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Each year, the event has been held at a di� erent venue all over London:

Kenya Welcomes � e World With 
Songs, Dances And Drumbeats

� e Unshakeable Commissioner: How Lieutenant-General 
Mkhwanazi Shaken South Africa’s Political Foundations

� e weekend drizzle, a heav-
enly gi�  from the overcast, 
gloomy skies and vagaries of 
the British weather, failed to 
dampen the spirits of hun-
dreds of revellers from all 
over the country who de-
scended on the Acton Park 
in West London from all over 
the country to enjoy the fun 
and � avour of the UK’s most 
popular annual open-air gar-
den party, Kenya and Friends 
in the Park last Saturday and 
Sunday. 
To add icing on the cake, 
crowds of visitors savoured 
the joys of a special occasion 
– the 10th Anniversary of the 
event, which has continued to 

Introduction
South Africa � nds itself at a pivotal 
moment, gripped by the reverbera-
tions of explosive allegations brought 
forth by Lieutenant-General Nhlan-
hla Mkhwanazi, the KwaZulu-Natal 
Provincial Police Commissioner. His 
recent pronouncements have not 

only sent shockwaves through the 
South African Police Service (SAPS) 
but have also deeply unsettled the 
nation’s political landscape, leading 
to high-pro� le suspensions and the 
establishment of a judicial inquiry. 
Many South Africans are asking: 
Who is this general, what exactly 

transpired, and what does it mean 
for the country’s � ght against cor-
ruption?

Who is Lieutenant-General Nhlan-
hla Sibusiso Mkhwanazi?

Lieutenant-General Nhlanhla 

Mkhwanazi is a highly experienced 
and prominent � gure within the 
South African Police Service (SAPS), 
currently serving as the KwaZu-

grow in popularity each year. 
I have attended them all!
Each year, the event has been 
held at a di� erent venue all 
over London, giving local di-
asporans the opportunity for 
a short walk to the park.
� e opening day was a crowd 
puller with thousands of 
people walking through the 
gates. 
� ose who attended were not 
only Kenyan diasporans from 
as far as Scotland and Wales, 
local Britons and also from 
other countries. � e event, 
without doubt, has an inter-
national bearing.
As revellers walked to the Ac-
ton Park this year, they could 
hear the sounds of loud mu-
sic, drum beats and Tanoy 

Kenya and Friends 
in the Park

� e weekend drizzle, a heavenly gi�  from the overcast, gloomy skies and 
vagaries of the British weather, failed to dampen the spirits of hundreds of 
revellers 
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Abstract: � e production 
of high-quality muscat wine 
from local grape variet-
ies in Uzbekistan requires 
innovative approaches to 
improve sensory character-
istics and extend shelf-life. 
� is study explores the ap-
plication of biotechnologi-
cal methods, speci� cally the 
use of selected yeast strains 
and enzymatic treatments, 
to enhance the fermenta-
tion process and preserve 
the organoleptic properties 
of muscat wine. � e results 
demonstrate that the use 
of Saccharomyces cerevi-
siae strains combined with 
pectinase enzymes sig-
ni� cantly improves aroma 
retention and reduces oxi-
dative degradation, extend-
ing shelf-life by up to 20%. 
� ese � ndings o� er practi-
cal implications for the local 
wine industry, aligning with 
international quality stan-
dards such as ISO 22000.1. 
Introduction: Muscat wine, 
known for its distinctive 
� oral and fruity aroma, is 
a valuable product in the 
global wine industry. In 
Uzbekistan, local grape 
varieties such as Muscat 
of Alexandria and Muscat 
Ottonel present unique op-
portunities for producing 
premium wines. However, 
challenges such as incon-
sistent fermentation, loss of 
volatile aroma compounds, 
and limited shelf-life hinder 
the competitiveness of local 
products. Biotechnological 
interventions, including the 
use of selected yeast strains 
and enzymatic treatments, 
have shown promise in ad-
dressing these issues (Smith 
et al., 2020). � is study aims 
to evaluate the e�  cacy of 

biotechnological methods 
in improving the quality 
and storage stability of mus-
cat wine produced from Uz-
bek grape varieties.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Raw Materials: Muscat 
grapes (Vitis vinifera L.) 
were sourced from vine-
yards in the Samarkand re-
gion of Uzbekistan during 
the 2024 harvest season.
2.2. Yeast Strains: Two 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae 
strains (SC-01 and SC-02) 
were selected for their high 
fermentation e�  ciency and 
aroma-enhancing proper-
ties.
2.3. Enzymatic Treatment: 
Pectinase enzyme (Pec-
5, 0.02 g/L) was applied 
during juice clari� cation to 
improve extraction and re-
duce viscosity.
2.4. Fermentation Process: 
Fermentation was conduct-
ed at 18°C for 14 days in 
stainless steel tanks under 
controlled conditions.

2.5. Analytical Methods: 
Sensory analysis was per-
formed by a panel of 10 
trained experts. Chemical 
composition (alcohol con-
tent, residual sugar, and 
volatile compounds) was 
analyzed using gas chroma-
tography-mass spectrom-
etry (GC-MS). Shelf-life 
was assessed by monitoring 
oxidative stability over six 
months.
2.6. Statistical Analysis: 
Data were analyzed using 
ANOVA with a signi� cance 
level of p<0.05.3. 

Results and Discussion
3.1. Fermentation E�  cien-
cy: � e SC-01 strain exhib-
ited a 15% higher fermen-
tation rate compared to the 
control (wild yeast), achiev-
ing an alcohol content of 
12.5% v/v. � e use of pecti-
nase reduced fermentation 
time by 10% by improving 
juice clarity and nutrient 
availability.
3.2. Aroma Pro� le: GC-MS 

analysis revealed a 25% in-
crease in key volatile com-
pounds (linalool and gera-
niol) in wines treated with 
SC-01 and pectinase, en-
hancing the characteristic 
� oral notes of muscat wine.
3.3. Shelf-Life: Wines pro-
duced with biotechnolog-
ical interventions showed 
a 20% reduction in oxida-
tive degradation a� er six 
months of storage at 15°C, 
compared to the control 
group.
3.4. Sensory Evaluation: 
Sensory scores for aroma 
intensity and overall qual-
ity were signi� cantly high-
er (p<0.05) for the treated 
wines, aligning with con-
sumer preferences for pre-
mium muscat wines.
� ese results are consistent 
with previous studies (Jack-
son, 2021), which highlight 
the role of biotechnology 
in optimizing wine quality. 
� e � ndings suggest that 
local producers can adopt 
these methods to meet in-

ternational standards, such 
as those outlined by the In-
ternational Organization of 
Vine and Wine (OIV).4. 
Conclusion: � e application 
of Saccharomyces cerevisiae 
strains and pectinase en-
zymes signi� cantly enhanc-
es the quality and shelf-life 
of muscat wine produced 
from Uzbek grape variet-
ies. � ese biotechnological 
methods o� er a sustainable 
approach to improving fer-
mentation e�  ciency, aroma 
retention, and storage sta-
bility. � e results provide 
a foundation for further 
research into scaling these 
techniques for commercial 
wine production in Uzbeki-
stan, contributing to the 
global competitiveness of 
the local wine industry.
            
Sirojiddinov Asliddin
Gulistan state university
Uzbekistan. Gulistan city

Application of Biotechnological Methods in Enhancing the 
Quality and Shelf-Life of Muscat Wine Produced from Local 
Grape Varieties in Uzbekistan

Worth
Noting:

• 3.1. Fermentation 
E�  ciency: � e SC-01 strain 
exhibited a 15% higher 
fermentation rate compared 
to the control (wild yeast), 
achieving an alcohol con-
tent of 12.5% v/v. � e use of 
pectinase reduced fermenta-
tion time by 10% by improv-
ing juice clarity and nutrient 
availability.
• 3.2. Aroma Pro� le: 
GC-MS analysis revealed a 
25% increase in key volatile 
compounds (linalool and 
geraniol) in wines treated 
with SC-01 and pectinase, 
enhancing the characteristic 
� oral notes of muscat wine.
• 3.3. Shelf-Life: 
Wines produced with bio-
technological interventions 
showed a 20% reduction 
in oxidative degradation 
a� er six months of storage 
at 15°C, compared to the 
control group.

By: Sirojiddinov Asliddin
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Raw Sewer: A Silent � reat to Kenya’s Waterways 
and Urban Health 

Environment

Raw sewer is one of the most serious 
yet overlooked threats to the health 
of our urban environments, wa-
terways, and food systems in Ken-
ya. Despite being home to rapidly 
growing urban populations, only 
about 20% of Kenya’s urban resi-
dents are connected to proper sew-
er systems. � is means that the vast 
majority of human waste in towns 
and cities ends up in open drains, 
soak pits, rivers, or poorly main-
tained septic tanks. In some towns, 
the landlords have made sure that 
the caretakers have direct orders 
to pump the raw sewer from septic 
tanks into open or closed drains at 
night or during rainy days. � e re-
sult is a dangerous cocktail of health 
risks, environmental degradation, 
and social injustice that dispropor-
tionately a� ects the urban poor and 
downstream communities.
In towns such as Kikuyu, a sewer 
line was installed nearly two years 
ago, yet there is still no local treat-
ment plant. Consequently, all the 
sewage is directed by gravity along 
river Nyongara (one of the tributar-
ies of Nairobi river) and ultimately 
discharged to the Dandora sewage 
treatment ponds in Ruai, Nairobi. 
� e sewer lines follow the natural 
contours of rivers, increasing the 
risk of leaks and deliberate discharg-
es into water bodies. Along these 
rivers, smallholder farmers depend 
on the water for irrigation and do-
mestic use. When sewage leaks into 
these rivers, it leads to serious health 
and environmental problems. Crops 
grown with sewage-contaminated 
water are o� en consumed without 
full awareness of the contamination. 
� is practice introduces dangerous 
pathogens and toxic substances into 

the food chain, contributing to cases 
of food poisoning, diarrhoea diar-
rheal diseases, typhoid, and intes-
tinal parasites Vegetables irrigated 
with raw sewage water may appear 
clean but can carry invisible bacte-
ria such as E. coli and Salmonella, 
which pose serious health risks, es-
pecially to children and people with 
weakened immune systems.
� e Nairobi River, which cuts 
through Kenya’s capital, has become 
the most polluted river in the coun-
try, heavily burdened by raw sewage, 
industrial e�  uent, and solid waste. 
� e river, which was once a life-giv-
ing watercourse, is now a conduit 
for disease and contamination. � e 
pollution does not stop in Nairobi; 
the Nairobi River � ows into the Athi 
River and eventually empties into 
the Indian Ocean at the Sabaki es-
tuary in Kili�  County � is means 
that the impact of urban sewage 
mismanagement in Nairobi can be 
felt hundreds of kilometres down-
stream, a� ecting communities, live-
stock, agriculture, and even marine 
ecosystems Fish stocks are threat-
ened, and coastal pollution is wors-
ened by inland negligence. � ere is, 
however, a glimmer of hope through 
President Ruto and his administra-
tion’s Nairobi river engineering and 
regeneration program. Which shall 
help to signi� cantly reduce or even 
end the raw sewer discharge. � is 
program is under Nairobi Rivers 
Commission (NRC).
In many informal settlements in 
Kenya, open drainage systems are 
clogged with black, smelly waste-
water, with the ever-present stench 
of raw sewer forming a permanent 
part of daily life. Children play 
near open drains, residents cook 
and wash close to the foul-smelling 
channels, and respiratory and wa-
terborne diseases thrive. Poor sani-
tation, open defecation, and lack of 
proper infrastructure have turned 
many of these neighbourhoods into 

high-risk health zones.
While Kenya does have some waste-
water treatment infrastructure, at 
least 49 sewage treatment systems 
using methods such as stabilization 
ponds, oxidation ditches, aerated 
lagoons, and constructed wetlands, 
these systems are either overbur-
dened, under-maintained, or cover 
only a small fraction of urban popu-
lations. Nairobi alone has two main 
treatment plants: the Dandora stabi-
lization ponds and the Kariobangi 
wastewater treatment plant. Howev-
er, the volume of untreated waste far 
exceeds the capacity of these facili-
ties, leading to the routine release of 
partially treated or raw sewage into 
the environment.
� is crisis calls for urgent and com-
prehensive action. Relying solely on 
centralized treatment systems will 
not solve the problem. Kenya must 
accelerate the construction of de-
centralized treatment plants in rap-
idly growing satellite towns like Ki-
kuyu, Ngong, Ruiru, and Athi River. 
� ese localized systems can treat 
waste closer to where it is produced, 
reducing the need for long, leak-
age-prone sewer lines. In addition, 
Kenya should embrace nature-based 
solutions such as constructed wet-

lands, which are cost-e� ective, en-
vironmentally friendly, and suitable 
for peri-urban settings. Countries 
like Rwanda have successfully im-
plemented constructed wetland 
systems in urban areas, signi� cantly 
improving water quality and sanita-
tion without the need for complex 
or expensive technology.
Furthermore, enforcement of envi-
ronmental laws must be strength-
ened. Illegal sewer connections, 
industrial pollution, and dumping 
of waste into rivers must be met 
with stricter penalties and consis-
tent monitoring. Public awareness 
campaigns are also essential to help 
communities understand the risks of 
raw sewage and to encourage collec-
tive responsibility for keeping water 
sources clean. Community-led total 
sanitation (CLTS) programs, which 
have worked in countries like Ban-
gladesh and India, can be adapted 
to the Kenyan context to eliminate 
open defecation and promote prop-
er waste disposal even in informal 
settings.
Globally, Kenya can draw inspira-
tion from successful models such 
as Singapore’s NEWater program, 
which recycles more than 98% of its 
wastewater into clean, reusable wa-

ter for industry and even drinking. 
While Kenya may not be ready for 
such advanced recycling at scale, the 
principle of turning waste into a re-
source is vital. Every drop of waste-
water that is safely treated and re-
used is a gain for health, agriculture, 
and the environment.
In conclusion, the menace of raw 
sewer in Kenya is not just a san-
itation issue. It is a direct threat to 
health, food safety, environmental 
integrity, and national development. 
It poisons our rivers, pollutes our 
farms, infects our food, and un-
dermines the dignity of urban life. 
� e time for half-measures is over. 
Kenya must act urgently, embracing 
both technology and nature to cre-
ate a future where clean rivers, safe 
food, and healthy communities are 
not a privilege for a few but a right 
for all. � is right should he pro-
pelled not only both the two levels 
of government but also by public 
participation and involvement. 

David Wakogy, 
Coordinator Friends of Ondiri & Cli-
mate Worx Lead, Ondiri Wetland. 
dwakogy@gmail.com

By: David Wakogy
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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� e Importance of Ecology in Uzbekistan
Uzbekistan

Introduction 
Ecology is a crucial branch 
of science that deals with 
the relationships between 
living organisms and their 
environment. In Uzbeki-
stan, a country located in 
Central Asia with a diverse 
natural landscape that in-
cludes deserts, mountains, 
rivers, and fertile valleys, 
ecology plays a vital role in 
ensuring sustainable devel-
opment, public health, and 
environmental protection. 
� e importance of ecology 
in Uzbekistan has grown 
signi� cantly in recent years 
due to the increasing threats 
posed by climate change, 
deserti� cation, water scarci-
ty, and industrial pollution. 
� is article explores the 
ecological situation in Uz-
bekistan, the key challenges, 
and the measures taken to 
improve environmental sus-
tainability in the country.

Ecological Diversity and 
Natural Resources of Uz-
bekistan

Uzbekistan is rich in biodi-
versity and natural resourc-
es. It is home to more than 
27,000 species of � ora and 
fauna, including some en-
dangered species like the 
Bukhara deer and the Saiga 
antelope. � e country’s 
landscape includes the Kyz-
ylkum Desert, the Tien Shan 
and Pamir mountain rang-
es, and the fertile Fergana 
Valley. Major rivers like the 
Amu Darya and Syr Darya 
have traditionally supported 
agriculture and human set-
tlements. 
However, these natural re-
sources are under threat 
due to poor environmental 
management in the past, 
excessive water usage for ag-
riculture, deforestation, and 
overgrazing. � e Aral Sea 
crisis is one of the most trag-
ic ecological disasters in the 
world and a major example 
of how mismanagement of 
resources can lead to long-
term environmental dam-
age. Once the fourth-largest 
inland sea in the world, the 
Aral Sea has almost com-
pletely dried up due to the 
diversion of its feeding riv-
ers for cotton irrigation. 
� is has led to increased 
salinity, dust storms, loss of 
biodiversity, and negative 
health impacts on the local 
population.

Climate Change and Its 
Impact

Climate change is one of 
the most pressing ecolog-
ical issues in Uzbekistan. 
� e country is experienc-
ing rising temperatures, re-

duced precipitation, and an 
increase in extreme weath-
er events such as droughts, 
� oods, and heatwaves. � ese 
changes have a direct im-
pact on agriculture, which 
is a key sector of the Uzbek 
economy. Cotton and wheat, 
two major crops, are partic-
ularly vulnerable to water 
shortages and changing 
weather patterns. 
Moreover, climate change is 
accelerating deserti� cation. 
Large areas of formerly ar-
able land are turning into 
deserts due to overuse, lack 
of proper irrigation tech-
niques, and high soil salin-
ity. According to environ-
mental experts, more than 
60% of Uzbekistan’s territo-
ry is a� ected by deserti� ca-
tion, which poses a serious 
threat to food security, rural 
livelihoods, and ecological 
balance.

Water Management Issues

Water scarcity is another 
signi� cant ecological chal-
lenge in Uzbekistan. As a 
double landlocked country 
with a mostly arid climate, 
Uzbekistan depends heavily 
on the Amu Darya and Syr 
Darya rivers for its water 
supply. However, due to in-
e�  cient irrigation systems, 
outdated infrastructure, 
and transboundary water 
disputes with neighboring 
countries, water availability 
remains limited and poorly 
managed. 
In some regions, the salini-
ty of water has increased to 
dangerous levels, a� ecting 
both agriculture and pub-
lic health. Groundwater 
depletion is also a grow-
ing concern, especially in 
the western regions like 
Karakalpakstan, where peo-
ple face severe water short-
ages. Addressing water-re-
lated ecological problems 
requires better international 
cooperation, modern irri-
gation techniques, and wa-
ter-saving technologies.

Air and Soil Pollution

Uzbekistan faces serious 
air and soil pollution prob-
lems, especially in urban 
and industrial areas. Cities 
like Tashkent, Samarkand, 
and Navoi are experiencing 
increased air pollution due 
to the rise in vehicle emis-
sions, industrial activities, 
and coal-based energy pro-
duction. In rural areas, the 
excessive use of chemical 
fertilizers and pesticides has 
degraded soil quality and af-
fected the ecosystem. 
� e legacy of the Soviet-era 
industrial policies has le�  
behind numerous polluted 

sites and untreated waste. 
For example, uranium min-
ing in the past has caused 
radioactive contamination 
in some regions. Improper 
waste disposal and lack of 
recycling programs further 
worsen the situation. � ese 
problems not only harm the 
environment but also pose a 
direct threat to the health of 
the population.

Government Policies and 
Environmental Reforms

In recent years, the govern-
ment of Uzbekistan has rec-
ognized the importance of 
environmental protection 
and has taken several steps 
to improve the ecological 
situation. In 2017, the State 
Committee for Ecology and 
Environmental Protection 
was established to coor-
dinate national e� orts for 
environmental monitoring, 
protection, and policy im-
plementation. Several envi-
ronmental laws and strat-
egies have been adopted, 
including the Strategy for 
the Transition to a Green 
Economy (2019–2030). 
� e government has also 
launched a� orestation cam-
paigns to combat desert-
i� cation and dust storms. 
Millions of trees have been 
planted, especially in the 
dried-up Aral Sea bed. Proj-
ects to improve waste man-
agement, promote renew-
able energy, and modernize 
water usage are being imple-
mented with the support of 
international organizations 
such as the United Nations, 
World Bank, and European 
Union.

Eco-Education and Public 
Awareness

Another essential aspect of 

ecological improvement in 
Uzbekistan is raising envi-
ronmental awareness among 
the population. Eco-educa-
tion is being integrated into 
the school curriculum, and 
environmental NGOs are 
working to educate citizens 
about recycling, water con-
servation, and sustainable 
living. Programs such as 
“Eco-Schools Uzbekistan” 
are helping students and 
teachers become active par-
ticipants in environmental 
protection. 
Public campaigns, commu-
nity clean-up events, and 
green projects are helping 
to build a culture of envi-
ronmental responsibility. 
� e increasing use of digi-
tal platforms and media to 
spread ecological messag-
es has also contributed to 
greater awareness, especially 
among the youth.

International Cooperation 
and Future Outlook

Uzbekistan is actively co-
operating with internation-
al partners to tackle envi-
ronmental challenges. � e 
country is a member of sev-
eral global environmental 
agreements, including the 
Paris Climate Agreement, 
the United Nations Con-
vention to Combat Deserti-
� cation (UNCCD), and the 
Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD). Cross-bor-
der cooperation on water 
resource management with 
countries like Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan is 
also critical for regional sta-
bility and sustainability. 
Looking ahead, Uzbekistan 
must continue to prioritize 
ecology in its development 
agenda. � is includes in-
vesting in clean energy, en-
forcing environmental regu-

lations, supporting scienti� c 
research, and empowering 
local communities to par-
ticipate in conservation ef-
forts. A holistic, inclusive 
approach that balances eco-
nomic growth with environ-
mental sustainability will 
ensure a healthier and more 
prosperous future for the 
country.

Conclusion

Ecology is not just an ac-
ademic subject or a poli-
cy issue — it is a matter of 
survival and prosperity. In 
Uzbekistan, where the en-
vironment directly a� ects 
agriculture, health, and the 
economy, protecting eco-
logical balance is more im-
portant than ever. � e chal-
lenges are many, but so are 
the opportunities. � rough 
informed policy-making, 
community engagement, 
and international coopera-
tion, Uzbekistan can build 
a greener, more sustainable 
future for generations to 
come. 

My name is Shabbona Ab-
durashidova, daughter of 
Umidjon, a passionate and 
ambitious student born on 
February 22, 2009, in Chinaz 
district, Tashkent Region, 
Uzbekistan! 
I currently study at School 
No. 20. I have earned sev-
eral educational grants and 
awards, and I attented  Eco-
IT camp and Central Asia 
youth Eco camp

Worth
Noting:

• Uzbekistan is rich in 
biodiversity and natural re-
sources. It is home to more 
than 27,000 species of � ora 
and fauna, including some 
endangered species like the 
Bukhara deer and the Saiga 
antelope. � e country’s 
landscape includes the Kyz-
ylkum Desert, the Tien Shan 
and Pamir mountain ranges, 
and the fertile Fergana 
Valley. Major rivers like the 
Amu Darya and Syr Darya 
have traditionally support-
ed agriculture and human 
settlements. 
• However, these 
natural resources are under 
threat due to poor environ-
mental management in the 
past, excessive water usage 
for agriculture, deforesta-
tion, and overgrazing. � e 
Aral Sea crisis is one of 
the most tragic ecological 
disasters in the world and 
a major example of how mis-
management of resources 
can lead to long-term envi-
ronmental damage. Once 
the fourth-largest inland sea 
in the world, the Aral Sea 
has almost completely dried 
up due to the diversion of 
its feeding rivers for cot-
ton irrigation. � is has led 
to increased salinity, dust 
storms, loss of biodiversity, 
and negative health impacts 
on the local population.

By: Shabbona Abdurashidova
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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A special tribute to spiritual Guru Raman Trivedi 
Ji 

Celebrate

Among the countless galaxies in this 
in� nite universe, our Earth has been 
journeying in the Milky Way since 
time immemorial. On this Earth, 
the wheel of time has continued to 
turn endlessly. Countless eras have 
come and gone, many species have 
vanished, but humanity alone has 
survived throughout, thanks to its 
unparalleled courage and unyield-
ing spirit, all by the grace of the Su-
preme Divine Power. 
It is believed in some sections of 
the God fearing Hindu faithful 
that humans are blessed directly by 
Mahakaal — the eternal, formless, 
all-powerful Lord of Time, who 
lives as a self-manifested Jyotirlinga 
in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, known 
worldwide as Mahakaleshwar Jy-
otirlinga. 
In this sacred Mahakal temple, 
Pandit Dattatreya Trivedi Ji and his 
family have dedicated generations 
to worship and divine service. Pan-
dit Dattatreya Ji not only performed 
daily rituals but also guided society 
towards moral and spiritual values. 
Regardless of the season — summer, 
monsoon, or winter — he o� ered 
the sacred Bhasma Aarti daily, de-
voting his entire life to the feet of 
Mahakaal. 
His family included his devot-
ed wife, two sons, and a daughter. 
However, life’s eternal law stays un-
changeable — every soul ultimately 
returns to its divine abode. When 
Pandit Dattatreya Ji departed for his 
heavenly journey, the family was en-
gulfed in grief. All Hindu religious 
rites and traditions were conducted 
with utmost devotion. 
At that tender moment, only 11 
years old, Pandit Raman Trivedi Ji 
took full responsibility for the entire 
family upon his young shoulders. 
� e only source of income was the 
o� erings and donations from dev-
otees visiting the Mahakal temple. 
Despite his tender age, Raman Ji 
protected and supported his mother, 
his younger brother Pandit Dinesh 
Trivedi Ji, and his sister. 
Ujjain at that time was far from 
modern, deeply rooted in Sanatan 
Dharma and cultural traditions. 
Pandit Raman Ji absorbed his fa-
ther’s teachings wholeheartedly and 
dedicated his life to the service of 
Mahakaal. He relentlessly pursued 
both his studies and temple duties 
with unwavering dedication. 
� ese di�  cult circumstances ma-
tured him early. He � rst arranged 
his sister’s marriage and then 
strengthened and uni� ed the family. 
Later, he married Nirmala Trivedi Ji, 
who today embodies the living form 
of Goddess Annapurna, is nurturing 
the entire family with love and de-
votion. 
Guru Raman Trivedi Ji and Nirma-
la Ji are blessed with three children: 
eldest daughter Kshamahita, son 
Umesh Trivedi (married to Madhuri 
Trivedi, with son Dev and daughter 

Devi), and youngest son Samahit 
Trivedi (married to Sonam Trive-
di, with daughter Khushi and son 
Vinayak). Today, the joint family 
lives in Ujjain. 
Pandit Raman Ji did not limit him-
self to spiritual knowledge alone. 
He excelled in modern education 
too, completing his LLB and prac-
tising law for some time. However, 
when he realised that his legal and 
social commitments were restrict-
ing his time for Mahakaal’s service, 
he made the courageous decision to 
leave his law practice and fully de-
vote himself to divine service. 
He undertook many journeys across 
India and abroad to spread the glory 
of Mahakaal. � rough � lms and me-
dia, he shared Mahakaal’s divinity 
with the masses and inspired many 
prominent personalities to visit 
Ujjain. Gradually, more and more 
devotees began visiting the temple, 
transforming their lives and receiv-
ing Mahakaal’s blessings. � e dona-
tions o� ered by devotees helped in 
further beautifying and expanding 
the temple complex. 
� rough the dedicated e� orts of 
Pandit Raman Ji and his brother 
Pandit Dinesh Ji, the golden spire 
(shikhar), the golden Shri Yantra, 
and the golden umbrella were in-
stalled in the temple — tasks that 
once seemed impossible, but which 
they turned into reality with their 
unwavering faith and determina-
tion. 
� e grand Mahakaal Sawari during 
the holy month of Shravan and the 
majestic Mahashivratri celebrations 
are also possible due to his visionary 
leadership and devotion. 
Guru Ji has provided shelter and 
support to many orphans and has 
trained many disciples who now 
spread Mahakaal’s message across 
India and abroad. He helped create 
livelihood opportunities for many 
locals near the temple, enabling 
some to open � ower shops, some to 
set up sweet shops, and others to of-
fer prasad. He has also made excep-
tional contributions to society and 
politics through his sel� ess service. 
Having seen 75 monsoons, Guru Ji 
stays fully dedicated to Mahakaal’s 
service every single day. His family 
is regarded of the most respected 
and prominent families of Ujjain. 
His wife, Nirmala Ji, a� ectionately 
known as ‘Gurumaa,’ is seen as the 
living embodiment of Goddess An-
napurna, o� ering meals with im-
mense love to countless people daily. 
For his tireless contributions to soci-
ety, Guru Ji has been honoured with 
many awards by social organisations 
and government bodies. He has also 
received honorary doctorates from 
several universities in recognition 
of his spiritual and social contribu-
tions. Recently, he was honoured 
with the World Book of Records 
London Trophy by its President, Mr. 
Santosh Shukla. 
Not just in India, but even in the 
USA, he was awarded the honorary 
title of ‘Professor’ by a prestigious 
foreign university. Pandit Raman 
Trivedi Ji is truly a walking, living 

university. Alongside his profound 
knowledge of the Vedas, Puranas, 
and Upanishads, he is also deeply 
learned in modern sciences and ed-
ucation. 
In today’s times, personalities like 
Pandit Raman Trivedi Ji are ex-
tremely rare. Kind-hearted, compas-
sionate, and devoted to helping the 
downtrodden — such noble souls 
are truly worthy of being called Ma-
harshi. 
Guru Raman Trivedi Ji stands as 
a true hero of this era, a spiritual 
beacon, a guide for society, and an 
inspiration to all humanity. His dev-
otees pray to Mahakaal to bless him 
with long life, robust health, and in-
� nite divine blessings. 
On this sacred occasion of Guru 
Purnima, I dedicate this article to 
him as an expression of my deep-
est respect, gratitude, and heart-
felt honour. I o� er him my countless 
salutations for his divine service and 
invaluable contributions to society. 
Our writer Maya Madkoriya is an 
international writer and advocate 
at Bhopal District Court in Bhopal, 
Madhya Pradesh, India. She is a dev-
otee of  Pandit Raman Trivedi Ji.

By: Maya Madkoriya in Bhopal, 
India
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

..............................................

Our writer Maya Madkoriya author and advocate 

Guru Raman Trivedi in the Mahakaal Temple in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, India

Mahakaal Temple in Ujjain is a place for pilgrimage.



DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL 
SAT-FRI: Aug 2 - Aug 8, 2025

INTERNATIONAL
NEWS 09

......

......

...........................

...........................

........................

For All your Advertisement needs
Email: ads@mountkenyatimes.co.ke

diasporaglobalnews@yahoo.com / diasporaglobalnews@gmail.com
FacebooK: https://www.facebook.com/DiasporaGlobal

Twitter: https://twitter.com/DiasporaGlobal1
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/diaspora-global-1a15ab210/

Intagram: @DiasporaGlobal1, TikTok: @DiasporaGlobal
YouTube: Diaspora Global



DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL 
SAT-FRI: Aug 2 - Aug 8, 2025

BIG READ10
UK News

By: Shamlal Puri
Associate Publisher 
& Senior Editor – UK                                                                                                                    
shamlalpuri4@gmail.com
..............................................

Contd from Page 1

Kenya Welcomes � e World With 
Songs, Dances And Drumbeats

Worth
Noting:

• Each year, the 
event has been held at a 
di� erent venue all over 
London, giving local 
diasporans the opportuni-
ty for a short walk to the 
park.
• � e opening day 
was a crowd puller with 
thousands of people walk-
ing through the gates. 
• � ose who attend-
ed were not only Kenyan 
diasporans from as far 
as Scotland and Wales, 
local Britons and also 
from other countries. � e 
event, without doubt, has 
an international bearing.
• As revellers walked 
to the Acton Park this 
year, they could hear the 
sounds of loud music, 
drum beats and Tanoy 
systems in high decibels 
from a stage, keeping 
those already in the Park 
a vibrant presence of Ken-
yan culture.

systems in high decibels 
from a stage, keeping those 
already in the Park a vibrant 
presence of Kenyan culture.
� ere was a packed pro-
gramme with everything 
for everyone – children, 
senior citizens, the young 
crowd and stalls o� ering 
their products and services 
ranging from health insur-
ance, cargo shipping, ed-
ucation, clothes, religious 
books, banking, money 
remittance back home and 
those in need of a cool drink 
– Slush stall, and oh yes, the 
ice cream van parked conve-
niently at the entrance.
� e presence of cold drinks 
and ice cream was essen-
tial because the UK has re-
cently seen a sizzling 2025 
summer with temperatures 
nudging as high as 38 de-
grees Celsius or even 40 de-
grees – a bit much for those 
in thick jackets used to the 
Eskimo-land kind of snow 
showers in some parts of the 
country.
� ere were some remark-
ably interesting displays 
in the stalls spread all over 
a section of Acton Park. 
� e security was tight and 
well-handled.
Talking of security, of spe-
cial interest was the Civ-
il Nuclear Constabulary 
(CNC) stand, inviting those 
interested young people to 
join the CNC as a Police Of-
� cer.
Interestingly, the CNC is 
not part of the London Met-
ropolitan Police and is not 
a�  liated with the Home Of-
� ce, which handles the UK 
Police Force.
� e CNC is a unique armed 
police force, as part of the 
wider policing family, they 
provide world-class protec-
tion of nuclear materials and 
facilities across the UK.
Its o�  cials say, “Whether 
we’re securing civil nuclear 
sites or material in transit, 
we have to protect the pub-
lic.
“As a CNC o�  cer, you’ll be 
trained to an exceptional 
standard to provide an agile, 
collaborative and e� ective 
armed response, adding, 
“With your skills, determi-
nation and ambition, you’ll 
help ful� l our mission of 
protecting our locations 
and the UK public – while 
enjoying a rewarding career  
as part of an inclusive, sup-
portive police team.”
“We are having many inter-
ested young people coming 
to us for further informa-
tion.”
Another interesting stall was 
Global Education (GEDU), 

which has a worldwide reach 
with a presence in 14 coun-
tries. � ey are in Australia, 
Canada, Germany, India, 
Ireland, Malta, Saudi Ara-
bia, Spain, the United Arab 
Emirates - Dubai, the USA 
and of course, the UK. � e 
fact that an international 
organisation such as GEDU 
can participate in the Kenya 
and Friends in the Park is 
ample testimony to this an-
nual event’s high reputation.
� ey change lives through 
education, o� ering an ex-
tensive array of courses 
including Business, Digi-
tal Technologies and Com-
puting, Construction and 
Healthcare.
Students can obtain HND, 
BA, BSc, and MSc in various 
study areas that are on o� er.
Yusuf Mandsourwala, 
Global Banking School’s 
Senior Business Develop-
ment Manager, explained 
the work of his organisa-
tion, adding there were ten 
campuses in Britain – � ve 
in London, two each in Bir-
mingham, Leeds and one in 
Manchester. 
� ere were several stalls 
selling traditional Kenyan 
textiles, with the latest and 
modern dresses. 
Joe Ngugi’s stall was selling 
packed omena, the silver 
cyprinid (Rastrineobola ar-
gentea) also known as the 
Lake Victoria sardine. It is 
also known as mukene and 
dagaa in Swahili. It is a spe-
cies of pelagic, freshwater 
ray-� nned � sh in the danio 
family, Danionidae, from 
East Africa. It is the only 
member of the genus Ras-
trineobola, according to the 
information available.
It is delicious when fried in 
palm oil. 
Omena is a delicacy many 
Kenyans, nay East Africans 
living abroad, miss.
Walking past the stalls, I 
stopped by Artistic Strokes 
and greeted Muna, a free-
lance make-up artist, face 
and body artist and beau-
tician, who said there were 
several inquiries from wom-
en visitors who were inter-
ested in her services. 
� e Tavistock Protect stall 
o� ered income protection, 
which is crucial for � nancial 
support. Its services include 
Life Insurance. 
Its range of services includes 
critical illness insurance, 
private medical insurance, 
mortgages, pension and ac-
cident cover.  

Attractive Kenyan dresses were on display at many stalls. Photo SHAMLAL PURI

How about a Caribbean treat at this stall serving goat curry and di� erent gastronomic delights? 
Photo SHAMLAL PURI

Legal advice on hand for those who need it. Photo SHAMLAL PURI

 .................................
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Joe Ngugi displays packets of Omena � sh for sale at his stall. 
Photo SHAMLAL PURI

Kenya Welcomes � e World With 
Songs, Dances And Drumbeats

� e Lem�  stall caught the 
eye of many visitors during 
the weekend, interested in 
� nding out more about the 
best and easiest way to send 
money to Africa. It o� ered a 
£10 cashback to those who 
remitted £50 or more for 
the � rst time. Many diaspo-
ras still send remittances to 
their loved ones back home.
Besides Kenya, Nigeria, 
Ghana, Cameroon, Tanza-
nia, Uganda, Benin, Senegal, 
Rwanda, it also sent money 
transfers to India, Pakistan 
and China.    
� ere was a tent for prayers 
in the park. � e PCEA UK 
Outreach had a stall with a 
wide array of literature on 
display. � eir Church in 
Barking Road, East Lon-
don, headed by Minister in 
Charge Rev Edwin Kibathi, 
invited worshippers to the 
Church on Sundays and 
Wednesdays. 
� ere were a number of 
real estate agents o� ering 
land and property services 
in Kenya. � e wide ar-
ray of new properties for 
sale showed the amazing 

progress Kenya in made in 
changing the beautiful land-
scape of the country with 
new builds.
Just as one was thinking – 
that was it, this year’s event 
could o� er us, the wa� ing 
aromas of the thrill of the 
grill could not escape one’s 
attention., One still had to 
cross the small garden path-
way in the park, not far away 
from the entrance gate, to 
witness the amazing and 
tantalising tastes of not only 
Kenyan cuisine but also the 
gastronomic delights of the 
Caribbean, Nigeria.
� ere was an extensive array 
of dishes on o� er – nyama 
choma (barbeque), pulao, 
biryani, goat meat, goat cur-
ry, steak, ugali, street food 
such as burgers with great 
o� erings from Mezani Grill, 
Safari from Joe’s Catering, 
Fast Food Bar, Caribbean 
Cuisine, Kwetu and Mizizi, 
among others.

Worth
Noting:

• � ere was a packed 
programme with every-
thing for everyone – chil-
dren, senior citizens, the 
young crowd and stalls 
o� ering their products 
and services ranging from 
health insurance, car-
go shipping, education, 
clothes, religious books, 
banking, money remit-
tance back home and 
those in need of a cool 
drink – Slush stall, and 
oh yes, the ice cream van 
parked conveniently at 
the entrance.
• � e presence of 
cold drinks and ice cream 
was essential because the 
UK has recently seen a 
sizzling 2025 summer 
with temperatures nudg-
ing as high as 38 degrees 
Celsius or even 40 degrees 
– a bit much for those in 
thick jackets used to the 
Eskimo-land kind of snow 
showers in some parts of 
the country.
• � ere were some 
remarkably interesting 
displays in the stalls 
spread all over a section 
of Acton Park. � e securi-
ty was tight and well-han-
dled.

With a global touch, Global Banking School o� ers Global Education.  Senior Manager Yusuf 
Mandsourwala, right, with his team Photo SHAMLAL PURI.

Adding the African beat to the event brought even more joy. 
Poto SHAMLAL PURI

Special Police at your service. � e Civil Nuclear Constabulary stall. Photo SHAMLAL PURI 

Children of the new generation enjoying a session of drumming. Photo SHAMLAL
PURI
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Able Community: Cleaning Up For A Brighter 
Future In Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe

Advocacy Bold Life Em-
powerment (ABLE), a lead-
ing advocacy organization 
in Zimbabwe, has taken a 
signi� cant step towards pro-
moting environmental sus-
tainability and community 
development by launching 
a comprehensive clean-up 
campaign across the coun-
try. � e initiative aims to not 
only beautify public spac-
es but also raise awareness 
about the importance of 
proper waste management 
and its impact on public 
health.
 � rough this e� ort, ABLE 
seeks to empower local 
communities to take own-
ership of their environment 
and work together towards 
creating a cleaner, healthier 
and more sustainable future 
for all Zimbabweans.
As a way to promote envi-
ronmental cleanliness and 
community responsibility, 
Kadoma’s Life Technical 
Training Institute, through 
its Community Based Or-
ganisation, Advocacy Bold 
Life Empowerment (ABLE) 
program, held a successful 
clean-up campaign in the 
Central Business District 
(CBD) of Kadoma last Fri-
day. � is initiative high-
lighted the institution’s com-
mitment to empowering the 
youth and fostering a sense 
of community pride.
� e clean-up campaign, 
which saw students and sta�  
from Life Technical Train-
ing Institute, Government 
Ministries and the Com-
munity coming together to 
pick up litter and beautify 
the CBD, demonstrating the 
power of collective action 
in maintaining a clean and 
healthy environment. � is 
e� ort to promote cleanliness 
and community responsibil-
ity aligns with the institute’s 
mission to empower the 
youth with skills and values 
that will make them self-re-
liant and competitive in the 
workforce, as emphasized 
by the institution’s focus on 
technical education.
Guest of Honour Sanyati 
Assistant District Develop-
ment Coordinator Jabson 
Muungani said Environ-
ment plays an improvement 
for healthy living and exis-
tence of � ora and fauna’s life 
in the planet and he encour-
aged people to play a crucial 
role in maintaining its cle, 
safety and protection.
“Environment plays an im-
portant role for healthy liv-
ing and existence of � ora 
and fauna’s life on the plan-
et,” he said
“People have to play a cru-

cial role in maintaining the 
cleanliness, safety, and pro-
tection of the environment.” 
In line with this, organiza-
tions like ABLE are working 
tirelessly to raise awareness, 
educate, and advocate for 
environmental stewardship, 
promoting a collective e� ort 
to preserve our planet,” he 
concluded 
� e event was a resound-
ing success, with partici-
pants working tirelessly to 
collect trash and beautify 
the area along Cameroon 
Street, railway station and 
Waverly Secondary. � e 
clean-up campaign not only 
improved the aesthetic ap-
peal of the CBD but also 
served as a reminder of the 
importance of community 
involvement in maintaining 
a clean environment.
 Andrew Mugabe, Director 
of Life Technical Training 
Institute, said “� e CBO 
is working in line with the 
President’s vision of cleaning 
the environment every � rst 
Friday of each month. ABLE 
will take it a step further by 
cleaning the environment 
every month, demonstrat-
ing our commitment to en-
vironmental sustainability,” 
he said 
During an interview on the 
sidelines of the clean-up 
campaign,Sanyati District 
Environmental Manage-
ment Agency (EMA) Rol-
len Ndagurwa, she said “We 
encourage cleanliness in the 
environment and proper 
waste management prac-
tices, such as grading litter 
according to their nature, 
like bottles, plastic, or pa-
pers and we aim to promote 
e� ective waste segregation 
and recycling, contributing 
to a cleaner and healthier 
environment,” 
School learners were happy 
to be part of the clean-up 
inorder to male the environ-
ment clean and they valued 
the importance of cleanli-
ness.
“We are happy to be part 
of the clean-up campaign 
to make our environment 
clean,” said the school learn-
ers and we value the impor-
tance of engaging young 
people in environmental 
initiatives and promoting 
a sense of responsibility to-
wards maintaining a clean 
and healthy environment,” 
said the learners.
� e successful clean-up 
campaign organised by Life 
Technical Training Institute 
through ABLE is evident to 
the institution’s dedication 
to making a positive im-
pact in the community. By 

working together, the in-
stitute and the community 
created a cleaner, healthier, 
and more sustainable envi-
ronment for everyone. � is 
initiative set a great example 
for other organisations and 
individuals in Kadoma to 
follow, promoting a culture 
of cleanliness and commu-
nity responsibility.
� e clean-up campaign was 
a collaborative e� ort, graced 
by the presence of the Public 
Service Commission, Dis-
trict Development Coordi-
nator’s o�  ce, Zero Waste 
Movement, Environmental 
Management Agency, vari-
ous organizations, schools, 
and other government of-
� cials. � is collective ini-
tiative underscores the 
importance of community 
involvement and inter-agen-
cy collaboration in promot-
ing environmental cleanli-
ness and sustainability.

Worth
Noting:

• As a way to promote 
environmental cleanliness 
and community responsibil-
ity, Kadoma’s Life Technical 
Training Institute, through 
its Community Based Or-
ganisation, Advocacy Bold 
Life Empowerment (ABLE) 
program, held a success-
ful clean-up campaign in 
the Central Business Dis-
trict (CBD) of Kadoma 
last Friday. � is initiative 
highlighted the institution’s 
commitment to empowering 
the youth and fostering a 
sense of community pride.
• � e clean-up cam-
paign, which saw students 
and sta�  from Life Tech-
nical Training Institute, 
Government Ministries 
and the Community com-
ing together to pick up 
litter and beautify the CBD, 
demonstrating the power of 
collective action in main-
taining a clean and healthy 
environment. � is e� ort 
to promote cleanliness and 
community responsibility 
aligns with the institute’s 
mission to empower the 
youth with skills and values 
that will make them self-re-
liant and competitive in the 
workforce, as emphasized 
by the institution’s focus on 
technical education.

By: Chimeno Azriel
azrielchimeno@gmail.com
Zimbabwe 
..............................................
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Kenya Welcomes � e World With 
Songs, Dances And Drumbeats

Kenya
and 
Friends
in the 
Park 
2025

� e children’s play area also 
saw excited kids enjoying 
their outings and rides on 
the � rst day of the event. 
An excited Lydia Tett Olet, 
the event’s founder and the 
main moving force with her 
dedicated team, was elated. 
“Some people thought I did 
this!!! No, this was all your 
doing – those who attended 
physically, prayed, contrib-
uted � nancially, shared the 
information and publicised 
the event. � ank you for 
making this happen. You 
made great memories for 
2025. It can only be God.”
She announced that Kenya 
and the Friends in the Park 
will return next year on 25th 
and 26th July 2026.

Worth
Noting:

• “As a CNC o�  cer, 
you’ll be trained to an 
exceptional standard to 
provide an agile, collabo-
rative and e� ective armed 
response, adding, “With 
your skills, determination 
and ambition, you’ll help 
ful� l our mission of pro-
tecting our locations and 
the UK public – while en-
joying a rewarding career  
as part of an inclusive, 
supportive police team.”
• “We are having 
many interested young 
people coming to us for 
further information.”
• Another interest-
ing stall was Global Edu-
cation (GEDU), which has 
a worldwide reach with a 
presence in 14 countries. 
� ey are in Australia, 
Canada, Germany, India, 
Ireland, Malta, Saudi 
Arabia, Spain, the United 
Arab Emirates - Dubai, 
the USA and of course, 
the UK. � e fact that an 
international organisa-
tion such as GEDU can 
participate in the Kenya 
and Friends in the Park is 
ample testimony to this 
annual event’s high repu-
tation.

Memorable day out for these teenagers waiting to enjoy Kenyan 
food. Photo SHAMLAL PURI

Finger lick’n good. � is young Kenyan enjoys tucking into her 
favorite nyama choma treat. Photo SHAMLAL PURI 

Happy to be here...two young Kenyan friends enjoying a conver-
sation. Photo SHAMLAL PURI

Cheerful Muna at her Artistic Strokes stall o� ering beauty ser-
vices. Photo SHAMLAL PURI

Tempting dishes on display at the Safari, Joe’s Catering stall. 
Photo SHAMLAL PURI

Replenishing nyama choma stocks to keep the many people 
waiting in the queue at this open-air take-away.  Photo SHAM-
LAL PURI
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lu-Natal Provincial Police 
Commissioner. Born on 
February 5, 1973, in Kwa-
Zulu-Natal, his career in 
law enforcement has been 
extensive, marked by signif-
icant roles and a reputation 
for resolute action against 
organized crime and cor-
ruption.
Mkhwanazi’s journey 
through the SAPS ranks has 
seen him hold crucial posi-
tions, including a period as 
acting National Police Com-
missioner, demonstrating 
his leadership capabilities 
at the highest level. He is 
notably a former head of 
the elite Special Task Force 
(colloquially known as the 
“Taakies”), a unit renowned 
for its exceptionally rigorous 
selection and training pro-
cesses. His deep operation-
al experience and strategic 
acumen are well-regarded 
within police circles.
He is widely recognized for 
his unwavering stance on 
corruption and his willing-
ness to confront challenging 
situations. � is commitment 
to integrity has not always 
been without its di�  culties; 
Mkhwanazi has previously 
faced and successfully over-
come an investigation into 
his conduct by the Inde-
pendent Police Investigative 
Directorate, with the case 
ultimately being dropped 
following a public “Hands 
o�  Mkhwanazi” campaign 
that highlighted signi� cant 
support for him. � is histo-
ry underscores his resilience 
and the public’s percep-
tion of him as a dedicated, 
no-nonsense law enforcer.

� e Bombshell Brie� ng: Al-
legations � at Shook a Na-
tion

� e seismic event that has 
captivated South Africa oc-
curred on July 6, 2025. In a 
highly unusual and dramat-
ic press brie� ng, Mkhwana-
zi, dressed in the distinctive 
Special Task Force camou-
� age and � anked by armed 
police o�  cers, delivered a 
scathing indictment of sys-
temic corruption within the 
very institutions meant to 
uphold law and order.
His allegations were 
far-reaching and deeply dis-
turbing:

Political Interference at the 
Highest Levels: Mkhwa-
nazi directly accused the 
then-Police Minister, Sen-
zo Mchunu, and Deputy 
National Commissioner 
Shadrack Sibiya, of se-
vere political interference. 

He claimed they colluded 
with criminal elements and 
unlawfully withdrew 121 
high-priority case dockets 
from the Political Killings 
Task Team, a specialized 
unit formed to investigate 
politically motivated assassi-
nations. � e implication was 
clear: powerful individuals 
were actively undermining 
investigations to protect a 
network of politically con-
nected � gures.

A Pervasive Criminal Syn-
dicate: Beyond individual 
accusations, Mkhwanazi 
painted a grim picture of a 
vast criminal enterprise. He 
alleged that a powerful drug 
cartel based in Gauteng 
exerted control over a 
high-level criminal syndi-
cate, which had in� ltrated 
and compromised the South 
African Police Service, the 
Police Ministry, Parliament, 
o�  cial prison structures, 
and even the judiciary.

Obstructed Justice for 
High-Pro� le Cases: He fur-
ther claimed that police had 
been in possession of � re-
arms linked to the killings of 
prominent South Africans, 
including the well-known 
musician DJ Sumbody, but 
that no action had been 
taken due to alleged inter-
ference. � is speci� c reve-
lation resonated deeply with 
a public long frustrated by 
perceived impunity for seri-
ous crimes.
� e visual spectacle of the 
brie� ng, with Mkhwanazi 
“combat ready” and sur-
rounded by armed person-
nel, was interpreted by some 
as a “threat to this country” 
or a “staged press confer-
ence” with underlying po-
litical motives. However, for 
many, it was a desperate cry 
for justice and a powerful 
symbol of a man willing to 
put his career, and potential-
ly his life, on the line.

Immediate Fallout: Suspen-
sions and Inquiries

� e immediate a� ermath 
of Mkhwanazi’s revelations 
was swi�  and signi� cant. 
President Cyril Ramaphosa 
acknowledged the gravity 
of the allegations, publicly 
declaring them “a matter of 
grave concern” and “a na-
tional security issue.” In re-
sponse, he announced deci-
sive action:

Minister Senzo Mchunu 
placed on Special Leave: � e 
then-Police Minister, Sen-
zo Mchunu, was promptly 

placed on “special leave with 
full pay.” � is move, while 
not a dismissal, signaled the 
seriousness with which the 
allegations were being treat-
ed and aimed to create an 
environment conducive to 
an impartial investigation.

Deputy National Commis-
sioner Shadrack Sibiya on 
Leave: Similarly, Deputy 
National Commissioner 
Shadrack Sibiya was placed 
on a “leave of absence” or 
told to “step aside.”

Judicial Commission of In-
quiry Established: President 
Ramaphosa announced the 
establishment of a Judicial 
Commission of Inquiry, to 
be led by Justice Mbuyiseli 
Madlanga of the Constitu-
tional Court. � is commis-
sion has been tasked with a 
thorough investigation into 
the systemic corruption al-
leged by Mkhwanazi within 
law enforcement and justice 
institutions. � e commis-
sion is expected to present 
its � ndings and recom-
mendations within 90 days, 
though this timeframe can 
be extended.

Parliamentary Ad Hoc 
Committee: In parallel, 
Parliament’s police com-
mittee and its justice and 
constitutional development 
committee recommended 
the formation of an Ad Hoc 
Committee to speci� cally 
probe Mkhwanazi’s allega-
tions, also with a suggested 
90-day timeline. � is dual 
approach from both the 
executive and legislative 
branches underscores the 
magnitude of the crisis.

Acting Police Minister Ap-

pointed: To ensure conti-
nuity in the critical Police 
Ministry, Professor Firoz 
Cachalia, chairperson of the 
National Anti-Corruption 
Advisory Council, has been 
appointed as acting Police 
Minister, e� ective from Au-
gust 1.
� ese actions demonstrate a 
concerted e� ort by the state 
to address the crisis, even as 
the National Police Com-
missioner, Fannie Masemo-
la, has broken his silence on 
the unfolding events.

Public Concern and Support 
for “� e People’s General”

Beyond the halls of power, 
Mkhwanazi’s actions have 
resonated deeply with a 
crime-weary South African 
public. He has been hailed 
by many as a “hero” and 
“the people’s general” for his 
courage in exposing what 
many have long suspected 
to be pervasive corruption. 
Social media has been alight 
with “Hands o�  Mkhwa-
nazi” campaigns, re� ecting 
widespread public support 
and a tangible fear for his 
safety and career.
Politicians, including EFF 
leader Julius Malema, have 
publicly rallied behind 
Mkhwanazi, with Male-
ma even suggesting that if 
Mkhwanazi were to be � red, 
there would be a place for 
him within the EFF to con-
tinue � ghting corruption. 
Concerns about his con-
tract, which is due to end in 
December, have led to calls 
for its extension and even 
for his elevation to a nation-
al police post, highlighting 
the public’s desire to see him 
continue his work.
� e sentiment among 

many South Africans is that 
Mkhwanazi has granted the 
nation “a breath of fresh air,” 
o� ering a glimmer of hope 
for justice in a country grap-
pling with lawlessness and 
moral decay. � e widespread 
support is a testament to the 
profound distrust in state 
institutions and a yearning 
for accountability.

� e A� ershocks of Mkhwa-
nazi: Calls for Presidential 
Impeachment Emerge

� e explosive allegations 
made by Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Nhlanhla Mkhwanazi 
have indeed ignited calls for 
President Cyril Ramaphosa’s 
impeachment from some 
quarters in South Africa. 
� is sentiment is fueled by 
a perception that the Pres-
ident has either failed to 
adequately address system-
ic corruption and political 
interference within state in-
stitutions or, in some views, 
has been complicit through 
inaction.
To analyze whether the Pres-
ident has acted in a manner 
warranting impeachment 
and the likelihood of such 
a process succeeding, South 
Africa, Africa and the world 
at large must consider the 
legal grounds for impeach-
ment in South Africa, the 
process involved, and the 
political realities.

Legal Grounds for Impeach-
ment in South Africa

� e South African Consti-
tution, speci� cally Section 
89(1), outlines the grounds 
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� e Unshakeable Commissioner: How Lieutenant-General 
Mkhwanazi Shaken South Africa’s Political Foundations

Worth
Noting:

• Lieutenant-Gener-
al Nhlanhla Mkhwanazi is 
a highly experienced and 
prominent � gure within the 
South African Police Service 
(SAPS), currently serving as 
the KwaZulu-Natal Provin-
cial Police Commissioner. 
Born on February 5, 1973, 
in KwaZulu-Natal, his career 
in law enforcement has been 
extensive, marked by signif-
icant roles and a reputation 
for resolute action against 
organized crime and cor-
ruption.
• Mkhwanazi’s jour-
ney through the SAPS ranks 
has seen him hold crucial 
positions, including a peri-
od as acting National Police 
Commissioner, demonstrat-
ing his leadership capabili-
ties at the highest level. He 
is notably a former head of 
the elite Special Task Force 
(colloquially known as the 
“Taakies”), a unit renowned 
for its exceptionally rigorous 
selection and training pro-
cesses. His deep operational 
experience and strategic 
acumen are well-regarded 
within police circles.

Lieutenant-General Nhlanhla Mkhwanazi, the KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Police Commissioner
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on which a President may be re-
moved from o�  ce:

Serious violation of the Constitution 
or the law: � is refers to actions that 
directly contravene constitutional 
provisions or existing legislation.

Serious misconduct: � is encom-
passes grave ethical breaches, abuse 
of power, or conduct inconsistent 
with the o�  ce of the President.

Inability to perform the functions 
of o�  ce: � is refers to physical or 
mental incapacity preventing the 
President from ful� lling their duties.
If successfully impeached, the Presi-
dent would be removed from o�  ce, 
would not receive any bene� ts of 
that o�  ce, and could be barred from 
holding any public o�  ce in the fu-
ture.

Has President Ramaphosa Acted 
in a Manner Warranting Impeach-
ment?

� e calls for impeachment stem-
ming from Mkhwanazi’s allegations 
are not primarily focused on direct, 
new constitutional violations by Ra-
maphosa personally in this speci� c 
instance. Instead, they largely re-
volve around:

Alleged Failure to Act Decisively on 
Prior Corruption Reports: Critics, 
such as the South African Federa-
tion of Trade Unions (SAFTU), ar-
gue that Mkhwanazi’s revelations are 
not isolated incidents but highlight 
a persistent failure by the Rama-
phosa administration to implement 
recommendations from previous 
commissions of inquiry (like Zon-
do, Nugent, and Mufamadi) that ex-
posed widespread state capture and 
corruption. � ey contend that his 
“long record of reacting late, feign-
ing shock, and then doing nothing” 
amounts to a serious dereliction of 
duty or even complicity.

Broader Concerns (e.g., Phala Pha-
la): � e Mkhwanazi scandal re-ig-
nites pre-existing concerns about 
Ramaphosa’s own integrity, partic-
ularly the unresolved “Phala Phala” 
scandal. In that instance, an inde-
pendent Section 89 panel found that 
Ramaphosa might have a case to 
answer regarding a serious violation 
of the Constitution or law, serious 
misconduct, or inability to perform 
the functions of o�  ce. While the 
ANC majority in Parliament ulti-
mately voted against initiating im-
peachment proceedings based on 
that report, the Phala Phala mat-
ter remains a signi� cant stain on 
his anti-corruption reputation for 
many. � e argument here is that the 

Mkhwanazi allegations expose a sys-
temic problem that Ramaphosa has 
failed to address, and his own past 
conduct (Phala Phala) undermines 
his credibility as a “clean-up” agent.

Perceived Political Interference/
Undermining of Justice: While 
Mkhwanazi’s direct accusations of 
political interference were against 
the Police Minister and Deputy Na-
tional Commissioner, the argument 
for impeaching the President could 
stem from a perception that he has 
allowed a culture of impunity or has 
failed to su�  ciently protect institu-
tions from such interference, there-
by violating his oath of o�  ce to up-
hold the Constitution.

However, from a strict legal perspec-
tive based solely on Mkhwanazi’s 
allegations: President Ramaphosa’s 
immediate response to Mkhwanazi’s 
statements — placing the implicat-
ed Minister and Deputy Commis-
sioner on leave and establishing a 
Judicial Commission of Inquiry led 
by a Constitutional Court Justice — 
could be seen as acting to address 
the serious issues. While critics may 
argue that his actions are reactive 
rather than proactive, or insu�  -
cient, it would be challenging to di-
rectly link these speci� c actions (or 
inactions solely related to Mkhwa-
nazi’s claims) to a “serious violation 
of the Constitution or the law” or 
“serious misconduct” that would 
clearly meet the high threshold for 
impeachment. � e current legal 
process initiated by Ramaphosa is, 
in fact, the prescribed constitutional 
mechanism to investigate such seri-
ous allegations.

� e Process of Impeachment
� e process for removing a Presi-
dent from o�  ce in South Africa, as 
outlined by Section 89 and parlia-
mentary rules, is stringent and in-
volves several stages:

Initiation of Motion: Any member 
of the National Assembly can initi-
ate a motion to remove the President 
under Section 89. � is motion must 
be substantive and supported by ev-
idence.

Referral to Independent Panel: 
Once submitted, the Speaker of the 
National Assembly must refer the 
motion and supporting evidence to 
a panel of three independent legal 
experts. � is panel, appointed by 
the Speaker in consultation with po-
litical parties, assesses whether there 
is su�  cient prima facie evidence for 
Parliament to proceed with a Sec-
tion 89 inquiry.

Panel’s Report: � e independent 
panel submits a report to the Na-
tional Assembly. If the panel � nds 
su�  cient evidence, it recommends 
that Parliament proceed with an in-
quiry.

Debate and Decision by the Nation-

al Assembly: � e National Assembly 
debates the panel’s report.

Impeachment Inquiry (if recom-
mended): If the National Assembly 
decides to proceed, an ad hoc com-
mittee (or similar body) conducts 
a full inquiry, taking evidence and 
hearing from all parties, including 
the President.

Committee’s Report: � e inquiry 
committee then reports its � ndings 
and recommendations to the Na-
tional Assembly.

Final Vote: If the report recom-
mends the President’s removal, the 
question is put to a vote in the Na-
tional Assembly. A two-thirds ma-
jority (at least 267 of the 400 mem-
bers) is required for the President to 
be removed from o�  ce.

Likelihood of Success
Given the current political land-
scape in South Africa, the likelihood 
of an impeachment succeeding is 
low, but not entirely impossible, for 
several reasons:

ANC Majority: � e African Na-
tional Congress (ANC) holds a sig-
ni� cant majority in the National 
Assembly. Impeachment requires a 
two-thirds majority. Historically, the 
ANC has used its majority to protect 
its leaders, as seen with the rejection 
of the Phala Phala Section 89 panel 
report. While the ANC’s majority 
has been eroded in recent elections, 
it remains the dominant force.

Coalition Politics (Post-2024 Elec-
tions): � e 2024 general elections 
resulted in no single party securing 
an outright majority, leading to the 
formation of a Government of Na-

tional Unity (GNU). � e ANC, as 
the largest party, is the dominant 
force within this GNU. For im-
peachment to succeed, signi� cant 
partners within the GNU would 
need to support it, or a substantial 
portion of ANC MPs would need to 
vote against their party line. While 
some ANC members might be criti-
cal of Ramaphosa, a formal vote for 
impeachment could destabilize the 
party and the GNU.

High Evidentiary � reshold: � e 
legal grounds for impeachment 
require “serious” violations or “se-
rious” misconduct. Proving this 
beyond reasonable doubt in a po-
litically charged environment, es-
pecially when the President has ini-
tiated a formal inquiry, would be a 
monumental task. � e prima facie 
evidence required by the indepen-
dent panel is a high bar, and the sub-
sequent full inquiry even more so.

Timing and Political Calculations: 
With the President having launched 
a judicial commission of inquiry, 
Parliament and the public will likely 
await its � ndings. Pushing for im-
peachment before such � ndings are 
made public, or unless new, undeni-
able evidence emerges directly im-
plicating the President in a serious 
violation, would be seen by many as 
premature and politically motivated.
While calls for impeachment are a 
powerful expression of public an-
ger and distrust, and serve to put 
pressure on the President, the for-
mal process is arduous and heavily 
dependent on the political will of 
the ruling party. Unless the Judicial 
Commission of Inquiry explicitly 
implicates President Ramaphosa in 
a direct and “serious violation of the 
Constitution or the law” or “serious 

misconduct” that is undeniable, or a 
signi� cant shi�  in political allianc-
es occurs, a presidential impeach-
ment remains an uphill battle in 
South Africa. � e current actions 
taken by President Ramaphosa – 
suspending the implicated o�  cials 
and establishing a judicial inqui-
ry – are designed to demonstrate a 
commitment to accountability and 
potentially pre-empt grounds for 
impeachment against himself.

� e Road Ahead: A Critical Juncture
Lieutenant-General Nhlanhla 
Mkhwanazi’s actions have un-
doubtedly pushed South Africa to a 
critical juncture. � e judicial com-
mission of inquiry and the parlia-
mentary ad hoc committee face the 
immense task of thoroughly investi-
gating these grave allegations. � eir 
� ndings will not only determine the 
fate of those implicated but will also 
signi� cantly impact public trust in 
the state’s ability to combat corrup-
tion and ensure justice.
� e ongoing developments under-
score the deep-seated challeng-
es within South Africa’s law en-
forcement and political structures. 
Mkhwanazi’s “smoking guns” have 
opened a Pandora’s Box, and the 
coming months will be crucial in 
determining whether this crisis 
leads to genuine reform or further 
entrenchment of the very issues he 
has bravely brought to light. For 
now, the nation watches, with bat-
ed breath, as the drama of General 
Mkhwanazi and the � ght for South 
Africa’s soul continues to unfold.

� e Unshakeable Commissioner: How Lieutenant-General 
Mkhwanazi Shaken South Africa’s Political Foundations

Lieutenant-General Nhlanhla Mkhwanazi, the KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Police Commissioner
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� e New Great Game: An Analysis of the 21st 
Century Military Supremacy Race

WORLD

Introduction: A World in 
Flux
� e 21st century has ushered 
in a new era of great power 
competition, a dynamic and 
o� en tense rivalry between 
the United States, Russia, 
and China. � is competition 
is most starkly manifested 
in a global arms race, a re-
lentless pursuit of military 
supremacy that is reshaping 
the geopolitical landscape. 
Unlike the bipolar stando�  
of the Cold War, this new 
contest is a complex, trian-
gular a� air, with each na-
tion vying for dominance 
in a world characterized by 
rapid technological change 
and shi� ing alliances. � e 
race for military top-notch 
status is not merely about 
accumulating more tanks 
or soldiers; it is a multi-do-
main struggle encompassing 
everything from hypersonic 
missiles and arti� cial intel-
ligence to cyber warfare and 
space weaponization.
� e motivations behind this 
arms race are as complex as 
the technologies they pro-
duce. For the United States, 
the goal is to maintain its 
long-held position as the 
world’s sole superpower, a 
status it has enjoyed since 
the collapse of the Sovi-
et Union. For Russia, it is 
a matter of reasserting its 
global in� uence and chal-
lenging what it perceives as 
American hegemony. And 
for China, it is the culmina-
tion of a decades-long eco-
nomic and military expan-
sion, a drive to achieve what 
it believes is its rightful place 
as a global leader.
� is race for military su-
premacy is further fueled by 
a deep-seated mistrust and 
a clash of ideologies. � e 
democratic values champi-
oned by the United States 
and its allies stand in stark 
contrast to the authoritarian 
models of Russia and China. 
� is ideological divide exac-
erbates geopolitical tensions, 
turning regional disputes 
into potential � ashpoints 
for global con� ict. � e very 
nature of this competition, 
with its emphasis on secrecy 
and technological one-up-
manship, also creates a dan-
gerous spiral of action and 
reaction, where each nation’s 
military advancements are 
seen as a direct threat by the 
others.
� e consequences of this 
new arms race are far-reach-
ing. It diverts vast economic 
resources from other press-
ing needs, such as health-
care, education, and climate 
change. It also undermines 
the international arms con-
trol architecture that was 
painstakingly built over 
decades to prevent nuclear 
war and limit the spread of 
destabilizing weapons. As 
we will see, the very treaties 
and norms that have helped 

maintain a fragile peace are 
now being eroded, raising 
the specter of a new era of 
unchecked military compe-
tition.
� is analysis will delve deep 
into the dynamics of this 
21st-century military su-
premacy race. We will ex-
amine the military capabili-
ties, strategic doctrines, and 
technological advancements 
of the United States, Russia, 
and China. We will also ex-
plore the geopolitical con-
text of their rivalry, the ero-
sion of international arms 
control, and the potential 
implications for global se-
curity. In a world where the 
lines between peace and war 
are increasingly blurred, un-
derstanding this new “Great 
Game” is more critical than 
ever.

� e United States: � e En-
during Superpower

� e United States has long 
been the undisputed leader 
in military power, a position 
it has held since the end of 
World War II and solidi� ed 
a� er the Cold War. With a 
defense budget that dwarfs 
that of any other nation, a 
global network of alliances, 
and a technological edge 
that has been the envy of 
the world, the U.S. military 
has been the cornerstone of 
American global leadership. 
However, the 21st century 
has brought new challeng-
es to this preeminence. � e 
rise of China, the resurgence 
of Russia, and the chang-
ing nature of warfare have 
forced the United States to 
adapt its military strategy 
and re-evaluate its role in 
the world.

Military Capabilities and 
Spending

� e sheer scale of the U.S. 
military is staggering. In 
2024, the United States’ mil-
itary spending reached a co-
lossal $997 billion, a � gure 
that is more than the next 
ten countries combined. 
� is massive investment 
allows the U.S. to maintain 
a force of over 1.3 million 
active-duty personnel and 
nearly 800,000 reservists. 
� e U.S. Navy boasts the 
largest and most advanced 
� eet in the world, with 11 
aircra�  carriers, each a � oat-
ing city capable of projecting 
power across the globe. � e 
U.S. Air Force possesses a 
formidable arsenal of stealth 
bombers, � ghter jets, and 
unmanned aerial vehicles, 
giving it unparalleled air su-
periority. � e U.S. Army and 
Marine Corps are equipped 
with the latest in ground 
combat technology, from 
advanced battle tanks to so-
phisticated communication 
systems.
Beyond its conventional 

forces, the United States 
maintains a robust nuclear 
arsenal, a key component 
of its strategic deterrence. 
� e U.S. nuclear triad, 
consisting of land-based 
intercontinental ballistic 
missiles (ICBMs), subma-
rine-launched ballistic mis-
siles (SLBMs), and strategic 
bombers, ensures a credible 
second-strike capability, a 
cornerstone of nuclear de-
terrence theory.

Strategic Doctrine and 
Goals

� e U.S. national securi-
ty strategy has undergone 
a signi� cant shi�  in recent 
years. � e post-9/11 focus 
on counterterrorism has 
been replaced by a renewed 
emphasis on great power 
competition. � e 2022 Na-
tional Defense Strategy ex-
plicitly identi� es China as 
the “pacing challenge” and 
Russia as an “acute threat.” 
� is shi�  re� ects a recog-
nition that the long-term 
strategic challenge to U.S. 
interests comes not from 
non-state actors, but from 
peer and near-peer compet-
itors.
� e core tenets of the cur-
rent U.S. military doctrine 
can be summarized as fol-
lows:

Deterrence: � e primary 
goal of the U.S. military is to 
deter aggression against the 
United States and its allies. 
� is is achieved through a 
combination of convention-
al and nuclear forces, as well 
as a clear willingness to use 
force when necessary.

Power Projection: � e U.S. 
military is designed to proj-
ect power globally, to re-
spond to crises and protect 
U.S. interests far from its 
shores. � is is made possible 
by its network of overseas 
bases, its logistical capabili-
ties, and its advanced naval 
and air forces.

Alliances: � e United States 
places a high value on its al-
liances, which it sees as a key 

strategic advantage. � ese 
alliances, such as NATO 
and the U.S.-Japan security 
treaty, not only enhance U.S. 
military capabilities but also 
provide a framework for col-
lective security.

Technological Superiority: 
� e United States has long 
relied on its technological 
edge to o� set the numerical 
advantages of its adversar-
ies. Maintaining this edge is 
a top priority, with signi� -
cant investments in research 
and development in areas 
such as arti� cial intelligence, 
hypersonic weapons, and 
cyber warfare.

Technological Advance-
ments

� e United States is at the 
forefront of military in-
novation, with a vast and 
well-funded research and 
development ecosystem that 
includes government lab-
oratories, private industry, 
and academic institutions. 
Some of the key areas of 
technological focus include:

Hypersonic Weapons: � e 
U.S. is aggressively pur-
suing the development of 
hypersonic glide vehicles 
and cruise missiles. � ese 
weapons, which can travel 
at more than � ve times the 
speed of sound and are high-
ly maneuverable, are seen as 
a way to overcome advanced 
air defense systems.

Arti� cial Intelligence: � e 
Pentagon is investing heav-
ily in arti� cial intelligence, 
with applications ranging 
from autonomous weapons 
systems and intelligence 
analysis to logistics and pre-
dictive maintenance. Project 
Maven, for example, uses AI 
to analyze drone footage and 
identify potential targets.

Cyber Warfare: � e U.S. 
Cyber Command is respon-
sible for conducting both 
o� ensive and defensive cy-
ber operations. � e United 
States has some of the most 
advanced cyber capabilities 

in the world, which it uses 
to protect its own networks 
and disrupt those of its ad-
versaries.

Space Warfare: � e estab-
lishment of the U.S. Space 
Force in 2019 re� ects the 
growing importance of 
space as a war� ghting do-
main. � e Space Force is re-
sponsible for protecting U.S. 
satellites, which are essential 
for communication, naviga-
tion, and intelligence gath-
ering, and for developing 
o� ensive space capabilities.

Challenges and Vulnerabil-
ities

Despite its immense pow-
er, the U.S. military is not 
without its challenges and 
vulnerabilities. � e high 
cost of maintaining a glob-
al military presence has led 
to debates about overstretch 
and the need for a more re-
strained foreign policy. � e 
U.S. military is also facing 
a recruiting crisis, with a 
shrinking pool of eligible 
and willing young people.
Furthermore, the techno-
logical gap between the 
United States and its rivals is 
narrowing. China, in partic-
ular, has made rapid strides 
in military technology, and 
in some areas, may have al-
ready surpassed the United 
States. � e proliferation of 
advanced weapons, such as 
anti-ship ballistic missiles, 
has also made it more dif-
� cult for the U.S. to project 
power in certain regions, 
such as the South China Sea.
� e very nature of modern 
warfare, with its emphasis 
on asymmetric tactics and 
hybrid threats, also poses 
a challenge to the U.S. mil-
itary, which is still largely 
con� gured for conventional, 
high-intensity con� ict. � e 
wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan have shown that over-
whelming military power 
does not always translate 

Worth
Noting:

• � e consequences 
of this new arms race are 
far-reaching. It diverts vast 
economic resources from 
other pressing needs, such 
as healthcare, education, 
and climate change. It also 
undermines the internation-
al arms control architecture 
that was painstakingly 
built over decades to pre-
vent nuclear war and limit 
the spread of destabilizing 
weapons. As we will see, 
the very treaties and norms 
that have helped maintain a 
fragile peace are now being 
eroded, raising the specter 
of a new era of unchecked 
military competition.
• � is analysis will 
delve deep into the dynam-
ics of this 21st-century mili-
tary supremacy race. We will 
examine the military capa-
bilities, strategic doctrines, 
and technological advance-
ments of the United States, 
Russia, and China. We will 
also explore the geopoliti-
cal context of their rivalry, 
the erosion of international 
arms control, and the poten-
tial implications for global 
security. In a world where 
the lines between peace 
and war are increasingly 
blurred, understanding this 
new “Great Game” is more 
critical than ever.

By: Silas Mwaudasheni Nande  
 @themtkenyatimes
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into political success.
In conclusion, the United States 
remains the world’s preeminent 
military power, but its dominance 
is no longer assured. � e rise of 
China and the resurgence of Russia 
have created a more contested and 
dangerous world, one in which the 
United States must constantly adapt 
and innovate to maintain its edge. 
� e choices that the United States 
makes in the coming years will have 
a profound impact on the future of 
the global security landscape and 
the trajectory of the 21st-century 
arms race.

Russia: � e Resurgent Bear

Russia, the inheritor of the Sovi-
et Union’s military legacy, has re-
emerged as a major military power 
in the 21st century. A� er a period 
of decline in the 1990s, Russia has 
embarked on an ambitious military 
modernization program, seeking 
to restore its global in� uence and 
challenge the post-Cold War order. 
While Russia’s military spending is a 
fraction of that of the United States, 
it has proven to be a formidable and 
unpredictable actor on the world 
stage, leveraging its strengths in 
asymmetric warfare, its vast nuclear 
arsenal, and its willingness to take 
risks to achieve its strategic objec-
tives.

Military Capabilities and Modern-
ization

Russia’s military has undergone a 
signi� cant transformation since the 
2008 Russo-Georgian War, which 
exposed serious weaknesses in its 
command and control, logistics, 
and equipment. In response, Russia 
launched a comprehensive modern-
ization program, investing heavily 
in new weapons systems, profes-
sionalizing its armed forces, and 
restructuring its military command.
As of 2024, Russia’s military spend-
ing was estimated to be around $149 
billion, making it the third-largest 
in the world. � e Russian armed 
forces consist of approximately 1.1 
million active-duty personnel and 
over 2 million reservists. � e Rus-
sian military is divided into three 
main branches: the Ground Forces, 
the Navy, and the Aerospace Forces.
� e Russian Ground Forces have 
been a key focus of the moderniza-
tion e� ort, with the introduction of 
new tanks, such as the T-14 Arma-
ta, advanced artillery systems, and 
sophisticated electronic warfare ca-
pabilities. � e Russian Navy, while 
not as large as its Soviet predecessor, 
has also been modernized, with the 
introduction of new submarines, 
frigates, and corvettes armed with 
long-range cruise missiles. � e Rus-
sian Aerospace Forces have been 
equipped with new � ghter jets, such 
as the Su-57, and have gained valu-
able combat experience in Syria.
However, it is in the realm of strate-
gic forces that Russia poses the most 
signi� cant challenge to the United 
States. Russia possesses the largest 

and most diverse nuclear arsenal 
in the world, with a triad of land-
based ICBMs, SLBMs, and strate-
gic bombers. Russia has also been a 
leader in the development of novel 
strategic weapons, such as hyper-
sonic glide vehicles, nuclear-pow-
ered cruise missiles, and underwater 
nuclear drones, which are designed 
to circumvent U.S. missile defense 
systems.

Strategic Doctrine and Goals

Russia’s military doctrine is shaped 
by a deep-seated sense of insecurity 
and a desire to restore its great pow-
er status. � e 2014 Russian military 
doctrine identi� es NATO expan-
sion as the primary external threat 
and reserves the right to use nuclear 
weapons in response to a conven-
tional attack that threatens the exis-
tence of the state.
� e key tenets of Russia’s strategic 
doctrine can be summarized as fol-
lows:

Strategic Deterrence: Russia’s nucle-
ar arsenal is the ultimate guarantor 
of its sovereignty and security. It is 
designed to deter aggression from 
any potential adversary, particularly 
the United States and NATO.

Asymmetric Warfare: Recogniz-
ing that it cannot compete with 
the United States in a convention-
al, symmetrical con� ict, Russia has 
focused on developing asymmetric 
capabilities, such as cyber warfare, 
information warfare, and the use of 
private military companies. � ese 
tools allow Russia to achieve its ob-
jectives below the threshold of open 
warfare, creating ambiguity and 
avoiding a direct confrontation with 
the West.

Near Abroad: Russia considers the 
former Soviet republics, which it 
refers to as the “near abroad,” to be 
within its sphere of in� uence. It is 
willing to use military force to pre-
vent these countries from aligning 
with the West, as demonstrated by 
its interventions in Georgia and 
Ukraine.

Multipolar World: Russia seeks to 
create a multipolar world order, in 
which it is one of several major pow-
ers, rather than a unipolar world 
dominated by the United States. It 
has forged strategic partnerships 
with countries like China and has 
sought to undermine U.S. in� uence 
in various parts of the world.

Technological Advancements

Russia has a long and proud tradi-
tion of scienti� c and engineering 
excellence, and it has leveraged this 
expertise to develop a range of ad-
vanced military technologies. Some 
of the key areas of technological fo-
cus include:

Hypersonic Weapons: Russia is 
widely considered to be the world 
leader in the development of hy-
personic weapons. It has already 
deployed the Avangard hyperson-
ic glide vehicle and the Kinzhal 
air-launched hypersonic missile, 
and is developing the Tsirkon sea-

launched hypersonic cruise missile.

Electronic Warfare: Russia has some 
of the most advanced electronic 
warfare capabilities in the world. It 
has used these capabilities to jam 
GPS signals, disrupt communica-
tions, and disable drones in both 
Ukraine and Syria.

Cyber Warfare: Russia has a sophis-
ticated and aggressive cyber warfare 
program, which it has used to con-
duct espionage, spread disinforma-
tion, and attack critical infrastruc-
ture in other countries. � e 2016 
U.S. presidential election and the 
2017 NotPetya cyberattack are just 
two examples of Russia’s prowess in 
this domain.

Arctic Warfare: With the melting of 
the Arctic ice cap, Russia has made 
the Arctic a strategic priority. It has 
established a network of military 
bases in the region and is developing 
new weapons and equipment specif-
ically designed for Arctic warfare.

Challenges and Vulnerabilities

Despite its military resurgence, Rus-
sia faces a number of signi� cant 
challenges and vulnerabilities. Its 
economy is heavily dependent on 
the export of oil and gas, making it 
vulnerable to � uctuations in global 
energy prices and to Western sanc-
tions. Its population is declining, 
and it is facing a demographic crisis 
that could make it di�  cult to sustain 
a large military in the long term.
Russia’s military-industrial complex, 
while still capable of producing ad-
vanced weapons, is also facing chal-
lenges. It is struggling to mass-pro-
duce some of its most advanced 
systems, such as the T-14 tank and 
the Su-57 � ghter jet, due to cost and 
technical issues. It is also heavily re-
liant on imported components for 
some of its weapons, making it vul-
nerable to sanctions.
� e war in Ukraine has also ex-
posed some of the limitations of the 
Russian military. While it has made 
some gains, it has also su� ered heavy 
losses in both personnel and equip-
ment. � e war has also shown that 
the Russian military is still plagued 
by some of the same problems that 
were identi� ed in the 2008 Georgia 
war, such as poor logistics, inade-
quate command and control, and 

low morale.
In conclusion, Russia has re-
emerged as a major military pow-
er, one that is willing to challenge 
the United States and its allies. Its 
formidable nuclear arsenal, its ad-
vanced asymmetric capabilities, and 
its willingness to take risks make it 
a dangerous and unpredictable actor 
on the world stage. However, Russia 
also faces a number of signi� cant 
challenges, which could limit its 
ability to sustain its military resur-
gence in the long term. � e future 
of Russia’s role in the world will de-
pend on its ability to overcome these 
challenges and to adapt to a rapidly 
changing global security environ-
ment.

China: � e Rising Dragon

China’s rise as a military power is 
perhaps the most signi� cant geopo-
litical development of the 21st cen-
tury. For decades, China has been 
quietly and methodically building 
a modern and technologically ad-
vanced military, one that is now ca-
pable of challenging U.S. dominance 
in the Indo-Paci� c and beyond. Chi-
na’s military modernization is driv-
en by a long-term strategic vision, a 
desire to protect its growing global 
interests, and a determination to 
achieve what it calls the “great reju-
venation of the Chinese nation.”

Military Capabilities and Expansion

China’s defense budget has seen 
double-digit growth for most of the 
past two decades, and in 2024, it 
reached an estimated $314 billion, 
making it the second-largest in the 
world. � is sustained investment 
has allowed China to transform the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
from a large but technologically 
backward force into a modern and 
capable military.
� e PLA is the largest active-duty 
military in the world, with over 2 
million personnel. It is divided into 
� ve main branches: the Ground 
Force, the Navy, the Air Force, the 
Rocket Force, and the Strategic Sup-
port Force.
� e PLA Navy has been a particular 
focus of China’s military modern-
ization. It is now the largest navy in 
the world by number of ships, and 
it is rapidly closing the technological 
gap with the U.S. Navy. China has 

launched its third aircra�  carrier, 
the Fujian, which is equipped with 
an advanced electromagnetic cata-
pult system, and it is building a new 
generation of destroyers, frigates, 
and submarines.
� e PLA Air Force has also been 
modernized, with the introduction 
of new stealth � ghters, such as the 
J-20, and a growing � eet of trans-
port aircra�  and bombers. � e PLA 
Rocket Force controls China’s con-
ventional and nuclear missiles, in-
cluding a large and diverse arsenal 
of anti-ship ballistic missiles, which 
are designed to target U.S. aircra�  
carriers.
� e PLA Strategic Support Force, es-
tablished in 2015, is responsible for 
space, cyber, and electronic warfare. 
� is re� ects China’s focus on what it 
calls “intelligentized warfare,” a new 
form of warfare that integrates arti-
� cial intelligence, big data, and oth-
er advanced technologies.

Strategic Doctrine and Ambitions

China’s military doctrine is guided 
by the concept of “active defense,” 
which emphasizes the importance 
of striking � rst in the face of an im-
minent threat. China’s long-term 
strategic ambitions are outlined in 
its national defense white papers, 
which call for the PLA to become a 
“world-class” military by the middle 
of the 21st century.
� e key tenets of China’s strategic 
doctrine can be summarized as fol-
lows:

Taiwan Uni� cation: � e uni� ca-
tion of Taiwan with the mainland 
is a core national interest for China, 
and it has not ruled out the use of 
force to achieve this goal. � e PLA’s 
modernization has been largely fo-
cused on developing the capabilities 
needed to deter U.S. intervention in 
a Taiwan contingency.

Anti-Access/Area Denial (A2/AD): 
China has developed a sophisticated 
A2/AD strategy, which is designed 
to prevent the U.S. military from 
operating freely in the Western Pa-
ci� c. � is strategy relies on a combi-
nation of anti-ship ballistic missiles, 
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Renowned Zimbabwe 
Broadcasting Corpora-
tion (ZBC) news anchor 
and mental health advo-
cate, Vicky Mlilo Maponga, 
demonstrated her commit-
ment to giving back to the 
community through her or-
ganisation, Another Chance.
 In a heartwarming outreach 
program, Vicky visited Zim-
babwe’s Chikurubi Female 
Prison last week where she 
donated essential items such 
as clothes, food and toilet-
ries to support the female 
inmates and their children. 
� e visit was not only about 
providing material support 
but also about spreading 
hope, love ĺand inspiration 
to those who need it most.
 � rough her advocacy and 
charity work, Vicky contin-
ues to make a positive im-
pact on the lives of many 
Zimbabweans.
Chikurubi Female Pris-
on was � lled with renewed 
spirit and heartfelt transfor-
mation as renowned ZBC 
news anchor and mental 
health advocate, Vicky Mli-
lo Maponga, led a moving 
outreach to support female 
inmates and the children 
living with them through 
her organization, Another 
Chance.
� e outreach program 
brought hope and joy to 
the women and children at 
the prison, providing them 
with emotional support and 
a sense of connection to the 
outside world. Vicky Mlilo 
Maponga’s initiative high-
lighted the importance of 
mental health support and 
rehabilitation in correction-
al facilities. � e event was 
a testament to the power of 
compassion and kindness in 
transforming lives.
Originally planned as a do-
nation drive focused on ba-
bies behind bars, the event 
evolved into a powerful day 
of inspiration and resto-
ration. Vicky Mlilo Mapon-
ga, joined by Apostle Milton 
Njole from House of Prayer 
as part of her Another 
Chance program, delivered 
a combined message of heal-
ing, resilience, and spiritual 
revival, touching the hearts 
and lives of the female in-
mates and their children at 
Chikurubi Female Prison.
� e donation, coordinated 
by Another Chance, includ-
ed a wide range of critical 
items such as diapers, baby 
porridge, blankets, stompies 
(plastic footwear), sanitary 
ware, and hygiene essen-
tials, bringing comfort and 
dignity to the incarcerated 
mothers and their children 
at Chikurubi Female Prison. 
� ese thoughtful provisions 

addressed some of the most 
basic yet essential needs of 
the women and children, 
providing them with a sense 
of care and support during a 
challenging time.
During her address, Vicky 
Mlilo Maponga bravely 
shared her personal jour-
ney through deep emotional 
challenges, including surviv-
ing three suicide attempts. 
Her raw and honest testi-
mony resonated deeply with 
the inmates, as she spoke of 
self-discovery, mental well-
ness, and the transformative 
power of the mind in shap-
ing one’s future.
 By opening up about her 
own struggles, Vicky in-
spired the women to con-
front their own challenges 
and � nd strength in their 
resilience.
“You are still yourselves, 
despite your circumstanc-
es and do not  look down 
upon yourselves,” said Vicky 
whose  words resonated 
deeply with the women, 
evoking a powerful response 
of tears, applause and visible 
hope.
Apostle Milton Njole de-
livered a powerful sermon 
inside the prison walls, em-
phasizing that true happi-
ness originates from within. 
“� e walls and fences of 
prison should not distract 
your happiness,” he said. 
“� ere are people out there 
without peace—the peace 
which you are enjoying,” he 
said highlighting the im-
portance of inner peace and 
contentment, regardless of 
external circumstances.
� e visit was further en-
riched by the arrival of St 
Gerard’s Catholic Church – 
Borrowdale, represented by 
Mrs. Loice Magweba, who 
brought spiritual nourish-
ment and generous dona-
tions, including blankets, 
Vaseline, sanitary products, 
and uniform material for 
the facility, adding to the joy 
and sense of community at 
Chikurubi Female Prison.
Vice President of the Repub-
lic of Zimbabwe, a mem-
ber of St Gerard’s Catholic 
Church’s Class of 25,  also 
contributed to the dona-
tions and his involvement 
symbolised national support 
for the well-being and re-
habilitation of incarcerated 
women.
� e atmosphere li� ed fur-
ther when Vicky Mlilo 
Maponga, known for her 
commanding presence on 
ZBC’s main news bulletin, 
brought the house down by 
mimicking her iconic news 
reading style, much to the 
amusement and delight of 
the inmates, who couldn’t 

help but laugh and smile at 
the familiar cadence and 
� air.
� e donation, coordinated 
by Another Chance, includ-
ed a wide range of critical 
items: diapers, baby por-
ridge, blankets, stompies 
(plastic footwear), sanitary 
ware, and hygiene essentials. 
� ese provisions brought 
comfort and dignity to in-
carcerated mothers and 
their children
As formalities gave way to 
joy, the event transitioned 
into a lively outdoor recre-
ational session, where Vicky 
and her team had organised 
traditional childhood games 
such as nhodo, pada, and 
raka raka. � e inmates en-
thusiastically participated, 
laughing and competing for 
small prizes, which fostered 
a sense of community and 
nostalgia that is o� en un-
seen within the prison walls.
� e day was brought to life 
by music from the ZPCS 
Prison Band, inmate perfor-
mances, and spontaneous 
celebration.
Vicky Mlilo Maponga’s visit 
to Chikurubi Female Pris-
on served as a poignant re-
minder of the impact that 
kindness, compassion, and 
support can have on the 
lives of others. � rough her 
charity drive and inspir-
ing message, Vicky brought 
hope and joy to the female 
inmates and their children, 
while also highlighting the 
importance of mental health 
advocacy and rehabilitation. 
� e collaborative e� ort with 
St Gerard’s Catholic Church 
– Borrowdale further un-
derscored the value of com-
munity involvement in pro-
moting positive change. As 
Vicky continues to make a 
di� erence through her orga-
nization, Another Chance, 
her visit to Chikurubi Fe-
male Prison will undoubt-
edly leave a lasting impres-
sion on the lives of those she 
touched.

Worth
Noting:

• Chikurubi Female 
Prison was � lled with renewed 
spirit and heartfelt transfor-
mation as renowned ZBC news 
anchor and mental health 
advocate, Vicky Mlilo Mapon-
ga, led a moving outreach to 
support female inmates and 
the children living with them 
through her organization, 
Another Chance.
• � e outreach program 
brought hope and joy to the 
women and children at the 
prison, providing them with 
emotional support and a sense 
of connection to the outside 
world. Vicky Mlilo Mapon-
ga’s initiative highlighted the 
importance of mental health 
support and rehabilitation 
in correctional facilities. � e 
event was a testament to the 
power of compassion and kind-
ness in transforming lives.
• Originally planned as 
a donation drive focused on 
babies behind bars, the event 
evolved into a powerful day of 
inspiration and restoration. 
Vicky Mlilo Maponga, joined 
by Apostle Milton Njole from 
House of Prayer as part of her 
Another Chance program, de-
livered a combined message of 
healing, resilience, and spiritu-
al revival, touching the hearts 
and lives of the female inmates 
and their children at Chikurubi 
Female Prison.

Renowned Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation (ZBC) news 
anchor and mental health advocate, Vicky Mlilo Maponga

Renowned Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation (ZBC) news 
anchor and mental health advocate, Vicky Mlilo Maponga

Diaspora
Zimbabwe’s Mental Health Advocate Vicky Mlilo Maponga 
Spreads Joy At Zimbabwe Chikurubi Female Prison 

By: Chimeno Azriel
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advanced air defense systems, and a 
growing � eet of submarines.

Protecting Overseas Interests: As 
China’s economic interests have ex-
panded globally, the PLA has been 
tasked with protecting these inter-
ests. China has established its � rst 
overseas military base in Djibouti, 
and it is increasingly deploying its 
navy to protect its sea lanes of com-
munication.

Shaping the International Order: 
China seeks to play a greater role 
in shaping the international order, 
one that is more aligned with its in-
terests and values. It has launched 
a number of initiatives, such as the 
Belt and Road Initiative, to expand 
its economic and political in� uence, 
and it is taking a more active role in 
international institutions.

Technological Advancements
China has made remarkable prog-
ress in military technology, and in 
some areas, it is now a world lead-
er. � is has been achieved through 
a combination of domestic research 
and development, technology trans-
fer, and cyber espionage. Some of 
the key areas of technological focus 
include:

Hypersonic Weapons: China has 
a very active hypersonic weapons 
program and has conducted numer-
ous tests of hypersonic glide vehi-
cles and cruise missiles. � e DF-17, 
a medium-range ballistic missile 
armed with a hypersonic glide vehi-
cle, is already in service.

Arti� cial Intelligence: China has 
made AI a national priority and is 
investing heavily in its military ap-
plications. It is developing autono-
mous weapons systems, AI-powered 
command and control systems, and 
AI-driven intelligence analysis tools.

Quantum Technology: China is 
a world leader in quantum tech-
nology, which has the potential to 
revolutionize warfare. Quantum 
computing could be used to break 
encryption, while quantum sensing 
could be used to detect stealth air-
cra�  and submarines.

Cyber Warfare: China has a vast and 
sophisticated cyber warfare pro-
gram, which it uses for espionage, 
intellectual property the� , and to 
prepare for future con� icts. � e 
PLA’s Strategic Support Force is re-
sponsible for conducting these op-
erations.

Challenges and Vulnerabilities

Despite its rapid military modern-
ization, China still faces a number 
of challenges and vulnerabilities. 
� e PLA has not fought a major war 
in over 40 years, and its operational 
experience is limited. It is also still 
struggling to overcome some of the 
legacies of its past, such as a rigid 
command structure and a culture of 
corruption.

China’s military is also heavily re-
liant on imported technology for 
some of its most advanced weapons 
systems, such as jet engines. While it 
is working to overcome this depen-
dence, it is still a signi� cant vulner-
ability.
Furthermore, China’s aggressive be-
havior in the South China Sea and 
its growing military power have 
alarmed its neighbors, leading to a 
backlash and a strengthening of al-
liances against it. � e AUKUS se-
curity pact between Australia, the 
United Kingdom, and the United 
States is a direct response to China’s 
growing military might.
In conclusion, China’s rise as a mili-
tary power is a game-changer for the 
21st century. Its rapid military mod-
ernization, its long-term strategic 
vision, and its growing technological 
prowess have made it a formidable 
challenger to U.S. dominance. How-
ever, China also faces a number of 
signi� cant challenges, which could 
constrain its ambitions. � e future 
of the U.S.-China rivalry will be the 
de� ning feature of the 21st-century 
security landscape, and the choices 
that both countries make will have 
a profound impact on the future of 
the world.

� e Triangular Competition: A New 
Cold War?

� e simultaneous rise of China and 
resurgence of Russia have created 
a complex and dynamic triangular 
competition with the United States. 
While some have been quick to label 
this a “new Cold War,” the current 
geopolitical landscape is far more 
complex than the bipolar stando�  of 
the 20th century. � e three powers 
are not divided into two rigid blocs, 
and their relationships are charac-
terized by a mix of competition, co-
operation, and confrontation.

A � ree-Way Race

� e military competition between 
the United States, Russia, and China 
is a three-way race, with each nation 
seeking to gain an advantage over 
the other two.

� e U.S.-China Rivalry: � e 
U.S.-China rivalry is the central 
dynamic of the 21st century. It is a 
competition between an established 
superpower and a rising one, and 
it is playing out across all domains, 
from trade and technology to mili-
tary power and ideology. � e main 
� ashpoints in this rivalry are Taiwan 
and the South China Sea, where the 
risk of a direct military confronta-
tion is highest.

� e U.S.-Russia Rivalry: � e 
U.S.-Russia rivalry is a continuation 
of the Cold War, albeit with a di� er-
ent ideological � avor. It is a compe-
tition between two nuclear-armed 
powers with a long history of mis-
trust and animosity. � e main � ash-
points in this rivalry are Eastern 
Europe, where NATO expansion is 
a major source of tension, and the 
Middle East, where the two coun-
tries have backed opposing sides in 
various con� icts.

� e China-Russia Partnership: Chi-
na and Russia have forged a strategic 
partnership based on a shared oppo-

sition to U.S. hegemony. � ey have 
conducted joint military exercises, 
cooperated on defense technology, 
and coordinated their positions in 
international forums. However, this 
is not a formal alliance, and there are 
underlying tensions and competing 
interests between the two countries, 
particularly in Central Asia.

� e Dynamics of the Competition

� e triangular competition is char-
acterized by a number of key dy-
namics:

Action-Reaction Spiral: � e military 
advancements of one power are seen 
as a threat by the other two, leading 
to a dangerous action-reaction spi-
ral. For example, the development 
of U.S. missile defense systems has 
been a major driver of Russian and 
Chinese e� orts to develop hyper-
sonic weapons.

Asymmetric Competition: Russia 
and China, recognizing that they 
cannot compete with the United 
States in a symmetrical con� ict, 
have focused on developing asym-
metric capabilities, such as cyber 
warfare, information warfare, and 
A2/AD systems.

Technological Arms Race: � e com-
petition is increasingly being driven 
by technology, with all three pow-
ers investing heavily in areas such 
as arti� cial intelligence, hypersonic 
weapons, and quantum technology. 
� is technological arms race is cre-
ating a new generation of weapons 
that are faster, stealthier, and more 
autonomous, raising new questions 
about strategic stability and the fu-
ture of warfare.

Hybrid Warfare: � e lines between 
peace and war are becoming increas-
ingly blurred, with all three powers 
using a combination of military and 
non-military tools to achieve their 
objectives. � is “hybrid warfare” 
includes everything from cyberat-
tacks and disinformation campaigns 
to economic coercion and political 
subversion.

� e Erosion of International Norms

One of the most dangerous conse-
quences of the new arms race is the 
erosion of the international arms 
control architecture that was built 

over decades to prevent nuclear war 
and limit the spread of destabiliz-
ing weapons. � e very treaties and 
norms that have helped maintain a 
fragile peace are now being under-
mined, raising the specter of a new 
era of unchecked military competi-
tion.

� e Collapse of Arms Control

� e post-Cold War arms control 
regime is in a state of collapse. � e 
United States has withdrawn from 
the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) 
Treaty, the Intermediate-Range Nu-
clear Forces (INF) Treaty, and the 
Open Skies Treaty. Russia has sus-
pended its participation in the New 
START Treaty, the last remaining 
nuclear arms control agreement be-
tween the two countries.
� e reasons for this collapse are 
complex. � e United States has ar-
gued that these treaties are outdated 
and do not address the new threats 
posed by countries like China, 
which is not a party to any of them. 
Russia has accused the United States 
of seeking to achieve military supe-
riority and of violating the spirit of 
these agreements.
� e collapse of arms control has a 
number of dangerous consequenc-
es. It removes important constraints 
on the nuclear arsenals of the Unit-
ed States and Russia, and it could 
lead to a new nuclear arms race. It 
also undermines transparency and 
predictability, making it more di�  -
cult to assess the intentions of other 
countries and increasing the risk of 
miscalculation.

� e Weaponization of New Do-
mains

� e new arms race is also extending 
to new domains, such as space and 
cyberspace, where there are few, if 
any, rules of the road. � e weapon-
ization of these domains is creating 
new vulnerabilities and new possi-
bilities for con� ict.

Space: � e United States, Russia, and 
China are all developing anti-satel-
lite weapons, which could be used to 
disrupt or destroy the satellites that 
are essential for communication, 
navigation, and intelligence gather-
ing. A war in space would have dev-
astating consequences for the global 
economy and for modern society.

Cyberspace: Cyberattacks are be-
coming more frequent and more so-
phisticated, and they are being used 
to target everything from critical in-
frastructure to democratic process-
es. A major cyberattack could have 
the same e� ect as a physical attack, 
causing widespread disruption and 
even loss of life.
� e lack of international norms and 
agreements in these new domains is 
a major source of instability. It cre-
ates a “Wild West” environment, 
where anything goes, and where the 
risk of escalation is high.

Conclusion: � e Future of the Arms 
Race

� e 21st-century military suprem-
acy race is a dangerous and desta-
bilizing trend that is reshaping the 
global security landscape. � e com-
petition between the United States, 
Russia, and China is a complex and 
multi-domain a� air, driven by a mix 
of geopolitical ambition, techno-
logical innovation, and ideological 
rivalry.
� e future of this arms race is un-
certain. It could lead to a new era of 
great power con� ict, with devastat-
ing consequences for the world. Or, 
it could lead to a new equilibrium, 
in which the three powers � nd a way 
to manage their competition and 
avoid a direct confrontation.
� e path that the world takes will 
depend on the choices that are made 
by the leaders of the United States, 
Russia, and China. � ey have a re-
sponsibility to manage their rivalry 
responsibly, to avoid a new Cold 
War, and to preserve the interna-
tional norms and institutions that 
have helped maintain peace and sta-
bility for decades.
� is will require a renewed commit-
ment to diplomacy and arms con-
trol. It will require a willingness to 
engage in dialogue, to build trust, 
and to � nd areas of common inter-
est. It will also require a recognition 
that in the 21st century, security is 
not a zero-sum game. � e security 
of one nation is inextricably linked 
to the security of all nations.
� e new “Great Game” is a danger-
ous one, but it is not one that we are 
destined to lose. With wisdom, fore-
sight, and a commitment to cooper-
ation, we can navigate the challeng-
es of this new era and build a more 
peaceful and prosperous world for 
all.
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Abstract:
� is article explores the his-
torical development of the 
short novel (qissa) genre in 
Uzbek literature, from its 
emergence to its role in con-
temporary literary process-
es. It examines how the form 
and content of the genre 
have evolved over time. In 
particular, it compares the 
similarities and di� erences 
between Abdulla Qahhor’s 
“Tales from the Past” and 
Shoim Botayev’s “People 
Le�  Behind by the Soviet 
Era.”

Keywords: epic style, novel-
la, short novel, social issues, 
psychology, protagonist.

    Literature is a product of 
human thought and artis-
tic creativity — a powerful 
medium that nurtures the 
soul and puri� es the heart. 
It manifests itself in emo-
tional expression, narrative 
structure, and dramatic 
movement, appearing in 
forms such as lyricism, epic, 
and drama. Prior to the 20th 
century and the Jadid liter-
ature movement, Uzbek lit-
erature was predominantly 
lyrical, with very limited 
use of prose. � e rapid in-
troduction of prose into Uz-
bek literature marked a new 
phase in its development 
and laid the groundwork 
for the emergence of new 
genres and literary forms. 
� is transformation is par-
ticularly evident in the short 
novel (qissa) genre. While 
the qissa existed in classical 
literature, it was not used in 
the same sense as the mod-
ern short novel — one of 
the three primary forms of 
the epic genre alongside the 
short story and novel. His-
torically, “qissa” was a term 
used to refer to various types 
of narrative content. (� e 
word “qissa” originates from 
the Arabic , meaning tale or 
adventure.)
In oral folk traditions, sto-
rytelling — known as qis-
sachilik or qissagoylik — 
also existed, although these 
tales were typically narrative 
accounts centered on a he-
ro’s life and adventures. In 
folklore, such qissas were 
recited orally like epic po-
ems and o� en had multiple 
versions. Over time, talent-
ed individuals — many of 
them anonymous — edited 
and transformed these oral 
tales into written texts, turn-
ing them into popular folk 
books. Examples include 
� e Tale of Mashrab, � e 
Tale of Ibrahim Adham, and 
� e Tale of Zufunun. Simi-
larly, legendary accounts of 
prophets, sages, and saints 

were also referred to as qis-
sa, such as Nasiruddin Rab-
ghuzi’s “Qissasi Rabghuzi,” 
Majlisi’s “� e Tale of Sayful-
muluk,” and Alisher Navoi’s 
“History of the Prophets and 
Sages.” � ese works are vivid 
examples of early storytell-
ing traditions.
However, these cannot be 
classi� ed as modern qis-
sas (short novels) in the 
true sense of the word, as 
their depictions of life were 
steeped in myth and legend. 
� e � rst realistic qissas in 
Uzbek literature emerged 
in the 1920s. According to 
some scholars, the earliest 
short novel was Abdurauf 
Fitrat’s “� e Story of an In-
dian Traveler” (also referred 
to in some sources as “� e 
Testimony of the Indian 
Traveler”). � is work, along 
with those by Jadid writers 
such as Saidrasul Azizi, Ab-
dulla Avloniy, and Cholpon, 
contained elements char-
acteristic of the short novel 
genre.
� e true development of 
Uzbek prose — especial-
ly the qissa genre — is tied 
to the works written in the 
1930s, such as G�afur G�u-
lom’s “Shum Bola” (� e Mis-
chievous Boy), Sadriddin 
Ayni’s “� e Usurer’s Death”, 
Abdulla Qodiriy’s “Obid 
the Ketmon Wielder”, and 
Gayraty’s “� e Trial of the 
Poet.” � ese texts helped 
de� ne the genre of realistic 
short novels and le�  an in-
delible mark on the history 
of Uzbek literature.
In the subsequent develop-
ment of the genre, prom-
inent writers like Abdulla 
Qahhor, Oybek, Asqad 
Muxtor, Mirmuhsin, Odil 
Yoqubov, and O�tkir Hoshi-
mov made signi� cant con-
tributions. � ese talented 
authors pushed the genre 
forward, producing short 
novels that aligned with 
the artistic and ideological 
needs of their times, cre-
ating enduring works that 
embodied the spirit of their 
eras
In literary studies, the term 
povest (from the Russian 
повествовать – to narrate) 
is o� en used as the equiv-
alent of the Uzbek qissa. It 
typically depicts a relatively 
brief period in time through 
the life experiences, strug-
gles, and emotions of one 
or several main characters. 
� e genre holds a unique 
place in literature — it is 
longer and more substantial 
than a short story, yet more 
concise and focused than a 
novel. It is considered a me-
dium-length epic genre.
From a structural point of 
view, the povest stands be-

tween the short story and 
the novel, and ideological-
ly it also occupies a middle 
ground. In a short story, 
the primary focus is on an 
event; in a novel, it is on 
the broader socio-historical 
era; but in a qissa, the focal 
point is the individual. � at 
is why the protagonist in a 
novel may serve as a vehicle 
for the narrative, while in a 
qissa, the protagonist is the 
very purpose of the story.
If we examine the term 
“hero” (qahramon), it orig-
inates from Persian and 
means brave, courageous, or 
champion. In literary theo-
ry, it refers to the central � g-
ure around whom all events 
are organized and who rep-
resents the core of the narra-
tive’s artistic and ideological 
expression. � e qissa genre 
centers on the protagonist 
— the life journey of a per-
son through whom a certain 
facet of existence is revealed.
� e emergence of this genre 
is closely tied to the former 
Soviet regime and its au-
thoritarian system. During 
that time, prose genres like 
drama, novel, and qissa — 
which were new to Uzbek 
literature — began to take 
root. In� uenced by Europe-
an literature, Uzbek writers 
began experimenting with 
these forms and eventual-
ly mastered them, so much 
so that today, some Uzbek 
short novels even rival the 

� nest works of European 
and Russian literature.
Of course, every beginning 
is di�  cult, and the develop-
ment of the qissa genre did 
not come easily. In the ear-
ly works, the plot and sto-
ryline — their intrigue and 
entertainment value — were 
emphasized above all else, 
while the inner world of the 
characters was o� en second-
ary. Readers engaged with 
these stories much like they 
would with a compelling 
television series — captivat-
ed and entertained. G�afur 
G�ulom’s “Shum Bola” is a 
shining example of this. � e 
novel’s narrative unfolds in a 
consistent, chronologically 
ordered manner, with the 
central theme tightly woven 
into the events that shape 
the young protagonist’s 
journey.
Moreover, the social prob-
lems of the era were a major 
theme in the short novels 
of the 20th century. � ese 
works exposed the grim re-
ality of the totalitarian re-
gime that sought to enslave 
not only the bodies but also 
the minds and hearts of Uz-
bek people. � e ruling sys-
tem poisoned the lives of 
ordinary citizens, turning 
them against one another 
and stealing their sense of 
trust and dignity. � e bit-
ter truths of this painful era 
were captured vividly in the 
literature of the time — es-

pecially in the qissa genre. 
Even today, many contem-
porary short novels revisit 
and expose the injustices 
and wounds in� icted during 
the Soviet period.
For instance, one of the ear-
ly and iconic examples of 
Uzbek short novels is Ab-
dulla Qahhor’s “Tales from 
the Past,” which parallels, 
in theme and spirit, Sho-
im Botayev’s contemporary 
work “People Le�  Behind 
by the Soviet Era.” Both nar-
rate the plight of individuals 
during the Soviet regime, 
a time marked by hardship 
and repression. Yet despite 
their shared historical back-
drop, these two works di� er 
in tone, structure, and style.
Abdulla Qahhor, a gi� ed 
writer with a distinct literary 
voice, imbues “Tales from 
the Past” with autobiograph-
ical elements that deepen its 
emotional resonance. � e 
novel depicts the hardships 
faced by the writer’s father, 
Abduqahhor, a blacksmith, 
and his family — from their 
constant displacement from 
one village to another to the 
daily struggles of survival. 
� e oppressive nature of the 
era is portrayed in stark and 
painful colors. � eir need 
to relocate stemmed from 
various causes: the declining 
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demand for blacksmithing, 
poverty, and occasionally 
even the ignorance and hos-
tility of others.
Abduqahhor, the black-
smith, stays with his family 
at the home of Olim Buvá, 
an elderly baker in the vil-
lage of Yaypan, continuing 
his trade. However, ten-
sions arise due to misun-
derstandings. One day, for 
instance, the baker’s elderly 
aunt — who had never seen 
a motorcycle before — sees 
Abduqahhor riding one and 
faints in terror, mistaking it 
for a monster. She never re-
gains consciousness and dies 
shortly a� er. � ough Olim 
Buvá says nothing, he har-
bors resentment. In another 
incident, Abduqahhor re-
moves a burdock burr from 
the robe of a veiled woman 
he sees in the street. She 
turns out to be Olim Buvá’s 
daughter, who then accuses 
him of impropriety. Deeply 
o� ended by the slander and 
sensing he is no longer wel-
come, Abduqahhor quietly 
leaves with his family for a 
new village.
� ough a simple cra� sman, 
Abduqahhor is portrayed as 
a literate, progressive-mind-
ed, and digni� ed man, un-
shaken by ignorance and 
adversity. He calmly endures 
even the malice of others 
with dignity and resilience. 
Yet, such individuals were 
few at the time — the ma-
jority, shaped by traditional 
mindsets, rejected or misun-
derstood them. At the root 
of all this stood the Soviet 
regime itself.
For example, when Abduqa-
hhor tries to enroll his son in 
school, he turns to Valikhon 
Tora — a man revealed to be 
barely literate himself. A� er 
confronting the local mullah 
about his incompetence and 
pulling his son out of the 
religious school, Abduqah-
hor teaches him personally, 
later enrolling him in a Jad-
id (reformist) school. � ese 
Jadid schools, however, were 
eventually shut down by 
force, and intellectuals with 
independent thought were 
persecuted and falsely ac-
cused of rebellion.
Such episodes in the novel 
re� ect the immense di�  cul-
ties of the era — especially 
for enlightened individuals 
who dared to think free-
ly. � e narrative also in-
cludes historical � gures like 
Oqposhsho, Anvarbek the 
military leader of the would-
be Caliphate of Rum, Fitrat, 
and the basmachi rebels. 
� eir presence adds authen-
ticity to the work and en-
hances its value as a histor-
ical and literary testimony. 

In essence, “Tales from the 
Past” enriched the treasury 
of Uzbek short novels, of-
fering readers a crystal-clear 
re� ection of a turbulent past.
A powerful literary � gure 
who entered the literary 
scene somewhat later, Sho-
im Botayev also vividly por-
trays the wounds in� icted 
by the former authoritarian 
regime in his creative work. 
His short novel “People Le�  
Behind by the Soviet Era” 
o� ers a poignant critique 
of the injustices and psy-
chological damage caused 
by Soviet rule. It exposes 
the oppressive system that 
chained the Uzbek people 
with metaphoric ropes of 
slavery, turning them into 
mere subjects without iden-
tity or will. � e story paints 
a haunting picture of indi-
viduals forced to forget who 
they were, stripped of digni-
ty and self-awareness.
� e novel begins with the 
tragic story of two brothers 
who, from childhood, grow 
up without love or compas-
sion for one another. Even 
their mother fails to warm 
their hearts. As adults, their 
lives take separate paths: the 
younger brother becomes 
a live-in son-in-law, mov-
ing into his father-in-law’s 
house since his wife is an 
only child, while the older 
brother stays in their ances-
tral home. � e toxic family 
environment they grew up 
in leads to destructive con-
sequences. � e older broth-
er’s only son, Toshmurod, 
follows a crooked path, 
committing the�  with two 
friends — stealing, of all 
things, a cow belonging to 
his own uncle. � e trio is 

caught, tried, and sentenced 
to prison.
Ironically, Toshmurod is 
sent to a penal colony where 
his father — a prison guard 
(nazoratchi) — works. � e 
father is depicted as a man 
who has built his life around 
duty, discipline, and loyalty 
to a deceptive system. En-
tirely devoted to his job, he 
has spent his life in blind 
service to a regime that ul-
timately betrayed him. He 
represents the quintessen-
tial Soviet man — a faithful 
servant of the state who has 
sacri� ced everything, in-
cluding his family, for a false 
ideal.
When the guard’s wife 
dies, his superior allows 
Toshmurod to attend the 
funeral under supervision. 
� e father is tasked with 
watching over his own son. 
Even during this moment of 
loss, his mind is consumed 
with duty, wondering how 
to manage his prisoner-son. 
He wears his work uniform 
to the funeral, standing sti� -
ly by the grave as if still on 
duty. Only a� er the burial 
does he realize, far too late, 
that no responsibility is 
greater than family, no duty 
more sacred than love and 
connection.

Botayev masterfully cap-
tures the father’s internal 
breakdown:

“� e prison guard felt a fa-
tigue he had never known 
before.
Something inside him felt 
hollow.
He couldn’t recall a single 
thing that used to � ll his 
thoughts — the prison, his 

boss, his shi� s... all had van-
ished from his mind.
Duty, responsibility, obli-
gation — none of it meant 
anything now.
Sitting by the grave, he 
slumped forward like a stat-
ue, mechanically clenching 
and unclenching a handful 
of earth he had taken from 
the grave.”
(Botayev, p.431)
He � nally realizes that he 
had destroyed the pillar of 
his life — his wife, the tree 
that had shaded and pro-
tected him — with his own 
hands. She had pleaded with 
him to let her see her son one 
last time before she died, but 
asking his boss for permis-
sion had felt like death itself. 
� us, the grieving mother 
died in sorrow, never see-
ing her child. � e guard, 
consumed with guilt and 
regret, falls into despair. Yet 
in a tender turn, Toshmurod 
comforts his father, o� er-
ing him emotional support, 
and the father � nally calls 
him “my son” with heartfelt 
a� ection — as if embracing 
him for the � rst time.
In conclusion, the genre of 
the short novel (qissa) in 
Uzbek literature has under-
gone various transforma-
tions over time, evolving 
through each stage of liter-
ary development and steadi-
ly improving with every new 
work. � ese stories enrich 
the treasury of Uzbek litera-
ture with their diversity and 
artistic depth.
What’s more, the thematic 
scope of the genre has ex-
panded signi� cantly. Con-
temporary short novels now 
explore not only social and 
historical issues, but also 

delve into personal tragedy, 
inner emotional turmoil, 
and the unpredictable na-
ture of the human psyche. 
Encouragingly, this matu-
ration of the qissa genre is 
being warmly welcomed by 
readers and literature enthu-
siasts alike.
Given its growing depth 
and resonance, there is ev-
ery reason to believe that 
Uzbek short novels will one 
day stand shoulder to shoul-
der with the � nest European 
novellas. � ey will continue 
to serve as a mirror re� ect-
ing the culture, identity, and 
core values of the Uzbek 
people.
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Noting:

• If we examine the 
term “hero” (qahramon), 
it originates from Persian 
and means brave, coura-
geous, or champion. In 
literary theory, it refers to 
the central � gure around 
whom all events are orga-
nized and who represents 
the core of the narrative’s 
artistic and ideological 
expression. � e qissa 
genre centers on the pro-
tagonist — the life jour-
ney of a person through 
whom a certain facet of 
existence is revealed.
• � e emergence of 
this genre is closely tied to 
the former Soviet regime 
and its authoritarian 
system. During that time, 
prose genres like drama, 
novel, and qissa — which 
were new to Uzbek litera-
ture — began to take root. 
In� uenced by European 
literature, Uzbek writers 
began experimenting with 
these forms and eventu-
ally mastered them, so 
much so that today, some 
Uzbek short novels even 
rival the � nest works of 
European and Russian 
literature.
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Introduction: A Gathering Storm in 
Johannesburg
In the sterile, climate-controlled en-
vironment of the Radisson Blu Ho-
tel in Johannesburg, a world away 
from the dusty battle� elds and clan-
destine safe houses of their revolu-
tionary past, the elder statesmen of 
Southern Africa’s historic liberation 
movements have gathered. From 
the 25th to the 28th of July 2025, 
the leaders of South Africa’s Afri-
can National Congress (ANC), Na-
mibia’s SWAPO Party, Zimbabwe’s 
ZANU-PF, Mozambique’s FRELI-
MO, Angola’s MPLA, and Tanza-
nia’s Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) 
are meeting under a theme heavy 
with portent: “Defending the Lib-
eration Gains, Advancing Integrat-
ed Socio-Economic Development, 
Strengthening Solidarity for a Better 
Africa.”
On the surface, this is a reunion 
of comrades, a rea�  rmation of a 
shared, heroic struggle that disman-
tled the brutal architecture of colo-
nialism and apartheid. � e presence 
of observers like the Pan African-
ist Congress of Azania (PAC), the 
Polisario Front of Western Sahara, 
and FATAH of Palestine reinforces 
this narrative, casting the summit as 
a contemporary front in a global an-
ti-colonial struggle. � e attendance 
of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) signals a strategic alignment 
and a search for alternative models 
of development and political suste-
nance, far from the critical gaze of 
the West.
However, beneath the veneer of sol-
idarity and the powerful rhetoric of 
liberation, this summit represents a 
critical and perhaps � nal juncture 
for these movements. It is a defensive 
crouch. Decades a� er leading their 
nations to political freedom, these 
parties are facing a profound crisis 
of legitimacy. � e “liberation gains” 
they seek to defend are increasingly 
seen by their own populations not 
as collective national achievements, 
but as the power and privilege of a 
new elite. � e central, unavoidable 
question that hangs over the pro-
ceedings is this: Are these historic 
movements still delivering on the 
promise of liberation, or have they 
become entrenched ruling parties, 
clinging to a fading narrative to jus-
tify their tightening grip on power?
� is analysis will argue that the 
2025 Liberation Movements Sum-
mit is less a forum for charting a 
bold new future for the 130 million 
citizens of these nations and more a 
council of war for the political sur-
vival of the parties themselves. It is 
an attempt to invoke the powerful 
magic of a shared past to address 
a perilous present. � e impact of 
these movements, once undeniably 
heroic and transformative, is now a 

deeply contradictory legacy. While 
their initial achievement—the at-
tainment of sovereignty and politi-
cal rights—remains a monumental 
gain, their subsequent decades in 
power have been characterized by 
widespread governance failures, 
endemic corruption, and a cata-
strophic failure to deliver economic 
liberation to the masses. � ey now 
preside over some of the most un-
equal societies on earth, where the 
dreams of the liberation generation 
have soured into disillusionment for 
their children, the “born-frees,” who 
are shackled by unemployment and 
inequality. � e summit, therefore, is 
a fortress of the old guard, a place to 
close ranks against a rising tide of 
popular discontent that threatens to 
sweep them away.

� e Summit’s Agenda: Narrative, 
Survival, and the Specter of Neo-Co-
lonialism

� e theme of the Johannesburg 
summit is a masterclass in political 
framing, revealing more about the 
anxieties of the conveners than their 
ambitions. Each phrase is a carefully 
chosen pillar in the ideological for-
tress they seek to construct.

1. “Defending the Liberation Gains”
� is is the foundational premise, and 
it is inherently defensive. � e im-
mediate question it provokes is, de-
fending from whom? � e answer is 
twofold. Externally, the movements 
point to the specter of “neo-colo-
nial pressures.” � is is a broad, o� en 
ill-de� ned term that encompasses 
everything from the stringent con-
ditions of Western � nancial insti-
tutions and the perceived meddling 
of foreign NGOs to the exploitative 
practices of multinational corpo-
rations. In the summit’s narrative, 
these external forces are actively 
working to undermine the sover-
eignty that was so dearly won, seek-
ing to re-establish economic and 
political dominance through new, 
more insidious means. � is rhetoric 
serves to frame internal challenges 
as the result of external sabotage, a 
powerful tool for de� ecting domes-
tic criticism.
Internally, however, the “gains” 
being defended are the political 
dominance of the liberation parties 
themselves. � e threat comes from 
a growing chorus of opposition par-
ties, a vibrant and critical civil so-
ciety, an independent media, and, 
most importantly, a restless and 
youthful electorate that is no longer 
bound by the loyalties of the past. 
For this generation, the ruling party 
is not a liberator but simply the gov-
ernment—and a failing one at that. 
By framing political opposition as an 
attack on liberation itself, these par-
ties attempt to delegitimize dissent 
and cast their political rivals as pup-
pets of neo-colonial masters. � is 
was a central theme in ZANU-PF’s 
rhetoric against the Movement for 
Democratic Change (MDC) in Zim-
babwe and is increasingly a feature 
of the ANC’s response to the Dem-
ocratic Alliance (DA) and other op-
ponents in South Africa.

2. “Advancing Integrated Socio-Eco-

nomic Development”
� is clause is an admission of the 
movements’ most profound failure. 
� e ultimate promise of liberation 
was not just the right to vote, but 
the right to a digni� ed life: access 
to land, jobs, education, and health-
care. Decades a� er taking power, the 
socio-economic reality for the ma-
jority of citizens in these countries is 
grim. � is part of the theme is a tacit 
acknowledgment that the � rst phase 
of liberation—political freedom—is 
incomplete without the second: eco-
nomic emancipation.
� e summit aims to � nd a collective 
solution to this shared crisis. � e 
presence of the Communist Party 
of China is crucial here. China of-
fers a tantalizing alternative to the 
Western-prescribed model of liberal 
democracy and free-market capital-
ism. It presents a path of state-led 
development, massive infrastruc-
ture projects (o� en funded by Chi-
nese loans), and authoritarian con-
trol, all without the West’s lectures 
on human rights and democracy. 
For ruling parties struggling with 
delivery and legitimacy, the “Beijing 
Consensus” can seem far more ap-
pealing than the “Washington Con-
sensus.” � is objective, therefore, 
is not just about development; it’s 
about � nding a development model 
that is compatible with the preserva-
tion of their political power.

3. “Strengthening Solidarity for a 
Better Africa”

� is is the call to close ranks. � e six 
core parties in attendance are no lon-
ger revolutionary movements; they 
are incumbent governments fac-
ing remarkably similar challenges. 
� eir leaders can commiserate over 
declining electoral margins (ANC), 
stubborn insurgencies (FRELIMO), 
crippling foreign debt (MPLA, FRE-
LIMO), systemic corruption scan-
dals (all), and the demographic time 
bomb of youth unemployment.
� is solidarity serves a practical 
purpose. It is a platform for sharing 
strategies of political management 
and control. How does one man-
age internal party factions? How 
can state media be used to reinforce 
the party’s narrative? How can the 

security apparatus be deployed to 
contain protests? How can electoral 
commissions be managed to ensure 
favorable outcomes? While the pub-
lic communiqués will speak of unity 
for the continent’s bene� t, the pri-
vate discussions are likely focused 
on the far more pressing matter of 
regime durability. � e summit acts 
as a mutual support group for an 
endangered political class, a space 
to reassure each other that their 
struggles are shared and their cause 
remains just, even as evidence on 
the ground suggests otherwise. � e 
rotation of summit leadership is a 
mechanism to ensure this network 
of mutual reinforcement endures, 
providing a united front against 
both internal and external pressures.

� e Verdict on the Ground: A Lega-
cy of Contradiction

� e rhetoric of the summit clashes 
violently with the lived reality in the 
nations these movements govern. A 
detailed, country-by-country analy-
sis reveals a consistent pattern: the 
initial, heroic act of liberation has 
given way to a post-liberation era of 
stagnation, inequality, and corrup-
tion.

South Africa: � e ANC’s Squan-
dered Inheritance

� e Foundational Impact: � e 
ANC’s achievement is monumental 
and undeniable. It led the struggle 
that defeated apartheid, one of the 
most odious systems of racial op-
pression in human history. It de-
livered a constitutional democracy 
with a world-renowned bill of rights, 
established a non-racial state, and 
created a social safety net through 
grants that provide a lifeline for mil-
lions. � is is the “liberation gain” in 
its purest form.

� e Contemporary Failure: � e 
post-1994 record is a story of trag-
ic decline. � e ANC has overseen 
an economy that has failed to create 
jobs, leading to one of the world’s 
highest unemployment rates, with 
youth unemployment exceeding 
60%. South Africa is now the most 
unequal country on earth, with the 

Gini coe�  cient showing that the 
economic structures of apartheid 
remain � rmly in place, albeit with 
a new, multi-racial elite. � e era of 
“State Capture” under President 
Jacob Zuma saw the systematic 
looting of state resources on an in-
dustrial scale, hollowing out criti-
cal state-owned enterprises like the 
power utility Eskom, which now 
subjects the country to crippling 
daily blackouts, and the logistics 
company Transnet. For ordinary 
South Africans, the failure of the 
state to provide reliable electricity, 
safe communities, or economic op-
portunity is the dominant reality. 
� e ANC’s loss of its parliamentary 
majority in the 2024 elections for 
the � rst time was a seismic event, a 
clear verdict from the electorate that 
the party’s liberation credentials are 
no longer enough to excuse its cata-
strophic failures in governance.

Zimbabwe: ZANU-PF and the Pa-
thology of Power

� e Foundational Impact: ZA-
NU-PF, under Robert Mugabe, freed 
Zimbabwe from white minority rule 
in 1980. In its � rst decade, the gov-
ernment made impressive strides in 
expanding access to education and 
healthcare, creating one of the most 
literate populations in Africa. � is 
initial period represented the prom-
ise of liberation being ful� lled.

� e Contemporary Failure: ZA-
NU-PF provides a chilling case study 
of how a liberation movement can 
mutate into an oppressive, predatory 
state. � e party has maintained its 
grip on power for over four decades 
through political violence, intimida-
tion, and rigged elections. � e chaot-
ic and violent land reform program 
starting in 2000, while addressing 
a historical injustice, destroyed the 
country’s commercial agricultural 
sector, triggering economic collapse 
and hyperin� ation that wiped out 
the savings of millions. Corruption 
is endemic, with the nation’s vast 
mineral 
w e a l t h 
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political and military elite. Today, 
Zimbabwe’s economy is a shadow of 
its former self, and its political en-
vironment remains repressive under 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa, 
who came to power via a military 
coup. For most Zimbabweans, the 
“liberation gain” has been a poi-
soned chalice.

Namibia: SWAPO’s Long, Compla-
cent Reign

� e Foundational Impact: SWAPO 
led a long and arduous armed strug-
gle against South African occupa-
tion, � nally achieving independence 
in 1990. Its primary impact has been 
the establishment and maintenance 
of a stable, peaceful, and democratic 
state, a signi� cant achievement in a 
volatile region.

� e Contemporary Failure: SWA-
PO’s long, uninterrupted rule has 
bred complacency and corruption 
by individuals in SEOs, public of-
� ces or even in SWAPO itself as 
an organization. Like its neighbor 
South Africa, Namibia su� ers from 
extreme inequality, a legacy of its 
apartheid past that SWAPO has 
failed to dismantle due to system-
atic complexities. Youth unemploy-
ment is a ticking time bomb. � e 
party’s moral authority was severely 
damaged by the “Fishrot” scandal, 
which exposed how senior govern-
ment ministers and business leaders 
took bribes from an Icelandic � sh-
ing company in exchange for lucra-
tive � shing quotas. � e scandal laid 
bare the rot at the heart of the state 
and showed how the individual lib-
eration elites were enriching them-
selves at the expense of the nation. 
While SWAPO still commands sig-
ni� cant support, its electoral domi-
nance is waning as a new generation 
questions what the party has done 
for them lately.

Mozambique: FRELIMO, Gas, and 
Guns

� e Foundational Impact: FRELI-
MO won a hard-fought war of in-
dependence against the Portuguese 
in 1975. A� er a devastating civil war 
against the RENAMO insurgency (a 
con� ict it had a hand in creating), it 
has successfully maintained peace 
and transitioned the country from 
Marxism to a market economy, at-
tracting signi� cant foreign invest-
ment.

� e Contemporary Failure: FRELI-
MO’s rule has been marred by one of 
Africa’s biggest corruption scandals: 
the “$2 billion hidden debts” a� air, 
where state-owned companies took 
out massive secret loans, suppos-
edly for maritime security, much of 
which was siphoned o�  by o�  cials. 
� e scandal plunged the country 
into a � nancial crisis. Furthermore, 
the discovery of one of the world’s 
largest natural gas reserves in the 
northern province of Cabo Delgado 

has proven to be a curse. � e wealth 
has not bene� ted the local popula-
tion, fueling grievances that have 
morphed into a brutal Islamist in-
surgency. FRELIMO has struggled 
to contain the violence, highlighting 
the weakness and corruption of its 
security forces. � e party maintains 
a � rm grip on power, but its prom-
ise of development rings hollow in a 
country where vast resource wealth 
coexists with deep poverty and vio-
lent con� ict.

Angola: � e MPLA and the Oil 
Curse

� e Foundational Impact: � e 
MPLA led the � ght for indepen-
dence from Portugal and, a� er 
a protracted and brutal civil war 
against UNITA that lasted until 
2002, � nally brought peace to the 
nation. It has used the country’s im-
mense oil wealth to fund post-war 
reconstruction, rebuilding roads, 
bridges, and cities.

� e Contemporary Failure: Angola 
is the archetypal example of the “re-
source curse.” For decades, billions 
of dollars in oil revenue enriched a 
tiny elite surrounding former Presi-
dent José Eduardo dos Santos, while 
the majority of Angolans remained 
in abject poverty without access to 
basic services. � e capital, Luanda, 
became one of the most expensive 
cities in the world, a playground for 
the rich, while its sprawling slums 
languished. � e current president, 
João Lourenço, has launched an 
anti-corruption campaign target-
ing the dos Santos family, but many 
see it as a selective purge to con-
solidate his own power. � e funda-
mental problem remains: the econ-
omy is entirely dependent on oil, 
and the state has failed to translate 
this wealth into sustainable, broad-
based development.

Tanzania: CCM, Stability, and the 
Authoritarian Turn

� e Foundational Impact: Under 
its founding father, Julius Nyerere, 
the Tanganyika African National 
Union (a precursor to CCM) forged 
a strong, uni� ed national identity 
out of a mosaic of ethnic groups, a 
remarkable achievement. CCM has 
maintained peace and stability for 
over 60 years, a beacon of tranquil-
ity in a historically turbulent Great 
Lakes region.

� e Contemporary Failure: � e 
price of this stability was o� en 
one-party rule that sti� ed politi-
cal pluralism. While Tanzania has 
transitioned to a multi-party sys-
tem, CCM’s dominance remains 
entrenched. � e presidency of the 
late John Magufuli (2015-2021) saw 
a sharp and alarming authoritarian 
turn, with a brutal crackdown on 
the opposition, media, and civil so-
ciety. His successor, Samia Suluhu 
Hassan, has so� ened this approach, 
but the structures of repression re-
main. Economically, Tanzania has 
seen growth, but struggles with cor-
ruption and creating enough formal 
jobs for its rapidly growing youth 
population. CCM’s legacy is one 

of successful nation-building and 
peace, but its democratic credentials 
and human rights record are deeply 
� awed.

� e Generational Chasm and the 
Crisis of Legitimacy

� e country-by-country analysis 
reveals a stark, unifying truth: the 
language of liberation no longer res-
onates with the majority of the pop-
ulation, particularly the youth. For 
the millions of young people born 
a� er independence—the “born-
frees”—the stories of armed struggle 
are abstract history, not lived expe-
rience. � eir reality is de� ned by the 
failures of the post-liberation state: 
joblessness, inequality, corruption, 
and crumbling public services. � ey 
see a political class that invokes a 
heroic past to justify its present-day 
privileges.
� is generational divide is the sin-
gle greatest threat to the long-term 
survival of these movements. � e 
summit’s stated objective to pro-
mote “youth engagement and in-
tergenerational dialogue” is a clear 
admission of this crisis. � ey know 
they are losing the youth, who are 
increasingly drawn to opposition 
parties or, more worryingly, to polit-
ical apathy and disillusionment. � e 
question is whether this dialogue is 
a genuine attempt at reform and in-
clusion or simply a new public rela-
tions strategy to co-opt youth lead-
ers and repackage the old narrative 
for a new audience. � e track record 
of these parties suggests the latter is 
more likely.
It is in this context that the theme 
of “neo-colonialism” must be criti-
cally examined. While the external 
pressures and historical economic 
imbalances faced by African nations 
are real, the liberation movements 
increasingly use this rhetoric as a 
convenient scapegoat. It is easier 
to blame the IMF, former colonial 
powers, or Western NGOs for do-
mestic problems than to confront 
the systemic corruption, misman-

agement, and poor policy choices 
that are the true source of so many 
of their woes. When a government 
o�  cial steals public funds meant 
for a hospital, it is an act of corrup-
tion, not an act of neo-colonialism. 
By con� ating the two, these parties 
seek to immunize themselves from 
accountability.

Conclusion: A Contradictory but 
Enduring Legacy

� e Liberation Movements Sum-
mit in Johannesburg is a poignant 
spectacle. It is a gathering of par-
ties that were born in the crucible 
of righteous struggle, that inspired 
millions, and that fundamentally 
changed the map and political des-
tiny of Southern Africa. � eir initial 
impact was nothing short of revolu-
tionary.
Yet, decades later, the verdict on 
their contemporary impact is 
damning. � ey have largely failed 
to transition from being liberation 
movements to becoming e� ec-
tive, accountable, and democratic 
governing parties. � e solidarity 
and discipline that were strengths 
during the struggle have, in power, 
morphed into a culture of crony-
ism, secrecy, and an intolerance of 
dissent. � ey have failed to disman-
tle the core economic structures of 
colonialism and apartheid that per-
petuate inequality, and in many cas-
es, have simply inserted a new elite 
at the top of the old pyramid. � e 
summit, therefore, is an exercise in 
nostalgia and self-preservation; an 
attempt to rally around the � ag of a 
glorious past as a defense against a 
turbulent present.
However, amidst this stark ver-
dict, it would be a profound mis-
take to dismiss their foundational 
achievements as insigni� cant. � ese 
movements accomplished tangible, 
visible, and monumental tasks that 
must not be forgotten. � ey ended 
colonial and racist minority rule, an 
act of historical justice that granted 
sovereignty, freedom of speech, de-

mocracy and basic human dignity 
to tens of millions. � ey forged na-
tions out of disparate territories, and 
in cases like Tanzania and post-war 
Angola and Mozambique, they se-
cured a lasting peace and a sense of 
national unity that remains a power-
ful and emulatable achievement.
Crucially, they built the very institu-
tions that are now used to challenge 
them. � e ANC, for example, deliv-
ered a constitution that is a global 
model for human rights, creating 
the democratic space for opposition 
to � ourish. � e initial post-indepen-
dence investments in education and 
healthcare across the region, from 
Zimbabwe to South Africa, creat-
ed a generation of citizens capable 
of critical thought and demanding 
more from their leaders. Namibia 
has institutions that can arrest even 
cabinet ministers, put them behind 
bars and be tried for contravening 
with the established laws. � ese are 
not minor accomplishments and 
the publish should know that it is 
the very same old guards that es-
tablished all these systems; they are 
the bedrock upon which any future 
progress must be built. � e tragic 
irony is that for a new generation of 
Africans, the struggle for true liber-
ation—for economic justice, for a 
life of dignity, for a government that 
is accountable to the people—is now 
a struggle that must o� en be waged 
against the very parties that once 
claimed the mantle of liberators, us-
ing the very democratic and nation-
al institutions those movements � rst 
created. � e old guard may be in the 
fortress, but the ground they built it 
on is fertile for change.
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President Dr Emmerson D Mnangagwa’s Presidential Title 
Deeds Settlement Regularization Programme working 
towards economic development
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� e Zimbabwean govern-
ment, under the leadership 
of President Dr Emmerson 
D Mnangagwa, launched 
the Presidential Title Deeds 
Settlement Regularization 
Programme, a � agship ini-
tiative aimed at promoting 
economic development and 
growth. � e programme 
seeks to address the long-
standing issue of irregular 
land ownership and settle-
ment, providing a frame-
work for regularization and 
formalization of property 
rights. By providing title 
deeds to residents and inves-
tors, the programme aims to 
unlock economic potential, 
stimulate investment, and 
improve livelihoods, ulti-
mately contributing to the 
country’s overall develop-
ment and prosperity.
When President Dr ED 
Mnangagwa announced on 
22 April 2023 in Epworth 
about the Presidential Title 
Deeds and Settlement Reg-
ularisation Programme, the 
whole nation realized the 
leader the President, was 
to the people of Zimbabwe. 
Celebrations vibrated across 
the country in all high den-
sity suburbs and growth, the 
hope was now reality.
On 22 April 2023, in the 
heart of Epworth, President 
Mnangagwa brought this 
same spirit to life again. In 
a historic moment, 265 Title 
Deeds were handed over to 
bene� ciaries, transforming 
informal settlements into 
recognized homes of oppor-
tunity and value. � at day 
was not just a ceremony, it 
was a declaration of a new 
chapter of economic em-
powerment, land security, 
and inheritance for future 
generations.
Presidential Title Deeds 
Programme is a practical 
expression of President 
Mnangagwa’s commitment 
to VISION2030, building 
a prosperous, upper-mid-
dle-income Zimbabwe that 
leaves no one behind. � is 
programme gives hope to 
millions in high-density 
suburbs and growth points 
who never imagined own-
ing legal, bankable land, let 
alone leaving behind an in-
heritance.
� e Presidential Title Deeds 
Settlement Regularisation 
Programme, launched by 
President Dr Emmerson 

D Mnangagwa, has given 
rise to a vibrant a�  liate, 
TITLEDEEDS4ED, which 
is working tirelessly to real-
ize the President’s vision of 
economic development and 
growth. By championing the 
regularization of property 
rights and promoting the 
issuance of title deeds. � e 
movement is playing a cru-
cial role in unlocking eco-
nomic potential, stimulating 
investment, and improving5 
livelihoods. As a key stake-
holder in the programme, 
TITLEDEEDS4ED is help-
ing to drive the agenda for 
economic empowerment 
and development, under-
scoring the President’s com-
mitment to transforming 
the lives of citizens and driv-
ing national progress.
Speaking to TITLEDEED-
S4ED National Chairman, 
Dr. George Dhliwayo said 
they stand � rmly behind 
this historic initiative and 
were resolute in their be-
lief that this visionary pro-
gramme was not only about 
land ownership, but was 
about restoring dignity, cre-
ating generational wealth, 
and accelerating the eco-
nomic transformation of the 
people. He said It echoes the 
very spirit of the liberation 
struggle that was land to the 
people, empowerment to 
the masses, and trust in our 
leadership.
“We stand � rmly behind this 
historic initiative and we are 
resolute in our belief that 
this visionary programme is 
not only about land owner-
ship, but it is about restoring 
dignity, creating generation-
al wealth and accelerating 
the economic transforma-
tion of our people, “ he said.
“ It echoes the very spirit of 
our liberation struggle that 
is land to the people, em-
powerment to the masses 
and trust in our leadership.” 
said the Chairman who is 
also known as Dr Com-
mender GD6
� e National Chairperson 
described the progas a seis-
mic shi�  in Zimbabwe’s 
developmental trajectory 
and the programme was a 
game-changer, giving le-
gal recognition, unlocking 
value and enabling families 
to build with security and 
pride and all was the legacy 
of a listening President. 
Dr. Dhliwayo emphasised 

that TITLEDEEDS4ED ex-
ists as the ampli� ed voice 
of the great works being de-
livered by President Dr. ED 
Mnangagwa through this 
historic programme and the 
broader VISION2030 agen-
da. He described the title 
deeds initiative as more than 
just land ownership, but was 
a legacy of dignity, empow-
erment, and economic free-
dom.
“TITLEDEEDS4ED exists 
as the ampli� ed voice of the 
great works being delivered 
by President Dr. ED Mnan-
gagwa through this historic 
programme and the broader 
Vision 2030 agenda and this 
title deeds initiative is more 
than just land ownership, it 
is a legacy of dignity, em-
powerment, and economic 
freedom,” he said
As vision 2030 foot soldiers 
of President Dr. ED Mnan-
gagwa, the a�  liate is on a 
mission to unite and mobi-
lize 17 million Zimbabwe-
ans behind the visionary 
leader and it was now time 
time for all patriotic Zim-
babweans to stand up in full 
support.
� e National Chairperson 
said the Presidential Title 
Deeds Programme was a 
practical expression of Pres-
ident Mnangagwa’s commit-
ment to building a prosper-
ous, upper-middle-income 
Zimbabwe that leaves no 
one behind and he said that 
this programme gives hope 
to millions in high-density 
suburbs and growth points 
who never imagined own-
ing legal, bankable land, let 
alone leaving behind an in-
heritance.
“� e Presidential Title 
Deeds Programme is a prac-
tical expression of President 
Mnangagwa’s commitment 
to, building a prosperous, 
upper-middle-income Zim-
babwe that leaves no one 
behind and this programme 
gives hope to millions in 
high-density suburbs and 
growth points who nev-
er imagined owning legal, 
bankable land, let alone 
leaving behind an inheri-
tance,” he said
Family property disputes 
will soon be a thing of the 
past with the rollout of digi-
tised and tamper-proof Title 
Deeds, introduced through 
President Dr. ED Mnangag-
wa’s bold and transformative 

Presidential Title Deeds and 
Settlement Regularisation 
Programme. � ese digital 
documents o� er long-term 
security, transparency, and 
protection from manipula-
tion by unscrupulous indi-
viduals.
When asked about the target 
of their membership drive. 
Dr Commando GD6 pas-
sionately outlined the move-
ment’s focus.
“ Membership mobilisation 
is not an event, but it is a dai-
ly call to actions and every 
citizen has the responsibility 
to work towards one people, 
one Nation, one Zimbabwe 
and one President, “ he said 
He urged all patriotic Zim-
babweans to join the move-
ment not just for today but 
for the bene� t of the gener-
ation to come securing the 
inheritance and building a 
stronger united Zimbabwe.
Speaking to some of the 
bene� ciaries who spoke 
highly of the Titledeeds they 
said the Presidential Title 
Deeds Settlement Regular-
ization Programme has been 
a game-changer for them 
and they had � nally received 
their title deeds, and giv-
en to them as security and 
con� dence to invest in their 
properties. 

“We’re proud to call our 
homes our own, and we’re 
grateful to President Dr 
Emmerson D Mnangagwa 
for this initiative. � e pro-
gramme has not only im-
proved our livelihoods but 
also opened up new eco-
nomic opportunities for us. 
We’re now able to access 
credit and other � nancial 
services, which will help us 
to further develop our prop-
erties and businesses.” said 
Timothy Kapita and Joana 
Rugube.
� e emotional scenes mir-
rored the jubilation of � rst 
independence when Zim-
babwe gained its indepen-
dence. Today, through this 
world-class, � rst-of-its-kind 
programme for high-density 
suburbs and growth point 
homeowners, President 
Mnangagwa has restored 
dignity and delivered lasting 
value to families who never 
imagined legal land owner-
ship.

Worth
Noting:

• Presidential Title 
Deeds Programme is a prac-
tical expression of President 
Mnangagwa’s commitment to 
VISION2030, building a pros-
perous, upper-middle-income 
Zimbabwe that leaves no one 
behind. � is programme gives 
hope to millions in high-den-
sity suburbs and growth points 
who never imagined owning 
legal, bankable land, let alone 
leaving behind an inheritance.
• � e Presidential Title 
Deeds Settlement Regulari-
sation Programme, launched 
by President Dr Emmerson D 
Mnangagwa, has given rise to a 
vibrant a�  liate, TITLEDEED-
S4ED, which is working tire-
lessly to realize the President’s 
vision of economic develop-
ment and growth. By cham-
pioning the regularization of 
property rights and promoting 
the issuance of title deeds. � e 
movement is playing a crucial 
role in unlocking economic po-
tential, stimulating investment, 
and improving5 livelihoods. As 
a key stakeholder in the pro-
gramme, TITLEDEEDS4ED is 
helping to drive the agenda for 
economic empowerment and 
development, underscoring 
the President’s commitment 
to transforming the lives of 
citizens and driving national 
progress.

TITLEDEEDS4ED National Chairman, Dr. George Dhliwayo 
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