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The measure passed on Wednesday by a margin of 215 votes to 208, a
result that required four Republicans to break with their party and side
with a united Democratic bloc

US-Iran war

US House votes to restrict Trump’s Iran
war powers in rare bipartisan rebuke:

Four Republicans break ranks as Congress challenges the president’s authority to
wage an undeclared war that has driven up fuel prices, destabilised the Gulf and

tested the limits of executive power

The United States House of
Representatives has passed a
resolution seeking to curtail
President Donald Trumps
military authority over Iran,
delivering the most signifi-
cant congressional challenge
yet to a conflict that began in
February and has drawn the
country into its most con-
sequential Middle Eastern
confrontation in a generation
— one that has closed a vital
global waterway, pushed fuel
prices to painful highs and re-
vived a constitutional debate
about who, in America, truly
holds the power to make war.
The measure passed on
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Vatican in Madrid:
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Zelensky calls for face-to-face talks with
Putin in renewed push for peace deal
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Sulphuric Acid and Lead from Used Car Batteries in Ghana’s Soil

The trailer had broken down in the
middle of a major highway in the
southern part of Ghana.

Drivers honked impatiently as traf-
fic piled up behind it. Among those
called to the scene was Agya Appiah
(not his real name), a veteran me-
chanic who has spent nearly four de-

cades working with vehicle batteries
in one of Ghana’s busiest automobile
repair hubs.

After inspecting the wvehicle, he
traced the problem to its two 24-volt
batteries.

“The heads were torn,” he recalled.
He removed the batteries and trans-

ported them to his workshop for
repairs, a routine task he has per-
formed countless times over the
years. Yet before touching any dam-
aged battery, he follows a ritual born
out of experience and fear.

“Before I open any battery, whether
diesel or petrol, I first fetch water

and put it beside me as a precaution-
ary measure. I do this because some
batteries can explode and burn your
entire skin,” he said.
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Senegal enacts law doubling jail terms for same-sex

relations

New legislation criminalises promotion and funding of homosexuality, drawing swift condemnation from
rights groups and Western governments

By: Norman Mwale
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

. A government
official, speaking to local
media after the signing,
defended the move as a
matter of national iden-
tity. “This law protects
our cultural and religious
values,’ the official said.
“The people of Senegal
have spoken clearly on
this matter.”

. The legislation
passed through Senegal’s
National Assembly last
month after months of
debate. Lawmakers who
backed the bill argued it
reflects genuine public
sentiment in a country
where Islam is the dom-
inant religion and where
traditional and religious
leaders carry considerable
political weight. “We are
legislators elected by the
people, and the people
reject the imposition of
foreign lifestyles,” one MP
told the chamber during
the parliamentary session,
according to reports from
Dakar.

Senegalese President Bas-
sirou Diomaye Faye has
signed into law legislation
that doubles the maximum
prison term for same-sex
relations to ten years, while
extending criminal liability
to anyone accused of pro-
moting or financing homo-
sexuality — a move that has
drawn immediate condem-
nation from human rights
organisations across the
world.

The law, signed this week,
increases both prison terms
and fines, broadens the defi-
nition of related offences
and introduces new penal-
ties for promoting or fund-
ing same-sex relationships.
It continues to classify such
acts as misdemeanours
rather than felonies, but the
practical effect is stark. Un-
til now, Senegal’s penal code
punished “an improper or
unnatural act with a person
of the same sex” with up to
five years in prison. That
ceiling has now been dou-
bled.

A government official,
speaking to local media
after the signing, defend-
ed the move as a matter of
national identity. “This law
protects our cultural and
religious values,” the official
said. “The people of Senegal
have spoken clearly on this
matter”

The legislation passed
through Senegal’s National
Assembly last month after
months of debate. Law-
makers who backed the
bill argued it reflects gen-
uine public sentiment in
a country where Islam is
the dominant religion and
where traditional and re-
ligious leaders carry con-
siderable political weight.
“We are legislators elected
by the people, and the peo-
ple reject the imposition of
foreign lifestyles,” one MP
told the chamber during
the parliamentary session,
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according to reports from
Dakar.

Rights groups moved quick-
ly to condemn the law. Am-
nesty International's West
and Central Africa office
said the legislation “insti-
tutionalises discrimination
and puts LGBT people at
even greater risk of arrest,
harassment and violence” A
Dakar-based activist, who
asked not to be named for
security reasons, was more
blunt. “This is not about
culture;” the activist said. “It
is about criminalising exis-
tence. People will be forced
deeper into hiding”

The new statute goes fur-
ther than simply criminal-
ising sexual acts between
people of the same sex. It
creates specific offences for
anyone who “promotes,
funds or facilitates” same-
sex relations — a clause that
activists fear will be used to
target non-governmental
organisations,  healthcare
workers and journalists.
Penalties for those offenc-
es were not detailed in the
governments initial release,
but are understood to carry
heavy fines and custodial
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sentences.

Senegal has long main-
tained that homosexuality
runs contrary to its cul-
tural and religious norms,
though prosecutions under
the previous law were spo-
radic. The tougher measures
represent a meaningful
hardening of policy under
President Faye, who came
to power in April 2024 on a
platform of sovereignty and
social conservatism. Since
taking office, he has con-
sistently positioned himself
as a guardian of what his
administration describes as
Senegalese values against
external pressure.
Diplomatic reaction was
swift. Several Western gov-
ernments expressed con-
cern, with one European
foreign ministry spokes-
person noting that “laws
that criminalise consensual
same-sex conduct violate
international human rights
obligations” The United
States State Department
has previously imposed visa
restrictions on foreign of-
ficials deemed responsible
for undermining human
rights, though no specific
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measures have been an-
nounced in relation to Sen-
egal at this stage.

The regional context is sig-
nificant. Uganda enacted
its sweeping Anti-Homo-
sexuality Act in 2023, a law
that caused an internation-
al uproar and triggered the
suspension of some donor
funding. Ghana’s parliament
has passed a similar bill that
is still awaiting presidential
assent. Senegal’s law stops
short of the death penalty,
which Uganda’s legislation
controversially introduced
in aggravated cases, but it
places Dakar among the
countries operating some
of the strictest legal regimes
on the continent regarding
same-sex conduct.

The Senegalese government
has not confirmed exactly
when the law will take ef-
fect, though a presidential
signature typically leads to
promulgation within days.
Legal challenges are wide-
ly expected. “We will test
this law in the courts,” said
a lawyer with a Dakar civil
liberties group. “Senegal is
a signatory to the African
Charter on Human and

POURLES RELATIONS

Peoples’ Rights. This law
cannot stand”

Whether those challeng-
es succeed remains to be
seen. Courts across the re-
gion have proven reluctant
to strike down legislation
on such grounds when it
carries popular and polit-
ical backing. In the mean-
time, the effects on LGBT
Senegalese are likely to be
immediate and deeply per-
sonal — a community al-
ready operating largely out
of public view now faces a
legal landscape that is mea-
surably more hostile.

For now, the statute sends
a message that goes beyond
its specific provisions. In a
region where debates over
sovereignty, identity and
human rights are increas-
ingly charged, Dakar has
placed itself firmly on one
side of that argument. As
one opposition MP who
voted against the bill put it
on the floor of the National
Assembly: “Today we leg-
islated fear. Tomorrow we
will count the cost”

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP TEAM

Associate Publisher & Senior
Editor UK & G. Britain
Shamlal Puri, London

E: media@adlinki S -

Senior Editor Botswana & S.
Paula.O0.M Otukile
Africa Plot 15215, Tshikinyega,

Mahal

Sakshi Agrawal

(advertising inquiries only)
shamlalpuri4@gmail.com
(editorial)

Phone 0044 330 606 1438.
WhatsApp 00447432220184

P.0 Box 20392 Mahalap
Tel/WhatsApp:

+267 77 458 029
Email: paula200500293@
gmail.com

pye, Botswana

Code: 842001

gmail.com

Senior Editor India & Asia

10, Balughat Main Road,
Near Shubham Poultry Farm,
Muzaffarpur, Bihar, India. Pin

Senior Editor India & Asia
Nilanjana sarkar

Red Carpet Vogue
Tel/WhatsApp:

+91 95936 49888

Email: thequidditchink@gmail.com

Tel/WhatsApp: +91 74882 30902
Email: agrawalsakshi684@




TJIIJB Diaspora Times Glbal Qe ires e

NEXT GENERATION CLASSIFY

“ONE-STOP NATIONAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY"”

“ALL BUSINESSES
ONE PLATFORM”

SCAN TO REGISTER

Contact Us:

+254 720 918 828 / +254 713 318 438
+254 706 237 040 / +254 724 613 401

business@exponentialinternational.com

For All your Advertisement needs
Email: ads@mountkenyatimes.co.ke
diasporaglobalnews@yahoo.com / diasporaglobalnews@gmail.com
FacebooK: https://www.facebook.com/DiasporaGlobal

Twitter: https://twitter.com/DiasporaGloball
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/diaspora-global-1a15ab210/
Intagram: @DiasporaGloball, TikTok: @DiasporaGlobal
YouTube: Diaspora Global




DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL

SAT-FRI: June 7 - June 13, 2026

The Diaspora Times GlEdbal

DIASPORA NEWS

JA Africa delivers 1.6 million learning experiences
in a year, marking twelvefold growth in five years

By: Diaspora Times Team
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

----------------------------------------------

Junior Achievement Africa has de-
livered more than 1.6 million learn-
ing experiences in a single financial
year, its annual impact report shows,
capping a five-year run that has
transformed the organisation from
a modest continental presence into
the fastest-growing member of the
global JA Worldwide network.

The figures, released in Accra on 5
June 2026, cover the fiscal year end-
ed 30 June 2025. JA Africa record-
ed 1,637,137 learning experiences
in that period — more than twelve
times the 131,260 it delivered in
FY2021. Across the full five years,
the organisation has reached young
people with a cumulative 4,269,881
learning experiences spanning en-
trepreneurship, financial literacy,
work readiness, STEM and sustain-
ability, operating across 23 African
countries compared to just 12 when
the cycle began.

The report closes what JA Africa
called its “Boundless” strategic cy-
cle, a five-year framework devel-
oped in partnership with Accenture
and built around four pillars: Accel-
erate Digital, Empower the Under-
served, Cultivate Partnerships and
Strengthen OneJA. The growth it
documents — from 200,000 learn-
ing experiences a year in a dozen
countries to more than 1.5 million
across nearly two dozen — was not
accidental. It was the product of de-
liberate investment in governance
structures, digital infrastructure and
what the organisation describes as a
shared culture of execution.

Simi Nwogugu, President and CEO
of JA Africa, was careful to frame
the numbers in those terms. “Scale
was never the goal in itself — im-
pact was,” she said. “What stands
out most is not only how much we

have grown, but how intentionally
we have grown”

That intentionality is perhaps most
visible in the Social Equity Program,
supported by the Z Zurich Founda-
tion, which was designed to reach
young people not in education, em-
ployment or training — a population
that standard youth programming
often misses entirely. In FY2025, the
programme did not merely meet its
targets; it surpassed them compre-
hensively. It delivered learning ex-
periences to 53,970 young people
across seven countries, reaching 115
per cent of its set target, and ran 476
bootcamps — double the number
originally projected.

The results beyond the training
rooms were equally striking. Some
554 participants launched social en-
terprises tackling real community
problems including water scarcity,
malnutrition, waste management
and climate vulnerability. Another
1,006 graduates secured employ-
ment within six months of complet-
ing the programme. Through enter-
prises created by SEP participants,
521 additional jobs were generated,
and 3,618 social impact projects
were designed by young people
who, not long before, had no for-
mal pathway into economic life. In
Burkina Faso, the momentum pro-
duced something more durable still:
a formalised three-year partnership
between JA Africa and the Ministry
of Youth and Entrepreneurship Pro-
motion, a signal that national gov-
ernments are beginning to see youth
entrepreneurship education not as a
donor-funded add-on but as a poli-
cy priority worth owning.

The organisation’s Digital Entrepre-
neurship Education Programme,
known as JA DEEP and launched
with Citi Foundation support be-
fore being upgraded with Z Zurich
Foundation backing, posted its
highest-ever participation figures
this year. Some 66,546 young peo-
ple completed core modules, with
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women accounting for more than
half of all participants — a statistic
that carries weight in a continent
where girls and young women are
disproportionately excluded from
economic opportunity. More than
2,000 participants went on to pitch
business ideas formally or transition
into internships and apprentice-
ships.

One graduate’s story captures the
programme’s potential in human
terms. Mohammed Salim Suleiman,
a JA DEEP alumnus in Tanzania,
used his entrepreneurship training
to build Akili Hub LMS, a digital
learning platform designed for sec-
ondary school students. He was sub-
sequently selected for the Master-
card Foundation EdTech Fellowship
2025 — a recognition that places
him among a cohort of Africa’s most
promising education technology in-
novators.

The breadth of institutional sup-
port underpinning JA Africa’s work

Illustration of leraners in class

is substantial. The Z Zurich Foun-
dation, ExxonMobil Foundation,
Prudence Foundation, the Project
Management Institute Educational
Foundation, Delta Air Lines, Boe-
ing, FedEx, Johnson & Johnson and
the Citi Foundation are among the
partners whose sustained invest-
ment has made the numbers possi-
ble. The Citi Foundation merits par-
ticular note: this year marks three
decades of partnership with JA Af-
rica, a thirty-year relationship that
has shaped countless entrepreneur-
ial journeys across the continent and
stands as one of the longer-running
commitments to African youth de-
velopment in corporate philanthro-
py-

What the FY2025 report ultimately
documents is an organisation that
has moved well beyond proving
its concept. JA Africa is no longer
asking whether entrepreneurship
and financial education can be de-
livered at scale across a diverse and
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logistically complex continent. The
answer, the numbers suggest, is em-
phatically yes. The question now is
what the next strategic cycle looks
like — and whether the systems,
partnerships and institutional trust
built during “Boundless” can carry
the organisation to the next level of
reach and depth.

For the 1.6 million young Africans
who passed through JA programmes
in FY2025 alone, that question is less
abstract than it might seem. Many of
them are now running businesses,
holding jobs that did not exist be-
fore they joined a bootcamp, or de-
signing solutions to problems their
communities have lived with for
generations. The architects of Afri-
ca’s future, it turns out, were already
there. They just needed a door.
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The Jewelry Of Uzbekistan Prose: My Favorite
Author - Abdulla Qahhor

By: Xudayberganova Diana
Vladimirovna
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

In every national literature, there
are such figures who, with their
creativity, not only demonstrate the
existence of the language, but also
become a mirror of the nation, the
people. For me, such a high peak
and favorite creator in Uzbek litera-
ture is the word artist Abdulla Qah-
hor. It is difficult not to love a writer,
every reader who reads his works is
involuntarily fascinated by his sharp
pen, sincerity and courage.

When we think of Abdulla Qahhor,
we first of all think of unparalleled
examples of Uzbek storytelling. It is
not for nothing that he is called the
“Uzbek Chekhov”. The writer’s skill

By: Otanazarova Mehriniso Abdu-
sharif
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Where is the dearest, most valuable
and most sacred place for a person
in the world? Everyone can answer
this question differently. Someone
mentions their homeland, someone
the street where they spent their
childhood, and someone else the
place where their dreams came true.
But there is one truth that unites all
the answers: a person’s true happi-
ness begins with the family. That is
why the family is a fortress of hap-
piness.When we think of a fortress,
we imagine strong walls, reliable
protection and peace of mind. The
family is also such a fortress that
protects the human soul from vari-
ous worries, trials and cold winds of
life. Although the fierce flow of life
continues outside, a person feels saf-
est and happiest when he returns to
the bosom of the family.

The family is the first destination of
the human soul. A person first of all
gets to know the world through the
family, learns to distinguish good
from evil in the family. Therefore,
the environment in the family di-

is that he was able to fit the entire
human destiny, the painful points
of society and the tragedy of the era
into a tiny story of just two or three
pages.

« Turobjon’s helplessness in the sto-
ry “Pomegranate” and the social
inequality hidden behind a pome-
granate;

« Scenes of prejudice, poverty and
despair in “The Patient”;

o The ugly face of colonialism
through the tragedy of Qabil Baba
in the story “The Thief”..

When reading these works, one does
not read them, but lives with those
characters, suffers. Qahhor was a
writer who did not waste words.
Each of his sentences shines like a
diamond, directed with jewelery
precision.

The most attractive aspect of Ab-
dulla Qahhor’s work is its uncom-
promising truthfulness. The era in
which he lived coincided with the
most repressive and ideologically
rigid Soviet regime. He did not fit
into these molds. Whether it’s his
story “Sinchalak’, the novel “Mi-
rage” or the comedy “Sounds from
the Coffin’, they all open up human
freedom, bureaucracy and falsity in
society like a surgeon’s knife.

“Literature is stronger than an atom,
but its power should not be spent on
splitting wood” — Abdulla Qahhor
Following this advice of the writer,
he never sacrificed his creativity for
cheap slapstick or lofty slogans. He
wrote about the pain of his people,
striving to open the eyes of the na-
tion.

I love this writer for the beauty of
language and uniqueness of charac-
ter. The heroes he created are not fic-
tion, they still walk among us today.
The language in his works is a living
treasure that proves how rich, juicy
and sharp our native language is.

In todays age of rapid informa-
tion, the works of Abdulla Qahhor
bring peace to the soul like a breath
of fresh air. He teaches us to write
briefly, to think concisely, and most
importantly, to remain human in
any situation.

Abdulla Qahhor is a great master
who raised Uzbek national prose
to the level of world standards. His
legacy has stood the test of time and
will take a deep place in the hearts
of the new generation of writers. The
writer I love is eternally alive with
his works.
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My Favorite Author — Abdulla Qahhor “T5%
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Fortress of happiness

rectly affects the fate of the child, his
future successes and his place in so-
ciety. Children who grow up in fam-
ilies where love and respect reign,
usually grow up to be responsible,
patriotic, and spiritually mature
people.

From the very first moments of their
birth, a child is immersed in the
ocean of love and affection of the
family. The love of the mother, the
love of the father, and the prayers
of grandparents plant the seeds of
goodness in their hearts. It is in this
place that a person begins to un-
derstand the value of good and evil,
black and white, honesty and justice.
Therefore, the family is not only a
source of happiness, but also the first
school of human perfection.

In today’s fast-paced world, technol-
ogy is becoming an integral part of
our lives. However, even the most
modern devices cannot replace the
love of parents, sincere conversa-
tions, and family affection. Because
the human heart lives with love.
And where there is no love, happi-
ness does not last long.

Especially in the upbringing of the
younger generation, the role of the
family is incomparable. A child
learns more from their way of life
than from the advice of their par-
ents. Therefore, every parent is not
only a teacher for their child, but
also a role model.

Young people who grow up in fam-
ilies where a healthy environment
prevails will become the pillars of
society in the future.

Today, let each of us look at our own

family. Aren't the blessings of our
parents, the joy of our children, the
loving glances of our loved ones the
greatest wealth given to us? Material
blessings are temporary, but family
love and loyalty are the light that il-
luminates the human heart through-
out life. Therefore, there is no need
to look for happiness from afar. It
knocks on our door every day, it
lives with us in our family circle. Ap-
preciating, preserving and strength-
ening it is the most important task
of every person. After all, when the
family is strong, society is strong.
When the family is happy, the future
is bright.

May families that are the bastions of
happiness increase, and may their
lamps full of love and affection nev-
er go out!
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Happiness Behind Hardships: The Journey of an

‘

By: Rahimberdiyeva Shohzodabonu

Umrbek
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Noting:

. These words be-
came a painful part of her
childhood. Many relatives
and even family members
believed that investing in a
girl’s education was un-
necessary. They saw little
value in her dreams and
ambitions. As a result, she
was not given the same
educational opportunities
that many children deserve.
However, there was one
person who never stopped
believing in her—her moth-
er.

. Her mother became
her greatest supporter,
encouraging her to continue
learning despite all obsta-
cles. When the family later
moved to another city and
eventually settled in the
capital, new opportunities
began to appear. For the
first time, she found herself
surrounded by better educa-
tional resources and a more
inspiring environment. She
studied harder than ever
before.

. While others slept,
she stayed awake read-

ing books, improving her
skills, and preparing for her
future. Days turned into
months, and months into
years of relentless effort.
There were moments when
she felt exhausted and
questioned whether all her
efforts would ever pay off.
Watching others advance
more quickly, she sometimes
wondered if she was falling
behind.

Success is rarely born in
comfort. Behind every
achievement lies a story of
struggle, sacrifice, and per-
severance. This is the story
of an ordinary Uzbek girl
who turned her difficul-
ties into opportunities and
proved that determination
can change a person’s desti-
ny.

Born into a large family with
several daughters, she was
the eldest child. Instead of
receiving  encouragement,
she often heard words that
hurt her deeply.“If only you
had been a boy, you could
have supported the family
financially”

These words became a pain-
ful part of her childhood.
Many relatives and even
family members believed
that investing in a girl’s ed-
ucation was unnecessary.
They saw little value in her
dreams and ambitions. As a
result, she was not given the
same educational opportu-
nities that many children
deserve. However, there
was one person who never
stopped believing in her—
her mother.

Her mother became her
greatest  supporter, en-
couraging her to continue
learning despite all obsta-
cles. When the family later
moved to another city and
eventually settled in the
capital, new opportunities
began to appear. For the
first time, she found herself
surrounded by better educa-
tional resources and a more
inspiring environment. She
studied harder than ever be-
fore.

While others slept, she
stayed awake reading books,
improving her skills, and
preparing for her future.
Days turned into months,
and months into years of
relentless effort.There were
moments when she felt ex-
hausted and questioned
whether all her efforts would
ever pay off. Watching oth-
ers advance more quickly,
she sometimes wondered if
she was falling behind.

Yet every challenge became
a lesson, and every failure
became a source of strength.
Instead of allowing difficul-
ties to discourage her, she
used them as motivation to
work even harder. She un-
derstood that success is not
measured by how quickly
one reaches a destination,
but by the courage to con-
tinue moving forward de-
spite setbacks.

Eventually, she was admit-
ted to a university in her
hometown region. Although
it was not the prestigious
institution she had once

- ~Happiness Behindi
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The Journey

imagined, she embraced the
opportunity with gratitude
and determination. Soon,
she realized that university
was not only a place to gain
knowledge—it was a gate-
way to countless possibili-
ties.Her academic excellence
earned her a scholarship,
easing the financial burden
on her family. She actively
participated in educational,
cultural, and social events,
becoming one of the most
engaged students on cam-
pus. Her enthusiasm and
leadership inspired many of
her peers.

Remarkably, from her very
first year at university, she
began teaching in a learning
center related to her field
of study. Sharing knowl-
edge with others strength-
ened her own expertise and
helped her achieve financial
independence at a young
age.

Yet she did not stop there.

She understood that lan-
guage is a bridge to the
world. Therefore, she devot-
ed herself to learning for-

L

eign languages. Every new
language opened another
door to global opportuni-
ties. Through discipline and
continuous  self-improve-
ment, she earned the chance
to study abroad. Moving to
another country was not
easy. She had to adapt to
a new culture, a different
educational system, and
unfamiliar ~ surroundings.
Nevertheless, the same de-
termination that had guid-
ed her throughout her life
helped her overcome ev-
ery challenge. Abroad, she
achieved what once seemed
impossible. She worked with
internationally recognized
companies, gained valuable
professional experience,
and traveled to places she
had only dreamed of visit-
ing as a child. Each journey
broadened her perspective
and strengthened her con-
fidence.As the years passed,
her achievements began to
change the attitudes of those
around her. The same peo-
ple who once doubted her
abilities started to admire
her determination and ac-
complishments. She became

s
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of an Uzbek Girl
Who Refused to Give Up

a role model for her younger
sisters and for many young
girls in her community.
Through her example, she
showed that education is
one of the most powerful
tools for transforming lives
and creating opportunities.
Beyond academic success
and professional growth,
she never forgot her roots.
Whenever possible, she
shared her experiences with
students from small towns
and villages, encouraging
them to dream bigger and
believe in their potential.
She wanted others to under-
stand that a person’s back-
ground does not define their
future. What truly matters
is the willingness to learn,
grow, and persevere.

Today, she stands as a sym-
bol of resilience and hope.
The girl who was once told
that she should have been
born a boy has proven that
talent, intelligence, and de-
termination know no gen-
der. Her success was not the
result of luck but of years
of hard work, courage, and
unwavering belief in herself.
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For countless young women
across Uzbekistan and be-
yond, her journey serves as
a reminder that dreams are
worth pursuing. No matter
how many barriers stand in
the way, determination and
education can open doors
that once seemed impossi-
ble to reach. Her life is living
proof that happiness is often
found on the other side of
hardship.

Her story teaches us a pow-
erful lesson: hardships are
not barriers; they are step-
ping stones. Sometimes the
road to happiness is long
and difficult, but those who
refuse to give up eventually
discover that their great-
est struggles become the
foundation of their greatest
achievements.

This Uzbek girl's journey
reminds us that dreams do
come true when they are
supported by perseverance,
education, and faith in one’s
potential.
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US House votes to restrict Trump’s Iran war powers in rare bipartisan rebuke:

Four Republicans break ranks as Congress challenges the president’s authority to
wage an undeclared war that has driven up fuel prices, destabilised the Gulf and
tested the limits of executive power

By: Diaspora Times Team
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. “The passage of this
measure today signals a
significant turning point,”
Meeks said after the vote.
“More and more Republi-
cans are listening to their
constituents who do not
want another open-ended
war in the Middle East.” The
phrase “open-ended” was
deliberate. It is the phrase
that haunts American for-
eign policy from Iraq and
Afghanistan, the phrase that
turns public support into
exhaustion, and the phrase
that Republican strategists
running competitive House
races in 2026 are acutely
aware of.

. The conflict that
prompted the resolution
began on 28 February,
when the United States and
Israel launched coordinat-
ed strikes against Iranian
military and nuclear infra-
structure. The operation had
been months in the mak-
ing, shaped by intelligence
assessments that Tehran
was approaching a critical
threshold in its nuclear de-
velopment programme, and
executed with the kind of
precision that left little am-
biguity about intent. Iran’s
response, however, was
broader and more damaging
to the regional order than
many in Washington had
anticipated.

Wednesday by a margin of
215 votes to 208, a result
that required four Repub-
licans to break with their
party and side with a unit-
ed Democratic bloc. It was
a narrow victory, but polit-
ically it was anything but
small. In a House where Re-
publican loyalty to Trump
has been near-absolute since
he returned to the White
House, the defection of even
a handful of members on a
matter as grave as war pow-
ers carries a weight that the
raw numbers alone do not
convey. Majorities in the
House of Representatives
have been built and broken
on slimmer margins, but
few votes in recent memory
have carried this particular
combination of constitu-
tional gravity and political
risk for those who cast them.
The resolution marks the
fourth attempt by the House
to rein in Trumps prose-
cution of military action
against Iran — action that
critics across party lines
argue has been conducted
without the formal congres-
sional authorisation that the
United States Constitution
requires for a declaration
of war. The previous three
attempts had failed, each
time falling just short or
collapsing before a full floor
vote. This one did not, and
the shift in mood it reflects
is being watched closely in
Washington, in Gulf capi-
tals, and in Tehran.

The  Republicans  who
crossed the floor were
Thomas Massie of Ken-
tucky, Brian Fitzpatrick of
Pennsylvania, Tom Barrett

of Michigan and Warren
Davidson of Ohio. Each rep-
resents a different strand of
Republican unease with the
direction of the conflict —
Massie from a principled
libertarian  scepticism of
foreign military entangle-
ments, Fitzpatrick from a
moderate suburban district
where the politics of endless
war play badly, Davidson
and Barrett from a more
traditional conservative
conviction that the Consti-
tution means what it says
about the separation of war
powers. On the Democratic
side, Jared Golden of Maine
— who had voted against
similar measures in the
past, reflecting the instincts
of a conservative-leaning
district — added his name
to the resolution this time,
a signal that the politics of
the Iran conflict are shifting
even among those who had
previously given the admin-
istration room to manoeu-
vre.

Barrett, speaking to report-
ers after the vote, was direct
about his reasoning and
notably untroubled by the
prospect of consequences.
“Congress alone declares
war — that's something
certainly we need to be pro-
tective of he said. Asked
whether he feared reprisals
from a president with a long
memory and a well-doc-
umented intolerance for
disloyalty, Barrett did not
flinch. “I vote my conscience
for what I think is right and
am willing to accept that” It
was a measured statement,
almost understated in its
delivery, but in the context

US-Iran war

of Trump-era Republican
politics — where crossing
the president has ended ca-
reers and triggered primary
challenges — it amounted
to something considerably
more than routine dissent.
Representative Gregory
Meeks, the senior Democrat
on the House Foreign Affairs
Committee and a co-spon-
sor of the resolution, was
considerably less restrained.
He described the outcome
as “a significant bipartisan
rebuke of President Trump’s
illegal and costly war in Iran
and the first step toward
ending it once and for all”
Meeks argued methodically
that the administration had
failed on every front: it had
not achieved the war’s stated
objectives, it had driven fuel
prices higher for American
consumers, and it had made
a negotiated resolution of
Iran’s nuclear programme —
the original justification for
military pressure — consid-
erably harder to reach. The
strikes, he argued, had not
weakened Iran’s strategic
position so much as hard-
ened its posture and pro-
vided its government with
a nationalist rallying point
it could not have manufac-
tured on its own.

“The passage of this mea-
sure today signals a signifi-
cant turning point,” Meeks
said after the vote. “More
and more Republicans are
listening to their constitu-
ents who do not want an-
other open-ended war in
the Middle East” The phrase
“open-ended” was delib-
erate. It is the phrase that
haunts American foreign

policy from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, the phrase that
turns public support into
exhaustion, and the phrase
that Republican strategists
running competitive House
races in 2026 are acutely
aware of.

The conflict that prompted
the resolution began on 28
February, when the United
States and Israel launched
coordinated strikes against
Iranian military and nuclear
infrastructure. The opera-
tion had been months in the
making, shaped by intelli-
gence assessments that Teh-
ran was approaching a crit-
ical threshold in its nuclear
development programme,
and executed with the kind
of precision that left lit-
tle ambiguity about intent.
Iran’s response, however,
was broader and more dam-
aging to the regional order
than many in Washington
had anticipated.

Tehran struck Israel and
US-allied states in the Gulf,
targeting military installa-
tions and, in several cases,
civilian-adjacent infrastruc-
ture. More consequentially
still, Iran moved to close
the Strait of Hormuz — the
narrow, strategically indis-
pensable waterway between
the Omani coast and Iran
through which roughly a
fifth of the world’s oil sup-
ply passes on any given day.
The closure sent immediate
shockwaves through energy
markets. Oil prices surged.
Shipping insurance rates
spiked. Tanker operators re-
routed vessels on journeys
thousands of miles longer,
adding costs that rippled

through supply chains from
Asia to Europe. At petrol
stations across the United
States, the numbers on the
pumps went up, and they
have not come fully back
down.

By April, Washington had
escalated further, announc-
ing a naval blockade on
vessels travelling to or from
Iran’s coastline — a step that
transformed what had be-
gun as a military confronta-
tion into an economic siege,
with legal and diplomatic
implications that scholars
of international law are still
working through. An ini-
tial ceasefire agreement was
reached on 8 April, offering
a brief window of cautious
optimism. Diplomats in sev-
eral capitals described it as
fragile but functional. With-
in weeks, it had effectively
broken down.

In the days immediately pre-
ceding Wednesday’s House
vote, the United States car-
ried out fresh strikes on
Iranian territory. Tehran
responded by launching at-
tacks on Kuwait, a US ally
whose government had
carefully maintained a pos-
ture of studied neutrality
in the hope of being spared
exactly this kind of entan-
glement. The attacks on
Kuwaiti territory changed
the calculus for several Gulf
states, deepening anxiety
in Riyadh, Abu Dhabi and
Doha about where the con-
flict’s boundaries actually lie
and whether Washington’s

Contd Page 11
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Worth
Noting:

. Trump, speaking

to reporters at the White
House on Wednesday morn-
ing, before the House vote
had concluded, offered his
characteristically expansive
account of the situation.
“We hit them pretty hard the
night before, and actually
last night,” he said, referring
to the most recent Ameri-
can strikes inside Iran. He
appeared untroubled by the
sequence of events. “Some
people would say they were
slightly provoked because
we took a strong action for

a different reason, so they
were reciprocating.” It was a

formulation that acknowl-
edged Iranian retaliation
while declining to assign

it any particular strategic
significance.

. He was more mea-
sured when the conversation
turned to diplomacy. Most
members of his administra-
tion, he said, were hoping to
bring the conflict to a close
through a negotiated agree-
ment rather than continued
military escalation. “In
theory they’re pretty close
to signing a paper,” Trump
said, referring to Iranian
and American negotiators.

assurances of protection re-
main credible.

Trump, speaking to report-
ers at the White House on
Wednesday morning, before
the House vote had conclud-
ed, offered his characteristi-
cally expansive account of
the situation. “We hit them
pretty hard the night before,
and actually last night he
said, referring to the most
recent American strikes in-
side Iran. He appeared un-
troubled by the sequence of
events. “Some people would
say they were slightly pro-
voked because we took a
strong action for a different
reason, so they were recipro-
cating” It was a formulation
that acknowledged Iranian
retaliation while declining
to assign it any particular
strategic significance.

He was more measured
when the conversation
turned to diplomacy. Most
members of his administra-
tion, he said, were hoping to
bring the conflict to a close
through a negotiated agree-
ment rather than contin-
ued military escalation. “In
theory theyre pretty close
to signing a paper; Trump
said, referring to Iranian
and American negotiators.
“We've actually gotten along
with them very well” He
suggested, as he has on sev-
eral previous occasions, that
a comprehensive deal could
be finalised as soon as this
coming weekend — a time-
line his officials have been

conspicuously reluctant to
confirm publicly, and one
that has been offered and
missed before.

The resolution’s path to be-
coming law remains formi-
dable. It must now pass the
Republican-controlled Sen-
ate, where a similar measure
advanced in May after seven
previous failed attempts, but
where it has not yet been
brought to a full floor vote.
Senate Majority Leader John
Thune has shown no ur-
gency in scheduling such a
vote, and the White House
has made clear it views con-
gressional attempts to limit
the president’s military au-
thority as unconstitutional
overreach. Even if the Senate
were to pass the resolution
— itself far from guaran-
teed — its practical ability to
halt ongoing military opera-
tions would be constrained.
American presidents have
a long history of finding le-
gal and operational space
to continue military action
even when Congress has
formally sought to limit it.
What the vote does, howev-
er, is something that statute
alone cannot accomplish: it
shifts the political weather
in ways that matter. The res-
olution arriving in the Sen-
ate with a bipartisan House
majority — however slim
— makes it substantially
harder for Republican sena-
tors to dismiss it as a purely
partisan exercise mounted
by Democrats who oppose

US-Iran war

the president on principle.
Seven of their Senate col-
leagues had already voted
for a comparable measure in
May. The House result adds
pressure, changes the public
framing, and gives political
cover to senators who may
privately share the reserva-
tions that Barrett and his
colleagues expressed public-
ly on Wednesday.

The Iran conflict has come
to sit at the intersection of
several of the most charged
issues in  contemporary
American politics simulta-
neously. There is the con-
stitutional question of war
powers, unresolved since
the passage of the War
Powers Resolution in 1973
and litigated imperfectly
through every significant
military engagement since.
There is the economic ques-
tion of energy costs, which
fall most heavily on work-
ing-class Americans and
which Republican members
of Congress from industrial
districts are hearing about in
town halls and constituent
correspondence. There is the
strategic question of wheth-
er military pressure is bring-
ing Iran closer to or further
from a verifiable agreement
on nuclear activity. And be-
neath all of it, there is the
longer historical memory of
Iraq and Afghanistan — the
lessons of interventions that
began with clear stated ob-
jectives and ended without
them, at enormous human

and financial cost.
Wednesday’s vote arrived,
too, against a backdrop of
fresh turbulence within the
Republican coalition itself.
Just days earlier, a revolt by
conservative House mem-
bers had forced Trump’s
administration to abandon
plans for a 1.8 billion dollar
fund that would have chan-
nelled resources to political
allies under the rubric of
anti-weaponization efforts.
That retreat, combined with
the Iran war powers resolu-
tion, suggests a Republican
conference that is not in
open rebellion — that would
be far too strong a charac-
terisation — but that is in-
creasingly willing to define
the perimeter of its defer-
ence, quietly and selectively,
on issues where the political
cost of unlimited loyalty has
become difficult to absorb.
For now, the war continues.
Strikes are being exchanged
across a conflict that has
already lasted longer than
many in the administration
initially projected. A cease-
fire that was supposed to
hold has not held. A deal
that the president describes
as days away has been days
away before. The Strait of
Hormuz, one of the world’s
most critical commercial
passages, remains a theatre
of military tension rather
than a reliable conduit for
global energy supply. In
Kuwait, a government that
wanted nothing to do with

this conflict is now counting
the cost of proximity.

And in Washington, a Con-
gress that has spent years
largely deferring to a presi-
dent who treats every insti-
tutional constraint as a ne-
gotiating position has voted,
by the narrowest of margins,
to say that some constraints
are not negotiable — that
the power to take a nation
to war belongs to the leg-
islature, not the executive,
and that four hundred years
of constitutional history do
not bend to the preferences
of any single administra-
tion, however forcefully ex-

pressed.
Whether the Senate agrees
will  determine whether

Wednesday’s vote is record-
ed as a genuine turning
point in the relationship
between the branches of
American government, or as
amoment of conscience that
produced a headline and
little else. That answer will
come in the weeks ahead.
What is already clear is that
four Republican members
of Congress decided, on a
Wednesday in June, that
on this particular question,
their reading of the Consti-
tution mattered more than
their relationship with the
president. In the current po-
litical climate, that decision
alone is remarkable. What
it produces next will be the
real story.
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Vatican in Madrid: Pope Leo XIV becomes first
pontiff to address Spanish parliament
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Historic joint session hears calls for AI governance and human dignity as secular groups protest outside

By: Norman Mwale
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Worth
Noting:

. “Never before has
the head of the Catholic
Church addressed Span-
ish parliamentarians,
giving this visit special
political and public signif-
icance,” Vatican sources
had confirmed ahead of
the session. The observa-
tion landed with force.
Though John Paul II vis-
ited Spain five times and
Benedict XVI made two
trips, neither man ever
spoke inside Congress.
Francis never came at all.
. The address was
the institutional cen-
trepiece of Leo XIV’s sev-
en-day apostolic journey
to Spain, running from 6
to 12 June and taking in
Madrid, Barcelona, Gran
Canaria and Tenerife.
Monday’s Madrid pro-
gramme was a marathon
of engagements: a private
audience with Prime Min-
ister Pedro Sanchez at the
Apostolic Nunciature at
09:30, the parliamentary
speech at 10:30, a meet-
ing with Spanish bishops,
Marian prayer at Almude-
na Cathedral and, to close
the day, a diocesan gather-
ing at the Santiago Bern-
abéu Stadium.

Pope Leo XIV stood at the
lectern of Spain’s Congress
of Deputies on Monday and
made history, becoming the
first Pope ever to address
the country’s parliament in
a joint sitting of the Cortes
Generales.

The pontiff took his place
at the central lectern of the
hemicycle at 10:30 on 8 June
2026, speaking to deputies
and senators gathered for
a specially convened joint
session. The programme
was deliberately spare: two
speeches only — one from
the Pope, one from Con-
gress President Francina
Armengol — with no par-
liamentary debate to follow.
The simplicity of the format
only sharpened the occa-
sion’s weight.

“Never before has the head
of the Catholic Church
addressed Spanish parlia-
mentarians, giving this visit
special political and public
significance,” Vatican sourc-
es had confirmed ahead of
the session. The observation
landed with force. Though
John Paul II visited Spain
five times and Benedict XVI
made two trips, neither man
ever spoke inside Congress.
Francis never came at all.
The address was the insti-
tutional centrepiece of Leo

XIV’s seven-day apostolic
journey to Spain, running
from 6 to 12 June and tak-
ing in Madrid, Barcelona,
Gran Canaria and Tener-
ife. Monday’s Madrid pro-
gramme was a marathon of
engagements: a private au-
dience with Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez at the Apos-
tolic Nunciature at 09:30,
the parliamentary speech at
10:30, a meeting with Span-
ish bishops, Marian prayer
at Almudena Cathedral and,
to close the day, a diocesan
gathering at the Santiago
Bernabéu Stadium.

The invitation itself had
broad backing. Representa-
tives of the Spanish episco-
pate confirmed it was unan-
imously supported by both
chambers. The head of the
Episcopal Conference said
the Pope’s speech would fo-
cus on “dialogue, unity, and
the pursuit of the common
good, which today goes be-
yond national boundaries”
— language that set the tone
for what followed.

Five themes had been ex-
pected to shape the address:
artificial intelligence and
human dignity, migration,
Catholic social doctrine,
peace and disarmament,
and integral ecology. The
priorities were consistent

Pope Leo arrives in Spain

with Leo XIV’s first encyc-
lical, Magnifica humanitas,
published on 25 May 2026,
which calls for internation-
al governance frameworks
for AI that place the human
person at the centre.

The joint Bureaus of Con-
gress and Senate, chaired
respectively by Armengol
and Senate President Pedro
Rollan, formally convened
the session. Both received
the Pope at the main en-
trance on Carrera de San
Jerénimo. The speech, ex-
pected to run for around
50 minutes, was relayed
live to the Senate chamber
via screens. No reply from
parliamentary groups was
scheduled.

The initiative had been set in
motion by the Holy See and
formally requested in writ-
ing by the Spanish bishops
on 26 February. Parliamen-
tary and church sources said
the Monday date was chosen
deliberately: no ordinary
plenary sessions are held
then, meaning the historic
sitting would not disrupt the
regular parliamentary calen-
dar.

The Congress has previously
opened its doors to foreign
heads of state — among
them Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky and

leaders from France, Portu-
gal and Latin America. On 8
June, a Pope joined that list
for the first time, speaking
explicitly in his capacity as
head of state of the Holy See,
a distinction that framed the
encounter as much diplo-
matic as pastoral.

The session was broadcast
live on Canal Parlamen-
to, TVE La 1 and Canal 24
Horas, as well as on Vatican
Media platforms. The full
text of the address was to
be published on vatican.va
once delivered.

Beyond Parliament, the vis-
it carried broader protocol
weight. Leo XIV met King
Felipe VI and Queen Letiz-
ia at the Royal Palace. The
Spanish Bishops Confer-
ence described the journey
as having a “double register”:
pastoral, aimed at strength-
ening faith and communion
with the See of Peter, and of-
ficial, carrying full state-lev-
el protocol implications.
Not everyone welcomed
the occasion. Sixty organi-
sations grouped under the
Europa Laica association
protested the plan and sub-
mitted a memorandum urg-
ing deputies to reconsider
attending. The association
called it “unacceptable that
parliament, for the first time

in its history, should invite
and welcome a religious
leader as if he was simply
another legislator” The pro-
test was peaceful, but the ob-
jection was pointed.

The Vatican, for its part,
was unmoved. The address,
it said, was a reminder that
the Holy See continues to
operate at the intersection
of faith and diplomacy — a
claim Monday’s events did
little to contradict.
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Sulphuric Acid and Lead from Used Car Batteries
in Ghana’s Soil
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Worth
Noting:

. When released into
the environment, the acid does
more than damage the soil. It
creates conditions that allow
toxic metals to dissolve and
spread more easily through
surrounding land.

. Lead can remain in
soil for decades. It can contam-
inate crops, poison livestock,
affect wildlife, and expose
children through direct contact
or through contaminated food
and water.

. “There are a lot of
sources of lead that we keep
discovering. We have done

some work with the Environ-

mental Protection Authority
and discovered that some vege-
tables are being grown around
these smelters, causing dam-
age, especially to children and
pregnant women,” said Esmond
Quansah, Programme Director
of Pure Earth Africa.

. The danger is not
limited to a few isolated work-
shops.

. A recent study by the
Centre for Global Development
titled Beyond Hot Spots: Es-
timating Population Lead Ex-
posure from Battery Recycling
estimated that approximately
33 percent of lead exposure in
low- and lower-middle-income
countries may be linked to un-
safe battery recycling activities.

The scars of the trade are
familiar to mechanics like
him.

For years, Agya Appiah has
earned a living repairing
batteries. He has trained
apprentices, hired workers,
and helped young mechan-
ics establish their own busi-
nesses. His knowledge has
become a source of liveli-
hood for many. But hidden
within this trade is a prac-
tice that rarely attracts pub-
lic attention.

When battery plates become
damaged, he melts lead and
uses it to replace worn parts.
To reactivate batteries, he
mixes distilled water with
sulphuric acid.

The process keeps old bat-
teries working longer.

But when asked what hap-
pens to the acid removed
from old batteries, his an-
swer comes quickly.

“I dig a hole behind my
shop, pour the acid into it,
and cover it with soil”

For him, it is normal.

For environmental and
public health experts, it is
alarming.

Across many informal bat-
tery repair and recycling
sites in Ghana, sulphuric
acid and lead waste often
end up in the ground. In
some places, workers do not
even bother digging holes.
The liquid is simply poured
directly onto bare soil and
left to seep into the earth.
What appears to be a simple
disposal method can leave
behind contamination that
lasts for generations.

Poison That Does Not Dis-
appear

Used lead-acid batteries
contain two dangerous sub-
stances: sulphuric acid and

Acid Stains Workshop Soil

lead.

When released into the envi-
ronment, the acid does more
than damage the soil. It cre-
ates conditions that allow
toxic metals to dissolve and

Lead-Acid Battery Before Repair

spread more easily through
surrounding land.

Lead can remain in soil for
decades. It can contaminate
crops, poison livestock, af-
fect wildlife, and expose

children through direct con-
tact or through contaminat-
ed food and water.

“There are a lot of sources
of lead that we keep discov-
ering. We have done some
work with the Environmen-
tal Protection Authority
and discovered that some
vegetables are being grown
around these smelters, caus-
ing damage, especially to
children and pregnant wom-
en, said Esmond Quansah,
Programme Director of
Pure Earth Africa.

The danger is not limited to
a few isolated workshops.

A recent study by the Cen-
tre for Global Development
titted Beyond Hot Spots:
Estimating Population Lead
Exposure from Battery Re-
cycling estimated that ap-
proximately 33 percent of
lead exposure in low- and
lower-middle-income coun-
tries may be linked to unsafe
battery recycling activities.
The contamination often re-
mains long after the source
is gone.

“Once lead is deposited into

Contd Page 15
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Worth
Noting:

. “The lead drains
gradually until it reaches
the water table. When it gets
there, there is no technology
to dissolve it. Unless you
bring out all the water, you
cannot treat it underneath.
Also, with most of our water
treatment systems, lead is
able to escape.”

. Once groundwater
becomes contaminated,
communities can be exposed
for years without realizing
it.

. The consequences
are already showing.

. In 2021, more than
four million children in
Ghana were estimated to
have unsafe blood lead
levels. A blood lead survey
conducted in 2022 across
three regions found that
over 53 percent of children
tested had unsafe blood lead
levels.

. For many children,
exposure begins long before
symptoms become visible.

. Lead attacks the
body quietly. Even small
amounts can interfere with
brain development, learn-
ing ability, behaviour, and
physical growth. The effects
can last a lifetime.

soil, it remains there forever
if it is not removed. It be-
comes a multi-generational
poisoning site,;” Mr. Quan-
sah said.

His warning points to a
troubling reality. While
workshops repair batteries
to extend their life, the pol-
lution left behind can out-
live several generations of
the families living nearby.

The
Feet

Threat Beneath Our

The contamination does not
stop at the surface.

For many households that
depend on groundwater for
drinking, cooking, washing,
and other domestic activ-
ities, polluted soil can be-
come the starting point of a
deeper crisis.

“Lead can travel deep into
groundwater;” explained Dr.
Sampson Atiemo, a private
environmental consultant.
“The lead drains gradually
until it reaches the water ta-
ble. When it gets there, there
is no technology to dissolve
it. Unless you bring out all
the water, you cannot treat it
underneath. Also, with most
of our water treatment sys-
tems, lead is able to escape”
Once groundwater becomes
contaminated, communities
can be exposed for years
without realizing it.

The consequences are al-
ready showing.

In 2021, more than four mil-
lion children in Ghana were
estimated to have unsafe
blood lead levels. A blood
lead survey conducted in
2022 across three regions
found that over 53 percent
of children tested had unsafe
blood lead levels.

For many children, expo-
sure begins long before
symptoms become visible.
Lead attacks the body qui-
etly. Even small amounts
can interfere with brain de-
velopment, learning abili-
ty, behaviour, and physical
growth. The effects can last
a lifetime.

To better understand the
scale of the problem, health
researchers conducted
blood lead surveys between
2022 and 2023.

The findings shocked even
the experts.

Children Paying the Price

Dr. Carl Osei, Programme
Manager for Occupational
and Environmental Health
at the Ghana Health Service,
described the results of the
survey.

“In the Northern Region,

the findings were interest-
ing because the levels were
elevated in both areas, irre-
spective of whether it was
a contaminated site or a
control site. We had a prev-
alence of about 79 percent
in Yendi and 74 percent of
children with elevated blood
lead levels. This was very
surprising because globally,
we know that about 33 per-
cent of children should have
elevated blood lead levels”
“In the Greater Accra Re-
gion, we realised that chil-
dren staying near contam-
inated sites had a higher
risk of elevated blood lead
levels. Those staying around
Ashaiman had levels around
56 percent, which is quite
high?”

“We also looked beyond
the informal industries and
assessed facilities that were
supposed to be operating
under formal conditions.
These were well-regulat-
ed factories recycling used
lead-acid batteries. To our
surprise, the children living
near those facilities also had
very high levels of lead ex-
posure. In some communi-
ties, prevalence was around
89 percent, while others
recorded levels between 70
percent and 79 percent”
The findings reveal that ex-
posure is not confined to in-
formal recycling operations
alone. Communities living
close to both informal and
formal recycling facilities
may face significant risks.
According to the World
Health Organization, ele-
vated blood lead levels in
children can cause irrevers-
ible brain damage, lower I1Q,
attention and behavioural
problems, delayed growth,
anaemia, hearing loss, kid-
ney damage, stomach pain,
and reduced earning poten-
tial later in life.

The damage often begins
during the earliest stages of
development.

“Lead poisoning affects how
a child develops,” said Dr.
Emmanuel Kyeremanteng
Amoah, Public Health Phy-
sician and Environmental
Health Specialist at UNICEF
Ghana.

“For example, you give birth
to a child and expect that by
six months, the child should
be crawling. At some point,
the child should be able to
sit by themselves and move
from one chair to anoth-
er. But in severe cases, you
see that the developmental
milestones of the child are
seriously impaired”

In many auto repair centres
across the country, children

can often be seen playing
nearby, picking up objects
from the ground or help-
ing adults with small tasks.
Without knowing it, they
may be touching contami-
nated soil, dust, or battery
waste.

Workers themselves can also
carry lead particles home on
their clothes, shoes, skin,
and tools, creating anoth-
er pathway of exposure for
their families.

The Enforcement Gap
Experts say preventing con-
tamination is possible.

Safer recycling methods ex-
ist. Protective equipment
can reduce exposure. Haz-
ardous waste can be collect-
ed and treated properly in-
stead of being dumped into
the ground.

The challenge, however, lies
in ensuring that these mea-
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Discarded Battery Casing Remains

sures are consistently fol-
lowed.

Dr. Atiemo believes Gha-
na’s regulatory system faces
significant capacity and en-
forcement challenges.
“There are capacity gaps in
the system. People are em-
ployed to work in regulatory
agencies, but the knowledge
about these specific matters
is not always there. Mean-
while, the older officers who
have the expertise and expe-
rience are leaving the system
and are not passing their
knowledge on to the next
generation,” he said.

His concerns point to a larg-
er problem.

While battery recycling
helps keep vehicles running
and creates jobs for thou-
sands of people, weak over-
sight can allow dangerous
practices to continue unno-

ticed.

Behind many workshops are
small patches of earth where
sulphuric acid has been bur-
ied. To the naked eye, they
appear harmless. Grass may
grow over them. Dust may
settle on them. Life may
continue around them.

Yet beneath the surface, tox-
ic substances can remain
for decades, silently moving
through soil, water, food,
and human bodies.

The hole dug behind a work-
shop may take only minutes
to fill.

The damage it leaves behind
can last for generations.

The writer is a science jour-
nalist.
Email: prissyof@yahoo.com
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Zelensky calls for face-to-face talks with Putin in
renewed push for peace deal

By: BBC
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. US President
Donald Trump said on
Thursday he thought “it
would be great” if the two
leaders met.

. The Kremlin con-
firmed it had received the
letter and Putin would be
briefed on it.

. The tone of the
letter was defiant, even
mocking, drawing atten-
tion to Ukraine’s recent
strikes on Russian territo-
ry.

. Zelensky stated
that “after 26 years in
power, age is beginning to
take its toll” on Putin.

. The letter also pro-
vided an invitation.

. “Ukraine proposes
ending this war through
direct engagement be-
tween us - and you. I am
proposing a meeting,’
Zelensky wrote.

. It’s not a new offer
from Ukraine’s leader.

. As it has before,
the Kremlin respond-

ed, saying Zelensky was
welcome to meet Putin in
Moscow.

. What was notable
was Kyiv’s public ac-
knowledgement that the
US “is fully focused on
the issue of Iran”.

Volodymyr Zelensky has
called for a face-to-face
meeting between himself
and Vladimir Putin in a re-
newed bid to end the war.

In an open letter to the
Russian  president, the
Ukrainian leader said it
would be “wrong to sim-
ply wait” until the war in
Europe becomes the focus
of the USs attention once
more, adding peace could
only come “through di-
rect engagement between”
Ukraine and Russia.

He also called for a full
ceasefire for the duration
of proposed negotiations —
something Putin ruled out
earlier on Thursday.

US President Donald Trump
said on Thursday he thought
“it would be great” if the two
leaders met.

The Kremlin confirmed it
had received the letter and
Putin would be briefed on it.
The tone of the letter was de-
fiant, even mocking, draw-
ing attention to Ukraine’s
recent strikes on Russian
territory.

Zelensky stated that “after
26 years in power, age is be-
ginning to take its toll” on
Putin.

The letter also provided an
invitation.

“Ukraine proposes ending
this war through direct en-
gagement between us — and
you. I am proposing a meet-
ing,” Zelensky wrote.

Its not a new offer from
Ukraine’s leader.

As it has before, the Kremlin
responded, saying Zelensky
was welcome to meet Putin
in Moscow.

What was notable was Kyiv’s
public  acknowledgement

that the US “is fully focused
on the issue of Iran”.

“It would be wrong to simply
wait until the war in Europe
returns to the centre of its
attention,” Zelensky wrote.
Speaking to foreign journal-
ists in St Petersburg, without
apparently having seen the
contents of the letter, Putin
said he was “certainly pre-
pared and willing to reach
an agreement with Ukraine”,
but said compromises need-
ed to be made.

Putin suggested that as
Trump was busy with Iran,
the EU could talk Zelensky
into surrendering territory.
Putin’s longstanding posi-
tion has been that Ukraine
should withdraw from four
regions largely occupied by
Russia - Donetsk, Luhansk,
Kherson and Zaporizhzhia
- and give up its efforts to

join Nato.

Ukraine has ruled out ced-
ing territory, saying it would
embolden Russia to invade
again, as it had in 2022 when
it launched its full-scale war
eight years after illegally an-
nexing Crimea.

Ceasefire negotiations have
stalled in recent months,
and previous peace talks in
Geneva, Abu Dhabi and Is-
tanbul have failed.

In the letter, which is more
than 1,800 words long, Zel-
ensky said: “It is not as if we
in Ukraine are concerned
about the fate of Russian

soldiers after everything
your war has brought to our
country.

“But I do care about Ukrai-
nians. We are losing our
people, and every loss is
painful to us”

Putin remains uncompro-

mising on Ukraine, but is
public discourse on war
changing in Russia?
Zelensky said Russians had
become tired of Ukrainian
drone and missile attacks,
petrol shortages and rising
prices, as well as war.

“Do not be afraid to take the
path out of this war. That is
the main thing that is re-
quired of you now;” he im-
plored.

He said Ukraine was pro-
posing to end the war
“through direct engagement
between us’.

Zelensky said face-to-face
negotiations could take
place in a country such as
Switzerland or Turkey.
Ukrainian Foreign Minis-
ter Andriy Sybiha said “this
open letter is a serious and
meaningful proposal to end
the war”.

Putin insists Russia is winning the war and Ukraine must surrender territory

“We expect a meaningful re-
sponse to this proposal. It’s
time to end this war. It’s time
to choose peace;” he added.
The Ukrainian president’s
letter came on the same day
Putin was in St Petersburg,
where a major economic fo-
rum is taking place.

The previous day Kyiv had
launched a drone attack on
the city’s outskirts, a strike
mentioned in Zelensky’s
message as “paying a visit”.
Separately Russian-backed
authorities in  occupied
Crimea blamed Ukraine for
the death of four people in
attacks on the regional capi-
tal, Simferopol. Ukraine said
it had hit a fuel depot.
During his press confer-
ence on Thursday, Putin ap-
peared to immediately cast
doubt on whether a meeting
or deal could ever take place.
“Whether Mr Zelensky is a
legitimate representative of
Ukraine, this is a question
for the lawyers, for a legal
analysis,” he said - a repe-
tition of a Russian line that
there has been no presiden-
tial election since Zelensky’s
term expired in May 2024.
However, elections have
been suspended in Ukraine
since martial law was de-
clared after Russias inva-
sion.

Trump said he thought the
US had been instrumental
in bringing the two coun-
tries closer to peace.

“I think it would be great if
they met. They should. Get
it done,” he said.

Asked about the compro-
mises the two sides would
have to make, he said he
would “rather not say”

“I want them each to make
certain compromises, and I
think they’re going to do it”
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China-US call for stable military ties at Shangri-La
Dialogue amid global security risks

Major General Meng Xiangqing, a professor at China’s National Defense University, made the remarks
on Saturday during a parallel session of the three-day Shangri-La Dialogue, which concluded on Sunday.

By: China Daily
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. Meng said the
level of attention the two
leaders’ meeting received
at the forum showed that
stability in China-US
relations serves not only
the interests of the two
peoples, but also regional
stability and world peace.
. The most import-
ant political consensus
reached by the two sides
is to build a constructive
relationship of strategic
stability between China
and the US, Meng said.

. “We expect China
and the US to meet each
other halfway, translate
the consensus into con-
crete actions, and push
military-to-military
relations toward healthy,
stable and sustainable
development,” he said.

. Responding to a
question from a member
of the Chinese delegation
after his speech, Hegseth
said the new vision of
building a constructive
US-China relationship of
strategic stability is “real,
substantive and meaning-

ful for the history of peace

in the region and the
world”.

I

Major General Meng Xiangqing of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) National Defense University and the Chinese delegation attend a meeting on the sidelines of
the IISS Shangri-La Dialogue security summit in Singapore May 29, 2026. REUTERS/Edgar Su

China and the United States
should implement the im-
portant consensus reached
by the two countries’ leaders
and work toward a stable and
sustainable military-to-mili-
tary relationship, Chinese
scholars said at a high-level
security forum in Singapore,
as global security faces ris-
ing risks from hegemonism,
disorder of global gover-
nance and emerging tech-
nologies.

Major  General = Meng
Xiangqging, a professor at
China’s National Defense
University, made the re-
marks on Saturday during a
parallel session of the three-
day Shangri-La Dialogue,
which concluded on Sunday.
His remarks came after
US Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth referred to the re-
cent China-US top leaders’
meeting in Beijing and their
consensus, during a plenary
speech earlier on Saturday.
Meng said the level of atten-
tion the two leaders’ meet-
ing received at the forum
showed that stability in Chi-
na-US relations serves not
only the interests of the two
peoples, but also regional
stability and world peace.
The most important polit-

ical consensus reached by
the two sides is to build a
constructive relationship of
strategic stability between
China and the US, Meng
said.

“We expect China and the
US to meet each other half-
way, translate the consensus
into concrete actions, and
push  military-to-military
relations toward healthy,
stable and sustainable devel-
opment,” he said.
Responding to a question
from a member of the Chi-
nese delegation after his
speech, Hegseth said the
new vision of building a
constructive US-China re-
lationship of strategic stabil-
ity is “real, substantive and
meaningful for the history
of peace in the region and
the world”

Hegseth said he was present
when the leaders discussed
constructive strategic stabil-
ity. “I think that was a great
framing from both leaders
about what they want from
that relationship,” he said,
adding that there is “a mu-
tual respect, a recognition of
capabilities and power and
how that could be most use-
fully leveraged in the world
today”.

Wang Dong, a professor at
Peking University’s School
of International Studies,
said that Hegseth’s speech
this year contained far fewer
negative references to China
compared with speeches by
US defense chiefs in previ-
ous years, and did not men-
tion Taiwan or the South
China Sea, two hot topics
that had often been cited in
the past.

Wang, who participated in
the security summit, said
the change in Hegseth’s tone
reflected a more cautious
approach by the US in han-
dling relations with Chi-
na after the two countries
agreed to build a construc-
tive relationship of strategic
stability.

“Over the past year or so,
China, through engagement
and struggle, has made the
US realize that it cannot
gain an advantage in a trade
war with China, and may
even face countermeasures
from China,” he said. “The
US is working with China
to build a new paradigm,
which is very important for
the two countries to find the
right way to get along”

In his speech, Meng, the
PLA professor, also warned

that global strategic stability
faces unprecedented chal-
lenges, including the impact
of hegemonism on regional
security, rising risks of glob-
al nuclear conflict, serious
erosion of international
arms control, disarmament
and non-proliferation sys-
tems, and disorder in global
governance.

Some countries are engag-
ing in power politics, seek-
ing absolute strategic supe-
riority and provoking bloc
confrontation, he said, add-
ing that such moves have
intensified arms races and
regional conflicts.

“These risks are intertwined
and mutually reinforcing,
making current strate-
gic stability highly frag-
ile] Meng said, noting that
countries, especially major
powers, should shoulder
their due responsibilities in
safeguarding strategic sta-
bility.

He called for firmly defend-
ing the postwar interna-
tional order, saying that it
is essential to building the
political foundation for stra-
tegic stability.

“As the world again stands at
a crossroads, countries must
stay alert to any revival of

militarist thinking and firm-
ly safeguard the outcomes of
World War II and the post-
war international order,
Meng said, criticizing recent
actions by the Japanese side
in the security and military
fields.

On emerging technologies,
the scholar warned against a
“rules vacuum” in their mil-
itary use.

“Allowing algorithms to
control matters of life and
death could very likely lead
to technological loss of con-
trol,” he said. “At all times,
control over war and relat-
ed weapon systems must
be firmly kept in human
hands?
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Omtatah demands Senate probe into affordable

housing projects flagged by auditor-general

Busia senator warns Kenya’s flagship housing programme risks becoming a vehicle for land grabbing as
audit findings expose missing title deeds, absent public participation and questionable allocations

By: Diaspora Times Team
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. At the heart of
Omtatah’s concerns is a
pattern of alleged proce-
dural failure that, if the
audit findings are accu-
rate, goes well beyond
administrative sloppiness.
The senator’s statement
describes projects that
were undertaken, in his
words, “without lawful
allocation, proper docu-
mentation or adherence
to established legal pro-
cedures” — a characteri-
sation that, if borne out,
would place the pro-
gramme in direct conflict
with multiple layers of
Kenyan law.

. The constitutional
provisions he cites are
not obscure or technical.
Articles 10, 40, 60, 62 and
63 of the Constitution
speak to foundational
matters: national values
and governance princi-
ples, the right to property,
the principles governing
land use, the classification
of public land and the
framework for communi-
ty land. When a housing
programme funded by
public money and built
on public or community
land fails to comply with
those articles, the senator
argues, it is not merely a
bureaucratic lapse — it is
a constitutional breach.

One of Kenyas most tena-
cious legislative watchdogs
is demanding answers about
the governments flagship
Affordable Housing Pro-
gramme, warning that proj-
ects built on publicand com-
munity land without proper
ownership records could
amount to state-sanctioned
land grabbing dressed up in
the language of social wel-
fare.

Busia Senator Okiya Omta-
tah has formally submitted
a request for a statement to
the Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Land, Environ-
ment and Natural Resourc-
es, citing findings in the
Auditor-General’s report on
the Affordable Housing Pro-
gramme that he says expose
deep and potentially crim-
inal irregularities in how
the scheme has been imple-
mented across the country.
The statement request,
shared publicly on X along-
side a pointed commentary,
pulls no punches. “Afford-
able housing cannot become
a cover for land grabbing;’
Omtatah wrote. “The Au-
ditor-General has flagged
projects built on public and
community land without
proper ownership records,
legal processes, or public
participation. Kenyans de-
serve answers.”

At the heart of Omtatah’s
concerns is a pattern of al-
leged procedural failure
that, if the audit findings are
accurate, goes well beyond
administrative  sloppiness.
The senator’s statement de-
scribes projects that were
undertaken, in his words,
“without lawful allocation,
proper documentation or
adherence to established le-
gal procedures” — a charac-
terisation that, if borne out,
would place the programme
in direct conflict with multi-
ple layers of Kenyan law.
The constitutional provi-
sions he cites are not obscure
or technical. Articles 10, 40,
60, 62 and 63 of the Consti-
tution speak to foundational
matters: national values and
governance principles, the
right to property, the princi-
ples governing land use, the
classification of public land
and the framework for com-
munity land. When a hous-
ing programme funded by
public money and built on
public or community land
fails to comply with those
articles, the senator argues,
it is not merely a bureau-
cratic lapse — it is a consti-

tutional breach.

Beyond the constitution,
Omtatah contends that the
irregularities may have vio-
lated the Land Act, the Land
Registration Act, the Com-
munity Land Act, the Public
Finance Management Act
and the Physical and Land
Use Planning Act. Taken
together, these are the stat-
utes that exist precisely to
prevent the kind of opaque
land dealings that have his-
torically plagued Kenya’s
public sector and enriched
politically connected indi-
viduals at the expense of or-
dinary citizens. Their alleged
non-observance in a pro-
gramme explicitly designed
for the most economically
vulnerable Kenyans would
represent a particularly bit-
ter irony.

The senator identifies two
implementing agencies as
bearing particular responsi-
bility for what he calls “sys-
temic lapses”: the State De-
partment for Housing and
Urban Development and
the National Land Com-
mission. Both institutions
carry statutory mandates
that should have prevented
the irregularities from oc-
curring at all. The National
Land Commission, in par-
ticular, exists as an inde-
pendent constitutional body
with oversight over public
land — its alleged failure
to ensure proper allocation
and documentation in the
context of a national hous-
ing programme is precisely
the kind of question that a
Senate inquiry is designed
to examine.

Senator Okiya Omtatah speaks to Busia residents. Photo/Omtatah

Omtatalh’s demands to the
committee are specific and
far-reaching. He wants a
comprehensive register of
every Affordable Housing
project flagged by the Au-
ditor-General for lacking
proper land ownership doc-
umentation, including the
location of each project and
its current implementation
status. He is asking for clar-
ity on the legal status of the
land on which those projects
sit and whether due process
was followed at every stage
— allocation, reservation,
conservation — before a sin-
gle brick was laid.

On community land, the
senator is particularly in-
sistent. The Community
Land Act imposes specific
requirements for public par-
ticipation and community
consent before such land
can be used for any purpose,
including government-ini-
tiated development. Omta-
tah wants to know whether
those requirements were
met. Given that community
land is, by definition, collec-
tively owned by the commu-
nities living on it, the failure
to observe those require-
ments would mean that
people may have had their
land taken and built upon
without their knowledge or
agreement — all in the name
of housing them.

The demand for account-
ability extends to what hap-
pens after the irregularities
are identified. Omtatah is
asking whether steps have
been taken to regularise
land ownership through the
issuance of valid title deeds
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or leasehold interests for
beneficiaries — the people
who were supposed to bene-
fit from the programme and
who may now find them-
selves occupying homes
built on land to which no-
body can establish a clean
legal title. He is also asking
what action has been taken
against officers or entities
found culpable, and what
measures are being put in
place to prevent the same
failures from recurring in
future phases of the pro-
gramme.

On the question of enforce-
ment, the senator wants to
know whether the Ethics
and Anti-Corruption Com-
mission has initiated inves-
tigations and, if so, what the
current status of those in-
vestigations is. The EACC’s
mandate covers precisely
this kind of situation — the
misuse of public resources
and the abuse of public of-
fice for private gain — and
its presence or absence
from the picture will say
something significant about
whether accountability in
Kenya’s housing sector is a
genuine priority or a politi-
cal talking point.

The Affordable Housing
Programme was conceived
as a cornerstone of the Ruto
administration’s social agen-
da, promising to deliver
hundreds of thousands of
affordable homes to Ken-
yans shut out of the proper-
ty market by decades of un-
derinvestment and runaway
land prices. The housing
levy, deducted from work-
ers salaries and matched by

employers, was introduced
to fund it. That levy has been
challenged in court, debated
in parliament and contested
in the streets. The audit find-
ings that Omtatah is now
raising add a new and more
fundamental ~ dimension
to that debate: not mere-
ly whether the programme
is being funded fairly, but
whether the land on which
it is being built was obtained
lawfully in the first place.
“Public land is not for plun-
der Omtatah declared. “Ac-
countability must come be-
fore construction”

In a country where land
has been the central axis of
political conflict, econom-
ic inequality and historical
grievance for generations,
those words carry a weight
that extends well beyond a
Senate committee request.
Whether the committee —
and the government min-
istries it will summon to
answer — rises to meet that
weight will reveal a great
deal about the state of ac-
countability in Kenya’s par-
liament at a moment when it
matters most.
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Linguistic and Linguo-Poetic Classification of the
Internal Semantic Groups of Adjectives

The linguistic nature of internal semantic groups of adjectives—including categories such as color, shape,
size, taste, and character traits—becomes especially significant when these units undergo semantic trans-

formation within artistic contexts.
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Abstract

This article investigates the adjective
as a lexical-grammatical category in
Uzbek linguistics, focusing on its in-
ternal lexical-semantic groups and
their linguo-poetic functions in lit-
erary discourse. Alongside the tra-
ditional linguistic classification of
adjectives into semantic categories
such as color, size, shape, taste, and
qualitative characteristics, the study
explores their role in text formation,
imagery construction, and aesthet-
ic expression. Through contextual
analyses of examples drawn from
classical and modern Uzbek liter-
ature, the research demonstrates
that adjectives extend beyond their
denotative functions and acquire
complex connotative, symbolic, and
stylistic meanings within artistic
discourse.

Keywords: adjective, lexical-seman-
tic group, linguopoetics, connota-
tive meaning, artistic imagery, aes-
thetic function, epithet, symbolism.

Introduction

The contemporary development of
linguistic science has shifted schol-
arly attention from the isolated
grammatical and semantic exam-
ination of language units toward
their functioning within discourse,
text, and artistic communication.
Within this paradigm, linguopoet-
ics has emerged as a significant field
concerned with the aesthetic poten-
tial of linguistic elements and the
manifestation of authorial intention
through language.

Among the various parts of speech,
adjectives occupy a particularly im-
portant position due to their capaci-
ty to express the qualities, character-
istics, and attributes of objects and
phenomena. However, adjectives
do not merely describe objective
reality. They also reflect the speak-
er’s subjective evaluation, emotional
perception, and aesthetic attitude
toward the world. Consequently, ad-
jectives function as powerful instru-
ments in literary texts, contributing
to imagery, symbolism, emotional
coloring, and stylistic expressive-
ness.

The linguistic nature of internal
semantic groups of adjectives—in-
cluding categories such as color,
shape, size, taste, and character
traits—becomes especially signif-

icant when these units undergo
semantic transformation within
artistic contexts. Processes such
as metaphorization, metonymic
transfer, symbolic reinterpretation,
and contextual expansion enable
adjectives to transcend their pri-
mary lexical meanings and acquire
additional aesthetic and ideological
functions.

The primary objective of this study
is to systematize the internal seman-
tic groups of Uzbek adjectives and
to examine their linguo-poetic po-
tential in literary discourse. Particu-
lar attention is devoted to the mech-
anisms through which adjectives
participate in the creation of artistic
imagery, emotional atmosphere,
and textual aesthetics.

Main Part

Linguistic Classification of the In-
ternal Semantic Groups of Adjec-
tives

From a linguistic perspective, Uz-
bek adjectives are traditionally clas-
sified into two broad categories:
qualitative adjectives and relative
adjectives. Among these, qualitative
adjectives demonstrate the greatest
stylistic flexibility and linguo-po-
etic productivity. Their semantic
structure can be divided into several
principal lexical-semantic groups:
Color Adjectives: white, black, red,
blue, yellowish, green, pink.

Size and Dimension Adjectives:
large, small, wide, narrow, high, low,
gigantic, tiny.

Characteristic and Qualitative Ad-
jectives: good, bad, intelligent, sim-
ple, cunning, brave, cowardly.

Taste Adjectives: sweet, bitter, sour,
salty, insipid.

Shape and Form Adjectives: round,
rectangular,  crooked,  curved,
straight, flat.

Within the language system, these
adjectives perform a primarily de-
notative function by identifying
objective features of entities. Nev-
ertheless, once incorporated into
literary discourse, they frequently
acquire additional connotative and
symbolic meanings, thereby ex-
panding their semantic scope.

Linguo-Poetic Classification and
Contextual Functions of Adjec-
tives

Color Adjectives as Instruments of
Symbolism

Color adjectives constitute one of
the most productive sources of sym-
bolic meaning in literary language.
Their function extends far beyond
visual description, often serving as
indicators of emotional states, psy-
chological conditions, and ideolog-
ical concepts.

In Uzbek poetic tradition, the oppo-
sition between “black” and “white”
possesses archetypal significance.
The adjective black commonly sym-
bolizes grief, tragedy, oppression,
and despair, whereas white evokes
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purity, innocence, hope, and spiri-
tual illumination.

For example, in Cholpon’s poetic
expression, “black sorrows of the
heart” no longer refers to an actual
color. Instead, the adjective under-
goes metaphorical transformation
and conveys profound emotional
suffering. Through this semantic
shift, sorrow acquires visual form,
intensifying its psychological im-
pact upon the reader.

Similarly, in the poetry of Alish-
er Navoi, the adjective yellow fre-
quently symbolizes the physical and
emotional consequences of separa-
tion in love. The pale complexion of
the lover becomes a visual represen-
tation of inner anguish and longing.

Semantic Transposition of Taste
Adjectives

Taste-related adjectives represent
another highly productive semantic
group within literary discourse. Al-
though their primary function con-
cerns sensory perception, they are
frequently employed to characterize
abstract concepts and emotional ex-
periences.

Expressions such as bitter fate, bit-
ter truth, sweet dream, sweet con-
versation, and sweet hope illustrate
how sensory vocabulary becomes a
means of conceptualizing psycho-
logical and emotional realities.

In Abdulla Qodiriy’s O‘tkan Kunlar,
the phrase “sweet conversation” ex-
emplifies this phenomenon. Here,
sweetness does not denote physical
taste but rather emotional pleasure,
spiritual comfort, and interpersonal
harmony. Likewise, the expression
“bitter fate” transforms sensory pain
into a metaphorical representation
of human suffering and adversity.
Such semantic transpositions ex-
emplify the phenomenon of synes-
thesia, whereby qualities associated
with one sensory domain are trans-
ferred to another conceptual sphere.
Poetic Amplification Through Size
and Shape Adjectives

Adjectives denoting size, dimen-
sion, and form play a significant role
in constructing spatial and temporal
relations within literary texts. Fur-
thermore, they frequently function
as vehicles for ideological and emo-
tional contrast.
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In Erkin Vohidovs poetic image
of “a gigantic eagle within a nar-
row cage,” the adjectives gigantic
and narrow create a powerful an-
tithetical structure. The semantic
opposition between greatness and
confinement generates a symbolic
representation of the conflict be-
tween freedom and captivity.
Through such usage, size and shape
adjectives  transcend descriptive
purposes and become essential
components of the artistic organiza-
tion of literary space. They contrib-
ute to the formation of chronotopic
structures and facilitate the expres-
sion of philosophical and socio-po-
litical ideas.

Characterological Function of
Qualitative Adjectives

Among all semantic groups, char-
acteristic adjectives possess perhaps
the most direct relationship with lit-
erary characterization. They serve as
indispensable tools for constructing
fictional personalities and commu-
nicating authorial evaluations.

In narrative discourse, authors fre-
quently employ adjectives to estab-
lish implicit systems of judgment.
Positive qualities such as gentle, in-
nocent, honest, and kind contribute
to the portrayal of idealized protag-
onists, whereas adjectives such as
treacherous, cunning, and corrupt
are associated with antagonistic fig-
ures.

This characterological function en-
ables adjectives to participate ac-
tively in narrative development and
reader perception. Rather than of-
fering explicit commentary, authors
often allow descriptive adjectives to
communicate moral and psycholog-
ical evaluations indirectly.

Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that the
linguo-poetic potential of adjectives
extends far beyond their grammati-
cal function as modifiers of nouns.
Within literary discourse, even se-
mantically neutral adjectives may
acquire poetic status through con-
textual reinterpretation.

Adjectives frequently appear in the
form of traditional epithets such as
moon-faced beauty, spring-eyed
maiden, or iron will. At the same
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time, literary creativity gives rise
to contextual epithets such as or-
phaned grass or heedless world,
which derive their aesthetic value
from unique textual environments.

From a purely linguistic standpoint,
adjectives indicate the qualities of
objects and phenomena. However,
from a linguo-poetic perspective,
they function as central elements in
the construction of imagery, sym-
bolism, emotional atmosphere, and
authorial style. Consequently, ad-
jectives become significant contrib-
utors to the semantic architecture
and artistic integrity of literary texts.

Conclusion

The investigation of the linguistic
and linguo-poetic classification of
the internal semantic groups of ad-
jectives leads to several important
conclusions.

First, the traditional lexical-seman-
tic categories of adjectives—color,
size, shape, taste, and qualitative
characteristics—expand  consider-
ably within literary discourse, tran-
scending their denotative bound-
aries and generating extensive
connotative and aesthetic meanings.
Second, color and taste adjectives
serve as fundamental mechanisms
of symbolism and synesthetic ex-
pression, enabling writers to materi-
alize abstract emotions and psycho-
logical experiences through sensory
imagery.

Third, adjectives related to size,
shape, and personal characteristics
constitute essential semantic com-
ponents of major stylistic devices
such as metaphor, epithet, and an-
tithesis. Through these mechanisms,
they contribute significantly to the
construction of literary space, tem-
poral organization, and character
psychology.

Finally, the study of the linguo-po-
etic capacities of adjectives reveals
the remarkable expressive richness
of the Uzbek lexical system and
provides new perspectives for the
interpretation of literary texts. The
transformation of ordinary descrip-
tive vocabulary into complex artistic
symbols confirms the central role of
adjectives in the creation of aesthet-
ic meaning and poetic discourse.
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Dynasty in Paris: PSG Seal Back-To-Back Champions
League Crowns

“We’re not contenders anymore. We've built a dynasty.” -

By: Norman Mwale
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. PSG defeated
Arsenal 4-3 on penal-

ties after a 1-1 draw at

the Puskas Aréna on 30
May 2026, defending the
Champions League title
they won last season and
becoming only the second
club in the modern era to
win consecutive European
Cups.

. It was not Mu-
nich 2025. There was no
5-0 procession. This was
grit, nerve, and politics

played out under flood-
lights. Kai Havertz struck
early for Arsenal, before
Ousmane Dembélé lev-
elled from the spot on 65
minutes. Extra time could

not separate them. In the
shoot-out, Matvei Safonov
denied Eberechi Eze and
Gabriel, while Vitinha,
Achraf Hakimi, Warren
Zaire-Emery and Dem-
bélé converted to make it
4-3,

. With that, PSG
matched Real Madrid’s
2016-17 feat and became
the first French club ever
to successfully defend the
Champions League.

For years they were the bil-
lion-euro punchline of Eu-
ropean football. On Satur-
day night in Budapest, Paris
Saint-Germain became the
answer.

PSG defeated Arsenal 4-3 on
penalties after a 1-1 draw at
the Puskas Aréna on 30 May
2026, defending the Cham-
pions League title they won
last season and becoming
only the second club in the
modern era to win consecu-
tive European Cups.

It was not Munich 2025.
There was no 5-0 proces-
sion. This was grit, nerve,
and politics played out un-
der floodlights. Kai Havertz
struck early for Arsenal,
before Ousmane Dem-
bélé levelled from the spot
on 65 minutes. Extra time
could not separate them. In
the shoot-out, Matvei Sa-
fonov denied Eberechi Eze
and Gabriel, while Vitinha,
Achraf Hakimi, Warren

Zaire-Emery and Dembélé
converted to make it 4-3.
With that, PSG matched
Real Madrid’s 2016-17 feat
and became the first French
club ever to successfully de-
fend the Champions League.
“We’re so happy to reach a
second Champions League
final in a row;” Luis Enrique
said pitchside, dedicating
the victory to the club’s sup-
porters. “The character we
showed against a team like
Arsenal is so positive”

The Spaniard now stands
alongside Zinedine Zidane
as the only managers to de-
liver consecutive Champions
League trophies in the mod-
ern era. His PSG, stripped of
the Messi-Neymar-Mbappé
era, achieved what money
once could not buy. “Yet it
was the post-MNM era un-
der Luis Enrique that final-
ly brought PSG the success
they craved,” analysts noted
after the final.

PSG

Captain Marquinhos, who
lifted the trophy for a sec-
ond year running, was blunt
about the shift: “People said
we could not win without
the biggest names. Were
not contenders anymore.
We've built a dynasty. From
dreamers to rulers of Eu-
rope, from contenders to
eternal legends”

The victory cements a pe-
riod of dominance that
stretches beyond Europe.
PSG have now won Ligue 1
for the fifth consecutive sea-
son and are only the third
side ever to win both their
domestic league and the Eu-
ropean Cup in consecutive
seasons, following Real Ma-
drid in the 1950s and Ajax in
the 1970s. Last year the club
claimed a historic sextuple:
Ligue 1, Coupe de France,
Trophée des Champions,
Champions League, Euro-
pean Super Cup and FIFA
Intercontinental Cup.

Marquinhos, PSG captain_

For Arsenal, it was heart-
break. Mikel Arteta’s side
had just secured their first
Premier League title since
2004 but could not add a
maiden Champions League.
Declan Rice and Gabriel
Martinelli scored their pen-
alties, yet Safonovs saves
ended the dream.

UEFA President Aleksand-
er Ceferin acknowledged
the moment: “Back-to-back
winners are rare in football.
PSG join Real Madrid as the
only clubs to defend this
trophy in the Champions
League era. That tells you
the scale of this achieve-
ment”

The politics of football were
never far away. Since Qatar
Sports Investments took
over in 2011, PSG have been
accused of sportswashing,
of buying success, of lacking
history. On Saturday, 18,000
fans in Budapest and mil-
lions across France watched

that narrative rewritten.

The club statement was
brief: “Paris Saint-Germain
have further cemented their
place in European football
history by winning the com-
petition for the second con-
secutive season”

But the implications are
larger. PSG are the first team
to reach consecutive finals
since Liverpool in 2018 and
2019, and the first holders to
return to the final since Real
Madrid in 2018. They are no
longer chasing Europe. They
own it.

As fireworks lit Budapest,
Luis Enrique summed up
the new reality: “Now we
will be hoping to also equal
Los Blancos” The three-
peat beckons. The politics of
football have a new super-
power, and it speaks French.
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Football Trumps Politics: Washington Clears Iran
for World Cup after Last-Minute Visa Drama

_“Sports transcends borders, and we look forward to welcoming competitors and fans from around the
world.” - Tom Barrack, US Ambassador to Tiirkiye_

By: Norman Mwale
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Worth
Noting:

. US Ambassador
to Tiirkiye Tom Bar-
rack, whose embassy in
Ankara processed the
applications, praised his
team on X: “Proud of our
outstanding team at the
US Embassy in Ankara
for their work processing
visas for Iran’s national
football team on their
road to the FIFA World
Cup in the United States”.
He added: “Sports tran-
scends borders, and we
look forward to welcom-
ing competitors and fans

from around the world”.

. The confirmation
lands as a shaky truce
holds between the United
States, Israel and Iran. Yet
Washington drew a hard
line on who could travel.
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio told lawmakers this
week that the US would
not permit individuals
associated with the Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guard
Corps to be part of Iran’s
World Cup delegation. An
unnamed administration
official was blunter: “We
will not allow the Iranian
team to abuse this system
to sneak terrorists into the
United States under false
pretences”.

*
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With ten days to kick-off
and tensions flaring across
the Middle East, the United
States has handed Iran’s na-
tional team the most covet-
ed pass in world football: vi-
sas to enter America for the
2026 World Cup.

A White House official con-
firmed late Thursday that vi-
sas for Team Melli’s players,
coaches and essential sup-
port staff had been “final-
ised and issued overnight’,
ending weeks of uncertainty
that threatened to sideline
one of Asia’s leading sides.
The breakthrough came
after Iran’s ambassador to
Mexico, Abolfazl Pasandi-
deh, warned earlier that day
that the squad had still not
received clearance to enter
the US for their Group G
opener in Los Angeles.

US Ambassador to Tiirkiye
Tom Barrack, whose em-
bassy in Ankara processed
the applications, praised his
team on X: “Proud of our
outstanding team at the US
Embassy in Ankara for their
work processing visas for
Iran’s national football team
on their road to the FIFA
World Cup in the United
States”. He added: “Sports
transcends borders, and we
look forward to welcoming
competitors and fans from
around the world”.

The confirmation lands as a
shaky truce holds between
the United States, Israel and
Iran. Yet Washington drew a
hard line on who could trav-
el. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio told lawmakers this
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IRAN ROAD TO WORLD CUP 2026

week that the US would not
permit individuals associ-
ated with the Islamic Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps to
be part of Iran’s World Cup
delegation. An unnamed
administration official was
blunter: “We will not allow
the Iranian team to abuse
this system to sneak terror-
ists into the United States
under false pretences”

For Irans football authori-
ties, the visas end a diplo-
matic scramble. Federation
President Mehdi Taj said
passports were submitted
through the US Embassy in
Ankara on FIFAs instruc-
tion and stressed the need
for multiple-entry visas to
avoid repeated applications
during the tournament. “My
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Iran’s national football team

expectation is that all visas
will be granted without is-
sue,” he said last week.

Iran’s squad is expected to
fly from Tiirkiye to Spain on
Saturday before heading to
their base camp in Mexico,
which has already issued vi-
sas. The team will be based
in Mexico throughout the
tournament but will cross
into the US solely for match-
es. They face New Zealand
in Los Angeles on 15 June,
followed by Belgium and
Egypt in Seattle.

FIFA officials insist politics
will not dictate play. Conca-
caf President Victor Monta-
gliani said he was “not con-
cerned” about Iran’s ability
to play matches in the US
despite travel restrictions on

Iranian nationals. “We al-
ready have assurances from
all three governments ...
that teams that qualify will
be allowed to come in and
participate,” he said at Lead-
ers Week London.

The visa wrangle had be-
come the final unresolved
part of Iran’s travel plans.
Mexican and Canadian visas
were already secured. Still,
reports from Iran’s semi-of-
ficial Fars news agency
noted that visas for certain
technical and administrative
staff had not yet been issued
by Friday, while the White
House official did not dis-
close full details.

Iran qualified as one of Asia’s
strongest sides and is mak-
ing its seventh World Cup

appearance. Their presence
ensures the 48-team tour-
nament will not be over-
shadowed by a geopolitical
boycott. As one State De-
partment official put it, the
decision means Iran will
compete “even as the Mid-
east war pitting it against
the United States and Israel
continues”

For now, football has won a
rare diplomatic victory. As
the Iranian Football Feder-
ation noted, the clearance
“removes a significant ob-
stacle and ensures that one
of Asias leading football
nations will take its place on
the global stage”

The ball, at last, is in play.




Demand for civic space holds strong across Africa
as supply of freedoms wanes

A sweeping survey of 38 countries finds Africans firmly backing free speech and press freedom — even as
governments quietly narrow the room to exercise both

By: Diaspora Times Team
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. In some countries,
that fear is acute. In Eswatini,
only 18 per cent of respondents
said they feel completely free to
speak their minds. In Togo, the
figure is 15 per cent. In Co-
moros it falls to eight per cent,
and in Congo-Brazzaville to a
barely measurable seven per
cent. These are not outliers to
be noted and set aside. They are
countries with millions of citi-
zens navigating daily life under
governments that are formally
committed, through regional
and international instruments,
to protecting the very freedoms
their people say they cannot
exercise.

. The trend line com-
pounds the concern. Across

the 28 countries that Afroba-
rometer has surveyed consis-
tently since 2014, the sense of
freedom of speech has declined
by seven percentage points over
the past decade. That is not a
dramatic collapse, but it is a
steady, sustained retreat — the
kind that does not announce
itself with a single dramatic
event but accumulates, year by
year, through laws that chill
expression, prosecutions that
make examples of dissidents
and regulatory environments
that make independent jour-
nalism increasingly difficult to
sustain.

Africans want their free-
doms. The trouble is, many
of them no longer feel they
have them.

That is the central finding of
the latest Pan-Africa Profile
from Afrobarometer, drawn
from 50,961 interviews con-
ducted across 38 African
countries between 2024 and
2025. The report, released in
Accra on 27 May 2026, pres-
ents a continent where pop-
ular demand for civic space
— the right to speak, associ-
ate, vote and hold power to
account — remains robust,
even as the practical experi-
ence of those freedoms con-
tinues to erode. The gap be-
tween what Africans believe
they should be entitled to
and what they actually feel
free to do has rarely been
wider.

The numbers on paper are
encouraging enough. Across
the 38 countries surveyed,
64 per cent of respondents
affirm the right to join any
organisation of their choice.
Support for press freedom is
even stronger: 65 per cent
endorse the media’s right to
publish without government
control, and a full 72 per
cent say the media should be
free to investigate and report
on government mistakes
and corruption. These are
not the attitudes of a popula-
tion that has given up on ac-
countability or surrendered
to authoritarian drift. They
are, in important respects,

Demand for Civic Space
holds strong across Africa
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the attitudes of people who
want more from their gov-
ernments than they are cur-
rently getting.

Yet the lived reality diverges
sharply from those stated
values. When respondents
were asked not what they
believed in but what they
actually felt free to do, the
picture became considerably
darker. About two-thirds of
citizens — 65 per cent —
said they feel “somewhat”
or “completely” free to say
what they think. That fig-
ure sounds reasonable until
it is unpacked. In 25 of the
38 countries surveyed, few-
er than half of citizens feel
“completely” free to express
themselves. The word “com-
pletely” matters here. It is
the difference between tol-
erating a climate of self-cen-
sorship and being genuinely
unburdened by fear of con-
sequence.

In some countries, that fear
is acute. In Eswatini, only 18
per cent of respondents said
they feel completely free to
speak their minds. In Togo,
the figure is 15 per cent. In
Comoros it falls to eight per
cent, and in Congo-Brazza-
ville to a barely measurable
seven per cent. These are
not outliers to be noted and
set aside. They are countries
with millions of citizens
navigating daily life under
governments that are for-
mally committed, through
regional and international

‘8&‘10 CH‘[‘_IQ%

(Government actions)

KEY INDICATORS =
Association | Expression Fmed:m

DEMAND

(Citizon views)

SUPPLY

instruments, to protecting
the very freedoms their peo-
ple say they cannot exercise.
The trend line compounds
the concern. Across the 28
countries that Afrobarome-
ter has surveyed consistently
since 2014, the sense of free-
dom of speech has declined
by seven percentage points
over the past decade. That
is not a dramatic collapse,
but it is a steady, sustained
retreat — the kind that does
not announce itself with a
single dramatic event but
accumulates, year by year,
through laws that chill ex-
pression, prosecutions that
make examples of dissidents
and regulatory environ-
ments that make indepen-
dent journalism increasing-
ly difficult to sustain.

On political freedoms, the
picture is more mixed but
still carries warning signs.
Strong majorities say they
feel somewhat or completely
free to join any political or-
ganisation of their choice, at
77 per cent, and to vote for
their preferred candidate
without pressure, at 86 per
cent. Those are significant
figures and should not be
dismissed. In many African
countries, competitive pol-
itics and genuine electoral
contestation remain real.
But Comoros and Con-
go-Brazzaville again stand
apart. In both countries,
citizens report some of the
lowest levels of freedom to
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associate and to vote freely
— a finding consistent with
their near-total absence
of perceived freedom of
speech, and one that paints a
coherent picture of political
systems designed more to
manage populations than to
represent them.

The media freedom findings
are among the most pointed
in the report. A slim ma-
jority of respondents — 53
per cent — see the media
in their country as some-
what or completely free to
report without government
interference. That majority
is thin to begin with. But
the trajectory is what gives it
weight. In 20 of the 30 coun-
tries surveyed consistently
between 2019 and 2025,
perceived media freedom
declined significantly over
that period. Two countries
in three, in other words, saw
their citizens grow less confi-
dent that journalism in their
country could operate with-
out interference from the
state. In a continent where
independent media organi-
sations already struggle with
funding, access and safety,
that perception carries con-
sequences. Journalists who
are seen to be operating un-
der official pressure are less
trusted by their audiences
and less effective as instru-
ments of accountability.
Afrobarometer’s survey
does not offer a single ex-
planation for these trends,
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and it would be a mistake to
look for one. The forces con-
straining civic space across
Africa are varied — some
are ideological, rooted in
governments that genuinely
believe tight control serves
stability; others are oppor-
tunistic, using security legis-
lation or regulatory tools to
silence specific critics; still
others reflect the pressures
of fragile states where gov-
ernments lack both the ca-
pacity and the will to protect
rights they nominally en-
dorse. The common thread
is the direction of travel: to-
wards less space, not more.
What the data does offer
is a reminder that citizens
across the continent have
not internalised that direc-
tion. They continue, in large
majorities, to believe in the
importance of free expres-
sion, a free press and the
right to organise. They have
not accepted the erosion as
inevitable or appropriate.
That gap between expecta-
tion and experience is polit-
ically significant. Historical-
ly, it is precisely the kind of
gap that produces pressure
for change — sometimes
gradual, sometimes not.

The demand for civic space
in Africa is not waning. It is
the supply that is the prob-
lem.
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