feels
worthy of any promise of God. Her
self-confidence gushes from within
to rule her new life. God clothes the
nakedness caused by her grandfather.
She forgives her grandfather who had
died years earlier. She forgives her
mother and grandmother for leaving
her at home alone with a monster. She
realizes she did not need to forgive
herself. She was just a victim.

She gives back to society by joining
advocacy against domestic abuse and
gender based violence. And she is a
strong advocate of the agenda.

Call to Action

This girl/woman chose to forgive.
She chose to let go. It is my hope,
as the author, that this article, par-
ents will be more careful with their
daughters and sons, victim living
with pain of will take action like the
above girl did, and that fathers will
nurture their sons to be men-enough
to respect girls and women, protect
them and not abuse them, and that re-
ligious institutions will establish cen-
ters to handle gender based programs
in their communities, and that GoK
will implement the many policies to
address GBV.

Have a safe nest, and create a safe
nest for our girls, boys, women and
men. Spread the gospel against Do-
mestic Violence and Gender Based
violence in our homes and communi-
ties. May our Police Force lead in this
battle towards safety in Kenya and in
Africa.

Mary Karau Ngethe is the Programs
Director Central Kenya Development
Network (CKDN). She can be reached
on; marykaraungethe@gmail.com
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Mau Mau War Veterans Association Urges Members To
Attend PBOs Regulations Forums

By: MKT Correspondent
O @themtkenyatimes

A former freedom fighters and their
descendants caucus are expected to
take part in forums organised to offer
opinions on proposed regulations that
are expected to govern the registration
and running of Public Benefits Orga-
nization (PBO).

Mau Mau War Veterans Association
(MMWVA) says the move is inching
closer, the hope of getting compensa-
tion once the government puts all the
system in running.

Consequently, through the associa-
tion Director General James Njuguna
Mahuria, members have been request-
ed to turn up in large numbers and in-
put their views.

The forums kicked off on Thursday
but will be more inclusive next week
when organisers move to areas where
the former freedom fighters are con-
centrated.

On Friday, Mahuria asked thousands
of his association members to read
the draft regulations and prepare to
propose changes when the Public Par-
ticipation exercise takes place in their
areas.

In a notice published in the dailies

James Njuguna Mahuria, accompanied by other MMWVA officials briefing journalists

in a past forum.

Some of the other stakeholders who have been involved in demanding former freedom

fighters compensation.

last week, the Ministry of Interior and
National Administration through the
Public Benefits Organization Regu-
latory Authority announced that Ken-
yans will have a chance to propose
changes during forums that will be
conducted across the country, from
June 19 to July 18.

The 47 counties are formed into 12
clusters where the public meetings
will take place. The meetings will be
held in Nairobi, Mombasa, Nyeri, Ga-
rissa, Meru, Machakos, Lamu, Low-
dar, Eldoret, Kakamega, Kisumu and
Nakuru.

The notice indicated that the draft
regulations, once approved will be

used to guide the registration and
management of PBOs in line with the
provisions of the Act that was assent-
edin 2013.

Despite being assented in 2013, it
took about ten years for the govern-
ment, through the then Cabinet Sec-
retary for Interior and National Ad-
ministration Prof. Kithure Kindiki to
gazette it’s operazation date.

Last month, Chief Justice forwarded
to parliament, the names of individu-
als who would be sitting in the PBOs
Tribunal board.

On Thursday, the National Assembly
approved the nominees with the Chief
Justice, Martha Koome expected to

swear them to office anytime after
their names are gazetted.

On Friday, Mahuria said his asso-
ciation members, found in all the 47
counties, would be airing their views
and giving comments from all the
designated places as per the notice.

He said his members were optimis-
tic that once the team has been put in
place, the exercise towards their com-
pensation would sail through seam-
lessly.

At the same time, he urged those who
have not registered do so, so as not to
be left behind when the compensation
exercise begins.

Once the team takes office, it will

easier for other departments to initiate
their mandate which means the issue
of former freedom fighters and their
descendants compensation would be
addressed, once and for all.

He noted that the issues are coming
to a conclusion, just as various free-
dom fighters interested groups joined
hands and resolved to work together
under the MMWVA.

Mahuria further noted that MMW VA
has for years been sensitizing its
members about the PBO and National
Village Administration Policy which
he said have direct impact on his
members.

Over 1,000 Kajiado South Residents Receive Free Treatment

By: Rop Janet
O @themtkenyatimes

More than 1,000 residents of Olbili
village in Kajiado South have re-
ceived free medical treatment during
a 12-day medical outreach camp
aimed at addressing healthcare gaps
in remote areas.

The initiative was spearheaded by
the County Government in collab-
oration with Amref Health Africa,
Entepesi Kenya, Hands for Health
Foundation, Rocky Vista Universi-
ty (USA), and Kilimanjaro Mission
Hospital.

The medical camp offered a wide
range of services, including eye sur-
geries such as cataract extractions
and tumour removals, nutritional
support, psychological counselling,
cervical cancer screening, general
consultations, laboratory services,
and dental checkups.

Residents also benefited from fam-
ily planning services, HIV testing
and counselling, and treatments for
both minor and critical conditions,
including flu, heart disease, genetic
disorders, and cancer.

Dr Brandson Hall from Rocky Vista

University noted the broad range of
ailments presented by patients, from
common colds and flu to more seri-
ous and life-threatening cases like
cancer, heart conditions, and genetic
issues.

Jackson Yapas, a clinical officer,
highlighted a worrying trend of poor
health-seeking behaviour among
residents. This he attributed to lack
of resources and the long distances
to the nearest health centres.

“Many people do not seeck medical
attention when symptoms begin;
they only visit hospitals when the
condition has worsened,” he said.

Obed Katia of Entepesi, Kenya,
echoed this concern, adding that
some expectant women had never
attended antenatal clinics and some
children had never received immu-
nisations.

“This camp was not just about treat-
ment; we are also educating the com-
munity on the importance of early
health interventions,” Katia said.

Beyond treatment, the medical
team also prioritised community
health education to promote early
care-seeking behaviour.

The camp revealed the dire need for
healthcare access in the region. Res-
idents reported having to walk over
15 kilometres to the nearest health

Patients receiving treatment during the free medical camp outreach at Olibil, Kajiado South. Photo/Rop Janet

facility.

Joyce Mutunkei, a resident of Olbi-
1i, lamented the lack of a local health
centre in the area.

“Many expectant mothers here are
forced to give birth at home. We ur-
gently need a hospital in this area,”
she said.

Martine Soipei, another local, em-
phasised the impact of poverty on
access to health services. “Most of
us cannot afford to go to hospitals.
Free medical camps like this are a
lifeline and should be held regularly
to save lives,” he said.

Serah Ndida, a resident of Inkisan-
jani, lauded the initiative for reach-

ing those who would otherwise go
untreated.

“I had been unwell for more than
two weeks, but the nearest hospital is
far in Illasit town, and I didn’t have
transport to get there. When I heard
that the medical camp was coming
right here to our village, I was so
relieved. I received treatment and
medicine free of charge,” she said.
Samantha Shackleton of Entepesi,
Kenya, emphasised the importance
of reaching marginalized communi-
ties with essential health services.
She noted that providing quality
healthcare closer to underserved
communities was not just a priority

but a necessity in order to achieve
universal health coverage.

“Many people in remote areas still
struggle to access even the most ba-
sic medical services. These medical
camps are helping to close that gap
by delivering critical care right at the
village level,”she said.

Shackleton added that the large
turnout of patients seeking medical
services highlighted the urgent de-
mand for accessible and inclusive
healthcare and called for sustained
support for similar initiatives across
rural Kenya.
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Ways To Achieve The Third
Renaissance

The Uninvited Guest

Build confidence, and wipe away each tear.
Live every moment, with passion and fre,
For life’s precious, and none can retire.

No person is eternal, we're told,
Our time on earth, a story to unfold.
So let’s cherish each breath, each beat,
And make the most, of life’s Aeeting treat.

Life's canvas, painted bright and bold,
Dreams and desires, a Future to unfold.
Smooth sailing, till that Fateful day,
When cancer’s shadow, came to stay.

In cancer’s shadow, we fnd our might,
A strength we never knew, a new light.
Let’s live Fully, with heart and soul,

The diagnosis. a sudden blow, And make each moment, our own goal.

PainFul treatments, our hearts did know.
But in the darkness, a spark remains, o
A flame of hope, that still sustains. Murali Krishna Boddulo

Let’s rise above, the pain and Fear,

Ever Be Careful UJho You
Trust

One showing sueetness, the other, evil vibes

Like sugar and salt, similar in appearance,
But entirely different in essence and intention
One can nourish, the other can harm,

IF the Trust is broken, it is diFfcult to mend
that bond

The wound runs deep, the scars will never end,
So be cautious, and trust wisely,
Or you Fall prey to the evil persons

Ever be careful who you trust,
For not all are genuine, some are unjust,
Though they may seem similar at Arst glance,

Some wear masks, hiding their grudges. BRINDA. D
CREATIVE UWRITERS
Their smiles may seem Friendly and bright, GRADUATE TEACHER,
But beware, they may stab in the night in your GOVT HIGH SCHOOL.
back MELPATTAMPAKKAM
Smile and evil are Two-Faces of a coin with CUDDALORE,
two sides, Tamilnadu India

What does the Renaissance mean? Let me
express my personal understanding of this
word. Renaissance means awakening, rebirth,
development. This word usually develops the
thinking, science and cultural development of
humanity.

The Renaissance period has occurred several
times around the world. Let me tell you one of
them. This Renaissance period also took place in

During this time, the European people could not
come out of their shell in a certain sense. That
is, For a certain time they lived with religious
restrictions. However, over time, the European

people also began the Renaissance period. That is,

people began to think, think critically, and science
developed. There are also scientists who made
a high contribution during the period of the rise,
they are Galileo Galilei, Shakespeare and Leonardo
da Vinci.

OF course, Uzbekistan also had a period of
growth and revival. Let me briefly describe the
first Renaissance twice. So, the first Renaissance
was in the =th--z=-#=-th centuries. At that
time, scientists such as Ibn Sina and Ferghani

were the Founders of the Renaissance. After
all, these scientists improved sciences such as
physics, algebra, and medicine.

The Renaissance in Europe took place in the
=2 sbh--22=-¢th centuries. Scientists such as
Mirzo Ulugbek, Behbudi, and Navoi lived during
this time and also brought great benefts to the
second Renaissance. Our scientists developed
several sciences.

The Third Renaissance is today’s qoal, our
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev is putting Forward
the idea of the Third Renaissance. What does
this mean? It means that if we, the youth, gain
knowledge, expand our worldview, master modern
technologies, and advance our culture, we will
begin the third Renaissance. For this, the head
oF our state must create opportunities. The
main ways in which we create opportunities For
younq people are: organizing education, Further
increasing the interest of young people in science,
providing them with modern technologies, and
developing our national culture.
Personally, | am currently studying, researching,
and in general, learning as much as possible, and
this is the stage of the third Renaissance. IF
every young person thinks broadly, dreams and
turns their dreams into goals, acquires knowledge
and Forms their literacy, and at the same time
does useful work For our Motherland, the
Renaissance will become not only history, but

also, with a high probability, the present.

Abdurakhmonova Durdona Karim

Uzuri Wanqu Wa Tende

Haluwa vipi ishinde, utamu wa
kughushiwa
Hawatoniweza tende, mimi nimejaaliwa
Uzuri wanqu wa tende, utamu wa
kuzaliwa

Tende ninapendwa sana, na watu wa
rika zote
Ninapoadimikana, ninataFutwa popote
Wanaranda Kila kona, ladha yanqu

Mimi mEi wa jangwani, ukame nauhimili

Hata nitupwe jaani, haifi yangu asil woipate
Watu wananithamini, jopo kuwa bei Uzuri wonqu wa tende, utamu wa
ghali kuzaliwa
Uzuri wanqu wa tende, utamu wa
kuzaliwa Mtunzi. Fatma Ali Mohamed

Mahali: Pemba
ToFauti na makande, sukari yanayotiwa

Modern Trends In Weddings
And Ceremonies

A wedding is not only a signifcant
event in the lives of two individuals, but
also a grand celebration For the entire
community, Family, relatives, and Friends.
The Uzbek people have long been known
For their rich traditions, cultural values,
and hospitality. These characteristics
are especially evident in weddings and
other ceremonies. Today, parents are
organizing modern weddings For their
children, Fulflling their parental duties and
wishing them a happy life.
However, such modern weddings
have increasingly led Lo excessive

extravagance. While wealthy Families
may justify this as an effort to ensure
the happiness of the young couple, the
middle class in society often views it as
unnecessary spending.
Thanks to the initiatives of our
respected President, there is now
a visible trend toward simplifying
ceremonies, avoiding unnecessary
extravagance and waste, and taking into
account the economic capabilities of both

Families and society as a whole. Holding

weddings within set limits could prove

beneFcial For everyone, both Anancially
and morally.

In conclusion, | can say that weddings
and ceremonies are vital traditions that
reflect the heart, culture, and values of
a nation. While their outward Forms may

change over time, their core essence

continues to strengthen love, respect,
and unity among people.

Author: Feruza Raupova, 11th-grade
student, Bukhara region
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Kiambu High Court Halts Wamatangi’s Arrest And
Investigations Pending Jurisdiction Ruling

By: Felix Njenga
O @themtkenyatimes

¢

. The EACC, through
its representative Ruth
Kemunto, argued that
Mwangi’s application is
“frivolous” and that the
resident has no legal right
to institute the application,
asserting that the court
lacks jurisdiction to hear
the matter. Kemunto reit-
erated that the issue of ju-
risdiction remains undeter-
mined and that the EACC
is simply carrying out its
constitutional mandate.

. Mwangi, however,
informed the court that
the EACC has continued
to summon and harass the
governor despite the ongo-
ing court proceedings.

. Representing the
Attorney General, Wanjiru
Wanja requested for three
days to file and serve their
submissions, following

the denial of their earlier
preliminary objection.

Worth Noting:

A Kiambu High Court has tempo-
rarily restrained the Attorney Gen-
eral, the Ethics and Anti-Corruption
Commission, and the National Po-
lice Service from arresting or inves-
tigating Kiambu governor Kimani
Wamatangi.

High Court Judge Dorah Chepk-
wony ruled that the “status quo” be
maintained by the state offices and
agencies.

The directive comes ahead of a
ruling on July 4, on a preliminary
objection filed by the EACC. The
EACC is challenging the court’s
jurisdiction over a petition brought
by Kiambu voter Stephen Mwangi,
who seeks injunctive orders to pre-
vent these entities from “harassing”
governor Wamatangi.

The EACC, through its represen-
tative Ruth Kemunto, argued that
Mwangi’s application is “frivolous”
and that the resident has no legal
right to institute the application,
asserting that the court lacks juris-
diction to hear the matter. Kemunto
reiterated that the issue of jurisdic-
tion remains undetermined and that
the EACC is simply carrying out its
constitutional mandate.

Mwangi, however, informed the
court that the EACC has continued
to summon and harass the governor
despite the ongoing court proceed-
ings.

Representing the Attorney General,
Wanjiru Wanja requested for three
days to file and serve their submis-
sions, following the denial of their
earlier preliminary objection.

The application, filed under a certif-
icate of urgency by Mwangi, names
the Attorney General, Director of
Public Prosecutions m, Ethics and
Anti-Corruption Commission, Na-
tional Police Service and the Chief
Magistrate Milimani Law Courts
as respondents. Mwangi is seeking
injunctions to restrain and bar the
DPP, EACC, and the Chief Mag-
istrate Milimani Law Courts from
arresting and prosecuting Governor
Paul Kimani alias Wamatangi.

Both the Attorney General and the
Chief Magistrate Milimani Court
opposed Mwangi’s petition. They
argued that Mwangi had not demon-
strated any constitutional violation,
nor had he provided evidence of
suffering prejudice, damages, or
infringement of his rights and free-
doms by their offices.

The EACC also opposed the ap-
plication, stating that the procedure
used to bring the petition was “un-
known to law.” They further assert-
ed that the petitioner has no “locus
standi” (legal right) to institute the
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Stephen Mwangi a Kiambu a petitioner seeking Attorney General, EACC and NPS be barred from harrasing Governor

Wamatangi in Kiambu law courts.

plaint and no right to relief concern-
ing any alleged actions undertaken
by EACC in its investigations touch-
ing on the Kiambu Governor. The
EACC maintained its mandate to
investigate corruption and economic
crimes, emphasizing that it cannot
be stopped from exercising its law-
ful duties. Additionally, the EACC
argued that Mwangi had failed to
disclose any alleged constitutional
violations or identify specific con-
stitutional provisions infringed or
threatened.

In his petition, Mwangi had prayed
for the court to; Issue injunction or-
ders barring Governor Wamatangi’s
Deputy Governor Rosemary Kirika
from being sworn in or taking over
leadership of Kiambu County pend-
ing the petition’s determination.
Issue conservatory orders restrain-
ing and barring the EACC and NPS
from investigating or arresting gov-
ernor Wamatangi pending the hear-
ing and determination of the peti-
tion.

Interim orders restraining the Chief
Magistrate Milimani Court for
Anti-Corruption from proceeding
with Case Number MCACMISC/
E550/2025 pending the petition’s
hearing and determination.

The grounds of the petition primar-
ily allege that the EACC and NPS
have been harassing governor Wa-
matangi for “political reasons.”
Mwangi claimed that on April 15,

2025, in the early morning hours,
EACC and NPS unlawfully raided
the Governor’s residential home,
harassing him and his family with
the aim of “politically bringing him
down on account of fighting corrup-
tion.” He further stated that on the
same date, the EACC and NPS forc-
ibly escorted the Governor to Nairo-
bi Integrity House for interrogation
and to record a statement.

Mwangi asserted that, according
to his sources, Governor Wamatan-
gi’s political rivals, through their
bloggers on various social media
platforms, have confirmed that the
actions constitute a “political witch
hunt” intended to overthrow his
leadership and replace him with in-
dividuals of their choosing, “without
justice.” He cited public disclosures
by these bloggers, whom he de-
scribed as close associates of the
Governor’s political opponents, that
the events were “stage managed to
ouster Governor Wamatangi from
leadership due to his positive im-
pacts he has made in order to make
Kiambu great again.”

The petitioner further contended
that since the Kiambu County As-
sembly has found nothing wrong to
accuse Governor Wamatangi of, his
“political enemy has applied a new
methodology of using state machin-
ery to prosecute criminal element in
order to get him out of office.”
Mwangi stressed the necessity

of suspending the harassment by
EACC and NPS against Governor
Wamatangi to allow the petition to
be heard and determined. He argued
that continued harassment would
render the petition “nugatory” and
cause the people of Kiambu to lose
county services under his adminis-
tration. He concluded that “political
harassment through state’s agencies
violates Governor Wamatangi’s fun-
damental rights, and liberties and
freedoms under the Constitution of
Kenya 2010.”

“The respondents will not be prej-
udiced in any way if the orders
sought herein are granted. It is in
the interest of justice that my Gover-
nor Wamatangi be protected by the
honorable court pending the hearing
and determination of the present
petition,” read an affidavit from the
petitioner.



By: Raphael Ndakala Atanda
O @themtkenyatimes

Car & General held its 85th Annu-
al General Meeting on Thursday,
June 19, 2025 for the year ending
31 December 2024. During the vir-
tual meeting, shareholders approved
the recommended dividend of Shs
64,165,293 which is equal to Shs
0.80 per share.

Shareholders approved the retire-
ment of Madabhushi Soundararajan
as a member of the Board. Sound-
ararajan joined the Board in 2008.
They also approved the appointment
of Nikhil Rustam Hira as an Inde-
pendent Non-Executive Director.
Car & General saw various chal-
lenges during the period due to
constraints in the Kenyan market,
especially the boda boda business.
Operational  sustainability ~ was
achieved by the company’s transi-
tion to other business lines.

As a result, turnover for the twelve-
month period ending 31 December
2024 was Shs 21 billion against
Shs 27 billion achieved in the fif-
teen-month period ending 31 De-

Sat & Sun, June 21-22, 2025 | The Mt. Kenya Times

Car & General Holds Its Annual General Meeting

cember 2023 compared to Shs 2.1
billion in prior year. EBITDA (Earn-
ings before interest, tax, depreciation
and amortization) was Shs 1.5 billon
and the Group made a profit before
tax of Shs 526 million against a loss
of Kshs 273 million in the previous
year. The Company believes that un-
certainty will persist in 2025 given
the challenging global geo-politics
although East Africa will see less
turbulence.

Speaking after the AGM, Car &
General CEO said, “Key to success
will be maintaining strict fundamen-
tals in terms of higher efficiency
levels in all areas of business, main-
taining market share in core products
and achieving productivity across all
business. We have a balanced busi-
ness with five distinct business lines;
automotive and equipment distribu-
tion, real estate investment, financial
services, poultry and helmet man-
ufacturing. This diversity, coupled
with a broader geographical reach is
the backbone of our sustainability.”

Car & General is a diversified dis-
tributor of TVS motorcycles, Piag-
gio three wheelers, Kubota tractors,
Toyota forklifts, Cummins genera-
tors, Develon earthmovers among
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George Rubiri (right), General Manager of the company go through C&G’s integrated report during the annual general meeting

held on June 19, 2025..

other equipment in East Africa. Car
& General was the pioneered the use
of two and three wheelers as taxis in

Kenya over two decades ago.
Raphael Atanda works at Car &

General (Kenya) Plc as Head of

Communications, raphael.atanda@
cargen.com

Laikipia CS Koinange Backs Youth, Women In Laikipia’s
Climate And Economic Agenda

By: Suleiman Mbatiah
O @themtkenyatimes

Youth and women play a critical
role in climate action and economic
development, offering fresh ideas,
local solutions, and the energy need-
ed to build resilient, inclusive, and
sustainable communities.

County Secretary Wahome Koin-
ange echoed these sentiments during
the signing of a partnership agree-
ment between the County Govern-
ment of Laikipia and the Green Gen-
eration Initiative (GGI).

GGl is a Kenyan charity fostering
prosperous, eco-conscious  gen-
erations across Africa. It empow-
ers children, youth, women, and
communities through nature-based
solutions, green innovations, invest-
ments, and policies for a sustainable
future.

The deal, Koinange said, aims to
tackle climate change, restore de-
graded ecosystems, and promote en-
vironmental conservation across the

region. He emphasized that empow-
ering youth and women is not just a
moral imperative but a smart invest-
ment in Laikipia’s future.

“We’re tapping into local poten-
tial by equipping young people and
women with the tools, support, and
space they need to lead climate ac-
tion while driving meaningful eco-
nomic growth in their communi-
ties,” he said.

The partnership will support the es-
tablishment of fruit and coffee nurs-
eries in every Ward, managed by
local youth groups, and are expected
to boost agricultural productivity,
generate employment.

Koinange noted that this collabo-
ration is a practical expression of
Laikipia County’s broader climate
resilience strategy, anchored in the
County Environment Action Plan
(CEAP) 2025-2029 and the For-
est Landscape Restoration (FLR)
framework.

“This initiative is a game-changer.
It aligns perfectly with our goals in
advancing climate adaptation, pro-
moting sustainable land use, and
driving inclusive economic growth

that benefits communities at every
level,” he said.

Governor Irungu and GGI founder
Elizabeth Wathuti officially signed
the Memorandum of Understand-
ing, sealing a partnership grounded
in green innovation and grassroots
involvement.

Governor Irungu said the part-
nership marks a critical step in his
administration’s commitment to a
greener, more sustainable Laikipia
County while also building a resil-
ient community in addressing envi-
ronmental challenges.

“This initiative will not only create
employment opportunities but also
provide local farmers with access to
quality seedlings, enhancing agricul-
tural productivity across the county,”
noted while emphasizing that the
project will restore degraded lands.
Wathuti announced that her organi-
zation plans to plant trees in around
430 schools this academic term. This
week alone, she aims to cover 180
schools across six counties, growing
a total of 72,000 trees by the end of
the week

She added that the partnership

County Secretary Wahome Koinange

would strengthen her work with
schools, communities, and young
people across the county to restore
degraded land, water catchments
and green schools, all while creating
income generating opportunities for
the communities and more young
people.

“We’re especially excited about

supporting fruit trees and coffee tree
seedlings production across Laikipia
County, not just to grow trees, but
to also improve livelihoods. This
collaboration brings climate action
closer to the ground and to the peo-
ple,” she noted
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Tremendous Growth In Fish Farming As Tharaka Nithi
County Government Powers Aquaculture Revolution

By: Alex Njeru
O @themtkenyatimes

[
Worth Noting:

. The Hapa Nets
are vital for brooder
spawning, rearing ju-
veniles, and protecting
young fish from preda-
tors—ensuring optimal
growth conditions.

. “The success of
fish farming largely de-
pends on the quality of
fingerlings, quality fees
and water conditions,”
said Mr. Kiruja. “We
are committed to sup-
porting our hatcheries
and farmers not just for
today, but for the long-
term sustainability of
this sector.”

. There are cur-
rently 12 hatcheries
across Tharaka Nithi,
with eight well-estab-
lished and operational.
Before the County’s
intervention, farmers
were forced to travel to
Sagana and Mwea to

purchase fingerlings—an

often costly and risky
venture due to high fin-

gerling mortality during

transport.
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Tharaka Nithi County Fisheries officials led by Chief Officer Mr Antony Kiruya issue oxygen cylinders and Hapa Nets to hatcheries. Photo/Alex Njeru.

Fish farming is thriving like nev-
er before in Tharaka Nithi County,
thanks to sustained and strategic sup-
port from the County Government
under the leadership of Governor
Muthomi Njuki.

Once considered a minor agricul-
tural activity, aquaculture is now
transforming livelihoods across the
region—serving both household con-
sumption and commercial purposes.
The growth has been spurred by de-
liberate government interventions fo-
cused on knowledge transfer, access
to quality materials, and robust mar-
ket linkages.

The County Government, through
its Department of Fisheries, has been
instrumental in empowering fish
farmers by ensuring the availability
of high-quality and affordable finger-
lings produced by local hatcheries,
distribution of premium fish feeds
and provision of key aquaculture
equipment.

Yesterday, in a move aimed at further
enhancing fingerling survival and
farm productivity, Fisheries Chief
Officer Mr. Antony Kiruja issued ox-
ygen cylinders and Hapa Nets to four
functional hatcheries.

The Hapa Nets are vital for brooder
spawning, rearing juveniles, and pro-
tecting young fish from predators—
ensuring optimal growth conditions.

“The success of fish farming largely
depends on the quality of fingerlings,
quality fees and water conditions,”
said Mr. Kiruja. “We are commit-
ted to supporting our hatcheries and
farmers not just for today, but for the
long-term sustainability of this sec-
tor.”

There are currently 12 hatcheries
across Tharaka Nithi, with eight
well-established and operational. Be-
fore the County’s intervention, farm-
ers were forced to travel to Sagana
and Mwea to purchase fingerlings—
an often costly and risky venture due
to high fingerling mortality during
transport.

The provision of oxygen cylinders
will significantly solved this prob-
lem, reducing mortality and ensuring
healthy stock.

Kathima Fish Farm Director Mr.
Charles Njagi Marangu praised the
County for its unwavering support.
“Fish farming used to be strictly do-
mestic, but now it’s commercial. The
support we have received—from

equipment to training—has made all
the difference,” he said.

Ms. Betty Kithuci of Miracle Hatch-
eries echoed the sentiment. “I started
small, but with the County’s help, my
hatchery has grown remarkably. We
now supply farmers from all corners
of the county.”

Ms. Nelly Kendi, a fish farmer and
a hatchery owner from Mugwe Ward,
recalled the challenges of sourcing
fingerlings before local hatcheries
were established. “We used to lose
a lot of stock in transit. But today,
thanks to the support from the Coun-
ty, we are thriving.”

To further support the value chain,
the County has equipped every
sub-county with freezer storage units
and cool boxes to ease transportation
and preservation. Fishing nets have
also been distributed to farmers to
boost harvesting efficiency.

The current aquaculture develop-
ment programme is set to conclude
in one year, but there are strong calls
for its extension. Mr. Kiruja empha-
sized that the focus now is to make
the initiative self-sustaining—by em-
powering hatcheries, supporting feed
production, and ensuring strong mar-

ket systems are in place.

“We are building a future where fish
farming is not dependent on County
support, but on a well-established
system run by the farmers them-
selves. That means access to quality
feed, reliable fingerlings, cold storage
facilities, and market outlets must
continue seamlessly,” he noted.

He also encouraged farmers to em-
brace integrated farming practices to
diversify income and food sources.
As aquaculture cements its place in
Tharaka Nithi’s economic transfor-
mation, Governor Muthomi Njuki’s
administration continues to lead from
the front, ensuring that fish farming
becomes a lasting pillar of food se-
curity, youth employment, and rural
development.



By: Odhiambo Jerameel Kevins Owuor
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Worth Noting:

. Kenya’s recent
launch of its National Ar-
tificial Intelligence Strat-

egy 2025-2030 represents

a significant step toward
addressing the governance of
Al technologies, including
deepfakes. The strategy aims
to position the country as
Africa’s leading AI hub, driv-
ing sustainable development,
economic growth, and social
inclusion through innovative
Al solutions.

. This strategic
positioning acknowledges
the need for comprehensive
regulation that balances
innovation with protection
of individual and creator
rights. However, the strategy’s
emphasis on economic de-
velopment and technological
advancement must be care-
fully balanced with robust
protections against malicious
deepfakes that could under-
mine democratic processes,
particularly given Kenya’s vi-
brant political landscape and
the potential for deepfakes to
spread disinformation during
election periods.
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Deepfakes And Copyright In Kenya: Bridging The Digital
Divide In Intellectual Property Protection

Kenya stands at a critical juncture in
the digital age, where emerging tech-
nologies like deepfakes are reshaping
the landscape of intellectual property
rights. As Africa’s emerging technol-
ogy hub, Kenya faces unique chal-
lenges in addressing the intersection
of artificial intelligence-generated
content and copyright law. The rise
of deepfake technology sophisticated
Al systems that create hyper-realis-
tic but synthetic audiovisual content
presents both unprecedented oppor-
tunities and complex legal challenges
for Kenya’s creative industries, from
Nollywood collaborations to local
content creators on digital platforms.
The country’s position as a regional
leader in mobile money innovation
and digital infrastructure places it at
the forefront of needing robust legal
frameworks to address these emerg-
ing technological realities

The current legal framework gov-
erning copyright in Kenya, primari-
ly anchored in the Copyright Act of
2001 and its subsequent amendments,
including the Copyright (Amend-
ment) Act of 2022, was designed for
a pre-digital era and struggles to ad-
dress the complexities introduced by
Al-generated content. The Act pro-
vides copyright protection for literary,
musical and artistic works, audio-vi-
sual works, sound recordings and
broadcasts, and establishes the Kenya
Copyright Board. However, the tra-
ditional understanding of authorship
and originality becomes problematic
when applied to deepfakes, which
often utilize existing copyrighted ma-
terials images, videos, and voices of
Kenyan celebrities, politicians, and
ordinary citizens to create new syn-
thetic content. The question of wheth-
er deepfakes constitute derivative
works under Kenyan law or represent
entirely new creations remains legal-
ly ambiguous, creating enforcement
challenges for rights holders and un-
certainty for content creators.
Kenya’s recent launch of its National
Artificial Intelligence Strategy 2025-
2030 represents a significant step to-
ward addressing the governance of Al
technologies, including deepfakes.
The strategy aims to position the
country as Africa’s leading Al hub,
driving sustainable development,
economic growth, and social inclu-
sion through innovative Al solutions.
This strategic positioning acknowl-
edges the need for comprehensive
regulation that balances innovation
with protection of individual and cre-
ator rights. However, the strategy’s
emphasis on economic development
and technological advancement must
be carefully balanced with robust pro-

tections against malicious deepfakes
that could undermine democratic
processes, particularly given Kenya’s
vibrant political landscape and the
potential for deepfakes to spread dis-
information during election periods.
The enforcement challenges facing
Kenya in addressing deepfake-relat-
ed copyright infringement are com-
pounded by the country’s digital in-
frastructure realities. While Kenya
has achieved remarkable success in
mobile connectivity and digital finan-
cial services, the rapid viral spread
of deepfakes across social media
platforms and messaging apps like
WhatsApp presents monitoring dif-
ficulties for copyright holders. The
Kenya Copyright Board’s current
enforcement mechanisms, designed
primarily for traditional piracy cases,
are inadequately equipped to handle
the speed and scale at which deep-
fakes can be created and disseminat-
ed. Unlike developed economies with
sophisticated digital forensics capa-
bilities, Kenya lacks the technical
infrastructure and expertise necessary
for real-time detection and takedown
of infringing deepfake content, leav-
ing creators vulnerable to widespread
unauthorized use of their likenesses
and works.

The cultural and social implications
of deepfakes in Kenya extend beyond
traditional copyright concerns to en-
compass broader issues of dignity,
reputation, and gender-based vio-
lence. In a society where communal
respect and social standing hold sig-
nificant value, deepfake technology
poses particular risks to individuals,
especially women, who may become
targets of non-consensual synthetic
media. The intersection of copyright
law with Kenya’s constitutional pro-
visions on dignity and privacy creates

a complex legal landscape where
multiple areas of law must work in
harmony. The lack of specific legisla-
tion addressing deepfakes means that
victims must rely on a patchwork of
legal remedies, including copyright
infringement  claims, defamation
suits, and constitutional petitions,
none of which adequately address
the unique harms posed by synthetic
media.

Economic considerations play a
crucial role in shaping Kenya’s ap-
proach to deepfake regulation, par-
ticularly given the country’s growing
creative economy. The film industry,
music sector, and digital content cre-
ation represent significant economic
opportunities, but these industries
require strong intellectual proper-
ty protections to thrive. Deepfakes
that misappropriate the likenesses
of Kenyan artists, actors, and public
figures not only violate copyright but
also threaten the commercial value
of authentic content. However, over-
ly restrictive regulations could stifle
innovation in Kenya’s emerging Al
sector and limit the country’s ability
to compete in the global digital econ-
omy. The challenge lies in crafting
regulations that protect creators while
preserving space for legitimate uses
of Al technology, including parody,
commentary, and artistic expression
that are vital to Kenya’s vibrant cre-
ative culture.

Looking toward regional and inter-
national cooperation, Kenya’s ap-
proach to deepfakes and copyright
must consider its role within the East
African Community and the broad-
er African Union framework. The
borderless nature of digital content
means that deepfakes created in one
jurisdiction can easily spread across
the region, requiring coordinated re-

sponses. Kenya’s leadership in tech-
nology within East Africa positions it
to influence regional standards for Al
governance and copyright protection.
Additionally, Kenya’s participation
in international copyright treaties
and its obligations under the World
Intellectual Property Organization
framework require alignment be-
tween domestic deepfake regulations
and international best practices. The
country must balance its desire for
technological sovereignty with the
need for interoperability with global
copyright enforcement mechanisms.
The path forward for Kenya requires
a comprehensive reform of its copy-
right framework that specifically ad-
dresses Al-generated content while
maintaining flexibility for future
technological developments. This re-
form should include clear definitions
of deepfakes, establishing liability
frameworks for Al developers, users,
and platforms, and creating expedit-
ed enforcement mechanisms suitable
for the digital age. Additionally, Ken-
ya must invest in building technical
capacity for deepfake detection and
digital forensics while fostering pub-
lic awareness about the implications
of synthetic media. The success of
Kenya’s approach will depend on
collaboration between government,
civil society, the technology sector,
and creative industries to develop
solutions that protect rights while
enabling innovation. As Kenya con-
tinues to position itself as Africa’s
technology leader, its handling of
the deepfake challenge will serve as
a model for other developing nations
grappling with the intersection of Al
and intellectual property rights in the
digital age.

The writer is a lawyer and legal
researcher
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Marcella Karimi: The Visionary Woman Behind Kenya’s
Ai-Powered Somasoma Platform

By: Alfred Lobawoi
O @themtkenyatimes

Worth Noting:

“As a published author, I
wrote books like Legends of
Kaya and Other Stories and
Nguli wa Kaya na Hadithi
Nyingine and through my
role in education publishing,
I became passionate about
creating resources tailored
directly to the Competen-
cy-Based Curriculum (CBC),
also known as Competen-
cy-Based Education (CBE)

Somasoma directly addresses
these gaps by automating
administrative tasks and
providing curriculum-spe-
cific content from schemes
of work to video lessons,
freeing educators to focus

on what matters most: their
students.

The platform is compliant
with education data policies
in Kenya, and we prohibit
the sharing of any student
information with third-party
companies.

We are careful to give parents
control and visibility over
their children’s progress and
data.”

1. Tell us about your journey

My name is Marcella Karimi. So-
masoma’s dream began in high
school, when I was at Starehe Girls’
Centre, where we were fortunate to
have smart classrooms and internet
access. That experience opened my
eyes to the potential technology holds
in education.

After high school, I enrolled at the
University of Nairobi to pursue a
Bachelor’s degree in Education
(Arts). After graduation, I worked
in a leading publishing company in
Kenya, where I got a broad view of
what happens in classrooms, from
designing books to understanding the
struggles of both teachers and learn-
ers.

During my teaching practice at Alli-
ance High School, I saw firsthand the
heavy workloads teachers face, from
manually drafting schemes of work
and writing numerous lesson plans by
hand. It was a time-intensive process
that made me realise something need-
ed to be done.

As a published author, I wrote books
like Legends of Kaya and Other Sto-
ries and Nguli wa Kaya na Hadithi
Nyingine and through my role in ed-
ucation publishing, I became passion-
ate about creating resources tailored
directly to the Competency-Based
Curriculum (CBC), also known as
Competency-Based Education (CBE)

With the evolution of Artificial Intel-
ligence, I saw a huge opportunity to
streamline this process. I had a clear
education-centric solution in mind,
but I'm a teacher and a storyteller,
not a software engineer. So I teamed
up with Shadrack Apollo, a software
engineer and entrepreneur, who has
previously successfully founded tech
companies and platforms.

Together, we turned my education
expertise and his technical skills into
Somasoma Al, a powerful tool de-
signed to ease workloads for educa-
tors and empower children to learn
smarter.

2. What specific gaps in Kenya’s
CBC/CBE curriculum did you see
that prompted the creation of So-
masoma?

We noticed a huge gap in quality,
context-specific resources and admin-
istrative tools for teachers and parents
to implement the Competency-Based
Curriculum (CBC) effectively.

Most available materials were either
hardcopy books or disconnected from
the local context.

Additionally, teachers were spending
countless hours manually preparing
schemes of work, exams, and reports,
which meant less time for actual
teaching.

On the student side, we also realised
there was a critical need for tailored
Kenyan video content.

When you search on platforms like
YouTube, you rarely find videos that
match our curriculum and context.

Somasoma lets Kenyan teachers cre-
ate and share video lessons aligned to
the CBC, and our Al is encrypted to
follow the Kenyan curriculum, mak-
ing sure the content is accurate, rele-
vant, and safe for children.

Somasoma directly addresses these

gaps by automating administrative
tasks and providing curriculum-spe-
cific content from schemes of work
to video lessons, freeing educators
to focus on what matters most: their
students.

3. What has been the reception so
far among schools and educators
who are using Somasoma?

The reception has been positive and
enthusiastic.

Teachers appreciate how much time
it saves them, generating schemes of
work, assessments, and reports in-
stantly and parents appreciate having
a safe, personalised platform to help
their children revise and learn with-
out distractions.

Some have called it a “game-chang-
er” for their classrooms, reducing
their workloads by nearly 80%.

4. How do you ensure safety and
privacy of students using this plat-
form, especially in a digital-first en-
vironment?

Safety and privacy were a top priori-
ty from the outset.

Somasoma is designed to be a closed,
curated environment, free from dis-
tractions and harmful content.

We employ age-appropriate controls,
strong password protection, and data
encryption to safeguard all informa-
tion.

The platform is compliant with ed-
ucation data policies in Kenya, and
we prohibit the sharing of any student
information with third-party compa-
nies.

We are careful to give parents con-
trol and visibility over their children’s
progress and data.

5. How does this platform use Al to
support teachers in creating lesson
plans and schemes of work?

Somasoma’s Al parses the curricu-
lum’s requirements and instantly gen-
erates schemes of work, lesson plans,
exams, and marking schemes tailored
to the grade and subject.

Instead of spending hours manually
drafting these documents, a teacher
simply enters a few details, and the
platform produces high-calibre, cur-
riculum-specific materials in minutes.

This lets educators devote their time
and energy toward delivering impact-
ful lessons and mentoring their stu-
dents instead of being bogged down
by administrative tasks.

Somasoma is built with a teacher in
mind.

Instead of using generic Als that
require numerous prompts and tri-
al-and-error, our Al already under-
stands the Kenyan curriculum and a
teacher’s needs.

It provides effortless, context-specif-
ic automation, allowing educators to
do their best to teach and inspire their
learners.

6. Is the platform accessible and
usable in areas with limited inter-
net? How?

Somasoma is designed to be light
and adaptable.

It performs well on smartphones
and low-cost tablets, which are more
available in rural areas and we’re

currently working on adding offline
capabilities.

Once implemented, this will enable
students and teachers to continue ac-
cessing resources, including the Al
interactive flipbooks, and video les-
sons, even when the internet drops or
is unreliable.

Learners will be able to study safe-
ly and effectively from home, replay
video lessons and use personalised,
curriculum-specific content without
needing a constant internet connec-
tion.

For now, we’re optimising the plat-
form to use minimal data and run
smoothly on low-cost devices, while
we develop these future offline fea-
tures to make education more acces-
sible for all.

7. What challenges did you face
while creating the Somasoma plat-
form?

Some of the main challenges were:
Aligning the technology directly
with the (CBC/CBE) and keeping up
with a Kenyan education system that
evolves daily with new policies and
guidelines.

We overcome this by working close-
ly with educators and policymakers,
trialling the platform in classrooms
and making iterative improvements
based on their feedback.

Convincing parents and educators to
embrace Al:

Some were unsure whether technol-
ogy would be helpful or harmful to
their children’s education.

We had to demonstrate that So-
masoma is designed to be a safe,
personalised and interactive tool, not
a shortcut, helping children learn to
think and adapt to a changing world.
We overcome these obstacles by en-
gaging directly with parents and ed-
ucators, listening to their concerns,
and demonstrating through work-
shops and trial sessions how Somaso-
ma nurtures deep understanding and
problem-solving skills, not just mem-
orisation.

8. What are your future plans con-
cerning digital learning in Kenya?

We aim to expand Somasoma’s reach
to all 47 counties in Kenya and then
across East Africa.

We want to develop additional mod-
ules like gamified literacy and numer-
acy content for lower primary, certi-
fication programs for teachers, and
analytical tools for education policy
makers.

Ultimately, we hope Somasoma be-
comes the leading education ecosys-
tem, a tool that transforms education
delivery and prepares Africa’s chil-
dren for future success.

9. What advice would you give to
young innovators who want to create
solutions for classroom challenges?

My greatest advice is just start with
or without funding and leverage
whatever skills you already have to
bring your ideas to life.

I initially thought I’d need an ac-
celerator or a lot of funding first, but
after meeting Shadrack, we put our
brains together, he took care of the
technical side while I provided edu-
cation expertise — teamwork makes
the dream work.

It’s also okay to seek communities
of people who share your passion and
mission, to learn from them and grow
together.

Be proactive in asking questions and
don’t sit on your ideas. start and learn
along the way.

Most of all, do your research.

Talk to teachers, learners, and par-
ents, find the gaps, listen to their
struggles and resonate with their
needs.

Your innovations should solve real
problems in the classroom and em-
power future generations.

Using what you have and staying
true to your mission, you can make a
huge, lasting impact.

10. How can one reach out to learn
more or check out your platform?
Visit our platform: https://somaso-
ma.app

Follow us on LinkedIn: Somasoma
Al

Or write to us directly at info@so-
masoma.app, we're happy to share
more or collaborate!
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Floyd Shivambu’s Political Gam-
bit: Power, Principle, Or Personal
Project?

1. The Enigma of Floyd Shivambu
In the ever-fluctuating realm of
South African politics - where loy-
alty often bows to expediency and
ideologies warp under the pressure
of power - Floyd Shivambu has
emerged as both a compelling fig-
ure and a controversial operator. His
political journey, beginning with-
in the African National Congress
Youth League (ANCYL), maturing
through the founding of the Eco-
nomic Freedom Fighters (EFF), and
veering into murky territory through
his recent engagements with Jacob
Zuma’s uMkhonto weSizwe Party
(MKP) and self-proclaimed proph-
et Shepherd Bushiri, suggests a
man either reshaping revolutionary
thought or consolidating power for
a more personal mission.

Now, as whispers mount about the
formation of his own political out-
fit - Mawisa - questions reverberate
through South Africa’s fractured
political landscape: Has Shivambu
finally broken with his ideologi-
cal lineage? Was his dalliance with
MKP an act of subterfuge or strate-
gic curiosity? And above all, is this
about national reform - or the ambi-
tions of one man?

2. From Red Beret to Revolution-
ary: The EFF Genesis

Shivambu’s political gravitas was
cemented alongside Julius Male-
ma in the post-Polokwane era,
when both were expelled from the
ANC and responded with a new vi-
sion: Economic Freedom Fighters.
Founded in 2013, the EFF posi-
tioned itself as a radical alternative
to ANC centrism - a revolutionary
pan-Africanist, anti-capitalist for-
mation that channeled discontent
over land reform, economic exclu-
sion, and youth unemployment.
Shivambu served as the party’s dep-
uty president and policy maestro, of-
ten crafting the ideological scaffold-
ing behind its sharp parliamentary
performances and electoral mes-
saging. His economic sophistication
lent credibility to the EFF’s radical
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rhetoric. Yet by 2022, rifts began
to surface. Internal disagreements
regarding accountability - most no-
tably surrounding the VBS Mutual

Bank scandal, where Shivambu’s
younger brother Brian was impli-
cated - triggered tension within the
central command.

Despite dismissals and clarifica-
tions, questions persisted. Shivam-
bu’s increasing independence within
the party, his selective silences, and
his back-channel dialogues with
various political actors fed specula-
tion about a deeper schism.

3. A Quiet Exit: Shivambu Leaves
the EFF

In August 2024, Shivambu tendered
his resignation from all leadership
structures within the EFF. The an-
nouncement was terse; there was no
grand press conference, only a letter
circulated to select media houses.
Publicly, the reason cited was “irrec-
oncilable ideological differences.”
But the vacuum left behind invited
speculation.

Was he forced out? Or did he walk
away to preserve a more ambitious
plan?

Some insiders claim his exit fol-
lowed a failed internal challenge
to Julius Malema’s growing “cult
of personality.” Others allege that
Shivambu had lost control over the
EFF’s policy direction, marginalized
by Malema’s populist tone and con-
frontational style.

Political analyst Nompumelelo
Runji noted in a SABC News panel
(Oct 2024), “We mustn’t overlook
that Shivambu was not just a figure-
head - he was the EFF’s intellectual
capital. His departure signaled not
just internal discord but a pivot point
in the party’s ideological journey.”
4. The Zuma Detour: An Unlikely
Alliance

Within months, Shivambu emerged
- rather shockingly - as an informal
affiliate of Jacob Zuma’s MKP, a
party founded in 2023 to galvanize
nationalist and traditionalist senti-
ments among ANC dissidents. For
an individual who had previously
lambasted Zuma for state capture
and ‘“authoritarian populism,” the
alignment raised eyebrows.

Was it opportunism, or had he seen
in MKP a vehicle for revolutioniz-
ing policy from within?

Shivambu’s participation in strate-
gy meetings in KwaZulu-Natal and
his appearance at an MKP youth
forum sparked rumors of his im-
minent absorption into the party’s
leadership. However, internal MKP
sources - speaking to City Press in
January 2025 - alleged that Shivam-

Floyd Shivambu

bu’s presence stoked paranoia with-
in Zuma’s inner circle.

Within MKP’s inner circles, whis-
pers of suspicion clung to Shivambu
like smoke. To some insiders, his
quiet demeanor and probing ques-
tions raised red flags; they believed
he wasn’t simply there as a support-
er, but as a political operative - an
outsider collecting information un-
der the guise of collaboration. Doubt
crept into the corridors of influence,
and eventually, Jacob Zuma himself
grew wary, unable to fully trust Shi-
vambu’s intentions. The perception
that he was a mole - watching, lis-
tening, reporting - shaped the under-
current that led to his quiet sidelin-
ing.

Ultimately, his recall from MKP
functions followed a clandestine
visit to Shepherd Bushiri in Mala-
wi, viewed as a betrayal by MKP’s
senior leadership and a red flag for
nationalist purists.

5. Bushiri and the Malawi Meeting:
Calculated or Catastrophic?

The trip to Malawi - conducted
under ambiguous circumstances
- further muddied Shivambu’s in-
tentions. Though Bushiri remains
popular among segments of south-
ern Africa’s spiritual community,
his political entanglements and fugi-
tive status in South Africa made the
meeting politically radioactive.

Some speculate Shivambu sought
spiritual counsel; others claim it
was a move to access Bushiri’s vast
pan-African networks and potential
funding streams. Regardless, the op-
tics were disastrous.

Political writer Modibe Modiba
tweeted in February 2025: “Shivam-
bu’s spiritual diplomacy with Bushi-
ri? It’s either genius or a desperate
bid for relevance.” The tweet went
viral, sparking memes of Shivambu
as a “prophet in politics.”

6. Mawisa: The Birth of a “People’s
Movement”

By March 2025, posters started cir-
culating on social media under the
enigmatic banner “Mawisa - The
People’s Voice.” Though not yet
officially launched, early indicators
pointed to Shivambu as its architect.

The term Mawisa, rooted in several
indigenous languages, loosely trans-
lates to “waters that shift” - aptly
symbolizing both his political re-
emergence and the fluidity of South
Africa’s party system.

Initial policy leaks show promises
to:

. Reform land expropriation
policies with technocratic planning.

. Introduce universal basic
income for youth.

. Embrace a pan-African
trade and education compact.

Shivambu’s public statements ref-

erence “a decaying political system
propped up by cults, factions, and
nostalgia,” veiled critiques of both
the EFF and ANC. In a recent inter-
view with PowerFM, he declared:
“Mawisa is not about personalities.
It’s about reshaping the social con-
tract between the state and its citi-
zens.”

7. Is Shivambu Power-Hungry or
Strategically Misunderstood?
Critics argue his moves mirror
those of political opportunists: dis-
card old allies, forge temporary alli-
ances, and create your own platform
when power slips away. Yet others
insist Shivambu remains true to his
ideals, merely frustrated by party
machines that suffocate dissent.
Veteran journalist Karima Brown
once described him as “a surgeon
with a machete - precise in his think-
ing, messy in his politics.” That met-
aphor seems apt today.

He is both revered and reviled: a
technocrat to some, a traitor to oth-
ers.

8. The Cult Question: Critique of
EFF and ANC Structures

In recent addresses, Shivambu

Contd page 21
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has been unsparing in his critique
of hierarchical political structures.
Without naming names, he lambast-
ed “pseudo-revolutionary parties hi-
jacked by celebrity egos.”

EFF insiders see this as a direct jab
at Malema, while ANC loyalists see
echoes of Cyril Ramaphosa’s crit-
ics. Whether these barbs resonate
beyond disenchanted urban voters
remains to be seen.

In a township forum in Soweto,
23-year-old activist Naledi Mokoena
remarked: “Shivambu talks different
now. He sounds tired of fighting
from within. Maybe he’s building
something new. Or maybe he’s just
mad he wasn’t the chosen one.”

9. Public Perception and Political
Capital

The ultimate test of Mawisa’s vi-
ability lies not in slogans or mani-
festos, but in the hearts of South
Africans. Will disillusioned youth
see Shivambu as a vessel for their
frustrations? Or has the volatility of
his recent moves alienated potential
supporters?

Early polling by the Institute for
Democratic Alternatives in South
Africa (IDASA) shows 8-11% of
young urban voters expressing “in-
terest” in a new political alternative
led by Shivambu. That is no small
base - but it’s far from electoral
dominance.

As 2026 local elections loom,
Mawisa may attract small-scale
wins - municipal wards, council
seats - but will it crack the hegemo-
ny of the ANC, EFF, or Democratic
Alliance? Analysts remain skeptical,
citing limited resources, fragmented
organizing, and Shivambu’s contro-
versial past.

10. Shivambu’s Gambit: A Threat
or Just Tremors?

Floyd Shivambu’s emergence with
the budding Mawisa movement in-
troduces an air of disruption into a
political atmosphere long dominated
by the African National Congress
(ANC), Democratic Alliance (DA),
and Economic Freedom Fighters
(EFF). Yet disruption is not domi-
nance. While his rhetorical precision
and history of ideological influence
make him a noteworthy contender,
Shivambu lacks the wide organiza-
tional scaffolding and entrenched
constituency that these larger parties
command. His departure from the
EFF and flirtation with uMkhonto
weSizwe (MKP) left a trail of frac-

tured trust, and it’s unclear whether
his new vision can translate into a
coherent and mobilized base beyond
early urban curiosity.

For the ANC, Shivambu poses more
of a symbolic threat than a practical
one - for now. His critique of geron-
tocratic governance and corruption
resonates with younger voters dis-
illusioned by the party’s protract-
ed scandals and policy inertia. If
Mawisa captures the imagination of
ANC’s youth demographic, it could
siphon energy from internal reform-
ers and challenge the ANC’s claim
to being the sole liberation legacy.
But unless Shivambu can embed his
message in local governance battles
and community networks, his threat
will remain theoretical rather than
electoral.

The DA, characterized by its liberal
constitutionalism and centrist pull,
has less overlap with Shivambu’s
brand of economic radicalism and
Africanist rhetoric. Still, his propos-
al for technocratically guided land
reform and economic justice could
attract a sliver of Black profession-
als or restless youth who view the
DA’s race-blind positioning as tone-
deaf. Yet for the most part, Shivam-
bu’s ideological compass is set in a
different direction, making his chal-
lenge to the DA more ideological
than directly competitive.

It’s the EFF, however, that feels
Shivambu’s heat most directly. He
was once its ideological architect,
and now his condemnation of “per-
sonality cults” and performative
radicalism slices close to home. If
Mawisa gains traction, it won’t just
peel away disaffected cadres - it may
expose the fragility of the EFF’s in-
ternal democracy and policy cred-
ibility. But whether Shivambu’s
movement blooms into a sustained
political alternative or withers under
the weight of South Africa’s elec-
toral terrain depends on one crucial
test: Can he transform personal nar-
rative into collective momentum, or
will his movement remain a solitary
stand against the giants he once
helped build?

11. Zuma’s Decision: Strategic
Safeguard or Premature Purge?
Jacob Zuma’s decision to relieve
Floyd Shivambu of his position as
secretary-general of the MK Par-
ty was, on the surface, a move to
preserve party discipline and cohe-
sion. The official reason - Shivam-
bu’s unsanctioned visit to Shepherd
Bushiri in Malawi - was framed as a
breach of protocol and a liability to
the party’s image. Given the MKP’s
fragile legitimacy and its reliance

Floyd Shivambu’s Political Gambit

on a tightly controlled narrative,
Zuma may have felt compelled to
act swiftly to avoid internal dissent
or public scandal. In that sense, the
removal could be interpreted as a
strategic safeguard, reinforcing the
party’s intolerance for perceived
insubordination and protecting its
brand from association with contro-
versial figures like Bushiri.
However, the timing and manner
of Shivambu’s dismissal raise ques-
tions about whether Zuma acted too
hastily - or under pressure from fac-
tions within his own circle. Shivam-
bu later claimed that Zuma had ini-
tially approved the Malawi trip and
only reversed his stance after being
influenced by “political scoundrels”
exploiting Zuma’s trust. If true, this
suggests that the decision may have
been less about principle and more
about palace politics. Shivambu’s
growing popularity, his independent
media engagements, and his subtle
critiques of party leadership may
have triggered insecurities among
Zuma’s loyalists, prompting a pre-
emptive strike to neutralize a poten-
tial rival rather than a genuine disci-
plinary response.

In hindsight, Zuma’s move may
have cost the MKP more than it
gained. Shivambu’s removal not
only fractured the party’s internal
unity but also gave him the moral
high ground to launch consultations
for a new political movement. His
narrative of being ousted for “lis-
tening to the people” has resonated
with some disillusioned supporters.

By acting when he did, Zuma may
have inadvertently accelerated the
rise of a competing force - one that
could siphon off the very base MKP
hoped to consolidate. Whether this
was a miscalculation or a necessary
sacrifice remains to be seen, but the
political fallout is already reshaping
the terrain.

12. Conclusion: A Disruptor or a
Divider in South African Politics?
As the dust settles around Floyd
Shivambu’s political metamorpho-
sis, one truth becomes increasingly
difficult to ignore: he is far from
finished - and even farther from
being easily understood. With each
unexpected move, Shivambu defies
the typical arc of political fallout.
He doesn’t retreat; he recalibrates.
Whether Mawisa matures into a
fully-fledged people’s movement,
lingers as a symbolic footnote in
South Africa’s post-liberation poli-
tics, or collapses under the weight of
its contradictions, will hinge on Shi-
vambu’s ability to bridge credibil-
ity with constituency - to convince
a skeptical electorate that his shifts
are guided by conviction rather than
calculation.

Navigating South Africa’s political
terrain is no small feat. Trust has
become both the most valuable and
the most volatile currency in its de-
mocracy. Shivambu enters this space
with both an advantage and a burden:
he possesses the ideological clarity
that helped shape the EFF, yet bears
the scars of internal conflict, allega-
tions of hypocrisy, and an ever-pres-

ent suspicion of self-interest. His
challenge now is not just to distance
himself from old narratives but to
construct a new one - one powerful
enough to cut through cynicism and
rally a coalition of the disillusioned,
the disaffected, and the daring.

The question that looms over ev-
ery speech, every policy outline,
and every strategic alliance is this:
is Shivambu genuinely trying to
rescue the soul of revolutionary
politics from structures he sees as
compromised? Or is Mawisa simply
the latest stage for an ambitious tac-
tician intent on carving out a person-
al empire amid fragmentation and
fatigue? In a country where political
rebirths are frequent yet fragile, sin-
cerity is often judged retroactively -
only time will reveal which version
of Shivambu history accepts.

But one thing is clear - South Afti-
can politics has never lacked spec-
tacle, seismic shifts, or stirring re-
invention. In Floyd Shivambu, we
may be witnessing the convergence
of all three: a disruptor who could
either fracture the landscape further
or channel its chaos into something
entirely new. In this unfolding sto-
ry, prediction is perilous. Only per-
sistence, and the public’s pulse, will
determine the shape of his legacy.
And for now, the stage remains his
to command - or to lose.
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*The Kenya Tourism Board (KTB) will spearhead the revitalization of golf tourism in Kenya to position

Kenya as premier global golf destination.

KTB To Enhance Revitalization Of
Golf Tourism In Kenya

Vipingo Ridge Resort Manager David Marsh, KTB Company Secretary Allan Njoroge, KTB Chairman Francis Gichaba and Carol Kinyanjui from Pebble

Travel at the golf tourism forum.

The Kenya Tourism Board
(KTB) will spearhead the revi-
talization of golf tourism in Ken-
ya to position Kenya as premier
global golf destination.

In order to establish the nation
as a top golf destination World-
wide, the tourism marketing
agency will concentrate on inte-
gration and strategic alliances.

Golf travellers are among the
highest spenders in the tourism
industry, averaging $3,200 per
trip which is three times more
than traditional leisure tourists.

Speaking during a Golf Tourism
Stakeholders’ forum convened in
Nairobi, KTB Chairman Francis
Gichaba expressed confidence
in Kenya’s potential to gain a
stronger foothold in global golf
tourism.

He cited the growing interna-
tional interest seen at recent
events such as the International
Golf Travel Market (IGTM) in
Lisbon, where Kenya attracted
notable attention from affluent

markets like Portugal and Ger-
many.

“Kenya is home to some of
Africa’s most spectacular and
challenging courses. We’ve al-
ready witnessed increased buyer
interest in premium golf-safari
packages. The global market is
expanding, and as a destination
we must move swiftly to claim a
bigger share by investing in in-
frastructure, marketing, and col-
laborative strategies,” Gichaba
remarked.

He underlined the need of con-
certed efforts by the public and
private  sectors, highlighting
cooperative projects and invest-
ments in golf tourist marketing
and infrastructure as essential to
boosting Kenya’s standing inter-
nationally.

Golf tourism is among the high-
est-yield segments within the
global travel sector with its mar-
ket value expanding at annual
rates of 3% to 9% across regions.

Golf tourists not only spend

more but also stay longer and
disperse their benefits across
multiple sectors including hos-
pitality, transportation, retail and
community enterprises.

TB CEO June Chepkemei
echoed the call for accelerated
action, urging the need to create
innovative, integrated experi-
ences that distinguish Kenya as
a unique golf destination. She
noted that Kenya holds a strong
position with its combination of
world-class golf courses, wild-
life safaris, and coastal attrac-
tions.

“Golf travelers are among the
highest spenders in the tour-
ism industry, averaging almost
three times more than tradition-
al leisure tourists. Events like
the Magical Kenya Open have
provided great exposure, but we
must build on that momentum to
attract year-round traffic,” said
Chepkemei.

She further highlighted the need
to address barriers to access, re-

frame golf as an inclusive sport,
and develop products that cater
to emerging segments such as
youth, women, and multi-gen-
erational travelers. Digital en-
gagement, sustainability, and
community-based programs, she
added, are essential to long-term
growth.

The KTB CEO also emphasized
regional integration as a strate-
gic opportunity, pointing to the
ongoing Sunshine Development
Tour — East Africa Swing as a
promising avenue for cross-bor-
der collaboration providing the
opportunity to create multi-desti-
nation itineraries and joint mar-
keting campaigns.

The recognition of Kenya as
Africa’s Best Golf Destination
in 2020, highlights the immense
potential and appeal of Kenya’s
potential in the niche segment.

KBC
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their outstanding performance in the just concluded KVF National League

KPC Volleyball Club Rewarded Ksh 2
Million For League Victory

kenya Pipelis

KP(

Kema Pipiller (amp)

Kenya Pipeline Volleyball Club
has been awarded Ksh 2 million
by Kenya Pipeline Company
(KPC) for their outstanding per-
formance in the just concluded
Kenya Volleyball Federation
(KVF) National League, where
they reclaimed the league title for
the 1st time since 2022.

Speaking while handing over the
cheque to the team, Kenya Pipe-
line Company Managing Director
Joe Sang reassured the team of
continued support and encouraged
them to continue with the same
zeal.

‘We’ll continue supporting the
team, and I can assure you that
with a lot of hard work and sup-
port from the company, which is
the sponsor, we should be able
to see this team again retain the
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trophy, but more importantly, we
want to go for the Africa Champi-
onship trophy.” He said.

Head Coach Geofrey Omondi
noted that the team is working to
improve on missed opportunities.
“We have gotten the best support
from the company, and we intend
to do better in the coming season,
working on our skills and ensuring
that the trophies that we missed
this season are brought home next
season,” said KPC head coach
Geffrey Omondi.

Apart from the league’s victory,
the team also celebrated notable
individual awards with their out-
side hitter Daisy Letting, who was
named Most Valuable Player; Em-
maculate Nekesa, who was rec-
ognised as the Best Setter; captain
Gladys Ekaru, who was named

Best Middle Blocker; and Loice
Simiyu, who won the Best Oppo-
site title.

The team also celebrated players
who got selected to the national
team, Malkia Strikers: Emmacu-
late Nyongesa, Celestine Nyonge-
sa, Loice Simiyu, Gladys Ekaru,
Lydia Emokol, Elizabeth Sokoiyo,
Mariam Musa, and Daisy Leting.
Sharon Arusei and Gaudencia
Makokha have been selected for
Team Kenya for the upcoming
Continental Beach Volleyball
Championship set to take place
from June 23rd to 30th in Tetouan
and Martil, Morocco.

Naomi Too, the team’s assis-
tant coach, has been appointed to
Team Kenya as the beach volley-
ball coach for the girls team for
the upcoming Ist Africa School

IHE Eﬂllﬂlﬂ?

Games, which will be held in Al-
giers, Algeria, from 26th July to
Sth August.

The team is now gearing up for
the upcoming Kenya Cup, which
will start on 5th July at the Nyayo
Stadium Gymnasium as they pre-
pare for continental assignment.

KBC
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Worth Noting:

. Martie’s journey
is a powerful reminder
that resilience is not just
about bouncing back
from adversity, but about
growing and thriving in
the face of challenges.
Through her writing,
speaking, and mentorship,
Martie shares her story of
resilience, inspiring others
to own their narrative,
find their inner strength,
and rise above their strug-
gles.

. Martie is a four-
time best-selling author,
known for her acclaimed
books “Creative Chaos
Warrior;,” “100 Voices

of Women,” “Expertas

Sin Fronteras,” and “She
Wins.” Her writing offers
raw, uplifting lessons in
courage and growth, and
has resonated with readers
worldwide. As a dynam-
ic speaker, Martie has
inspired audiences from
ages 8 to 80, sharing her
message of hope, resil-
ience, and empowerment.

ART, Culture & Books

ackpage

Biography:

Martie M. Smith is a trailblazing
figure in the world of resilience and
empowerment. As a U.S. veteran,
multi-time best-selling author, and
internationally recognized voice of
resilience, Martie has dedicated her
life to inspiring others to overcome
adversity and thrive. Her life story is
a testament to the power of persever-
ance, healing, and transformation.
From her early days as a mechanic
to her current role as a mentor and
inspirational speaker, Martie has
walked a path of remarkable growth
and self-discovery. Despite facing
numerous personal trials, including
surgeries, reinventions, caregiving,
and starting over, Martie has turned
her pain into purpose, becoming a
beacon of strength for others across
generations.

A Journey of Resilience

Martie’s journey is a powerful re-
minder that resilience is not just
about bouncing back from adversity,
but about growing and thriving in
the face of challenges. Through her
writing, speaking, and mentorship,
Martie shares her story of resilience,
inspiring others to own their narra-
tive, find their inner strength, and
rise above their struggles.

Acclaimed Author and Speaker

Martie is a four-time best-selling
author, known for her acclaimed
books “Creative Chaos Warrior,”
“100 Voices of Women,” “Expertas
Sin Fronteras,” and “She Wins.” Her
writing offers raw, uplifting lessons
in courage and growth, and has res-
onated with readers worldwide. As
a dynamic speaker, Martie has in-
spired audiences from ages 8 to 80,
sharing her message of hope, resil-
ience, and empowerment.

Awards and Recognition

Martie’s work has been recognized
globally, and she has received nu-
merous awards and honors for her
contributions to the field of resil-
ience and empowerment. Some of
her notable awards include:
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Martie M. Smith.

- Top International Resilience Am-
bassador (2025)

- Inspirational Icon Award (2025)

- Force Magazine’s Top 10 Entre-
preneurs to Watch (2025)

- Named Senior Level Executive
Contributor at Brainz Magazine

- Featured in Brainz Magazine’s
Top 500 Global Leaders

A Legacy of Strength and Pur-

pose

Through her work, Martie has cre-
ated a ripple effect of positivity and
empowerment, inspiring countless
individuals to live more fully, au-
thentically, and joyfully. Her legacy
is a testament to the power of living
a life of purpose, passion, and ser-
vice, and her work will undoubtedly
continue to touch hearts and minds
for generations to come.

As Martie continues to share her
gifts with the world, her impact
will only continue to grow. She is
a shining example of what it means
to live a life of resilience, courage,
and determination, and her story will
undoubtedly inspire others to do the
same. With her infectious enthusi-
asm and compassionate heart, Mart-
ie M. Smith is a force for good in the
world, and her legacy will be felt for
years to come.
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