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Raila Rallies Kenyans
To Mark Saba Saba

Kenyan Coffee

Can Fetch Ten Times \‘ o .
Current Price If Coun- range Democrat'_c
ties Took Lead Movement (ODM) leader Raila

Odinga has called on Kenyans
P. 8. For decades, Kenya’s coffee to gather at Kamukunji Grounds
has tantalised the global market today, to commemorate the anni-
with its rich aroma and distinc- ’ . .
; 4 versary of the historic Saba Saba
1ve acidity.

protests.

Addressing the press yesterday,
Odinga said the ideals of the 1990
pro-democracy movement remain

unfulfilled, citing ongoing eco-
nomic hardship, police brutality,

_ and human rights violations.
Kirinyaga Coun- “We have not achieved what

ty Government Calls Saba Saba intended,” he said.
For Dialogue In Imple- “Violation of human rights is still
mentation Of Reforms . .

In Coffee Sector In The a challenge, police brutality con-
Wake Of Protest Over tinues, and the economy has not

Direct Payment System performed as expected.”

P. 12. County Government of
Kirinyaga has called for dialogue
and involvement of coffee farm-
ers and cooperatives societies in ODM leader Raila Odinga

the implementation of the ongo- STORY ON PAGE 6

ing reforms in the sector.
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Worth Noting:

. In 1991, the draco-
nian Section was repealed
and that ushered back
multi-party democracy in the
1992 general elections. How-
ever, that did not stop the
struggle as people continued
to champion and agitate for
constitutional reforms.

. In 2002, the NARC
government was overwhelm-
ingly voted into office and
among it’s key campaign
promise was fast- tracking
constitutional reforms and
delivering a new constitution
within the first 100 days in
office. Unfortunately, the
Mwai Kibaki led government
suffered a major setback on
21st November 2005 after
their draft constitution was
rejected in the Banana / Or-
ange referendum.
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Curtailing The Right To Peaceful Demonstrations Risks
Undermining The Gains Of Kenya’s New Constitutional
Dispensation

This year on 27th August, we will com-
memorate fifteen years since Kenya
promulgated the new constitution which
ushered in a new constitutional dispensa-
tion. It is noteworthy, that the new con-
stitution introduced key legal provisions
which inter alia include the bill of rights,
involvement of the people in decision
making commonly referred to as public
participation, separation of powers and
independence of institutions, devolution,
among others.

The process that led to the culmination
of the new constitutional dispensation
was pioneered by the young Turks who
were the heroes and heroines of the sec-
ond liberation struggle also known as the
struggle for multipartism.

The struggle was necessitated by the
clamour for multi-party democracy af-
ter the then constitution was amended in
1982 and Section 2A introduced which
formally rendered Kenya a single-party
state.

In 1991, the draconian Section was re-
pealed and that ushered back multi-party
democracy in the 1992 general elections.
However, that did not stop the struggle
as people continued to champion and ag-
itate for constitutional reforms.

In 2002, the NARC government was
overwhelmingly voted into office and
among it’s key campaign promise was
fast- tracking constitutional reforms and
delivering a new constitution within the
first 100 days in office. Unfortunately, the
Mwai Kibaki led government suffered a
major setback on 21st November 2005
after their draft constitution was rejected
in the Banana / Orange referendum.

Consequently, Kenyans went to the
2007 polls deeply divided along eth-
nic and tribal lines, which led to the
post-election violence where over 1000
Kenyans lost their lives and thousands
others were displaced.

Remarkably, on 28th February 2008 af-
ter days of mediation between the gov-
ernment and the opposition leaders, a
process that was spearheaded by the late
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Kofi Annan, the parties signed the nation-
al accord and agreed to work together in
a grand coalition government to achieve
constitutional, institutional, land and
electoral reforms which were long over-
due.

As the old Swahili saying goes ‘Hayawi
hayawi huwa’ simply translated to mean
that what may seem impossible eventual-
ly happens, the struggle, loss of lives and
shedding of blood were not in vain as on
4th August 2010, Kenyans overwhelm-
ingly voted for the new constitution and
it was later promulgated by the late Pres-
ident Mwai Kibaki on 27th August 2010
thereby ushering in a new constitutional
dispensation.

Therefore, it is uncontroverted and in-
controvertible that protests and demon-
strations played a huge role in the lib-
eration struggle. The far-famed and
renowned Saba Saba day for example is
testament to that assertion.

It is celebrated annually to commem-
orate the landmark nationwide protests
and demonstrations that happened on 7th
July 1990 where Kenyans were agitating

for the repeal of the draconian Section
2A of the then constitution which had
introduced a single-party state. The gov-
ernment reacted harshly to the protesters
and as a result, hundreds lost their lives,
thousands others were badly injured and
others were detained without trial.
Renowned Indian writer Shashi Tharo-
or in his book, The Great Indian Novel,
states that “the past is not necessarily
a guide to the future, but it does partly
help explain the present.” Thus, it is not
only regressive but also retrogressive for
a lawmaker to propose a bill that seeks
to curtail the constitutionally guaranteed
right to demonstrate, picket, assemble
and present petitions to public authorities
as encapsulated under Article 37 of the
Constitution of Kenya 2010.

The proposed bill by Nairobi Women
Representative Esther Passaris which
seeks to abridge the right to demonstrate,
picket, assemble and present petitions to
public authorities contravenes, violates
and infringes upon the Constitution of
Kenya which is the supreme law of the
land and is therefore null and void ab

initio.

It’s invalidity is further underscored by
Article 2(4) of the Constitution which
provides that any law, including cus-
tomary law, that is inconsistent with the
Constitution is void to the extent of the
inconsistency.

The unlawful and illegitimate proposals
seek to water down the gains that we’ve
made as a nation. They are also a mock-
ery and akin to dancing on the graves of
those Kenyans who lost their lives during
the liberation struggle which enabled us
to enjoy freely the fundamental rights
and freedoms provided for under Chapter
Four of the Constitution.

Therefore, we should all rise to the oc-
casion irrespective of our political affil-
iations and defend, uphold and protect
the Constitution which is under serious
threat.
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Gichugu MP Robert Gichimu has opposed the proposed Direct Settlement System (DSS), warn-
ing it could destabilise coffee cooperatives and hurt farmers. The DSS aims to pay farmers direct-
ly via mobile money, bypassing societies—a move that sparked protests in Kerugoya. Speaking
during a meeting with cooperative leaders, Gichimu emphasised the importance of cooperatives
in offering financial services, including loans, subsidised inputs, and support systems. “Farmers
benefit more when they are united through societies. These societies offer more than just payments;
they offer support systems, financial assistance, and access to subsidised inputs,” said the MP.
Furthermore, Gichimu also criticised the Commissioner of Cooperatives’ proposal to have Annu-
al General Meetings (AGMs) attended only by elected delegates rather than all farmers. He said
this move is illegal and can easily be manipulated by cartels. Leaders echoed concerns over data
security, loss of accountability, and weakening input distribution systems. They urged Parliament
to ensure reforms strengthen—not undermine—cooperative structures.

Youth in Vihiga participating in a peaceful demonstration, demanding for their voice to be heard
in the running of the county affairs. They held a peaceful protest outside the county headquarters
in Mbale, calling for more inclusion in the development agenda and the ongoing search for a
county anthem. Armed with placards and engaging in calm dialogue, they presented a petition
to county leadership calling for more participation in key decision-making processes. Their de-
mands included increased support for Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET)
institutions, enhanced grassroots engagement, and the realignment of budget priorities to reflect
youth needs.

Political leaders in Kilifi County are calling for the swift resolution of the Independent Electoral and
BoundariesCommission(IEBC)impassetoallowtheswearing-inofnewlyappointedcommissioners.
Led by National Assembly Deputy Majority Leader Owen Baya, Woman Representative Ger-
trude Mbeyu, and former Magarini MP Harrison Kombe, the leaders said the continued delay was
denying Kenyans their right to representation—particularly in areas awaiting by-elections like
Magarini. Speaking at Marafa Vocational Training Centre during a wildlife compensation event,
Baya criticised ongoing court cases stalling the process, warning that the impasse threatens na-
tional electoral timelines. Mbeyu echoed the concern, urging petitioners to withdraw their cases,
warning that delays could affect preparations for the 2027 General Election. Kombe appealed
directly to the President to intervene, noting that Magarini residents have been without a repre-
sentative for over a year due to the stalled by-election.

Monday, July 7, 2025 | The Mt. Kenya Times

Health Cabinet Secretary Aden Duale said the country had recorded notable progress, with 24.4
million Kenyans already registered voluntarily under the Social Health Authority (SHA). In Taita
Taveta, 159,000 residents have signed up, ranking the county 12th nationally and third in the
Coast region behind Mombasa and Lamu. He emphasised that the registration exercise was being
conducted fairly and without coercion. To simplify access, the Ministry launched a USSD code
(*147#) to enable Kenyans to register using their phones.

Residents of Lodwar Municipality in Turkana County have called on local authorities to prior-
itise the installation and repair of security lights in areas such as Safari Club, Kalahari, Loture-
rei, and Napetao—citing them as security threats. Speaking during a citizens’ forum, locals also
urged the municipality to improve road access to health facilities, enhance recreational spaces,
beautify roundabouts, and install proper drainage systems. “Many of the challenges we pointed
out in previous sittings have been addressed. However, we now want the Municipality to focus on
streetlights. Put up new ones and repair the existing ones especially around Kalahari and Safari
club,’ said Anastasia Ekeno from Kanamkemer.
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Raila Rallies Kenyans To Mark Saba Saba At Kamukunji
As Government Urges Calm

By: Irene Mwangi
O @themtkenyatimes

Worth Noting:

. “We have not
achieved what Saba Saba in-
tended,” he said. “Violation of
human rights is still a chal-
lenge, police brutality contin-
ues, and the economy has not
performed as expected.”

. Odinga, a veteran op-
position leader, said he will per-
sonally attend the Kamukunji
event to honour those who lost
their lives during the first Saba
Saba uprising, held 35 years ago
under President Daniel arap
Moi’s one-party rule.

. “I will be there to
remember the fallen heroes,” he
said.

. Odinga’s recent polit-
ical alignment with President
William Ruto has sparked
speculation over whether other
opposition leaders will join the
Kamukunji rally.

Orange  Democratic ~ Movement
(ODM) leader Raila Odinga has called
on Kenyans to gather at Kamukunji
Grounds today, to commemorate the
anniversary of the historic Saba Saba
protests.

Addressing the press yesterday,
Odinga said the ideals of the 1990
pro-democracy movement remain
unfulfilled, citing ongoing economic
hardship, police brutality, and human
rights violations.

“We have not achieved what Saba
Saba intended,” he said. “Violation of
human rights is still a challenge, po-
lice brutality continues, and the econ-
omy has not performed as expected.”

Odinga, a veteran opposition lead-
er, said he will personally attend the
Kamukunji event to honour those who
lost their lives during the first Saba
Saba uprising, held 35 years ago under
President Daniel arap Moi’s one-party
rule.

“I'will be there to remember the fallen
heroes,” he said.

Odinga’s recent political alignment
with President William Ruto has
sparked speculation over whether
other opposition leaders will join the
Kamukunji rally.

Gov’t Urges Peace, Warns Against
Violence

Interior Cabinet Secretary Kipchum-
ba Murkomen, while speaking in Meru
on Sunday, urged Kenyans to maintain
peace during Monday’s commemora-
tions. He warned against destruction
of public property, a trend witnessed
in recent protests where police stations
and county offices were torched.

“The police have been blamed, but
those who cause violence and use

ODM leader Raila Odinga making his remarks at the third National Executive Retreat..

chaos for politics are destroying this
country,” Murkomen said.

He urged the police to act profession-
ally, adding that the government has
no intention of harming anyone.

“We want peace. That is our priority,”
he said.

Schools Shut, Public Warned
Against Absenteeism
Uncertainty has gripped several

towns ahead of Saba Saba Day, with
many learning institutions issuing no-
tices to suspend classes on Monday.
Parents have been advised to keep stu-
dents at home amid fears of potential
unrest.

Kenya Railways has also suspended
its Madaraka Express service between
Mombasa and Nairobi, citing techni-

cal challenges.

Public Service Cabinet Secretary
Geoffrey Ruku, however, warned civil
servants against skipping work, stress-
ing that Monday is a normal working
day.

“I will personally conduct spot
checks,” he said. “Saba Saba is not a
public holiday. Anyone absent with-
out justification will face disciplinary
action.”

Wetang’ula Cautions Against Divi-
sive Politics

Meanwhile, National ~ Assembly
Speaker Moses Wetang’ula has urged
Kenyans to resist tribal and divisive
politics, saying unity is essential for
progress.

Speaking during a women’s empow-

erment event in Msambweni, Kwale
County, Wetang’ula said: “Kenya be-
longs to all of us—not one region or
name. Our strength lies in our unity.”

A Legacy of Protest and Reform

The Saba Saba movement, named
after the Swahili word for “seven-sev-
en” (July 7), marked the turning point
in Kenya’s democratic history. The
1990 protests, violently crushed by se-
curity forces, eventually led to the re-
peal of Section 2A of the Constitution
and ushered in multiparty democracy.
This year’s anniversary comes amid
a wave of Gen Z-led protests and ris-
ing public frustration with the Ruto
administration over the cost of living,
corruption, and excessive force used
by police.
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Kenyan Coffee Can Fetch Ten Times Current Price If
Counties Took Lead

By: Gachara Kamanga
O @themtkenyatimes

¢

. According to the
Kenya Institute for Public
Policy Research and Analy-
sis (KIPPRA), coffee output
in Kenya has plummeted
from 130,000 metric tonnes
in 1988 to just 50,000
tonnes in 2021. The causes
are poor returns, aging
trees, climate change and a
slow collapse of large-scale
estates into housing estates.
Farmers are giving up. But
they don’t have to.

. Revitalisation is
possible through interven-
tions already being tested
in other countries. Kenya
must scale up access to
high-yielding and dis-
ease-resistant varieties,
promote climate-smart
agriculture, and invest in
targeted soil improvement,
irrigation, and extension
services.

. The government
has already distributed
close to five million seed-
lings. Now we must track
their uptake.

Worth Noting:

For decades, Kenya’s coffee has
tantalised the global market with its
rich aroma and distinctive acidity.

Yet, paradoxically, the farmers who
produce this world-class Arabica
continue to live on the margins of
poverty, selling their cherries at
KSh50 to KSh150 per kilo.

Meanwhile, a kilo of processed
Kenyan coffee retails abroad for
over KSh2,000. That discrepancy is
unacceptable. It’s time to turn a new
leaf so that Kenyan coffee can fetch
ten times its current price. This will
require dismantling an entrenched
system of inefficiency, middlemen,
outdated laws and underutilised
production potential. If we take the
maximum possible international
market price for a kilo of roasted
speciality coffee as our north star,
we can reverse-engineer the entire
value chain. We must ask: what
would it take for a farmer in Kirin-
yaga or Nyeri to earn Sh1,000 per
kilo of cherries? What assumptions
would have to hold? Who needs to
do what?

According to the Kenya Institute
for Public Policy Research and
Analy-sis (KIPPRA), coffee out-
put in Kenya has plummeted from
130,000 metric tonnes in 1988 to
just 50,000 tonnes in 2021. The
causes are poor returns, aging trees,
climate change and a slow collapse
of large-scale estates into housing
estates. Farmers are giving up. But
they don’t have to.

Revitalisation is possible through
interventions already being tested
in other countries. Kenya must scale
up access to high-yielding and dis-
ease-resistant varieties, promote cli-
mate-smart agriculture, and invest
in targeted soil improvement, irriga-
tion, and extension services.

The government has already distrib-
uted close to five million seedlings.
Now we must track their uptake.

But higher production alone will not
raise incomes unless we address the
scandal of value leakage across the
supply chain. Nearly 98 per cent of
Kenyan coffee is exported as green
beans. That means most of the real
value, including roasting, branding,
packaging, and direct-to-consumer
sales, is captured abroad.

We must flip that script. Counties
and cooperatives constructing their
own mills is a good start, but the real
leap will come when we aggregate
volumes, process at scale, and enter
the speciality market with traceable,
branded products.

The model is not theoretical. Tan-
zania’s late President Magfuli once
bought all the country’s cashew nuts

A farmer in a coffee farm

from farmers and then negotiated di-
rectly with bulk buyers. We can do
the same with coffee.

This is where an innovative Pub-
lic-Private Partnership (PPP) mod-
el comes in. Imagine a consortium
where diaspora investors, local co-
operatives, county governments,
and private processors form a uni-
fied vehicle. This vehicle buys cof-
fee directly from farmers, mills it,
adds value, and sells it internation-
ally through direct contracts with
speciality buyers.

Farmers become shareholders, not
just suppliers. Diaspora Kenyans
bring in capital, access to glob-
al markets, and quality assurance
systems. The county government
provides logistics, data, and market
linkages. Such a model, if well-gov-
erned, could return up to 40 per cent
of the international price back to
farmers. Up from the current 5-10
per cent.

But even this requires dismantling
regulatory bottlenecks. Currently,

the law splits licensing for buying,
milling, and marketing into separate,
often conflicting hands. That system
must be harmonised. The proposed
Coffee Bill 2023 offers some prom-
ise, especially by introducing mini-
mum pricing and limiting predatory
borrowing. But we must go further.
Regulation should enable innova-
tion, not entrench inefficiency.
Marketing is another weak link.
Kenya’s auction system is opaque,
unresponsive to market trends, and
often controlled by entrenched inter-
ests. Meanwhile, small-scale farm-
ers lack access to real-time price
information or market intelligence.
We must embrace modern market-
ing strategies. Direct trade, e-com-
merce platforms, certification for
specialty and organic markets, and
branding of origin-based coffee. We
can no longer afford to be raw ex-
porters in a premium segment that
rewards narrative, origin, and qual-
ity.
Then there is governance. Coopera-

tive societies must either reform or
die. Rampant corruption, delayed
payments, and lack of transparency
have eroded trust in a system that
was once the pride of smallholder
agriculture.

If we dare to dream, to plan, invest,
and execute accordingly, we can
turn Kenya into a specialty coffee
powerhouse..

Gachara Kamanga is a Develop-
ment Expert based in Nairobi. He is
widely expected to contest the Nyeri
County gubernatorial position in the
coming General Elections
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Mark my words! Mudavadi confident of President Ruto’s

win in 2027

The Prime Cabinet Secretary Urged Kenyans To Rally And Consolidate Their Support For Ruto

By: OPCS Press Service
O @themtkenyatimes

Prime Cabinet Secretary Musalia
Mudavadi has asserted that President
William Ruto will win his second
term through the ballot in 2027.

Mudavadi said he holds on the pre-
diction of how the coming election
will be despite the shifting political
dynamics and told Kenyans that
Ruto still stands a big chance in the
2027 poll.

He was speaking at the burial of
Mama Mildred Wanyama the wife to
legendary AFC Leopards midfielder
Mzee Noah Wanyama and mother
to Kenya’s renowned international
footballers Mc Donald Mariga and
Victor Wanyama in Soy, Uasin Gi-
shu County.

“Mimi nataka niwaambie nilisi-
mama wakati mheshimiwa William
Ruto alikuwa akitafuta kura mwaka
wa 2022 tukaenda kule BOMAS tu-
kapanga EARTHQUAKE, nikawa-
onyesha watu wetu Barabara. When
you did not expect it, watu waliku-
wa wameogopa wakifikiri kwamba
Ruto, hajui mahali anaaenda, mimi
na wengine tukasema the country
has shifted tusimame na William
Ruto, na hiyo ndio ilikuwa EARTH-
QUAKE, swali ni je, William Ruto
alishinda ama hakushinda?” posed
the Prime CS.

He urged residents of Western Ken-
ya, Uasin Gishu County and the
Kenya at large to stay united and
continue supporting the President’s
agenda, which he said reflects a
shared vision for national develop-
ment.

He said the direction he is advising
the people of Western Kenya and
the nation to take is for the political
good moving into the future.

He reminded Kenyans to remain fo-
cused and forthright as a people and
work towards a common goal.

“Sasa mimi nataka niwaambie tena,
kwasababu nilisema hivyo hapo
awali, nataka niwaambie kwam-
ba 2027, Willam Ruto atashinda
awamu yake ya pili. Kwa hivyo
mimi nawaambia hapa kila mara
mnasema tupatie mwelekeo, Mu-
salia give us direction, I gave you
direction before the election of 2022
wengine mkafikiri [ was giving you
the wrong direction, I was right and
a number were wrong. Mark my
words, in 2027 William Ruto is go-
ing to succeed through the ballot for
his second term. I am telling you our

people of Western Kenya and the
whole country listen to the message
I am giving you; it is going to hap-
pen.” said Mudavadi.

Mudavadi a seasoned politician and
one of the key and influential top
most leaders within President Ruto’s
political circles affirmed that he has
re-looked and analysed the emerg-
ing trends within the political atmo-
sphere in the country and tipped that
Ruto means well for the country.

He said the development plan and
agenda moving towards the 2027
general election will give Ruto an
upper hand as compared to any pres-
idential competitor who will emerge.

“Mheshimiwa rais anataka kulijen-
ga taifa letu, kule Uingereza pahali
alituongoza juzi, anataka abadilishe
the transport network ya Nairobi.
Ahakikishe kwamba the upcoming
Nairobi Railways City inakuwa na
umaarufu zaid ili transport katika
city yetu ya Nairobi iwe improved,
iwe more convenient, and more af-
fordable to the population that is
growing almost reaching 7 million
in Nairobi.” he stated.

“Kule Uchina Rais alikuwa kwa
mazungumzo anataka barabara ya
kutoka Nairobi-Nakuru-Mau Sum-
mit ipite Uasin Gishu hapo Eldoret
kuelekea Malaba boarder kama dual
carriage way. Na serikali ya Uchina
imekubalaina kwamba itashirikiana
na sisi ili hiyo barabara ifanikish-
we.” he added.

Mudavadi said in a major boost
to Kenya Kwanza’s Bottom-up
Economic Transformation Agenda
(BETA), President Ruto also suc-
cessfully negotiated a new financing
model with China to extend the Stan-
dard Gauge Railway (SGR) from
Naivasha in Nakuru county through
the county of Kisumu all the way to
Malaba border in Busia County a
long-awaited milestone for the Lake
Region and beyond.

He said this will mark a significant
step toward unlocking economic op-
portunities for millions of Kenyans,
particularly in Western Kenya as the
new SGR Phase 2B line will even-
tually link Kenya’s rail network to
Uganda thus strengthening regional
trade routes across East Africa.

“Rais anataka sana SGR itoke
Naivasa ifike ile borader ya Mala-
ba. Unajua ukiwa Eldoret perhaps
from here to Kampala is more less
the same distance as from here to
Nairobi. Hata nikiwa Kakamega it
is nearer to go to Kampala than to
go to Nairobi. Na ukiona mambo
ya kiuchumi na kufanya biashara

Prime Cabinet Secretary Musalia Mudavadi with Kapsaret MP Oscar Sudi and Caled Kositany.

sisi ambao tumepakana na Uganda
we need to benefit more from cross
boarder trade, na itafanyika tu lama
Barabara zetu na reli zetu zimeingia
kule Uganda na mataifa mengine.”
explained Mudavadi.

“Rais amesukuma sana mambo
ya ukulima, amepanga mambo ya
fertilizer na kwa sasa serikali ina-
hakikisha kwa budget hii kwamba
kutakuwa na pesa za kutosha ku-
hakikisha the farmer does not lose
wakati wa kuvuna ukifika kwa kuwa
serikali inahakiskisha kwamba kuna
resources za kuwepo kwa prices
nzuri za kununua mavuno kama ma-
hindi. Na hizi ni mipangilio ambayo
itatimia kukiwa na amani sio porojo

tu.” added Mudavadi.

Mudavadi also the Cabinet Secre-
tary for Foreign and Diaspora Af-
fairs reflected on Kenya’s economic
growth reminding Kenyans that in
march this year he noted an upward
trajectory, with growth improving
from 4.8 percent in 2022 to 5.2 per-
cent in 2023.

In March 2025 the Prime CS noted
that inflation had dropped signifi-
cantly from 9.2 percent in Septem-
ber 2022 to 3.5 percent in February
2025, signaling positive trends in
the overall Gross Domestic Product
indicators.

He took a swipe at the newly formed
opposition front for misleading Ken-

e

yans on the projections of the Ken-
yan economy.

“Mtu anasimama na kusema ati ata-
badilisha Uchumi, mimi nimekuwa
waziri wa fedha and I can tell you
hawa watu wanazunguka na kuzung-
umza hapa kwa Barabara they know
nothing about the economy and
how to turn it around. I am telling
Kenyans the truth wao ni porojo tu.
Kubadilisha Uchumi and especially
ile umepata ulikuwa umewekewa
madeni ya mlolongo kubadilisha
huo Uchumi sio mchezo.” warned
Mudavadi.

Prime Cabinet Secretary Musalia Mudavadi with renowned international footballers Mc Donald Mariga
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Unsung Heroes: A Father’s Silent Struggles

By: David Nyaga
O @themtkenyatimes

In a society that often celebrates
mothers as the pillars of the home,
fathers, despite their vital role are
frequently overlooked. These men
rise before dawn, brave the harshest
weather, endure long commutes and
demanding jobs, and still return home
bearing the weight of their families’
needs and expectations. Yet, their sac-
rifices are rarely acknowledged.
Many fathers work under intense
pressure, some in harsh environ-
ments or insecure jobs. They with-
stand fatigue, physical strain, and
even humiliation just to provide for
their families. They come home late,
drained, only to be met with suspicion
or accusations. Some are told by their
spouses, “rudi kwa malaya wako”, a
phrase that cuts deep and invalidates
hours of honest toil. It’s a wound that
words cannot heal.

These men rarely complain. They are

expected to be strong, stoic, and emo-
tionally reserved. Society has taught
them that showing vulnerability is
weakness. As a result, many fathers
suffer in silence, mentally, emotional-
ly, and sometimes physically.

While discipline is often attribut-
ed to a father’s role, so is guidance,
emotional support, and protection. A
father is not just a provider but also
a mentor and moral compass. Yet, in
many homes, his efforts go unnoticed
until he’s no longer around.

As we celebrate parental figures, let
us remember the fathers who strug-
gle silently. Let us learn to appreciate
their sacrifices, extend gratitude, and
create safe spaces where even men
can express themselves without judg-
ment. Behind their tough exteriors are
hearts that beat for the well-being of
their families. It’s time we truly hon-
ored them, not just on Father’s Day,
but every day.
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Don’t be fooled about military governments: Mudavadi

warns

By: OPCS Press Service
O @themtkenyatimes

¢

. Mudavadi was
speaking at the funeral ser-
vice of the mother to Ken-
ya’s renowned international
footballers Mc Donald
Mariga and Victor Wanya-
ma and wife to legendary
AFC Leopards midfielder
Mzee Noah Wanyama the
late Rev. Mildred Ayiemba
Wanyama in Soy, Uasin
Gishu County.

. He explained that
civilian governments typ-
ically elected by the popu-
lace and operating under

Worth Noting:

established legal frame-
works provide greater
freedom within the societal

set-up castigating asper-
sions on military govern-
ments which largely as-
sume power through force,
often bypassing established
legal processes.

. Mudavadi also

the cabinet secretary for
foreign and diaspora affairs
noted that decision-mak-
ing, citizen rights, and for-
eign relations are equally
affected respective of which
form of government is in
power.

Prime Cabinet Secretary Musalia Mu-
davadi has warned Kenyans not to be
fooled by the social media hype and
affluence on the emerging trend of mili-
tary led governments in Africa.

Mudavadi said the creation by the
social media on such forms of govern-
ments continue to reflect a governance
setting that is far away from the reali-
ty of the actual trends within the said
countries.

He maintained that a democratically
elected government through the will of
the people symbolises a form of gov-
ernance that largely enjoys a state of
tranquility, harmony, and the absence
of conflict or violence leading to greater
stability, peace, unity and security for a
nation and its citizens.

“Mimi najaribu kuwaambia ya kwam-
ba zile serikali ambazo ni military gov-
ernments, serikali za majeshi, serikali
ambazo zimeingia kwa njia ya kupindua
serikali za awali bali sio kupitia kwa
ballot, don’t be cheated a civilian gov-
ernment elected by the people is better
than any military government. Hata
ikiwa ina dosari, a civilian government
is better any day, serikali ya rai ani af-
adhali kushinda serikali yeyote ambayo
inaongozwa na mtu ambaye ameweka
bunduki kwa kiuno.” said Mudavadi.

“Kwa hivyo tusidanganyike kama wak-
enya, na mnajua kitu kinaitwa Artificial
Intelligence, AI na mimi nazungumza
haya kwa sababu nataka wale wana-
openda mtandao waelewe. Al inatumi-
ka kwa kuchukua yule mtu anayebeba
bunduki kwa kiuno, wanabandika ar-
tificial voice ya Atrtificial Intelligence,
ati huyo mtu anazungumza kiingereza
sanifu, yet the person does not converse
in English, they speak French. But con-
veniently wanamuweka kwamba anatoa
story in very fluent English yet it is Ar-
tificial Intelligence kuhadaa vijana wetu
wafikiri kwamba hapo ndio kuna uon-
gozi. Hakuna uongozi pale, hiyo ni mil-
itary government and it is not a civilian
government.” regretted Mudavadi.

Mudavadi was speaking at the funeral
service of the mother to Kenya’s re-
nowned international footballers Mc
Donald Mariga and Victor Wanyama
and wife to legendary AFC Leopards
midfielder Mzee Noah Wanyama the
late Rev. Mildred Ayiemba Wanyama in
Soy, Uasin Gishu County.

He explained that civilian govern-
ments typically elected by the populace
and operating under established legal
frameworks provide greater freedom
within the societal set-up castigating
aspersions on military governments
which largely assume power through
force, often bypassing established legal
processes.

Mudavadi also the cabinet secretary
for foreign and diaspora affairs noted
that decision-making, citizen rights, and
foreign relations are equally affected re-
spective of which form of government
is in power.

“Within the civilian government
framework, wakenya mtapata nafasi
in 2027 to make a decision in a civil-

Prime Cabinet Secretary Musalia Mudavadi .

ian government. Kwa hivyo tuheshimu
sana hayo mambo ya demokrasia ili
tusijaribu kuyatupa kule nje kama taifa.

The Prime CS has called on Kenyans to
appreciate the freedoms they enjoy stat-
ing that while these liberties are funda-
mental to the nation’s democracy, they
should be exercised responsibly.

He urged to embrace unity of purpose
and maintain peace that the country
enjoys urging Kenyans not to take for
granted the security and stability being
witnessed in the country, saying it is a
critical pillar for economic transforma-
tion.

“Na hatukatai watu kuzungumza, una
uhuru wa kuzungumza wengine wame-
pewa nafasi ya kuzungumza na wana-
tusi watu but let me tell you hakuna
taifa lingine katika bara la Afrika am-
balo lina demokrasia kama ya Kenya.
Wale wajanja na wanasiasa wengine si
walijaribu kuenda kwa nchi Jirani nini
ilifanyika, hawakuweza kutoka kwa
airport walirudishwa. Lakini hapa mtu
anazungumza anazungumza anaenda
nyumbani.” noted Mudavadi.

“There is a lot of democracy in Kenya
na tusifikiri ni mchezo. Let us not throw

it out of the window. Let us respect and
consolidate the democracy here but let
us also respect each other, tuheshimi-
ane. Kwani kuna nini, si ikura itakuja
na kila mtu ataamua. Tunataka tujenge
mabarabara, tunataka shule, tunataka
hospitali na ajira zipatikane kwa vijana
wetu and it can only happen ikiwa kuna
utulivu, peace and stability in the coun-
try.” he added.

The late Rev.Wanyama was eulogized
as a woman whose life of service, spiri-
tual leadership and motherhood touched
and transformed many lives across
board.

In addition to Mariga and Victor, her
sons Thomas and Sylvester also pur-
sued professional football careers.

Her daughter, Mercy Wanyama, has
made a name for herself in basketball,
representing Kenya on the international
stage.

“Mama fought a good fight, finished
the race and kept the faith,” said Mu-
davadi. “Her influence is not only seen
in her children’s success, but also in the
lives she touched through her ministry
and community engagement.” Mudava-
di said as he eulogized the late Rever-

end.

Also present at the funeral were Uasin
Gishu Governor Jonathan Bii, Senate
Majority Leader Aaron Cheruoyot, MPs
David Kiplagat (Soy), George Aladwa
(Makadara), Oscar Sudi (Kapseret) and
Reuben Kiborek (Mogotio) among oth-
er leaders and members of the sporting
fraternity.

“Mimi najaribu kuwaambia ya kwam-
ba zile serikali ambazo ni military gov-
ernments, serikali za majeshi, serikali
ambazo zimeingia kwa njia ya kupin-
dua serikali za awali bali sio kupitia
kwa ballot, don’t be cheated a civilian
government elected by the people is
better than any military government.
Hata ikiwa ina dosari, a civilian gov-
ernment is better any day, serikali ya
rai ani afadhali kushinda serikali
yeyote ambayo inaongozwa na mtu
ambaye ameweka bunduki kwa kiu-
no.” said Mudavadi.



Monday, July 7, 2025 | The Mt. Kenya Times

Kirinyaga County Government Calls For Dialogue In
Implementation Of Reforms In Coffee Sector In The Wake

Of Protest Over Direct Payment System

By: MKT Correspondent
O @themtkenyatimes

 {

Worth Noting:

. Coffee farmers
have expressed dissatis-
faction with DSS and the
delegates system, arguing
that the move will harm
cooperative societies and
disadvantage small-scale
producers.

. “As we invest in
developing our coopera-
tives, we call for dialogue
so that interests of our
farmers are safeguarded.
The Cabinet Secretary for
Cooperatives should fully
involve all stakeholders

and have a candid dialogue
with cooperators because
there are divergent views
on this matter;,” he said.

. Githanda hailed

the role of cooperatives in
driving inclusive economic
growth and transforming
livelihoods.

. “Our cooperatives
are not just community
groups. They are powerful
economic players improv-
ing lives and livelihoods
across the county. As a
county government, we
fully support their role in
transforming grassroots
economies,” Githanda said.

County Government of Kirinyaga
has called for dialogue and involve-
ment of coffee farmers and coopera-
tives societies in the implementation
of the ongoing reforms in the sector.

Speaking during Ushirika Day cel-
ebrations at Kirinyaga University on
Saturday, Deputy Governor David
Githanda who represented Governor
Anne Waiguru asked all stakeholders
in the sector to give dialogue a chance
in the ongoing debate on Direct Set-
tlement System (DSS) for payouts
and the delegates system.

Coffee farmers have expressed dis-
satisfaction with DSS and the dele-
gates system, arguing that the move
will harm cooperative societies and
disadvantage small-scale producers.

“As we invest in developing our co-
operatives, we call for dialogue so
that interests of our farmers are safe-
guarded. The Cabinet Secretary for
Cooperatives should fully involve all
stakeholders and have a candid dia-
logue with cooperators because there
are divergent views on this matter,”
he said.

Githanda hailed the role of cooper-
atives in driving inclusive economic
growth and transforming livelihoods.

“Our cooperatives are not just com-
munity groups. They are powerful
economic players improving lives
and livelihoods across the county. As
a county government, we fully sup-
port their role in transforming grass-
roots economies,” Githanda said.

He further called for integrity and ac-
countability in cooperative leadership
to safeguard members’ investments
further emphasizing county govern-
ment’s commitment in strengthening
cooperative governance to ensure
transparency and compliance.

The Deputy Governor welcomed the
Cooperative Bill 2024 currently under
review in the Senate, expressing hope
that it will clarify roles, strengthen
collaboration, and enhance county
support for cooperatives.

He said Kirinyaga boasts over 126
registered cooperatives with more
than 300,000 members who have
mobilized over Kshs. 8.7 billion in
savings and created more than 1,623
direct jobs.

The event, part of the global celebra-
tions themed “Driving Inclusive and
Sustainable Solutions for a Better
World,” brought together cooperative
leaders, members, and county offi-
cials.

Githanda highlighted that the coun-
ty has invested Kshs. 50 million to
upgrade Kirinyaga Coffee Mills and
warchouse facilities. This, he said,
will improve processing, storage, and

Kirinyaga Deputy Governor David Githanda addressing the meeting on Saturday.

marketing capacity, enabling farmers
to earn more from their produce.

In addition, the county has registered
20 ward-based Savings and Cred-
it Cooperative Societies (Saccos)
which are giving farmers access to
affordable credit, helping them ex-
pand their businesses and increase
productivity.

The Deputy Governor also pointed
out that modern markets have been
constructed across the county to sup-

port avocado and tomato farmers, re-
ducing post-harvest losses and allow-
ing them to negotiate better prices.
“Our goal is to empower coopera-
tives by creating the right infrastruc-
ture, financial access, and governance
systems,” Githanda noted.

To crown the day, more Saccos were
recognized for their outstanding per-
formance. Ollin Sacco emerged top
with an average dividend payout of
17.5 percent, while Fortune Sacco

followed closely with a 13.5 percent
payout.

Kenya is home to over 25,000 reg-
istered cooperatives with more than
14 million members actively engaged
in sectors such as transport, housing,
trade, and agriculture. The country
is recognized globally as one of the
most vibrant cooperative movements
in the world.

Kirinyaga Deputy Governor David Githanda being taken through various grades of coffee.
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State And Religion: Controversy Around KSh1.2 Billion
Church Project at State House

By: Benson Maina
O @themtkenyatimes

President William Ruto’s decision
to construct a KSh 1.2 billion church
within the State House grounds has
stirred intense national debate, raising
ethical, legal, and constitutional ques-
tions. The mega project, designed to
seat 8,000 worshippers, has ignited
criticism across political, religious,
and public circles.

The timing of the project has drawn
particular ire. With the country grap-
pling with high inflation, rising un-
employment, and underfunded public
services such as healthcare and educa-
tion, many Kenyans see the develop-
ment as an extravagant misallocation
of resources. Critics argue that, even
if privately funded, the symbolism
of such a grand religious structure on
public land sends the wrong message
in a period of economic hardship.
Kenya is a secular state with a rich
tapestry of faiths — Christianity, Is-
lam, Hinduism, and traditional Af-
rican religions among them. Some
citizens feel that the president’s move

disproportionately favors evangelical
and Pentecostal Christianity, poten-
tially marginalizing other religious
groups. This has raised concerns
about religious inclusivity and the
constitutional requirement for the
state to remain neutral on religious
matters.

Legal experts have also weighed in,
pointing to Article 8 of the Kenyan
Constitution, which states: “There
shall be no State religion.” They argue
that constructing a Christian church
on public land may violate this pro-
vision. Furthermore, Article 131(1)
(c) obliges the President to promote
national unity — a duty some say is
undermined by such overt religious
symbolism tied to one faith.

Despite President Ruto’s insistence
that the project is funded from his
own pocket and will not cost the tax-
payer “a single cent,” doubts persist.
Kenyans are asking how a private
citizen — even the president — can
use personal funds to develop public
property. The lack of transparency
around the source of the funds and the
decision-making process has further
fueled skepticism.

Some political leaders, including
MPs Peter Salasya and Ndegwa Njiru,

have openly criticized the project and
the church’s apparent silence on gov-
ernment accountability. They argue
that religious institutions, often seen
as moral compasses and watchdogs
of the state, are failing in their role by
remaining silent as the government
appears to prioritize religion over es-
sential public services.

President Ruto has remained defiant
in the face of criticism. “Tutajenga
kanisa la Mungu, shetani akasirike af-

anye ile anataka,” he declared, mean-
ing, “We will build God’s church; let
the devil be angry and do what he
wants.” He has maintained that the
project is an expression of personal
faith and gratitude to God, insisting he
owes no apology for what he deems a
noble initiative.

This is not the president’s first reli-
gious construction. In 2022, while
serving as Deputy President, Ruto
built a chapel at his official residence

in Karen — a testament to his deep
personal commitment to Christianity.
While the construction of a KSh 1.2
billion church at State House may
reflect President Ruto’s devotion
and religious values, it has sparked
a nationwide debate on governance,
constitutionalism, and the separation
of church and state. For many, it has
raised critical questions about the
boundaries between personal faith
and public duty in a secular republic.

Needed : An Incisive Sift Through The ‘Wantam’ Blather

By: Kabaria Ole Muturi
O @themtkenyatimes

President William Ruto recently
wondered aloud how the ‘wantam’
supremacists wound rather he exited
the stage without circumventing the
very statutes that guided his ascen-
dancy to the saddle.The head of state
is beseeching his opposition to hold
their horses and fasten their belts un-
till the time is opportune.

The ‘wantam’ crusade has two ma-
jor linings to it and there is a beg-
ging urgency to befriend both before
plunging into any hasty conclusions.
The first part dwelves exclusively
on whether the incumbent has failed
completely to make any impact and
all his agendas are moribund’, are
there any efforts being enlisted to
meet the targets he set or everything is
dodo-dead? The second consideration
attacks the antagonists’ forte on how
they could weave out of same situa-
tions if they were in the driver’s seat

themselves.

A soccer spectator will point out at
the flaws that hindered his team’s
victory, but unbeknown to him that he
might be much worse given the same
opportunity . Currently the opposition
may seam to have solutions to all our
ulcers, but we must remember that
governments are derived from op-
position’s and every opposition will
promise voters a whole ‘milky way’
but not until they’ve gotten power and
start behaving like a deer caught in
car’s headlight beem on a dark night.
Just how sure are the people that all
that their problems needs to go on a
single journey is this ‘wantam’ bait’,
will it pay their coffee, tea, sugar, milk
and honey, better than any other time
before ? Will education, healthcare
and welfare be at a burton’s click or
it’ll be the same same unending story
all over again?

The opposition, though enjoys a
finite edge when it comes to the
seemly ‘better devil’. as it capitalises
on the incumbent’s failures to craft
it’s CV. Having had all this data at

President William Ruto

fingertips, the people have a better
vantage to foresee the lies, innuendos
and false emotions, and avoid them
like plague’, it could even behoove
them to pick the eyeglass as they sift
through this rabble to unearthen the

hidden scoops.

So could we comfortably behold-
en the ‘wantam’, or even ‘tutam’. to
solutions of all that ills us, or might it
be a short-cut to a circuitous path to
stardom? We need to sit under some

foliage and go over this with a fine
toothbrush if we are to forgo the
blunders of our ‘forefathers’.

Kabaria Ole Muturi,
Jjameskm570@gmail.com
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It Changed My Life

| Felt Life is very hectic
When [ joined a job in Charitable Trust
Which sources blood donation
Experience how people sufFfer From serious
ilness
And not able to meet theirs treatment needs
J Hﬁ’/- Such an worse situations many struggle
[”rrn';; Uhat a pathetic situation to hear,
Uil My mind was melted like ice
1 And realized how people Face
All their terrific situations
It changed my life
Made me realise how better and best is my life
Made me to love and care
And iam really happy to say
Life is wonderful and peaceful that we go

Life depends on one’s own attitude through.
Mostly many suffer From troubles and )
problems Susi Jean R

IE‘ K25

That unexpected Friendship is sweeter than
honey,
Arrived without expectations, pure and plain
A genuine heart, a rare and transparent
One who postponed her birthday, for a Friend’s

Unexpected Friendship

She rose to the occasion, without a second
thought,

A timely help, a bond that's strong
Unbreakable and true Friendship
through life’s storms and strife,

No misunderstanding or doubt, just tuwo souls in
liFe.

It was love at frst sight, a connection so strong,
Though physically apart, love will Forever belong,
A beautiful and amazing bond, that makes
Aowers bloom,

True, holy, genuine, and pure, without a single
doubt

Rebirth OF Phoenix

Musical hymns, yellow-lime, where often
wander like a Falcon,
Some swift and others gently weave the
engaging halcyon,

o
Where the inception encounters ceasing—
Eranquil
and the realization heats a dazzling rebirth
It engraves the strenqth, the growth and

Stepping lights—

unfurl the flare, breath
she, a mystical phoenix in glare "Bela Caio”, blinks at the morning— a healing
hearth

o
Fresh, healing Fragrance and all unveiling grips
Singing, "Bela Caio”—the music, dipping and

Resistance bamboozles pale fckleness,
Till Ehe breaths blink, the nature read her

devoting at her pink lips magnificence
Reborn From Ashes, she musely turned into
clips 0]
the love—a corner that clasps her heart, her
0] flashy eyes

Clinging to the melodic eagerness, she, the
symbol of resilience
Aesthetics align with her hands, her blossoming

Yes! where the pink propels butterflies,
nightingale to relish her broken Ays
Where mountains are never too high— in her

eyes chosen dale
and heart in loveliness and stability softens the nerves, sharpens the
She, learning From dread, dirt and dusk, curves to veil
embracing the art and artistic innocence —The Phoenix rebirth.
o -Tajalla Qureshi

sickness ) ] ) )
This bond will continue, For generations to come,

Testimony of love, that will Forever shine
Without the venom of hate, or pollution of heart
This Friendship will shine, true love, always near.

Like eyelashes shielding and protecting with care,
She understood the pain, comforted and consoled
with love to share,

Mo jealousy, just joy and happiness to impart,

Comprehending the depths of the heart, Brinda. D

Enjoyed Reading

That's how my mind is; once it's broken, it
won't stick together again.

Husband: The plastic cup | threw away wasn't
even broken..

Wife: Okay, come and pick me up in the
evening....

Once, a husband and wife had an argument,
and the husband chased his wife away to her
mother’s house.

But the husband couldn't bear to be separated
From his wife, so he called her, thinking of
bringing her back.

You shouldn’t think of talking about philosophy
all the time,
that's the philosophy of today...

Rajesh Kanna B N
BT Asst, English
GHSSCHOOL NEWGUMMIDIPOONDI Tiruvallur

Husband: | can't live without you, come and
leave. We can live together..

. . District .
Wie: Take a tea cup and throw it on the Foor. Tamil Nadu
Husband: | threw it. 601201

Wife: Can you put that broken cup back

In Zomin's Heart, A Place To Grow

Among the green Relds and skies so wide,
Little Feet run, with joy as their quide.
Laughter and learning in every room,
Where wisdom and kindness begin to bloom.

Here, the stars in their names shine,
Guiding young hearts with love so divine.
Boychechak blooms in the children’s hands,
Like Alowers that dance on Zomin's lands.

Teachers as quides, with hearts Full of care,
Nurturing minds, with patience so rare.
Through every lesson, through every play,
The children of Zomin And their way.

g AN I"

(Yorgin Yulduz Boychechak Kindergarten)
So here in the valley, where dreams take flight,

In the hills of Zomin, where the mountains stand Yorqin Yulduz Boychechak shines so bright.

tal, A place of beginnings, where hopes align,
There’s a place where young dreams begin to call In Zomin's embrace, where stars will shine.
Yorqin Yulduz, a star so bright,
Boychechak Kindergarten, where Futures take By: Inomjonova Dildora Rustamovna Kindergarten
Alight. English teacher

Some Souls Understand Each
Other Even In Silence

True connections need no words, to be
understood,
Their presence is enough, to sense each other’s
pain,
A deep understanding, that transcends words .

N ' When you love truly, silence speaks your mood,
Ij It expresses the unspoken, the emotions
A silent language, that only hearts can hear,

@

Some souls understand each other, without a A bond that's strong, and clear Forever
word,
Their eyes convey many things JH. Aasiya
Their worries, their Face innocence blurred, Closs @0
Their shattered heart, a story untold, Govt High school Melpattampakkam Cuddalore
Their silence speaks volumes, of emotions district

Tamil Nadu, India
In the quiet moments, a powerful bond takes

hold,
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Maadhimisho Ya Siku Ya Kiswahili Duniani (MASIKIDU)

By: Alfred Lobawoi
O @themtkenyatimes

Worth Noting:

“Kiswahili ni kati ya lugha
Zinazozungumzwa na watu
zaidi ya million 200 duni-
ani, hasa katika ukanda wa
Afrika Mashariki, kati na
Kusini zenye wazungumzaji

engi. Vilevile ni lugha am-
bayo inatumika mno katika
mawasiliano ya Kimataifa
na Mashirika mbalimbali ya
Kimataifa.

1 dhahiri shairi kwamba
kwa sasa lugha hii ashirafu

a Kiswahili imepiga hatua si
haba kutokana na uzungumsz-

aji wake wa mara kwa mara.
Shuleni wanafuzi hutumia
lugha hii katika mawasiliano
ha pia hutumika kama lugha
mojawapo ya kufunza somo
la Kiswahili

Aashaka ya ukuaji wa Kiswa-
hili ni kama vile ukosefu wa
matumizi sahihi ya lugha
sanifu. Ni wengi hawapendi
kujikita katika uzungumzaji

a Kiswahili sanifu kwa kuk-

epa ngeli. Wengine hukiona
kama lugha ya wasio kubwa
na Elimu ya juu. Kiswahili si
kigumu bali ni rahisi mno.
Ajifunzaye huishi kujua na
asiyeuliza hana ajifunzalo.”

Mnamo Novemba 23, 2021 Shirika
la Umoja wa Mataifa la Elimu, Say-
ansi na Utamaduni, UNESCO ilibuni
tarche saba mwezi wa saba kuwa siku
ya Kiswahili duniani kuanzia 2022.
Tangu wakati huo, maadhimisho
yamekuwa yakifanyika kila mwaka
ikiwemo vikao vya kimataifa kama
EAC, kwa lengo la kukuza matumizi
ya Kiswahili katika Elimu, Utamad-
uni na Amani.

Kupitia UNESCO ndipo tunatam-
bua ukweli kuwa Kiswahili ni kati
ya lugha zinazozungumzwa na watu
zaidi ya million 200 duniani, hasa
katika ukanda wa Afrika Mashariki,
kati na Kusini zenye wazungumzaji
wengi. Vilevile ni lugha ambayo ina-
tumika mno katika mawasiliano ya
Kimataifa na Mashirika mbalimbali
ya Kimataifa. Hii ni nafasi ya kutam-
bua historia ya Kiswahili, kuenzi kazi
za wanafasihi na walimu wa Kiswa-
hili na pia kukuza matumizi aula ya
Kiswahili katika sekta rasmi na zile
ambazo si rasmi.

Aidha katika pumzi zizo hizo, siku
hii mahususi ilitengwa na shirika hilo
kwa madhumuni ya kulinda haki ya
lugha ambapo watu hupata haki ya
kujieleza katika lugha yao na ku-
hakikisha usikilizaji wa masuala yao.
Jambo jingine ni kuimarisha Elimu
na uwajibikaji; kwayo linasisitiza
matumizi rasmi ya Kiswahili kwenye
sekta mbalimbali kama vile za she-
ria, huduma za afya, mahakama na
utumishi wa umma. Kukuza utan-
gamano na Amani, kupitia lugha ya
Kiswahili ndipo mazungumzo baina
ya watu huimarika na kulete uwiano
miongoni mwa watu ambao awali
walikuwa na uhusiano mbaya.

Ni dhahiri shairi kwamba kwa sasa
lugha hii ashirafu ya Kiswahili ime-
piga hatua si haba kutokana na uzu-
ngumzwaji wake wa mara kwa mara.
Shuleni wanafuzi hutumia lugha hii
katika mawasiliano na pia hutumika
kama lugha mojawapo ya kufunza
somo la Kiswahili. Sokoni pia hu-
tumika katika matangazo ya kunadi
bei ya bidhaa ambapo dalali hutan-
gaza bidhaa yake akitumia Kiswahi-
li. Hatua hii huwawezesha wanunuzi
kuelewa moja kwa moja kinachozu-
ngumziwa na kupendezwa na bidhaa
yenyewe. Kwenye ulingo wa kisiasa
pia vilevile hakijaachwa nyuma kuto-
kana na matumizi ya mara kwa mara
ambapo wanasiasa hukitumia kuele-
za sera zao. Kauli mbiu na azimio ya
vyama vingi vya kisiasa pia huandik-
wa kwa lugha ya Kiswahili. Lililopo
ndilo lisemwalo.

The World Kiswahili Day brought out guests from many diasporas at this unique event. Photo SHAMLAL PURI

Pamoja na hayo wanalugha wengi
wanaokitumia Kiswahili wamepata
nafasi tolatola ya ufunzaji kwenye
mataifa ya kigeni. Nafasi hizi zina-
letwa na hiki Kiswahili ambapo
walimu wengi hupata kazi ya kufun-
za, wengine wakapata nafasi ya ku-
fanya tafsiri au ukalimani pamoja na
kupata kazi ya utangazaji miongoni
mwa mengine. Titi la mama i tamu,
jingine halishi hamu.

Mitandao ya kijamii ni uwanja
mwingine ambao umechangia pa-
kubwa kwenye makuzi ya Kiswabhili.
Katika ulimwengu huu wa teknolojia
ambapo vijana wengi wametumbukia
kwenye teknolojia ya mitandao kama
vile tiktok, Facebook na mtandao
wa X; wao hutuma video ambazo
wamerekodi kwa lugha ya Kiswabhili.
Mbali na hayo midahalo mbalimbali
na matangazo mbalimbali ambayo
wao hufanya ni kwa kutumia lugha
hii ashirafu.

Vyombo vya Habari pia vipo mstari
wa mbele katika mataifa mengi hasa
kushadidia matumizi ya lugha ya
Kiswahili. Vyombo hivyo huviende-
sha vipindi vya Kiswahili kupitia wa-
nahabari wanaokichapukia na kuienzi
lugha kwa ajili ya kuwashirikisha
walimu, wanafunzi na hata wak-
ercketwa wanaopenda Kiswahili.
Magazeti pia ni njia nyingine am-
bayo imetumika mno katika makuzi
ya Kiswahili. Mijadala, barua kwa
mhariri, Makala na maswali ya somo
la Kiswahili huchapishwa sana kwa
ajili ya kukiendeleza Kiswabhili.
Pamoja na hayo pia wataalamu na
walimu wanaofunza lugha hupewa
nafasi ya kutoa mchango wao gaze-
tini.

Yote hayo ni tisa, kumi ni kwamba
kando na lugha hii adhimu kupiga
hatua bado kuna mikingamo ambayo

imetatiza ukuaji wake. Sheng si mo-
jawapo. Mosi, narejelea lugha ya
Sheng kwa kutambuliwa kuwa kero
ya kutatiza Kiswahili ilhali ni lugha
ya msimu. Ndiyo vijana wengi hu-
tumia Sheng lakini wajua kwamba
vijana hao hawawezi kuzungumza
bila kuzungumza angalau neno moja
la Kiswahili? Basi jua hivyo. Kupitia
njia hiyo wao hukuza Kiswahili. Iwa-
po vijana wangegutuka gonezini na
kuchapisha kamusi ya misamiati ya
Sheng, basi hapo wangekuwa wame-
piga hatua.

Mashaka ya ukuaji wa Kiswahili
ni kama vile ukosefu wa matumizi
sahihi ya lugha sanifu. Ni wengi ha-
wapendi kujikita katika uzungumzaji
wa Kiswahili sanifu kwa kukwepa
ngeli. Wengine hukiona kama lugha
ya wasio kubwa na Elimu ya juu.
Kiswahili si kigumu bali ni rahi-
si mno. Ajifunzaye huishi kujua na
asiyeuliza hana ajifunzalo. Mashaka
mengine ni ukosefu wa misamiati
faafu ambapo huwafanya watu kuzu-
ngumza na kubananga lugha pasipo

kuelewa lipi ni lipi. Ili kuyashinda
haya yote uhamasishaji wa lugha hii
adhimu inastahili kujengewa msin-
gi thabiti ili walimu, wanafunzi na
hata wakereketwa waelewe zaidi ma-
tumizi ya Kiswahili fasaha si tu kati-
ka mazungumzo bali pia katika elimu
na hata maisha ya kila siku. Safari ni
hatua.

Ni wito kwa Wakereketwa wa
Kiswahili na walimu kushinikiza
serikali yetu ya Kenya kuasisi Bara-
za la Kiswabhili. Ili kuweka mikakati
kabambe ya kuieneza lugha hii, kui-
tukuza na kuishadidia; lazima pawe
na baraza maalum ambalo litakuwa
linatoa miongozo hiyo. Kiswahili
ni lugha ya taifa na sisi sote tunafaa
kuwa mstari wa mbele ja mfuko wa
shati. Nadhani tukipiga hatua kama
Tanzania (BAKITA) na Zanzibar
(BAKIZA) kubuni baraza basi kazi
itakuwa kwetu. Jipe leo changamo-
to ya kujifunza misamiati miwili ya
Kiswahili kisha utumie katika senten-
si. Ada ya mja hunena, muungwana
ni kitendo. Wasalaam!

Welcoming the guests, veteran broadcaster and media figure Abdul Sheikh,
Big Q, the organiser and founder of Sema Jambo, believes Kiswahili has a
bright future globally. Photo SHAMLAL PURI
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By: Odhiambo Jerameel Kevins Owuor
o @themtkenyatimes

In recent times, Kenya has wit-
nessed a disturbing surge in inci-
dents of police brutality that have
sparked widespread outrage among
citizens. These events have not only
highlighted the excessive use of
force by law enforcement agencies
but also exposed deeper systemic is-
sues within the governance structure.
The police, as agents of the state, are
entrusted with the responsibility of
protecting citizens and upholding the
rule of law. However, when this trust
is broken through acts of violence
and repression, it creates a profound
sense of insecurity and alienation
among the populace.

The situation is further exacerbat-
ed by a leadership that appears in-
creasingly disconnected from the
needs and aspirations of its people.
Despite the clear mandate enshrined
in Article 1 of the Kenyan Constitu-
tion, which states that all sovereign
power belongs to the people and
that the government exists to serve
them, there is growing evidence that
some leaders prioritize personal and
political interests over public wel-
fare. This disconnect undermines the
foundational principles of democ-
racy and good governance, breed-
ing frustration and disillusionment
among citizens.

Public trust is the cornerstone of any
functioning democracy. When peo-
ple lose confidence in their leaders
and institutions, the social contract
that binds society begins to unravel.
In Kenya, the repeated failure to ad-
dress police misconduct and the re-
luctance of those in power to engage
meaningfully with citizens’ concerns
have led to a dangerous erosion of
this trust. The perception that the
government is self-serving rather
than service-oriented fuels cynicism
and disengagement, weakening dem-
ocratic participation and accountabil-
ity.

Moreover, police brutality is not
an isolated issue but a symptom
of broader governance challenges,
including lack of transparency, ac-
countability, and respect for human
rights. The use of excessive force
against peaceful protesters, arbitrary
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Erosion Of Public Trust In Kenya: The Consequences Of Police
Brutality And Unresponsive Leadership On Democratic Order

arrests, and intimidation tactics re-
flect a governance style that is more
authoritarian than democratic. Such
practices stifle dissent and discour-
age citizens from exercising their
constitutional rights, thereby shrink-
ing the democratic space.

The erosion of public trust also has
significant implications for nation-
al stability and development. When
citizens feel marginalized and op-
pressed, social cohesion is threat-
ened, and the potential for conflict
increases. Economic progress is hin-
dered as uncertainty and instability
deter investment and disrupt daily
life. Furthermore, the internation-
al community closely watches how
governments treat their citizens, and
persistent human rights abuses can
damage Kenya’s reputation and dip-
lomatic relations.

To restore trust and reinforce the
foundations of democratic gover-
nance in Kenya, the government
must embark on a deliberate and
far-reaching reform of the police
service. This endeavor should begin
with the restructuring of police train-
ing curricula to embed human rights,
constitutionalism, and civic ethics at
the core of law enforcement philos-
ophy. Officers should be equipped
not only with tactical skills but also
with the intellectual and emotional
aptitude necessary for engaging di-
verse populations with dignity and
professionalism. Training must be
continuous, adaptive, and assessed
regularly to ensure its effectiveness

in changing the culture within the
service. Beyond training, the insti-
tutional culture of impunity that has
long characterized Kenya’s police
forces must be dismantled through
clear accountability pathways and
deterrent consequences for miscon-
duct. Without such structural and
cultural shifts, any reform efforts will
merely be cosmetic and ultimately
unsustainable.

Equally vital is the establishment of
robust and truly independent over-
sight mechanisms that transcend
tokenism and wield real authority.
The Internal Affairs Unit and Inde-
pendent Policing Oversight Authori-
ty (IPOA), while legally established,
must be empowered with adequate
resources, legal mandates, and oper-
ational independence to investigate
abuses without fear or favor. This
includes protecting whistleblowers,
safeguarding victims and witnesses,
and ensuring timely and transparent
publication of findings. Oversight
must also include a participatory di-
mension, where citizens are enabled
to lodge complaints and track the
progress of investigations. Account-
ability should be further reinforced
by a judicial system that upholds the
rule of law impartially and promptly,
delivering justice not just in theory
but in lived experience. Only then
can confidence in state institutions
begin to be rebuilt.

The responsibility of reform does
not lie solely with government in-
stitutions; it also rests with political

leaders whose rhetoric and behavior
significantly influence public percep-
tions and social cohesion. Leaders
must show more than performative
concern during crises, they must
institutionalize mechanisms of di-
alogue that bridge the gap between
governance and citizenry. Town hall
meetings, digital platforms for civic
engagement, and community feed-
back loops are all viable tools that
can foster participatory governance.
However, such initiatives are mean-
ingful only when accompanied by a
sincere commitment to implement-
ing citizens’ feedback and addressing
long-standing  grievances. Leaders
must model ethical leadership, es-
chewing divisive politics and instead
promoting unity, equity, and justice.
By doing so, they affirm their alle-
giance not to power, but to the people
they serve.

Civil society, the media, and local
community leaders remain indis-
pensable in this reform process. Civil
society organizations provide critical
checks on state power and amplify
the voices of marginalized groups,
while investigative journalism brings
abuses to light and holds both poli-
ticians and law enforcers to public
scrutiny. Community leaders, includ-
ing elders, faith leaders, and youth
mobilizers, bridge the formal and
informal realms of governance, fos-
tering grassroots accountability and
peacebuilding. These actors must be
protected and supported to operate
without intimidation or repression.

Furthermore, civic education must
be mainstreamed across the country
to cultivate a politically conscious
citizenry that understands its rights
and responsibilities. When citizens
are informed, they are empowered to
demand justice, resist repression, and
participate meaningfully in national
discourse.

Ultimately, the recent wave of po-
lice brutality and the government’s
sometimes apathetic response un-
derscores a critical truth: democra-
cy is not self-sustaining. It must be
safeguarded vigilantly, especially
when tested by state overreach or
civic disillusionment. The Constitu-
tion of Kenya, in Article 1, vests all
sovereign power in the people. This
is not a symbolic gesture; it is a legal
and moral imperative that mandates
service, humility, and accountabili-
ty from all branches of government.
Where these obligations are ignored,
trust disintegrates, social contracts
unravel, and democratic order stands
at risk. Therefore, all stakeholders;
government officials, civil society,
media, and citizens must act collec-
tively and courageously to defend
democratic values. Only then can
Kenya realize a future that is not only
peaceful and just but also authenti-
cally representative of the people’s
will.

The writer is a legal researcher and
lawyer
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Silence Is The New Treason

J L
By: Midmark Onsongo
O @themtkenyatimes
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Worth Noting:

. Our education
system has become a
meat grinder, churning
out certificate holders,
not solution givers.
Millions graduate yearly,
yet few can question,
fewer still can innovate.
We’ve made it fashion-
able to be literate but
not intelligent. Degrees
are no longer a badge of
service; they’re a curren-
cy in corruption markets
and political auditions.

. The Price of
Silence. Look at Sudan.
Look at Congo. Look at
Haiti. And yes, look at
Kenya. The most dan-
gerous citizens today are
not criminals with guns
but civilians with voices
who choose silence in
the face of injustice. We
are plagued not by a lack
of democracy, but by a
lack of courage.

After months of strategic silence and

soul-searching, I return not to warm
the bench of journalism but to dis-
rupt, to educate, and to awaken. [ am
not back to joyride in the comfort of
recycled narratives or safe reporting.
I am back to shake the tree until rot-
ten fruits fall. This is not a comeback.
This is a mission. And in this piece,
I dare to make it plain: the truth has
been gagged for too long and some-
one must speak when silence be-
comes betrayal.

Kenya, and much of Africa, is star-
ing at a fork in the road. One path
leads to progress. The other is a well-
paved road to decay, and many are
marching down it wearing suits of ig-
norance, shoes of tribalism, and belts
of borrowed ideologies. We have
normalized abnormality. Celebrat-
ed mediocrity. Elevated the corrupt
while crucifying the righteous. That
era must die, and we must write its
obituary without fear.

Where Are the Thinkers? We cannot
build a continent with slogans, rallies,
and hashtags. We must raise think not
just echo chambers. Where are the
scholars whose pens were once rivers
of revolution? Where are the writers
who sparked mental fires in the dark-
est days of dictatorship? Why have
we traded our sharp pens for hollow
praise songs?

Our education system has become a
meat grinder, churning out certificate
holders, not solution givers. Millions
graduate yearly, yet few can question,
fewer still can innovate. We’ve made
it fashionable to be literate but not
intelligent. Degrees are no longer a
badge of service; they’re a currency
in corruption markets and political
auditions.

The Price of Silence. Look at Sudan.
Look at Congo. Look at Haiti. And
yes, look at Kenya. The most danger-
ous citizens today are not criminals
with guns but civilians with voices
who choose silence in the face of in-
justice. We are plagued not by a lack
of democracy, but by a lack of cour-
age.

When your leaders steal billions
and you joke about it online—that’s
cowardice wearing a comedy mask.
When your village lacks water but
you praise a governor for launching a
stadium—that’s not loyalty; it’s men-
tal colonization. We must understand:
silence does not protect you. It only
prepares your children for slavery.

Youth: The Sleeping Volcano. This
continent is 70% youth. But you’d
think we are 90% pensioners from
how muted our energy is. Why are
we so docile in a system built on
our backs? We riot for concerts and

influencers but go mute on policy,
on law, on budget theft, on oppres-
sive reforms. Our youth are loud but
misdirected. We are digital warriors
fighting irrelevant wars while our fu-
tures are auctioned behind mahogany
doors.

It’s time for the Gen Z and millenni-
als to redirect their fire. Burn not with
gossip, but with governance. Become
not just content creators, but nation
builders. We cannot TikTok our way
to liberation. We cannot meme our
way out of unemployment. The rev-
olution will not be viral it will be
intentional. Truth Must Offend. You
cannot fix what you’re too scared to
name. The truth must offend before it
liberates. So let me offend a little.
Some clergy are no longer prophets
but profits. Politicians no longer lie
they advertise their lies on billboards.
Our media, once the fourth estate,
now often feels like the estate agent
of propaganda. And the civil society?
Some have become NGOs of conve-
nience, not conviction.

We need to restore boldness. Jour-
nalists must report like it’s their last
story. Activists must speak like their
children’s lives depend on it—be-
cause they do. Writers must write like
pens were made for battle, not for

beauty.

Healing Is Political. Forget the myth
that politics is dirty. What’s dirty is
avoiding it and hoping for miracles.
Every public toilet you complain
about is a political decision. Every
strike, every pothole, every food
shortage they’re political symptoms
of leadership failure.

To those who say, “I’m not into pol-
itics,” T ask: Are you not into your
stomach? Your safety? Your future?
Because that’s what politics is. Ig-
noring politics is like ignoring cancer
because you hate hospitals.

We must vote not for names, tribes,
or bribes but for ideologies. We must
interrogate manifestos with the same
energy we interrogate celebrities.
You cannot build a nation by electing
comedians and crying philosophers.
Leadership is not a joke. If you laugh
at it during elections, you’ll weep at
it in real life.

The Pan-African Question? Why is
Africa, with all its beauty and brains,
still trapped in cycles of debt, con-
flict, and dependency? The answer
lies in broken unity. Colonialism
divided us, neocolonialism distracts
us, and tribalism destroys us. Until
we see ourselves as African first and
national second, we will be slaves in

our own lands.

We need a continental conscious-
ness. An East African youth should
care about coups in Niger and floods
in Nigeria. A South African think-
er should rage when Kenyans are
gagged. Why? Because injustice any-
where in Africa is a threat to justice
everywhere on this continent.
Kwame Nkrumah, Thomas Sankara,
Patrice Lumumba they did not die
for us to twerk in ignorance. We owe
them more. We owe ourselves more.
This Pen Has No Brakes. From now
on, I will write as if every piece is my
last. Because it might be. The truth is
expensive. It demands enemies. But if
my words plant a seed of discomfort
in just one reader—enough to make
them question, resist, or rise then it’s
worth it. I am not back to be liked. I
am back to be heard. To be quoted. To
be feared by systems and cheered by
conscience. The Nobel Prize? That’s
not a fantasy. It’s a destination for
those who dare to risk comfort in pur-
suit of a just world.

Scripted by

MIDMARK ONYONKA ONSONGO,
SGS

(Socio-Geographer)
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. Enhancing the Namib-
ia-Kenya Chamber of Commerce
would serve as a pivotal tool to
promote bilateral trade. Such a
body could facilitate business
matchmaking, organize trade
expos, and lobby for pro-busi-
ness reforms across borders.
Investment forums focusing on
strategic sectors such as renew-
able energy, agribusiness, and
digital technology could draw
attention from investors within
the diaspora and beyond.

. Although Namibia’s
domestic market is relatively
small, its political stability

and favorable tax regime offer
attractive conditions for foreign
direct investment. Kenya, on the
other hand, boasts a bustling
entrepreneurial ecosystem,
especially in technology and
financial services, though it
faces bureaucratic challenges. A
comparative understanding of
these climates allows businesses
from each country to hedge risks
while leveraging complementary
strengths. Together, they can
catalyze a more equitable distri-
bution of capital and entrepre-
neurship across the continent.

Worth Noting:

Monday, July 7, 2025 | The Mt. Kenya Times

Unlocking Strategic Synergies: A Factual Analysis Of
Namibia-Kenya Business Partnership Potential

Introduction:

ontextualizing a Pan-African

Alliance Despite the consid-

erable geographical distance
between Namibia and Kenya, the
two countries possess complemen-
tary strengths and shared aspirations
that can propel a robust and multi-
faceted alliance. Namibia, anchored
on the Atlantic coast, is renowned
for its mineral wealth, strategic port
infrastructure, and emerging green
energy potential. Kenya, situated
along the Indian Ocean, has long
held a reputation as East Africa’s
innovation powerhouse, with a di-
versified economy spanning ag-
riculture, technology, and service
sectors. Their partnership, if nur-
tured deliberately, holds the prom-
ise of not only deepening bilateral
relations but also inspiring broader
continental integration in alignment
with Agenda 2063 and Africa’s Vi-
sion 2030.
Historically, relations between Na-
mibia and Kenya have been cordial
yet underutilized. While both na-
tions participate in key continental
bodies such as the African Union,
the United Nations Economic Com-
mission for Africa, and the African
Continental Free Trade Area (Af-
CFTA), tangible cooperation in
trade, infrastructure, and cultural
exchange remains in its early stag-
es. This article presents a sectoral
analysis of potential collaboration
areas, exploring how synergizing
their capabilities could contribute
to inclusive development, improved
connectivity, and enhanced compet-
itiveness across Africa.

Trade and Investment Platforms

One of the foundational areas where
Namibia and Kenya can collaborate
is through shared trade and invest-
ment platforms. The implementation
of the AfCFTA provides an unprec-
edented opportunity to dismantle
trade barriers and create a unified
continental market that benefits both
economies. With Namibia part of
the Southern African Development
Community (SADC) and Kenya
a key member of the East African
Community (EAC), their partici-
pation in the Tripartite Free Trade
Agreement (TFTA) further widens
their economic horizons. The TFTA
integrates SADC, COMESA, and
EAC frameworks, offering a struc-
tured pathway to harmonized trade
policies and regulatory alignment.
Enhancing the Namibia-Kenya
Chamber of Commerce would serve
as a pivotal tool to promote bilateral
trade. Such a body could facilitate
business matchmaking, organize
trade expos, and lobby for pro-busi-
ness reforms across borders. Invest-
ment forums focusing on strategic
sectors such as renewable energy,
agribusiness, and digital technology
could draw attention from investors
within the diaspora and beyond.
Although Namibia’s domestic mar-
ket is relatively small, its political
stability and favorable tax regime
offer attractive conditions for for-
eign direct investment. Kenya, on
the other hand, boasts a bustling en-

Dr. Peya Mushelenga, Minister of International Relations and Cooperation of the Republic of Namibia hosted Dr. Musalia Muda-
vadi, Prime Cabinet Secretary and Cabinet Secretary for Foreign & Diaspora Affairs of the Republic of Kenya, for Diplomatic and
Political Consultations in Windhoek, Namibia, on 10 September 2024. Photo: MoIRC Namibia.

trepreneurial ecosystem, especially
in technology and financial services,
though it faces bureaucratic chal-
lenges. A comparative understand-
ing of these climates allows busi-
nesses from each country to hedge
risks while leveraging complemen-
tary strengths. Together, they can
catalyze a more equitable distribu-
tion of capital and entrepreneurship
across the continent.

Industrial and Infrastructure De-
velopment

Infrastructure remains one of the
most visible and essential domains
for Namibia-Kenya collaboration.
Both countries face significant
challenges in logistics and trans-
port that impede trade and mobili-
ty. Namibia’s Walvis Bay Corridor
and Kenya’s Lamu Port-South Su-
dan-Ethiopia  Transport (LAPS-
SET) Corridor represent flagship
infrastructural projects with conti-
nental impact. Coordinating these
corridors and integrating inland dry
ports, weighbridges, and customs
points could transform regional lo-
gistics into a seamless network.
Namibia’s ambitions to become a
logistics hub are strengthened by
its advanced port infrastructure,
particularly the Port of Walvis Bay.
Kenya’s Mombasa and Lamu ports
are similarly crucial for East African
supply chains. By developing transit
routes that interlink these ports and
investing in railway connectivity
across southern and eastern Africa,
both countries could reduce bottle-
necks and lower the cost of goods
movement.

Energy is another strategic pillar
for partnership. Kenya has made
significant strides in renewable en-
ergy, especially in geothermal and
wind power, while Namibia’s solar
farms and green hydrogen initiatives
are gaining momentum. Sharing re-
search, technology, and investment
in renewables can boost both na-
tions’ energy security and sustain-
ability goals. Public-Private Partner-

ships (PPPs), successfully utilized
in projects like Kenya’s Nairobi
Expressway and Namibia’s airport
expansion, serve as effective mod-
els for financing and operational
management. By learning from each
other’s PPP experiences, Namibia
and Kenya can collaboratively build
infrastructure that supports econom-
ic growth without burdening public
debt.

Agriculture and Agribusiness

Agriculture stands as a powerful
driver of economic collaboration
between Namibia and Kenya, pri-
marily due to the complementarity
of their agricultural outputs and
demands. Namibia’s strength lies
in its livestock industry, known
for premium beef, lamb, and hake
exports. Kenya, meanwhile, leads
in horticulture, tea, coffee, and flo-
riculture-products that enjoy high
demand across Africa and globally.
By partnering in trade agreements,
Namibia could supply high-quality
meat and fish to Kenya’s growing
hospitality and retail sectors. This
not only meets Kenya’s rising pro-
tein demand but also creates a reli-
able export destination for Namibia.
Conversely, Kenya’s horticultural
products, especially cut flowers and
specialty teas, could fill gaps in Na-
mibia’s import portfolio and upscale
tourism offerings.

The agro-processing space pro-
vides significant opportunity for
joint ventures. Building food pro-
cessing plants in both countries, for
example, meat canning in Namibia
and tea packaging in Kenya, would
reduce post-harvest losses, increase
value addition, and create jobs.
Sharing technologies in irrigation,
soil health, pest control, and farm
data analytics can lift productivity
across sectors. Rural development
could be accelerated through knowl-
edge transfers, cooperatives, and
shared access to equipment financ-
ing.

Education and Healthcare Col-
laboration

Human capital is the backbone of
long-term development, and in this
regard, Namibia and Kenya have
much to learn from each other. Na-
mibia faces a shortage of medical
specialists, while Kenya graduates a
surplus of qualified doctors, nurses,
and technicians. Reviving bilateral
health agreements could allow Ken-
yan medical professionals to work in
Namibia under mutual recognition
protocols, filling critical gaps in ser-
vice delivery.

Given the disparity in medical ed-
ucation infrastructure between Na-
mibia and Kenya, a bilateral agree-
ment facilitating the training of
Namibian medical students in Kenya
would be both strategic and mutual-
ly beneficial. Kenya boasts a signifi-
cantly larger number of accredited
universities and specialized medical
institutions, making it a regional
leader in health sciences education.
Namibia, by contrast, faces a short-
age of training facilities and clinical
placement options, which limits the
country’s ability to rapidly expand
its healthcare workforce. Through
a structured partnership, Namib-
ia could send aspiring doctors and
specialists to Kenyan universities
for undergraduate and postgraduate
training, while jointly establishing
pathways for knowledge transfer,
academic exchange, and clinical in-
ternships. This initiative would not
only address Namibia’s pressing
need for medical professionals but
also deepen ties between the two
nations in the realm of health diplo-
macy and capacity building.
Beyond healthcare staffing, collab-
orative research projects in med-
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icine, public health, and nutrition
offer a productive avenue. Joint
academic publications, data sharing
in disease surveillance, and training
workshops could address common
issues such as malaria, tuberculosis,
and maternal health.

In education, Namibia’s goals for
Technical and Vocational Educa-
tion and Training (TVET) reform
are closely aligned with Kenya’s
experience in technical institutions
and curriculum design. By pooling
expertise in vocational training,
both countries can develop curricula
suited to local labor market needs.
Faculty exchanges, student scholar-
ships, and collaborative research in
agriculture, engineering, and infor-
mation technology would stimulate
innovation and capacity building.
Academic partnerships could also
be extended to policy think tanks
and research institutes. By devel-
oping frameworks for exchange,
countries could jointly produce pa-
pers and policy briefs on African de-
velopment, trade, technology ethics,
and global diplomacy, subjects that
both nations are increasingly engag-
ing with.

Technology, Innovation, and Dig-
ital Economy

Kenya’s reputation as a Silicon
Savannah is well earned, with in-
novations like M-Pesa revolution-
izing mobile finance across Africa.
Namibia, while smaller in scale, is
ambitious in digital transformation
under its Vision 2030 roadmap. A
partnership between these two coun-
tries in technology could reshape
digital access and enterprise growth
regionally.

Kenyan fintech solutions, including
mobile banking, credit scoring, and
blockchain-based governance tools,
could be piloted in Namibia’s under-
served regions to enhance financial
inclusion. Meanwhile, Namibia’s
green tech initiatives and commit-
ment to cyber policy reform offer
valuable lessons for Kenya’s urban
and rural tech expansion.

Building cross-border startup incu-
bators would enable entrepreneurs
from both countries to co-create
solutions in agriculture technolo-
gy, health services, and e-learning.
Governments can support these
hubs through grants, tax incentives,
and public service integration. Col-
laborative coding bootcamps and Al
workshops could nurture youth in
both nations, positioning them for
future global competitiveness.
Digital marketplaces offer another
frontier. Platforms like the Namib-
ia-Kenya Marketplace Global al-
ready connect over 1500 businesses.
Expanding these to include e-logis-
tics, product verification, and dig-
ital payments would cement their
role in SME development and boost
pan-African e-commerce.

Logistics, Aviation, and Customs
Integration

Physical and administrative con-
nectivity is essential to actualizing
cross-border trade. Despite being
separated by thousands of kilome-
ters, direct air routes between Wind-
hoek and Nairobi would drastically
reduce travel time and encourage
tourist and business movement.
Establishing such routes, either via
national carriers or regional aviation
alliances, is a critical step in logis-
tics optimization.

Further, creating cargo corridors
through Lusaka or Dar es Salaam
as midpoints would increase freight
volume and lower costs. The con-
struction and modernization of cargo
handling facilities and bonded ware-
houses along these routes would ac-
celerate supply chains and encour-
age high-value goods exchange.
Customs harmonization remains a
perennial challenge. Namibia and
Kenya must align their product
standards, health certifications, and
documentation processes to facili-
tate smooth trade. Under AfCFTA,
developing mutual recognition of
standards for pharmaceuticals, pro-
cessed foods, and electronics can
boost trust and minimize delays.
Digitizing customs processes and
enhancing inter-agency cooperation
would also reduce corruption and
transit inefficiencies.

Tourism and Cultural Diplomacy

Tourism offers one of the most
emotive and economically signif-
icant areas of Namibia-Kenya co-
operation. Namibia’s rugged land-
scapes, desert safaris, and marine
attractions contrast beautifully with
Kenya’s savannah reserves, coastal
retreats, and mountain trails. Jointly
branding these destinations as part
of an African tourism corridor could
appeal to adventure travelers, hon-
eymooners, and cultural enthusiasts
seeking multi-country experiences.
Cruise tourism along the Atlantic
and Indian Ocean coasts offers in-
triguing possibilities, with coast-
al cities like Swakopmund and
Mombasa serving as anchor points.
Developing joint itineraries, tour
packages, and travel passes would
stimulate regional tourism and di-
versify income sources for local
communities.

Cultural exchanges have the pow-
er to foster unity and understanding
across borders. Organizing festi-
vals, artist residencies, and youth
exchange programs could celebrate
African heritage and promote iden-
tity-building. Language workshops,
documentary production, and culi-
nary expos would provide engaging
platforms for learning and collabo-
ration.

Diaspora communities should also
be engaged in building cultural
bridges. Encouraging diaspora in-
vestment in creative industries and
involving them in cultural diplo-
macy can yield both social and eco-
nomic activities.

Certainly, Silas. Here’s the rewrit-

ten section in analytical essay form,
maintaining the original headings
while transforming each point into a
cohesive narrative:

Diplomatic Missions & Agree-
ments

The formalization and expansion
of diplomatic missions are critical
mechanisms for deepening interstate
engagement, and Namibia’s initia-
tive to establish a mission in Nai-
robi exemplifies strategic foresight
in East African outreach. Such a
diplomatic presence allows for clos-
er political dialogue, the promotion
of trade and investment opportuni-
ties, and the institutionalization of
cross-border cooperation in sectors
such as security, infrastructure, and
education. Through this mission,
Namibia not only signals its intent to
integrate more closely with East Af-
rica but also positions itself as a pro-
active stakeholder in regional unity.
Complementing this effort, the es-
tablishment of bilateral commis-
sions offers a practical platform to
address administrative bottlenecks
and advance regulatory harmoniza-
tion. These commissions can fast-
track negotiations on trade facilita-
tion, industrial policy, and mutual
recognition of standards, thereby
accelerating the implementation of
reforms that support inclusive eco-
nomic growth.

Visa Reforms & Labor Mobility

An essential enabler of economic
integration between Namibia and
Kenya is the liberalization of mobili-
ty protocols for businesspersons and
professionals. Implementing recip-
rocal visa arrangements tailored to
entrepreneurs, skilled workers, and
researchers would significantly ease
movement between the two nations,
strengthening bilateral trade and
knowledge exchange. This policy
shift would encourage the deploy-
ment of specialized talent to sectors
with critical shortages and foster
a vibrant ecosystem of innovation
and investment. Equally important
is the harmonization of labor laws,
which must ensure that individuals
crossing borders for employment

enjoy equitable treatment, standard-
ized contracts, and access to social
protections. Such alignment reduces
exploitative practices and enhances
the overall efficiency of labor mar-
kets, making cross-border engage-
ment both ethical and economically
viable.

Youth & Gender-Inclusive Pro-
grams

Incorporating youth and women
into the policymaking and entrepre-
neurship landscapes of Namibia and
Kenya is not only socially progres-
sive but also economically trans-
formative. Collaborative programs
aimed at empowering young innova-
tors and women-led enterprises have
the potential to create more resilient
and responsive economies. By offer-
ing access to finance, mentorship,
and digital tools, both governments
can leverage demographic dividends
to fuel sustainable development.
Moreover, the formation of joint
advocacy platforms on issues such
as climate action, education reform,
and healthcare equity provides an
avenue for civic engagement across
borders. These forums can amplify
marginalized voices, stimulate pol-
icy innovation, and foster a sense
of pan-African solidarity among fu-
ture leaders. In effect, a governance
agenda that centers inclusivity be-
comes a strategic tool for shared
prosperity and institutional renewal.

Conclusion: The Road to Region-
al Renaissance

Namibia and Kenya are no longer
just distant neighbors by virtue of
their location on the African con-
tinent; they now stand as potential
co-architects of a transformative
African future. This emerging part-
nership transcends traditional di-
plomacy, evolving into a strategic
alliance that reflects the continent’s
aspiration for unity, resilience, and
self-determination. Rooted in mu-
tual respect, their relationship draws
strength from a deep understanding
of each other’s developmental prior-
ities, cultural assets, and institution-
al capabilities. The convergence of
Namibia’s logistical infrastructure,

mineral wealth, and green energy
ambitions with Kenya’s technolog-
ical prowess, diversified economy,
and regional influence creates a
foundation for cooperation that is
both visionary and pragmatic.

Such complementarity is not mere-
ly symbolic - it holds the potential
to catalyze systemic change across
Africa. By jointly pursuing the
objectives laid out in continental
frameworks like Agenda 2063 and
Vision 2030, Namibia and Kenya
can spearhead initiatives that rede-
fine African governance, trade, and
innovation. This partnership prom-
ises more than bilateral benefits; it
offers a scalable model for cross-re-
gional collaboration that other Afri-
can nations can emulate.

Across key sectors - from trade cor-
ridors that streamline goods move-
ment to cultural diplomacy that
reimagines African identity - the
opportunities for investment and co-
operation are tangible and multifac-
eted. These sectors form the arteries
of regional integration, breathing
life into industrial development, ed-
ucational reform, public health sys-
tems, and digital connectivity. With
thoughtful policy harmonization,
targeted infrastructure co-financing,
and inclusive civic engagement,
Namibia and Kenya have the means
to build institutions that serve both
their peoples and the continent as a
whole.

Ultimately, their partnership chal-
lenges the notion that geography
and colonial legacy must define Af-
rica’s destiny. Instead, it affirms that
shared values, strategic alignment,
and people-driven initiatives can
overcome distances and divisions.
In this emerging chapter of African
development, Namibia and Kenya
are not just collaborating, they are
constructing the very scaffolding
of a modern Africa whose strength
lies in its unity, its diversity, and its
collective resolve to shape its own
future.
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*Samman Vohra chalked-up his maiden international win in the 2025 edition of the FIA African Rally Champion-

ship (ARC) Rwanda Mountain Gorilla Rally which culminated in Eastern Province district of Bugesera.

Vohra Racks Up Maiden International Win
In Rwanda As Nikhil Clinches ARC 3

Samman Vohra chalked-up his
maiden international win in the
2025 edition of the FIA Afti-
can Rally Championship (ARC)
Rwanda Mountain Gorilla Ral-
ly which culminated in Eastern
Province district of Bugesera.
Navigated by Briton Drew Stur-
rock behind the wheel of a Sko-
da Fabia Rally2 evo, the reign-
ing Kenya champion had his
campaign effectively sewn-up
when compatriot and defending
African champion Karan Patel
crashed out in the mid-morning
stages of Saturday’s Legl.
Karan and his partner Tauseef
Khan retired for the day after an
off in Saturday’s 16.0 km SS3
Nembal speed-test and didn’t re-
start on Super Rally on Sunday.
An overjoyed Samman beat
compatriot Nikhil Sachania by
a massive 14 minutes to lay his
hands on the coveted Rwanda
title held by Karan for three suc-
cessive years. Samman’s victory
in the Gorilla fixture of the FIA
regional series was a welcome
relief following his retirement
in May’s Pearl of Africa Uganda
Rally, much to his chagrin.
Indefatigable Samman  had
swept the ground with all and
sundry in Uganda only to retire
due to mechanical issues. He
had a hard landing from a jump,
which broke a front control arm
on his Skoda, forcing him to re-
tire from the Uganda leg on SS6.
But Samman did it in bravado in
Busegera, Rwanda winning the
15.30 km SS15 Ruhuha 2 Power
Stage and indeed scooping ad-
ditional championship points to
boot. The Power Stage is often
the final stage of a rally, a con-
cept popularised by the World
Rally Championship (WRC) and
adopted by the ARC series in
2024.

Old boy Davite prevails

Rwandese old-boy Giancarlo
Davite emerged the winner in the
National category beating Ugan-
dan Joshua Mwanguzi to second

spot.

Davite (62) is one of Rwanda’s
most decorated drivers having
won the Gorilla rally twice out-
right in 2013 and 2018.

Ugandan  champion  Yasin
Nasser came in fourth on Spe-
cial Stages which traversed the
sleepy region near the Rwan-
da-Burundi border as the dust
finally settled at Nemba Service
Park.

Prior to the cars heading East,
fans were treated to some exhil-
arating displays of racing artistry
in Friday’s shakedown and quali-
fying stage at the Kigali Conven-
tion Centre (KCC) where Karan
set the pace in his rally2 Skoda
contraption.

It was double celebration for
Kenya as Nikhil also sealed back
to back ARC3 wins at the wheel
of his M-Sport prepared Ford Fi-
esta Rally 3 machine.

Group N driver Prince Charles
Nyerere of Tanzania emerged the
ARC2 winner in third overall po-
sition in the ARC category.

Gatimus retires

Kenya’s trailblazing daugh-
ter-and-mother crew of Tinashe
and Carol Gatimu retied on the
2420 km SS13 Kamabuye 2
speed test. The Kenyan all-fe-
male crew were lying 11th at
TC End — SS12 Ruhuha 1 (15.30
km) prior to kissing the Rwanda
Automobile Club (RAC)- organ-
ised event goodbye.

Following their Leg2 exit, the
Gatimus failed in their bid to be-
come the first mother-daughter
crew from Kenya to finish a rally
outside the country.

Provisional results

1.Samman  Vohra-KEN/Drew
Sturrock -GB (Skoda Fabia Ral-
1y2 evo) 1:48.59.1

2.Nikhil Sachania -KEN/Deep
Patel-KEN (Ford Fiesta Rally3)
2:03.39.7

3.Prince Charles Nyerere -TZ
(Mitsubishi Lancer) 2:16.36.7

Karan Patel retired after an off on Saturday’s SS3 speed test. .

4. Yasin Nasser-UG/Ali Ka-
tumba -UG (Ford Fiesta Rally2)
2:38.58.0

Past winners — Rwanda Goril-
la Mountain Rally

2012: ELEFTER MI-
TRAROS-RWA

2013: Giancarlo Davite-RWA

2014: Essa Mohammed -ZAM

2015: Jassi Chatthe-KEN

2016: Valery Bukera-BUR
2017: Manvvir Baryan-KEN
2018: Giancarlo Davite-RWA
2019: Jean Claude Gakwaya
-RWA

2020: NOT HELD

2021-Carl “Flash” Tundo-KEN
2022-23-24: Karan Patel -KEN
2025: Samman Vohra -KEN

Capital Sport
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*Newly crowned world record holder Beatrice Chebet says she drew inspiration from fellow Kenyan,

Faith Kipyegon, on her way to history at the Prefontaine Classic on Saturday night.

Efftect Of Faith: Chebet Salutes Kipyegon
For Inspiration To Break World Record
At Prefontaine Classic

Beatrice Chebet leads the women’s 5000m at the Prefontaine Classic. PHOTO/WANDA DIAMOND LEAGUE

Newly crowned world record
holder Beatrice Chebet says she
drew inspiration from fellow Ken-
yan, Faith Kipyegon, on her way
to history at the Prefontaine Clas-
sic on Saturday night.

Chebet says she believed in her
ability to smash the women’s
5000m, just like Kipyegon did at
the Paris Diamond League in June
2023.

“When I was coming here to Eu-
gene, | was coming to prepare to
run a world record,

and I said I have to try. I said if
Faith is trying, why not me? And
today, I’'m so happy because ['ve
achieved being the first woman
to run under 14. I’'m so happy
for myself,” the double Olympic
champion said.

The air in Eugene was always
permeated with the scent of a
world record, considering Cheb-
et’s peerless run in the Diamond
League thus far.

Her last race at the Rome Dia-
mond League on June 6 had yield-
ed a world lead of 14:03.69.

It was a result that fueled her
conviction that the world record
— then held by Ethiopian Gudaf
Tsegay — was within reach.
Indeed, she wrote her name in
athletics folklore, blazing to a
world record time of 13:58.06 at
the Prefontaine Classic on Satur-
day night — the first time a female
runner has clocked a sub-14 in the
12-and-a-half-lap race.

Another Kenyan, women’s 10km
world record holder Agnes Jebet,
finished second in a personal best
(PB) of 14:01.29 as immediate
former world record holder Tse-
gay clocked 14:00.21 in second
place.

Chebet admitted she came to the
cradle of American athletics with
one thing on her mind.

“I’'m so happy; after running in
Rome, I said I have to prepare for
a record, because in Rome I was
just running to win a race, but af-
ter running 14:03, I said that 'm
capable of running a world record.
So, let me go back home, and
then come to Eugene,” the world

5000m silver medalist said.

It is also the second consecutive
time that Chebet has left her mark
at Hayward Field, having clocked
a world record of 28:54.14 in the
women’s 10,000m at the same
competition in May last year.

Regardless of lightning striking
twice, Chebet credited her out-
standing performance to disci-
pline, hard work and a strong sup-
port system.

“Discipline and hard work, my
coach and my husband have been
there assisting me in everything
I’m doing in training and support-
ing me, and Faith (Kipyegon) has
been a close friend to me. Hay-
ward Field is good for me. This
isn’t my first time coming here, so
I can say that it’s a good track for
me,” she said.

Pleasantries notwithstanding, Ki-
pyegon and Chebet could clash at
the World Championships in To-
kyo in September this year.

Other than being a Diamond
League discipline, Saturday’s
race was also an opportunity for

Athletics Kenya (AK) to select
athletes to represent the country at
the global competition — as far as
the women’s 5000m is concerned.

Chebet is keeping her fingers
crossed that all works out accord-
ing to plan.

“I’'m happy to represent my coun-
try and I know when going to the
World Championship, we have
a strong field. We hope for good
health and good results there,” she
said.

A mouthwatering clash of the
world record holders — Kipy-
egon, Chebet and Jebet — in To-
kyo awaits.
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Rising Star in Diplomacy Yasmin El-Fakharany’s
Inspiring Journey

By: Anila Bukhari
O @themtkenyatimes

L ¢
Worth Noting:

. Yasmin’s diplo-
matic career is marked
by her participation in
major conferences led by
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan in Ankara and
national events attended
by President Abdel Fattah
El-Sisi in Cairo Stadium.
Her excellence in human
development training
has earned her recogni-
tion, and she continues
to inspire others with her

leadership skills.

. Beyond her diplo-
matic endeavors, Yasmin
is dedicated to community
service and humanitarian
work. She actively contrib-
uted to COVID-19 aware-

ness campaigns, which
were recognized by both
Turkish and Arab media.
As a member of the Egyp-
tian Youth Union, Resala
Charity Association, and
the Sustainable Develop-
ment Foundation, Yas-
min is passionate about
making a positive impact
in her community.

Yasmin El-Fakharany, a 22-year-
old Egyptian nurse, has made a sig-
nificant impact on the global stage,
earning recognition as one of the
Top Diplomatic Figures of 2024
in Turkey. As a proud member of
the “Mostagbal Watan” Party and
Egypt’s “Tahya Misr” Fund, Yasmin
has demonstrated her commitment
to public service and community de-
velopment.

A Leader in the Making

Yasmin’s diplomatic career is
marked by her participation in major
conferences led by President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan in Ankara and na-
tional events attended by President
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi in Cairo Sta-
dium. Her excellence in human de-
velopment training has earned her
recognition, and she continues to
inspire others with her leadership
skills.

Humanitarian Work and Com-
munity Service

Beyond her diplomatic endeavors,
Yasmin is dedicated to community
service and humanitarian work. She
actively contributed to COVID-19
awareness campaigns, which were
recognized by both Turkish and
Arab media. As a member of the
Egyptian Youth Union, Resala Char-
ity Association, and the Sustainable
Development Foundation, Yasmin is
passionate about making a positive
impact in her community.

A Strong Social Media Presence
With over 70,000 Instagram follow-
ers, Yasmin has built a strong social
media presence, using her platform
to promote community service and
humanitarian work. Her online influ-
ence has enabled her to reach a wid-
er audience and inspire others to get
involved in social causes.

Overcoming Adversity

Despite facing challenges, includ-
ing losing her father at a young
age, Yasmin has demonstrated quiet
strength and unwavering resilience.
She has navigated life’s obstacles
with determination and courage, in-
spiring others with her story.

Yasmin El-Fakharany

Conclusion

Yasmin El-Fakharany’s journey is a
testament to the power of dedication,
hard work, and passion. As a rising

star in diplomacy, she continues to
inspire others with her leadership
skills, commitment to community
service, and humanitarian work. Her

story serves as a reminder that with
determination and resilience, any-
thing is possible.
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