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Mastery of digital do-

main: The emerging 

global cyber superiority

The 21st Century is 

witnessing unprecedent-

ed transformation in the 

nature and form of global 

power and security. For 

generations, the strength 

of nations was primar-

ily measured through 

physical military capa-

bility with large armies, 

advanced weaponry
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Laikipia, 

Meru, 

Isiolo 
Counties

Mount Kenya’s slopes and the vast plains of Laikipia, Meru, and Isiolo are often celebrated for their 

beauty, wildlife, and cultural heritage. Yet today, they stand at the center of a crisis that has shaken the 

nation’s conscience. Interior Cabinet Secretary Kipchumba Murkomen has declared swathes of these 

counties “security disturbed and dangerous,” paving the way for a major government 

operation to dismantle criminal networks and restore order.
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Kenya, Mozambique deepen ties with new 

cooperation agreements Signed

Kenya and Mozambique have signed three 

Memoranda of Understanding to strengthen 

cooperation between the two nations.



Kenya has reaffirmed its strong diplo-

matic and economic ties with Mozam-

bique, underscoring a shared commit-

ment to deepen cooperation across key 

sectors. 

President William Ruto hosted Presi-

dent Daniel Francisco Chapo at State 

House, Nairobi, where the two leaders 

witnessed the signing of several coop-

eration agreements and Memoranda of 

Understanding.

The agreements cover areas such as dip-

lomatic training, research and capacity 

building, correctional services, and 

youth development and sports collabo-

ration. These initiatives aim to strength-

en institutional linkages and enhance 

people-to-people relations between the 

two nations.

Both countries are also focusing on 

expanding trade and economic cooper-

ation by addressing tariff and non-tariff 

barriers while unlocking untapped 

opportunities. Key sectors identified 

for collaboration include tourism, clean 

energy, aviation, and the blue economy, 

all of which are expected to drive shared 

growth and regional integration.

Additionally, Kenya and Mozambique 

are working closely on counter-terror-

ism efforts and promoting peace, securi-

ty, and stability within the region.

The strengthened partnership reflects a 

broader vision to boost prosperity for 

both nations and contribute to sustain-

able development across the African 

continent.
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Kenya, Mozambique strengthen strategic 

partnership through new agreements
BY MKT REPORTER
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Kenya has reaffirmed its commitment to strengthening regional cooperation and advancing 
a modern, integrated postal sector during the 11th Pan African Postal Union (PAPU) Plenipo-

tentiary Conference in Kampala, Uganda. Speaking at a reception on the sidelines of the con-

ference, Principal Secretary for Broadcasting and Telecommunications Stephen Isaboke em-

phasized that deeper collaboration, innovation, and inclusive growth are essential for shaping 

the future of Africa’s postal services. He highlighted Kenya’s active role within PAPU, includ-

ing service on the Administrative Council and leadership of the Policy and Regulation Com-

mittee, which has overseen the adoption and implementation of key regulatory frameworks. 

 Isaboke also sought support for Kenya’s re-election to the PAPU Administrative Council (2026–2030), 

noting the country’s contributions to policy reforms and efforts to modernize the Postal Corporation of 
Kenya through digital innovation, e-government services, and expanded logistics capabilities.

Ismail Madey emphasized the need to digitize disaster relief operations to enhance transparency, ac-

countability, and efficiency. He explained that a digital system would track aid needs, resources re-

ceived, distribution, and beneficiaries in real time, ensuring fair allocation. Madey urged the Internal 
Audit Unit and the Directorate of Relief and Rehabilitation to accelerate implementation and called on 

department heads to improve teamwork through regular coordination. Despite challenges such as lim-

ited staff and resources, he commended the team for effectively responding to disasters like droughts, 
floods, and famines, stressing the importance of timely and accountable service delivery.

The Kenyan government is fast-tracking labour reforms to strengthen worker protections, especially 

for domestic workers, following nationwide consultations on International Labour Organization Con-

ventions 189 and 190. Labour PS Shadrack Mwadime said the process is moving toward ratification 
after inclusive stakeholder engagement across multiple counties. The conventions aim to ensure fair 

wages, safe working conditions, and protection from abuse and harassment. The government warned 

employers against mistreatment and urged reporting of violations. Civil society highlighted ongoing 

challenges like low pay and weak enforcement, calling for awareness campaigns. The proposals will 

proceed to Cabinet and Parliament, with optimism for swift approval.

Tea exporters in Kenya are being encouraged to diversify into African markets using the African Con-

tinental Free Trade Area following major losses linked to the Middle East conflict. According to Kenya 
Export Promotion and Branding Agency CEO Floice Mukabana, the crisis presents an opportunity to 

explore new regional markets. Exporters have lost about USD 24 million in three weeks due to disrupt-

ed trade with Middle Eastern countries. East African Tea Trade Association MD George Omuga noted 

that shipments have stalled, causing congestion at the Port of Mombasa, with millions of kilograms of 

tea stranded in warehouses awaiting export.

Traders at Kongowea Market have raised concerns over worsening garbage accumulation, citing 

health risks and disruption to operations in the busy wholesale hub. Chairman Julius Mutegi said waste 

management efforts by the county are inadequate despite the market generating significant revenue. 
Traders supply produce to residents and major hotels, making sanitation critical. Leaders including 

Asha Hamisi warned of potential disease outbreaks and urged swift action from the county govern-

ment. Elijah Kailikia highlighted poor drainage and inconsistent services despite high taxes, warning 

traders may stage protests or partial closures if the situation is not urgently addressed.

Construction of the Kiandutu Modern Market in Thika is underway as part of Kiambu County’s plan 

to build 28 modern markets to improve trade infrastructure and support small-scale traders. Governor 

Kimani Wamatangi consulted traders in 2024, leading to their relocation to a prepared site in 2025. The 

project has already created jobs for over 100 local workers during construction. Once complete, stalls 

will be allocated transparently to legitimate traders. The initiative aims to provide a clean, organized, 

and dignified trading environment while contributing to the broader vision of transforming Thika into 
a Smart City.
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Kenya’s Judiciary has re-

affirmed its commitment to 
strengthening institutional 

support and enhancing access 

to justice, with Chief Regis-

trar Winfridah Mokaya prais-

ing High Court judges for 

their resilience and dedica-

tion during the 2026 Leaders 

Conference.

Addressing the gathering in 

Naivasha, Mokaya delivered 

a stirring speech that blend-

ed recognition with a call to 

action. “Poverty, marginali-

sation, and injustice cannot 

be allowed to define the lives 
of our people. Justice must 

not only be administered—it 

must be felt,” she told dele-

gates, underscoring the con-

ference theme of protecting 

vulnerable women and chil-

dren.

The forum, which Mokaya 

described as “a critical plat-

form for accountability, re-

flection, and collaboration,” 
brought together judges from 

across the country to assess 

progress under the Social 

Transformation through Ac-

cess to Justice (STAJ) Blue-

print. The initiative, launched 

to make justice more acces-

sible, has become the Judi-

ciary’s guiding framework. 

Mokaya reminded partici-

pants that the High Court’s 

constitutional mandate is 

lived daily by citizens seek-

ing protection, dignity, and 

redress.

She commended judges for 

their service despite mount-

ing pressures, including 

budgetary constraints, rising 

caseloads, and public scru-

tiny. “Your commitment re-

mains central to the effective 
delivery of justice,” she said, 

acknowledging the sacrifices 
made by judicial officers who 
often work under immense 

strain.

Mokaya also outlined mea-

sures to strengthen institu-

tional support. Twenty three 

new motor vehicles have 

been deployed to replace an 

ageing fleet, with ten more 
expected soon. Recruitment 

of legal researchers is under-

way to bolster judicial capac-

ity, ensuring judges have the 

resources needed to deliver 

timely rulings.

Judicial welfare featured 

prominently in her address. 

Mokaya highlighted the en-

actment of the Judges’ Re-

tirement Benefits Act as a 
milestone in securing dignity 

and independence for judges 

after service. “We are com-

mitted to implementing court 

decisions on benefits, subject 
to due process and available 

resources,” she assured, ap-

pealing for patience amid fis-

cal constraints. Transparency 

and continued engagement, 

she added, remain the Judi-

ciary’s guiding principles.

Her remarks also touched 

on integrity and public trust. 

“The strength of the Judiciary 

lies not only in its rulings but 

in how justice is experienced 

by the people it serves,” she 

stressed. This reminder was 

timely, as public confidence 
in institutions remains frag-

ile. For Mokaya, legitimacy 

depends on both fairness in 

decisions and empathy in de-

livery.

The conference theme re-

flected a growing recog-

nition that justice systems 

must respond to those most 

at risk. From gender based 

violence to child protection, 

the Judiciary’s role is pivotal. 

Mokaya urged judges to em-

brace introspection, ensuring 

processes are responsive to 

the realities of those who of-

ten lack a voice.

Observers note that the Ju-

diciary’s resilience has been 

tested in recent years. Po-

litical tensions, resource 

shortages, and rising public 

expectations have created a 

demanding environment. Yet 

the institution has continued 

to deliver landmark rulings, 

safeguarding constitutional 

freedoms and curbing exec-

utive overreach. Mokaya’s 

speech was a reminder that 

behind these rulings are judg-

es who carry immense re-

sponsibility.

As the conference conclud-

ed, her words lingered: “Jus-

tice must be felt.” For Ken-

ya’s Judiciary, the path ahead 

is steep, but the resolve is ev-

ident. Judges remain commit-

ted, the institution is adapt-

ing, and the vision of people 

centered justice continues to 

guide reform.

The government has put in 

place robust measures that 

will forestall effects on fuel 
and commodity supplies as a 

result of the war raging in the 

Middle East, President Wil-

liam Ruto has said.

The President explained that 

the government, in consulta-

tion with regional partners, is 

working with stakeholders to 

ensure that the country does 

not face fuel shortages.

He also warned that the gov-

ernment will not entertain ar-

tificial fuel shortages caused 
by profiteers.
“As a government, we are 

working to mitigate and re-

duce the effects of the chal-
lenge we have in the Middle 

East. So far, we have made 

very good progress,” he said.

The President pointed out 

that he was hopeful that, 

through dialogue and other 

interventions, the war in the 

Middle East will de-escalate.

If the war in the Middle East 

lasts long, it will continue to 

have negative effects on Ken-

ya’s economy, as well as re-

gional and global economies.

The President spoke yester-

day during a press briefing 
following talks with President 

Daniel Francisco Chapo of 

Mozambique at State House 
Nairobi. 

President Chapo is on an Of-

ficial Visit to Kenya and was 
the chief guest at the 4th Ken-

ya International Investment 

Conference on Wednesday.

Fuel prices in Kenya have 

stabilised since the coun-

try entered into a Gov-

ernment - to -Government 

(G-to-G) oil deal with oil mar-

keters in the Gulf in 2023.

Since then, prices of petro-

leum products and the ex-

change rate have been stable. 

The G-to-G arrangement is 

expected to continue shield-

ing Kenya from volatile fuel 

prices.
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Courts  Poverty, marginalisation, and injustice cannot be allowed to define the lives of our people - Mokaya

Judiciary chief hails judges, 

vows stronger support for 

justice

Ruto assures Kenyans 

of stable fuel supply 

amid Middle East 

conflict

BY MKT REPORTER
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Chief Registrar of the Judiciary Winfridah Mokaya

Presidents Daniel Chapo and William Ruto at State House, Nairo-

bi yesterday.
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Health officials, partners, commu-

nity members and key stakehold-

ers gathered yesterday at Chogoria 

Kairuni Matatu Stage in Maara Sub-

county to mark World Tuberculosis 

Day, with renewed calls for collec-

tive action to eliminate tuberculosis.

The event, held under the theme 

“Yes! We Can End TB,” emphasized 

the critical role of government lead-

ership and community participation 

in the fight against the disease.
Leading the commemoration was 

County Chief Officer for Medical 
Services, Rose Micheni, accom-

panied by the County Health Man-

agement Team, Subcounty health 

officials, administrators, and repre-

sentatives from the national govern-

ment.

In her address, Micheni underscored 

the importance of continued aware-

ness and early treatment. “World TB 

Day reminds us that tuberculosis re-

mains a major public health concern, 

but also that treatment works and re-

covery is possible,” she said.

She commended healthcare workers 

across the county for achieving a TB 

treatment success rate of 92 percent, 

describing the milestone as “a testa-

ment to dedication and coordinated 

effort.”
County TB Coordinator Francisca 

Mukami highlighted improved ac-

cess to services, noting that TB treat-

ment is now available in 165 health 

facilities, including private and 

faith-based institutions. “Screening, 

diagnosis and treatment services are 

more accessible than ever before,” 

she said. “We want every resident to 

know that help is within reach.”

On diagnostics, County Medical 

Laboratory Services Coordinator 

Daniel Murithi revealed that the 

county has significantly strengthened 
its testing capacity. “We currently 

have six WHO-approved molecular 

machines, including GeneXpert sys-

tems, 70 microscopy laboratories, 

and an integrated sample referral 

system,” he said. “Additionally, two 

portable digital AI-powered X-ray 

machines stationed at Muthambi 

and Gatunga Model Health Centres 

are improving our diagnostic reach.” 

He urged residents to take advantage 

of free screening services, adding, 

“Early testing saves lives.”

Health education sessions were also 

conducted during the event. Lead 

Community Health Promoter and 

TB Champion Pamela Mukami ed-

ucated attendees on TB prevention 

and the importance of completing 

treatment.

Meanwhile, Community Health 

Strategy Project Officer Duncan 
Barkebo addressed stigma and mis-

conceptions surrounding the disease. 

“We must break myths and support 

those affected. TB is preventable and 
curable,” he said.

According to county data, Tharaka 

Nithi remains among 16 high-bur-

den “deep focus” counties, with 

a case notification rate of 263 per 
100,000 people. In 2025, the county 

recorded 1,036 TB cases, reflecting a 
gradual decline attributed to ongoing 

interventions.

Throughout March, the County De-

partment of Health has conducted 

16 targeted TB screening outreaches 

across all subcounties, with addi-

tional outreach activities planned in 

Muthambi, Marimanti, Chiakariga 

and Magutuni. Free TB screening 

services were also offered at today’s 
event.

The commemoration culminated 

in the launch of key strategic doc-

uments, including the County TB 

Strategic Operational Framework 

and the County Operational Plan for 

the Integrated Specimen Referral 

System (ISRS).

Micheni said the ISRS will be a 

game-changer in reaching under-

served communities. “Through this 

system, specimens will be collected 

from remote villages using motor-

bikes and delivered to laboratories 

quickly,” she explained. “This will 
significantly improve early detection 

and management of tuberculosis in 

our county.”

The event closed with a unified call 
for sustained collaboration among 

government agencies, healthcare 

providers and communities to end 

TB once and for all.

Health Leading the commemoration was County Chief Officer for Medical Services, Rose Micheni, accompanied by the County Health Management Team

Tharaka Nithi marks World Tuberculosis 

day with renewed push to end TB

BY Alex Njeru

 @themtkenyatimes
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The event, held under 

the theme “Yes! We 

Can End TB,” empha-

sized the critical role 

of government lead-

ership and commu-

nity participation in 

the fight against the 

disease.

In her address, 

Micheni under-

scored the impor-

tance of continued 

awareness and early 

treatment. “World 

TB Day reminds us 

that tuberculosis 

remains a major 

public health con-

cern, but also that 

treatment works 

and recovery is 

possible,” she said.
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Mount Kenya’s slopes and the vast 

plains of Laikipia, Meru, and Isiolo 

are often celebrated for their beauty, 

wildlife, and cultural heritage. Yet 

today, they stand at the center of a 

crisis that has shaken the nation’s 

conscience. Interior Cabinet Sec-

retary Kipchumba Murkomen has 

declared swathes of these counties 

“security disturbed and dangerous,” 

paving the way for a major govern-

ment operation to dismantle criminal 

networks and restore order.

The announcement, made through 

a Special Gazette Notice effective 
March 26, underscores the gravity of 

the situation. “We shall intensify our 

efforts until banditry is completely 
eradicated in these areas and criminal 

networks dismantled,” Murkomen 

said in a statement posted on X. His 

words reflect both urgency and frus-

tration, as the government grapples 

with a problem that has persisted for 

decades: armed banditry, cattle rus-

tling, and violent land disputes that 

have left communities scarred.

The areas flagged include Mugo-

godo, Sieku, Makuriani, and Doldol 

in Laikipia North; Mlima Rasta and 

Mlima Lombolio in Tigania East; 

and parts of Isiolo North such as 

Sarova Game Reserve and Loruku 

Hills. These are not random selec-

tions. They are flashpoints where 
criminal gangs have exploited po-

rous borders, weak enforcement, 

and local grievances to entrench 

themselves. The Ngatho Dam area in 

Igembe North was also listed, high-

lighting how water resources have 

become contested zones in a region 

already strained by climate change.

This declaration follows earlier in-

terventions, including the deploy-

ment of 400 additional police officers 
and a mop up of illegal firearms. Yet 
the scale of the challenge remains 

daunting. According to security an-

alysts, Kenya’s northern corridor has 

long been vulnerable to cycles of 

violence driven by poverty, compe-

tition for pasture, and political ma-

nipulation. “What we are witnessing 

is not just crime, but a breakdown of 

trust between communities and the 

state,” said Dr. Wanjiru Kamau, a 

governance expert at the University 

of Nairobi.

Local leaders have voiced both sup-

port and concern. Laikipia Governor 

Joshua Irungu welcomed the move, 

saying, “Our people have suffered 
too long at the hands of armed crim-

inals. We need decisive action.” But 

community elders warn that mili-

tary style operations risk alienating 

residents if not paired with dialogue 

and development. “You cannot po-

lice hunger,” one elder from Isiolo 

remarked. “Without addressing pov-

erty and land disputes, the guns will 

always return.”

The crisis in Laikipia, Meru, and Isi-

olo is not isolated. It mirrors broad-

er struggles across Kenya’s arid 

and semi arid lands, where climate 

change has intensified competition 
for dwindling resources. Shrinking 

grazing lands, erratic rainfall, and 

population growth have fueled ten-

sions. Criminal groups exploit these 

vulnerabilities, often with sophis-

ticated weaponry smuggled across 

borders. The government’s mop up 

of illegal arms is a step forward, but 

experts argue that regional coopera-

tion is essential.

Human rights groups have also 

raised alarms. Amnesty International 

Kenya cautioned that security oper-

ations must respect civilian rights. 

“We acknowledge the need to restore 

order, but collective punishment or 

excessive force will only deepen re-

sentment,” said Executive Director 

Irũngũ Houghton. Past crackdowns 
in northern Kenya have sometimes 

been marred by allegations of abus-

es, leaving scars that linger long af-

ter the guns fall silent.

At the heart of this crisis lies a 

paradox. Mount Kenya and its sur-

rounding counties are among the 

nation’s most fertile and resource 

rich regions, yet they are plagued 

by insecurity that undermines their 

potential. Tourism, agriculture, and 

conservation efforts all suffer when 
violence flares. The Nyambene 
Game Reserve and Sarova Game 

Reserve, once magnets for visitors, 

now risk being remembered as bat-

tlegrounds rather than sanctuaries.

The government’s declaration is 

both a warning and a promise. It sig-

nals that the state will not tolerate 

lawlessness, but it also raises expec-

tations that this time, the response 

will be different. Kenyans have seen 

countless operations launched with 

fanfare, only to fizzle out when po-

litical will wanes. Murkomen’s chal-

lenge is to ensure that this campaign 

is sustained, strategic, and accom-

panied by long term investment in 

communities.

The stakes are high. If successful, 

the operation could restore confi-

dence in state authority and pave the 

way for development. If mishandled, 

it risks deepening mistrust and per-

petuating cycles of violence. As one 

security officer deployed to Laikipia 
put it, “We are not just fighting crim-

inals. We are fighting history, pover-

ty, and politics all at once.”

For ordinary residents, the hope is 

simple: safety. Parents want their 

children to walk to school without 

fear. Farmers want to tend their fields 
without armed raids. Traders want to 

move goods without ambushes on 

dusty roads. These basic aspirations 

should not be luxuries in a modern 

democracy.

The silent war in Kenya’s heartland 

is a reminder that security is not just 

about guns and patrols. It is about 

justice, opportunity, and trust. De-

claring areas “security disturbed” 

may buy time, but only a holistic ap-

proach will bring lasting peace. As 

Kenya confronts this crisis, the na-

tion must ask itself whether it is will-

ing to invest not just in operations, 

but in the people who call these trou-

bled lands home.

The mountain stands tall, the plains 

stretch wide, and the people wait. 

Kenya cannot afford another cycle 
of promises without delivery. The 

silent war must end—not with decla-

rations, but with real change. 

Banditry “We shall intensify our efforts until banditry is completely eradicated in these areas and criminal networks dismantled,” Murkomen said. 

Murkomen declares Laikipia, Meru, Isiolo 

security‑disturbed

BY MKT REPORTER

 @themtkenyatimes

Interior Cabinet Secretary Kipchumba Murkomen 

Banditry in Laikipia, Meru, and Isiolo counties



warned that the growing use 

of imprisonment in debt re-

covery cases without strict 

adherence to due process risks 

undermining constitutional 

protections and unfairly tar-

geting vulnerable individuals. 

He faulted the lower court for 

failing to comply with safe-

guards under Section 38 of the 

Civil Procedure Act, which 

requires a proper inquiry into 
a debtor’s financial status and 
guarantees procedural fair-

ness before committing some-

one to jail.

By declaring the detention 

unlawful, irregular, and un-

constitutional, the High Court 

set aside the orders that led to 

Ngeno’s imprisonment. The 

judgment sends a strong mes-

sage to courts and creditors 

alike: debt enforcement must 

respect human rights and the 

rule of law. Poverty, the court 

affirmed, cannot and should 
not be treated as a crime.

This ruling is expected to 

have far reaching implications 

for debt recovery practices in 

Kenya, reinforcing the prin-

ciple that justice must protect 

the vulnerable while ensuring 

fairness in financial disputes. 
It is a reminder that the courts 

are guardians not only of con-

tracts but of constitutional 

freedoms.
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The High Court in Eldoret 

has delivered a landmark rul-

ing that strikes at the heart of 

debt enforcement practices in 

Kenya, declaring that poverty 

must never be criminalised. 

Justice R. Nyakundi ordered 

the release of Barnaba Ngeno, 

who had been detained over 

a civil debt, ruling that his 

constitutional rights had been 

violated.

The case stemmed from El-

doret Small Claims Court 

Civil Case No. E612 of 2024, 

in which Ngeno had been 

committed to civil jail over 

a decree of KSh 788,961.81. 

However, the High Court 

found glaring procedural 

flaws in the manner the com-

mittal order was issued. Jus-

tice Nyakundi emphasised 

that “poverty is not a crime,” 

adding that imprisoning indi-

viduals solely because they 

cannot settle debts breaches 

fundamental rights, including 

liberty, dignity, and the right 

to a fair hearing.

The judge noted that the low-

er court had failed to establish 

whether Ngeno had the means 

to pay but willfully refused to 

do so. Equally troubling was 
the finding that Ngeno was 
not given a fair opportunity 

to be heard before the deten-

tion order was made. The rul-

ing underscored that civil jail 

should only be applied as a 

last resort, and only in limited 

circumstances where a debtor 

deliberately avoids payment 

despite having the financial 
capacity.

Justice Nyakundi further 

Court In a landmark judgment, R. Nyakundi ordered the release of Barnaba Ngeno, who had been detained over a civil debt

High Court declares 

“poverty is not a 

crime” in landmark 

civil jail ruling
BY MKT Correspondent

 @themtkenyatimes



Yet doubts linger. Analysts 

note that the RSF, accused 

of atrocities in Sudan’s on-

going civil conflict, remains 
under international scrutiny. 

Any suggestion of Kenyan 

complicity—even indirect-

ly—could damage Nairobi’s 

reputation as a regional me-

diator and undermine its dip-

lomatic standing. “Kenya has 

positioned itself as a neutral 

broker in Sudan’s crisis. Al-

legations of passports being 

issued to RSF leaders, if true, 

would compromise that role,” 

said Dr. Hassan Khartoum, a 

regional security expert.

Civil society groups have 

demanded transparency. The 

Kenya Human Rights Com-

mission urged the government 

to publish clear data on pass-

port issuance and strengthen 

oversight mechanisms. “This 

is not just about documents. 

It is about trust. Citizens 

must know that their national 

identity is safeguarded from 

abuse,” the commission said 

in a statement.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 

Interior is racing to reinforce 

its credibility through do-

mestic initiatives. An accel-

erated National ID issuance 

campaign is underway across 

all 47 counties, with the am-

bitious goal of registering 11 

million people by July next 

year. For the government, 

the ID is the foundation of 

democracy; for citizens, it is 

their identity. But the pass-

port saga casts a shadow over 

these efforts, raising questions 
about how airtight Kenya’s 

systems truly are.

The controversy also high-

lights a broader regional 

challenge. East Africa has 

long struggled with porous 

borders, weak documentation 

systems, and the infiltration of 
criminal networks. Passports 

and IDs are not just bureau-

cratic tools—they are shields 

against insecurity, terrorism, 

and transnational crime. Ken-

ya’s reputation as a hub of sta-

bility depends on the integrity 

of these documents.

The government’s denial 

may calm immediate fears, 

but the episode underscores 

the need for vigilance. In an 

era of global scrutiny, where 

documents can be weapon-

ized for illicit gain, Kenya 

cannot afford complacency. 
As one senior diplomat noted 

privately, “It is not enough to 

deny. Kenya must prove be-

yond doubt that its passport is 

beyond compromise.”

The silent storm has now 

broken into the open. Whether 

the allegations prove baseless 

or reveal deeper cracks, the 

lesson is clear: national iden-

tity documents are sacred, 

and their protection is non 

negotiable. Kenya’s passport 

is more than paper—it is the 

nation’s face to the world. To 

allow its integrity to be ques-

tioned is to risk the dignity of 

every citizen who carries it.

The government insists the 

gates are secure. The public 

demands proof. In the balance 

lies Kenya’s credibility, both 

at home and abroad. 
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For weeks, a quiet storm has 
brewed in Nairobi’s corridors 

of power. Allegations that 

Kenyan passports—docu-

ments that symbolize national 

pride and global mobility—

had been issued to Sudan’s 

Rapid Support Forces (RSF) 

leaders and other controver-

sial foreign nationals ignited 

a debate that has now spilled 

into the public domain. The 

Ministry of Interior, long ac-

cused of silence, has finally 
spoken, denying the claims 

and insisting that Kenya’s 

passport remains secure and 

untarnished.

The controversy began in 

February when reports sur-

faced suggesting that RSF 

paramilitary figures from Su-

dan, alongside a Zimbabwean 

tycoon with a criminal record, 

had somehow acquired Ken-

yan passports. The allegations 

struck at the heart of national 

identity, raising fears that the 

country’s most trusted travel 

document was being com-

promised. The Kenyan pass-

port, ranked among Africa’s 

strongest and 68th globally, 

is more than a booklet—it is 

a gateway to opportunity, a 

symbol of sovereignty, and 

a lifeline for millions of citi-

zens.

Initially, government offi-

cials maintained a wall of si-

lence, even when pressed by 

parliamentary committees. 

But on Thursday, Principal 

Secretary for Immigration Dr. 

Belio Kipsang addressed the 

issue directly. “We still have 

critical discussion, and my CS 

and CS for Foreign Affairs are 
engaged and seized of those 

issues, mainly on those issues 

of those passports, and I do 

not want to go into that,” he 

said, acknowledging that the 

matter had reached the high-

est levels of government.

Dr. Kipsang dismissed the 

leaked documents fueling the 

saga, insisting they lacked 

credibility. “If you clearly 

looked at that document, it 

never indicated that those 

guys were having passports, 

and as I said earlier, this is an 

issue of national interest,” he 

added. His remarks sought to 

reassure a public increasingly 

wary of corruption and loop-

holes in Kenya’s identifica-

tion systems.

The stakes are high. Any 

breach in passport issuance 

could trigger international re-

percussions, including down-

grades in global rankings and 

the loss of visa free privileg-

es for Kenyan citizens. “We 

have reason to protect our 

passport... it is the best in the 

East African region. We have 

very good reason to protect 

the integrity of our identifica-

tion documents... it is a car-

dinal duty,” Dr. Kipsang em-

phasized. He further insisted, 

“We have not issued any of 

our documents to individuals 

who do not meet the criteria 

of issuance. Anybody who 

may have been issued docs 

and people who we have is-

sued our docs are people who 

meet the requirements.”

Sudan’s Rapid Support Forces Dr. Kipsang dismissed the leaked documents fueling the saga, insisting they lacked credibility

Government denies 

issuing Kenyan 

passports to Sudan’s 

RSF leaders

BY MKT REPORTER

 @themtkenyatimes
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Initially, government of-

ficials maintained a wall 

of silence, even when 

pressed by parliamen-

tary committees. But 

on Thursday, Principal 

Secretary for Immigra-

tion Dr. Belio Kipsang 

addressed the issue 

directly. “We still have 

critical discussion, and 

my CS and CS for For-

eign Affairs are engaged 

and seized of those 

issues, mainly on those 

issues of those pass-

ports, and I do not want 

to go into that,” he said, 

acknowledging that the 

matter had reached the 

highest levels of govern-

ment.
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promotion of intra-African 

travel.

“By strengthening coopera-

tion between our tourism in-

stitutions and private sector 

stakeholders, we aim to in-

crease visitor flows, diversify 
our tourism markets, and offer 
richer and more compelling 

travel experiences across our 

regions,” he said.

On the blue economy and 

maritime cooperation, the 

President said the two nations 

will work towards exploring 

cooperation between the Port 

of Mombasa and Mozam-

bique ports to support the 
development of an integrated 

East-Southern logistical cor-

ridor.

“This will enhance region-

al connectivity, reduce trade 

costs and delays, and support 

industrialisation and export 

growth,” he said.

The President explained that 

Kenya and Mozambique are 
exploring ways of working 

together in harnessing natu-

ral gas and coal resources in 

the southern African country 

to diversify energy sources to 

meet Kenya’s energy growing 

needs.

He pointed out that this 

would go a long way in mit-

igating the effects of global 
shocks on the fuel supply 

chain in Kenya.

“To support this, we agreed 

to promote partnerships in 

energy development, includ-

ing opportunities in natural 

gas, while also strengthening 

collaboration in renewable 

energy to support a reliable, 

sustainable, and diversified 
energy mix,” he said.

Additionally, the President 

said the two nations are col-

laborating in counter-terror-

ism and the promotion of 

peace, security and stability. 

They also reaffirmed their 
commitment to working with 

regional and international 

partners to enhance efforts in 
combating terrorism.

He said other areas of coop-

eration, including aviation as 

a vital enabler of trade and the 

need to work towards the re-

turn of Kenya Airways to the 

Nairobi-Maputo route, and 

the promotion of tourism and 

people-to-people relations.

The two leaders affirmed 
their commitment to institu-

tional reforms of the African 

Union to enhance the efficien-

cy, effectiveness and respon-

siveness of the institution.

On youth empowerment, 

President Ruto said Kenya 

has targeted interventions 

to expand opportunities for 

young people.

On his part, President Cha-

po said the three MOUs will 

strengthen ties between the 

two nations, ensuring signifi-

cant gains for the people.

He said Kenya and Mozam-

bique have signed a total of 
20 MoUs over the years that 

have delivered tangible bene-

fits for the two countries.
President Chapo disclosed 

that driving licences of the 

two nations are mutually rec-

ognised to allow road travel 

for citizens.

The Mozambique President 
said his country will leverage 

the sports cooperation agree-

ment to have their athletes 

train in Kenya.

Kenya and Mozambique 
have signed three Memoranda 

of Understanding to strength-

en cooperation between the 

two nations.

They are on diplomatic 

training, research and ca-

pacity building, correctional 

services, youth development 

and sports collaboration, and 

agreements on cooperation.

President William Ruto and 

President Daniel Francisco 

Chapo witnessed the signing 

of the MoUs at State House 

Nairobi yesterday. 

President Chapo is in the 

country on an Official Visit 
at the invitation of President 

Ruto and was the chief guest 

at the 4th Kenya Internation-

al Investment Conference 

on Wednesday, where deals 

worth KSh376.5 billion in-

vestments in Kenya.

The President said bilateral 

talks with President Chapo 

focused on strengthening the 

strategic partnership between 

the two nations.

On trade and economic co-

operation, President Ruto 

welcomed the progress made, 

saying the two nations will 

work on unlocking opportuni-

ties for expansion and diver-

sification.
“We have identified key ar-

eas of growth, including phar-

maceuticals, tea, edible oil, 

cosmetics, industrial prod-

ucts, agro-processing, energy, 

agriculture, horticulture and 

business,” he said.

The two leaders agreed to en-

hance business linkages such 

as the Kenya-Mozambique 
Forum as well as address bar-

riers to trade, including tariff 
and non-tariff barriers.

Kenya-Mozambique  President William Ruto and President Daniel Francisco Chapo witnessed the signing of the MoUs at State House Nairobi yesterday

Kenya, Mozambique 

deepen ties with new 

cooperation 

agreements Signed
BY PCS
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Presidents Daniel Chapo and William Ruto overseeing the signing of the MoUs.

President Ruto also said the 

two countries will enhance 

tourism as a key driver of 

economic growth, job cre-

ation and cultural exchange.

He said this will include col-

laboration in joint destination 

marketing, the development 

of integrated coastal and sa-

fari tourism circuits, and the 
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Every action or word has a specifi c 
reason in this life we live as humans. 

Often, we are surprised when some-

thing happens in life, and we ask, 

Why is this happening? Is it God’s 

will? Or is it because we’re unlucky? 

For example, many challenges come 

unexpectedly, causing distress and 

regret. As time goes by, some issues 

persist, and our situation worsens if 

we don’t fi nd solutions initially.
As humans, when faced with hard-

ships, we pray to God to alleviate 

them and make our lives easier. We 

wait for His response, and what we 

need to do is be patient. Besides, dif-

fi culties can be resolved through ad-
vice from friends who care about us 

not those who mock us. This helps 

fi x our broken psychology.

Some issues require economic sup-
port, depending on the context; like 

the high cost of living that over-

whelms someone. These challenges 

have diff erent solutions, but not ev-
eryone knows how to tackle them. 

May Allah make things easier for us.

In life, every beginning is tough, 

but things improve later. The start is 

often scary, and we might fear due 

to what’s happening. Like exams, 

we fail if we’re unprepared, but we 

learn from mistakes and succeed lat-

er. Life’s trials aren’t scheduled; they 

come unexpectedly. We often lose 

confi dence and let challenges defeat 
us. Why not stand up and push for-

ward instead? A cow breaks its leg 

in the fi eld but drags itself for help. 
However, it’s not realistic for ev-

erything to go smoothly all the time. 

Even a good road has potholes and 

bumps. As the saying goes, even 

something beautiful has its fl aws. 

That’s the courage we need to guide 

us and take us where we want to go. 

A journey is more meaningful with 

its ups and downs. 

Do you know how many people 

have given up and failed to achieve 

their goals? Why not persevere until 

the goal is achieved? The secret is to 

pursue what you’re aiming for with-

out anxiety, trusting in God. Every-

thing that will happen in the future 

is by His will. There’s no miracle 

that happens without God’s will. All 

good things come from God.

In conclusion, I’d like to congratu-

late those who learn from their situ-

ations, no matter how small. They’re 

the ones who take precautions and 

become more careful in life. These 

challenges only happen here on 

earth. Let’s try to set our goals to-

day and see what challenges come. 

When they do, we’ll be ready with 

whatever to tackle them in spirit and 

in resources. Come what may. I be-

lieve we’ll always learn and not lose.

Trials As humans, when faced with hardships, we pray to God to alleviate them and make our lives easier

Trials in life are meant to teach us, not to 

punish us
BY Alfred Lobawoi 

 @themtkenyatimes
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Like rivers running deep and wide,
My emotions shift, they never hide,
They rise in waves, they fall so low,

A silent, endless ebb and flow.

At times they dance in golden light,
A heart so full, the world feels right,

Laughter spills like summer rain,

Washing away each trace of pain.

Then shadows softly start to creep,
And pull my thoughts to places deep,

A quiet ache, a hidden tear,
A voice inside I barely hear.

Yet still they move, they never stay,
Each feeling finds its gentle way,
Through every high and every low,
They shape the person I will grow.

So let them flow, both wild and free,
Each emotion part of me,

For in their rhythm, I have found—
A fragile strength, forever bound.

©️ Dr Daksha Udhani 
Ahmedabad

Copying on seeing others, reflect theirs.
It can’t be like yours.

Be yourself as a unique person that reflects the 
wavelength of your life.

Each and every minute God creates 
Different kinds of lives in the world.

No life is the same as other
It has some unique qualities.

Staying like us, as the quiet natural 
But acting like others is very challenging.

If we try to act like others,
Definitely it’s not an easy job.

We travel as it is in our own phase
Wolf in sheep’s clothing.

Rajesh Kanna B N 

RAJESH KANNA.B N
M.Sc.,M.A.,M.A., B.Ed., PGD G&C, CELT.,

BT Asst
GMHSCHOOL,

TIRUR.
TIRUVALLUR DISTRICT.

Tamil Nadu. India
Creative Writers.

If I had known I loved you, I would never have loved.
This thing called a heart sank into an ocean of 

love.
What kind of feeling was it—I did not know, I 

wandered lost.
Why did it destroy me, then leave me in 

separation?
If I had known I loved you, I would never have loved.

Those moments never pass, not even a little.
You lived in my thoughts like a distant memory.
Listen to my words, written line by line for you.

If I had known I loved you, I would never have loved.

Why did you turn my soul into longing, my dear?
You ruined my heart, my dear.

You shattered my soul, my dear.
If I had known I loved you, I would never have loved.

You were the jewel of my heart back then.
I was like Majnun, in every moment.

I loved you more than my own life, even in hardship.
If I had known I loved you, I would never have loved.

You ran away from love, leaving me behind.
You humiliated a lover like me.

And I, for myself, die a little every day.
If I had known I loved you, I would never have loved.

If I had known I loved you, I would not have loved.
I would not have reached this pain that burns the 

heart.
My eyes believed in lies—what regret.

Had I known, I would not have given you my heart.

Jahongir Murodov
Uzbekistan

When belief is misplaced,
results disappear.

The wrong faith can silence
the loudest hard work.

Where trust is broken,b
effort is forgotten.

Believe carefully
effort is too precious to waste.

Place trust poorly,
and watch effort crumble.

Trust misplaced,
and effort erased.

My silent toil met the wrong soul.
I built with hope on borrowed sand.
I watered dreams that never grew.

My tabor sang,
their loyalty slept.

I gave my best to the untrue.

Ranjani Veera 
Graduate teacher  ( English)

Creative writer 
Pondicherry district 

India

Stacks of books arranged in quiet lines,
Hold deep knowledge where success shines.

Books of every subject, big or small,
Old or young , they teach us all.

Read each day, fiction or non-fiction,
Grow your mind with steady conviction.

Success will smile at you,
Happiness will find you too.

Books can take you far along,
To lands of monsters and dragons strong,

Or fill your brain with thoughts so pure,
Making your mind calm and sure.

They lead you to worlds unimagined before,
Of fairies and wizards, legends and lore.

Everything at once, a magical blast,
An endless experience that forever will last.

K.A.SANTHOSHI
8th std

Government model girls higher secondary school, 
komarapalayam ,

Namakkal district, Tamilnadu,638183.
To be one in heart is better by far, 

Than sweet words spoken that leave a scar.
 Tongues may promise, soft and bright,

 But hearts reveal the truest light.

A heart that cares will always stay,
 Not change its colors day by day. 
Words may shine like morning sun, 
But fade away when day is done.

When hearts unite, they stand so strong,
 In silent trust, they can’t go wrong.

 Better a bond both pure and true, 
Than empty words that sound like glue

S.P. Ambuja

Flowing within Remind yourself that you can’t fail 
at being yourself

If I had known I loved you, I would 
never have loved

Believing in the wrong person will 
make your efforts futile

The magic of a library To be one in Heart is better than to 
be one in tongue
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Kenya is set for a major 

boost in healthcare delivery 

following a landmark partner-

ship between Balmer Health-

care Limited and India-based 

Apollo Hospitals Enterprise 

Ltd to establish a KSh26 mil-

lion state-of-the-art tertiary 

hospital in Eldoret.

The project is expected to 

transform access to advanced 

medical services for millions 

of patients across Kenya and 

the wider East African region.

The agreement follows the 

signing of a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU), mark-

ing a significant step toward 
strengthening specialized 

healthcare locally.

Once complete, the facili-

ty will offer comprehensive 
treatment across more than 20 

medical specialties, serving 

over 50 million people.

It is also expected to signifi-

cantly reduce the number of 

Kenyans seeking treatment 

abroad—particularly in In-

dia—by bringing world-class 

care closer to home.

Balmer Healthcare Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer Koima Lan-

gat described the project as 

a transformative investment 

in Kenya’s health sector, not-

ing that it will enable patients 

to access the same quality of 
care locally as they would 

overseas.

Under the partnership, Balm-

er Healthcare will oversee 

construction of the hospital, 

while Apollo Hospitals will 

manage operations and de-

ploy experienced medical 

specialists to run the facility.

The initiative is backed by fi-

nancing from an Indian bank, 

signaling growing interna-

tional confidence in Kenya’s 
healthcare sector and broader 

investment landscape.

The project was highlighted 

during the Kenya Interna-

tional Investment Conference 

held in Nairobi and hosted by 

President William Ruto.

The forum brought together 

government officials, inves-

tors, and development part-

ners to explore opportuni-

ties in key sectors including 

healthcare, trade, and technol-

ogy.

Speaking at the event, Pres-

ident Ruto underscored Ken-

ya’s attractiveness as an in-

vestment destination, citing 

its strategic location, skilled 

workforce, and commitment 

to economic transformation.

Apollo Hospitals, one of 

Asia’s largest integrated 

healthcare providers, operates 

more than 75 hospitals in In-

dia and has treated over 150 

million patients from more 

than 140 countries.

The group is globally recog-

nized for its expertise in ad-

vanced medical procedures, 

telemedicine, and healthcare 

capacity building.

Apollo’s President for Group 

Oncology and International, 

Dinesh Madhavan, said the 

partnership aligns with the 

company’s mission to expand 

access to high-quality health-

care globally.

“With our entry into Kenya, 

we aim to bring our expertise 

and personalized care closer 

to patients here,” he said.

The Eldoret project will be 

implemented in four phases, 

including technical planning, 

project management, com-

missioning, and operational 

rollout under Apollo’s brand.

Industry observers say the 

new facility could position 

Kenya as a regional health-

care hub, ease pressure on 

existing hospitals, and reduce 

the financial burden associ-
ated with overseas medical 

travel.

Once operational, the hospi-

tal is expected to play a key 

role in enhancing specialized 

care, building local medical 

capacity, and supporting the 

long-term growth of Kenya’s 

healthcare ecosystem.

Health he project is expected to transform access to advanced medical services for millions of patients across Kenya and the wider East African region.

Kenya’s healthcare gets major 

boost as Apollo hospitals enters 

Eldoret with KSh26bn facility
Balmer Healthcare Chief Executive Officer Koima Langat de-

scribed the project as a transformative investment in Kenya’s 

health sector, noting that it will enable patients to access the 

same quality of care locally as they would overseas.

BY MKT correspondent

 @themtkenyatimes

26M
state-of-the-
art tertiary 
hospital in 
Eldoret.
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strong as the number of peo-

ple who engage with it,” said 

IEBC Chairperson Wafula 

Chebukati.

Youth leaders in Mathira de-

scribe “Niko Kadi” as more 

than a registration drive—it is 

a declaration of agency. “We 

are tired of being spectators. 

This time, we will be play-

ers,” said 24 year old activist 

Jane Wanjiku. Her words echo 

a generational shift that could 

redefine Kenya’s politics.
Still, challenges remain. 

Mobilizing millions requires 
resources, coordination, and 

sustained momentum. The 

opposition must contend with 

entrenched political machin-

ery, voter apathy, and the risk 

of disinformation campaigns. 

Moreover, the youth vote is 

not monolithic. While many 

may be disillusioned, others 

remain loyal to ruling party 

structures or skeptical of op-

position promises.

The stakes are high. For Ga-

chagua, success would mean 

not only denting Ruto’s re 

election prospects but also 

cementing his own relevance 

in national politics. For the 

youth, it could mean final-
ly translating demographic 

strength into political power. 

For Kenya, it could mean a 

more inclusive democracy 

that reflects the aspirations of 
its largest constituency.

As the 2027 election looms, 

the battle lines are being 

drawn not just between par-

ties but between generations. 

The “Niko Kadi” initiative 

has injected fresh energy 

into the political discourse, 

reminding the nation that de-

mocracy is not inherited—it 

is exercised. Whether this 

momentum will endure until 

August 10 remains to be seen, 

but one thing is clear: Kenya’s 

youth are no longer content to 

sit on the sidelines.

In Nyeri, as Gachagua’s 

voice rose above the crowd, 

the message was unmistak-

able. The fate of the nation, 

he argued, rests in the hands 

of the young. “It is they who 

have the power,” he said. 

“And I know they will not let 

this country down.”

The coming months will test 

whether this promise trans-

lates into action. For now, the 

“Niko Kadi” movement has 

given Kenya’s youth a rally-

ing cry—and the political es-

tablishment a reason to take 

them seriously. The ballot, not 

the street, may yet become 

the stage where Kenya’s next 

chapter is written.

In Nyeri, Rigathi Gacha-

gua stood before a crowd of 

young Kenyans with a mes-

sage that cut through the po-

litical noise: register, vote, 

and take charge of the coun-

try’s destiny. The former Dep-

uty President, now leader of 

the Democracy for Citizens 

Party (DCP), has embraced 

the youth led “Niko Kadi” 

initiative, urging millions of 

young people to wield their 

voter cards as instruments of 

change in the 2027 General 

Election.

The symbolism was delib-

erate. At Sagana Primary 

School, Gachagua verified 
his voter registration status 

alongside his family before 

turning to the crowd with a 

challenge. “We need to reg-

ister 6 million young people 

to join the rest of us so that 

next year on the 10th of Au-

gust, we can wake up early 

and make good decisions for 

the benefit of this country,” he 
declared. His words were met 

with cheers, underscoring the 

resonance of his appeal.

The “Niko Kadi” name, a 

colloquial affirmation mean-

ing “I have my voter’s card,” 

captures the urgency of mobi-

lizing young voters who have 

often been dismissed as dis-

engaged. For Gachagua, this 

bloc represents incorruptible 

integrity. “I know the young 

people will do this country 

proud. They are incorrupt-

ible, they cannot be bribed 

with beans and rice, they can-

not be bribed with handouts. 

They will make the right deci-

sions,” he insisted.

His remarks were not just 

about civic duty—they were 

a direct challenge to President 

William Ruto’s re election 

bid. Gachagua has positioned 

himself as the face of oppo-

sition resistance in Central 

Kenya, a region that has his-

torically been a stronghold 

for ruling parties. Addressing 

traders at Karatina Market, 

he sharpened his rhetoric 

against Ruto’s allies. “Wasal-

iti wote, UDA, Wheelbar-

row, Wamumbi, Wamatinga, 

Mukami… waende wasiend-

eee?” he posed, prompting the 

crowd to chant “fagia,” a call 

to sweep them out.

Analysts note that Gach-

agua’s strategy hinges on 

transforming youthful frus-

tration into electoral muscle. 

Kenya’s youth, who make up 

more than 70 percent of the 

population, have long been 

marginalized in governance 

despite their demographic 

dominance. Unemployment, 

rising living costs, and disillu-

sionment with political elites 

have fueled resentment. By 

aligning with “Niko Kadi,” 

Gachagua is tapping into this 

discontent, offering a narra-

tive of empowerment through 

the ballot.

Political scientist Prof. Peter 

Kagwanja observes, “What 

Gachagua is doing is refram-

ing the youth vote as the deci-

sive factor in 2027. If he suc-

ceeds in mobilizing millions 

who have never voted before, 

it could fundamentally alter 

the electoral landscape.”

The government, however, 

has dismissed the opposition’s 

rhetoric as opportunistic. 

President Ruto’s allies argue 

that the administration has 

invested heavily in youth pro-

grams, from the Hustler Fund 

to digital job creation initia-

tives. “The youth know who 

has their interests at heart. 

They know who is delivering 

opportunities, not empty slo-

gans,” said UDA Secretary 

General Cleophas Malala.

Yet the opposition insists that 

promises have not translated 

into tangible change. Rising 

inflation, high fuel prices, and 
limited job opportunities re-

main pressing concerns. For 

many young Kenyans, the 

ballot may feel like the only 

tool left to demand account-

ability.

The “Niko Kadi” campaign 

has also drawn attention to 

the broader issue of voter 

registration. The Indepen-

dent Electoral and Boundar-

ies Commission (IEBC) has 

struggled to meet targets in 

past drives, citing apathy and 

logistical challenges. Gacha-

gua’s push to register six mil-

lion new voters is ambitious, 

but it underscores the impor-

tance of expanding participa-

tion. “Democracy is only as 

Politics The “Niko Kadi” name, a colloquial affirmation meaning “I have my voter’s card,” captures the urgency of mobilizing young voters who have often been dismissed as disengaged

Gachagua joins ‘Niko Kadi’ wave, 

vows youth will end Ruto’s rule

BY MKT REPORTER

 @themtkenyatimes

DCP leader Rigathi Gachagua engages youth under the ‘Niko DCP leader Rigathi Gachagua engages youth under the ‘Niko 

Kadi’ initiative in Nyeri Kadi’ initiative in Nyeri |  |  Photo:  DCP

Youth leaders in Mathi-

ra describe “Niko Kadi” 

as more than a regis-

tration drive—it is a 

declaration of agency
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The 21st Century is witnessing un-

precedented transformation in the 

nature and form of global power 

and security. For generations, the 

strength of nations was primarily 

measured through physical military 

capability with large armies, ad-

vanced weaponry, naval fleets and 
air power. Today, however, that tra-

ditional paradigm is steadily giving 

way to a new strategic reality. In an 

increasingly interconnected digi-

tal world, cyberspace superiority is 

emerging as a defining measure of 
national influence and global com-

petitiveness.

Modern society currently rely heav-

ily on digital infrastructure than ever 

before to manage almost every as-

pect of daily life and governance. Fi-

nancial transactions, transportation 

systems, communication networks, 

healthcare services, public adminis-

tration, security, energy supply and 

even electoral processes operate 

through interconnected digital plat-

forms. This growing dependence has 

transformed cyberspace into critical 

domain where security, economic 

stability, political legitimacy and in-

ternational relations converge or di-

verge. Consequently, the ability of a 
nation to secure, manage, and domi-

nate cyberspace is rapidly becoming 

more important than traditional mil-

itary superiority. Cyber capabilities 

cut across all facets of national life, 

shaping social interconnection, eco-

nomic productivity, political gover-

nance, national security and diplo-

matic engagements.

Unlike traditional warfare that de-

pends on physical confrontation, cy-

ber conflict unfolds silently through 
digital networks with a single line of 

malicious code capable of disrupting 

national critical infrastructure, ma-

nipulate financial systems, compro-

mise sensitive information or totally 

paralyze essential services. In this 

new environment, the distractive 

potential of digital attack can exceed 

that of conventional military opera-

tion at a single touch of a button.

Globally, the cyber environment has 

grown increasingly complex, involv-

ing multiple actors operating with 

different motivations. Nation-states 
have developed sophisticated cyber 

capabilities as instruments of man-

aging its citizens and geopolitical 

influence. Through cyber-espionage, 

governments can infiltrate sensitive 
databases, steal classified informa-

tion, and monitor strategic devel-

opments within rival nations. Cyber 

tools allow states to disrupt adver-

saries’ infrastructure while avoiding 

the political consequences associat-
ed with the open military conflict. 
Alongside state actors, highly or-

ganized cybercrime networks have 

emerged as powerful transnation-

al enterprises. These groups con-

duct ransomware attacks, financial 
frauds, identity thefts and large-scale 

data breaches affecting governments, 
corporations, and individuals across 

the world. Ideologically motivated 

groups and hacktivist networks have 

also embraced cyber tools as instru-

ments of activism and protests, to 

influence public discourse and chal-
lenge institutional authority.

Adding further complexity is the 

significant rise of lone wolf cyber 
actors, individuals operating in-

dependently with access to freely 

available hacking tools and online 

knowledge. Such individuals can 

launch disruptive cyberattacks from 

virtually any location in the world, 

highlighting the accessibility and 

democratization of digital power. Of 

particular significance is the trans-

formation in modern security dy-

namics shift from projectile – based 

warfare to code-based disruption. 

The strategic implication is clear, 

modern conflicts may no longer re-

quire physical deployment of weap-

ons when devastating disruptions 

can be triggered remotely through 

digitally enabled systems.

Beyond infrastructure disruptions, 

cyberspace has also become a pow-

erful tool for political influence. 
Electoral processes that rely on 

digital technologies are increasing-

ly becoming vulnerable to cyber 

manipulation. Through coordinated 

misinformation campaigns, hack-

ing attempts or digital interference, 

malicious actors can influence voter 
perceptions, distort political narra-

tives and undermine the integrity and 

outcomes of democratic processes.

The most concerning is the difficul-
ty of identifying the perpetrators of 

cyberattacks. Cyber operations fre-

quently pass through multiple digital 
networks and jurisdictions, deliber-

ately masking their origin. The chal-

lenges of attribution makes it diffi-

cult for governments to determine 

responsibility and enforce account-

ability or respond proportionately to 

cyber aggression. 

In this rapidly evolving cyber en-

vironment, nations with advanced 

cyber capabilities posses a strategic 

advantage that extends beyond de-

fense. Powerful cyber nations are 

able to collect real-time intelligence, 

monitor global digital activity, and 

analyze vast amount of information 

about both friendly and adversarial 

states. Through sophisticated sur-

veillance and intelligence systems, 

these countries can track economic 

trends, observe military activities 

and coordination, monitor commu-

nication flows and detect emerging 
security and socio-economic threats. 

The real time capacity of digital in-

telligence provides powerful tool for 

shaping international outcomes, by 

understanding the internal dynamics 

of other nations, and influence dip-

lomatic negotiations, economic de-

cisions and any strategic behaviour 

to their advantage. In effect, cyber 
superiority enables countries or na-

tions not only to defend themselves, 

but to shape the geopolitical envi-

ronment in which they operate to 

their advantage.

Digital revolution continues to in-

troduce powerful emerging tech-

nologies that will further shape the 

future of cybersecurity and global 

development. Artificial intelligence 
is increasingly used to detect cyber 

threats and automate defensive re-

sponses, yet it also enables attack-

ers to develop more sophisticated 

malware and digital deception tech-

niques. Blockchain technologies of-
fer new possibilities for secure dig-

ital transactions and tamper-proof 

record systems, including potential 

applications in electoral process. 

Quantum computing promises un-

precedented computing power that 

could transform encryption system 

and global data security.

For developing nations like Kenya, 

the timely adoption and governance 

of these technologies with strategic 

focus in mind, will determine their 

position in the global digital order. 

Countries that invest in digital in-

frastructure, cybersecurity expertise, 

and technological innovation will 

emerge a competitive player in the 

digital economy. Those that fail or 

delay risk remaining on the periph-

ery of development, technically de-

pendent and vulnerable to external 

cyber enslavement. 

There are signs that Kenya has rec-

ognized the growing importance of 

cybersecurity within its national 

agenda and has developed techni-

cal and regulatory frameworks that 

point towards this direction. These 

include Computer Misuse and Cy-

bercrime Act, the Data Protection 

Act, The Kenya Computer Incidence 

Response Team Coordination Center 

and bills under development like the 

Artificial Intelligence bill to enhance 
national cyber resilience.

As Kenya expands it’s digital econ-

omy, particularly in areas such as 

mobile financial services, e-gov-

ernment systems, and digital entre-

preneurship, the need for stronger 

cyber capabilities will continue to 

grow and so must our national in-

vestment in these areas. The realities 

in the current world is that power is 

increasingly defined not only by eco-

nomic strength or military capacity, 

but by the ability to command and 

protect cyberspace.  Cyber superior-

ity now than ever before shapes the 

global influence, economic stability, 
political governance, and interna-

tional relations.

In this evolving strategic environ-

ment, the nation that secures the 

digital infrastructure, harnesses the 

emerging technologies, and devel-

ops strong cyber capabilities will 

shape the future of the global order. 

Those that fail to recognize the sig-

nificance of this transformation risk 
being left behind in a world where 

power is no longer determined solely 

by strength of weapons, but by the 

mastery of digital domain. 

Mr. Fredrick Kipchumba Chelimo 

PWD is the Chairperson, Jiami-

ni Disability network Community 

Based organization

Email: jiamini.network@gmail.com 

Tech The 21st Century is witnessing unprecedented transformation in the nature and form of global power and security

Mastery of digital domain: The 

emerging global cyber superiority
BY MKT REPORTER

 @themtkenyatimes

Unlike traditional war-

fare that depends on 

physical confrontation, 

cyber conflict unfolds 

silently through digital 

networks with a single 

line of malicious code 

capable of disrupting 

national critical infra-

structure, manipulate 

financial systems, com-

promise sensitive infor-

mation or totally para-

lyze essential services.
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From small businesses 

to surprisingly large 

brands, many have 

embraced AI for their 

marketing visuals. 

And honestly, it makes 

sense. AI is cheap, often 

requiring nothing more 

than data. It is fast, 

convenient, and capable 

of producing designs 

that look “professional” 

within minutes. 

AI The problem is not artificial intelligence itself. AI is a powerful tool and, when used correctly, can significantly improve efficiency and output. 

have to be honest about the 

other side. Many business 

owners have had frustrating 

experiences with designers. 

Delays, unreliability, high 

costs that don’t always match 

the value delivered. So when 

AI comes in offering speed, 
affordability, and indepen-

dence, it is no surprise that 

people are choosing it. For 

someone who just needs a 

banner quickly and doesn’t 
want the stress of follow-ups 

or uncertainty, AI feels like 

the more reliable option.

This shift is not new. Tech-

nology has always changed 

how work is done. There was 

a time when the slide rule was 

essential, then calculators 

took over. We moved from 

VHS to digital, from manual 
processes to automated sys-

tems. Change is constant, and 

AI is simply the next phase in 

that evolution. There is no go-

ing back.

However, this does not mean 

the end of graphic design. It 

means the evolution of it. The 

designers who will thrive are 

those who understand how to 

incorporate AI into their work, 

not those who resist it. AI can 

help achieve results faster, but 

it still needs skill, judgment, 

and experience to refine and 
elevate those results. To an 

experienced designer, AI is 

a tool. To an inexperienced 

user, it is a shortcut.

Uganda has incredibly skilled 

graphic designers who under-

stand both the local market 

and global standards. These 

are people who can translate 

a business idea into a strong 

visual identity that builds 

trust and credibility. When 

businesses rely entirely on AI, 

they are not just saving mon-

ey, they are also overlooking 

the value that human creativ-

ity and strategy bring. And 

in many cases, what seems 

cheap in the short term can 

become expensive when it 

weakens a brand’s image.

At the end of the day, the 

real challenge is the consum-

er. As long as people accept 

low-effort, AI-generated vi-
suals, businesses will contin-

ue to produce them. But as 

brands grow and competition 

increases, quality will start to 
matter more. Those who in-

vest in thoughtful, well-craft-

ed design will stand out, and 

others will be forced to adjust.

AI is here, and it is not going 

anywhere. The question is not 
whether to use it, but how to 

use it wisely. Because no mat-

ter how advanced the tools be-

come, one thing remains true: 

you should not let a two-min-

ute prompt ruin a business 

you spent years building.

The writer is a communica-

tions officer, author, publish-

er and TEDx Speaker. Email; 

dtusiimukye@gmail.com 

Scroll through your feed to-

day and you’ll notice a clear 

trend: AI-generated flyers are 
everywhere. From small busi-

nesses to surprisingly large 

brands, many have embraced 

AI for their marketing visuals. 

And honestly, it makes sense. 

AI is cheap, often requiring 
nothing more than data. It is 

fast, convenient, and capable 

of producing designs that look 

“professional” within min-

utes. For any business owner 

trying to move quickly and 
cut costs, that offer is hard to 

ignore.

But let’s be honest. Most 

of these flyers look… off. 
You’ve seen them. The wrong 

fonts, clashing colours, awk-

ward layouts, and sometimes 

obvious errors like distorted 

elements or even a hand with 

six fingers. These are things 
a trained graphic designer 

would never let slide. And 

that is where the concern be-

gins.

The problem is not artificial 
intelligence itself. AI is a 

powerful tool and, when used 

correctly, can significantly 
improve efficiency and out-
put. The real issue is when it 

is used as a full replacement 

without understanding design 

principles. AI gives you out-

put, but a designer gives you 

thinking. A designer consid-

ers your brand, your audience, 

your message, and how ev-

erything comes together visu-

ally and strategically. AI gives 

you pixels, but a designer 

gives you direction. Without 

that direction, many brands 

are starting to look generic, 

forgettable, and disconnected.

At the same time, we also 

AI flyers are everywhere, but are 

they good for your brand?

BY Daniel Tusiimukye 

 @themtkenyatimes
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As the U.S.-Israel-Iran conflict per-
sists amid contradicting messages 

over potential Washington-Tehran 

talks, the United States has re-

portedly sent Iran a 15-point plan, 

through Pakistani intermediaries, for 

a month-long ceasefire deal.
Israel’s Channel 12 cited informed 

sources Tuesday reporting that U.S. 

President Donald Trump’s advisors 

Jared Kushner and Steve Witkoff are 
advancing a proposal to immediately 

pause hostilities, with a 30-day win-

dow to finalize a 15-point agreement 
aimed at ending the ongoing conflict.

The 15-point plan

The U.S. proposal reportedly de-

mands that Iran dismantle its nuclear 

capabilities, cease all uranium en-

richment, and provide a permanent 

commitment to never seeking nu-

clear weapons. Tehran would also 

need to end the funding and arming 

of allied groups in the region and 

ensure the Strait of Hormuz remains 

an open international waterway. Ad-

ditionally, Iran must limit its missile 

production and restrict future use 

strictly to self-defense. In exchange, 

Washington offers full sanctions 
relief, assistance in developing a 

civilian nuclear energy project at 

southern Iran’s Bushehr, home to 

the Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant, 

and the removal of the “snapback” 

mechanism threat that enables the 

reimposition of previously lifted UN 

sanctions on Iran.

The United States

On the reported plan, White House 

Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt said 

that elements of the reports were 

not fully accurate, but she did not 

provide further details. “The White 

House never confirmed that full 
plan. There are elements of truth to 

it, but some of the stories I read were 

not entirely factual,” Leavitt said.

Iran

Iran has reviewed the U.S. 15-point 

plan, and sees it as “excessive,” sev-

eral media outlets reported Wednes-

day, citing Iran’s state-run Press TV. 
Iran will continue its military oper-

ations until its own conditions are 

met, and will end the war “at a time 

of its own choosing,” according to 

the reports.Earlier, Iran has repeat-

edly denied any negotiations with 

the United States.

Ebrahim Zolfaghari, spokesman of 

Iran’s main military command Khat-

am al-Anbiya Central Headquarters, 
rejected any talks with the United 

States, stressing that the country 

will not come to terms with Wash-

ington. He urged the United States 

to stop disguising its defeat as “an 

agreement,” adding, “the strategic 

power the enemies would brag about 

has turned into a strategic defeat.” 

Whether the situation can return to 

what it was in the past will depend 

on Iran’s will, he said, adding that 

normalcy will only be restored when 

the United States completely eras-

es the thought of “taking actions 

against the Iranian nation” from its 

mind.

Israel

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu, an opponent of any deal 

with Iran, has not officially com-

mented on the plan, but said Israel’s 

military campaign against Iran “is 

still in full swing, contrary to what 

is being reported in the media.” The 

Israeli military said Wednesday it 

struck and significantly damaged a 
research and development facility 

for submarines and underwater sys-

tems in Iran’s Isfahan on Tuesday 

and launched two waves of large-

scale airstrikes on government sites 

in Tehran.

Germany

German Foreign Minister Johann 

Wadephul on Wednesday welcomed 

the diplomatic effort and said he 
hoped the talks would be given a 

chance to succeed, according to Re-

uters. “It is commendable that the 

U.S. President has postponed his ul-

timatum to the Iranian regime for a 

few days and is now seeking negoti-

ations,” Wadephul said in Berlin. He 

urged Iran to act wisely and respond 

to the U.S. initiative. “So, if there is 

a window of opportunity for diplo-

macy, we should definitely give talks 
a chance.”

The United Nations

UN Secretary-General Antonio Gu-

terres on Wednesday urged the Unit-

ed States and Israel to end the war 

against Iran and called on Iran to 

stop attacking its neighbors. Speak-

ing to reporters on the situation in 

the Middle East, Guterres said his 

message to the United States and Is-

rael is that “it is high time to end the 

war -- as human suffering deepens, 
civilian casualties mount, and the 

global economic impact is increas-

ingly devastating.” “My message to 

Iran is to stop attacking their neigh-

bors that are not parties to the con-

flict,” the UN chief said.
The latest development comes 

amid escalating regional tensions 

sparked by joint U.S.-Israeli strikes 

on Iran starting on Feb. 28, which 

killed Iran’s then Supreme Leader 

Ali Khamenei, along with senior 

military commanders and civilians. 

Iran responded by launching waves 

of missile and drone strikes targeting 

Israel and U.S. bases and assets in 

the Middle East. 

Iran-Israel/US war U.S. President Donald Trump’s advisors Jared Kushner and Steve Witkoff are pushing a proposal to immediately halt hostilities.

What to know about U.S. 15‑point 

ceasefire plan with Iran?

BY Xinhua News Agency

 @themtkenyatimes

Iran has reviewed 

the U.S. 15-point 

plan, and sees it as 

“excessive,” 

Iran has reviewed 

the U.S. 15-point 

plan, and sees it as 

“excessive,” several 

media outlets report-

ed Wednesday, citing 

Iran’s state-run Press 

TV. Iran will continue 

its military operations 

until its own condi-

tions are met, and will 

end the war “at a time 

of its own choosing,” 

according to the re-

ports.Earlier, Iran has 

repeatedly denied any 

negotiations with the 

United States.

On the reported plan, 

White House Press 

Secretary Karoline 

Leavitt said that ele-

ments of the reports 

were not fully ac-

curate, but she did 

not provide further 

details. “The White 

House never con-

firmed that full plan. 

There are elements of 

truth to it, but some 

of the stories I read 

were not entirely fac-

tual,” Leavitt said.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Kenya’s gender debate has 

rightly amplified women’s 
voices, but in the chorus of 

equality, men’s struggles often 
fade into silence. This silence 

is dangerous. It masks pain, fu-

els stigma, and leaves half the 

population battling invisible 

battles. Strength, as defined by 
society, has become a muzzle.

The mental health crisis is 

the starkest example. Boys 

are taught early that “real men 

don’t cry.” Vulnerability is 
branded weakness. The result? 

Men bottle grief, stress, and 

frustration until it explodes. 

Globally, men account for most 

suicide deaths, and Kenya is 

no exception. Headlines of 

men dying by suicide linked 

to financial strain or broken 
relationships are frequent, yet 
counseling remains underused. 

Stigma keeps men away from 

help.

Economic pressure adds 

weight. Rising costs, unem-

ployment, and shrinking op-

portunities have turned the 

provider role into a crushing 

burden. When men lose jobs, 

society questions their worth. 
Marriages collapse, depression 

deepens, and substance abuse 

rises. The demand to succeed 

financially, regardless of reali-
ty, is a silent torment.

Custody battles compound the 

struggle. Despite legal reforms, 

many fathers feel sidelined in 

parenting. Social bias still as-

sumes children belong with 

mothers, leaving fathers fight-

ing for visitation and meaning-

ful involvement.

Acknowledging men’s strug-

gles is not about undermining 

women’s rights. It is about 

compassion and balance. 

Equality must mean space for 
women to thrive and for men to 

be vulnerable without shame. If 

Kenya truly believes in justice, 

it must confront pain wher-

ever it exists. Silence is not 

strength—it is a wound.

By Grace Purity Achieno, 

Laikipia University

Once hailed as the bedrock of 

social order, gender roles now 

stand exposed as brittle relics 

of a bygone era. The promise 

of stability they once carried 

has collapsed under the weight 

of modern realities, leaving 

behind fragments of inequal-
ity and frustration. What was 

supposed to provide clarity and 

balance has instead shackled 

generations to rigid expecta-

tions that stifle ambition and 
silence individuality.

The unraveling began with 

education and economic op-

portunity. As women and mar-

ginalized groups gained access 

to schools and workplaces, 

the myth that biology dictates 

destiny began to crumble. Glo-

balization further eroded these 

boundaries, introducing societ-

ies to diverse cultural models 

that challenged long held tra-

ditions. Social media amplified 
dissent, giving voice to those 

who refuse to be boxed in by 

outdated stereotypes.

Yet the collapse of these roles 

has not been seamless. Free-

dom to define one’s path coex-

ists with backlash from conser-

vative forces, fueling cultural 

clashes. Discrimination per-

sists, and those who defy con-

vention often pay the price in 

stress, workplace inequality, 
and strained family ties. The 

result is a society caught be-

tween liberation and resistance, 

progress and prejudice.

The way forward is not to 

patch up the old framework 

but to build anew. Education 

must instill respect for diversi-

ty from the earliest years, while 

policies guarantee equal oppor-
tunity in leadership, work, and 

family life. Above all, cultural 

narratives must evolve—away 

from rigid prescriptions and to-

ward flexible, human centered 
understanding.

Gender roles promised order. 

They delivered oppression. It is 

time to replace broken promis-

es with genuine inclusivity and 

balance.

By Collins Kibet, Koitalel Uni-

versity

Mount Kenya towers above 

the nation, majestic yet vulner-

able. For decades, it has been 

admired as a postcard image 

of beauty, but its true value 

lies far deeper. This mountain 

is not just scenery—it is a life-

line. From the rivers that flow 
into homes and farms to the 

tourists who fuel local econ-

omies, Mount Kenya sustains 

millions.

But the silent giant is under 

siege. Glaciers are vanishing 

at alarming rates, forests are 

being stripped, and climate 

change is tightening its grip. If 

this trajectory continues, Ken-

ya risks losing more than snow 

capped peaks; it risks losing 

water security, agricultural 

stability, and a vital source of 

national pride. Future genera-

tions may inherit only photo-

graphs of what once was.

The urgency is clear. Envi-

ronmental degradation is not 

a distant threat—it is happen-

ing now. Yet amid the gloom, 

hope flickers. Young Kenyans 
are mobilizing through tree 

planting drives, awareness 

campaigns, and grassroots ac-

tivism. Their energy signals a 

shift from passive admiration 

to active stewardship.

Protecting Mount Kenya 

cannot be left to scientists or 

policymakers alone. It de-

mands collective responsibili-

ty. Schools, communities, and 

households must embrace con-

servation as a daily practice. 

Policies must prioritize sus-

tainable land use, while cul-

tural narratives must elevate 

environmental guardianship as 

a national duty.

Mount Kenya is more than a 

mountain; it is Kenya’s beat-

ing heart. To ignore its decline 

is to gamble with the nation’s 

future. The time for admira-

tion has passed—the time for 

action is now.

By Geoffry Mutuku, Laikipia 
University

Campus life is often roman-

ticized as freedom, growth, 

and discovery. Yet behind the 

glossy brochures lies a harsher 

reality: the silent struggles that 

weigh on students and parents 

alike. Financial strain tops the 

list. Tuition fees, housing, and 

daily expenses stretch families 

thin, forcing students into part 

time jobs that erode focus and 

energy. Independence comes 

at a steep cost.

Academic pressure com-

pounds the burden. Universi-

ties demand excellence, but 

the relentless chase for grades 

often leads to burnout. Parents, 

meanwhile, worry whether 

those grades will translate into 

careers, creating a cycle of 

anxiety that spans generations. 

Emotional challenges add an-

other layer. For many, leaving 

home means loneliness, cul-

ture shock, and vulnerabili-

ty. Parents wrestle with fears 

about safety and resilience, 

often from miles away.

Communication gaps widen 

the divide. Generational dif-

ferences and busy schedules 

reduce meaningful dialogue, 

while peer influence tempts 
students into risky behav-

iors—substance use, reckless 

spending, or misplaced prior-

ities. Parents, aware of these 

pitfalls, fear the erosion of val-

ues and discipline.

Career uncertainty looms like 

a shadow. Students question 
whether their chosen paths will 

secure stable futures, while 

parents wonder if their sacri-

fices will pay off. The result is 
a web of financial, emotional, 
and social pressures that rare-

ly make it into glossy campus 

narratives.

University life is not just 

about degrees—it is a test of 

resilience, empathy, and sup-

port. Recognizing these shared 

struggles is the first step to-

ward bridging the gap. Only 

then can campus life deliver 

not silent suffering, but genu-

ine growth.

By Jeremiah Kingamu, 

Laikipia University

When strength becomes silence: 

hidden struggles of men

Gender roles remain a 

shattered promise

The silent giant Kenya cannot 

afford to ignore

The silent struggles of campus 

life
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Sports >>   *Hundreds of Somali spectators cheered as they watched two teams of young women play football in a 

Mogadishu stadium - an unimaginable scene in the conservative, conflict-hit country just a few years ago.

Somalia football slowly becomes a 

women’s game

Hundreds of Somali spectators 

cheered as they watched two 

teams of young women play 

football in a Mogadishu stadium 

- an unimaginable scene in the 

conservative, conflict-hit coun-

try just a few years ago.

Such events were heavily 

threatened until recently in So-

malia’s capital by the Al-Qae-

da-affiliated militant group 
Al-Shabaab, which frowns on 

entertainment like football, es-

pecially when played by wom-

en.

But while Al-Shabaab still has a 

powerful grip behind the scenes 

in Mogadishu, the security situ-

ation has markedly improved.

At Tuesday’s match, the main 

stand was mostly segregated but 

nonetheless included some men 

and women sitting together.

The Ilays women’s team ulti-

mately crushed their opponents 

Nasiib 5-0, but that did not 

dampen the mood.

“If you were in Mogadishu a 

couple of years ago, an occasion 

like this, with two girls’ football 

clubs playing, would not have 

been possible... but with time, 

things are improving,” said Ali 

Muhidin, one of the spectators.

The women’s football champi-

onship was created in 2024, and 

initially involved only 80 play-

ers. But barely two years later, 

600 are participating across 10 

teams -- mostly from Mogadi-

shu, but also other parts of the 

country.

“No one could have imagined 

that one day Somali women 

would play football in their 

country, where even men were 

forbidden to play by fight-
ers who had declared football 

‘un-Islamic’,” said Ali Abdi 

Mohamed, president of the So-

mali Football Federation.

“But something we couldn’t 

even dream of has become a re-

ality,” he told AFP.

Not everyone in the largely 

conservative Muslim country 

allows their daughters to play, 

he conceded, but they have 

faced no serious complaints.

Somalis have long been pas-

sionate fans of European foot-

ball, but local teams have been 

neglected. Somalia is currently 

ranked 200th in the FIFA men’s 

rankings, ahead of only a hand-

ful of microstates.

Its women’s team, which 

played its first friendly match in 
October in Djibouti, is not listed 

by the international federation.

But this should change soon, 

as the “Ocean Queens” are 

preparing for their first-ever 
international tournament -- an 

under-17s event in May in Tan-

zania.

“For women to play football is 

not shameful or taboo,” said Ra-

mas Abdi Salah, midfielder for 
the Ocean Queens, who, like her 

teammates, wears thick tights 

and a long-sleeved shirt under 

her sports kit, as well as a black 

headscarf to cover her hair.

“As you can see, I’m fully 

covered except for my face and 

my hands. I haven’t received 

any bad comments,” said the 

17-year-old, who added she has 

her family’s approval.

Goalkeeper Najma Ali Ahmed 

had a rough game on Tuesday, 

letting in five goals.
But it will take a lot more than 

that to lose the love of the game.

“I’m sending a message to fe-

male footballers to work toward 

the dream of joining the national 

team,” she said.

AFP

Football players of the U17 Somalia national team take part in a practice session at the Eng. Yariisow Stadium in Mogadishu on February 17, 2026, as 

the team continues to train despite criticism from some religious conservatives who view women’s football as ‘un-Islamic’. (Photo by Hassan Ali ELMI / 

AFP)
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Sports >>   *A rejuvenated Lewis Hamilton said Thursday that he was more committed to Formula One 

“than ever” aged 41 and believes he trains harder than any other driver.

Hamilton says more committed to F1 

than ever at 41

A rejuvenated Lewis Hamilton 

said Thursday that he was more 

committed to Formula One “than 

ever” aged 41 and believes he 

trains harder than any other driv-

er.

The seven-time world champi-

on has made a strong start to the 

season with Ferrari and is fourth 

in the championship after two 

races, 18 points behind leader 

George Russell of Mercedes.

Hamilton finished third in China 
to claim a podium place for the 

first time since joining Ferrari 
ahead of the 2025 season, and he 

said he had been putting in the 

hard yards ahead of this week’s 

Japanese Grand Prix.

“I was in Tokyo between this 

race and the last race, I’ve run 

like 100 kilometres,” the Briton 

said.

“I know that none of the drivers 

I’m racing against have trained 

as hard as I am and giving it what 

I am, especially at my age.

“I love that, that I still have that 

drive to push myself,” he added.

Hamilton boasted that he was 

returning to his hotel after a 

morning run just as other drivers 

were getting up.

“The commitment is there, more 

than ever,” he said.

“I dedicate absolutely every-

thing I have to this challenge.”

Hamilton endured a nightmare 

first season with Ferrari last year, 
finishing sixth in the champion-

ship and suffering the indignity 
of becoming the first driver to be 
eliminated from Q1 at three con-

secutive grands prix.

His fortunes have changed 

markedly with new regulations 

and car designs this season, 

which have produced noticeably 

more overtaking in races than in 

recent years.

Hamilton got the better of team-

mate Charles Leclerc after a ti-

tanic tussle in Shanghai and he 

said he found battling drivers 

“much more fun”.

“That’s how racing should be,” 

he said.

“It should be back and forth, it 

shouldn’t be one move is done 

and then that’s it.”

AFP

Ferrari’s British driver Lewis Hamilton checks over his car in the garage ahead of the Formula One Australian Grand 

Prix at Melbourne’s Albert Park on March 5, 2026. (Photo by Paul Crock / AFP).
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With over nine years of experience 

across public service, education, and 

community leadership, Melinda Fer-

guson has built a career centered on 

empowering others. Her work focus-

es on helping individuals strengthen 

their voice, show up with intention, 

and confidently navigate profession-

al and public spaces.

Melinda currently serves as a Pro-

gram Officer with Employment and 
Social Development Canada, where 

she contributes to programs that 

support individuals and communi-

ties. Her background includes expe-

rience in education, healthcare, and 

community outreach, giving her a 

well-rounded understanding of how 

confidence and communication im-

pact both personal and professional 

growth.

Her journey into pageantry became 

a natural extension of her work in 

confidence and leadership. In 2024, 
Melinda earned the title of Ms. NO-

VACOSMO WORLDWIDE, where 
she was recognized not only for her 

stage presence but also for her au-

thenticity and commitment to com-

munity impact.

Throughout her pageant journey, 

she has been honoured with several 

awards, including Ms. Canada Peo-

ple’s Choice, Ms. Galaxy Publici-

ty, and Ms. Galaxy Social Media. 

These recognitions reflect her ability 
to connect with people and use her 

platform with intention.

Beyond pageantry, Melinda’s 

leadership has been recognized on 

a broader scale. She was named 

among the Top 20 Women in 2026 

by LMA Leadership and Lifestyle 

Magazine for her leadership and 

impact. This recognition highlights 

her commitment to empowering oth-

ers and creating meaningful change 

through her work.

A central part of Melinda’s advoca-

cy is raising awareness around pe-

riod poverty. She actively supports 

initiatives that increase access to 

essential resources for women and 

girls and works to break the stigma 

surrounding this issue. Through her 

involvement with community or-

ganizations, including Help A Girl 

Out, she contributes to efforts that 
provide support and dignity to those 

in need.

As a coach, Melinda focuses on 

helping individuals develop confi-

dence in how they introduce them-

selves and communicate their value. 

She understands that many people 

struggle to clearly express who they 

are and what they bring, especially in 

spaces where confidence is expect-
ed. To address this, she created The 

Winning Introduction Blueprint, an 

ebook designed to provide a simple 

and practical framework for deliver-

ing strong, confident introductions.
Through her coaching sessions and 

workshops, Melinda provides clear 

and actionable tools that can be ap-

plied immediately. Her approach is 

grounded in simplicity and real-life 

application. She emphasizes clarity 

over complexity and encourages in-

dividuals to own their voice without 

overthinking or shrinking in import-

ant moments.

Melinda is also a speaker and facil-

itator, leading conversations around 

confidence, communication, and 
personal development. Whether in 

workshops, panels, or community 

spaces, she is committed to creat-

ing environments where people feel 

supported, seen, and empowered to 

grow.

What sets Melinda apart is her 

ability to combine her professional 

experience with her passion for em-

powerment. She brings a practical, 

results-driven approach to her work 

while maintaining a strong focus on 

community and impact. Her message 

is clear. Confidence is not something 
you are born with. It is a skill that 

can be developed with the right tools 

and consistent practice.

Her mission is to help individuals 

elevate how they show up so they 

can access greater opportunities, 

step into leadership, and move for-

ward with confidence in every area 
of their lives. 

As she continues to expand her 

work, Melinda remains focused on 

building platforms and opportunities 

that support individuals in owning 

their voice and creating meaning-

ful impact. Through her coaching, 

speaking, and advocacy, she is com-

mitted to helping people move from 

uncertainty to confidence and from 
hesitation to action.

Melinda Ferguson

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Ferguson — Confidence & Stage Presence Coach, Public 

Servant, Educator

Worth Noting:

• Melinda currently 

serves as a Program Officer 

with Employment and Social 

Development Canada, where 

she contributes to programs 

that support individuals and 

communities. Her back-

ground includes experience 

in education, healthcare, and 

community outreach, giving 

her a well-rounded under-

standing of how confidence 

and communication impact 

both personal and profes-

sional growth.

• Her journey into 

pageantry became a natural 

extension of her work in 

confidence and leadership. 

In 2024, Melinda earned the 

title of Ms. NOVACOSMO 

WORLDWIDE, where she 

was recognized not only for 

her stage presence but also 

for her authenticity and 

commitment to community 

impact.
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