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New START Treaty marks a “grave moment” for global peace and 
security :

Nuclear Dawn Without Restraint:
UN Chief Warns of Grave 
Moment as Treaty Expires

Namibia’s Strategic Nuclear Pivot: How UNAM’s School of Applied Nuclear 
Sciences Positions a Rising African Nation on the Global Nuclear Stage

� e clock struck midnight 
and with it, the last binding 
limits on the world’s two larg-
est nuclear arsenals dissolved 
into history. For the � rst time 
in more than half a century, 
the United States and Russia 
now face each other with-
out the guardrails of a treaty 
constraining their strategic 
weapons. United Nations 
Secretary-General António 
Guterres, in a statement lad-
en with urgency and political 
weight, warned that the ex-
piration of the New START 
Treaty marks a “grave mo-
ment” for global peace and 
security.

A Proactive Approach to Nuclear 
Workforce Development
In an era where energy security and 
technological sovereignty have be-
come paramount concerns for de-
veloping nations, Namibia is chart-
ing a distinctly forward-looking 
course. � e University of Namib-

ia’s (UNAM) establishment of the 
School of Applied Nuclear Sciences 
(SANS) represents more than an ac-
ademic initiative, it signals the emer-
gence of a comprehensive national 
strategy to position Namibia as a sig-
ni� cant player in the global nuclear 
sector.

As the country considers nuclear en-
ergy as part of its long-term energy 
portfolio, UNAM is addressing what 
many nations discover too late: nu-
clear infrastructure requires human 
infrastructure � rst. � e creation of 
SANS demonstrates a sophisticated 
understanding that nuclear readi-

ness begins not with reactor con-
struction, but with workforce culti-
vation.

His words were not mere dip-
lomatic caution. � ey carried 
the drama of a world sudden-
ly stripped of a framework 
that had, since the Cold War, 
prevented catastrophe. “For 
the � rst time in more than 
half a century, we face a world 
without any binding limits on 
the strategic nuclear arsenals 
of the Russian Federation and 
the United States of Amer-
ica,” Guterres declared. � e 
symbolism was stark: two su-
perpowers, together holding 
the vast majority of nuclear 
weapons, now free of veri� -
cation regimes, inspections, 
and caps that once kept their 
rivalry in check.

Nuclear Dawn 
� e clock struck midnight and with it, the last binding limits on 
the world’s two largest nuclear arsenals dissolved into history. 
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For decades, the vast nat-
ural wealth of Turkana 
County has coexisted with 
deep poverty and exclu-
sion. Long viewed through 
the lens of hardship and 
remoteness, the region has 
o� en featured in national 
conversations as a symbol 
of developmental failures.
Devolution has begun to 
shi�  that narrative by plac-
ing decision-making closer 
to communities and open-
ing new pathways for inclu-
sive growth to communities 
that waited too long on the 
margins.
� e near rati� cation and 
rollout of the Field Devel-
opment Plan (FDP) for the 
South Lokichar oil � elds, 
led by Gulf Energy and 
grounded in Kenya’s regu-
latory framework, marks a 
watershed moment for Tur-
kana.
We stand on the verge of 
demonstrating what inclu-
sive, locally rooted resource 
development can achieve. 
� is project represents 
more than oil extraction; 
it signals the possibility of 
transforming resource dis-
covery into shared pros-
perity within a short and 
narrowing window of op-
portunity.
� is urgency is real as in-
vestments in fossil fuels, 
particularly in frontier mar-
kets, are rapidly dwindling 
in favour of renewable en-
ergy options. Where tens 
of investors once sought to 
partner with us, today, only 
Gulf Energy E&P BV re-
mains the sole entity willing 
to commit resources to our 
oil potential.
� is moment is therefore 
the result of years of � rm, 
consistent advocacy by 
county leadership to ensure 
that natural resource de-
velopment creates value at 
source. � e recent passage 
of the Turkana County Lo-
cal Content Act 2024 was a 
deliberate milestone toward 
that goal. It ensures that 
the people of Turkana re-
ceive not only revenue but 
meaningful participation 

across the value chain, from 
employment and supply of 
goods and services to enter-
prise growth and technolo-
gy transfer.
Across Africa, extractive 
industries have o� en been 
dominated by external ac-
tors, with bene� ts � owing 
outward faster than oppor-
tunities reach local com-
munities. When designed 
and enforced with integrity, 
local content policies can 
reverse this pattern, as seen 
in Ghana, where thousands 
of direct jobs and new pe-
troleum sector enterprises 
have emerged.
Lessons abound, reminding 
us that resource wealth, un-
derpinned by robust local 
content frameworks, trans-
lates into skills, opportuni-
ties, and durable economic 
strength for local commu-
nities. Without clear frame-
works and accountable en-
forcement, the promise of 
prosperity hangs in the air.
Turkana has chosen this 

alternative path with local 
content embedded in coun-
ty law, we require credible 
partners to operationalise 
and uphold these commit-
ments. Projections within 
the FDP, aligned with our 
county legislation, indi-
cate that between 2026 and 
2050, Turkana County and 
its communities could re-
ceive approximately $216 
million in direct allocations 
under the national reve-
nue-sharing model. Added 
to taxes, levies and other 
� scal in� ows, these resourc-
es will be channelled into 
long-term investments in 
infrastructure and human 
capital capable of sparking 
generational transforma-
tion.
� is transformation aligns 
with my nine-point devel-
opment agenda, especial-
ly emphasising Water as a 
Universal Right. � rough 
this project, communities 
will access water from Turk-
well Dam, supporting both 

domestic use and irrigation, 
thereby enhancing water 
security, food production, 
and livelihoods. � e broad-
er agenda encompasses 
Food Security; Peace Build-
ing and Con� ict Resolu-
tion; Health and Sanitation; 
Education and Child Pro-
tection; Land, Minerals and 
Natural Resources Man-
agement; Trade and Enter-
prise Development; Wealth 
Creation and County Rev-
enue Enhancement; and 
Collaboration and Strategic 
Partnerships. � ese pillars 
collectively shape the de-
velopment path we envisage 
for Turkana.
Revenue alone will not de-
� ne our success, and true 
local content requires ded-
icated, ring-fenced quotas 
that guarantee business 
opportunities for local en-
terprises across employ-
ment and procurement. � e 
Gulf Energy Local Content 
Plan (LCP) outlined in the 
FDP must therefore be im-

plemented progressively, 
consistently, and with full 
transparency. We welcome 
investors to explore Turka-
na’s vast potential, the cra-
dle of humanity, and to con-
tribute meaningfully to our 
development agenda by ex-
panding opportunities and 
deepening the participation 
of our people.
To us, the FDP is more than 
a technical document; it 
signi� es a long-term part-
nership between investors, 
national and county gov-
ernments, and most impor-
tantly, the people of Turka-
na. Our duty as leaders is to 
ensure that this partnership 
results in shared prosperity, 
strengthens economic foun-
dations and creates a future 
where every Turkana child 
can grow, learn, work and 
thrive with dignity.

� e writer is the Governor 
of Turkana County Govern-
ment.

Local Content as a Catalyst for Inclusive 
Development in Turkana

Turkana governor Jeremiah Lomorukai

Worth
Noting:

• � e near rati� ca-
tion and rollout of the Field 
Development Plan (FDP) 
for the South Lokichar oil 
� elds, led by Gulf Energy 
and grounded in Kenya’s 
regulatory framework, 
marks a watershed moment 
for Turkana.
• We stand on the 
verge of demonstrating what 
inclusive, locally rooted 
resource development 
can achieve. � is project 
represents more than oil 
extraction; it signals the 
possibility of transforming 
resource discovery into 
shared prosperity within a 
short and narrowing win-
dow of opportunity.
• � is urgency is real 
as investments in fossil 
fuels, particularly in frontier 
markets, are rapidly dwin-
dling in favour of renewable 
energy options. Where tens 
of investors once sought to 
partner with us, today, only 
Gulf Energy E&P BV re-
mains the sole entity willing 
to commit resources to our 
oil potential.

By: Jeremiah Lomorukai
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Venezuela Probes U.S. Military Raid � at Seized 
Maduro

Caracas

Caracas awoke on January 3 to a 
jolt that reverberated far beyond its 
borders: a U.S. military operation 
that culminated in the seizure of 
President Nicolás Maduro and his 
wife, Cilia Flores. � e shockwaves of 
that night have not subsided. Now, 
Venezuela’s Defense Minister Vlad-
imir Padrino López has con� rmed 
that an investigation is under way, 
a probe that he insists will “allow 
the country to learn, evaluate and 
make adjustments” to the trans-
formation plan for the Bolivarian 
National Armed Forces. His words, 
delivered on National Dignity Day, 
carried both de� ance and unease — 
a recognition that Venezuela’s sover-
eignty had been pierced by what he 
described as “extremely high tech-
nology.”
� e announcement was more than 
bureaucratic formality. It was a dec-
laration of intent, a signal to allies 
and adversaries alike that Caracas 
would not let the January 3 opera-
tion fade into silence. For a nation 
long de� ned by its tense relationship 
with Washington, the incident has 
become a crucible moment, testing 
the resilience of Venezuela’s institu-
tions and the credibility of its lead-
ership.
Details of the U.S. operation remain 
murky. American o�  cials have of-
fered little beyond con� rmation that 
“a targeted mission” was carried out, 
citing national security concerns. 
Venezuelan state media has por-
trayed the raid as an act of aggres-
sion, a violation of international law, 
and a continuation of Washington’s 
decades-long campaign to under-
mine the Bolivarian revolution. 
Witnesses in Caracas reported un-
usual aerial activity on the night of 

January 3, with drones and low-� y-
ing aircra�  seen near the presiden-
tial compound. By dawn, Maduro 
and Flores were gone, whisked away 
in what Venezuelan o�  cials later 
described as a “kidnapping.” � e 
Pentagon has neither con� rmed nor 
denied the use of advanced drone 
technology, but analysts point to the 
Defense Minister’s reference to “ex-
tremely high technology” as a clue 
that electronic warfare and preci-
sion surveillance played a role.
� e seizure of Maduro has plunged 
Venezuela into political uncertainty. 
While Vice President Delcy Rodrí-
guez has sought to project stability, 
declaring that “the revolution con-
tinues,” the absence of the presi-
dent has le�  a vacuum. Supporters 
of the government have rallied in 
the streets, chanting slogans of re-
sistance, while opposition � gures 
have cautiously suggested that the 
moment could mark a turning point 
in Venezuela’s long crisis. Interna-
tionally, reactions have been divid-
ed. Russia and China condemned 
the U.S. operation, calling it a vi-
olation of sovereignty. Moscow’s 
foreign ministry described it as “a 
reckless escalation,” while Beijing 
urged Washington to “respect in-
ternational norms.” In contrast, sev-
eral Latin American governments, 
including Colombia and Brazil, ex-
pressed muted support, framing the 
operation as a step toward restoring 
democracy.
Padrino’s remarks were timed to co-
incide with National Dignity Day, 
a symbolic occasion commemorat-
ing Venezuela’s resistance against 
foreign intervention. � e choice 
of venue was deliberate: to cast the 
investigation not merely as a bu-
reaucratic exercise but as part of a 
broader narrative of de� ance. “We 
will learn, we will evaluate, and we 
will adjust,” he declared, his words 
echoing across a military parade 
ground � lled with soldiers in cer-

emonial dress. � e Defense Min-
ister’s emphasis on transformation 
re� ects a longstanding ambition 
to modernize Venezuela’s armed 
forces. Yet the January 3 operation 
has exposed vulnerabilities, raising 
questions about the military’s abili-
ty to defend against technologically 
advanced adversaries.
In Washington, o�  cials have 
framed the operation as a necessary 
measure against a regime accused 
of corruption, human rights abus-
es, and ties to narcotics tra�  cking. 
� e State Department reiterated its 
position that Maduro’s government 
is illegitimate, pointing to disput-
ed elections and the suppression of 
dissent. Still, the decision to seize 
a sitting head of state marks a dra-
matic escalation. Legal scholars have 
debated the implications, with some 
arguing that the move sets a danger-
ous precedent in international rela-
tions. Others contend that Maduro’s 
alleged crimes justify extraordinary 
measures.
For ordinary Venezuelans, the epi-
sode has added another layer of un-
certainty to daily life already marked 
by economic hardship and political 
instability. In� ation remains ram-
pant, basic goods are scarce, and 
millions have � ed the country in 
recent years. � e seizure of Madu-
ro has sparked both hope and fear: 
hope that change may � nally come, 
fear that the nation could descend 
into deeper turmoil. In the barrios 
of Caracas, conversations oscillate 
between disbelief and resignation. 
“We woke up and the president was 
gone,” said one shopkeeper. “It feels 
like we are living in a movie.” Oth-
ers expressed skepticism, suggesting 
that Maduro’s disappearance might 
be temporary or part of a larger po-
litical maneuver.
As the investigation unfolds, Ven-
ezuela faces a daunting set of chal-
lenges. � e military must confront 
its vulnerabilities, the government 

must navigate a leadership crisis, 
and the nation must grapple with its 
place in a world where sovereignty is 
increasingly contested. For Padrino, 
the task is formidable. His promise 
to “make adjustments” suggests a 
recognition that Venezuela’s armed 
forces must adapt to new realities. 
Whether that means investing in cy-
ber defense, expanding drone capa-
bilities, or forging deeper alliances 
with Russia and China remains to 
be seen.
What is clear is that the January 3 
operation has altered the trajectory 
of Venezuelan politics. It has ex-
posed the fragility of the Maduro 
regime, highlighted the reach of U.S. 
military power, and underscored the 
volatility of a region where ideolog-

ical battles continue to shape des-
tinies. � e seizure of Nicolás Mad-
uro and Cilia Flores was not just a 
dramatic episode in Venezuela’s 
ongoing saga. It was a moment that 
crystallized the tensions between 
sovereignty and intervention, be-
tween de� ance and vulnerability. 
As the investigation proceeds, the 
world watches closely, aware that 
the outcome will reverberate far be-
yond Caracas. For Venezuela, the 
stakes could not be higher. � e na-
tion stands at a crossroads, its future 
uncertain, its dignity tested, its resil-
ience on trial.

By: David James
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Dr. Shubham’s Strings Not Attached Now Travels 
to Readers � rough Jaipur Kitaabi Karwan

Karoki Taking � e Lead At Mount Kenya University

In a world increasingly shaped by 
arti� cial intelligence and algorith-
mic living, Dr. Shubham brings the 
focus back to something profound-
ly human—emotional intelligence 
and inner awareness. A doctor by 
profession and a thinker by instinct, 
he now reaches readers in a unique 
way as his debut book, Strings Not 
Attached, is showcased and available 
at Jaipur Kitaabi Karwan, an innova-
tive mobile bookstore caravan rede-
� ning literary access.
Launched on 23rd December and 
earlier featured at the New Delhi 
Book Fair, the book’s journey now 
mirrors its message—moving be-
yond rigid structures and conven-
tional boundaries.
 Currently pursuing his postgrad-
uate residency in Radiodiagnosis, 
one of the most demanding medical 
specializations, Dr. Shubham chose 
to honor a rare commitment during 
his most intense year: writing and 
publishing his � rst book.
Balancing sleepless shi� s, emotion-
al exhaustion, and clinical respon-
sibilities, he explores the invisible 
architecture of the human psyche—
emotional conditioning, recurring 

patterns, and inherited beliefs that 
shape our lives. His work asks essen-
tial questions about freedom, rela-
tionships, and self-awareness.
With its inclusion in Jaipur Kita-
abi Karwan, Strings Not Attached 
becomes part of a cultural move-
ment—bringing meaningful con-
versations directly to people. � is 
is more than a book on display; it is 
a dialogue on emotional freedom, 
traveling where it is needed most.

In an era where student leadership 
is increasingly de� ned by vision, 
accountability, and the courage to 
challenge the status quo, one name 
is steadily rising within Mount Ken-
ya University (MKU) circles both 
at home and in the diaspora: Alex 
Karoki. An aspiring President of 
the Mount Kenya University Stu-
dents Association (MKUSA), Karo-
ki represents a new generation of 
leadership rooted in service, inclu-
sivity, and results-driven action. As 
the MKUSA 26/27 elections draw 
closer, his message is resonating far 
beyond the university gates—reach-
ing parents, alumni, and Kenyans 
abroad who are keenly watching the 
future of youth leadership.
Alex Karoki’s journey is not framed 
by privilege or political inheritance, 
but by consistent engagement with 
students and a deep understanding 
of their everyday struggles. From ac-
ademic concerns and welfare issues 
to representation and institutional 
transparency, Karoki has positioned 

himself as a listening leader—one 
who believes that the student voice is 
not a slogan but a responsibility. His 
campaign theme centers on restor-
ing trust between student leadership 
and university administration while 
ensuring that students remain at the 
heart of every decision.
What sets Karoki apart is his � rm 
belief that Mount Kenya University 
is more than an institution of learn-
ing—it is a community. He argues 
that leadership must be visible, ac-
cessible, and accountable. Over the 
past months, he has actively engaged 
students across di� erent campuses 
through open forums, informal di-
alogues, and consultative meetings 
aimed at understanding real issues 
a� ecting learners.
Members of the Kenyan diaspora, 
many of whom are parents, spon-
sors, and alumni of MKU, have tak-
en note. In various diaspora forums 
and associations, Karoki’s name fre-
quently comes up as an example of 
ethical, articulate, and people-cen-
tered leadership.
Central to Karoki’s agenda is student 
empowerment. He has consistently 
spoken about strengthening plat-
forms that connect students with 
opportunities such as leadership 

development, innovation spaces, 
mentorship, and collaboration with 
alumni and industry players.
Karoki is also vocal about inclusivi-
ty. In a diverse university like MKU, 
he emphasizes that leadership must 
re� ect and respect all students re-
gardless of background, campus, or 
social status.
Another pillar of his leadership 
philosophy is transparency. He ad-
vocates for clear communication 
on student funds, decision-making 
processes, and policy engagements 
with the administration.
Beyond campus politics, Alex Karo-
ki symbolizes a broader shi�  in Ken-
yan youth leadership. His candidacy 
re� ects aspirations for fairness, in-
tegrity, and service.
As the MKUSA elections approach, 
momentum continues to build 
around Karoki’s campaign. His slo-
gan captures this spirit: leadership 
that listens, acts, and delivers.
For the Kenyan diaspora, Alex Karo-
ki’s journey is a reminder that mean-
ingful leadership begins early. Many 
see not just a student leader in the 
making, but a symbol of hope—a 
young Kenyan ready to take the lead 
and leave Mount Kenya University 
stronger than he found it.

UNIVERSITY

Dr.Shubham A Gadekar

Alex Karoki

By: Diaspora Times Team
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3D Trio Rocks: Daring, Discipline And Dedication 
Trio Rocks !

Motivation

You must have heard and 
known the word 3D in this 
era of technology, you must 
have heard 3D design, 3D 
painting, 3D movie, etc. In 
3D we can watch and enjoy 
the whole thing or paint-
ing or movie with varia-
tion. I am talking about 
three-dimensional here in 
the term of technology. Es-
pecially, I have felt the 3D 
e� ect in a movie and I have 
enjoyed watching the � lm 
of Spider-Man. I have also 
watched from a di� erent an-
gle in a 3D painting. It’s just 
magic! In an angle, I have 
watched two white birds 
but in another angle I have 
watched a beautiful lake. I 
have also seen a 3D writing 
pad. Many people may have 
enjoyed all these 3D things.
Just like this, in our life 3D 
rocks! Now let me tell you 
that this is a trio of three 
qualities: Daring, Discipline, 
and Dedication. Every-
where, every time, any time, 
in any situation, in anybody, 
Daring is required. At pres-
ent, in any work, Daring is 
needed. Dare to live is the 
biggest requirement during 
the present time. People 
must dare to live in life. � e 
� rst reason is that life is eas-
ier and the easiest compared 
to the past because there are 
many facilities that people 
wanted in the past but they 
could not get. In reverse, 
people can get more and 
the most comfortable facili-
ties to live their lives. So life 
is easier and the easiest. I 
mean the age of the present 
time is worth living cheer-
fully. � ere are many tourist 
places where people can en-
joy their free time. If you feel 
lonely, gadgets like TV, mo-
bile phone, laptop, etc. will 
help to give you company.
� ough there are many fa-
cilitated tourist places and 
instruments of enjoyment, 
if you notice there are many 
problems in people’s lives 
altogether. Due to gadgets, 
relationships don’t last long, 
some relations are broken 
too. A person becomes lone-
ly so he or she feels sadness, 
depression, and broken-
ness. In the end, the person 
loses hope and courage. At 
this point, Dare to live life 
is helpful. In the same way, 
facilities are increasing and 
the tolerance power and 
the skill of adjustment are 
decreasing in adverse situa-
tions.
If you want success and 
achievement in life, dare 
to dream, dare to try once 
more, dare to speak, dare 
to present yourself in pub-
lic, these all will help us. 
Let’s take the latest example 

of our ISRO scientist mis-
sion Chandrayaan. It had 
become successful and we 
know about the moon’s land 
and the moon has water. 
� en Chandrayaan-2 was 
launched under the lead-
ership of Dr. K. Sivan, the 
head of ISRO, but it did not 
reach the moon safely. On 
the moon, K. Sivan cried 
with grief due to this failure 
but Narendra Modi con-
soled him a lot, hugging and 
patting his back. I watched 
K. Sivan cry more but Modi 
said a few words of motiva-
tion and encouraged him 
once again and consoled 
him for � ve minutes! � en 
Modi gave a speech to all 
the scientists that this is not 
the end but this is the begin-
ning. He also told them that 
ISRO had done it success-
fully before this, so they can 
do it still. I personally want 
to give credit to K. Sivan and 
his team of Chandrayaan-2 
because if they hadn’t 
dared to dream and tried 
once more, Chandrayaan-3 
would not have been suc-
cessful.
Generally, many people 
only worship the rising sun 
but we should not approach 
only that and we should 
learn to respect constant ef-

forts, endless e� orts, and we 
should respect those people 
who do endless e� orts too, 
like the scientists of Chan-
drayaan-2. Now, it’s time to 
salute and respect the sci-
entists of Chandrayaan-3 
because they dared to dream 
and dared to try once again, 
improving mistakes. � e 
original and the � rst im-
portant quality is daring 
because many qualities are 
original from daring. Not 
only daring of the scientists 
of Chandrayaan-3 worked 
but also their discipline and 
dedication also worked for 
this achievement.
� ey worked hard for 3 
years a� er Chandrayaan-2 
failed. By untiring e� orts 
a� er daring, this type of 
discipline to keep working 
hard for the next mission is 
outstanding. Mainly in our 
country Bharat, people are 
impressed with actors or 
actresses or cricketers. � ey 
make wrong people their 
idols because real idols and 
heroes are our scientists 
who serve our nation with 
this type of commitment. 
I want to say the govern-
ment of our country India 
(Bharat) itself is responsible 
when it does not value our 
scientists more, it is a sad 

thing for us. I want to give a 
special grand salute for giv-
ing the most credit and val-
ue to this government and 
especially to Modi because 
this time the whole country 
almost watched when Chan-
drayaan-3 mission became 
successful. People forgot 
about their religions, their 
castes, and other things and 
felt proud by watching on 
TV channels and YouTube 
in the number of crores.
� ough the government val-
ues ISRO and our scientists 
and respects them, it gives 
only a � � h part of the sal-
ary compared to European 
countries and America. � e 
government does not give 
more budget to the inven-
tion of science, this is its 
proof. One advantage will 
be that more money and 
then more budget will be 
available in the future. Our 
scientists are the most disci-
plined and the most talented 
because they work for our 
nation. In 6 billion, a Hol-
lywood � lm can’t be made, 
and our scientists reached 
the moon in 6 billion. � is 
all happens with discipline.
If daring and discipline had 
been enough, many people 
would have got achieve-
ments of this type, but 

tremendous dedication is 
also required for the moon 
mission. � e scientists ded-
icated their food and sleep 
for days together. � ey also 
dedicated their emotional 
bond with their families. 
Have you ever noticed their 
clothes? Male scientists wear 
simple shirt-pant and fe-
male scientists wear saree. 
� is is also called dedication 
in modern times. At the end, 
for three months they did 
not go to their homes and 
worked hard, making their 
day and night the same. 
� ey didn’t care how they 
looked, how they kept their 
hairstyle because they didn’t 
have time at all for these 
things. � ey only kept a goal 
to serve people by doing re-
search and inventing new 
things. Only scientists and 
mathematicians are such 
professionals who use their 
brain the most. What a ded-
ication it is!
In life, if you want to do 
anything, if you want to get 
achievement and success, 
these three qualities will 
help you: Daring, Discipline, 
and Dedication.

So, 3D trio rocks!

Worth
Noting:

• Just like this, in 
our life 3D rocks! Now 
let me tell you that this is 
a trio of three qualities: 
Daring, Discipline, and 
Dedication. Everywhere, 
every time, any time, in 
any situation, in anybody, 
Daring is required. At 
present, in any work, Dar-
ing is needed. Dare to live 
is the biggest requirement 
during the present time. 
• People must dare 
to live in life. � e � rst 
reason is that life is easier 
and the easiest compared 
to the past because there 
are many facilities that 
people wanted in the past 
but they could not get. In 
reverse, people can get 
more and the most com-
fortable facilities to live 
their lives. So life is easier 
and the easiest. I mean 
the age of the present time 
is worth living cheerfully. 
� ere are many tourist 
places where people can 
enjoy their free time. If 
you feel lonely, gadgets 
like TV, mobile phone, 
laptop, etc. will help to 
give you company.

By: Manish Dudhagara 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Nuclear Dawn Without Restraint:
UN Chief Warns of Grave Moment as 
Treaty Expires

Worth
Noting:

• � e New START 
Treaty, signed in 2010 
and entering into force in 
2011, had capped deployed 
strategic nuclear warheads 
at 1,550 for each side and 
limited delivery systems 
such as intercontinental 
ballistic missiles, subma-
rine-launched missiles, and 
heavy bombers. It also pro-
vided mechanisms for veri� -
cation, ensuring transparen-
cy and reducing mistrust. Its 
expiration leaves diplomats 
and security experts warn-
ing of a return to unchecked 
nuclear competition, a 
scenario unseen since the 
height of the Cold War.
• � roughout the 
Cold War and its a� ermath, 
agreements like SALT I, 
SALT II, and START I 
dismantled thousands of 
nuclear weapons and built a 
fragile architecture of trust. 
Guterres reminded the 
world of that legacy, noting 
that arms control “drasti-
cally improved the security 
of all peoples, not least the 
populations of the United 
States and the Russian Fed-
eration.” � e unraveling of 
that architecture, he warned, 
comes at a time of height-
ened geopolitical tension, 
eroding trust, and the high-
est risk of nuclear weapons 
use in decades.

� e New START Treaty, 
signed in 2010 and enter-
ing into force in 2011, had 
capped deployed strategic 
nuclear warheads at 1,550 
for each side and limited 
delivery systems such as in-
tercontinental ballistic mis-
siles, submarine-launched 
missiles, and heavy bomb-
ers. It also provided mech-
anisms for veri� cation, 
ensuring transparency and 
reducing mistrust. Its expi-
ration leaves diplomats and 
security experts warning of 
a return to unchecked nu-
clear competition, a scenar-
io unseen since the height of 
the Cold War.
� roughout the Cold War 
and its a� ermath, agree-
ments like SALT I, SALT 
II, and START I disman-
tled thousands of nuclear 
weapons and built a fragile 
architecture of trust. Gu-
terres reminded the world 
of that legacy, noting that 
arms control “drastically 
improved the security of all 
peoples, not least the popu-
lations of the United States 
and the Russian Federation.” 
� e unraveling of that archi-
tecture, he warned, comes 
at a time of heightened geo-
political tension, eroding 
trust, and the highest risk of 
nuclear weapons use in de-
cades.
� e timing could hard-
ly be worse. Russia’s war 
in Ukraine has already 
strained relations with the 
West, while Washington 
has accused Moscow of vi-
olating arms control norms. 
Meanwhile, China’s rapid 
nuclear expansion adds a 
new dimension to the strate-
gic equation, raising fears of 
a three-way arms race. An-
alysts at the Stockholm In-
ternational Peace Research 
Institute (SIPRI) have cau-
tioned that without limits, 
modernization programs in 
Washington and Moscow 
could accelerate, pushing 
the world toward a destabi-
lizing spiral of escalation.
Yet Guterres sought to inject 
a sliver of hope. “Even in 
this moment of uncertainty, 
we must search for hope,” 
he said, describing the ex-
piration as an opportunity 
to “reset and create an arms 
control regime � t for a rap-
idly evolving context.” His 
appeal echoed calls from 
non-nuclear states and civil 
society groups urging Wash-
ington and Moscow to re-
turn to negotiations.
Diplomatic reactions have 
been swi� . European lead-
ers expressed alarm, with 
Germany’s foreign minis-

ter warning that “Europe is 
once again caught between 
nuclear giants without a 
safety net.” NATO o�  cials 
stressed the need for dia-
logue, while China urged 
restraint, calling on both 
powers to “avoid a return 
to Cold War confronta-
tion.” In contrast, hawks in 
Washington argued that the 
treaty had constrained U.S. 
capabilities while Russia al-
legedly cheated, suggesting 
that its expiration could al-
low America to modernize 
without restrictions.
� e political weight of the 
moment is undeniable. For 
decades, arms control agree-
ments were not just techni-
cal documents but symbols 
of a world striving to avoid 
annihilation. � eir collapse 
signals a shi�  toward a more 
dangerous era, where mis-
trust and brinkmanship may 
replace transparency and re-
straint.
Experts warn that the ab-
sence of limits could lead 
to miscalculations. Without 
inspections, each side may 
assume the worst about the 
other’s capabilities, prompt-
ing preemptive buildups. 
“It is the classic security di-
lemma,” said a former U.S. 
negotiator. “When you don’t 
know what the other side is 
doing, you prepare for the 
worst, and that preparation 
itself becomes a threat.”
� e expiration also raises 
questions about the future 
of non-proliferation. � e 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT), already under 
strain, depends on the cred-
ibility of nuclear powers to 
reduce arsenals. With New 
START gone, critics argue 
that Washington and Mos-
cow risk undermining the 

very foundation of global 
non-proliferation e� orts.
In Moscow, o�  cials framed 
the expiration as the fault 
of Washington, accusing 
the U.S. of failing to engage 
in serious negotiations. 
Russian state media por-
trayed the lapse as evidence 
of Western hostility, while 
Kremlin insiders suggested 
that Russia would pursue 
its own modernization pro-
grams without constraint. In 
Washington, the Biden ad-
ministration expressed re-
gret but insisted that Russia’s 
actions had made renewal 
impossible.
For ordinary citizens, the 
expiration may feel ab-
stract, yet its implications 
are profound. � e absence 
of limits means that the nu-
clear shadow grows longer, 
touching every corner of the 
globe. From European cap-
itals to Asian metropolises, 
the fear of miscalculation or 
escalation looms larger.
� e symbolism of Guterres’ 
warning on the day the 
treaty expired cannot be 
overstated. Delivered as the 
clock struck midnight, it 
was a reminder that history 
does not pause. � e world 
has entered a new nuclear 
dawn, one without restraint, 
one where the lessons of the 
past risk being forgotten.
Whether Washington and 
Moscow heed the call to re-
turn to the negotiating table 
remains uncertain. What is 
clear is that the expiration of 
New START has altered the 
strategic landscape, usher-
ing in a grave moment that 
will de� ne global security 
for years to come.
� e broader implications 
extend beyond the two su-
perpowers. Regional powers 

such as India, Pakistan, and 
North Korea may interpret 
the absence of limits as tacit 
permission to expand their 
own arsenals. Already, intel-
ligence reports suggest that 
Pyongyang is accelerating 
its missile testing program, 
while Islamabad and New 
Delhi continue to modern-
ize delivery systems. � e 
ripple e� ect of New START’s 
expiration could therefore 
destabilize regions far re-
moved from Washington 
and Moscow.
Civil society groups have re-
sponded with urgency. � e 
International Campaign to 
Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
(ICAN), which won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2017, 
issued a statement urging 
renewed commitment to 
disarmament. “� e expira-
tion of New START is not 
just a bilateral issue,” ICAN 
said. “It is a global crisis that 
demands collective action.”
Meanwhile, academics and 
historians have drawn paral-
lels to the early 1980s, when 
the absence of arms control 
agreements coincided with a 
dangerous escalation of ten-
sions between the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union. � en, as 
now, the risk of miscalcula-
tion was high, and the world 
lived under the shadow of 
nuclear brinkmanship. � e 
di� erence today is the pres-
ence of new technologies — 
cyber warfare, hypersonic 
missiles, and arti� cial intel-
ligence — that complicate 
deterrence and increase the 
risk of accidental escalation.
� e expiration of New 
START also raises ques-
tions about leadership. Can 
Washington and Moscow 
muster the political will to 
negotiate a successor trea-

ty? Will domestic politics 
in both countries allow for 
compromise? In the U.S., 
partisan divisions over for-
eign policy complicate con-
sensus, while in Russia, the 
Kremlin’s focus on Ukraine 
may limit its appetite for 
arms control.
Yet history suggests that 
even in moments of deep 
mistrust, arms control has 
been possible. � e SALT 
talks of the 1970s occurred 
amid intense Cold War ri-
valry. � e INF Treaty of 
1987 was signed at a time of 
ideological confrontation. If 
leaders could � nd common 
ground then, advocates ar-
gue, they can do so now.
For Guterres, the expiration 
of New START is both a 
warning and a call to action. 
His appeal to “reset and cre-
ate an arms control regime 
� t for a rapidly evolving 
context” re� ects a recog-
nition that the old frame-
works may no longer su�  ce. 
A new treaty, he suggested, 
must account for emerging 
technologies, new nuclear 
actors, and the complexities 
of multipolar geopolitics.
As the world absorbs the 
gravity of the moment, one 
truth stands out: the expi-
ration of New START is not 
the end of arms control, but 
a test of whether humanity 
can learn from its past. � e 
stakes are existential. � e 
choices made in Washing-
ton, Moscow, and beyond 
will determine whether the 
nuclear dawn of 2026 be-
comes an era of restraint or 
a descent into unchecked 
proliferation.
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Pedagogical Conditions For Using Project-Based 
Technology In Teaching Literature

Uzbekistan’s Adolat Party and the Politics of Social 
Justice

� is article provides a theoretical 
and methodological analysis of the 
pedagogical conditions for using 
project-based technology in the 
process of teaching literature. � e 
didactic potential of project-based 
learning in developing students’ 
independent thinking, creative 
abilities, and literary–aesthetic 
competence is examined. Particu-
lar attention is paid to the organi-
zational, methodological, and psy-
chological factors necessary for the 
e� ective implementation of project 
activities in literature classes. � e 
study substantiates the alignment of 
project-based technology with the 

competency-based approach and 
contemporary educational require-
ments.

          Keywords: project-based learn-
ing, literature education, pedagogi-
cal conditions, creative competence, 
independent learning, interdisci-
plinary integration.

          Introduction
In modern education, increasing 
students’ learning autonomy and 
transforming them into active par-
ticipants in the educational process 
has become a priority. In litera-
ture education, special emphasis is 
placed on developing students’ aes-
thetic perception, literary thinking, 
and communicative competence. In 
this context, project-based technol-
ogy emerges as an e� ective innova-
tive pedagogical approach that en-
hances the quality and e� ectiveness 
of literature instruction.
Project-based learning enables 
students to integrate theoretical 
knowledge with practical activities 
through independent inquiry and 
creative tasks. � is approach con-
tributes to the development of crit-
ical thinking skills and encourages 
learners to express their personal 
interpretations of literary works.
      �  Didactic Potential of Proj-
ect-Based Technology in Literature 

Education
Project-based technology is orient-
ed toward solving problem-based 
tasks and fostering active cognitive 
engagement. In literature classes, 
project activities promote in-depth 
analysis of literary texts, exploration 
of character systems, interpretation 
of authorial ideas, and the formula-
tion of individual viewpoints.
       � rough project work, students 
engage in presentations, creative 
writing, dramatizations, and re-
search-oriented tasks. As a result, 
their literary knowledge becomes 
systematized, and their independent 
learning competence is signi� cantly 
enhanced.
     �Pedagogical Conditions for Im-
plementing Project-Based Technol-
ogy  
Project activities should be designed 
in accordance with clearly articulat-
ed educational goals. In literature 
teaching, project objectives must fo-
cus on developing students’ literary 
thinking and reinforcing theoretical 
knowledge through practical appli-
cation.
        �Consideration of Students’ In-
dividual Characteristics
� e selection of project topics 
should take into account students’ 
age, cognitive abilities, and interests. 
� is approach increases motivation 
and ensures active participation in 

project activities.
�Creation of a Motivational Learn-
ing Environment
       � e e� ective use of project-based 
learning requires a supportive and 
motivating educational environ-
ment. Problem-based questions, 
real-life contexts, and creative tasks 
play a crucial role in stimulating 
learners’ interest.
�Teacher’s Role as Facilitator and 
Advisor
Within project-based learning, the 
teacher acts not as a controller but 
as a facilitator and consultant who 
guides students throughout the 
learning process. � is role fosters 
learners’ independence and respon-
sibility.
         �Integration of Individual and 
Collaborative Activities
Project-based activities should com-
bine individual and group work to 
develop cooperation, communica-
tion skills, and a sense of responsi-
bility among students.
        �Ensuring Interdisciplinary In-
tegration
Project-based technology allows 
literature education to be integrat-
ed with history, art, and linguistics. 
Such interdisciplinary connections 
contribute to the formation of holis-
tic knowledge and broaden students’ 
perspectives.
�Systematic Assessment and Re� ec-

tion
      Clear assessment criteria and re-
� ective practices are essential com-
ponents of project-based learning. 
Evaluation of project outcomes and 
self-assessment activities help stu-
dents analyze their learning expe-
riences and improve future perfor-
mance.

Conclusion
In conclusion, the use of proj-
ect-based technology in teaching 
literature plays a signi� cant role in 
fostering students’ creative and crit-
ical thinking skills. � e e� ectiveness 
of this approach largely depends on 
the proper organization of pedagog-
ical conditions. Project-based learn-
ing enhances the quality of literature 
education and aligns it with contem-
porary educational standards and 
competency-based requirements.

Mamatova Mahbuba Abdulboqi qizi
Master’s Degree Student (2nd Year),
Namangan State Pedagogical Insti-
tute.

As Uzbekistan advances political 
and economic reforms, the country’s 
Social Democratic “Adolat” Party 
positions itself as a voice for social 
justice, legal equality, and inclusive 
development within a changing 
multi-party system.
As Central Asia’s most populous na-
tion continues its gradual transfor-
mation, Uzbekistan’s political land-
scape is evolving alongside broader 
social and economic reforms. With-
in this framework, the Adolat Social 
Democratic Party of Uzbekistan oc-
cupies a distinct niche, advocating 
policies centered on social justice, 
rule of law, and state responsibility 
toward citizens.
Founded in 1995, shortly a� er Uz-
bekistan gained independence, 
Adolat emerged at a time when the 
country faced the complex task of 
nation-building amid economic 
transition. � e party’s formation re-
� ected a growing concern that rap-
id reforms should be balanced with 
protections for ordinary citizens, 
particularly in areas such as educa-
tion, healthcare, and labor rights.
Ideologically, Adolat aligns with 
center-le�  social democratic princi-
ples, supporting a socially oriented 
market economy. � e party argues 
that while market mechanisms are 

essential for growth, the state must 
play an active role in ensuring equal 
opportunities and safeguarding vul-
nerable groups. � is stance di� eren-
tiates Adolat from parties that em-
phasize either stronger state control 
or liberal economic policies.
In Uzbekistan’s parliament and lo-
cal councils, Adolat representatives 
have consistently raised issues relat-
ed to judicial fairness, access to pub-
lic services, employment conditions, 
and environmental responsibility. 
Although it is not the country’s larg-
est political force, the party contrib-
utes to legislative debate and policy 
diversity, reinforcing the gradual 
institutionalization of political plu-
ralism.
Public engagement forms another 
pillar of Adolat’s activity. � rough 
forums, outreach programs, and ed-
ucational initiatives, the party seeks 
to raise legal awareness and civic 
participation. Particular emphasis 
is placed on involving youth and 
women, groups increasingly seen as 
drivers of social change in Uzbeki-
stan’s modernization process.
� e broader political environment, 
however, presents challenges. As 
public expectations rise and access 
to information expands, political 
parties face increasing pressure to 

demonstrate practical results rather 
than ideological consistency alone. 
For Adolat, maintaining relevance 
will depend on its ability to translate 
social-democratic values into con-
crete policy outcomes that address 
everyday concerns.
Ultimately, the Adolat Social Dem-

ocratic Party re� ects a wider debate 
within Uzbek society: how to rec-
oncile economic reform with social 
fairness, and how to ensure that 
development bene� ts all segments 
of the population. In this sense, the 
party’s agenda resonates beyond na-
tional borders, echoing global dis-

cussions about justice, governance, 
and inclusive growth.

Gulistan State University
 PhD student
Uzbekistan, Gulistan city

Politics

By: Mamatova Mahbuba Abdulboqi 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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US and Iran talks to begin as fears of direct con� ict 
continue

Senior US and Iranian o�  cials are expected to meet in Oman later for direct talks amid a crisis that has 
raised fears of a military confrontation between the two countries.

US and Iran

Senior US and Iranian o�  -
cials are expected to meet in 
Oman later for direct talks 
amid a crisis that has raised 
fears of a military confronta-
tion between the two coun-
tries.
� e discussions come a� er 
a US military build-up in 
the Middle East in response 
to Iran’s violent repression 
of nationwide anti-govern-
ment protests last month, 
that human rights groups 
say killed many thousands 
of people.
Uncertainty over the loca-
tion and scope had threat-
ened to derail the talks, 
which are part of a diplo-
matic e� ort by regional me-
diators to de-escalate ten-
sions.
Both countries remain far 
apart in their positions. � e 
hope is that, if successful, 
the discussions could lead 
to a framework for negotia-
tions.
� e US, which is demand-
ing Iran freezes its nuclear 
programme and discards 
its stockpile of enriched 
uranium, had said the talks 
should also involve Iran’s 
ballistic missiles, the coun-
try’s support for regional 
armed groups and its treat-
ment of its citizens.
Iran, however, has said the 
discussions will be limited 
to its nuclear programme, 
and it is unclear if these dif-

ferences have been resolved.
In recent weeks, President 
Donald Trump has threat-
ened to bomb Iran if it does 
not reach a deal. � e US has 
sent thousands of troops and 
what Trump has described 
as an “armada” to the region, 
including an aircra�  carrier 
along with other warships as 
well as � ghter jets.
Iran has vowed to respond 
to an attack with force, 
threatening to strike Amer-
ican military assets in the 
Middle East and Israel.
� e Iranian delegation will 
be led by Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araghchi, who 
last week said his country’s 
armed forces were “with 
their � ngers on the trigger”, 
while the US will be rep-
resented by special envoy 
Steve Witko�  and Trump’s 
son-in-law, Jared Kushner.
� is will be the � rst meeting 
involving US and Iranian of-
� cials since the war between 
Israel and Iran last June, 
when the US bombed Iran’s 
three main nuclear facilities.
Iran says its uranium en-
richment activity stopped 
a� er the attacks.
For Iran’s embattled leaders, 
the talks could be the last 
chance to avert US military 
action that could further de-
stabilise the regime, which 
analysts say is in its weak-
est position since it came to 
power following the 1979 

Islamic Revolution.
Trump’s threats came as 
Iran’s security forces bru-
tally repressed large-scale 
demonstrations, which were 
triggered by a deepening 
economic crisis, and saw 
protesters calling for the end 
of the Islamic Republic.
� e Human Rights Activ-
ists News Agency, a Wash-
ington-based group, said 
it had con� rmed at least 
6,883 deaths, warning that 
the number could be much 
higher, and that more than 
50,000 people had been ar-
rested.
� e current crisis has 
brought back to discussions 
the issue of Iran’s nuclear 
programme, which has been 
at the centre of a long-run-
ning dispute with the West.
For decades, Iran has said its 
programme is for peaceful 
purposes, while the US and 
Israel have accused it of be-
ing part of an e� ort to devel-
op a weapon.
Iran says it has the right to 
enrich uranium in its own 
territory and has rejected 
calls for its stockpile of high-
ly enriched uranium – 400kg 
(880lb) – to be transferred to 
a third country.
O�  cials have indicated be-
ing open to concessions, 
which could include the 
creation of a regional con-
sortium for uranium enrich-
ment, as proposed during 

talks with the US that col-
lapsed when Israel launched 
its surprise war last year.
At the same time, Iran says 
demands to limit the coun-
try’s ballistic missile pro-
gramme and to end the 
support for proxies in the 
region – an alliance Teh-
ran calls the “Axis of Resis-
tance” that includes Hamas 
in Gaza, militias in Iraq, 
Hezbollah in Lebanon and 
the Houthis in Yemen – are 
unacceptable and a breach 
of its sovereignty.
On Tuesday, Iranian Pres-
ident Masoud Pezeshkian 
said he had instructed Ara-
ghchi to “pursue fair and 
equitable negotiations” with 
the US, “provided that a 
suitable environment exists”.
In any case, Iran is expect-
ed to demand the li� ing of 
sanctions that have crippled 
its economy. Opponents 
of the regime say any relief 
would give the clerical rulers 
a lifeline.
For the US, the meeting, 
depending on its outcome, 
could o� er an o� ramp for 
Trump from his military 
threats.
Regional countries are con-
cerned that a US strike could 
lead to a wider con� ict or 
long-term chaos in Iran, and 
have warned that air power 
alone will not be able to top-
ple the Iranian leadership.
Asked if Iran’s Supreme 

Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei should be wor-
ried, Trump told NBC News 
on Wednesday: “I would say 
he should be very worried. 
Yeah, he should be”.
US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said the discussions 
would have to go beyond the 
nuclear issue for “something 
meaningful” to be achieved.
“I’m not sure you can reach 
a deal with these guys, but 
we’re going to try to � nd 
out. We don’t see there’s any 
harm in trying to � gure out 
if there’s something that can 
be done,” he said.
� e talks, initially planned 
to be held in Istanbul, are 
an e� ort led by Egypt, Tur-
key and Qatar to defuse ten-
sions.
Iran, however, asked at the 
last minute for the location 
of the meeting to be changed 
to Oman, which hosted dis-
cussions last year, and for it 
to be limited to Iranian and 
American o�  cials.

Worth
Noting:

• � e US, which is 
demanding Iran freezes 
its nuclear programme 
and discards its stockpile 
of enriched uranium, had 
said the talks should also 
involve Iran’s ballistic 
missiles, the country’s 
support for regional 
armed groups and its 
treatment of its citizens.
• Iran, however, has 
said the discussions will 
be limited to its nuclear 
programme, and it is un-
clear if these di� erences 
have been resolved.
• In recent weeks, 
President Donald Trump 
has threatened to bomb 
Iran if it does not reach 
a deal. � e US has sent 
thousands of troops and 
what Trump has de-
scribed as an “armada” to 
the region, including an 
aircra�  carrier along with 
other warships as well as 
� ghter jets.
• Iran has vowed 
to respond to an attack 
with force, threatening to 
strike American military 
assets in the Middle East 
and Israel.

.................................

By: BBC.
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From Uranium Exporter to Knowl-
edge Hub: Namibia’s Strategic 
Transformation

Namibia has long been recognized 
as one of Africa’s major uranium 
producers, ranking among the 
world’s top � ve uranium-exporting 
nations. � e Rössing and Husab 
mines have established the country 
as a reliable supplier to global nucle-
ar fuel markets. However, this min-
ing-focused identity has historically 
limited Namibia’s role to resource 
extraction rather than value-chain 
participation.
� e establishment of SANS marks a 
deliberate pivot from being merely a 
raw material supplier to becoming a 
knowledge economy participant in 
the nuclear sector. � is transforma-
tion mirrors successful transitions 
seen in other resource-rich nations 
that have invested in downstream 
capabilities, from Kazakhstan’s nu-
clear fuel fabrication initiatives to 
Canada’s CANDU reactor expertise 
built upon uranium mining heri-
tage.
Dr. Roswita Hamunyela, SANS 
Project Manager, articulates this 
strategic vision clearly: human ca-
pacity forms the foundation of nu-
clear readiness. � is insight re� ects 
lessons learned from countries like 
the United Arab Emirates, which 
invested heavily in workforce de-
velopment years before its Barakah 
Nuclear Energy Plant became oper-
ational, partnering with institutions 
globally to train Emirati nuclear 
professionals.

Addressing Africa’s Nuclear Skills 
Gap

� e African continent faces a para-
doxical situation in the nuclear sec-
tor. While several nations -including 
South Africa, Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, 
and Nigeria - are actively pursuing 
nuclear energy programs, the region 
su� ers from a severe shortage of 
quali� ed nuclear professionals. � e 
International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA) has repeatedly empha-
sized that human resource develop-
ment represents the most signi� cant 
bottleneck for expanding peaceful 
nuclear applications in Africa.
SANS arrives at a critical juncture. 
South Africa’s nuclear sector, de-
spite decades of experience with 
the Koeberg Nuclear Power Station, 
has struggled with skills retention 
and renewal. Many African coun-

tries exploring nuclear options � nd 
themselves dependent on foreign 
expertise at every level—from reg-
ulatory frameworks to reactor oper-
ations. � is dependency raises con-
cerns about safety, sovereignty, and 
sustainable program management.
By establishing a dedicated nuclear 
education institution aligned with 
IAEA standards, Namibia is posi-
tioning itself to address not only its 
domestic needs but potentially serve 
as a regional training hub. � e mul-
tidisciplinary approach—spanning 
nuclear medicine, radiation protec-
tion, environmental monitoring, ag-
riculture, uranium value-addition, 
and energy systems—re� ects the 
comprehensive skill sets required 
for e� ective nuclear governance.

Global Relevance: Meeting Interna-
tional Nuclear Workforce Challeng-
es

� e timing of SANS’s establishment 
intersects with global nuclear in-
dustry concerns about workforce 
sustainability. � e nuclear sector 
worldwide faces an aging work-
force crisis, with signi� cant portions 
of experienced professionals ap-
proaching retirement. � e Nuclear 
Energy Agency projects substan-
tial workforce gaps across member 
countries through 2040, particularly 
in specialized � elds like nuclear en-
gineering, health physics, and radio-
chemistry.
Namibia’s proactive approach o� ers 
potential collaboration opportuni-
ties for established nuclear nations 
seeking to expand global capaci-
ty. � e school’s emphasis on IAEA 
alignment positions graduates to 
meet international standards, po-
tentially creating pathways for Na-
mibian professionals to contribute 
to global nuclear operations, re-

search institutions, and regulatory 
bodies.
� is model of early, comprehensive 
workforce development contrasts 
sharply with reactive approaches 
seen elsewhere. Countries that have 
introduced nuclear programs with-
out adequate prior human capital 
investment have experienced costly 
delays, safety concerns, and dimin-
ished public con� dence. Vietnam’s 
decision to cancel its nuclear pro-
gram in 2016 was partly attributed 
to insu�  cient domestic technical 
capacity and the high costs of for-
eign dependency.

Multidisciplinary Applications: Be-
yond Energy

SANS’s curriculum scope re� ects 
a sophisticated understanding that 
nuclear science extends far beyond 
electricity generation. � e school’s 
focus areas encompass critical do-
mains where nuclear applications 
deliver immediate developmental 
value:

Nuclear Medicine and Healthcare: 
Radioisotopes play essential roles in 
cancer diagnostics and treatment, 
cardiac imaging, and therapeutic 
interventions. Many African nations 
lack su�  cient nuclear medicine 
specialists, forcing patients to seek 
treatment abroad. UNAM’s gradu-
ates could address regional health-
care gaps while supporting Namib-
ia’s medical services expansion.

Agricultural Innovation: Radiation 
technology enables plant mutation 
breeding, pest sterilization, and 
food preservation. � e IAEA’s Tech-
nical Cooperation Programme has 
successfully deployed these tech-
nologies across developing nations 
to enhance food security. Namib-

ian-trained agricultural nuclear sci-
entists could advance both domestic 
food production and regional agri-
cultural resilience.

Environmental Monitoring: As cli-
mate change intensi� es, nuclear an-
alytical techniques provide precise 
environmental assessment capabil-
ities—measuring pollutants, track-
ing water resources, and monitoring 
ecosystem changes. � ese skills align 
directly with Namibia’s National De-
velopment Plan objectives around 
environmental sustainability.

Industrial Applications: Non-de-
structive testing, process optimi-
zation, and material analysis using 
radiation technologies support 
mining, manufacturing, and infra-
structure development. Namibia’s 
established mining sector could 
bene� t signi� cantly from domesti-
cally trained industrial radiography 
and radiation safety professionals.

� is multifaceted approach ensures 
that SANS graduates � nd immediate 
employment opportunities across 
sectors, creating sustainable career 
pathways that justify the educational 
investment while distributing nucle-
ar expertise throughout the econo-
my.

Institutional Leadership and Strate-
gic Vision

� e involvement of Prof. Dr. Ken-
neth Matengu, UNAM’s Vice-Chan-
cellor, as SANS Project Director sig-
nals institutional commitment at the 
highest level. His emphasis on en-
suring nuclear advancement “with 
its own people, trained to the high-
est international standards, ground-
ed in safety, ethics and public trust” 
re� ects critical lessons from global 

nuclear development.
Public acceptance remains one of 
nuclear energy’s most persistent 
challenges worldwide. Programs 
perceived as externally imposed or 
lacking transparent domestic over-
sight frequently face public oppo-
sition, as seen in various countries 
from Austria to the Philippines. By 
prioritizing national workforce de-
velopment from the outset, Namibia 
is building the domestic expertise 
foundation necessary for informed 
public discourse and trustworthy 
program oversight.
� e school’s operational structure 
under Dr. Hamunyela’s manage-
ment, with explicit alignment to 
IAEA standards and international 
best practices, demonstrates aware-
ness that nuclear programs exist 
within global regulatory and safety 
frameworks. � is approach facili-
tates future international collabo-
rations, technology transfers, and 
potential support from multilateral 
institutions.

Regional Hub Potential: Southern 
African Nuclear Excellence

Namibia’s geographic and political 
position enhances SANS’s potential 
as a regional nuclear education cen-
ter. � e Southern African Develop-
ment Community (SADC) region 
includes several countries exploring 
nuclear applications—from Tanza-
nia’s uranium resources to Zambia’s 
medical isotope needs. Zimbabwe 
has operated a research reactor for 
decades but lacks comprehensive 
training infrastructure.
SANS could evolve into a shared re-
gional asset, similar to how Ghana’s 
G r a d -
u a t e 
S cho ol 
of Nu-
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clear and Allied Sciences serves 
multiple West African nations. Such 
regional cooperation ampli� es im-
pact while distributing costs, creat-
ing economies of scale that individ-
ual national programs struggle to 
achieve.
� e school’s openness to “partner-
ships with universities, research 
institutes, regulators, industry and 
multilateral agencies across Africa 
and globally” positions it within es-
tablished international nuclear ed-
ucation networks. Institutions like 
the African School of Nuclear, Busi-
ness and Institutional Management 
(AFSNBIM) and the IAEA’s various 
capacity-building programs provide 
models for e� ective regional collab-
oration.

Challenges and Critical Success Fac-
tors

While SANS represents a promising 
initiative, its success depends on ad-
dressing several challenges common 
to nuclear education programs in 
developing contexts:

Sustained Investment: Nuclear edu-
cation requires specialized facilities, 
equipment, and safety infrastructure 
representing substantial ongoing � -
nancial commitments. Maintaining 
program quality demands consistent 
resource allocation beyond initial 
establishment.

Faculty Recruitment and Retention: 
Attracting and retaining quali� ed 
nuclear science faculty competes 
with higher-paying industry po-
sitions and opportunities abroad. 
Strategic partnerships with estab-
lished nuclear institutions for facul-
ty exchanges and visiting professor-
ships may prove essential.

Research Infrastructure: Applied 
nuclear sciences demand hands-
on training with actual radiation 
sources, analytical equipment, and 
simulation facilities. Progressive 
infrastructure development aligned 
with curriculum expansion will be 
crucial.

Industry Coordination: Ensuring 
graduates meet actual workforce 
needs requires ongoing dialogue 
with potential employers—hospi-
tals, mines, regulators, research in-
stitutions, and potential energy sec-
tor employers. Internship programs 
and industry advisory boards can 
strengthen this alignment.

Safety Culture Development: Nu-
clear education must instill rigorous 
safety consciousness from founda-
tional courses through advanced 
training. � is cultural element dis-

tinguishes nuclear professionals 
from other technical � elds and re-
quires deliberate, sustained empha-
sis.

Regulatory Framework Evolution: 
As Namibia’s nuclear capabilities 
expand, regulatory infrastructure 
must keep pace. SANS can support 
this by producing quali� ed person-
nel for the National Radiation Pro-
tection Authority and related over-
sight bodies.

International Collaboration Oppor-
tunities

SANS’s development creates multi-
ple pathways for international en-
gagement that could accelerate its 
impact:

Bilateral Partnerships: Established 
nuclear education institutions in 
countries like France, Russia, South 
Korea, Canada, and the United 
States have programs speci� cally 
supporting nuclear capacity build-
ing in developing nations. � ese 
partnerships can provide curricu-
lum development support, faculty 
training, and equipment access.

IAEA Technical Cooperation: � e 
IAEA’s educational support pro-
grams have assisted nuclear educa-
tion development globally. SANS 
could access training materials, ex-
pert missions, fellowship programs, 
and regional workshop opportuni-
ties.

Research Collaboration Networks: 
Joining international research net-
works in � elds like radiation biol-
ogy, environmental radiometry, or 
nuclear medicine enables SANS 
faculty and students to participate in 
cutting-edge research while build-
ing institutional reputation.

Private Sector Engagement: Nuclear 
technology vendors, medical equip-
ment manufacturers, and mining 
companies have vested interests in 
developing quali� ed workforces in 
emerging markets. Partnerships can 
provide equipment, internships, and 
curriculum input while ensuring 
graduates meet industry standards.

� e Broader Developmental Con-
text

Namibia’s nuclear workforce de-
velopment initiative aligns with its 
broader developmental trajecto-
ry. � e country’s National Devel-
opment Plan 6 explicitly calls for 
nuclear professional development 
to support energy security, health-
care advancement, and industrial 
growth. SANS operationalizes these 
strategic objectives through con-
crete educational outputs.
� is integration of nuclear capacity 
building into national development 
planning distinguishes Namibia’s 
approach from more opportunistic 
nuclear programs driven primar-

ily by energy crisis responses. � e 
comprehensive perspective—view-
ing nuclear science as cross-cutting 
technological capability rather than 
solely an energy solution—maxi-
mizes developmental returns on ed-
ucational investments.
� e emphasis on independence and 
domestic capability re� ects hard-
learned lessons from other devel-
opmental sectors. Countries that 
have relied inde� nitely on external 
technical assistance o� en � nd them-
selves constrained in decision-mak-
ing autonomy and burdened by on-
going dependency costs. Building 
sovereign capability, while more 
challenging initially, provides long-
term strategic � exibility.

A Model for Resource-Rich Nations

Namibia’s approach o� ers instruc-
tive lessons for other resource-rich 
developing nations considering 
nuclear programs. � e sequenc-
ing—education before infrastruc-
ture, skills before systems—inverts 
the typical pathway where countries 
pursue reactor construction while 
simultaneously scrambling to devel-
op workforce capacity.
� is model acknowledges that nu-
clear programs represent multi-gen-
erational commitments requiring 
sustained institutional knowledge. 
Starting with education creates a 
domestic expert community capable 
of engaging meaningfully in sub-
sequent program decisions—from 
technology selection to regulatory 
development to public communica-
tion.
Countries like Kenya, working to-
ward its � rst nuclear power plant, 
or the Philippines, reconsidering 
nuclear options, might bene� t from 
examining Namibia’s approach. � e 
emphasis on multidisciplinary ap-
plications also ensures that even if 
energy program timelines extend, 
nuclear education investments de-
liver value through medical, agricul-
tural, and industrial applications.

Measuring Success: Key Perfor-

mance Indicators

SANS’s impact should be evaluated 
across multiple dimensions beyond 
simple enrollment numbers:

Graduate Placement: Employment 
rates of graduates in relevant sectors 
within Namibia and regionally indi-
cate program relevance and quality.

Research Output: Publications, pat-
ents, and research projects demon-
strate faculty and student engage-
ment with contemporary nuclear 
science challenges.

Industry Partnerships: Internship 
programs, joint research initiatives, 
and employer satisfaction metrics 
re� ect workforce alignment.

International Recognition: Partici-
pation in international conferences, 
receipt of competitive fellowships, 
and program accreditations validate 
quality standards.

Public Engagement: E� ective sci-
ence communication and public ed-
ucation initiatives build societal un-
derstanding essential for informed 
nuclear policy discussions.

Regional Impact: Students and part-
nerships from neighboring coun-
tries indicate successful positioning 
as a regional resource.
� ese metrics, tracked systematical-
ly, will provide evidence of whether 
SANS achieves its ambitious objec-
tives.

Conclusion: Early Action as Strate-
gic Advantage

UNAM’s establishment of the 
School of Applied Nuclear Scienc-
es represents a signi� cant strategic 
commitment that positions Namib-
ia advantageously within the glob-
al nuclear sector. By prioritizing 
workforce development before in-
frastructure construction, the uni-
versity is building the human capital 
foundation essential for safe, sus-

tainable, and independent nuclear 
program governance.
For the global nuclear communi-
ty, Namibia’s initiative o� ers both 
opportunity and responsibility. In-
ternational institutions, established 
nuclear nations, and industry stake-
holders can support this promising 
development through partnerships, 
knowledge sharing, and resource 
provision. Such support represents 
investment in global nuclear safety 
culture, as well-trained profession-
als anywhere contribute to overall 
sector competence.
As Prof. Matengu emphasizes, Na-
mibia’s development choices must 
be matched by domestic capability. 
In an increasingly multipolar world 
where technological sovereignty 
carries strategic weight, SANS rep-
resents more than an academic pro-
gram—it embodies national deter-
mination to engage with advanced 
technology on terms of informed 
participation rather than passive de-
pendency.
� e school’s success could catalyze 
similar initiatives across Africa and 
other developing regions, demon-
strating that proactive, comprehen-
sive approaches to nuclear capacity 
building deliver superior outcomes 
compared to reactive, infrastruc-
ture-� rst strategies. In this sense, 
Namibia may be establishing not 
just a school, but a model.
For international readers, partic-
ularly those in nuclear education, 
policy, or industry sectors, SANS 
represents an emerging partner in-
stitution worthy of attention and 
support. Its development trajectory 
over coming years will provide valu-
able insights into e� ective nuclear 
workforce development models for 
resource-rich developing nations 
navigating the complex pathway to-
ward peaceful nuclear applications.
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Trump’s Jungle Post: A Digital Firestorm � at 
Exposed the White House’s Fault Lines

America

It began with a single post, 
late at night, on Truth Social. 
Within hours, it had spiraled 
into a political � restorm that 
rattled Washington, embar-
rassed the White House, and 
reignited questions about 
Donald Trump’s judgment 
in the digital age. � e video 
— crude, racially o� ensive, 
and unmistakably targeted 
— depicted former Pres-
ident Barack Obama and 
former First Lady Michelle 
Obama as primates in a 
jungle. It was not satire, nor 
parody, but a grotesque car-
icature that carried echoes 
of America’s darkest ra-
cial tropes. And for nearly 
twelve hours, it sat on the 
o�  cial account of the Presi-
dent of the United States.
� e backlash was immediate. 
Civil rights leaders, Demo-
crats, and even Republicans 
condemned the imagery. 
Senator Tim Scott of South 
Carolina, a close Trump ally 
and one of the most prom-
inent Black Republicans 
in Congress, called it “the 
most racist thing I’ve seen 
out of this White House.” 
� e NAACP issued a blis-
tering statement, describing 
the video as “a deliberate at-
tempt to dehumanize Black 
leaders during Black History 
Month.”MercoPress
Yet, in the opening hours of 
the controversy, the White 
House did not retreat. Press 
Secretary Karoline Leavitt 
dismissed the outrage as 
“fake,” insisting the clip was 
merely “an internet meme 
video depicting President 
Trump as the King of the 
Jungle and Democrats as 
characters from � e Lion 
King.” � at defense col-
lapsed by mid-morning Fri-
day, when the video was qui-
etly deleted. A White House 
o�  cial then claimed a sta� er 
had “erroneously” posted 
the clip, describing it as an 
error. MercoPress
But Trump himself refused 
to apologize. Speaking 
aboard Air Force One, he 
insisted he had only watched 
the beginning of the video, 
which focused on debunked 
claims of voter fraud. “I 
looked at the beginning of 
it. It was � ne,” he said. “No-
body knew that was in the 
end. Somebody slipped and 
missed a very small part.” 
When pressed by reporters, 
Trump was de� ant: “No. I 
didn’t make a mistake.”
Vice President Kamala 
Harris rejected the White 
House’s explanation out-
right. “No one believes this 
cover-up,” she said. “We are 
all clear-eyed about who 

Donald Trump is and what 
he believes.”
� e incident � ts a familiar 
pattern in Trump’s political 
life: a provocative act, a wave 
of outrage, a half-hearted 
defense, and a refusal to 
apologize. From his promo-
tion of the “birther” conspir-
acy against Obama years ago 
to his recent ampli� cation of 
false claims about election 
fraud, Trump has repeatedly 
tested the boundaries of po-
litical discourse.
� is time, however, the 
timing was particularly 
damaging. � e video sur-
faced during Black Histo-
ry Month, a period when 
the nation re� ects on the 
struggles and achievements 
of African Americans. For 
many, the imagery was not 
just o� ensive but symbolic 
of a deeper disregard for ra-
cial sensitivity at the highest 
levels of government.
Civil rights groups seized on 
the moment. � e NAACP 
accused Trump of “weap-
onizing racism for political 
gain.” � e Congressional 
Black Caucus demanded 
accountability, calling the 
incident “a stain on the pres-
idency.”
Perhaps more striking was 
the reaction from within 
Trump’s own party. Senator 
Scott’s condemnation was 
joined by other Republicans 
who privately expressed 
alarm. One GOP strategist 
told Politico the episode was 
“a nightmare scenario — the 
kind of thing that alienates 

suburban voters and ener-
gizes Democrats.”
� e White House’s shi� ing 
explanations only deepened 
the unease. Initially, o�  cials 
defended the post. � en 
they blamed a sta� er. Final-
ly, Trump himself claimed 
ignorance of the video’s 
ending. � e contradictions 
fueled suspicion that the ad-
ministration was scrambling 
to contain a self-in� icted 
crisis.
� e controversy under-
scores the risks of digital 
politics in the Trump era. 
Social media has long been 
Trump’s weapon of choice, 
a direct line to his support-
ers and a platform for un-
� ltered messaging. But it 
has also been a source of 
repeated crises, from tweets 
that sparked diplomatic in-
cidents to posts that spread 
misinformation.
� is latest episode high-
lights the blurred lines of 
accountability. Was the vid-
eo truly posted by a sta� er 
without Trump’s knowl-
edge? Or was it shared with 
tacit approval until the back-
lash became untenable? � e 
White House’s explanations 
le�  more questions than an-
swers.
� e uproar comes at a time 
when Trump is seeking to 
consolidate his political base 
ahead of the 2026 midterms. 
His campaign strategy has 
leaned heavily on themes 
of grievance, portraying 
himself as a victim of media 
bias and political persecu-

tion. � e video, with its mix 
of racist imagery and false 
claims of voter fraud, � t 
neatly into that narrative — 
until it back� red.
For Democrats, the incident 
was a gi� . Harris’s sharp 
rebuke framed Trump as 
unapologetically racist. 
Congressional Democrats 
ampli� ed the message, 
linking the controversy to 
broader concerns about 
Trump’s � tness for o�  ce.
Internationally, the episode 
drew attention as well. Eu-
ropean outlets like DW and 
BBC reported on the con-
troversy, noting the White 
House’s initial defense and 
subsequent retreat.
In the a� ermath, Trump 
sought to reclaim the nar-
rative. He described himself 
as “the least racist president 
you’ve had in a long time.” 
He insisted the video was “a 
very strong post in terms of 
voter fraud,” and suggested 
the o� ensive imagery was a 
minor detail overlooked by 
sta� .
But the damage was done. 
� e incident reinforced per-
ceptions of Trump as a lead-
er unwilling to acknowledge 
mistakes, even when con-
fronted with blatant racism.
Among Trump’s core sup-
porters, the controversy may 
have little impact. Many 
dismissed the backlash as 
media hysteria, echoing the 
White House’s initial claim 
of “fake outrage.” But among 
independents and moder-
ates, the episode risks deep-

ening doubts about Trump’s 
judgment.
Political analysts noted that 
the incident could have 
lasting e� ects. “It’s not just 
about one video,” said a 
Georgetown professor of 
political communication. 
“It’s about a pattern of be-
havior that raises questions 
about whether Trump can 
govern responsibly in a di-
verse society.”
� e deletion of the racist 
video targeting the Obamas 
was more than a digital 
misstep. It was a moment 
that exposed the fault lines 
of Trump’s presidency: the 
reliance on social media, 
the refusal to apologize, the 
strained relationship with 
racial politics, and the un-
easy alliance with Republi-
cans who increasingly � nd 
themselves defending the 
indefensible.
For the White House, the 
episode was a day of dam-
age control. For Trump, it 
was another chapter in a 
long-running saga of con-
troversy and de� ance. And 
for America, it was a re-
minder that in the age of 
digital politics, a single post 
can ignite a storm that re-
verberates far beyond the 
screen.

Worth
Noting:

• � e backlash was 
immediate. Civil rights 
leaders, Democrats, and 
even Republicans con-
demned the imagery. Sen-
ator Tim Scott of South 
Carolina, a close Trump 
ally and one of the most 
prominent Black Repub-
licans in Congress, called 
it “the most racist thing 
I’ve seen out of this White 
House.” � e NAACP 
issued a blistering state-
ment, describing the vid-
eo as “a deliberate attempt 
to dehumanize Black 
leaders during Black His-
tory Month.”MercoPress
• Yet, in the opening 
hours of the controver-
sy, the White House did 
not retreat. Press Sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt 
dismissed the outrage as 
“fake,” insisting the clip 
was merely “an internet 
meme video depicting 
President Trump as the 
King of the Jungle and 
Democrats as characters 
from � e Lion King.” 
� at defense collapsed 
by mid-morning Friday, 
when the video was quiet-
ly deleted. A White House 
o�  cial then claimed a 
sta� er had “erroneously” 
posted the clip, describing 
it as an error.MercoPress

Donald Trump
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Speech that merely insults, 
annoys or makes people un-
comfortable is not a crim-
inal o� ence and should 
not be targeted in attempts 
to “clean up” the informa-
tion space. While public 
discourse in Kenya o� en 
contains crude, o� ensive 
or distasteful language, es-
pecially in political rallies, 
places of worship and com-
munity gatherings, crimi-
nalising such speech is nei-
ther e� ective nor necessary.
� ere are far more serious 
threats within digital spac-
es that demand attention. 
� ese include disinforma-
tion, information manip-
ulation, recruitment into 
violent extremism, radical-
isation, erosion of media 
credibility and declining 
public trust. Responding to 
these challenges through 
broad laws targeting speech 
will not work. Lawmaking 
will never catch up with in-
novation or human creativ-
ity.
What societies urgently 
need is not more restric-

tive legislation but stronger 
media, information and 
digital literacy. Research 
consistently shows that lit-
eracy empowers citizens to 
navigate misinformation, 
evaluate content critically 
and participate responsibly 
in public discourse. � ese 
skills should be institution-
alised, including through 
formal and informal educa-
tion systems.
Africans are deeply oral 
societies, and insults form 
part of our cultural expres-
sion and linguistic richness. 
From market days and cul-
tural ceremonies to funerals, 
weddings and traditional 
songs, verbal sparring and 
satire are woven into every-
day life. Attempts to legislate 
away these realities misun-
derstand both culture and 
communication. Rather 
than criminalising expres-
sion, governments should 
invest in helping societies 
embrace technology, inno-
vation and creativity.
International law provides 
clear guidance. Speech is 

primarily regulated under 
the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, 
the Convention on the Elim-
ination of Racial Discrim-
ination and the Conven-
tion on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide. Global free-ex-
pression experts agree on 
a simple principle: speech 
that intentionally incites 
genocide or violence may be 
criminalised; speech that is 
merely disturbing, shocking 
or o� ensive should not.
Kenya’s digital space is vi-
brant and youthful. With 
millions of young people 
actively engaged in gov-
ernance and public a� airs 
online, attempting to police 
insult or annoyance would 
be enormously costly and 
counterproductive. National 
resources are better spent on 
education, literacy and civic 
engagement than on surveil-
lance and repression.
It is therefore troubling 
that journalists and con-
tent creators continue to 
face harassment by security 

agencies for alleged crimi-
nal defamation or “insult-
ing” those in authority while 
commenting on matters of 
public interest. In 2010, the 
African Commission on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights 
called for the abolition of 
criminal defamation laws. 
In Kenya, institutions such 
as the Media Council of 
Kenya’s Complaints Com-
mission exist precisely to 
decriminalise press-related 
disputes.
Kenyan courts have also 
provided important guid-
ance. Criminal defamation 
provisions and sections of 
the Computer Misuse and 
Cybercrimes Act have been 
declared unconstitutional 
for violating freedom of ex-
pression and press freedom, 
although some rulings were 
later overturned on appeal. 
While freedom of expres-
sion is not unlimited, its 
recognised limitations are 
narrow and clear: national 
security, public health and 
incitement to hatred or vio-
lence. Protection of individ-

ual reputations is not among 
these exceptions, and even 
the Data Protection Act ex-
empts journalists reporting 
on matters of public interest.
Criminal defamation and 
insult laws remain among 
the most signi� cant obsta-
cles to independent media 
and free expression across 
Africa. � is was recognised 
as early as 2007 when Afri-
can journalists and media 
organisations adopted the 
Declaration of Table Moun-
tain, calling on governments 
to decriminalise defamation 
as a cornerstone of press 
freedom.
A society committed to 
democracy must tolerate 
speech that annoys, o� ends 
or insults. Criminal law 
should be reserved for real 
harm, not bruised egos.

Worth
Noting:

• � ere are far more 
serious threats within dig-
ital spaces that demand 
attention. � ese include 
disinformation, infor-
mation manipulation, 
recruitment into violent 
extremism, radicalisation, 
erosion of media credibil-
ity and declining public 
trust. Responding to these 
challenges through broad 
laws targeting speech will 
not work. Lawmaking will 
never catch up with inno-
vation or human creativi-
ty.
• What societies 
urgently need is not 
more restrictive legisla-
tion but stronger media, 
information and digital 
literacy. Research consis-
tently shows that literacy 
empowers citizens to 
navigate misinformation, 
evaluate content critically 
and participate respon-
sibly in public discourse. 
� ese skills should be in-
stitutionalised, including 
through formal and infor-
mal education systems.

Diaspora

By: Victor Bwire
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Interview with the poet, 
scholar, public intellectu-
al, and publisher and edi-
tor-in-chief of the literary 
and cultural newspaper Na-
cional published in Albania, 
Dr. Mujë Buçpapaj

Interviewer: Prof. Dr. Terane 
Turan Rehimli, Azerbaijan

T.T.Rahimli: Poetry and 
journalism, one the voice of 
the inner world, the other a 
chronicle of time. At what 
moment in your creative 
work do these two � elds 
converge, and at what mo-
ment do they collide?

M. Buçpapaj:
From a theoretical per-
spective, the relationship 
between poetry and jour-
nalism may be read as an 
interdisciplinary interaction 
among aesthetics, herme-
neutics, and media stud-
ies. Poetry and journalism 
are not merely modes of 
expression, but discursive 
systems governed by di� er-
ent regimes of truth, in Fou-
cauldian terms. Journalism 
operates within a referential 
and veri� catory paradigm, 
whereas poetry functions 
within a symbolic regime, 
where truth is not proven 
but experienced and inter-
preted.
From an aesthetic stand-
point, poetry represents 
what � eodor W. Adorno 
de� ned as the “relative au-
tonomy of art”: a space in 
which social reality is not 
mechanically reproduced 
but transformed through 
form.
 Journalism, by contrast, be-
longs to what Jürgen Haber-
mas calls the public sphere, 
where language performs 
a communicative, rational, 
and mediating function be-
tween the individual and 
society. � e convergence of 
these two � elds occurs pre-
cisely at the moment when 
aesthetic form and the pub-
lic function of language in-
tertwine, producing a hybrid 
discourse in which factuality 
and sensibility coexist.
Hermeneutics o� ers anoth-
er interpretive key. Accord-
ing to Hans-Georg Gadam-
er, meaning arises from the 
dialogue between the text 
and the reader’s historical 
horizon. Journalism oper-
ates within a narrow tem-
poral horizon dictated by 
immediacy, while poetry ex-
pands the hermeneutic hori-
zon by granting historical 
experience a trans-temporal 
dimension. In this sense, my 
poetry has o� en functioned 
as a delayed hermeneu-
tics of realities experienced 

through journalism: what 
could not be said immedi-
ately due to political, ethical, 
or professional constraints 
later found expression in 
poetic form.
From a media-theoretical 
perspective, modern jour-
nalism is conditioned by 
the logic of speed, what Paul 
Virilio calls “dromology,” 
namely the tyranny of real 
time. Poetry, by contrast, re-
sists this logic by imposing 
its own inner rhythm and 
by creating a counter-he-
gemonic space against the 
in� ation of information. 
� e collision between po-
etry and journalism occurs 
precisely here: one demands 
immediate reaction, the 
other requires re� ective dis-
tance.
Yet this collision produc-
es a creative synthesis. As 
demonstrated by the tra-
dition of “new journalism” 
and literary reportage—
from Kapuściński to Tom 
Wolfe—journalism can ab-
sorb narrative and symbol-
ic devices without losing its 
informative function. In the 
same way, my poetry has ab-
sorbed the factual sensibili-

ty and ethical responsibility 
of journalism, becoming a 
form of what may be called a 
“poetics of testimony.”
In conclusion, poetry and 
journalism are not mere-
ly two creative domains 
that occasionally converge 
or collide, but two distinct 
modes of meaning pro-
duction in modern society. 
� ey embody the tension 
between aesthetics and eth-
ics, between eternity and 
actuality—a tension that, in 
my creative experience, has 
not been an obstacle, but a 
necessary condition for in-
tellectual and artistic depth.

T.T.Rahimli:  In the modern 
world, where truth is o� en 
relativized, by which criteria 
do you measure it?

M. Buçpapaj:
As a scholar of literature 
and a practicing journalist, 
I perceive truth on two lev-
els. On the journalistic level, 
it is measured through rig-
orous fact-checking, docu-
mentation, and the courage 
to speak even when there 
is personal cost. On the lit-
erary level, truth is what 

Milan Kundera would call 
“the truth of existence,” that 
is, the correspondence be-
tween human experience 
and artistic expression. � e 
relativization of truth is al-
ways a sign of moral crisis; 
therefore, for me, the ulti-
mate criterion remains con-
science, professional integri-
ty, and human honesty.

T.T.Rahimli:  Do moral and 
ethical limits of language 
exist?

M. Buçpapaj:
� e history of Western 
thought, from Aristotle to 
Hannah Arendt, teaches 
us that language is always 
bound to responsibility. 
Freedom of expression is 
not a license for destruction. 
As a media director and as a 
former head of the Albanian 
copyright institution for 
several years, I have always 
been convinced that lan-
guage without ethics turns 
freedom into farce. � e 
boundary is not censorship, 
but human dignity.

T.T.Rahimli: Can the poet 
still be the conscience of 

society in the 21st century, 
or is this a romantic expec-
tation?

M. Buçpapaj:
If the poet imagines himself 
as a prophet, that is roman-
tic. But if he understands 
himself as a witness, then his 
role remains essential. In the 
21st century, the poet does 
not lead the masses, but 
resists the banalization of 
language. As Czesław Miło-
sz said, poetry is “an act of 
memory against forgetting.” 
� is makes it still indispens-
able.

T.T. Rahimli: As edi-
tor-in-chief and founder of 
the newspaper Nacional, 
how do you balance poetic 
sensibility with journalistic 
responsibility?

M. Buçpapaj:
As editor-in-chief and 
founder of Nacional, I have 
conceived the balance be-
tween poetic sensibility and 
journalistic responsibility 

Worth
Noting:

• From a theoretical 
perspective, the relationship 
between poetry and journalism 
may be read as an interdis-
ciplinary interaction among 
aesthetics, hermeneutics, and 
media studies. Poetry and jour-
nalism are not merely modes 
of expression, but discursive 
systems governed by di� erent 
regimes of truth, in Foucauld-
ian terms. Journalism oper-
ates within a referential and 
veri� catory paradigm, whereas 
poetry functions within a sym-
bolic regime, where truth is not 
proven but experienced and 
interpreted.
• From an aesthetic 
standpoint, poetry represents 
what � eodor W. Adorno de-
� ned as the “relative autonomy 
of art”: a space in which social 
reality is not mechanically 
reproduced but transformed 
through form.
• Journalism, by 
contrast, belongs to what 
Jürgen Habermas calls the 
public sphere, where language 
performs a communicative, 
rational, and mediating func-
tion between the individual 
and society. � e convergence of 
these two � elds occurs precisely 
at the moment when aesthetic 
form and the public function of 
language intertwine, producing 
a hybrid discourse in which 
factuality and sensibility coex-
ist.

Mujo Bucpapaj

By: Tarana Turan Rahimli
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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as a complementary rela-
tionship, not as tension or 
compromise. My referential 
model has always been elite 
European cultural journal-
ism, where language is not 
reduced to an instrument of 
rapid information, but pre-
serves aesthetic, ethical, and 
intellectual density. In this 
sense, I have been guided 
by Albert Camus’s principle 
that “the writer’s task is to 
serve both truth and free-
dom,” an axiom that remains 
as valid for cultural journal-
ism as for literature.
In this spirit, Nacional has 
been built as a consolidated 
platform of intellectual and 
aesthetic communication, 
with a distinct international 
impact in promoting con-
temporary literature, the 
arts, and critical thought. 
Poetic sensibility helps me 
preserve the human, sym-
bolic, and re� ective dimen-
sion of the text, transform-
ing it into a dialogical space 
where authors, poets, schol-
ars, and artists from diverse 
cultures interact through 
interpretation and debate; 
journalistic responsibility, 
on the other hand, imposes 
methodological and ethi-
cal discipline, ensuring that 
factuality, veri� cation, and 
truth remain non-negotia-
ble principles.
In this way, Nacional func-
tions not only as an informa-
tive medium, but as a meet-
ing point for international 
cultural exchange, where 
national literary traditions 
enter into comparative dia-
logue with global currents 
of art and thought, position-
ing the Albanian word in a 
transnational space and af-
� rming culture as an instru-
ment of dialogue, under-
standing, and intercultural 
conscience.

T.T.Rahimli: How has the 
historical burden of the Bal-
kans in� uenced your way of 
thinking and writing?

M. Buçpapaj:
� e Balkans have o� en been 
described by outsiders as a 
place that “produces histo-
ry” more than it consumes 
it—that is, a region where 
historical events, con� icts, 
and major political chang-
es abound, yet o� en with-
out relief or stability for the 
people. � e Albanian writer 
Ismail Kadare has frequent-
ly addressed this “historical 
burden” in his essays and 
novels, emphasizing that 
people live under the weight 
of the past while history ap-
pears to repeat itself.
� e Balkans are a Europe-
an region marked by brutal 

wars and ethnic cleansing, 
even as recently as the late 
twentieth century in Bosnia 
and Kosovo. World War I 
itself began in the Balkans 
with the assassination of 
the Austro-Hungarian heir. 
� roughout history, the re-
gion has remained a zone 
of recurring tension, where 
con� ict can erupt at any 
moment.
For Albanians, this histor-
ical burden is even heavier, 
as they represent one of the 
oldest autochthonous na-
tions in the world, with roots 
extending back millennia. 
European and American 
studies in history, archaeol-
ogy, and linguistics identify 
Albanian civilization as ap-
proximately eight thousand 
years old, and the Albanian 
language as one of the three 
oldest living languages still 
spoken today. � is antiquity 
is not merely a historical fact 
but a symbolic and moral 
burden, placing the Alba-
nian nation in constant ten-
sion between cultural conti-
nuity and violent historical 
ruptures.
A� er � ve centuries of Otto-
man occupation, Albanians 
emerged politically, eco-
nomically, and demograph-
ically crippled. Yet the Al-
banian tragedy did not end 
there. � e London Confer-
ence of 1913, organized by 
the European Great Powers, 
partitioned the Albanian na-
tion, leaving more than half 
of its territories and popula-
tion outside the newly cre-
ated Albanian state of 1912, 
assigning them to Greece, 

Serbia, and Montenegro. 
� is historical injustice be-
came a structural wound 
in our collective conscious-
ness.
Albanians were born and 
raised with this injustice, 
with a sense of historical 
deprivation. � e liberation 
of Kosovo on June 12, 1999, 
from Serbian occupation 
was not only a political and 
military act, but also a be-
lated moral correction of an 
injustice in� icted by early 
twentieth-century Europe 
upon the Albanian nation. 
In this sense, Kosovo is also 
a historical response to a 
historical injustice.
Today, Albanians are a na-
tion with a Euro-Atlantic 
orientation, seeking peace, 
freedom, and coexistence 
in the Balkans, not domi-
nation. � is historical ex-
perience has profoundly 
shaped my thinking and 
writing. Epistemologically, 
it has taught me distrust of 
simpli� ed and justi� catory 
narratives, and the necessity 
of a critical, interdisciplin-
ary, and ethical approach to 
history.
My poetry and scholarly 
work re� ect this Albanian 
drama in the Balkans. I 
have been formed and in-
spired by it. In the last two 
centuries alone, within my 
extended Buçpapaj family, 
twenty-three members have 
given their lives defending 
Albanian lands from foreign 
invaders. I know the history 
of the Balkans and my na-
tion intimately. I have writ-
ten two books of publicistic 

essays and dozens of schol-
arly studies on this subject, 
and my poetry also keeps 
this historical experience 
alive. � e Albanian trage-
dy is felt in my verse not as 
rhetoric, but as memory, as 
aesthetically processed pain, 
and as a moral act of testi-
mony.
In this context, language is 
never neutral. It is always re-
sponsibility. To write about 
the Balkans and Albanians 
means to write with the 
awareness that language is 
a form of resistance against 
forgetting and an e� ort to 
give meaning to historical 
su� ering without trans-
forming it into empty my-
thology.

T.T.Rahimli:  Do profound-
ly philosophical and psy-
chological literary texts still 
have the power to change 
people?

M. Buçpapaj:
Yes, because the human be-
ing remains essentially the 
same. Technology has al-
tered the rhythm of life, but 
not existential anxiety. Dos-
toevsky, Ka� a, and Camus 
continue to be read because 
they speak to universal ten-
sions. Even today, a true lit-
erary text does not immedi-
ately change the world, but 
it changes the way a person 
perceives themselves within 
the world.
Literary texts with philo-
sophical and psychological 
depth retain their transfor-
mative power because they 
operate not merely on an 

informational level, but on 
the inner structures of con-
sciousness, empathy, and 
self-understanding. Such 
literature, as Fyodor Dos-
toevsky suggests, “descends 
into the abysses of the hu-
man soul” in order to ex-
pose moral con� ict, existen-
tial anxiety, and individual 
responsibility, compelling 
the reader to confront them-
selves.
 From a contemporary 
philosophical perspective, 
Martha C. Nussbaum ar-
gues that literature culti-
vates moral imagination, 
because through identi� -
cation with characters, the 
reader exercises the capac-
ity to understand the life of 
another, directly shaping 
ethical judgment and social 
sensitivity. Likewise, Paul 
Ricoeur’s hermeneutics em-
phasizes that the act of read-
ing is a process of recon-
� guring the self, in which 
the subject is transformed 
through interpreting the 
narratives of others. In this 
sense, even in an age over-
whelmed by rapid infor-
mation, profound literature 
remains a privileged space 
of re� ection, because it does 
not seek to provide imme-
diate answers, but to shape 
critical thought and existen-
tial sensitivity, transforming 
the individual in a durable 
and inward way.

T.T.Rahimli: What does the 

Worth
Noting:

• From a media-the-
oretical perspective, modern 
journalism is conditioned 
by the logic of speed, what 
Paul Virilio calls “dromol-
ogy,” namely the tyranny of 
real time. Poetry, by contrast, 
resists this logic by imposing 
its own inner rhythm and by 
creating a counter-hegemon-
ic space against the in� ation 
of information. � e collision 
between poetry and journal-
ism occurs precisely here: one 
demands immediate reaction, 
the other requires re� ective 
distance.
• Yet this collision 
produces a creative synthe-
sis. As demonstrated by the 
tradition of “new journalism” 
and literary reportage—from 
Kapuściński to Tom Wolfe—
journalism can absorb nar-
rative and symbolic devices 
without losing its informative 
function. In the same way, my 
poetry has absorbed the factual 
sensibility and ethical responsi-
bility of journalism, becoming 
a form of what may be called a 
“poetics of testimony.”
• In conclusion, poetry 
and journalism are not merely 
two creative domains that oc-
casionally converge or collide, 
but two distinct modes of 
meaning production in mod-
ern society. � ey embody the 
tension between aesthetics and 
ethics, between eternity and 
actuality—a tension that, in 
my creative experience, has not 
been an obstacle, but a neces-
sary condition for intellectual 
and artistic depth.

Mujo Bucpapaj

Contd From Page 20
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world lose when a poet falls 
silent, and what happens 
when a journalist falls si-
lent?

M. Buçpapaj:
When the poet falls silent, 
the world loses symbolic 
depth and the language of 
aesthetically processed pain. 
When the journalist falls si-
lent, transparency and civic 
freedom are lost. In my per-
sonal history, I have seen 
that enforced silence is al-
ways an ally of violence.

T.T.Rahimli: Can media 
and literature be real instru-
ments of resistance against 
power?

M. Buçpapaj:
Yes, media and literature can 
be real and essential instru-
ments of resistance against 
the abuse of any form of 
power, but only if they pre-
serve moral autonomy, in-
tellectual independence, 
and professional integrity. 
� ey are not merely instru-
ments of communication, 
but spaces of critical con-
science, where truth con-
fronts fear and language op-
poses violence.
Modern history demon-
strates that in closed so-
cieties or during violent 
transitions, free media and 
engaged literature are o� en 
the earliest forms of civic re-
sistance. � ey create mem-
ory, articulate injustice, and 
give voice to those whom 
power seeks to silence. 
George Orwell remains the 
classic example of the writ-
er-journalist who under-
stood that critical language, 
grounded in truth and rea-
son, is the most enduring 
and long-term form of resis-
tance to totalitarianism.
My personal experience as 
a writer, poet, scholar, ped-
agogue, and journalist has 
con� rmed this principle in 
a dramatic manner. From 
the early years of pluralism, 
when at a very young age I 
was a co-founder of the � rst 
opposition party and like-
wise of the � rst opposition 
newspaper a� er nearly � � y 
years of communist dic-
tatorship, to the founding 
and leadership of Gazeta e 
Tiranës, Tribuna Demokra-
tike, and later my long-term 
engagement with Rilindja 
Demokratike, I never com-
promised with the truth. 
� is editorial independence 
and professional integrity 
were paid for with extreme 
violence: in August 1997, I 
was shot six times with Ka-
lashnikov bullets in the cen-
ter of Tirana by gangs linked 
to the power that emerged 
from the insurgent rebel-

lion of spring 1997, which 
overthrew a democratical-
ly elected government and 
plunged the country into 
chaos and fear.
� e fact that I survived and 
returned to journalism with-
out retreating or yielding to 
fear is evidence that media 
and literature are not merely 
professions, but moral mis-
sions. � ey fail only when 
they become extensions of 
power, propaganda, or com-
merce in fear. As long as they 
remain instruments of truth 
and freedom of thought, 
they not only resist, but ac-
tively shape the democratic 
conscience of society. � is 
is also the message I convey 
to my students in the lecture 
hall.

T. T. Rahimli: If language 
is your destiny, what is the 
heaviest burden of that des-
tiny?

M. Buçpapaj:
If language is my destiny, 
the heaviest burden of that 
destiny lies not merely in 
the act of speaking or writ-
ing, but in the very impact 
that each word leaves upon 
the world and upon time. 
Heidegger teaches us that 
language is the house of Be-
ing (Unterwegs zur Sprache, 
1959), and thus every word 
that moves from thought to 
page or from voice to hear-
ing carries a silent execution 
of existence, a weight that 
reminds us we never speak 
only for ourselves, but al-
ways for the world that lis-
tens.
Hannah Arendt raises the 
question of responsibility 
toward language, viewing it 
as action that shapes history 
and collective memory (� e 
Human Condition, 1958); 
thus poetry and scholarship 
are not merely ways of ex-
pressing a personal vision, 
but moral and civic acts, 
in which every word may 
build or destroy, reveal the 
hidden or conceal the truth. 
Bakhtin, through his theory 
of dialogism (� e Dialogic 
Imagination, 1981), empha-
sizes that every word lives 
among other voices, becom-
ing part of a living network 
of interactions. � is doubles 
the burden, because it is not 
enough to speak; one must 
listen, sense contradictions, 
and accept that language is 
always a mirror of the world 
and its emotions.
For me, as a poet and schol-
ar, language is both a key to 
the mysteries of Being and 
a weight that carries the 
tremor of time, an inner ob-
ligation to pursue truth, to 
listen to silence, and to re-
spect the dialogue between 

writing and the future, be-
tween what is said and what 
remains unsaid. � is is my 
destiny: to speak, to weigh 
every sound, and to bear 
upon my shoulders the im-
mortal burden of language. 
I have fought intensely in 
my country to defend free-
dom of speech and freedom 
of expression, and for this I 
have paid a high price.

T.T.Rahimli: Leo Tolstoy 
gave world artistic thought 
the concept of the “dialec-
tics of the soul,” while Fyo-
dor Dostoevsky shaped the 
model of the polyphonic 
novel. In your view, what 
are the distinctive signatures 
of writers who have exerted 
such profound and lasting 
in� uence on the history of 
modern artistic thought?

M. Buçpapaj:
Writers who have exer-
cised a deep and enduring 
in� uence on the history of 
modern artistic thought are 
distinguished above all by 
their capacity to reveal new 
forms of knowing the hu-
man being and the world, 

transforming literature from 
a mirror of reality into an 
epistemological instrument. 
Tolstoy and Dostoevsky are 
paradigmatic of this founda-
tional power: the former un-
derstands the human being 
as a moral and psycholog-
ical process in continuous 
development, while the lat-
ter conceives the individual 
as fragmented and plural, a 
being in whom the voices of 
conscience, faith, doubt, and 
revolt coexist without merg-
ing into a single authority.
� e distinctive signature of 
these authors lies not only in 
narrative mastery, but in the 
creation of models of artistic 
thought. Tolstoy’s “dialectics 
of the soul” marks the tran-
sition from static to dynam-
ic character, where the indi-
vidual is never complete, but 
always in a process of moral 
choice. � is renders his lit-
erature an ethical space in 
which narration becomes 
an analysis of conscience. 
Dostoevsky, through the 
polyphonic novel as concep-
tualized by Mikhail Bakhtin, 
liberates the character from 
the author’s absolute au-

thority, allowing each voice 
to speak with its own phil-
osophical autonomy, trans-
forming the novel into an 
arena of competing ideas.
In modernity, writers of 
comparable in� uence share 
several fundamental qual-
ities: � rst, the courage to 
challenge inherited forms 
and to create new aesthetic 
structures, as Ka� a did with 
ontological absurdity, Proust 
with inner time, Joyce with 
stream of consciousness, or 
Faulkner with fragmented 
perspective. Second, they 
possess philosophical depth 
that manifests not as thesis, 
but as aesthetic experience, 
compelling the reader to 
think rather than merely 
follow a story.
Another distinctive signa-
ture is universality rooted in 
locality. Tolstoy is profound-
ly Russian yet universal; 
Dostoevsky likewise. � is 
is also evident in Márquez, 
where Latin America be-
comes a global myth, or in 
Camus, where the Algerian 
experience of modern man 
acquires universal philo-
sophical dimensions. � ese 

Worth
Noting:

• As editor-in-chief and 
founder of Nacional, I have 
conceived the balance between 
poetic sensibility and journal-
istic responsibility as a com-
plementary relationship, not 
as tension or compromise. My 
referential model has always 
been elite European cultural 
journalism, where language is 
not reduced to an instrument 
of rapid information, but 
preserves aesthetic, ethical, 
and intellectual density. In this 
sense, I have been guided by 
Albert Camus’s principle that 
“the writer’s task is to serve 
both truth and freedom,” an 
axiom that remains as valid 
for cultural journalism as for 
literature.
• In this spirit, Nacional 
has been built as a consolidated 
platform of intellectual and 
aesthetic communication, with 
a distinct international impact 
in promoting contemporary 
literature, the arts, and criti-
cal thought. Poetic sensibility 
helps me preserve the human, 
symbolic, and re� ective dimen-
sion of the text, transforming 
it into a dialogical space where 
authors, poets, scholars, and 
artists from diverse cultures 
interact through interpretation 
and debate; journalistic re-
sponsibility, on the other hand, 
imposes methodological and 
ethical discipline

Mujo Bucpapaj
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authors do not write to illus-
trate ideas, but to uncover 
the fundamental tensions of 
human existence: guilt, free-
dom, responsibility, faith, 
and the absurd.
Finally, the most important 
quality that distinguishes 
these writers is the organ-
ic bond between aesthetics 
and ethics. In their work, ar-
tistic form is not ornament, 
but a mode of thinking. 
� eir literature does not age 
because it belongs not mere-
ly to its own time, but to the 
enduring dimension of hu-
man questioning. For this 
reason, Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, 
and their great successors 
remain not only writers to 
be read, but thinkers to be 
engaged in dialogue even 
today.

T.T.Rahimli:  What are the 
de� ning signatures of writ-
ers with deep and lasting 
in� uence on modern artistic 
thought?

M. Buçpapaj:
Writers with deep and last-
ing in� uence on modern 
artistic thought are distin-
guished not merely by sty-
listic mastery, but above 
all by their capacity to pro-
duce interpretive models 
that rearticulate individual 
perception, social relation-
ships, and historical trajec-
tories. � eir ability to create 
a “hermeneutic paradigm 
of meaning” for human ex-
perience places them at the 
center of global literary dis-
course and guarantees the 
durability of their in� uence.
On the aesthetic and phil-
osophical level, Tolstoy, 
through what may be con-
ceived as a dialectics of 
conscience, shi� s the novel 
from external narration to 
profound moral and psy-
chological analysis, making 
ethical consciousness cen-
tral to narrative con� gura-
tion.
 Dostoevsky, through his 
well-known polyphony, ar-
ticulates a heterogeneous 
system of autonomous voic-
es that re� ect ideological 
pluralism and the tension 
between individual eth-
ics and social structures, a 
model that has in� uenced 
modern theories of narra-
tive multivocality.
In the twentieth century, 
Hemingway’s minimalism 
functions as an aesthetici-
zation of silence, where lin-
guistic economy exposes the 
existential weight of human 
experience, while Gabriel 
García Márquez’s magical 
realism operates as a narra-
tive hybrid in which myth, 
history, and collective ex-
perience intertwine within 

a symbolic universe, reposi-
tioning cultural peripheries 
as epistemological centers.
Within the Balkan liter-
ary context and its global 
circulation, Ismail Kadare 
represents a particularly 
emblematic paradigm. He 
integrates history, myth, 
and individual tragedy into 
a universalist narrative in 
which aesthetics, ethical re-
� ection, and political aware-
ness coexist in a hermeneu-
tic unity. � rough his widely 
translated and internation-
ally analyzed works, Kadare 
not only places Albania on 
the map of world literature, 
but also demonstrates litera-
ture’s capacity to engage col-
lective history and articulate 
social critique with univer-
sal resonance.
Figures such as Ka� a, Joyce, 
and Faulkner further illus-
trate transformations in lit-
erary and epistemological 
perception: Ka� a articulates 
existential anxiety and alien-
ation before bureaucratic 
power; Joyce conceptualizes 
stream of consciousness as 
an epistemological instru-
ment for exploring subjec-
tivity; Faulkner fragments 
narrative time, creating a 
complex memory-space in 
which past and present co-
exist in a polyphony of time 
and identity.
In conclusion, the de� ning 
signatures of writers with 
lasting in� uence do not 
consist merely in stylistic 
innovation, but in their abil-
ity to intertwine aesthetics, 
philosophy, and ethics into a 
hermeneutic narrative unity. 
� ey o� er not only inter-
pretive models, but complex 
paradigms for understand-
ing human reality, thus con-
stituting enduring points of 
reference for both theory 
and practice of modern ar-
tistic thought and the global 
literary canon.

T.T.Rahimli:  To what extent 
are the press and publishers 
responsible for the circula-
tion of weak texts?

M. Buçpapaj:
To a great extent. As a pub-
lisher and editor, I know that 
every compromise with me-
diocrity is an anti-cultural 
act. � e publisher is a guard-
ian of standards, not merely 
a market manager.

T.T.Rahimli: Your message 
to the poets and readers of 
the world…

M. Buçpapaj:
Poets are not merely cre-
ators of words; they are wit-
nesses of in� nity, architects 
of perception, and guides 
of silence. Homer teaches 

us that the journey is not 
merely movement through 
space, but a voyage of the 
soul, a testament to cour-
age and fate: every break-
ing sea is an inner mirror of 
humanity. Dante Alighieri 
challenges us to enter hell 
and heaven, teaching us that 
the meaning of life requires 
confronting inner darkness 
and recognizing ourselves at 
every step.
Walt Whitman reveals that 
words are body and spirit, 
that poetry is a space where 
every individual becomes 
part of the universe. Push-
kin reminds us that poetry 
binds the individual to his-
tory and nationhood; Sergei 
Yesenin teaches that nature 
re� ects the soul; Pablo Ner-
uda invites us to see poetry 
as an act of love and revolt; 
T. S. Eliot confronts us with 
the fragments and voids of 
modernity; Victor Hugo 
teaches poetry as moral en-
gagement; Paul Éluard and 
Rumi remind us that love 
and transcendence � nd 
expression only through 
sancti� ed language; Odys-
seas Elytis and Ali Podrimja 
show that poetry is a perpet-
ual dialogue with time and 
existence.
� e reader is not passive, 
but a traveler and a seek-
er of truth. Literature does 
not simplify life; it reveals 
its complexity and o� ers 
the mirror in which human 
spirituality recognizes itself.

My message to poets and 
readers of the world is sim-
ple and modest: poets, write 
with honesty and courage; 
readers, read with patience 
and open your hearts. Live 
with the word, read with 
daring, and remember that 
poetry is the bridge that 
binds us to one another, 
to time, and to the in� nite 
sense of existence.
� ank you !

- I thank you for your valu-
able thoughts.

WHO IS DR. MUJO BUÇ-
PAPAJ?

Dr. Mujo Buçpapaj, poet and 
scholar of literature, is one 
of the most distinguished 
exponents of contemporary 
Albanian poetry, enjoying 
remarkable national and in-
ternational recognition. His 
work has been published in 
dozens of foreign languag-
es, and he has been honored 
with several prestigious in-
ternational literary awards.
He is a poet, literary scholar, 
publicist, translator, essayist, 
and a committed promoter 
of international literature 
and culture, widely regarded 
as a highly in� uential cul-
tural � gure in the region and 
beyond. He also serves as a 
university lecturer.
Dr. Mujo  Buçpapaj holds 
a PhD in Literary Studies. 
He is the founder and ed-
itor-in-chief of the weekly 

literary and cultural news-
paper Nacional (www.gaze-
ta-nacional.com
), which is printed in Tirana 
and distributed in its print 
edition in Kosovo, North 
Macedonia, and other re-
gions. � e online edition of 
Nacional is published daily.
He is also the founder 
and director of Nacional 
Publishing House, which 
publishes works by many 
prominent regional and in-
ternational writers and po-
ets.
Dr. Buçpapaj lives in the 
capital city, Tirana, Albania, 
with his wife, who is a teach-
er, and their two daughters, 
who are university students.
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Worth
Noting:

• Modern history 
demonstrates that in 
closed societies or during 
violent transitions, free 
media and engaged litera-
ture are o� en the earliest 
forms of civic resistance. 
� ey create memory, 
articulate injustice, and 
give voice to those whom 
power seeks to silence. 
George Orwell remains 
the classic example of 
the writer-journalist who 
understood that critical 
language, grounded in 
truth and reason, is the 
most enduring and long-
term form of resistance to 
totalitarianism.
• My personal ex-
perience as a writer, poet, 
scholar, pedagogue, and 
journalist has con� rmed 
this principle in a dra-
matic manner. From the 
early years of pluralism, 
when at a very young age 
I was a co-founder of the 
� rst opposition party and 
likewise of the � rst op-
position newspaper a� er 
nearly � � y years of com-
munist dictatorship, to 
the founding and leader-
ship of Gazeta e Tiranës, 
Tribuna Demokratike, 
and later my long-term 
engagement with Rilind-
ja Demokratike, I never 
compromised with the 
truth.
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Abstract: Developing stu-
dents’ independent think-
ing skills is one of the cen-
tral goals of contemporary 
education. Independent 
thinking enables learners to 
analyze problems critical-
ly, express personal view-
points, and make reasoned 
decisions. Essay writing, as 
a learner-centered instruc-
tional method, plays a cru-
cial role in fostering these 
cognitive abilities.
� is article examines the 
e� ectiveness of teaching in-
dependent thinking through 
essay writing among sec-
ondary school students. � e 
study is based on a quasi-ex-
perimental design involving 
experimental and control 
groups. � e experimental 
group was engaged in sys-
tematic essay writing activ-
ities aimed at encouraging 
personal re� ection, logical 
argumentation, and critical 
evaluation, while the control 
group followed traditional 
writing practices.
� e results indicate that 
regular essay writing sig-
ni� cantly improves stu-
dents’ ability to think inde-
pendently, structure ideas 
logically, and express orig-
inal opinions. � e � ndings 
suggest that essay-based in-
struction not only enhances 
writing competence but also 
contributes to the develop-
ment of intellectual autono-
my and active learning skills. 
� e study concludes that in-
tegrating essay writing into 
the educational process is an 
e� ective strategy for devel-
oping independent thinkers 
in modern classrooms.

Key words: independent 
thinking; essay writing; crit-
ical thinking; writing skills; 
student-centered learning; 
secondary education.

Introduction: In modern 
education systems, develop-
ing students’ independent 
thinking skills is considered 
one of the key objectives of 
teaching and learning. In-
dependent thinking enables 
learners to analyze informa-
tion critically, express per-
sonal opinions logically, and 
make reasoned conclusions. 
In this context, essay writ-
ing is widely recognized as 
an e� ective pedagogical tool 
for fostering higher-order 
thinking skills.
Despite the growing em-
phasis on critical and in-
dependent thinking, many 

students still struggle to 
express their own ideas co-
herently and analytically in 
written form. In traditional 
classrooms, writing tasks are 
o� en limited to reproducing 
learned information rather 
than encouraging personal 
re� ection or argumentation. 
� is creates a signi� cant 
research gap between the 
theoretical importance of 
independent thinking and 
the practical methods used 
to develop it.
� erefore, the aim of this 
study is to examine how es-
say writing can be used as 
an instructional method to 
develop students’ indepen-
dent thinking skills and to 
identify e� ective approaches 
for integrating essay-based 
tasks into the educational 
process.

Materials and Methods
Study Objects, Materials, 
and Participants: � e study 
focused on secondary school 
students aged 14–16. A total 
of 60 students participated 
in the research, divided into 
experimental and control 
groups. � e primary materi-
als included argumentative 
and re� ective essay topics, 
writing guidelines, assess-
ment rubrics, and feedback 
sheets.

Preparation of Materials and 
Selection of Participants
Participants were selected 
based on similar academic 
performance levels to en-
sure objectivity. Essay topics 
were carefully designed to 
encourage personal opin-
ion, problem-solving, and 
critical analysis rather than 

factual reproduction. Teach-
ers received preliminary 
instructions on guiding 
students without imposing 
their own viewpoints.

Study Design
� e research employed a 
quasi-experimental design. 
� e experimental group was 
regularly engaged in struc-
tured essay writing activi-
ties, while the control group 
followed traditional writing 
exercises such as short an-
swers and summaries.

Interventions (Experiments)
Over a period of eight 
weeks, the experimental 
group completed weekly es-
says focusing on social, ed-
ucational, and moral issues. 
Students were encouraged 
to justify their opinions, 
provide examples, and draw 
conclusions independent-
ly. Peer review and teacher 
feedback were integral parts 
of the process.

Methods of Measurement 
and Calculations
Students’ independent 
thinking skills were assessed 
using pre-test and post-test 
essays evaluated according 
to criteria such as originality 
of ideas, logical coherence, 
argument development, and 
critical re� ection. Quanti-
tative scores and qualitative 
observations were used for 
analysis.

Statistical Analysis
Descriptive statistics and 
comparative analysis were 
applied to measure progress 
between the two groups. 
Mean score di� erences 

before and a� er the inter-
vention were calculated to 
identify signi� cant improve-
ments.

Results
� e most important result 
of the study revealed that 
students in the experimen-
tal group demonstrated a 
noticeable improvement in 
independent thinking skills 
compared to the control 
group. � eir essays showed 
greater originality, clearer 
argumentation, and stron-
ger personal viewpoints. 
� e least signi� cant result 
was related to grammatical 
accuracy, which improved 
only slightly, indicating that 
the primary impact of es-
say writing was on thinking 
skills rather than language 
mechanics.

Discussion
� e main � nding of this 
study con� rms that essay 
writing is an e� ective meth-
od for developing students’ 
independent thinking abil-
ities. � ese results were 
largely expected, as writing 
essays requires learners to 
analyze topics, make deci-
sions, and articulate person-
al perspectives.
Some unexpected results in-
cluded the increased student 
motivation and engage-
ment observed during the 
essay-writing process. � is 
suggests that when students 
are given intellectual free-
dom, their interest in learn-
ing increases.
Comparison with existing 
literature shows consistency 
with previous studies em-
phasizing writing as a tool 

for critical thinking devel-
opment. However, this study 
speci� cally highlights the 
role of essay writing in fos-
tering independence rather 
than mere analytical skills.
� e results can be explained 
by the fact that essay writ-
ing shi� s the learning pro-
cess from teacher-centered 
instruction to learner-cen-
tered re� ection. Students 
take responsibility for their 
ideas and arguments, which 
strengthens cognitive auton-
omy.
Nevertheless, the study has 
certain limitations, includ-
ing a relatively small sample 
size and a limited research 
duration. � erefore, the 
generalizability of the results 
may be restricted to similar 
educational contexts.

Conclusions
In conclusion, essay writing 
plays a signi� cant role in 
teaching students indepen-
dent thinking skills. When 
systematically integrated 
into the curriculum, es-
say-based tasks encourage 
critical re� ection, original-
ity, and logical reasoning. 
Educators are recommend-
ed to use essay writing not 
only as an assessment tool 
but also as a developmental 
method for nurturing in-
dependent and responsible 
thinkers.
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Worth
Noting:

• � is article exam-
ines the e� ectiveness of 
teaching independent think-
ing through essay writing 
among secondary school 
students. � e study is based 
on a quasi-experimental 
design involving experi-
mental and control groups. 
� e experimental group was 
engaged in systematic essay 
writing activities aimed 
at encouraging personal 
re� ection, logical argumen-
tation, and critical evalua-
tion, while the control group 
followed traditional writing 
practices.
• � e results indicate 
that regular essay writing 
signi� cantly improves 
students’ ability to think 
independently, structure 
ideas logically, and express 
original opinions. � e � nd-
ings suggest that essay-based 
instruction not only en-
hances writing competence 
but also contributes to the 
development of intellec-
tual autonomy and active 
learning skills. � e study 
concludes that integrating 
essay writing into the educa-
tional process is an e� ective 
strategy for developing inde-
pendent thinkers in modern 
classrooms.
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