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The world of Indian entertainment is making room for a new
television reality show
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BIG BUZZ IN BOLLYWOOD:

REALITY SHOW SET TO WOW TV
VIEWERS IN INDIA AND DIASPORA

By: Shamlal Puri
Associate Publisher

& Senior Editor - UK
shamlalpurid@gmail.com

The world of Indian enter-
tainment is making room for
a new television reality show,
which is set to wow audiences
at home and abroad.

The show’s makers have up
their sleeves an exciting pack-
age of visual family entertain-
ment for their viewers to en-
joy after a hard day’s work.
Veteran Indian film and TV
serial maker Mahesh Poojary
is working on a reality show,
The Iconic, and teamed up
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Ms Corina Manuel, head of Times of India, was the
chief guest at the launch of the Reality Show.
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Ruto Secures Zelensky’s Help to Free
Kenyans Captured in Russia-Ukraine
War
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China’s moral high ground in trade:

Steadfast fairness amid shifting tide
America-China
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The Digital Voice Of A Generation
This is the generation that no longer
waits to be spoken for
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Africa’s Youth Rise With Vision For

Africa
My Home, My Future, During The

Second All Africa Youth Congress In

Africa

Producers Mahesh Poojary, Priyanka Dubbey (centre)
and lead actor Gautam Singh
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One of Zimbabwe’s Finest Schools Father Flower Group of Schools Makes
History During Harmonised Speech and Prize Giving Ceremony

One of Zimbabwe’s Private School
Father Flower Group of Schools
based in Kadoma recently hosted
a highly anticipated Harmonised
Speech and Prize Giving Ceremony
held at their Ngezi School grounds
in Kadoma, bringing together stu-
dents, parents and guardians from

various schools within the group.
The ceremony was a grand celebra-
tion of academic excellence, public
speaking prowess, and outstanding
achievements in extracurricular
activities and nearly five thousand
parents braved the scorching heat to
come and celebrate with one of the

respected schools in Zimbabwe.

With its rich cultural heritage and
commitment to educational excel-
lence, Zimbabwe’s education sector
continues to thrive, and events like
these showcase the talents and po-
tential of its young citizens. Father
Flower Group of Schools is a shining

example of this commitment, pro-
viding quality education and oppor-
tunities for its students to excel.

The ceremony, was a grand celebra-
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The Unique Features of Traditional Uzbek Music
and Dance Art

. The musical cul-
ture and dance art of the
Uzbek people have a long
and rich history. Over the
centuries, the professional
music created by musi-
cians and singers in folk
oral traditions, as well

as the dances performed
by talented dancers, have
testified to this heritage.

. First of all, it is
appropriate to talk about
the art of music, because
dance primarily emerges
on the basis of music. In
Uzbek music, one of the
most important forms

is maqom. Maqoms are
traditional musical struc-
tures that have developed
over centuries, each
possessing its own unique
melodic and rhythmic
composition. They are of-
ten performed to express
human emotions or to tell
a story.

Traditional ~music and
dance art are integral parts
of the cultural heritage of
the Uzbek people, reflecting
their cultural life, customs,
and emotions. Therefore,
highlighting the distinctive
features of Uzbek musical
art, explaining its rich cul-
tural heritage, and studying
its role in the modern world
are among the important
issues. This article provides
an analytical discussion
about the significance of
music, maqom perfor-
mance, singing traditions,
and the unique characteris-
tics of dance art.

Keywords: culture and art,
musical art, national sing-
ing, maqom, melody, vocal,
creativity, renaissance, per-
formance, musical styles.
The musical culture and
dance art of the Uzbek peo-
ple have a long and rich his-
tory. Over the centuries, the
professional music created
by musicians and singers in
folk oral traditions, as well
as the dances performed by
talented dancers, have testi-
fied to this heritage.

First of all, it is appropriate
to talk about the art of mu-
sic, because dance primarily
emerges on the basis of mu-
sic. In Uzbek music, one of
the most important forms
is maqom. Maqoms are tra-
ditional musical structures
that have developed over
centuries, each possessing
its own unique melodic
and rhythmic composition.
They are often performed to
express human emotions or
to tell a story.

Over the years, great ef-
forts have been made in our
country to study and devel-
op maqom art. In particular,
the revival and recording of
the Uzbek “Shashmaqom),
which emerged in the 16th
century in Bukhara and
Samarkand, became a sig-
nificant cultural treasure
for musical art. Many re-
nowned artists and singers
have played an invaluable
role in introducing this mu-
sic to the world.

Reach Editorial Team on:
diasporaglobalnews@yahoo.com / diasporaglobalnews@gmail.com

x
wn
o

=)

e
S

~—

E

s

Among them, the People’s
Artist of Uzbekistan and
classical-folkloric composer
Turg‘un Almatov immortal-
ized such masterpieces as
“Segoh,” “Chorgoh,” “Buz-
ruk;” “Navo,” and “Tanovar”
These compositions and
their performers are consid-
ered inseparable jewels of
Uzbek musical art and will
continue to hold an honor-
able place in the future.

Like other nations, the
Uzbek people have also
made their mark in histo-
ry through their dances. In
Uzbek dance art, there are
traditional dances such as
“Lazgi,” “Yalla,” and “Rags,’
each having its own distinc-
tive character and meaning.
The movements in these
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The Unique Features of Traditional Uzbek Music and Dance Art

dances are expressive and
symbolic. Dancers convey
emotions through hand
gestures, body movements,
and step patterns that align
with the rhythm of the mu-
sic.

Dance plays an important
role in Uzbek cultural and
social events. It unites peo-
ple and helps preserve cul-
tural traditions.

During the years of inde-
pendence, many talented
artists  have  contribut-
ed to the development of
dance art. Among them are
Tamaraxonim, Mukarra-
ma Turg‘unboyeva, Gavhar
Rahimova, Roziya Karimo-
va, Qunduz Mirkarimova,
Karim Rahimov, Qodir
Mo'minov, Mamura Erga-

sheva, Yulduz Ismashova,
Shokir Ahmedov, Gavhar
Matyoqubova, Rushana
Sultonova, Dilafroz Jab-
borova, Qizlarxon Do'st-
muhamedova, and Malika
Ahmedova.

In conclusion, tradition-
al Uzbek music and dance
art are vital means of ex-
pressing the nations cul-
tural heritage, customs, and
emotions. They are not only
forms of art but also play a
significant role in social life.
These art forms must be
passed down from genera-
tion to generation, as they
are essential in preserving

Uzbekistans rich culture
and history.
Rahmataliyeva ~ Aidaxon

Umidjon qizi was born on

July 10, 2003, in Pop Dis-
trict, Namangan Region.
She graduated from Sec-
ondary School No. 32 in her
district and later completed
her studies at the Faculty
of Philology of Namangan
State University.

Aida has actively participat-
ed in events organized by
the Youth Affairs Agency
and in “Zakovat” intellec-
tual competitions, earn-
ing several certificates of
achievement.

Her goal is to demonstrate
her knowledge on the inter-
national stage and become
a true professional in her
field.
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Survey Reveals Digital Public Infrastructure Could
Unlock Africa’s Next Generation of Entrepreneurs
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Secure digital payment and

Worth
Noting:

. Co-Develop’s Chief
Executive Officer CV Mad-
hukar said the results rein-
force the central role of trust
in building inclusive digital
ecosystems.

. “These survey
findings reveal what we have
long believed: trust is the
foundation on which every-
thing else builds,” he said.
“When 82% say they will
share data if they under-
stand what is being shared
and why, they are setting the
terms — transparency, agen-
cy, and proven safeguards.

. Countries are mak-
ing critical infrastructure
decisions right now that will
shape digital participation
for decades. The question
isn’t whether to build digital
systems, but how to build
them as foundational public
infrastructure that works for
everyone.”

identification systems could
be the key to unlocking Af-
rica’s next wave of entrepre-
neurs and traders, according
to new survey findings re-
leased by Co-Develop ahead
of the Global DPI Summit
2025.

The survey, conducted on-
line by Ipsos across six Af-
rican markets — Ethiopia,
Kenya, Nigeria, South Afri-
ca, Tanzania and Uganda —
explored how citizens per-
ceive and experience digital
public infrastructure (DPI)
and its potential to fuel busi-
ness growth, trade, and job
creation.

Co-Develops Chief Execu-
tive Officer CV Madhukar
said the results reinforce the
central role of trust in build-
ing inclusive digital ecosys-
tems.

“These survey findings re-
veal what we have long be-
lieved: trust is the founda-
tion on which everything
else builds,” he said. “When
82% say they will share data
if they understand what is
being shared and why, they
are setting the terms —
transparency, agency, and
proven safeguards.
Countries are making criti-
cal infrastructure decisions
right now that will shape
digital participation for de-
cades. The question isn’t
whether to build digital
systems, but how to build
them as foundational public
infrastructure that works for
everyone.”

Key Findings

1. Digital systems could spur
entrepreneurship

Over four in ten respon-

DIGITAL PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE
COULD EMPOWER AFRICAN ENTREPRENEURS

dents (42%) said the abil-
ity to accept secure digital
payments would encourage
them to start or expand a
business, while one in three
(33%) cited digital identity
verification of buyers and
sellers as a key motivator.
These ranked just behind
better business knowledge
(45%) and improved under-
standing of market demand
(44%) among 19 potential
factors for entrepreneurship.
2. DPI could connect mar-
kets and drive trade

More than half of current
and aspiring business own-
ers (55%) said easy-to-use
digital payment systems

would help them buy or sell
beyond their local areas. A
further 48% said stronger
fraud protection through
digital verification would
encourage  cross-regional
trading. The ability to trade
via social media platforms
also emerged as a major
driver, selected by 55% of
respondents.

3. DPI could expand access
to jobs

A striking 82% of those sur-
veyed agreed that digital ser-
vices and platforms can help
people like them find new or
better jobs — highlighting
the potential of digital tools
to open income and em-

ployment opportunities.

4. Trust and data protection
remain crucial

While respondents  ex-
pressed strong willingness
to share data, 82% said they
would only do so if they
understood what was being
shared and why. The factors
that would make them more
comfortable are central
to a DPI-based approach:
protection from fraud and
scams (67%), control over
personal data (61%), and
clear, transparent rules on
its use (60%).

Africa’s Digital Future
The findings suggest that as

African countries continue
to expand their digital sys-
tems, DPI could serve as a
catalyst for inclusive growth
— lowering barriers to en-
try, empowering micro-en-
trepreneurs, and building
trust in digital economies.
Madhukar  added  that
Co-Develops work is fo-
cused on ensuring African
priorities remain central in
this digital transition.
“People are ready;, he said.
“Now we must prove we can
deliver infrastructure that
lives up to their trust”
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The Raila Effect: How One Man Shaped

Kenya’s Political Soul

Raila Odinga’s legacy is a masterclass in political courage, resilience, and the pursuit of justice. His jour-
ney, spanning over four decades, is not merely a chronicle of elections and titles—it is a testament to the
power of conviction and the enduring spirit of reform.

By Mwangi Karanja
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. Raila’s role in Ken-
ya’s constitutional transfor-
mation cannot be overstat-
ed. He was a central figure
in the push for the 2010
Constitution, a document
that redefined governance,
devolution, and civil liber-
ties. His advocacy for a new
constitutional order was not
driven by personal gain but
by a vision of a Kenya where
power is decentralized and
rights are protected. This
commitment to structural
change is a lesson in long-
term thinking—an antidote
to the short-termism that
often plagues political lead-
ership.

. Another defining
feature of Raila’s legacy is
his capacity for reconcilia-
tion. After the disputed 2007
election and the violence
that followed, Raila agreed
to a power-sharing deal with
President Mwai Kibaki,
becoming Prime Minister in
a coalition government. It
was a moment that demand-
ed humility and foresight.
Rather than escalate ten-
sions, Raila chose peace,
prioritizing national stabil-
ity over personal ambition.
This act of statesmanship
teaches that leadership is
not just about winning—it is
about healing, about know-
ing when to step back so a
nation can move forward.

Raila Odinga’s legacy is a
masterclass in political cour-
age, resilience, and the pur-
suit of justice. His journey,
spanning over four decades,
is not merely a chronicle of
elections and titles—it is a
testament to the power of
conviction and the enduring
spirit of reform. As Kenya
reflects on his life following
his passing in October 2025,
the lessons embedded in his
legacy offer a blueprint for
leadership, civic engage-
ment, and national unity.
Born in Maseno in 1945,
Raila Odingas early life
was shaped by the political
prominence of his father,
Jaramogi Oginga Odinga,
Kenya’s first Vice President.
Yet Raila carved his own
path, one marked by defi-
ance against authoritarian-
ism and a relentless push for
democratic reforms. His im-
prisonment in the 1980s for
alleged involvement in the
1982 coup attempt did not
break his resolve—it galva-
nized it. Raila emerged from
detention not as a defeated
man, but as a symbol of re-
sistance, ready to challenge
the status quo and demand a
more inclusive Kenya.

One of the most profound
lessons from Railas legacy
is the value of political cour-
age. In 1994, he resigned
from Parliament while serv-
ing under Ford-Kenya, only
to seek re-election under the
National Development Par-
ty (NDP). This move, rare
and risky, demonstrated his
willingness to act on princi-
ple rather than convenience.
He won back his Langata
seat in 1996, proving that
conviction, when rooted in
public trust, can triumph
over political orthodoxy.
Kenya’s leaders today must
learn that boldness is not
about rhetoric—it is about
action, especially when the
stakes are high and the path
uncertain.

Raila’s role in Kenya’s consti-
tutional transformation can-
not be overstated. He was a
central figure in the push
for the 2010 Constitution,
a document that redefined
governance, devolution, and
civil liberties. His advocacy
for a new constitutional or-
der was not driven by per-
sonal gain but by a vision
of a Kenya where power is
decentralized and rights are
protected. This commitment
to structural change is a les-
son in long-term thinking—

Kenya’s former Prime Minister Raila Odinga died in October 2025 in India.

an antidote to the short-ter-
mism that often plagues
political leadership.
Another defining feature of
Raila’s legacy is his capaci-
ty for reconciliation. After
the disputed 2007 election
and the violence that fol-
lowed, Raila agreed to a
power-sharing deal with
President Mwai Kibaki,
becoming Prime Minister
in a coalition government.
It was a moment that de-
manded humility and fore-
sight. Rather than escalate
tensions, Raila chose peace,
prioritizing national stabil-
ity over personal ambition.
This act of statesmanship
teaches that leadership is
not just about winning—it is
about healing, about know-
ing when to step back so a
nation can move forward.
Railas  influence extend-
ed beyond politics into the
realm of social justice. He
championed the rights of
marginalized communities,
advocated for gender equali-
ty, and supported youth em-
powerment. His campaigns
often included visits to re-
mote regions, engaging with
citizens whose voices were
rarely heard in Nairobi. For
many, especially in counties

like Garissa and Turkana,
Raila was the first national
leader to acknowledge their
struggles and promise inclu-
sion. His legacy reminds us
that true leadership listens,
learns, and lifts.

Despite never clinching the
presidency, Raila’s impact is
arguably greater than many
who held the office. He re-
defined opposition politics,
transforming it from a re-
active posture to a proactive
force for accountability. His
ability to mobilize millions,
articulate alternative visions,
and hold governments to
account made him a corner-
stone of Kenya’s democratic
architecture. The lesson here
is that power is not con-
fined to office—it resides in
influence, in the ability to
shape discourse and inspire
change.

Raila’s legacy also challenges
the notion of political inher-
itance. As Prof. Makau Mu-
tua aptly put it, “No one—
and I mean nobody—can
or will inherit Raila Odin-
ga” His stature was built
through decades of sacrifice,
not handed down through
party structures or family
ties. Those who aspire to his
level of influence must be

prepared to walk the long
road, to endure setbacks,
and to remain steadfast in
their principles. Kenya’s po-
litical future must be earned,
not inherited.

In his final years, Raila
continued to advocate for
Pan-Africanism and region-
al integration. He served
as the African Union High
Representative for Infra-
structure Development,
pushing for connectivity
and economic cooperation
across borders. His vision
extended beyond Ken-
ya, embracing a continent
united by shared goals and
mutual respect. This conti-
nental outlook teaches that
patriotism and globalism
are not mutually exclusive—
they can coexist, enriching
both national and regional
progress.

President William Ruto’s
decision to posthumous-
ly award Raila the Chief of
the Golden Heart of Ken-
ya (CGH) during the 2025
Mashujaa Day celebrations
was a fitting tribute. It sig-
naled national recognition
of a man whose contribu-
tions transcended political
rivalry. It also underscored
the importance of hon-

oring those who dedicate
their lives to public service,
regardless of electoral out-
comes. Raila’s name now
sits among Kenya’s greatest
heroes, inscribed under the
public seal of the Republic.
As Kenya looks ahead, the
challenge is to translate Rai-
las legacy into actionable
lessons.  Political ~ parties
must prioritize ideology
over personality, institutions
must uphold integrity, and
citizens must remain vigi-
lant and engaged. The youth,
in particular, must draw in-
spiration from Raila’s jour-
ney—not to mimic it, but to
forge their own paths with
the same spirit of resilience
and purpose.

Raila Odinga’s story is not
just history—it is a mirror. It
reflects our aspirations, our
struggles, and our potential.
It teaches that democracy is
a journey, not a destination;
that justice requires per-
sistence; and that leadership
is measured not by titles, but
by impact. In remembering
Raila, Kenya must recommit
to the ideals he stood for:
equity, unity, and the un-
wavering belief that a better
future is always worth fight-
ing for.
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Guarding The Self Against Dangers Of Bad Company

By: Anthony Savio Herminio da
Piedade Fernandes
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Noting:

. The emotional
consequences of bad
company are equally
damaging. Living among
people who constantly
criticize, complain, or
indulge in conflict leads
to mental and emotional
exhaustion. Negativity
spreads like smoke—it
clouds one’s thoughts and
poisons one’s outlook on
life.

. A pessimistic
environment breeds hope-
lessness and fear, making
it difficult to stay positive
or motivated. Envious and
manipulative individuals

often attack the confi-

dence of those around
them, feeding on others’
insecurities.

. Over time, this
erodes self-worth and
independence. Instead of
feeling valued and sup-
ported, one begins to feel
small, inadequate, and
uncertain. The constant
drama and instability

in negative circles keep

a person emotionally
restless and unable to
focus. Without encour-
agement or inspiration,
enthusiasm withers and
stagnation sets in. The fire
that once fueled personal
or professional ambition
fades, replaced by a dull
sense of dissatisfaction.

Human beings are deeply
social by nature. The com-
pany we keep shapes our
thoughts, influences our
decisions, and defines the
course of our lives. While
good company uplifts, bad
company quietly corrodes
the mind and character.
Many people underestimate
how easily negative influ-
ences can change them, but
history and experience show
that continuous exposure
to immoral, unmotivated,
or destructive individuals
can lead even the strongest
person astray. Avoiding bad
company is not about isola-
tion or pride; it is about pre-
serving integrity, peace, and
direction in life.

At the heart of moral decay
lies the influence of one’s
companions. When sur-
rounded by unethical or
lazy individuals, one un-
consciously begins to imi-
tate their habits. Deceit, ar-
rogance, gossip, and greed
spread  silently through
imitation and normaliza-
tion. Over time, the clear
boundary between right and
wrong blurs; actions once
recognized as unacceptable
start to feel ordinary. This
gradual moral corrosion
can destroy a person’s values
and make wrongdoing seem
harmless. Furthermore,
constant exposure to a pol-
luted moral environment
weakens spiritual strength.
Faith, compassion, and re-
flection are replaced by cyn-
icism and indifference. The
conscience—our inner voice
of right and wrong—begins
to feel heavy with guilt, cre-
ating deep inner turmoil. A
person caught in such sur-
roundings loses moral clar-
ity and peace of mind.

The emotional consequenc-
es of bad company are equal-
ly damaging. Living among
people who constantly criti-
cize, complain, or indulge in
conflict leads to mental and
emotional exhaustion. Neg-
ativity spreads like smoke—
it clouds one’s thoughts and
poisons one’s outlook on life.
A pessimistic environment
breeds hopelessness and
fear, making it difficult to
stay positive or motivated.
Envious and manipulative
individuals often attack the
confidence of those around
them, feeding on others
insecurities. Over time,
this erodes self-worth and
independence. Instead of
feeling valued and support-
ed, one begins to feel small,
inadequate, and uncertain.
The constant drama and in-
stability in negative circles
keep a person emotionally
restless and unable to focus.
Without encouragement

Dangers of

keeping bd

or inspiration, enthusiasm
withers and stagnation sets
in. The fire that once fueled
personal or professional am-
bition fades, replaced by a
dull sense of dissatisfaction.
Socially, bad company
damages reputation and
relationships. Society judg-
es individuals not only by
their actions but also by the
company they keep. Even if
a person remains innocent,
being associated with people
known for immoral or irre-
sponsible behavior creates
suspicion. Once a reputa-
tion is damaged, rebuilding
it becomes a long and pain-
ful process. Moreover, the
effects reach into personal
life. Family members and
genuine friends often with-
draw when they sense that
someone is being influenced
by the wrong crowd. This
distance, though painful,
usually arises from concern
and disappointment. Over
time, such alienation isolates
the person within the very
group that causes the harm.
In addition, association with
questionable circles leads to
a loss of respect. People of
integrity, mentors, and po-
tential allies avoid close ties
with those connected to bad
influences, cutting off valu-
able networks of support.
Once trust is broken, even
sincere efforts are viewed
with doubt. A person who
allows bad company to
shape their social image
risks losing not only trust
but also opportunities for
collaboration, growth, and
belonging.

The professional and per-
sonal  consequences  of
bad associations can be
long-lasting.  Friends or
peers who lack focus easily
distract others from their
goals. They replace ambition
with temporary pleasures
and purpose with procras-
tination. In such circles,

shortcuts and dishonesty
often take the place of dis-
cipline and hard work. The
result is predictable—de-
clining academic perfor-
mance, poor work ethic,
and a loss of self-discipline.
When irresponsibility is cel-
ebrated, self-control and dil-
igence are ridiculed, leading
to a collapse of motivation.
Time, which is life’s most
valuable asset, is wasted in
idle conversations, gossip,
and unproductive enter-
tainment. What seems like
harmless leisure soon be-
comes a habit of avoidance
and delay. Over time, these
patterns create instability in
the future. When principles
weaken and consistency
disappears,  opportunities
dry up. Careers falter, rela-
tionships fail, and financial
security vanishes. What be-
gins as a few bad friendships
often ends as a life filled with
broken promises and lost di-
rection.

The risks of bad company
extend beyond moral and
emotional harm—they can
also lead to tangible, some-
times irreversible conse-
quences. Exposure to risky
behavior is one of the most
dangerous effects. A sin-
gle compromise—trying a
harmful substance, joining
an illegal act, or following
reckless advice—can spiral
into criminal or destructive
outcomes. Law enforcement
and society rarely differen-
tiate between active partic-
ipants and associates; mere
presence during wrongdo-
ing can bring severe conse-
quences. Moreover, finan-
cial losses often accompany
such relationships. Greedy
or manipulative individuals
exploit the generosity and
trust of others, borrowing
money without repayment
or involving them in deceit-
ful ventures. The financial
instability that follows can
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take years to recover from.
Health, too, suffers under
negative influence. Stress,
anxiety, addiction, and ir-
regular lifestyles often de-
velop when one lives amid
toxic environments. Late
nights, substance abuse,
and lack of self-care become
habits that drain vitality and
peace. As physical health
declines, mental clarity and
emotional balance weaken
further, trapping the person
in a destructive cycle. The
combined weight of moral
failure, social isolation, and
poor health eventually gives
rise to deep regret. Many re-
alize too late that years have
been wasted in the wrong
company—years that could
have been spent growing,
learning, and contributing
meaningfully. This realiza-
tion brings sorrow that no
success can erase.

Regret is the final stage of a
long chain of poor associ-
ations. It comes when one
sees how easily small com-
promises turned into great
losses. Bad company often
enters life quietly—in the
form of amusement, rebel-
lion, or friendship—but its
effects multiply over time.
The loss of trust, respect,
health, and peace accumu-
lates until the person feels
trapped in a life they never
intended to live. Yet, this
outcome is avoidable. The
solution lies in awareness
and courage: awareness of
how deeply others influence
us, and courage to step away
when their presence harms
our well-being.

Choosing the right compa-
ny is an act of self-respect.
Good friends challenge us
to improve; they tell us the
truth, encourage discipline,
and celebrate our growth.
They uplift our spirits rath-
er than drain them. Sur-
rounding ourselves with
wise, kind, and motivated

individuals strengthens both
character and destiny. Con-
versely, choosing bad com-
pany out of fear of loneliness
or desire for approval is a
dangerous trade. It may pro-
vide temporary acceptance
but ultimately costs one’s
peace and potential.

Life offers countless op-
portunities to meet people,
but not all of them deserve
a place in our inner circle.
Each person who enters
our lives either adds to our
growth or subtracts from
it. That is why every as-
sociation must be chosen
with care. Moral strength,
emotional  stability, and
professional success all de-
pend on the quality of our
relationships. Avoiding bad
company is not about arro-
gance or separation—it is
about maintaining clarity of
purpose. It is a decision to
value peace over popularity,
integrity over influence, and
long-term well-being over
short-term pleasure.

The dangers of bad company
extend to every dimension
of human life—moral, emo-
tional, social, professional,
financial, and even physi-
cal. Continuous exposure
to negative people weakens
conscience, breeds negativ-
ity, destroys relationships,
and leads to failure or regret.
On the other hand, positive
company inspires learning,
strengthens character, and
helps one rise above chal-
lenges. The wisdom of every
culture and religion echoes
this truth: “Associate with
the wise and you shall be-
come wise; walk with fools
and you will suffer harm”
To guard one’s company is
to guard one’s future. In a
world filled with distrac-
tions and temptations, the
simplest yet most powerful
choice we can make is to
walk with those who make
us better.
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Contd from Page 1

Noting:

. Veteran Indian
film and TV serial maker
Mahesh Poojary is work-
ing on a reality show, The
Iconic, and teamed up
with Priyanka Dubbey.

. As a well-known

figure in the film industry,
Mr Poojary has worked on

various television shows,

web series, ads, and songs.

. His work com-
mands considerable re-
spect from the fraternity
in the film industry.

. Mr Poojary is
always bubbling with new
ideas and plans to make
some Bollywood films in
the future as well.

. The reality show’s
team has held numerous
brainstorming sessions
over the past few months

to prepare an exciting for-

mat and package, prom-
ising to deliver top-notch
programming quality.

. Their team is
bubbling with ideas and
raring to share them with
their audiences.

with Priyanka Dubbey.

As a well-known figure in
the film industry, Mr Poo-
jary has worked on various
television shows, web series,
ads, and songs.

His work commands con-
siderable respect from the
fraternity in the film indus-
try.

Mr Poojary is always bub-
bling with new ideas and
plans to make some Bolly-
wood films in the future as
well.

The reality show’s team has
held numerous brainstorm-
ing sessions over the past
few months to prepare an
exciting format and pack-
age, promising to deliver
top-notch programming
quality.

Their team is bubbling with
ideas and raring to share
them with their audiences.
The news is creating a buzz
in the multi-million-dollar
Indian TV entertainment
market.

Many observers are con-
vinced that Mr Poojary
and his team will present a
unique format.

The show promises to reach
parts that other reality
shows have yet to reach in
entertainment value.

Its makers are set to create
history with an exciting, if
not unique, way of keeping
viewers glued to their seats.
Season one of this reality
show is all set to be filmed
in Mumbai amidst high ex-
pectations from the viewing
public throughout India and
in the Indian diaspora com-
munities globally.

This show, ICONIC SEA-
SON -1, features 40 contes-
tants, well-known television
faces who will judge the
contestants in every episode.
The first season consists of
six episodes, which will be
released on OTT platforms
in January. Shooting for the
shows is planned in the next
few weeks, with busy sched-
ules.

All the teams are fully in-
volved in the making of
these programmes.

The show promises to bring
a lot of excitement to a
country where eager view-
ers watch it on their home
screens.

The producers have an-
nounced that fans can ex-
pect the show to premiere
early next year.

The show is powered by
Phoenix Market City, Pune,
and sponsored by VLCC,
NIF Global, and numerous
other prominent brands.
Some of the renowned ac-
tors participating in the

show as judges in each epi-
sode include Ankit Gupta,
Gautam Singh Vig, Saba
Khan, and Mohit Parmar,
among others.

There was a lot of excitement
at the recent inauguration
of Iconic Season 1 with a
star-studded party at Phoe-
nix Mall of Asia in Pune.
Some of the notable guests
who inaugurated the show
included Corina Manuel,
Head of The Times of India;
Mr Atul Ruia, Chairman
and CEO of Phoenix Mall of
Asia, representing the pres-
tigious mall; and Gautam
Singh Vig, an actor and a
popular face on Indian Tele-
vision.

Among other guests were
VLCC entrepreneur and
owner, Vandana Luthra,
representing the brand, and
NIF Global Director (Own-
er) Shital Thakkar, one of
the show’s sponsors.

A spokesman said, “Many
more celebrities and indus-
try professionals graced the
occasion.

“The show marks the begin-
ning of an exciting journey
for the contestants, with
Mahesh Poojary, the veteran
in the film industry, who is
producing the show along
with Priyanka Dubbey”

The show promises to be an
exciting competition, and
fans are eagerly awaiting its
release, the spokesman add-
ed.

India is an old hand at mak-

Contd Page 11

Ms Corina Manuel, head of Times of India, was the chief guest at the launch of the Reality Show.

Cast with lead actor Gautam Singh and producers Mahesh Poojary and Priyanka Dubbey at the launch party of the show.
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Worth
Noting:

. Many observers
are convinced that Mr
Poojary and his team will
present a unique format.
. The show promises
to reach parts that other
reality shows have yet to
reach in entertainment
value.

. Its makers are set
to create history with an
exciting, if not unique,
way of keeping viewers
glued to their seats.

. Season one of

this reality show is all set
to be filmed in Mumbai
amidst high expectations
from the viewing public
throughout India and in
the Indian diaspora com-
munities globally.

. This show, ICON-
IC SEASON -1, features
40 contestants, well-
known television faces
who will judge the contes-
tants in every episode.

. The first season
consists of six episodes,
which will be released on
OTT platforms in Jan-
uary. Shooting for the
shows is planned in the
next few weeks, with busy
schedules.

ing reality shows,

The multi-million-dollar In-
dian entertainment industry
is never without excitement.
Reality television shows are
making a significant mark,
capturing the attention of
discerning audiences who
remain glued to their favou-
rite programme, holding
them spellbound for weeks
at a stretch.

Kaun Banega Crorepati, a
popular game show based
on “Who Wants to Be a Mil-
lionaire?” hosted by the vet-
eran Bollywood superstar
Amitabh Bachchan, contin-
ues to make waves.

It offers a mixed bag of ver-
bal entertainment, excellent
knowledge, mystery, and
sending contestants’ hearts
pumping as clocks tick in
the excitement and anticipa-
tion of taking home a finan-
cial bounty/prize.

Many people share their
dreams about how they
would spend their prize
money.

Audiences have seen elated
winners taking home win-
nings which have, on rare
occasions, reached one mil-
lion Indian Rupees.

Reality shows can build high
hopes among contestants
who have seen their dreams
dashed and go home with-
out winning.

Many contestants swoon
at the sight of Amitabh
Bhachan, their favourite
superstar and film hero,
perched on his seat right in
front of them!

While not all shows are
about taking cash winnings
home, the Hindi version of
Who Wants to Be a Million-

aire is an exception; most
reality shows are primarily

about entertainment and
keeping viewers engaged
and sending them into a tiz-
zy.

Popular reality TV shows
in India include Bigg Boss,
a long-running Hindi-lan-
guage show on Colors TV
that has spanned 19 seasons
and over 1,970 episodes.

It is a highly anticipated
show that combines dra-
ma and social experiments,
hosted by Salman Khan,
the renowned film hero of
numerous movies, who has
been at the helm for many
years.

Previous hosts included ac-
tors Arshad Warsi, Amitabh
Bhachan, Sanjay Dutt, Farah
Khan and Shilpa Shetty.
This show is based on the
Dutch format of Big Broth-
er developed by Endemol.
It premiered on November
2, 2006, and has continued
since then.

Other popular shows are
Khatron Ke Khiladi (adapt-
ed from Fear Factor), Mas-
terChef India, and Shark
Tank India, which have in-
spired a wave of new entre-
preneurs.

Mr Poojary and his team’s
offering, The Iconic, adds
yet another feather to the re-
ality TV shows industry.
There are high hopes that,
following the anticipated
success of Season One, plans
for Season Two of this real-
ity show could also soon be
on the drawing board.

The audiences hold the
trump card. As a matter of
record, most reality shows
are a runaway success, as
seen with Big Boss and Kaun
Banega Crorepati.

Watch this space!

The show’s Line Producer, Bipul Ji (in white shirt), and other
team members at the launch event. Bipul Ji is also the Line
producer of another TV reality show, Sacred Games.

Platl o the

MILLENNIUM

@

Cinexis Cinematic
The Iconic  *

Cinexis Cinematic
The Iconic
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MILLENNIUM

Meet the media... Producer Mahesh Poojary, flanked by co-producer Priyanka Dubbey, explains
the show’s content to a reporter.

The people behind the show with chief guest Corina Manuel, head of Times of India Group and
other guests.
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Russia-Ukraine War

Ruto Secures Zelensky’s Help to Free Kenyans
Captured in Russia-Ukraine War

In a dramatic turn of international diplomacy, President William Ruto has successfully enlisted the sup-
port of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in a bid to secure the release of Kenyan nationals re-

portedly detained in Ukraine amid the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict.

By: Mwangi Karanja
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. President Ruto’s
intervention is being hailed
as a bold and compassionate
move, reflecting his admin-
istration’s prioritization of
citizen welfare regardless of
geographical boundaries. In
his statement following the
call, Ruto emphasized the
importance of safeguarding
Kenyan lives and reaffirmed
his commitment to ensur-
ing that no Kenyan is left
behind in times of crisis. He
also pledged to work closely
with international partners
to dismantle the networks
responsible for the illegal
recruitment of Kenyans into
foreign conflicts.

. Zelensky’s willing-
ness to cooperate is seen

as a gesture of goodwill

and a recognition of Ken-
ya’s diplomatic overtures.
The Ukrainian leader, who
has been at the forefront

of rallying global support
against Russian aggression,
acknowledged the complexi-
ties surrounding foreign na-
tionals caught in the cross-
fire. His agreement to assist
in the release of detained
Kenyans signals a broad-

er understanding of the
humanitarian dimensions
of the war and the need for
collaborative solutions.

In a dramatic turn of inter-
national diplomacy, Pres-
ident William Ruto has
successfully enlisted the
support of Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky in
a bid to secure the release of
Kenyan nationals reportedly
detained in Ukraine amid
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
conflict. This development
marks a significant mile-
stone in Kenya’s foreign pol-
icy, showcasing the coun-
try’s growing assertiveness
on the global stage and its
commitment to protecting
its citizens abroad.

The revelation came after a
high-level phone conversa-
tion between the two lead-
ers, during which President
Ruto expressed deep con-
cern over the fate of young
Kenyans who had been al-
legedly  recruited—some
under false pretenses—to
fight in the war. According
to Ruto, Zelensky respond-
ed positively to his appeal,
agreeing to facilitate the
release of any Kenyan cur-
rently held in Ukrainian
custody. ‘This diplomatic
breakthrough not only un-
derscores the strength of
Kenyas international re-
lations but also highlights
the human cost of global
conflicts that often ensnare
unsuspecting foreign na-
tionals.

While the exact number
of Kenyans detained re-
mains unclear, the issue
has sparked widespread de-
bate and concern across the
country. Families of those
missing have been left in
anguish, grappling with the
uncertainty of their loved
ones  whereabouts and
safety. Reports suggest that
some young Kenyans may
have been lured by promises
of lucrative jobs or educa-
tional opportunities, only to
find themselves conscripted
into military roles within
Russian forces. The murky
recruitment networks op-
erating across borders have
raised alarms, prompting
calls for tighter regulation
and public awareness cam-
paigns to prevent further
exploitation.

President Rutos interven-
tion is being hailed as a bold
and compassionate move,
reflecting his administra-
tion’s prioritization of cit-
izen welfare regardless of
geographical boundaries. In
his statement following the
call, Ruto emphasized the

importance of safeguarding
Kenyan lives and reaffirmed
his commitment to ensur-
ing that no Kenyan is left
behind in times of crisis. He
also pledged to work closely
with international partners
to dismantle the networks
responsible for the illegal
recruitment of Kenyans into
foreign conflicts.

Zelensky’s willingness to co-
operate is seen as a gesture
of goodwill and a recogni-
tion of Kenyas diplomatic
overtures. The Ukrainian
leader, who has been at the
forefront of rallying global
support against Russian ag-
gression, acknowledged the
complexities  surrounding
foreign nationals caught in
the crossfire. His agreement
to assist in the release of
detained Kenyans signals a
broader understanding of
the humanitarian dimen-
sions of the war and the
need for collaborative solu-
tions.

This development comes at a
time when Kenya is increas-
ingly positioning itself as a
key player in global peace
and security dialogues. Ru-
to's administration has been
vocal on issues ranging from
climate change to regional
stability, and this latest move
adds another layer to Ken-
yas evolving international
identity. By engaging direct-
ly with Zelensky, Ruto has
demonstrated that African

President William Ruto

nations can and should
assert their interests on the
world stage, especially when
the lives of their citizens are
at stake.

The plight of Kenyans in
Ukraine also sheds light on
the broader issue of youth
vulnerability in the face
of economic hardship and
limited opportunities. With
unemployment rates re-
maining stubbornly high,
many young people are sus-
ceptible to offers that prom-
ise a better life abroad. The
government’s response to
this crisis must therefore go
beyond diplomatic efforts
and address the root causes
that drive young Kenyans to
seek risky ventures overseas.
Investment in education,
job creation, and youth em-
powerment will be crucial
in curbing the allure of such
dangerous paths.

Civil society organizations
have welcomed Ruto’s initia-
tive, urging the government
to follow through with con-
crete actions that ensure the
safe return of the affected
individuals. Human rights
advocates have also called
for accountability, demand-
ing that those responsible
for the illegal recruitment
be brought to justice. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
has been tasked with coor-
dinating efforts to identify
the detained Kenyans and
facilitate their repatriation,

working in tandem with
Ukrainian authorities and
international humanitarian
agencies.

As the situation unfolds,
the Kenyan public remains
hopeful that the diplomatic
engagement will yield tan-
gible results. The story of
Kenyans caught in the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war serves as
a sobering reminder of the
far-reaching consequences
of global conflicts and the
importance of proactive
leadership. Rutos outreach
to Zelensky is not just a res-
cue mission—it is a state-
ment of Kenya’s resolve to
protect its people and up-
hold the dignity of its citi-
zens wherever they may be.
In the coming weeks, atten-
tion will turn to the imple-
mentation of the agreement
and the logistical challenges
involved in securing the re-
lease and safe return of the
detainees. The government
will need to navigate com-
plex legal and bureaucratic
processes, ensure the pro-
vision of medical and psy-
chological support for the
returnees, and engage in
public education to prevent
future incidents. Transpar-
ency and accountability will
be key in maintaining public
trust and demonstrating the
effectiveness of Kenya’s dip-
lomatic machinery.

This episode also offers an
opportunity for introspec-

tion and reform.

The government must
strengthen its oversight of
overseas recruitment agen-
cies, enhance border con-
trol mechanisms, and col-
laborate with international
partners to monitor and dis-
mantle trafficking networks.
Public awareness campaigns
targeting vulnerable youth
populations should be in-
tensified, leveraging media,
schools, and community
organizations to spread the
message of caution and in-
formed decision-making.
Ultimately, the success of
Ruto’s diplomatic appeal to
Zelensky will be measured
not just by the number of
Kenyans released, but by the
long-term impact on policy,
public consciousness, and
international cooperation.
It is a moment that calls for
unity, vigilance, and a re-
newed commitment to the
values of human dignity
and national solidarity. As
Kenya awaits the return of
its sons and daughters from
the shadows of war, the na-
tion stands reminded of the
power of leadership, the im-
portance of diplomacy, and
the enduring bond between
a country and its people.
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One of Zimbabwe’s Finest Schools Father Flower
Group of Schools Makes History During
Harmonised Speech and Prize Giving Ceremony

| -
By: Chimeno Azriel
azrielchimeno@gmail.com
Zimbabwe

..............................................

Worth
Noting:

. The ceremony,

was a grand celebration of
academic excellence, pub-
lic speaking prowess, and
outstanding achievements
in extracurricular activities.
With thousands of attendees
in high spirits, the event
was a resounding success,
showcasing the talents and
dedication of students and
teachers alike.

. The ceremony

was held under the theme
‘Honouring the Founding
of Father Flower Group of
Schools and its continued
support and commitment to
sustainable community de-
velopment through Military
Leadership Style’ and was a
collaborative effort between
Father Flower Group of
Schools and the African Sev-
enth Day Adventist Church.
. The ceremony was
attended by highly distin-
guished guests, including
Sanyati District Assistant
District Development Coor-
dinator Jabson Muringani,
Pastors, District Schools
Inspectors, senior Govern-
ment Officials, Education-
ists, and other esteemed
guests, who gathered to
celebrate the milestone
achievements of Father
Flower Group of Schools.

tion of academic excellence,
public speaking prowess,
and outstanding achieve-
ments in extracurricular
activities. With thousands of
attendees in high spirits, the
event was a resounding suc-
cess, showcasing the talents
and dedication of students
and teachers alike.

The ceremony was held
under the theme ‘Honour-
ing the Founding of Father
Flower Group of Schools
and its continued support
and commitment to sus-
tainable community devel-
opment through Military
Leadership Style and was
a collaborative effort be-
tween Father Flower Group
of Schools and the Afri-
can Seventh Day Adventist
Church.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by highly distinguished
guests, including Sanyati
District Assistant District
Development Coordinator
Jabson Muringani, Pastors,
District  Schools Inspec-
tors, senior Government
Officials, Educationists,
and other esteemed guests,
who gathered to celebrate
the milestone achievements
of Father Flower Group of
Schools.

The Ceremony officially
kicked off with great fan-
fare as the Guest of Honour,
Elder Douglas Kwande, ar-
rived in style, descending
onto the grounds in a private
jet and being welcomed with
a grand red-carpet recep-
tion, greeted by thunderous
applause from the cheering
crowd and Elder Kwande’s
impressive arrival set the
tone for a momentous oc-
casion that would showcase
the talents and achieve-
ments of the students and
underscore the school’s
commitment to providing a
world-class education.

The ceremony kicked off
with a series of captivat-
ing speeches and recitals,
showcasing the exceptional
public speaking skills of the
students. It featured a range
of talented performers, from
confident young orators to
skilled musicians and danc-
ers. The highlight of the cer-
emony was the prize-giving
segment, where students
who excelled in various ac-
ademic and extracurricular
activities were awarded for
their outstanding perfor-
mances. The awards rec-
ognised not only academic
achievement but also out-
standing contributions to
sports, arts, and community
service.

Galaxy Buddy2

Guest of Honour, prominent
Zimbabwe businessman El-
der Douglas Kwande, deliv-
ered an inspiring message to
the students. He emphasised
the importance of setting
high goals so as to achieve
positive goals and results
“Set your aims too high and
not too low if you are ever to
achieve in life;,” he said. He
also added that one should
focus on what belongs to
them, saying, “Defend your
territory by catching your
prey, don't chase any prey
that is not your quality,” he
explained and his words
resonated with the school-
children, parents and other
guests reminding them to
stay focused on their goals
and aspirations.

Elder Kwande further ex-
pressed his admiration for
the school’s achievements,
saying, “I am shocked to
see the multitudes of par-
ents who braved the heat to
be here today. The electric
atmosphere has motivated
me to donate $20,000 cash
to Father Flower Group
of Schools for thedevelop-
mentat the school,” he said.
With that, he handed over
the cash to Director Gener-
al Jimmy Lemekani Waya,

much to the applause of the
parents and he added that it
was the beginning of their
partnership between his
company and the school.

Director General of Father
Flower Group of Schools,
Jimmy Lemekani Waya, de-
scribed the event as histor-

ic, saying, “This year’s Har-
monised Speech and Prize
Giving Ceremony is a his-
toric moment for us, as we
bring together seven Father
Flower Schools to show-
case what they do in their
respective schools and it is
heartwarming to see hun-

Contd Page 15
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Worth
Noting:

. “Set your aims too
high and not too low if you
are ever to achieve in life,”
he said. He also added that
one should focus on what
belongs to them, saying,
“Defend your territory by
catching your prey, don’t
chase any prey that is not
your quality;” he explained
and his words resonated
with the schoolchildren,
parents and other guests
reminding them to stay
focused on their goals and
aspirations.

. Elder Kwande
further expressed his ad-
miration for the school’s
achievements, saying, “I am
shocked to see the multi-
tudes of parents who braved
the heat to be here today.
The electric atmosphere
has motivated me to do-
nate $20,000 cash to Father
Flower Group of Schools
for thedevelopmentat the
school,” he said. With that,
he handed over the cash to

Director General Jimmy
Lemekani Waya, much to
the applause of the parents
and he added that it was the
beginning of their partner-
ship between his company
and the school.

dreds of parents, teachers,
and children come together
to witness this momentous
occasion,” said the Director.
He expressed his heartfelt
gratitude to the parents for
their unwavering support,
saying, “You are like water
where the fish (Father Flow-
er Group of Schools) lives
in. Without parents, Father
Flower is as good as dead,
he explained and the par-
ents erupted in applause,
touched by the Director
General’s heartfelt words.

In addition to celebrating
academic excellence, the
event also saw Father Flower
Group of Schools marking
significant milestones in its
infrastructure development.
The school celebrated the
acquisition of two buses and
the construction of state-of-
the-art school blocks, a tes-
tament to its commitment to
providing quality education
and facilities for its students.
These developments are ex-
pected to enhance the learn-
ing experience and provide
a conducive environment
for students to thrive.

The event was a proof to the
hard work and dedication
of the students, teachers,
and parents. The ceremony
was well-organized, and the
atmosphere was electric,
with parents and guard-
ians beaming with pride as
their children received their
awards. The event served as
a motivation for the young
learners to strive for excel-
lence, and it was a wonder-
tul display of talent, creativi-
ty, and dedication.

One of the honoured student
Dylan Togarepi was visibly
emotional after receiving
the award for his outstand-
ing academic excellence and
he said, “I could not believe
it and this is the best thing
that has ever happened see-
ing everyone cheering for
me was overwhelming, “
said Dylan

Community  stakeholders
also shared their sentiments
with Councillor Takudzwa
Chirinda applauding the
school’s professional leader-
ship noting that their lead-
ership style produce disci-
plined and capable future
citizens.

“We applaud the school’s
professional leadership,
whose leadership style pro-
duces disciplined and capa-
ble future citizens,” Council-
lor Chirinda.

Speaking to some of the par-
ents who attended the the
ceremony said the progress
was outstanding in terms of

Galaxy Buddy2
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academics and infrastruc-
tures in a short space of time

and they were proud to be
part of the vision.

“The progress made by the
school in a short space of
time is outstanding, not just
academically but also in
terms of infrastructure. We
are proud to be part of this
vision,” said Takesure Ma-
chipisa.

“We are thrilled to see the
school’s growth and devel-

opment. The future looks
bright for our children, and
were honored to be part of
this journey,’ said another
parent.

The electrifying duo of Cos-
ta Mujanganja and Sharon
Mazise as master of ceremo-
nies kept the audience on
the edge of their seats all day,

injecting energy, humor, and
charm that perfectly com-

plemented the ceremony,
making it an unforgettable
experience.

The Father Flower Group of
Schools Harmonised Speech
and Prize Giving Ceremo-
ny proved to be a truly un-
forgettable day, filled with
inspiration,  achievement,
and joy. While not every-

one may be pleased with
the school's progress, the

dedication and hard work of
the students, teachers, and
staff shone brightly, making
it a remarkable celebration

of excellence. Ultimately,
we leave it to the Almighty,
trusting that His plans for
the school will continue to
unfold, guiding it towards
greater heights.
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China’s moral high ground in trade: Steadfast
fairness amid shifting tide

By: Stephen Ndegwa
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

. At APEC, Xi reiter-
ated that China “stands for
free trade, opposes pro-
tectionism, and supports
reform of global economic
governance to make it more
just and equitable.” The mes-
sage carried weight because
it was measured, not con-
frontational. While Trump
emphasised domestic manu-
facturing wins and tariff re-
lief, Xi focused on updating
international rules to reflect
changing realities and on
safeguarding the interests of
developing countries. The
contrast cast China as a sta-
bilising force—committed to
fair play even in a competi-
tive marketplace.

. Critics argue that
China’s industrial policy
and state support tilt the
field. Context matters. Every
major economy has used
strategic interventions to
nurture key sectors—from
U.S. agricultural support to
EU energy incentives. What
differentiates China is less
the existence of policy than
the scale and explicitness
with which it is pursued.
Furthermore, reforms over
the past decade—liberal-
ising finance, expanding
foreign investment access,
and clarifying competition
rules—indicate movement
towards global norms.

The
tween President Xi Jinping
and U.S. President Donald
Trump on the sidelines of
the APEC summit captured
global attention. Brief as it
was, the encounter symbol-

recent meeting be-

ised a fresh chapter in trade
diplomacy—one in which
Beijing projects steadiness
and consistency amid shift-
ing political winds.

While Washington has os-
cillated between cooper-
confrontation,
Chinas approach has re-
mained largely predictable:
long-term, rules-based en-
gagement grounded in the

ation and

conviction that trade should
be mutually beneficial rather
than weaponised.

Since acceding to the World
Trade Organization (WTO)
in December 2001, China
has signalled its intent to op-
erate within global rules—
opening markets, protecting
intellectual property, and
reforming subsidies. More
than two decades on, its con-
duct largely reflects those
commitments. In its 2024
Trade Policy Review, China
reaffirmed support for mul-

US President Donald Trump and his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping

tilateralism, necessary WTO
reform, and the defence of
legitimate rights and inter-
ests—positions that set it
apart as many economies
lean into protectionism and
unilateral measures.

The data echoes this pos-
ture. According to the Min-
istry of Commerce, China’s
total trade in goods and
services reached a record
43.85 trillion yuan (about
US$6.1 trillion) in 2024, up
five percent year-on-year.
Exports rose 7.1 percent
and imports 2.3 percent,
underscoring that China is
both selling to—and buying
from—the world. Notably,
over half of China’s trade
now involves Belt and Road
Initiative partners, reflect-
ing a deliberate diversifi-
cation of relationships and
a strengthening of South-
South commerce. China’s
“moral high ground” lies in
this inclusivity: widening
opportunity beyond wealthy
industrialised  economies
to developing nations often
sidelined in global exchange.
At APEC, Xi reiterated that
China “stands for free trade,

opposes protectionism, and
supports reform of global
governance to
make it more just and eq-
uitable” The message car-
ried weight because it was
measured, not confronta-

economic

tional. While Trump em-
phasised domestic manufac-
turing wins and tariff relief,
Xi focused on updating in-
ternational rules to reflect
changing realities and on
safeguarding the interests
of developing countries. The
contrast cast China as a sta-
bilising force—committed
to fair play even in a com-
petitive marketplace.

Critics argue that China’s
industrial policy and state
support tilt the field. Con-
text matters. Every major
economy has used strategic
interventions to nurture key
sectors—from U.S. agricul-
tural support to EU energy
incentives. What differen-
tiates China is less the exis-
tence of policy than the scale
and explicitness with which
it is pursued. Furthermore,
reforms over the past de-
cade—liberalising finance,
expanding foreign invest-

ment access, and clarifying
competition rules—indicate
movement towards global
norms.

Across Asia, Africa and
Latin America, partners
frequently cite reliability:
contract fidelity and steady
supply chains. During the
COVID-19 disruptions and
subsequent geopolitical ten-
sions, China largely resisted
sweeping export bans on es-
sential goods, instead facili-
tating bilateral cooperation
and logistics through the
BRI framework.

Moral authority in trade is
not perfection; it is consis-
tency. By contrast, the U.S.
has at times imposed uni-
lateral tariffs, exited agree-
ments,
sanctions. Against that back-
drop, China’s preference for

and weaponised

dialogue and recourse to
WTO processes confers an
advantage in legitimacy.

For countries like the United
Kingdom, this consistency
warrants attention. The Brit-
ish Chambers of Commerce
has urged policymakers to
engage as trade power tilts
eastward. China’s message of

fair, rules-based commerce
offers a stabilising counter-
weight in an age of uncer-
tainty.

In the end, the Xi-Trump
underscored a
simple reality: moral au-

encounter

thority in trade stems from
endurance,  predictability
and respect for rules. China’s
decades-long commitment
to multilateralism—and its
inclusive partnerships with
developing countries—em-
bodies a vision of fairness
that outlasts political cycles.
In a world too often swayed
by short-term manoeuvres,
Beijing’s  steady
ment to cooperative trade
remains the high ground.

commit-
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The Digital Voice Of A Generation

Social media today in Kenya is more than a place where people get entertained or engage in mindless
chatter. It has become our modern-day town square a place where young people debate, dream and dare
to challenge the norm.

By: Lilian Njeru
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. Social media has
democratized voice. The

barriers that once silenced

the majority have fallen
away. You no longer need
a press badge or a micro-
phone to be heard; what
you need is Wi-Fi and
conviction. The once-un-
reachable corridors of in-
fluence-from Parliament
to corporate boardrooms
face real-time scrutiny
from ordinary Kenyans
armed with hashtags and
facts. It is this shift that
has transformed social
media into Kenya’s new-
est, most powerful civic
weapon.

. But this power has
done more than amplify
frustration; it has fueled
purpose. The youth are
not just posting, they are
organizing. What begins
as a simple hashtag can
quickly transform into a
force for justice or relief.
Online campaigns have
raised money for fami-
lies in distress, mobilized
aid during disasters and
exposed injustices that
would have otherwise
gone unnoticed. In the
same breath, social media
has turned into a mirror
reflecting society’s con-
science, raw, unfiltered
and often uncomfortable.

Social media today in Kenya
is more than a place where
people get entertained or
engage in mindless chatter.
It has become our mod-
ern-day square a
place where young people
debate, dream and dare to
challenge the norm. From
bold threads on X to candid
TikTok lives and passionate
Instagram reels, the digital
space indeed has become the
heartbeat of Kenya’s youth
culture. It is where frustra-
tion meets creativity, where
silence suddenly speaks and
where ideas once whispered
in private now echo across
the nation.

This is the generation that
no longer waits to be spo-
ken for. For decades, pub-
lic opinion in Kenya was
shaped by a handful of
voices politicians, elders or
mainstream media. Youth
were expected to listen not
to lead. But the rise of social
media shattered that order.
Every tweet, post and vid-
eo has become a potential
spark, capable of setting off
national conversations or
igniting movements starting
online and ending up on the
streets. The ordinary young
person now wields extraor-
dinary influence not be-
cause of power or position,

town

but because of connection.

Social media has democra-
tized voice. The barriers that
once silenced the majority
have fallen away. You no
longer need a press badge or
a microphone to be heard;
what you need is Wi-Fi and
conviction. The once-un-
reachable corridors of in-
fluence-from Parliament to
corporate boardrooms face
real-time scrutiny from or-
dinary Kenyans armed with
hashtags and facts. It is this
shift that has transformed
social media into Kenya’s
newest, most powerful civic
weapon.

But this power has done
more than amplify frustra-
tion; it has fueled purpose.
The youth are not just post-
ing, they are organizing.
What begins as a simple
hashtag can quickly trans-
form into a force for justice
or relief. Online campaigns
have raised money for fam-
ilies in distress, mobilized
aid during disasters and ex-
posed injustices that would
have otherwise gone unno-
ticed. In the same breath,
social media has turned into
a mirror reflecting society’s
conscience, raw, unfiltered
and often uncomfortable.
Beyond activism, social me-
dia is rewriting politics it-

self. The electoral cycle plays
out not just in rallies and
on radio talk shows but on
screens and timelines. Poli-
ticians have learned-often to
their chagrin that the youth
are watching, questioning
and recording. Every prom-
ise and every misstep, every
insensitive remark, lives
forever in memory. The de-
bates of political will that
once belonged to the elite
now belong to the people.
In essence, to many Kenyan
youth, the comment section
has become its parliament.
The digital awakening of
the youth is not an act of
criticism but rather one of
participation wherein so-
cial media acts as a bridge
between governance and
grassroots, aspiration and
accountability. Many young
people learn civic values,
leadership and even policy
awareness through online
spaces perhaps lessons that
classrooms most often do
not teach. This is a differ-
ent kind of civic education,
born not from textbooks but
from tweets.

Yet, this revolution has its
contradictions. The same
platforms that can unite can
also divide. Social media can
amplify misinformation as
easily as truth; outrage can

sometimes drown out rea-
son. But even in these im-
perfections lies its strength:
it forces debate, challeng-
es complacency and keeps
leaders and citizens equally
alert. Kenya’s digital youth
are learning, adapting and
evolving. They stumble, yes,
but they never stop speak-
ing.

And then there is the deeper
beauty: the creativity, hu-
mor and resilience pulsating
through Kenyan social me-
dia. From the witty memes
that catch the irony of politi-
cians to the viral campaigns
that give reason to hope, the
digital space is a reflection
of the heartbeat of a nation
that simply refuses to give
up. This is where laughter
meets activism, pain finds
its poetry. It’s proof that ex-
pression, in whatever form,
is power.

More profoundly, social me-
dia has become a lifeline to
solidarity. A youth in Kisu-
mu can stand with a protest-
er in Nairobi or an activist in
Turkana with just one post.
This is not just connectivity;
it is community. In a world
so often divided along tribe,
class or religion, social me-
dia offers that rare unity a
space where shared strug-
gles and shared dreams mat-

ter more than surnames.
Perhaps most prominent is
how this digital awakening
has restored belief: a belief
that one voice, no matter
how small, matters. The
hashtags might disappear,
the trends will change, but
the impact remains. Kenyan
youth have realized that si-
lence benefits nobody and
influence, if well applied,
can rewrite stories.

Social media has given
Kenyas youth something
their parents only dreamed
about-agency. It has hand-
ed them the pen to write
their own narrative, to call
out injustice and to cham-
pion causes that define their
generation. It has become
a classroom, a campaign
ground and a confession-
al booth all in one. And as
this digital revolution con-
tinues to unfold, one truth
remains: the most powerful
voice in Kenya today doesn’t
come from a podium or a
press room it comes from a
smartphone in the hand of
a determined young person
who dares to speak. Because
when those who never had
a voice find it, silence is no
longer possible. And Ken-
ya, as we know it, begins to
change tweet by tweet, post
by post, story by story.
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Africa’s Youth Rise With Vision For Africa: My

Home, My Future, During The Second All Africa
Youth Congress In Nairobi

By: Thando Vundi Muli
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. The AACC Gen-
eral Secretary reminding
participants of Africa’s
inherent strength. He as-
serted that the continent,
rich in natural resources,
innovation, and talent,
possesses everything
required to thrive, cit-

ing the world-surprising
Afgrican approaches to
the COVID-19 pandemic
as evidence of its capac-
ity to leapfrog global
development challenges
through proper resource
management and polit-
ical will. The All Africa
Conference of Churches
(AACC), which organized
the event, represents over
140 million Christians

and used the Congress
to further its mission of
promoting unity, justice,

peace, and sustainable de-
velopment through faith-
based engagement across
its 42 member countries.
. In a show of
pan-African solidarity,
the African Union Com-
mission Chairperson
extended heartfelt greet-
ings, calling the gathering
“a movement of hearts
and hands, a movement
of African youth ready to
build the Africa we want.”
This endorsement under-
lined the significance of
the Congress as a plat-
form for young leaders to
collectively reflect, pray,
dialogue, and take con-
crete action on issues that
will shape the continent’s
future.

The second All Africa Youth
Congress  concluded in
Nairobi on Tuesday night,
November 4th, bringing
together over 500 young
people from across the con-
tinent and the diaspora.
Running from October 31st
to November 5th under the
inspiring theme, “Africa:
My Home. My Future,” the
week-long event focused
on social responsibility and
practical action. Sessions
addressed critical issues
ranging from modern slav-
ery and migration to peace-
building, democratic partic-
ipation and environmental
stewardship. The AACC
General Secretary, Rev. Dr.
Fidon Mwobeki, opened
the Congress by emphasiz-
ing the urgency for Afri-
can youth to reclaim their
narrative and redefine their
destiny, acknowledging that
widespread disillusionment
due to conflict, unemploy-
ment and corruption often
leaves many vulnerable to
exploitation or risky migra-
tion. Highlighting the gov-
ernment’s support, Principal
Secretary Mr. Fikirini Jacobs
launched an AACC manual
focused on sustainable pop-
ulation growth.

The AACC General Sec-
retary reminding partici-
pants of Africa’s inherent
strength. He asserted that
the continent, rich in nat-
ural resources, innovation,
and talent, possesses ev-
erything required to thrive,
citing the world-surprising
African approaches to the
COVID-19 pandemic as
evidence of its capacity to
leapfrog global development
challenges through proper
resource management and
political will. The All Afri-
ca Conference of Churches
(AACC), which organized
the event, represents over
140 million Christians and
used the Congress to fur-
ther its mission of promot-
ing unity, justice, peace, and
sustainable  development
through faith-based engage-
ment across its 42 member
countries.

In a show of pan-Afri-
can solidarity, the African
Union Commission Chair-
person extended heartfelt
greetings, calling the gath-
ering “a movement of hearts
and hands, a movement
of African youth ready to
build the Africa we want”
This endorsement under-
lined the significance of the
Congress as a platform for
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reflect, pray, dialogue, and
take concrete action on is-

sues that will shape the con-
tinent’s future.

A major highlight of the sec-
ond All Africa Youth Con-
gress was the dual launch
of the Contextual Bible
Study Manual on Sustain-
able Population Growth for
Quality Life in Africa and
a significant Youth Entre-
preneurship Award. Ann
Kio, AACC’s Director for
Gender, Women, Youth and
Sustainable Population, ex-
plained that the manual rep-
resents a vital, home-grown

response to development

issues, shifting the narrative
away from external clini-
cal data. She stated that the
guide reclaims the conver-
sation by rooting it in faith
tradition, linking scriptural
values like stewardship and
community  responsibility
to contemporary concerns
such as family planning,
maternal health, and envi-
ronmental sustainability. By
focusing on the “quality of
life” over just numbers, the
AACC aims to ignite mean-
ingful, faith-based dialogue
in congregations across the
continent.

Further

youth, the AACC intro-
duced a Youth Entrepre-
neurship Award with a sub-
stantial prize fund of $6,000
USD, allocating  $2,000
USD to the winner in each
of three categories to foster
innovation. Attending as
the chief guest, Mr. Fikiri-
ni Jacobs, Kenyas Principal
Secretary for Youth and the
Creative Economy, praised
the initiative. He character-
ized Africas vibrant youth
demographic as “ambitious,
energetic, and standing at
the threshold of change
urging them to take own-

ture. The Principal Secretary
stressed the need for youth
to combine faith, creativi-
ty, and civic responsibility,
focusing on “fidelity to pre-
serve our continent” and
embracing comradeship
across borders to ensure
peace and dignity.

Meanwhile, the Congress
dedicated a critical session
to Peace and Security: Elec-
toral Process, Democracy,
and Peacebuilding, recog-

Contd Page 21
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Worth
Noting:

. Meanwhile, the
Congress dedicated a critical
session to Peace and Security:
Electoral Process, Democracy,
and Peacebuilding, recogniz-
ing these as the foundational
elements of sustainable devel-
opment. Panelists underscored
that lasting peace requires
justice, declaring, “Without
peace, democracy collapses;
without justice, peace cannot
last.” Participants highlighted
inspiring examples of in-
terfaith collaboration, such

as joint Muslim-Christian
prayers in Sudan, illustrating
how faith-inspired unity and
healing can effectively mend
fractured nations and reinforce
the idea that peace is a “Godly
strength” essential for Africa’s
progress.

. Amidst the acknowl-
edgement of persistent chal-
lenges like election-related
violence, terrorism, and ethnic
tension, the Congress pan-

el celebrated powerful local
peacebuilding efforts. Exam-
ples cited included youth-led
football tournaments and
peace clubs in Sierra Leone that
have successfully reduced com-
munity conflict, demonstrating
the tangible impact of grass-
roots action. Delegates were
urged to harness their voices
and digital platforms to foster
civic education, spread positive
narratives on social media, and
participate in peaceful protests.

nizing these as the founda-
tional elements of sustain-
able development. Panelists

underscored that lasting
peace requires justice, de-
claring, “Without peace, de-
mocracy collapses; without
justice, peace cannot last”
Participants highlighted
inspiring examples of in-
terfaith collaboration, such
as joint Muslim-Christian
prayers in Sudan, illustrat-
ing how faith-inspired unity
and healing can effectively
mend fractured nations and
reinforce the idea that peace
is a “Godly strength” essen-
tial for Africa’s progress.

Amidst the acknowledge-
ment of persistent chal-
lenges like election-related
violence, terrorism, and
ethnic tension, the Congress
panel celebrated powerful
local peacebuilding efforts.
Examples cited included
youth-led football tourna-
ments and peace clubs in
Sierra Leone that have suc-
cessfully reduced commu-
nity conflict, demonstrating
the tangible impact of grass-
roots action. Delegates were
urged to harness their voices
and digital platforms to fos-
ter civic education, spread
positive narratives on social
media, and participate in

peaceful protests. Integrat-
ing learning and creativity,
the Horn of Africa Peace
Project hosted a significant
side event on Tech-Facili-
tated Violent Extremism.
During this session, par-
ticipants expressed their
perceptions and solutions
through art and peace mes-
saging canvases, offering
powerful displays of solidar-
ity with nations affected by
conflict, such as Sudan and
DR Congo. Critically, youth
participants called upon
African governments to es-
tablish transparent electoral
systems, ensure robust ac-
countability = mechanisms,
and significantly strengthen
youth-led civic engagement.
The prevailing sentiment
was captured by the affirma-
tion: “We have divine poten-
tial to build an Africa where
democracy feels like peace,
and peace feels like home”

Throughout the duration
of the Congress, a recur-
ring and powerful emphasis
was placed on the agency of
African youth not as pas-
sive recipients of aid, but
as moral leaders, creators,
and active bridge-builders
shaping the destiny of their
nations. AACC officials
continuously reinforced

this perspective, stressing
the importance of youth
leadership. Workshops pro-
vided practical exploration
of creative peacebuilding
methods, highlighting the
utility of technology, art and
digital storytelling as cru-
cial tools for social change.
Youth shared compelling
grassroots initiatives that are
actively addressing complex
issues ranging from vio-
lent extremism and climate
change to governance chal-
lenges, showcasing remark-
able resilience and inno-
vation within their diverse
local contexts. Furthermore,
faith-based reflections pro-
vided a valuable count-
er-narrative to common
discourse, reminding par-
ticipants that Africa’s large
youth bulge, often framed
solely as an economic or
social challenge, is in fact a
profound blessing. Properly
nurtured through targeted
education, mentorship and
ethical leadership devel-
opment, this demographic
asset has the potential to be-
come the key driver propel-
ling the continent into a new
era of sustainable prosperity
and growth.

Interfaith engagement re-
mained a crucial and cen-

tral pillar that defined the
spirit of the Congress.
From the quiet solemnity
of morning devotions to the
dynamic discourse of eve-
ning forums, participants
representing diverse faith
backgrounds prayed and
dialogued together in unity.
This sustained collaboration
reflected a shared moral
responsibility among faith
communities to build peace-
ful, just and equitable societ-
ies across Africa. This theme
intersected powerfully with
the focus on innovation and
the economy, highlighted by
the active participation of
Kenya’s Ministry of Youth
and Creative Economy. This
involvement  underscored
the growing governmen-
tal recognition that Africa’s
economic future is deeply
intertwined with its capac-
ity for innovation. Panel
discussions critically ex-
plored the intersection be-
tween faith, creativity, and
entrepreneurship,  issuing
a challenge to churches to
embrace and utilize youth
talents as a genuine trans-
formative power for social
and economic change.

Kenya’s Principal Secretary,
Mr. Fikirini Jacobs, emphat-
ically supported this view-

point, remarking that “The
creative sector is Africa’s
new frontier” He noted the
burgeoning global influence
of African youth who are
“telling Africa’s story in new
ways” through music, film,
and digital innovation, and
called upon the Church to
actively walk with them and
amplify their voice in these
new domains.

The Congress came to an
end with a strong commit-
ment to implementation. In
its final plenary, delegates
collectively pledged to trans-
late their discussions and
learning into tangible ac-
tion by integrating the out-
comes into regional youth
networks, church programs,
and national advocacy ini-
tiatives. AACC  General
Secretary’s final words re-
minded all participants that
the vital journey of building
the future of Africa does not
end in Nairobi, but must
continue across every com-
munity and nation.
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Powering Progress: Kenya’s Climate Leap with
Solar Cold Storage and E-Mobility

The solar cold storage rollout is a game-changer for Kenya’s agricultural sector, which has long grappled
with post-harvest losses, especially among smallholder farmers.

By: David Kimani.
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Worth
Noting:

. Parallel to the cold
storage initiative is the elec-
trification of Kenya’s two- and
three-wheeler transport

sector, a move that promises to
revolutionize urban mobility.
Motorcycles and tuk-tuks are
ubiquitous in Kenyan cities and
towns, serving as vital links in
the transport chain. However,
they also contribute signifi-
cantly to air pollution and
greenhouse gas emissions. The
new e-mobility project aims to
replace fossil-fuel-powered ve-
hicles with electric alternatives,
supported by charging infra-
structure and policy incentives.
This transition will not only
cut carbon emissions but also
reduce noise pollution, lower
operating costs for drivers, and
create green jobs in manufac-
turing and maintenance.

. The e-mobility initia-
tive is particularly timely given
Kenya’s growing urban popula-
tion and the rising demand for
efficient, affordable transport.
By electrifying the most com-
mon modes of transport, the
project addresses both environ-
mental and economic concerns.
Riders like Wanjiru in Nairobi
and Kiprop in Eldoret will ben-
efit from lower fuel costs and
reduced maintenance, while
cities will enjoy cleaner air and
quieter streets. It’s a vision of
mobility that is inclusive, sus-
tainable, and future-ready.

In a bold stride toward cli-
mate resilience and sustain-
able development, Kenya has
become the launchpad for
two transformative projects
spearheaded by the Unit-
ed Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), the
United Nations Capital De-
velopment Fund (UNCDE),
and the World Resources In-
stitute (WRI). These initia-
tives—solar-powered  cold
storage and electric mobility
for two- and three-wheel-
ers—are not just techno-
logical upgrades; they are
strategic
aimed at reshaping Kenya’s
environmental  footprint,
food systems, and transport
infrastructure. Unveiled in
Nairobi in October 2025, the
projects are funded by the
Mitigation Action Facility
and align directly with Ken-
yas Climate-Smart Agricul-
ture Strategy and its updat-
ed Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs), sig-
naling a new era of climate
action rooted in innovation
and equity.

The solar cold storage roll-
out is a game-changer for

interventions

Kenya’s agricultural sector,
which has long grappled
with post-harvest losses, es-
pecially among smallholder
farmers. Under this initia-
1,000
cold storage units will be
deployed across the coun-
try, targeting regions with
high agricultural output but
limited access to reliable re-
frigeration. These units are
expected to preserve up to
5,000 tonnes of food annu-
ally, benefiting over 60,000
small-scale farmers. By ex-
tending the shelf life of per-
ishable produce, the project
will reduce methane emis-
from decomposing
food, improve food security,
and boost farmer incomes.
Its a triple win—environ-
mental, economic, and so-

tive, solar-powered

sions

cial—that underscores the
power of clean energy to
solve systemic challenges.

For farmers like Amina in
Makueni and Otieno in
Kisumu, the cold storage
units represent more than
just machines—they
lifelines. Amina, who grows
mangoes, often watches her
harvest rot before reaching
the market. Otieno, a toma-
to farmer, loses nearly half
his produce during trans-
port. With solar cold stor-
age, they can now store their

are

Launch of UNDP-UNCDF-WRI solar cold storage and e-mobility drive in Nairobi: cleaner transport, safer food chains, stronger
livelihoods in October 2025. (Photo: UNDP)

crops safely, negotiate better
prices, and reduce waste.
This shift empowers farmers
to become climate champi-
ons, proving that adaptation
and mitigation can go hand
in hand when communities
are equipped with the right
tools.

Parallel to the cold storage
initiative is the electrifica-
tion of Kenyas two- and
three-wheeler transport sec-
tor, a move that promises to
revolutionize urban mobili-
ty. Motorcycles and tuk-tuks
are ubiquitous in Kenyan
cities and towns, serving as
vital links in the transport
chain. However, they also
contribute significantly to
air pollution and green-
house gas emissions. The
new e-mobility project aims
to replace fossil-fuel-pow-
ered vehicles with electric
alternatives, supported by
charging
and policy incentives. This
transition will not only cut
carbon emissions but also
reduce noise pollution, low-
er operating costs for driv-
ers, and create green jobs in
manufacturing and mainte-
nance.

The e-mobility initiative
is particularly timely giv-

infrastructure

en Kenya’s growing urban
population and the rising
demand for efficient, af-
fordable transport. By elec-
trifying the most common
modes of transport, the
project addresses both en-
vironmental and economic
concerns. Riders like Wan-

jiru in Nairobi and Kiprop
in Eldoret will benefit from
lower fuel costs and reduced
maintenance, while cities
will enjoy cleaner air and
quieter streets. It’s a vision
of mobility that is inclu-
sive, sustainable, and fu-
ture-ready.

What sets these projects
apart is their integrated ap-
proach. They are not isolat-
ed interventions but part
of a broader strategy to de-
carbonize Kenyas economy
and build climate resilience.
By linking agriculture and
transport—two of the most
emission-intensive
tors—the initiatives create
synergies that amplify im-
pact. The solar cold storage
units reduce food waste and

sec-

emissions, while e-mobility
cuts transport-related pol-
lution. Together, they con-
tribute to Kenyas goal of
avoiding 4.8 million tonnes
of CO, equivalent over the
projects’ lifetimes, a signif-
icant contribution to global
climate targets.

The partnership between
UNDP, UNCDE WRI, and
the Government of Kenya
exemplifies the power of col-
laboration in tackling com-
plex challenges. It brings
together technical expertise,
financial resources, and pol-
icy support to deliver solu-
tions that are locally relevant
and globally significant. The
involvement of county gov-
ernments, civil society, and
private sector actors ensures
that the projects are ground-

ed in community needs and
have the buy-in necessary
for long-term success.

Moreover, these initiatives
reflect Kenya’s leadership in
climate innovation. As one
of Africas most proactive
countries in climate poli-
cy, Kenya has consistently
championed green growth,
renewable energy, and sus-
agriculture. The
launch of these projects re-
inforces its position as a re-
gional hub for climate solu-

tainable

tions and a model for other
nations seeking to balance
development with environ-
mental stewardship.

Education and  capaci-
ty-building are also central
to the success of these proj-
ects.
port operators will receive
training on how to use and
maintain the new technolo-
gies, ensuring that the ben-
efits are sustained beyond
the initial rollout. Schools

Farmers and trans-

and vocational centers will
incorporate  climate-smart
curricula, preparing the
next generation to lead Ken-
yas green transition. This
focus on human capital de-
velopment ensures that the
projects are not just about
infrastructure—they  are
about people.

As the world grapples with
the escalating impacts of
climate change, Kenya’s ap-
proach offers valuable les-
sons. It shows that climate
action can be inclusive, that
technology can empower

rather than exclude, and

that partnerships can un-
lock transformative change.
The solar cold storage and
e-mobility projects are not
just responses to climate
threats—they are proactive
steps toward a more equita-
ble and sustainable future.
In the months ahead, the
focus will shift to imple-
mentation, monitoring, and
scaling. Success will depend
on continued investment,
community  engagement,
and adaptive management.
Challenges such as grid con-
nectivity, battery recycling,
and market access must be
addressed with agility and
foresight. But if the launch
is any indication, Kenya is
ready to meet these chal-
lenges head-on.

The story of these projects
is ultimately a story of hope.
It is about turning climate
risks opportunities,
about empowering commu-
nities to thrive in a changing
world, and about proving
that sustainable develop-
ment is not a distant dream
but a present reality. As the
solar panels light up rural
farms and electric tuk-tuks
glide through city streets,
Kenya is writing a new chap-

into

ter in its climate journey—
one powered by innovation,
driven by collaboration, and
anchored in the resilience of
its people.
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Philippines declares state of calamity as typhoon
death toll rises to 114

Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr has declared a state of calamity after Typhoon Kalmaegi,

one of the strongest typhoons this year, caused severe flooding in central Philippines, leaving at least 114
dead.

By: BBC
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Worth
Noting:

. Cebu provincial
authorities reported a
further 28 deaths which
were not included in the
tally released by the na-
tional civil defence office,
according to AFP.

. Kalmaegi left the
Philippines on Thursday
morning and is moving
toward central Vietnam,
where residents are still
reeling from floods that
killed dozens.

. President Mar-
cos Jr told reporters on
Thursday that he made
the decision because of
the damage caused by Ty-
phoon Kalmaegi, as well
as the anticipation of an-
other storm Uwan, which
is expected to hit the

country over the weekend.

. “Almost 10 re-
gions, around 10 to 12
regions, will be affected.
So if that many areas are
involved, with that kind
of scope, then it’s a na-
tional calamity,” he told
local media.

. In the Philippines,
a state of calamity isa
condition involving mass
casualty, major damage to
property, and disruption
to means of livelihoods
and the normal way of life
for people in the affected
areas.

Philippines President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr has declared
a state of calamity after Ty-
phoon Kalmaegi, one of the
strongest typhoons this year,
caused severe flooding in
central Philippines, leaving
at least 114 dead.

The storm has flooded entire
towns on Cebu, the region’s
most populous island, where
71 deaths were reported.
Another 127 are missing
and 82 injured, according to
officials.

Cebu provincial authorities
reported a further 28 deaths
which were not included in
the tally released by the na-
tional civil defence office,
according to AFP.

Kalmaegi left the Philippines
on Thursday morning and is
moving toward central Viet-
nam, where residents are
still reeling from floods that
killed dozens.

President Marcos Jr told re-
porters on Thursday that he
made the decision because
of the damage caused by
Typhoon Kalmaegi, as well
as the anticipation of an-
other storm Uwan, which is
expected to hit the country
over the weekend.

“Almost 10 regions, around
10 to 12 regions, will be af-
fected. So if that many areas
are involved, with that kind
of scope, then it’s a national
calamity;” he told local me-
dia.

In the Philippines, a state
of calamity is a condition
involving mass casualty,
major damage to property,
and disruption to means of
livelihoods and the normal
way of life for people in the
affected areas.

It gives government agencies
more power to access emer-
gency funds and fast-track
the procurement and deliv-
ery of essential goods and
services to those in need.
Most of the deaths in the
Philippines were due to
drowning, reports said. The
storm sent torrents of mud-
dy water down hillsides and
into towns and cities.
Damage to Cebu’s residen-
tial areas was extensive, with
many small buildings swept
away and a thick carpet of
mud left by the retreating
floodwaters.

Local officials described the
havoc wrought by the storm
as “unprecedented”

Residents returning to their
destroyed homes are reeling
from the deadly floods earli-
er this week.

Jel-an Moira Servas, a busi-
ness owner who lives in
Mandaue city, told the BBC
that she found herself waist-
deep in water within min-
utes when her house became
flooded. She quickly evacu-
ated with her family, bring-
ing only light items like food
and electronics.

“Right now, the rain has
completely stopped and the
sun is out, but our hous-
es are still filled with mud,
and everything inside is in
shambles,” she said. “We
don’t even know where to
start cleaning. I can't even
look at it without crying”
The national disaster agency
said more than 400,000 peo-
ple had been displaced by
the disaster in Cebu, home
to 2.5 million people.

The official death toll also
includes six crew members
of a military helicopter that
crashed on Mindanao is-
land, south of Cebu, after it
was deployed to assist in re-
lief efforts on Tuesday.
Carlos Jose Lafas, a volun-

teer rescuer, told the BBC
that despite preparing for
the worst case, they were
caught off-guard by the ex-
tent of the flooding.

“This is the worst flood
I've ever experienced, the
19-year-old said. “Almost all
the rivers here in Cebu over-
flowed. Even emergency re-
sponders did not expect this
kind of scenario.”

“The rescue operation was
too overwhelming for the
emergency responders
around Cebu, because there
were a lot of people asking
for help”

Typhoon Kalmaegi, locally
called Tino, is the 20th trop-
ical cyclone this year to hit
the Philippines, a country
prone to powerful storms.

It comes barely a month af-
ter back-to-back typhoons
killed over a dozen people
and wrought damage to in-
frastructure and crops.
Super Typhoon Ragasa,
known locally as Nando,
struck in late September,
followed swiftly by Typhoon
Bualoi, known locally as
Opong.

In the months before, an ex-
traordinarily wet monsoon

season caused widespread
flooding, sparking anger
and protests over unfinished
and sub-standard flood con-
trol systems that have been
blamed on corruption.
Typhoon Kalmaegi left the
Philippines at 00:30 local
time (16:30pm GMT) on
Thursday morning.

It has since strengthened,
with maximum sustained
winds increasing from 150
km/h to 155 km/h.

It is expected to make land-
fall in central Vietnam on
Friday morning, according
to forecasts. More than 50
flights there have been can-
celled or rescheduled.
Vietnam has already been
battling with a week of
flooding and record rains
that burst riverbanks and
flooded some of the coun-
try’s most popular tourist
spots.

Thailand is also bracing for
the storm’s impact, with lo-
cal officials warning of pos-
sible flash floods, landslides
and river overflows caused
by Kalmaegi.



National education system and
foreign standards

Today, the education system of Uzbekistan is undergoing major changes. In particular, in recent years,
the number of branches of foreign universities and private higher education institutions has increased

sharply.

By: Shukurullayeva Mukhlisa
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Noting:

. With the increase
in the number of foreign
universities, Uzbekistan is
becoming a regional center
that provides education not
only to its own youth, but
also to the youth of Central
Asian countries. This in-
creases the country’s pres-
tige and develops education-
al tourism. For example, in
recent years, the number of
students from Kazakhstan,
Tajikistan and Afghanistan
studying in Uzbekistan has
exceeded 20 thousand.

. However, this pro-
cess is not without its neg-
ative aspects. Some experts
believe that the excessive
growth of foreign universi-
ties and private universities
is leading to a decline in
the value of the national
education system. The idea
that “foreign diplomas are
valuable, national diplomas
are undervalued” is being
formed among young peo-
ple, that is, the increasing
number of cases of “lying
down and licking” when a
foreign diploma is given is a
clear example of this.

Today, the education system
of Uzbekistan is undergoing
major changes. In particular,
in recent years, the number
of branches of foreign uni-
versities and private higher
education institutions has
increased sharply. This pro-
cess is assessed differently:
some believe that this leads
to increased competition
and quality, while others
express concern that this sit-
uation will overshadow the
national education system.
Which of the following is
true?

National education is being
recognized internationally
through Higher Education
Institution universities. Pre-
viously, the Uzbek education
system was known domesti-
cally, but now, through the
participation of foreign uni-
versities, our national edu-
cation has also gained access
to international rankings.
This increases the brand val-
ue of national universities.
Tashkent State University
of Oriental Studies, Mirzo
Ulugbek National Universi-
ty of Uzbekistan, and Tash-
kent University of Infor-
mation Technologies began
entering the QS ranking in

2023 - this is the result of
Xonity cooperation. In addi-
tion, foreign universities op-
erating in Tashkent, such as
Westminster, Inha, Webster,
Yeoju Technical Institute,
TMC, Woosong, Amity,
Politecnico di Torino, bring
international experience to
Uzbekistan and prepare our
youth for the global work-
force.

Such universities have inter-
national programs, educa-
tion in English, modern ed-
ucational technologies, and
practice-oriented curricula.
As a result, the student ac-
quires not only theory, but
also practical experience.
“Education is the greatest
force that elevates human-
ity said Mahatma Gand-
hi. As a result of this idea,
Inha University graduates
are successfully working in
international IT companies,
and Westminster University
graduates are successfully
working in diplomatic and
business spheres. “Competi-
tion is the mother of devel-
opment,” say the wise men.
Another important aspect is
the opportunity to become a
regional educational center.
With the increase in the

number of foreign universi-
ties, Uzbekistan is becoming
a regional center that pro-
vides education not only to
its own youth, but also to
the youth of Central Asian
countries. This increases the
country’s prestige and de-
velops educational tourism.
For example, in recent years,
the number of students from
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and
Afghanistan  studying in
Uzbekistan has exceeded 20
thousand.

However, this process is not
without its negative aspects.
Some experts believe that
the excessive growth of for-
eign universities and private
universities is leading to a
decline in the value of the
national education system.
The idea that “foreign diplo-
mas are valuable, national
diplomas are undervalued”
is being formed among
young people, that is, the
increasing number of cases
of “lying down and licking”
when a foreign diploma is
given is a clear example of
this. This can damage the
reputation of national uni-
versities. Also, the quality
of education in some pri-
vate and foreign branches is

not sufficient. They are only
commercial

There are also cases where
education is turned into
a business, aiming for the
same goal. The proverb
“Knowledge is acquired not
with money, but with labor”
is very appropriate in this
situation. Diplomas in some
branches have not passed in-
ternational accreditation.

As a result, graduates’ di-
plomas are not recognized
abroad, which increases dis-
trust among young people.
Another negative aspect is
that national cadres blindly
follow the foreign system
and move away from their
historical, cultural and spir-
itual roots. The proverb “If
you water a tree with foreign
water, its fruit will be differ-
ent,” reminds us of the need
not to lose nationality.

In my opinion, foreign
universities are not only a
source of knowledge, but
also a source of economic
benefit. Foreign universi-
ties coming to Uzbekistan
bring investment, grants,
and teaching jobs. This not
only improves the quality of
education, but also strength-
ens the country’s economy.

Sl —

Many foreign universities
are  establishing grants,
preferential programs, and
startup support centers for
women. These circumstanc-
es ensure gender equality,
scientific activity, and social
growth in society. Webster
University launched the
SheLeads program for wom-
en and provided free courses
to more than 300 students.
The proverb “He who seeks
finds opportunity” is proven
in this regard.

In conclusion, the activi-
ties of foreign universities
do not overshadow the na-
tional education system,
but rather encourage it to
renew itself and constant-
ly develop itself. Therefore,
the activities of foreign uni-
versity branches and pri-
vate universities serve as an
important factor in trans-
forming our country’s youth
into world-class knowledge
holders and training com-
petitive specialists. After all,
the future is in the hands of
young people.

Shukurullayeva  Mukhlisa,
Ist year student of the Facul-
ty of Philology and Arts
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