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IEBC calls for stakehold-

er support ahead of 2027 

polls

The Independent Elec-

toral and Boundaries 

Commission (IEBC) has 

called for urgent legis-

lative reforms, adequate 

funding and strength-

ened stakeholder col-

laboration to ensure the 

2027 General Election is 

conducted successfully.

Kirinyaga polytechnics 

showcase talent and 

skills at 2026 County 

Music Festival

Kirinyaga County’s vo-

cational training centres 

demonstrated a vibrant 

blend of talent, creativity, 

and technical skill during 

the 2026 County Music 

Festivals, where Kaith-

eri County Polytechnic 

emerged as the overall 

winner. 
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President William Ruto with RSF Leader General Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo, 
State House, Nairobi.Photo | Courtesy..

Rigathi Gachagua in Kirinyaga yesterday. Photo | Courtesy..

“Irregular 

issuance of 

passports to 

foreigners”
“These are the issues that are 

lowering the dignity of our na-

tion, not the opposition,” Ga-

chagua said, maintaining that 

Kenya’s current challenges 

stem from leadership failures 

at the highest level.

Democracy for the  Citizens Party (DCP) leader Rigathi Gachagua has intensifi ed his criticism of President 
William Ruto, dismissing claims that the opposition is responsible for tarnishing Kenya’s international rep-

utation. Speaking during a church service at the ACK Diocese of Kirinyaga in Ndia Constituency, 

Kirinyaga County yesterday, the former Deputy President argued that it is the government’s own actions 

that have undermined the country’s image both locally and abroad.
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President William Ruto has called on Kenyan 

diplomats to aggressively promote the country’s 

global image and economic potential as the 

government pushes forward with its ambitious 

development agenda.

Speaking in Nairobi during the opening of the 

19th Ambassadors and High Commissioners 

Conference, the President said Kenya has made 

notable progress over the past three years in 

implementing its national transformation plan. 

He highlighted a KSh5 trillion strategy aimed at 

steering the country toward a first-world econo-

my.

Ruto emphasized the critical role of ambassa-

dors and high commissioners in advancing this 

vision, urging them to clearly articulate Kenya’s 

strengths and opportunities on the global stage. 

He noted that effective diplomacy is key to secur-

ing new markets, attracting foreign investment, 

and unlocking untapped economic potential.

“Our representatives abroad must tell Kenya’s 

story with conviction and convert that promise 

into partnerships that deliver real results,” he 

said.

The President stressed that projecting a credible 

national image is essential for building trust with 

international partners and enhancing Kenya’s 

competitiveness.

He added that the government is committed to 

positioning Kenya not only as a top investment 

destination but also as a reliable partner in shap-

ing the future of global economic and strategic 

cooperation.

The conference brings together Kenya’s envoys to 

align foreign policy with the country’s develop-

ment priorities.
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Ruto urges Diplomats to champion Kenya’s 

global image and investment drive
BY MKT Correspondent

 @themtkenyatimes Some of the moment as captured in picturesSome of the moment as captured in pictures
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Shanta Gold has begun constructing houses in Gem, Siaya County, to resettle 1,286 households affect-
ed by an open-pit mining project in Ramula. County Commissioner Nobert Komora said the houses 

target vulnerable residents, with relocation to be voluntary and guided by an implementation com-

mittee. The company says the homes meet international standards and affected persons will receive 
disturbance allowances. However, some residents, including Jotham Obiero, questioned the housing 

quality, while host community members in Mabinju village demanded vetting of incoming settlers over 

security concerns.

Nandi County Government has partnered with KCB Bank Kenya Limited to solarize schools, health 

facilities, and other public institutions to cut energy costs and promote clean power. Governor Stephen 

Sang said the programme will use asset-based financing guided by energy audits and site assessments. 
KCB Managing Director Anastancia Kimutai noted the initiative will reduce reliance on the national 

grid and diesel, lower costs, and support a low-carbon economy. The project targets at least 100 in-

stitutions in Nandi and aligns with plans to solarize 246 TVETs nationally, boosting sustainability, 

resilience, and training opportunities in renewable energy.

Doctors at Jaramogi Oginga Odinga Teaching and Referral Hospital successfully delivered a baby 

from a rare abdominal pregnancy, where the foetus develops outside the uterus. The baby, born at 38 

weeks and weighing 3.2kg, survived without deformities despite high risks, including severe bleeding. 

Specialists led by Dr Kays Muruka and Dr Gabriel Eliazaro performed a complex surgery, leaving 

the placenta inside to avoid fatal haemorrhage. The mother, Mercy Aduke, is recovering, while the 

newborn remains stable. Doctors emphasized early antenatal care and screening to detect such rare, 

life-threatening conditions in time.

Soipan Tuya announced that the government has allocated Sh1 billion to open security roads in ban-

ditry-prone areas, enhancing access for multi-agency teams pursuing criminals. Speaking in Laikipia, 

she said the initiative will cover hotspots including Mukogodo forest and support efforts to end cattle 
rustling. The operation will involve the Kenya Defence Forces under the Maliza Uhalifu programme 

alongside the National Police Service. Leaders raised concerns over continued attacks despite military 

presence. Recently, parts of Laikipia, Isiolo, and Meru were declared disturbed areas, with a major 

security operation, including aerial surveillance, set to disarm bandits and restore peace.

Residents of Embu County have welcomed the government’s free public Wi-Fi initiative, highlighting 

its impact on reducing data costs and opening digital opportunities for businesses and youth. Micro, 

Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) and online content creators have leveraged the connectivity 

to access markets and promote their services. Traders at Manyatta Market reported increased sales, 

while salon operator Esther Marigu noted a rise in college students visiting her shop, using the free 

internet. Tailor Esther Wanjira transformed her business into a “smart shop” by interacting with clients 

online. However, users, including boda boda operators and artisans, called for improved speed and 

coverage, citing frequent sluggishness and connectivity gaps.

Nyandarua County is set to benefit from Sh 20 billion worth of road projects managed by the Kenya 
Rural Roads Authority (KERRA), covering over 424 kilometres. Four major projects worth Sh 4.76 

billion, including Kirima-North Kinangop Hospital and Mirangine-Kanyariri roads, are complete or 

nearing completion, while Roliondo-Captain and Gilgil-Machinery roads are substantially complete. 

An additional 346 kilometres of 10 other road projects worth Sh 15.2 billion are ongoing, with nine 

progressing well and one under procurement after contract termination. Maintenance works include a 

completed 24km stretch at Sh 68.9 million and a 17km stretch underway at Sh 146.6 million. Officials 
were urged to communicate government projects effectively to residents.
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Democracy for Citizens Par-

ty (DCP) leader Rigathi Ga-

chagua has publicly criticized 

President William Ruto, ac-

cusing him of interfering in 

his personal and family af-

fairs.

Speaking on Saturday during 

a tour of Kirinyaga County, 

the former Deputy President 

expressed frustration over 

what he termed as unnec-

essary involvement by the 

President in private matters, 

including allegations sur-

rounding a family inheritance 

dispute. Gachagua dismissed 

claims that he doctored his 

brother’s will, urging the 

Head of State to focus on 

more pressing national is-

sues.

He called on President Ruto 

to prioritize reviving the 

country’s struggling econo-

my, which he said is in a dire 

state, and to ensure effective 
governance. 

According to Gachagua, the 

current administration has 

contributed to the deterio-

ration of Kenya’s economic 

stability.

“The President should con-

centrate on fixing the econ-

omy instead of engaging in 

petty personal matters,” he 

said.

Gachagua further claimed 

that the relationship between 

the Mount Kenya region and 

President Ruto is largely per-

formance-based, noting that 

residents expect tangible de-

velopment and investment in 

return for their support.

Despite his criticism, the 

DCP leader reiterated his 

commitment to public ser-

vice, stating that he has a clear 

vision for the country should 

he be elected president in the 

next general election.

During the first day of his 

tour, Gachagua visited sever-

al trading centres, including 

Murinduko, Kangai, Karu-

mandi and Kangaita, where 

he interacted with residents 

and listened to their concerns.

His remarks come amid ris-

ing political tensions, signal-

ing an intensifying rivalry 

ahead of the next electoral 

cycle.

Transport Cabinet Secretary 

Davis Chirchir has directed 

the National Transport and 

Safety Authority (NTSA) and 

other enforcement agencies to 

investigate the circumstances 

that led to a fatal road crash 

in Nyeri County on Saturday. 

16 people have been con-

firmed dead after a matatu and 
a lorry collided near Dedan 

Kimathi University on Satur-

day evening. While 15 died 

on Saturday, Regional Traffic 
Commandant Elizabeth Vivi 

has said that one more person 

succumbed to injuries on Sun-

day. 

Following the deadly crash, 

CS Chirchir has condoled 

with the affected families, 
praying for a swift recovery 

for those injured. 

In a statement to newsrooms, 

the transport minister said 

NTSA and other agencies will 

“thoroughly investigate the 

circumstances surrounding 

the crash and take firm, deci-
sive action against any viola-

tions.”

“The Government remains 

committed to strengthening 

road safety measures, enforc-

ing compliance, and ensuring 

accountability to prevent such 

tragedies,” said CS Chirchir. 

While urging motorists to 

exercise caution on the roads, 

CS Chirchir said there will be 

intensified enforcement, au-

dits, and compliance checks 

across Kenyan highways. 

This, he added, would ensure 

accountability and protect all 

road users. 

Commandant Vivi on Sunday 

called on the public to visit 

the Nyeri Referral Hospital 

to identify 6 bodies of victims 

who died in the crash. 

10 other bodies have been 

positively identified by family 
members 

3 adults and a child are 

among the survivors of the 

crash. 

According to witness state-

ments, the accident occurred 

as the lorry driver escaped hit-

ting a boda boda. This led to a 

head-on collision between the 

lorry, which had three occu-

pants, and the matatu headed 

to Mweiga. 
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Politics The President should concentrate on fixing the economy instead of engaging in petty personal matters - Rigathi

Gachagua accuses Ruto of personal 

family affairs interference, urges 

focus on country matters

Transport CS 

Chirchir says action 

to be taken against 

any violations in 

Nyeri crash
BY MKT Correspondent

 @themtkenyatimes

BY Fridah Naliaka

 @themtkenyatimes

Rigathi Gachagua addressing Kirinyaga residents on Saturday.

Despite his criticism, the 

DCP leader reiterated his 

commitment to public 

service, stating that he 

has a clear vision for the 

country should he be elect-

ed president in the next 

general election.
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, during the launch of the Rodi Kenya Strategic Plan 2026-2030. , during the launch of the Rodi Kenya Strategic Plan 2026-2030.   |  |  Photo: Morris Githenya

Wiper leader Kalonzo Musyoka 

has criticised President William 

Ruto over his escalating war of 

words with former Deputy Presi-

dent Rigathi Gachagua, saying it 

is improper for a Head of State to 

make serious character allegations 

against a former running mate years 

after they were elected together.

Speaking during an interview 

with Citizen TV on Sunday night, 

Kalonzo said leaders should con-

duct thorough due diligence before 

picking deputies, arguing that it is 

inconsistent to campaign on one 

ticket and later make damaging 

claims without evidence.

“I think that it is important, even 

before you pick your running mate, 

to be able to ask yourself a ques-

tion… You cannot then, after you 

have gone through, elected on one 

ticket, then turn around years later 

and say your deputy was a murder-

er and you cannot prove it,” Ka-

lonzo said.

He argued that the President 

should be properly briefed before 

making statements that could un-

fairly tarnish a political opponent’s 

reputation, warning that remarks 

aimed at “besmirching” a former 

deputy’s character for political rea-

sons undermine the standard ex-

pected of a Head of State.

“I must tell William that, in law, 

when you are dealing with people’s 

wills, one can die intestate or after 

writing a will. This president has 

not been properly briefed,” he said.

Kalonzo claimed that revisiting 

such allegations a decade later was 

wrong, and urged restraint in polit-

ical discourse.

“Ten years later, for political rea-

sons, you want now to besmirch the 

character of your former DP. I think 

there is a gap in briefing because a 

head of state should be properly 

briefed before he utters some of 

these things,” he added.

Kalonzo’s remarks come against 

the backdrop of a widening polit-

ical rift between Ruto and Gacha-

gua that has increasingly drawn in 

personal and family issues.

Gachagua, now the leader of the 

Democracy for the Citizen Party 

(DCP), recently told the President 

to keep off his family affairs fol-
lowing an appeal by the family of 

the late Nyeri Governor Nderitu 

Gachagua for the President’s in-

tervention over claims of a forged 

will and alleged intermeddling in 

the estate.

Led by the late governor’s wid-

ow Margaret Nyokabi Nderitu, the 

family asked President Ruto to or-

der an independent probe into the 

allegations.

The appeal came days after Presi-

dent Ruto, during a public outburst, 

accused Gachagua of calling him a 

thief while allegedly having stolen 

from his own brother — claims that 

have heightened tensions between 

the two.

While touring Kirinyaga Coun-

ty, Gachagua warned the Head of 

State against interfering in his fam-

ily matters and urged him to focus 

on his own affairs.
“Amesahau mambo ya Kenya 

anaingilia mambo ya familia ya 

Gachagua… Ameshindwa kuga-

wanya mlima, anafikiria atagawan-

ya familia ya Gachagua? Wewe 

William Ruto, ukona familia yenu 

ya Kalenjin, kuenda ongea mambo 

ya familia yenu, usiingilie mambo 

ya familia yangu hapa milimani,” 

Gachagua said.

Gachagua has also been using his 

regional tours to popularise the 

DCP party and rally Mt Kenya res-

idents to reject leaders aligned with 

the ruling administration ahead of 

the next general election.

Kalonzo weighs in as 

Ruto-Gachagua clash 

spills into late 

governor’s will row

BY  Citizen Reporter

 @themtkenyatimes

BY Morris Githenya

 @themtkenyatimes

A NGO has been lauded by the 

stakeholders  for the persistent fight 
against the use of harmful chemi-

cals and fertilisers in the farms.

Rodi Kenya was celebrated for 

also taking an active lead in pro-

moting agroecology,  supporting 

the rehabilitation  of prisoners, and  

the introduction of life skills.

The Executive Director Esther 

Bett highlighted that in the past 35 

years, has collaborated effectively 
with organisations, and the Kenya 

Prisons Service in the rehabilitation 

of the prisoners,  and  integration.

She spoke at the launch of the or-

ganisation’s Five Year Strategic 

Plan 2026-2030,  a function pre-

sided over by the Deputy Director 

General of Prisons, Mr Nicholas 

Maswai at the Rodi Kenya’s office 
along the Eastern Bypass.

Ms Bett said through agroecolog-

ical, the majority of the prisoners 

upon release   farmers  continued 

producing healthy foods  for their 

families, and selling the surplus.

“Agroecology  farming practice 

has helped to  improve the condi-

tion of our soils, after years of ap-

plication of  hazardous chemicals 

and fertilizers thus messing up with 

fertility of our soils,” said Bett.

In the last 30 years, the pack with 

the prison department has impact-

ed vocation training knowledge 

to 45,300 prisoners, and 4,120 

ex-convicts in reintegration  with 

the community.

Maswai said in the period  38,800 

pre-trial detainees have been pro-

vided legal aid, efforts that signifi-

cantly reduced  re offending culture 
and enhanced human rights com-

pliance.

Maswai lauded the organisation 

for the impact made to the con-

victs and the ex-convicts through 

educating them on life skills  and 

agroecology. 

The intervention has transformed 

the life of the prisoners through 

behavioural change and promoting 

organic farming.

“We have former  convicts who 

are earning a living  through the 

training they got from Rodi Kenya, 

“said  Maswai.

Mr Maswai said 4,000 ex-convicts 

have been integrated with their 

community upon  completion of 

their jail term. 

David Mburu, says many of the 

farmers have turned to organic 

farming upon realising the threats 

over prolonged use of chemicals 

and fertilisers in their farms.

Mburu said embracing organic 

foods, the majority of the diseas-

es among them cancer, will be re-

duced.  

“I am one of the people who got 

interested in organic farming when 

I was serving a jail term in Nai-

robi West prison, and today have 

recruited hundreds of farmers in 

Kiambu county,” added Mburu. 

Others present  included the Rodi 

Kenya Chairman Lenny Njogu, 

David Karanja ( OACK), Legal Re-

source Forum Executive Director 

Esau Riaroh,  Dr Zacharia Mwangi 

( Witness Protection Board), and 

Kiambu County Government  Ag-

riculture department,  among other 

guests.

Rodi Kenya hailed  for 

the support of agroeco-

logical and rehabilitation 

of prisoners
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Democracy for the  Citizens Party 

(DCP) leader Rigathi Gachagua has 

intensified his criticism of President 
William Ruto, dismissing claims that 

the opposition is responsible for tar-

nishing Kenya’s international repu-

tation.

Speaking during a church service 

at the ACK Diocese of Kirinyaga 

in Ndia Constituency, Kirinyaga 

County yesterday, the former Depu-

ty President argued that it is the gov-

ernment’s own actions that have un-

dermined the country’s image both 

locally and abroad.

Gachagua accused President Ru-

to’s administration of implementing 

what he termed “unprecedented and 

misguided policies,” alleging that 

these have weakened governance 

and exposed the country to external 

interference. He claimed that neigh-

boring countries, including Sudan, 

have gained undue influence, while 
irregular issuance of passports to 

foreigners and the rise of criminal 

networks have further eroded public 

confidence.
“These are the issues that are lower-

ing the dignity of our nation, not the 

opposition,” Gachagua said, main-

taining that Kenya’s current chal-

lenges stem from leadership failures 

at the highest level.

The DCP leader also criticized the 

President for what he described as 

misplaced priorities, accusing him 

of focusing on “trivial matters” in-

stead of addressing urgent economic 

concerns. 

He pointed to the struggles faced 

by farmers across the country, par-

ticularly the shortage of subsidized 

fertilizer during the ongoing rainy 

season, warning that this could neg-

atively impact food production.

On healthcare, Gachagua raised 

alarm over the financial strain facing 
hospitals, claiming that many insti-

tutions are on the brink of collapse 

due to billions of shillings owed by 

the government. 

He urged hospital administrators 

to demand upfront payments from 

the Social Health Authority (SHA) 

to safeguard service delivery and 

prevent further deterioration of the 

sector.

At the same time, Gachagua used 

the platform to rally support for his 

political outfit, calling on residents 
to join the DCP party, which he 

described as a credible alternative 

ahead of the next general election. 

He reiterated his presidential am-

bitions, outlining his vision for 

economic recovery, institutional re-

form, and improved service delivery 

should he secure the country’s top 

seat.

The remarks come amid growing 

political tensions between Gachagua 

and his former ally, President Ruto, 

with the two leaders increasingly 

trading sharp public statements.

In recent remarks at public events, 

President Ruto has accused opposi-

tion leaders of engaging in what he 

termed “reckless rhetoric” that risks 

damaging Kenya’s global standing 

and discouraging investment. The 

President has defended his admin-

istration’s record, citing ongoing 

infrastructure projects, agricultural 

subsidies, and reforms in the health 

sector as evidence of progress.

Other government officials have 
also weighed in on the debate, urg-

ing political leaders to exercise re-

straint and prioritize national unity. 

Some leaders allied to the President 

have dismissed Gachagua’s claims 

as politically motivated, arguing that 

the government remains focused on 

stabilizing the economy and improv-

ing livelihoods.

Meanwhile, analysts note that the 

escalating war of words signals an 

early start to the 2027 election cycle, 

with leaders positioning themselves 

and consolidating support bases 

across regions.

Gachagua concluded his two-day 

tour of Kirinyaga County with mul-

tiple stopovers across Ndia Constit-

uency, where he continued to en-

gage residents and outline his policy 

agenda.

As political temperatures rise, the 

ongoing exchanges between the 

President and his former deputy are 

expected to shape the national con-

versation in the months ahead, par-

ticularly on issues of governance, 

economic management, and public 

service delivery.

The former DP was accompanied 

by dozens of former, current and as-

piring political leaders from various 

parts of the country. 

Politics These are the issues that are lowering the dignity of our nation, not the opposition,” Gachagua said

Riggy-G: Ruto to blame for poor image

BY MKT REPORTER

 @themtkenyatimes

Rigathi Gachagua addressing ACK faithful yesterday.

President William Ruto with RSF Leader General Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo, 

State House, Nairobi.

The DCP leader also criti-

cized the President for what 

he described as misplaced 

priorities, accusing him of 

focusing on “trivial mat-

ters” instead of addressing 

urgent economic concerns. 

He pointed to the struggles 

faced by farmers across the 

country, particularly the 

shortage of subsidized fer-

tilizer during the ongoing 

rainy season, warning that 

this could negatively impact 

food production.



caused by Agriculture Cabinet 

Secretary Mutahi Kagwe after 

he was misguided by a few 

processors alleging  there was 

a nut market in the U.S.

Kihara said the punitive sec-

tion 43 was maliciously in-

serted to block the Chinese 

in Kenya’s market, leaving 

behind a few  processors to 

exploit the farmers.

“There is a huge market in 

China as the US market that 

was promised to the local 

farmers  has failed to materi-

alise,” said Kihara.

Nut Growers Association  of-

ficial  Ngichabi Muriithi said 
some fotmer Agriculture Cab-

inet Secretaries during their 

time in office were forced to 
suspend the punitive section, 

and the price of the nuts in-

creased.

“This time we are waiting  

for the removal of the section 

if the government has the in-

terest of the farmers at heart,” 

said Ngichabi.  
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The price of macadamia nuts 

has declined by a huge mar-

gin after the  closure of seven 

macadamia factories  leaving 

behind their agents in the vil-

lages buying the commodity 

at throw away prices.

In the past two weeks, farm-

ers in Kirinyaga, Murang’a, 

Nyeri and Kiambu experi-

enced a drop of the prices 

from between KSh100 and 

KSh70 per kilogramme to 

between KSh20 and KSh30, 

against their expectations of 

above KSh100.

Section 43 of the AFA Act 

prohibits the export of raw 

agricultural produce; specifi-

cally cashew nuts, Pyrethrum, 

bixa, and macadamia  except 

with written authority from 

the Cabinet Secretary. 

As the crisis continues, a 

meeting to chart the way for-

ward has been planned  at  

Kiamutugu market in Kirin-

yaga county on Thursday to 

address the challenges facing 

the multi billion macadamia 

industry and the repeal  of 

section 43 in the AFA Act.

The growers from the moun-

tain region counties were 

last week in  Kirinyaga with  

trucks loaded with macada-

mia nuts,  exploring for a bet-

ter market above KSh40 per 

kilogramme.

Mary Njeri Mwai and 

Ndirangu Mwangi  recount-

ed the challenges they were 

going through pleading  with 

President William Ruto  to in-

tervene and allow the removal 

of the punitive section to sal-

vage the nut sector

“The situation is worse as 

there are tonnes of nuts across 

the counties  were going to 

waste that need  for the state 

intervention,” said Ms Njeri.

The Nut Traders Association 

of Kenya  (NUTAK)  Chair-

man Johnson Kihara say the 

produce was going to waste 

after the closure of the pro-

cessors  over the prevailing 

situation.

Kihara said the blame for the 

suffering the Kenyans farm-

ers were going through was 

Agribusiness Section 43 of the AFA Act prohibits the export of raw agricultural produce; specifically cashew nuts, Pyrethrum, bixa, and macadamia  except 

Farmers demand the removal 

of AFA Act to allow export 

of raw nuts to China

BY Morris Githenya

 @themtkenyatimes

Samples of macadamia nuts.



Scientists from KALRO and 

CIMMYT walked side by 

side with farmers and private 

seed companies, bridging 

the often-wide gap between 

research and real-world ap-

plication. “We are bringing 

different partners together to 
evaluate these materials also 

to entice seed companies to 

take them into their produc-

tion portfolios,” explains Dr 

Gichuru.

This is where innovation 

meets scale. By involving 

private sector players early, 

CIMMYT hopes to accelerate 

the journey from experimen-

tal plots to farmers’ fields. 
Already, about five seed com-

panies have shown interest 

in co-testing and potentially 

commercializing the varieties.

“This is about market-driven 

selection,” Dr. Gichuru states 

and adds: “We don’t want to 

take products forward that 

farmers and companies don’t 

actually want.”

For farmers like Yambu, and 

his fellow attendee Leonard 

Mbwiko, the stakes are deep-

ly personal. Mbwiko, a retired 

special needs teacher who 

once taught visually impaired 

students at Machakos Tech-

nical Institute for the Blind, 

now spends his time farming 

a 10-acre plot in Mtito Andei.

“Braille was my staff,” he 
says with a smile, reflecting 
on his teaching days. Today, 

his tools are seeds and soil. 

Like Yambu, he grows green 

grams and sorghum, selling 

his produce through KALRO. 

His yields about 10 bags of 

green grams and 15 bags of 

sorghum per season which is 

not only attractive but also re-

liable.

Yet he, too, sees promise in 

pearl millet. “I was introduced 

to it here,” he says. “I believe 

it can be grown in my area 

again,” he says. His words 

carry both hope and history. 

There was a time when pearl 

millet thrived in regions like 

Mtito Andei. But its decline 

tells a broader story—not just 

of agriculture, but of social 

change.

“In the past, children who 

did not attend school helped 

protect millet crops by scar-

ing birds away,” Mbwiko 

explains. “Now, with more 

children in school, that is no 

longer possible. ”The result? 

Farmers gradually abandoned 

the crop. But new hybrid vari-

eties are changing that equa-

tion. Mbwiko notes, “That 

makes a big difference,” he 
states.

He is already planning his 

next move: reaching out to 

KALRO to access seeds for 

planting.

Walking through the Kiboko 

plots, the diversity is striking. 

“This field has 28 pearl mil-
let varieties,” explains Molly 

Okoth, a research associate 

at CIMMYT. “We are testing 

them for yield and traits like 

panicle length, dual-purpose 

use, and water efficiency.”
These trials, she says, are 

not limited to Kenya. Simi-

lar evaluations are ongoing 

across East and Southern Afri-

ca—in Tanzania, Zambia, and 

Zimbabwe—ensuring that the 

best performing varieties can 

be scaled across regions with 

similar climates. The focus 

is not just on survival, but on 

productivity. “We want farm-

ers to start seeing pearl millet 

as a hybrid crop,” Okoth says 

noting: “Because these hy-

brids can produce much more 

than what farmers are current-

ly getting.”

Higher yields mean more 

food—and more income. 

Pearl millet’s potential ex-

tends beyond the plate.“It has 

space in food, in brewing, and 

even in animal feed. Some 

varieties are excellent for for-

age—you can see the crop is 

mature, but the leaves are still 

green,” explains Dr Gichuru.

This “stay-green” character-

istic is particularly valuable 

for livestock farmers, offer-
ing a dual-purpose solution in 

regions where feed shortages 

are common.

Still, challenges remain. Pro-

cessing millet can be labor-in-

tensive, particularly when it 

comes to threshing. But here, 

too, innovation is catching up. 

“Partners in mechanization 

are developing equipment to 

ease this work,” Dr. Gichuru 

notes stating that with hybrid 

uniformity, mechanical har-

vesting becomes more viable.

In other words, the crop is 

advancing—not just in the 

field, but along the entire val-
ue chain. Back in the fields, 
Yambu walks slowly between 

the plots, listening to scien-

tists’ explanations, observing, 

calculating, imagining and 

even taking notes. For him, 

the decision is already taking 

shape.

“Now I have something else 

to add onto my crops,” he 

says. “That is pearl millet.” It 

is a simple statement but one 

that captures a much larger 

shift.

Across Kenya’s dry lands, 

farmers are searching for 

crops that can withstand the 

realities of climate change 

while still delivering income. 

Pearl millet, long overlooked, 

is emerging as a strong con-

tender. But its success will 

depend on more than just sci-

ence.

It will require collaboration 

between researchers, farmers, 

seed companies, and policy-

makers. It will also require 

investment in seed systems, 

mechanization, and market 

development. And above all, 

it will require trust—from 

farmers willing to try some-

thing new. At Kiboko, that 

trust is beginning to take root.

As the sun dips lower and the 

field tour draws to a close, the 
message is clear: the future of 

farming in Kenya’s drylands 

may not lie in reinventing the 

wheel – but in rediscovering 

and reimagining crops that 

have always belonged. Pearl 

millet is one of them. Time 

will tell if it will stay.
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Under the relentless sun of 

Kiboko, where the earth often 

cracks before it yields, a quiet 

transformation is taking root. 

Rows of pearl millet stretch 

across demonstration plots at 

the International Maize and 

Wheat Improvement Center, 

their grain heads swaying 

gently in the dry land breeze, 

an understated but powerful 

symbol of resilience.

Last Tuesday, farmers, sci-

entists, and seed companies 

gathered here for a field tour 
that may well shape the future 

of farming in Kenya’s arid 

and semi-arid lands. 

Among them was Kyaa-

ti Yambu, a primary school 

teacher from Mtito Andei, 

who had travelled over 70 

kilometers not for a lesson in 

English—but for a lesson in 

survival.

“I devote most of my free 

time to farming,” Yambu says 

with quiet conviction. Though 

he teaches during the day, his 

heart and increasingly his 

livelihood lies in the soil.

For over 20 years, Yambu has 

worked as a contracted farmer 

with the Kenya Agricultural 

and Livestock Research Orga-

nization (KALRO), growing 

green grams, cowpeas, and 

sorghum. His 40-acre farm 

has sustained him well, par-

ticularly through green grams, 

which fetch up to KSh130 per 

kilo and yield as much as 35 

bags per season.

But on this day in Kiboko, 

something new caught his 

eye. “When I came here, I 

was very much pleased to 

see a variety of crops—most-

ly the pearl millet,” he says. 

“I hope I’ll get some seeds 

and that will get me money 

in my pocket.” For Yambu, 

pearl millet is not just another 

crop—it is an opportunity.

Pearl millet is not new to Af-

rica. For generations, it was 

a staple crop across dry land 

communities. But over time, 

it faded from prominence—

pushed aside by maize and 

other cereals, and challenged 

by labor-intensive processing 

and vulnerability to bird dam-

age.

Now, in the face of climate 

change, it is making a return. 

“Among the cereals, this is 

one of the most drought-tol-

erant crops,” explains Dr. 

Lilian Gichuru, a Seed Sys-

tems Specialist at CIMMYT 

adding: “In this environment, 

within just two and a half to 

three months, it is ready for 

harvest.”

That speed—and resil-

ience—makes pearl millet 

a powerful alternative in 

regions where rainfall is in-

creasingly unpredictable. But 

this is not the pearl millet of 

the past.

At Kiboko, researchers are 

introducing hybrid varieties 

sourced from global partners 

in India, Brazil, and Europe. 

These are being tested under 

Kenyan conditions to eval-

uate yield, adaptability, and 

market potential.

 “This is a first of many activ-

ities showcasing hybrid tech-

nology,” Dr. Gichuru says. 

“We are moving from tradi-

tional open-pollinated variet-

ies to hybrids that can signifi-

cantly improve productivity.”

The goal is clear: faster re-

sults, higher yields, and crops 

that can withstand the pres-

sures of a changing climate. 

The field tour at Kiboko was 
not just about observation—it 

was about connection.

Agribusiness Among them was Kyaati Yambu, a primary school teacher from Mtito Andei, who had travelled over 70 kilometers not for a lesson in English—but for a lesson in survival

How pearl millet is quietly 

making a comeback in 

Kenya’s dry lands
BY KNA

 @themtkenyatimes

Stakeholders in a millet farm last week. Stakeholders in a millet farm last week. |  |  Photo: Courtesy.

Higher yields 

mean more food—

and more income. 

Pearl millet’s po-

tential extends be-

yond the plate.“It 

has space in food, 

in brewing, and 

even in animal 

feed. Some vari-

eties are excellent 

for forage—you 

can see the crop 

is mature, but 

the leaves are still 

green,” explains Dr 

Gichuru.
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provide trainees with a plat-

form to express their talents 

beyond the classroom. She 

highlighted the importance 

of recognizing individual 

abilities alongside techni-

cal training and reaffirmed 
the county’s commitment to 

supporting the initiative, in-

cluding facilitating top per-

formers’ participation at the 

national level.

Kaitheri Polytechnic Princi-

pal Lawrence Mugo empha-

sized the value of such plat-

forms in exposing students 

to broader opportunities and 

enhancing their personal and 

professional growth. He cred-

ited the county government 

for enabling trainees to show-

case their abilities and gain 

confidence through public 
performance.

The highlight of the festival 

was Kaitheri Polytechnic’s 

outstanding performance, in-

cluding a score of 93 percent 

in the African choral verse 

focused on raising awareness 

about illicit alcohol. The in-

stitution also scored 89 per-

cent in solo verse categories 

and 86 percent in folk dance 

celebrating Kikuyu culture. 

Student Victoria Musembi, 

who excelled in the choral 

verse category, described the 

experience as transformative 

and encouraged fellow youth 

to embrace and develop their 

talents.

Kirinyaga polytechnics have 

continued to demonstrate ex-

cellence at higher levels. In 

the previous year’s Nation-

al Music Festivals, Kaitheri 

Polytechnic secured top po-

sitions in several categories, 

while Kabingoti Polytech-

nic also performed strongly. 

These achievements reinforce 

the county’s reputation as a 

hub for both technical train-

ing and artistic development.

Overall, the festival high-

lighted the critical role of 

vocational institutions in nur-

turing well-rounded, skilled, 

and empowered youth ready 

to contribute to society.

Kirinyaga County’s voca-

tional training centres demon-

strated a vibrant blend of tal-

ent, creativity, and technical 

skill during the 2026 Coun-

ty Music Festivals, where 

Kaitheri County Polytechnic 

emerged as the overall winner. 

The one-day event brought 

together students from 16 

polytechnics, highlighting the 

growing importance of inte-

grating creative arts into vo-

cational training.

Kaitheri Polytechnic dom-

inated across multiple cate-

gories, followed by Ndiriti 

Vocational Training Centre in 

second place and Kiambatha 

Vocational Training Centre in 

third. 

The festival, held at Keru-

goya Catholic Church under 

the theme “Music and Skills 

for Sustainable Develop-

ment,” featured performances 

ranging from choral verses 

and solo presentations to cul-

tural dances. 

Beyond entertainment, the 

performances addressed key 

social issues such as illicit 

alcohol abuse and the protec-

tion of the girl child.

County Executive Commit-

tee Member for Cooperatives, 

Trade, Tourism, Marketing, 

Industrialization and Enter-

prises Development, Calbert 

Njeru, praised the initiative, 

emphasizing the county gov-

ernment’s commitment to 

nurturing both talent and 

technical skills among young 

people. 

He noted that the adminis-

tration has established an em-

powerment fund to support 

skilled youth, ensuring they 

can transition into productive 

livelihoods rather than return-

ing to unemployment.

Njeru also underscored the 

economic potential of voca-

tional training and creative 

arts, describing music as a 

powerful tool for awareness 

and social change. Acting 

Chief Officer for Education 
Rose Wanjiru Wachira echoed 

these sentiments, stating that 

the festival was designed to 

Music Festival Beyond entertainment, the performances addressed key social issues such as illicit alcohol abuse and the protection of the girl child.

Kirinyaga polytechnics showcase talent and 

skills at 2026 County Music Festival
BY MKT REPORTER

 @themtkenyatimes

Acting CECM Education Millicent Ngari with Kaitheri youth polytechnic students who won the best overall performances.

The festival, held at Ker-

ugoya Catholic Church 

under the theme “Music 

and Skills for Sustain-

able Development,” 

featured performances 

ranging from choral 

verses and solo pre-

sentations to cultural 

dances. 
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Efforts never fail. 
Its always make us to win.

Hardwork will makes you a champion. 
So try it again and again.

Failure is the stepping stone to success. 
And failures teach us a lesson. 

Even though you fail never give up. 
Because , ‘fail’ means first attempt to success.

Work hard to achieve the goals you set. 
It will make your life bright.

So keep working hard and never stop. 
And it will make you a shining star at the top.

By,
S. S. Nikshith 

VI STD 
PUMS Chinna Obulapuram 

Gummidipoondi 
Tiruvallur 

Tamilnadu, India.

I 

held my past like a quiet ache,
replaying every small mistake,

as if the pain I chose to keep
was something I deserved to reap.

I wore my guilt like borrowed skin,
trapped in the echoes deep within,

counting flaws I couldn’t erase,
afraid to meet my own embrace.

But healing whispered, soft and slow,

“Let go, dear heart… just let it go,”
not for the world to understand,
but for your soul to gently stand.

Forgive yourself, not to defend,
but give your restless mind an end,
not every wound must always stay,

some are meant to fade away.

You are not who you were before,
you’ve grown, you’ve learned, you’ve become more,

and peace won’t come from holding tight,
but from releasing what you fight.

So set it down, that silent plea,
and breathe into serenity,

for in your grace, you’ll finally see—
you were always meant to be free. 

©️Dr Daksha Udhani 
Ahmedabad

You are a chameleon—
you change according to your situations.

When you are happy,
you forget yourself.

When you are in sorrow,
you begin to worry.
Is this your mood?

Not at all.
Do not let your thoughts shift

with every mood swing.
Learn to live with the same values,

steady and grounded,
no matter what comes.

That is what makes you worthy
of this world as a whole.

Set limits in every part of your life.
Do not allow emotions

to overwhelm you,
for they can easily pull you under.

Remember this one thing:
be strong and stay constant.
Be positive and stay hopeful.

Be the kind of person
who turns every mood

into a brighter one.

BY 
ZAHETHA R 

BT ASST 
GHS PAPPANTHANGAL 

TVM DIST

Make an album and recall the happenings,
Make the day by engaging ourselves

By spending time in orphanages, 
Donating the charities, planting saplings.

Leading our life with the blessings of them 
Memories loaded and sparkling like gems.

The thoughts make us feel happy and comfortable 

Make life further, meaningful and recoverable.

We put their names to our lovable kids,
Honouring their spaces as a memory,

Keeping their wisdom and support within us.
Their hardwork and sacrifices are always 

remembered.

Rajesh Kanna B N

RAJESH KANNA .B N
M.Sc.,M.A.,M.A., B.Ed.,

PGDG&C, CELT.,
BT Asst

GMHSCHOOL,
TIRUR.

TIRUVALLUR DISTRICT.
Tamil Nadu. India
Creative Writers.

  My book wings of wonder is write by P.Hemanya .
The honestly wrote this book of poems for the 

poem in The wonder poem .
This book of poem for the poem. 

     
       The book is collection of 50 poems. 

Write an for that depth of heart. with many page 
of 

emotional Depth.
It is a journey of self experience and  art.

I am thread Tushar my own words born from daily 
reflection and intuition,
Also thoughts  Shared

in creative writers . Wings of wonder guide me ,
whispers of a soul  ,

As I proud my thoughts into 
Verse .

 P.HEMANYA 
VII 

JOHN DEWEY MAT HR SEC SCHOOL 
PANRUTI CUDDALORE DISTRICT.

In the hues of the setting sun, the world softened 
into something almost forgiving. I sat with a 
cup of tea beneath the restless canopies of 
bougainvilleas, their petals falling like quiet 

confessions. The air smelled of endings.
That was when my mind wandered—slipping past 

the present, uninvited, into a time that would 
never return.

It landed gently, almost cruelly, on what I once 
called home. A place built not of walls, but of 

people—of laughter that echoed too loudly, of 
promises spoken like they were permanent. It 

was the palest land of love, where everything felt 
infinite until it wasn’t. Where friendship blurred 

into betrayal, and trust unraveled without 
warning.

I remembered how it felt to believe. To hold on. To 
stay even when the cracks were visible.

The journey through those memories wasn’t kind. 
It never was. Faces appeared like ghosts—some 

smiling, some distant, some unrecognizable 
from who they used to be. I walked through 

conversations unfinished, apologies never spoken, 
and silences that said far too much.

Back then, every goodbye felt like a wound that 
refused to close.

But somewhere along the way, I changed.
Maybe it was the nights spent rebuilding myself 

in pieces. Maybe it was the quiet realization 
that not everything lost was meant to be found 
again. Or maybe it was simply exhaustion—from 

carrying what no longer belonged to me.
I learned.

I learned that survival doesn’t always look like 
strength. Sometimes, it looks like letting go. Like 

choosing silence over explanation. Like walking 
away without turning back.

The tea had grown cold in my hands.
Above me, the sky dimmed slowly, as if it too 

was learning how to let go of the sun. And for a 
moment, it felt like everything was falling—the 

light, the day, the past.
But I didn’t panic.

Because I knew now—when the sky falls, it 
doesn’t mean the end.

It means something else is making space to rise.
And this time, I wasn’t afraid of the dark.

ARCHITA KUMAR

Efforts never fail Softly, I set myself free

Mood 
In memory of those we have lost

Mu book wings of wonder

When the sky falls
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The Orange Democratic 

Movement’s Linda Mwanan-

chi faction has intensified its 
grassroots mobilization, with 

leaders urging supporters to 

prepare early for the 2027 

General Election. At a rally 

held at Tononoka Grounds in 

Mombasa, Siaya Governor 

James Orengo and ODM Sec-

retary-General Edwin Sifuna 

delivered a clear message: 

voter readiness and unity 

must begin now.

“Winning an election in 2027 

starts now. I want you to pre-

pare yourselves – be ready, 

be registered,” Orengo told 

the crowd, repeatedly ask-

ing attendees to confirm they 
had voter cards. He described 

the upcoming election as a 

decisive moment for Kenya, 

promising a new political di-

rection. “This time around in 

2027, there will be no stealing 

of votes. We will show up ev-

erywhere – Mombasa, Naku-

ru, Nairobi, Kisumu, Turkana 

– to ensure the will of the peo-

ple is respected,” he said.

Orengo’s remarks under-

scored the urgency of early 

organization, a theme echoed 

by Sifuna, who dismissed 

claims that the opposition 

lacks numbers. “They tell us 

we have no votes. If you have 

a vote, raise your hand,” Si-

funa said, prompting a sea of 

raised hands from the crowd. 

He unveiled a digital regis-

tration initiative linked to the 

Linda Mwananchi movement, 

encouraging attendees to sign 

up online to help quantify 

support ahead of future po-

litical activities. “We want 

you to go online and register 

so we know how many we 

are. There is a number we are 

waiting to reach, and once we 

get there, we will announce 

our next steps,” he added.

The rally highlighted ODM’s 

strategy of combining tra-

ditional mobilization with 

digital tools to strengthen its 

base. Analysts note that the 

emphasis on voter registration 

reflects lessons learned from 
past elections, where turnout 

and preparedness proved de-

cisive. By urging supporters 

to secure voter cards early, the 

party aims to avoid last-min-

ute rushes and ensure its sup-

porters are fully equipped to 

participate in the polls.

Grassroots mobilization has 

long been a cornerstone of 

ODM’s political strategy. 

The Linda Mwananchi fac-

tion, which positions itself 

as a people-centered move-

ment, has sought to re-ener-

gize supporters by focusing 

on civic responsibility and 

collective action. The Mom-

basa rally was emblematic of 

this approach, blending fiery 
speeches with practical calls 

to action.

Observers say the emphasis 

on digital registration is par-

ticularly significant. In an era 
where political mobilization 

increasingly intersects with 

technology, ODM’s move to 

quantify its support base on-

line could provide valuable 

data for future campaigns. 

It also signals a shift toward 

transparency and account-

ability, allowing the party to 

measure its reach and adjust 

strategies accordingly.

The rally also served as a 

reminder of the stakes in the 

2027 election. Orengo’s in-

sistence that “there will be no 

stealing of votes” reflects lin-

gering concerns about elector-

al integrity, a recurring theme 

in Kenya’s political discourse. 

By pledging vigilance across 

the country, ODM leaders 

sought to reassure supporters 

that their votes would count 

and that the party would be 

proactive in safeguarding de-

mocracy.

For many in attendance, the 

rally was both a call to action 

and a reaffirmation of identity. 
ODM has historically drawn 

strong support from regions 

such as Mombasa, Kisumu, 

and Nairobi, and the Tonono-

ka event reinforced the party’s 

commitment to its grassroots. 

The sea of raised hands in re-

sponse to Sifuna’s challenge 

symbolized not just numbers 

but solidarity.

Political analysts argue that 

early mobilization could prove 

critical in shaping the narra-

tive ahead of 2027. By fram-

ing voter registration as the 

foundation of victory, ODM 

is positioning itself as a par-

ty that values preparation and 

participation. This approach 

could resonate with young-

er voters, many of whom are 

increasingly engaged through 

digital platforms.

The Linda Mwananchi fac-

tion’s strategy also reflects 
broader trends in Kenyan poli-

tics, where parties are seeking 

to modernize their outreach 

while maintaining traditional 

structures. The combination 

of rallies, digital registration, 

and grassroots engagement 

suggests a hybrid model de-

signed to maximize impact.

As the rally concluded, the 

message was clear: the road 

to 2027 begins now, and every 

supporter has a role to play. 

Orengo’s call for vigilance 

and Sifuna’s push for digi-

tal registration underscored 

a shared vision of unity and 

preparedness.

The Tononoka Grounds event 

may have been one rally, but 

its implications are far-reach-

ing. It signaled a party gearing 

up for a decisive contest, de-

termined to mobilize its base 

and ensure that every vote 

is counted. For ODM sup-

porters, the rally was not just 

about speeches; it was about 

taking the first steps toward 
shaping Kenya’s political fu-

ture.

In the words of Orengo: 

“Winning starts now.” And in 

the raised hands of thousands 

of supporters, the message 

was unmistakable — readi-

ness, unity, and determination 

will define the path to 2027.

Politics Winning an election in 2027 starts now. I want you to prepare yourselves – be ready, be registered,” Orengo told the crowd.

Orengo and Sifuna urge supporters 

to register in mobilization drive
BY MKT REPORTER

 @themtkenyatimes
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Residents of Ol Kalou gath-

ered in mourning, recalling 

his accessibility and dedica-

tion. “He was always avail-

able to listen,” said one elder. 

“We have lost not just a lead-

er, but a son of the soil.”

Kiaraho’s political journey 

began in 2013 when he was 

first elected to represent Ol 
Kalou Constituency. Over the 

years, he built a reputation for 

championing infrastructure 

projects and advocating for 

rural empowerment. Constit-

uents recall his push for better 

roads, schools, and healthcare 

facilities, as well as his in-

sistence on accountability in 

government spending.

His work in Parliament 

was marked by consistency. 

On the Transport and Infra-

structure Committee, he was 

known for pressing ministries 

to deliver on road projects in 

rural areas. On the Procedure 

and House Rules Committee, 

he contributed to shaping par-

liamentary processes, ensur-

ing debates were orderly and 

rules respected.

Analysts say his death leaves 

a vacuum in Nyandarua poli-

tics, where he had become a 

stabilizing figure amid shift-
ing alliances. His ability to 

balance local concerns with 

national debates made him a 

respected voice in Parliament. 

Political observers note that 

his passing will likely trigger 

a competitive succession bat-

tle in Ol Kalou, a constituency 

that has historically played a 

pivotal role in Nyandarua’s 

political dynamics.

Beyond politics, Kiaraho was 

remembered as a family man 

and community leader. Reli-

gious leaders in Nyandarua 

praised his commitment to 

uplifting education and sup-

porting church initiatives. 

“He believed in service be-

yond politics,” said one cleric. 

“His generosity touched many 

lives.”

The coming days will see 

Parliament and the nation 

unite to pay tribute to a man 

who quietly but firmly shaped 
debates on infrastructure and 

governance. His funeral will 

be more than a farewell; it will 

be a reminder of the enduring 

impact of public service.

David Njuguna Kiaraho’s 

journey ended at Nairobi 

Hospital, but his legacy will 

live on in the roads he fought 

to build, the schools he cham-

pioned, and the principles he 

upheld. Kenya mourns a ser-

vant leader whose voice will 

echo long after his departure.

Kenya is mourning the death 

of Ol Kalou Member of Par-

liament David Njuguna Ki-

araho, who passed away 

yesterday while undergoing 

treatment at Nairobi Hospi-

tal. His death has triggered an 

outpouring of tributes from 

across the political spectrum 

and the swift formation of a 

funeral committee to oversee 

his send-off.
National Assembly Speaker 

Moses Wetang’ula confirmed 
the passing, describing Kiara-

ho as “a dedicated parliamen-

tarian who served his people 

with distinction since 2013.” 

Wetang’ula appointed Kinan-

gop MP Kwenya Thuku and 

Nyandarua Woman Represen-

tative Faith Gitau to coordi-

nate a seven-member funeral 

committee that will liaise with 

the family. “We must give 

Hon. Kiaraho a dignified fare-

well befitting his service to 
the nation,” Wetang’ula said.

Kiaraho, who was serving 

his third consecutive term, 

had become a familiar figure 
in Nyandarua politics and a 

steady voice in the Nation-

al Assembly. He sat on the 

Departmental Committee on 

Transport and Infrastructure 

as well as the Procedure and 

House Rules Committee. 

Colleagues described him as 

meticulous, pragmatic, and 

deeply committed to rural de-

velopment.

Former Deputy President 

Rigathi Gachagua paid trib-

ute, saying: “Hon. Kiaraho 

was a man of principle who 

never shied away from speak-

ing for his people. His passing 

is a great loss to Nyandarua 

and to Kenya.” President Wil-

liam Ruto echoed the senti-

ment, noting: “We have lost 

a steadfast legislator whose 

commitment to service was 

evident in his work both in 

Parliament and in his constit-

uency.”

Faith Gitau emphasized the 

committee’s role: “Our duty 

is to ensure the family is sup-

ported and that Hon. Kiaraho 

receives a dignified farewell.” 
Kwenya Thuku added: “We 

must celebrate his life by con-

tinuing the work he started.”

Grief National Assembly Speaker Moses Wetang’ula confirmed yesterday that the third-term legislator passed away while undergoing treatment at Nairobi Hospital

Ol Kalou MP David Kiaraho dies as 

parliament forms funeral committee

BY MKT Correspondent

 @themtkenyatimes

File image of Ol Kalou MP David Njuguna. Photo: Handout

National Assembly Speaker 

Moses Wetang’ula confirmed 

the passing, describing Kiara-

ho as “a dedicated parliamen-

tarian who served his people 

with distinction since 2013.” 

Wetang’ula appointed Kinan-

gop MP Kwenya Thuku and 

Nyandarua Woman Represen-

tative Faith Gitau to coordi-

nate a seven-member funeral 

committee that will liaise with 

the family. “We must give 

Hon. Kiaraho a dignified fare-

well befitting his service to the 

nation,” Wetang’ula said.
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The Independent Electoral and 

Boundaries Commission (IEBC) has 

called for urgent legislative reforms, 

adequate funding and strengthened 

stakeholder collaboration to ensure 

the 2027 General Election is con-

ducted successfully.

Speaking during a presentation on 

election preparedness, IEBC Chair-

person Erastus Ethekon noted that 

elections remain central to Kenya’s 

democratic governance and must be 

conducted in a free, fair and credible 

manner to safeguard political stabili-

ty and public trust.

“Elections are central to democracy, 

protecting citizens’ rights to vote or 

contest for office. Their credibility 
depends on being free and fair, as 

flawed elections can lead to instabili-
ty and violence,” Ethekon reiterated.

He announced that the Commission, 

which is constitutionally mandated 

to oversee elections and referenda, is 

undertaking comprehensive prepara-

tions anchored on legal, operational 

and institutional reforms.

Further, the Chairperson noted that 

Parliament plays a critical role in 

supporting the Commission’s man-

date, particularly through legislative 

review and budgetary allocation.

“We appreciate the continued en-

gagement and support of the Nation-

al Assembly in advancing Kenya’s 

democratic governance,” expressed 

Ethekon, adding that collaboration 

between institutions is key to safe-

guarding electoral integrity and pub-

lic confidence.
According to the Chairperson, the 

Commission outlined key priority 

areas ahead of the 2027 polls, includ-

ing electoral legal reforms, resource 

mobilization, stakeholder engage-

ment and boundary delimitation.

On legal reforms, Ethekon revealed 

that IEBC had initiated a review pro-

cess following previous elections to 

address gaps and inconsistencies in 

the electoral framework.

“Following the 2017 General 

Election, the Commission initiat-

ed a series of reform efforts aimed 
at strengthening Kenya’s electoral 

framework by addressing identified 
gaps, ambiguities and inconsisten-

cies,” he elaborated.

However, the Chairperson noted 

that although several reform propos-

als had been developed, most were 

not enacted before the 2022 General 

Election, underscoring the need for 

timely legislative action ahead of the 

next polls.

The Commission, he disclosed, has 

since consolidated its proposals into 

a comprehensive Election Law Re-

port, which provides a roadmap for 

future reforms and aims to enhance 

transparency and efficiency in elec-

tion management.

Ethekon further highlighted the 

importance of adequate financial 
support, warning that underfunding 

could undermine critical electoral 

processes.

He insisted that the Commission re-

quires sufficient resources to imple-

ment key activities such as voter reg-

istration, technology upgrades, voter 

education and logistics planning.

“Successful elections require col-

laboration among multiple stake-

holders beyond the IEBC,” main-

tained the Chairperson, calling on 

government agencies, political ac-

tors and development partners to 

support the Commission’s work.

On operational readiness, Ethekon 

reported the Commission is work-

ing to improve election management 

systems, including technology used 

in voter identification and results 
transmission, to enhance efficiency 
and credibility.

Similarly, he pointed out that les-

sons learnt from previous electoral 

cycles have informed ongoing re-

forms aimed at strengthening institu-

tional capacity and minimizing chal-

lenges experienced in past elections.

The Commission, he added, is also 

focusing on voter education and 

public engagement to enhance par-

ticipation and build trust in the elec-

toral process.

Therefore, Ethekon stressed that 

maintaining transparency, account-

ability and professionalism will re-

main central to the Commission’s 

approach as it prepares for the next 

General Election.

On the other hand, he also addressed 

the issue of boundary delimitation, 

stressing that the Constitution re-

quires periodic review of electoral 

boundaries within specified time-

lines.

“Articles 88 and 89 of the Consti-

tution vest the Commission with the 

responsibility to review the names, 

number and boundaries of elector-

al units,” Ethekon affirmed, adding 
that the exercise must be completed 

at least 12 months before a General 

Election.

Equally, the Chairperson reiterated 

the Commission’s commitment to 

continuous improvement and institu-

tional learning, noting that electoral 

reforms are necessary to keep pace 

with emerging challenges and evolv-

ing democratic expectations.

Elections Chairperson noted that Parliament plays a critical role in supporting the Commission’s mandate, particularly through legislative review 

IEBC calls for stakeholder support 

ahead of 2027 polls

BY MKT REPORTER

 @themtkenyatimes

IEBC officials and other stakeholders during the meeting last week.

“Elections are central 

to democracy, pro-

tecting citizens’ rights 

to vote or contest for 

office. Their credibil-

ity depends on being 

free and fair, as flawed 

elections can lead to 

instability and vio-

lence,” Ethekon reiter-

ated.
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As the U.S.-Israeli conflict with Iran 
approaches its one-month mark, the 

biggest flare-up in the Middle East in 
decades has caused widespread dev-

astation across the region and severe 

shockwaves around the globe.

Despite reports of possible talks 

between Washington and Tehran to 

halt hostilities, no substantive prog-

ress toward peace has materialized, 

as continued strikes and a military 

buildup further diminish hopes for a 

swift de-escalation.

Heavy toll

The war erupted on Feb. 28 with 

U.S.-Israeli airstrikes on Tehran and 

several other Iranian cities. Since 

then, the attacks have continued, 

targeting key Iranian military com-

mand centers, missile installations, 

energy infrastructures and nuclear 

facilities.

In response, Iran has launched 

over 80 waves of missile and drone 

strikes against Israel and U.S. mili-

tary facilities across the Middle East, 

including those in Kuwait, Bahrain, 

Qatar, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the 

United Arab Emirates. The conflict 
has resulted in heavy casualties, 

with Iranian deaths estimated at over 

1,900 and more than 24,800 injured, 

including the confirmed deaths of 
then Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, 

top security official Ali Larijani, and 
Intelligence Minister Esmaeil Khat-

ib. Israeli and U.S. forces have also 

suffered losses, with at least 19 Is-

raeli and 13 U.S. military fatalities 

reported.

Meanwhile, several other countries 

have been hit by projectiles, suffer-
ing casualties. The Gulf’s status as a 

bastion of peace and prosperity is in 

doubt. Critical energy infrastructure 

across the region has been attacked, 

with residents fleeing to safe havens 
in Southeast Asia and Europe and 

the lives of millions upended. In the 

Levant, Hezbollah fired rockets into 
Israel on March 2 in a show of sup-

port for Iran, prompting Israeli air-

strikes and a ground incursion into 

Lebanon that has reportedly killed 

1,116 people and displaced over a 

million.

In a major escalation, Iran has ef-

fectively blockaded the Strait of 

Hormuz, allowing only ships it 

considers non-hostile to pass. This 

maritime squeeze, along with dam-

age to regional energy facilities, has 

pushed oil prices higher, keeping 

Brent Crude above 100 U.S. dollars 

a barrel and up more than 50 percent 

since the war began. According to 

a recent World Trade Organization 

report, sustained high energy prices 

could reduce projected global GDP 

growth in 2026 by 0.3 percentage 

points.

No clear exit

Israel’s Channel 12 reported Tues-

day that Washington has delivered 

to Iran a 15-point plan for a month-

long ceasefire deal. Tehran, howev-

er, considers it too “excessive and 

disconnected from realities,” Iran’s 

state-run Press TV reported Wednes-

day.

Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz 

announced Friday that Israeli strikes 

on Iran “will intensify and expand to 

additional targets.”  Regional experts 

believe that while mounting regional 

and global pressure against the war 

could pave the way for a fragile, 

short-term ceasefire, a true end to the 
fighting remains a long way off, and 
the conflict risks dragging on with 
no real political settlement in sight. 

“The most likely short-term scenario 

is a limited ceasefire driven by inter-
national pressure and repositioning,” 

said Naji Ajeeb, a Sudanese conflict 
researcher. “Such a pause would be a 

tactical truce, allowing both sides to 

assess gains and prepare for further 

confrontation rather than achieving a 

comprehensive settlement.”

Kamel Mansari, editor-in-chief of 

Le Jeune Independant, a French-lan-

guage daily newspaper in Algeria, 

argues that the conflict could easi-
ly escalate into a prolonged war of 

attrition. “A cessation of hostilities 

would require each side to claim 

a symbolic ‘victory,’ which is not 

currently the case,” Mansari said. 

“If the United States and Israel do 

not cease their attacks against Iran, 

the conflict could escalate into a 
protracted asymmetric war.” In that 

case, regional players are likely 

to rely on indirect tools, including 

proxy attacks, limited strikes and 

cyber warfare, said Brigadier Pilot 

Adel Abdelkafi, security advisor to 
the Libyan High Council of State.

So far, Israel has shown the least 

interest in ending the war, with of-

ficials repeatedly opposing any po-

tential ceasefire and signaling plans 
to escalate military operations.  Is-

raeli political analyst Jonathan Lis 

observes that U.S. President Donald 

Trump’s push for a swift deal with 

Iran is heightening Israeli concerns 

over potential U.S. compromises.  

Israeli officials fear that the United 
States could show flexibility on crit-
ical issues, including Iran’s stockpile 

of highly enriched uranium, restric-

tions on its nuclear program, and 

limitations on its ballistic missile 

capabilities, Lis said.

Test for global order

Pointing to what they see as the 

United States and Israel’s disre-

gard for international law in their 

heavy-handed strikes on Iran, ana-

lysts warn that the war is ratcheting 

up regional tensions and eroding the 

world order.

Batu Coskun, an Ankara-based 

independent political analyst, cau-

tions that the war risks intensifying 

regional polarization into long-term 

bloc politics. “Even if active fight-
ing subsides, unresolved grievances 

and shifting alliances are likely to 

sow the seeds for future conflicts,” 
Coskun said. “Selective adherence 

to international norms undermines 

institutional credibility and may 

encourage similar behavior else-

where,” he said.

Mostafa Amin, an Egyptian re-

searcher on Arab and internation-

al affairs, said the war is causing a 

crisis in the international system as 

unilateral actions undermine the 

UN-based global order.”The broad-

er international system faces a pro-

found crisis as the United States 

increasingly sidelines the UN-based 

post-World War II global governance 

framework to facilitate its regional 

objectives,” Amin said. “This en-

courages a transition toward a mul-

tipolar disorder where the pursuit of 

narrow, short-sighted interests domi-

nates over international law.”

As the war rages on, there may be 

a glimmer of hope. “Calls for peace, 

particularly from countries like Chi-

na, are significant in de-escalating 
tensions and encouraging dialogue 

among the parties involved,” said 

Ayman Yousef, a professor of po-

litical science at the Arab American 

University in the West Bank. But 

achieving lasting peace will require 

more countries to join a collective 

effort to uphold an international or-
der rooted in multilateralism and 

coexistence, Yousef noted. “Ulti-

mately, achieving stability requires 

a collective international approach 

that prioritizes dialogue, respects in-

ternational frameworks, and works 

toward long-term political solu-

tions rather than short-term military 

gains,” Yousef said. 

U.S.-Israeli war with Iran The war erupted on Feb. 28 with U.S.-Israeli airstrikes on Tehran and several other Iranian cities. 

One month into U.S.-Israeli war with Iran, 

havoc with no end in sight

BY Xinhua News Agency

 @themtkenyatimes

This photo taken on March 23, 2026 shows a destroyed building in a residential area after joint U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran This photo taken on March 23, 2026 shows a destroyed building in a residential area after joint U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran 

in Tehran, Iran. in Tehran, Iran.   |  |  Photo: Xinhua/Shadati

Despite reports of 

possible talks between 

Washington and Teh-

ran to halt hostilities, 

no substantive prog-

ress toward peace has 

materialized, as con-

tinued strikes and a 

military buildup fur-

ther diminish hopes 

for a swift de-escala-

tion.
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Campus life is often romanti-

cized as a season of freedom, 

discovery and youthful love. 

Yet beneath the laughter in 

lecture halls and the chatter 

in hostels, a darker reality is 

emerging: relationship con-

flicts are pushing some Kenyan 
university students to the brink.

Recent tragedies at Maseno, 

Mount Kenya, Kisii and Mach-

akos universities have exposed 

the emotional toll of campus 

relationships gone wrong. 

From suicides linked to love 

triangles to violent disputes 

ending in death, the pattern is 

alarming. What should be a 

time of growth is, for some, be-

coming a crucible of heartbreak 

and despair.

Mental health experts warn 

that the cocktail of academ-

ic pressure, financial strain, 
peer expectations and social 

media-fueled jealousy leaves 

many students dangerously vul-

nerable. On campuses where 

relationships often define iden-

tity and social standing, break-

ups can feel catastrophic. Yet 

stigma keeps many from seek-

ing help, even when counseling 

services exist.

The consequences are not just 

personal—they ripple across 

institutions, families and com-

munities. Each tragedy is a re-

minder that universities must 

treat emotional wellbeing as 

seriously as academic achieve-

ment. Stronger counseling pro-

grams, peer mentorship and 

open conversations about men-

tal health are no longer option-

al; they are urgent.

Parents, lecturers and student 

leaders also carry responsi-

bility. Encouraging openness, 

reducing stigma and guiding 

young people through emotion-

al struggles could save lives.

Love will always be part of 

campus life. But it should nev-

er end in funerals or broken 

futures. Universities must act 

now—because silence is prov-

ing deadly.

By Kimberly Matroba, Laikip-

ia University

The Orange Democratic 

Movement (ODM), once the 

undisputed engine of Kenya’s 

opposition politics, is showing 

visible fractures that could re-

define its future. Raila Odin-

ga’s party, long synonymous 

with reform and resistance, 

now finds itself torn between 
loyalty to its founding ideals 

and the lure of political prag-

matism.

The fault lines sharpened after 

the 2018 Handshake between 

Odinga and former president 

Uhuru Kenyatta. While hailed 

nationally as a peace pact, it 

unsettled ODM’s rank and file. 
Some leaders embraced coop-

eration with government, ar-

guing it was a path to stability. 

Others saw betrayal, insisting 

ODM’s credibility rests on a 

firm opposition stance. That 
unresolved tension continues to 

gnaw at the party’s core.

Ambition has added fuel. Ris-

ing figures within ODM are 
maneuvering for succession, 

aligning themselves along re-

gional and factional interests. 

The result is a party increasing-

ly defined by rivalry rather than 
unity. For supporters, the spec-

tacle of infighting raises doubts 
about ODM’s direction and its 

ability to remain a coherent po-

litical force.

The stakes are high. ODM’s 

fragmentation risks diluting its 

influence in national politics, 
weakening its role as a coun-

terweight to government. Yet 

the party’s loyal base and his-

toric legacy still give it formi-

dable strength. Whether ODM 

can reconcile its internal con-

tradictions will determine if 

it remains a pillar of Kenya’s 

democracy—or fades into irrel-

evance.

The Orange is cracking, but 

whether it breaks apart or binds 

tighter will shape Kenya’s po-

litical landscape for years to 

come.

By Mercy Maina, Laikipia 

University

Campus life is often portrayed 

as a whirlwind of freedom, 

discovery and romance. Walk 

through lecture halls or hostels 

and it can feel as though ev-

eryone is dating. The pressure 

is real, but the truth is simple: 

being in a relationship is not a 

requirement for campus life.

For many students, indepen-

dence away from home sparks 

new friendships and emo-

tional connections. A healthy 

relationship can provide com-

panionship, motivation and 

support. Yet the idea that one 

must be in love is often driv-

en by peer pressure and social 

media, not personal readiness. 

The fear of being “left out” 

pushes some into relationships 

that are rushed, distracting or 

even toxic.

Being single, on the other 

hand, is equally valid — and 

often liberating. Campus years 

are critical for self-discovery, 

career building and personal 

growth. Without the emotion-

al demands of a relationship, 

students can focus on aca-

demics, sharpen skills and 

understand themselves better. 

Experts warn that immature 

or unhealthy relationships can 

derail studies, fuel stress and 

leave scars that last beyond 

graduation.

The choice to date should be 

personal, not a social obliga-

tion. Students who feel ready 

and can balance love with 

academics may thrive in re-

lationships. Those who prefer 

to remain single should never 

be judged. What matters is 

self-awareness and alignment 

with one’s goals.

Campus is not a contest of 

who is dating and who is not. 

It is a journey of growth. The 

best relationship any student 

can build is with themselves 

— because self-understanding 

is the foundation for every oth-

er connection in life.

By Deborah Soi, Laikipia 

University

Graduation is sold as triumph 

— the cap tossed high, the 

certificate clutched tight, the 
promise of a bright future. Yet 

for thousands of Kenyan grad-

uates, the celebration quickly 

fades into silence, replaced by 

a gnawing uncertainty: what 

comes next?

Campus life offers structure, 
identity and purpose. Lectures, 

timetables and friendships cre-

ate a rhythm that disappears 

overnight. Suddenly, gradu-

ates face a job market that is 

unforgiving. Applications pile 

up, rejections mount, and con-

fidence erodes. The myth that 
a degree guarantees success 

collides with the harsh reality 

of unemployment.

But the struggle runs deeper 

than economics. Psychologists 

describe a “quarter-life crisis” 

that grips many young people 

after graduation. Friends scat-

ter, social circles shrink, and 

social media magnifies inse-

curity as peers appear to surge 

ahead. Financial expectations 

— independence, family sup-

port, stability — only intensify 

the pressure. For many, the gap 

between dreams and reality 

breeds anxiety, frustration and 

self-doubt.

This silence around post-grad-

uation struggles is dangerous. 

Universities prepare students 

academically but rarely emo-

tionally. Career mentorship, 

practical training and candid 

conversations about life after 

campus are urgently needed. 

Society, too, must shed the il-

lusion that success is instant 

and linear. Reinvention, explo-

ration and detours are part of 

growth, not signs of failure.

Feeling lost after graduation 

is not weakness; it is the messy 

beginning of adulthood. Ken-

ya’s graduates deserve guid-

ance, not judgment. If univer-

sities and society fail to act, 

the nation risks celebrating 

degrees while burying dreams.

By Alphonce Mambo Kioko, 

Laikipia University

Broken hearts on campus

Cracks within the Orange

Is it a must to be in a 

relationship while in campus?

The unspoken struggle: Why 

many graduates feel lost after 

graduation
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Sports >>   *National men’s rugby 7s team wrapped up their HSBC Division 2 campaign in style, dismissing 

Uruguay 26-14 in the third leg at Sao Paulo on Sunday night. 

Happy ending for Shujaa at HSBC 

Division 2 in Sao Paulo after crucial 

win over Uruguay

National men’s rugby 7s team 

wrapped up their HSBC Divi-

sion 2 campaign in style, dis-

missing Uruguay 26-14 in the 

third leg at Sao Paulo on Sunday 

night. 

Having secured their slot in the 

Sevens Championships, the tie 

was a mere formality for Kevin 

‘Bling’ Wambua’s men. 

However, they meant business, 

making their intent from the get-

go from George ‘Japolo’ Ooro’s 

try in the first minute. 
Nygel Amaitsa, ever too-re-

liable with his conversions, 

stepped up to add the extras. 

Co-captain Samuel Asati then 

followed up with his first try of 
the tournament, Amaitsa failing 

to convert successfully for the 

second time. 

It proved costly as the Latin 

Americans narrowed the deficit 
through Diego Ardao’s try at the 

cusp of halftime — Francisco 

Landauer’s boot adding the ex-

tras. 

Upon the restart, the Uruguay-

ans surged ahead to add extra 

spice to the game, Ignacio Ro-

driguez going over the white 

chalk to reduce the deficit to 12-
10 before Landauer’s successful 

conversion brought the scores to 

14-12 in their favour. 

However, that was as far as any 

talk of a ‘remontada’ went as 

Shujaa wrestled control of the 

game once again. 

Festus Shiasi got his name on 

the scoreboard with his team’s 

third try in the 11th minute — 

Amaitsa redeeming himself 

with a successful conversion. 

With a minute left on the clock, 

substitute Chrisant Ojwang’ 

then went over the try line to 

leave no doubt about the result. 

A successful conversion by 

Amaitsa and Shujaa were in full 

ecstasy mode as they wrapped 

up what has been an impeccable 

campaign. 

Alongside three other sides, 

Shujaa will now face eight oth-

er teams from Division 1 in the 

Sevens Championships across 

three legs — Hong Kong, Val-

ladolid and Bordeaux. 

Capital sport

Shujaa’s David Nyagige (L) in action in Sao Paulo. PHOTO/RUGBY AFRICA
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Sports >>   *The national women’s rugby 7s side thrashed China 46-0 in a statement victory at the HSBC 

SVNS Divisions 2 in Sao Paulo yesterday evening.

Freshia stars as Lionesses crush China at 

HSBC SVNS Division 2 in Sao Paulo

The national women’s rugby 

7s side thrashed China 46-0 in 

a statement victory at the HSBC 

SVNS Divisions 2 in Sao Paulo 

yesterday evening.

The Lionesses came into the 

match and immediately set about 

tearing the Chinese at will.

Freshia Oduor put the first points 
on the scoreboard after only two 

minutes, before touching down 

on the white chalk — three min-

utes later — to make it 10-0. 

Sinaida Nyachio, who had 

missed her conversion the first 
time, made amends with a suc-

cessful one to extend their lead. 

Three minutes later, it was Janet 

‘Shebesh’ Okello’s turn to pierce 

through the Chinese’s 22 before 

going over for the third try. 

Nyachio then converted succes-

fully between the posts. 

Oduor then made it a hattrick 

of tries for herself with her third 

as Kenya went into the interval 

24-0 ahead.

It was more of the same in the 

second half, Freshia Oduor 

breaking the opponents’ resis-

tance with her fourth of the eve-

ning. 

Coach Simon Odongo then 

brought off Oduor for the tow-

ering Faith Livoi and it took 

her less than a minute to make 

her presence known, adding the 

sixth try in the 10th minute.

By now, it was a matter of how 

many and not if the Lionesses 

would walk away with the win. 

Marvel Oswago, featuring in 

her third tournament for Shujaa, 

answered the question emphati-

cally with the seventh try. 

The ever dependable boot of 

Nyachio was at it again to con-

vert succesfully and extend their 

lead.

Livoi then completed her brace 

in the dying embers of the game 

as Nyachio missed her conver-

sion — an incident that was in-

consequential as the Lionesses 

collected their biggest victory 

yet in the prestigious competi-

tion. 

Capital sport

Kenya Lionesses in action at the World Rugby 7s Division 2 Tourney. PHOTO/RUGBY AFRICA
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SOTRANE Publishers is emerging 

as a commanding voice in Africa’s 

publishing and creative industries. 

SOTRANE is positioning itself as 

a platform for stories that matter — 

for our time and for generations to 

come.

At the heart of SOTRANE’S 2026 

agenda is the inaugural FITABO 

International Book Fair, a nation-

al-to-international literary market-

place and cultural festival that will 

bring authors, publishers, educators, 

cultural institutions, government 

bodies and the public together. The 

Fair is already drawing experts to 

speak, teach and feature on panels; 

masterclasses will run across practi-

cal topics such as publishing, illus-

tration, digital publishing and rights. 

Additionally, government services  

related to publishing sector to be at 

hand. 

Remarkably, 50% of the programme 

is focused on young people, ensuring 

that the next generation of readers, 

writers and cultural entrepreneurs 

are central to the conversation.

“This Fair is not about pageant-

ry — it is about ownership,” says 

Dr. Sydney Muponda, SOTRANE 

Publishers Chief Visionary Officer.    
“We are calling on sector players to 

take a lead and own this Fair and the 

broader literary activities that fol-

low. There can be no better time than 

now to tell our stories.”

SOTRANE’s commitment extends 

far beyond a three day event. The 

company has announced a sustained 

book-drive initiative to collect and 

donate books to schools and librar-

ies, improving access and fostering a 

reading culture across communities. 

“Access to books changes lives,” Dr. 

Muponda adds. “We must invest in 

content, in people, and in systems 

that make reading possible for every 

child.”

Recognition has followed 

SOTRANE’s proactive advocacy 

and capacity building. The compa-

ny won Best Company of the Year 

in 2025 and has been acknowledged 

regionally, including recognition 

by peers in Botswana. In 2026 Dr. 

Muponda was named a Fellow of 

the Chennai International Book Fair 

for outstanding advocacy in creating 

more and better spaces for publish-

ing and literature in Zambia and the 

region, work that champion favour-

able policies and incentives for cre-

ative industries.

SOTRANE offers a full suite of 
publishing services - editing, proof-

reading, book design, printing, train-

ings - and operates an author portal 

that empowers writers to own and 

track their work. The firm’s mission 
to develop, publish and promote 

quality, content-rich Zambian and 

African literature is matched by a 

vision of building an avid audience 

of readers enriched by those works 

and values.

“For creatives to thrive we need 

solid investments in the book sec-

tor, from government, private sec-

tor partners and institutions,” Dr. 

Muponda stresses. “Show up. Invest. 

Tell the stories that define us.”
SOTRANE Publishers invites part-

ners to join the FITABO Interna-

tional Book Fair and collaborate on 

projects that support arts, heritage 

and the empowerment of creatives. 

Partnering with SOTRANE means 

investing in cultural infrastructure, 

nurturing talent and ensuring Afri-

can stories are produced, celebrated 

and sustained.

To learn more or to partner with 

SOTRANE Publishers, visit www.

sotranepublishers.com or contact 

the team at info@sotranepublishers.

com / +260 763 465 255. Together, 

we can build the platforms and poli-

cies that place African literature and 

creativity at the center of regional 

and global cultural life.

SOTRANE Publishers: Leading the Literary and Creative 

Industries in Africa

Worth Noting:

• “This Fair is not 
about pageantry — it is 
about ownership,” says 
Dr. Sydney Muponda, 
SOTRANE Publishers Chief 
Visionary Officer.    “We are 
calling on sector players to 
take a lead and own this Fair 
and the broader literary ac-
tivities that follow. There can 
be no better time than now 
to tell our stories.”
• SOTRANE’s commit-
ment extends far beyond a 
three day event. The compa-
ny has announced a sus-
tained book-drive initiative 
to collect and donate books 
to schools and libraries, im-
proving access and fostering 
a reading culture across com-
munities. “Access to books 
changes lives,” Dr. Muponda 
adds. “We must invest in 
content, in people, and in 
systems that make reading 
possible for every child.”
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