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Tea levy debate deepens as 
TBK defends new tax amid 
farmers’ concerns
The Tea Board of Ken-
ya (TBK) has mounted its 
strongest defence yet of the 
controversial Tea Levy intro-
duced last month, dismissing 
claims that the new charge 
has triggered a crisis at the 
Mombasa Tea Auction

Opposition leaders end 
Western Kenya tour with 
rallies across five counties
Leaders of the United 
Opposition concluded a 
three-day political tour of 
Western Kenya yesterday, 
holding rallies across 
Vihiga, Kakamega, Busia, 
Bungoma and Trans Nzoia 
counties
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Politics Murang’a governor’s appearance alongside opposition leaders signals a widening rift within Kenya Kwanza’s Mt Kenya base ahead of 2027

Murang’a Governor Irungu Kang’ata yesterday at a Linda Mwananchi rally in Thika

Murang’a Governor Irungu Kang’ata 
yesterday appeared at a Linda Mwananchi 
rally in Thika, Kiambu County, where he 
stood alongside opposition leaders who re-
newed their attacks on President William 
Ruto’s administration and declared that 
his time in office was drawing to a close.
The rally, part of an ongoing country-
wide tour by the Linda Mwananchi move-
ment, was briefly disrupted when a group 
of youths attempted to push their way to 
the podium. Organisers and security per-
sonnel intervened quickly, and the leaders 
pressed on, insisting that no amount of 
intimidation would derail their tour of the 
country.
Embakasi East MP Babu Owino was the 
first to address the crowd, calming tensions 
and pledging that the gathering would 
proceed without interruption. “This rally 
will not be disrupted,” he said. “We have 
held peaceful rallies across the whole of 
Kenya, and you will not disrupt this one.”
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The burial of Mary Wangui 
Mwangi, the mother of Kenya 
Patriots Party leader and Nai-
robi businesswoman Dr Agnes 
Kagure, drew an impressive gath-
ering of political leaders, business 
executives and clergy, transform-
ing the quiet village of Gitathiini 
in Nyeri County into a centre of 
national attention.
Thousands of mourners attended 
the ceremony, with the guest list 
reading like a who’s who in Ken-
ya’s political and business circles. 
Convoys of high-end four-wheel-
drive fuel guzzlers snaked their 
way into the village as dignitaries 
arrived to pay their last respects to 
the 86-year-old matriarch.
The funeral service was held un-
der an elegant tent with a seating 
capacity of about 5,000 people. 
The expansive structure was 
tastefully arranged, complete 
with neatly laid red and green car-
pets reserved for VIP guests.
At the altar, the front section of 
the tent roof was adorned in blue 
and white decorations, reflecting 
the official colours of the Pres-
byterian Church of East Africa 
(PCEA) Women’s Guild Fellow-
ship, in honour of the late Mama 

The Mt Kenya Times is a Kenyan Newspaper that provides a unified view of Kenyan news, entrepreneurship, events, 
opinions, analysis, and a historical background to current affairs in a way that is both creative and innovative.
It is published by Exponential International Limited, a Private Limited Liability company incorporated in Kenya to 
provide Communications and Media services.

Group Executive Chairman
M. Danson
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/dan-mwangi-1b47446b/

Our Contacts
P. O. Box 101 675 - 00101 Nairobi, Cell: 0700 161 866, 0705 215 262
Editorial Desk: editorial@mtkenyatimes.co.ke, Adverts: ads@mtkenyatimes.co.ke, 
News Desk: news@mtkenyatimes.co.ke,  Web: www.mtkenyatimes.co.ke 

Facebook: Mt. Kenya Times, Instagram: Mt. Kenya Times , Twitter: @themtkenyatimes
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/mt-kenya-times-a07999115/  

Monday, June 15, 2026  The Mt. Kenya Times2 | NATIONAL

High-profile mourners, a chopper and luxury convoys 

mark Agnes Kagure mother’s burial in Nyeri
BY James Gatama

 @themtkenyatimes Some of the moments as captured in picturesSome of the moments as captured in pictures
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Nyandarua Governor Kiarie Badilisha (in a cap) with Githioro Ward MCA Isaac Mbae inspecting one 
of the roads upgraded recently by the County government in Githioro ward, Kipipiri Sub County. Ba-
dilisha urged residents living along county roads to refrain from encroaching on road reserves, saying 
the practice continues to hinder the construction of standard roads across the county. The governor 
regretted that road reserve encroachment had become a major challenge in the implementation of key 
infrastructural projects. He appealed to residents to adhere to survey maps and respect the designated 
road boundaries to facilitate smooth road construction and expansion.

Makueni Governor Mutula Kilonzo Jr has urged schools and other institutions to adopt clean cook-
ing energy to reduce dependence on firewood and protect the county’s forests. Speaking at the Green 
Energy Promotion and Clean Cooking Advocacy Forum at Konza Technopolis, he described the dai-
ly consumption of firewood in schools, hospitals and churches as alarming, especially in the ASAL 
county. Mutula said renewable energy could cut cooking costs by nearly 40 percent, easing financial 
pressure on institutions while improving environmental conservation. He also linked firewood use to 
rising respiratory and eye diseases, adding that new public institutions should incorporate solar energy 
solutions into their plans.

Jaramogi Oginga Odin-
ga Teaching and Referral 
Hospital (JOOTRH) has 
unveiled a Sh50 billion 
phased expansion plan 
aimed at transforming the 
Kisumu-based facility into 
a 2,000-bed regional refer-
ral and teaching hospital. 
The first phase includes 
constructing an eight-sto-
rey, 500-bed hospital fea-
turing specialized wards, a 
20-bed ICU, 20-bed HDU, 
renal support centre, 28-
bed emergency complex, 
20 operating theatres, out-

patient clinics, rehabilitation and dental units. Diagnostic, administrative and support services, along-
side a helipad, solar infrastructure and water storage facilities, will also be added. Subsequent phases 
will introduce a 600-bed hospital, Doctors’ Plaza, staff housing, expanded research and training facili-
ties, improved logistics, parking and traffic systems.

Turkana Governor Jeremiah Lomorukai met with EU Ambassador to Kenya Henriette Geiger and 
French Ambassador Arnaud Suquet ahead of the commissioning of the green mini-grid project in 
Locheremoit, Turkana Central Sub-County. Geiger urged residents to use the new infrastructure pro-
ductively, noting that investments in sustainable energy create opportunities for communities and sup-
port long-term economic growth. She encouraged the community to maximize the project’s benefits 
and uphold the partnership behind its implementation. Suquet described energy as a key driver of 
development, saying the mini-grid would benefit more than 30,000 residents while advancing Kenya’s 
national electrification goals.

As the world observes 
Men’s Mental Health Aware-
ness Month in June, experts 
in Kenya have raised con-
cern over the growing men-
tal health crisis among men, 
warning that it affects fam-
ilies, communities and the 
economy. Health profession-
als say traditional masculin-
ity norms discourage men 
from expressing emotions, 
leading many to suppress 
stress until it develops into 
depression or other disor-
ders. Public Health Officer 

Anthony Ngaira noted that unaddressed mental struggles can destabilize households, while urging 
society to change how boys are raised and encouraged to communicate. Clinician Tatuli Simwa said 
health facilities have trained workers to detect early signs, but most men rarely seek help. Alcohol and 
substance abuse were also cited as major contributing factors, particularly among unemployed youth.

Kenya is developing 
a KSh2.4 billion Mari-
time Survival Training 
and Certification Centre 
at the Bandari Maritime 
Academy in Mombasa 
to boost maritime educa-
tion and strengthen the 
country’s Blue Economy 
ambitions. Spearheaded 
by the State Department 
for Shipping and Mari-
time Affairs, the project 
is about 20 percent com-
plete and is expected to be finished by December 2026. The facility will include survival-at-sea pools, 
firefighting simulators, emergency evacuation systems, and rescue training areas to provide hands-on 
experience aligned with international standards. It will offer globally recognised certification under 
IMO and STCW requirements, reducing the need for training abroad. The centre is expected to lower 
costs, increase accessibility, and position Kenya as a regional hub for maritime training while expand-
ing job opportunities for youth in the global shipping industry.
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The Kenya Agricultural and 
Livestock Research Organi-
zation (KALRO) Mwea, in 
partnership with the Korea 
Program on International 
Agriculture (KOPIA) Kenya 
Centre, has trained research-
ers, seed growers and exten-
sion officers from six African 
countries on quality rice seed 
production and processing 
as part of efforts to enhance 
food security and boost rice 
productivity in the region.
The training brought togeth-

er participants from Kenya, 
Tanzania, Ethiopia, Malawi, 
Rwanda and Zimbabwe and 
focused on technologies, in-
novations, management prac-
tices and regulatory require-
ments necessary for certified 
rice seed production.
Speaking during the train-

ing, Kirinyaga County Exec-
utive Committee Member for 
Agriculture Dr. John Gachara 
underscored the importance 
of international collabora-
tions in fostering agricultural 
innovation and knowledge 
exchange.
The participants were also 

taken through practical ses-
sions at the certified rice seed 
processing facility at Kirogo 
Farm in Mwea, where they 
gained hands-on experience 
in seed processing and quali-
ty assurance procedures.
KALRO Deputy Director 

General for Crops, Dr. Alice 
Murage, commended KOPIA 
and other development part-
ners for supporting capaci-
ty-building initiatives aimed 
at strengthening rice produc-
tion systems across Africa.

She urged participants to uti-
lize the knowledge acquired 
during the training to improve 
rice seed systems, increase 
productivity and contribute 
to regional food security.
Dr. Ruth Musila, Centre Di-

rector at KALRO Mwea, em-
phasized the critical role of 
quality seed in transforming 
rice production and reducing 
reliance on imports.
“We can double our rice pro-

duction, while reducing im-
ports through the adoption of 
improved varieties and quali-
ty seed systems,” Dr. Musila 
said.
The director noted that Ken-

ya has diverse rice-growing 
ecologies, including upland, 
irrigated and rain-fed low-
land systems.
She explained that while 80 

per cent of the country’s rice 
is currently produced under 
irrigation, KALRO is also 
developing varieties suited 
for upland and rain-fed con-
ditions.
Among the improved va-

rieties being promoted are 
Komboka, Mkombozi and 

the recently released Tongil 
varieties, which were devel-
oped through collaboration 
between Kenyan and South 
Korean breeders.
“The Tongil varieties can 

yield between six and seven 
tonnes per hectare and are 
resistant to major rice dis-
eases, making them suitable 
for increasing production and 
farmer incomes,” she added.
KOPIA Kenya Centre Di-

rector Dr. Ji Gang identified 
poor post-harvest handling as 
one of the biggest challenges 
facing rice farmers, particu-
larly the practice of drying 
rice on roadsides.
“After harvest, many farm-

ers dry rice on roads, which 
leads to contamination, bro-
ken grains and reduced quali-
ty,” he said.
Dr. Ji noted that the mod-

ernized post-harvest facilities 
installed in Mwea are help-
ing address these challeng-
es by enabling clean drying 
and proper processing of rice 
seed.
“Through these facilities, we 

can provide pure rice seed 

with high germination rates 
and improve post-harvest 
management in the Mwea 
area,” he added.
Participants from across the 

region hailed the training 
for providing valuable skills 
and technologies that can be 
transferred to farmers to en-
hance rice production.
Barnabas Sita from Tanzania 

said the exchange of experi-
ences and exposure to mod-
ern technologies would help 
strengthen rice farming sys-
tems in participating coun-
tries.
He noted that governments 

across the region are invest-
ing in new technologies and 
farm equipment to improve 
rice production and that the 
knowledge gained from the 
training would assist exten-
sion officers in supporting 
farmers to adopt improved 
practices.
The training forms part of 

ongoing efforts by KALRO 
and KOPIA to strengthen 
sustainable rice production 
and improve food security in 
the region.

The National Police Service 
(NPS) is investigating an in-
cident that occurred last Fri-
day at All Saints’ Cathedral 
in Nairobi, where a group of 
individuals allegedly stormed 
the church compound and at-
tempted to disrupt a meeting 
held within one of the build-
ings.
According to a press state-

ment from the Office of the 
Inspector General, police of-
ficers responded swiftly after 
receiving reports of the distur-
bance, managed to repulse the 
group, and restored order at 
the scene. Two suspects were 
arrested during the operation 
and are currently being held 
in police custody as investiga-

tions continue.
The service said detectives 

are reviewing CCTV footage 
from the area to identify and 
apprehend additional individ-
uals linked to the incident. 
Authorities have also urged 
members of the public with 
any information to come for-
ward through nearby police 
stations or emergency ho-
tlines, including 999, 911, the 
#FichuaKwaDCI toll-free line 
0800 722 203, or WhatsApp 
0709 570 000, assuring confi-
dentiality.
The NPS reiterated its com-

mitment to professionalism, 
transparency, and impartiality 
in handling the matter, prom-
ising that all those involved 
will be brought to justice. Fur-
ther updates will be issued as 
investigations progress.

Monday, June 15, 2026  The Mt. Kenya Times6 | NATIONAL

KALRO Dr. Alice Murage, commended KOPIA and other development partners 

KALRO strengthens capacity in quality 
rice seed production, processing

Police probe storming 

incident at All Saints’ 

Cathedral, two suspects 

in custody
BY Mutai Kipng’etich

 @themtkenyatimes

BY MKT Correspondent
 @themtkenyatimes

Some of the stakeholders during the forum.

Goons at All Saints’ Cathedral in Nairobi
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United Alternative Government in Western KenyaUnited Alternative Government in Western Kenya

A Murang’a man has been fined 
KSh9.2 million or face four years 
in prison after being found guilty of 
multiple offences related to the ille-
gal manufacture and possession of 
alcoholic products and counterfeit 
excise stamps.
Dennis Muiruri Kamande was 

convicted and sentenced by Resi-
dent Magistrate Renna Jakinda at 
the Kenol Law Courts following 
a judgment delivered last Wednes-
day.
In her ruling, Jakinda found that 

the prosecution had proved its case 
beyond reasonable doubt after pre-
senting evidence from 11 witness-
es. The case was prosecuted by Ms. 
Peris Gathu.
Kamande faced six charges under 

the Excise Duty Act, 2015 and the 
Anti-Counterfeit Act, 2008. The 
charges included manufacturing 
excisable goods without a valid 
excise duty licence, possessing 
excisable goods obtained in con-
travention of the law, possessing 
alcoholic products affixed with 
counterfeit excise stamps, and trad-
ing in counterfeit goods.
The court heard that on Septem-

ber 21, 2023, investigators raid-
ed premises at New Farm Village 

along the Markfirst–Kwa Jimmy 
Road in Ithanga/Kakuzi Sub-Coun-
ty, Murang’a County, where the 
accused was found manufactur-
ing and storing alcoholic products 
without the required licence.
During the operation, authorities 

recovered 60 bottles and 287 cans 
of various alcohol brands, 320 li-
tres of ethanol, and one reel of 
counterfeit excise stamps believed 
to have been used to facilitate the 
illegal operation.
The court subsequently sentenced 

Kamande to pay a cumulative fine 
of KSh9,213,972.48. In default of 
payment, he will serve four years 
in prison.
The conviction has been hailed 

as a significant step in the fight 
against illicit trade, tax evasion, 
and counterfeit products. Authori-
ties noted that such illegal activities 
not only deny the government rev-
enue but also expose consumers to 
potentially harmful products while 
undermining legitimate businesses 
operating within the law.
The Office of the Director of Pub-

lic Prosecutions (ODPP) said the 
conviction demonstrates its contin-
ued commitment to cracking down 
on illegal manufacturing, coun-
terfeit goods, and other economic 
crimes that threaten public health, 
safety, and fair trade.

Murang’a man fined 
KSh9.2 million over 
illegal alcohol, 
counterfeit stamps

BY MKT Correspondent
 @themtkenyatimes

Leaders of the United Opposition 
concluded a three-day political tour 
of Western Kenya yesterday, hold-
ing rallies across Vihiga, Kakame-
ga, Busia, Bungoma and Trans 
Nzoia counties as the coalition 
works to consolidate support ahead 
of the 2027 general election.
The tour, which began on Friday in 

Luanda, Vihiga County, brought to-
gether Democracy for Citizens Par-
ty leader Rigathi Gachagua, Deputy 
DCP leader Cleophas Malala, Wip-
er Party leader Kalonzo Musyoka, 
and Democratic Action Party–Ken-
ya leader Eugene Wamalwa, along-
side Trans Nzoia Governor George 
Natembeya and National Assembly 
Member Justin Muturi. According 
to organisers, the gathering was 
designed to demonstrate that politi-
cians from different regional bases 
and party backgrounds can work 
together as a single front heading 
into the next election cycle.
On the opening day, the delegation 

toured several towns across the 
region, including Luanda in Vihi-
ga County and the Kisa East and 
Malava areas of Kakamega Coun-
ty, before holding a night rally at 
Shikamoli-Makunga in Kakamega. 
The leaders addressed residents 
and outlined their political agenda, 
with the day’s events forming part 
of a broader push to expand grass-
roots networks in a region consid-
ered crucial to the outcome of the 
2027 contest.
On Saturday, the delegation moved 

into Bungoma County, where a ral-
ly hosted by former Kanduyi MP 
Wafula Wamunyinyi drew large 
crowds at Ekitale Centre. The event 
coincided with President William 
Ruto’s own visit to the region for 

the launch of Shirikiana Sacco at 
Masinde Muliro University of Sci-
ence and Technology in Kakame-
ga. The simultaneous appearances 
by the president and opposition 
leaders in neighbouring counties 
on the same day underscored what 
observers describe as a growing 
contest for Western Kenya’s vote 
ahead of the next election, with 
both camps making the case that 
the so-called Mulembe bloc will be 
decisive in 2027.
A night rally followed in the Na-

sianda area of Bungoma, draw-
ing what local reporters described 
as a substantial crowd despite the 
cold conditions. Mr Gachagua 
addressed hundreds of residents 
gathered at Nasianda and accused 
President Ruto of undermining the 
Nzoia Sugar Company. The former 
deputy president told the crowd 
that the political fight against the 
president could not pause simply 
because night had fallen, framing 
the late rally itself as evidence of 
the opposition’s determination to 
keep pressing its case across the 
country. He went on to reaffirm his 
commitment to ensuring that Mr 
Ruto serves only one term in office, 
a theme that has become central to 
the “Wantam” campaign associated 
with the coalition.
His remarks in Bungoma came a 

day after he had criticised Prime 
Cabinet Secretary Musalia Mu-
davadi and National Assembly 
Speaker Moses Wetang’ula, accus-
ing the two senior Luhya leaders 
of failing to push for the revival 
of the Mumias and Nzoia sugar 
companies and for the completion 
of around 1,000 kilometres of road 
projects that had been promised to 
the Western Kenya region. The crit-
icism appeared aimed at drawing a 
contrast between the opposition’s 

positioning on local economic 
grievances and what Mr Gachagua 
characterised as inaction by gov-
ernment-aligned leaders from the 
area.
Wiper Party leader Kalonzo 

Musyoka also addressed crowds 
during the tour, continuing his re-
cent pattern of public engagements 
in the region as the coalition seeks 
to project unity ahead of decisions 
on its eventual presidential tick-
et. While the coalition has not an-
nounced who will lead it into the 
2027 race, the joint appearances 
by Mr Gachagua, Mr Musyoka, Mr 
Wamalwa and Mr Natembeya were 
widely read as an attempt to proj-
ect cohesion across the Mt Kenya, 
Eastern, Western and North Rift 
regions.
The tour wrapped up on Sunday 

with a final round of rallies in 
Kibabii, Chwele, Kitale town, Ki-
minini, Naitiri and Misikhu, towns 
that have historically played a sig-
nificant role in mobilising political 
support in the North Rift and Bun-
goma areas. Leaders used the clos-
ing stops to address supporters and 
lay out their agenda for governance 
reforms and economic transforma-
tion ahead of the next general elec-
tion.
The Western Kenya leg comes 

just before Mr Gachagua begins a 
45-day retreat at his Wamunyoro 
base, during which the opposition 
coalition is expected to deliberate 
on settling on a single presidential 
flag-bearer and running mate to 
challenge President Ruto in 2027. 
Coalition insiders say the outcome 
of that retreat, more than any single 
rally, is likely to determine wheth-
er the unity on display in Western 
Kenya this weekend can be sus-
tained into the campaign proper.

Opposition leaders end Western 
Kenya tour with rallies across five 
counties
BY MKT REPORTER

 @themtkenyatimes
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Murang’a Governor Irungu 
Kang’ata yesterday appeared at a 
Linda Mwananchi rally in Thika, 
Kiambu County, where he stood 
alongside opposition leaders who 
renewed their attacks on President 
William Ruto’s administration and 
declared that his time in office was 
drawing to a close.
The rally, part of an ongoing coun-

trywide tour by the Linda Mwanan-
chi movement, was briefly disrupted 
when a group of youths attempted 
to push their way to the podium. 
Organisers and security personnel 
intervened quickly, and the leaders 
pressed on, insisting that no amount 
of intimidation would derail their 
tour of the country.
Embakasi East MP Babu Owino 

was the first to address the crowd, 
calming tensions and pledging that 
the gathering would proceed without 
interruption. “This rally will not be 
disrupted,” he said. “We have held 
peaceful rallies across the whole of 
Kenya, and you will not disrupt this 
one.”
Vihiga Senator Godfrey Osot-

si used his remarks to respond to 
earlier warnings from government 
allies that the opposition should 
avoid holding rallies in the Mt Ken-
ya region. He said the movement 
would continue to take its message 
to every part of the country, includ-
ing the President’s own backyard 
in Uasin Gishu. “We were told that 
only ‘Wantam’ people are wanted 
here,” Mr Osotsi said. “We tell them, 
shame on you. Even in Sugoi we will 
go, and no one will frighten us.” He 
added that the tour would conclude 
in Nairobi in September.
Siaya Governor James Orengo, de-

scribing himself as the most senior 
politician in the country, told the 
crowd that President Ruto had lost 
support across Kenya and stood no 
chance of re-election. “We know 
Kasongo has no votes,” Mr Orengo 
said, using a nickname commonly 
applied to the President by his crit-
ics. “He has no votes in Kisumu, in 
Nakuru, in Thika, in Mombasa, or 
in Mandera. Our job now is to send 
him home.” Mr Orengo went further, 
telling the gathering that Mr Ruto re-
mained the country’s central prob-
lem and that Mr Kang’ata’s presence 

at the rally was itself evidence that 
the President’s political standing was 
collapsing. “Ruto is the problem,” he 
said. “I have fought political battles 
with this man Kang’ata. When I saw 
him here today, I knew that Kasongo 
is finished. Kasongo is going home.”
For his part, Mr Kang’ata used 

his address to call for national uni-
ty, telling the crowd that the Linda 
Mwananchi movement was open to 
Kenyans of all backgrounds. “I be-
lieve Kenya is one nation,” he said. 
“Whether you are Kisii or Luo, we 
are one people, and Linda Mwanan-
chi belongs to everyone.”
He then turned to the economic re-

cord of the Kenya Kwanza adminis-
tration, accusing the government of 
presiding over the collapse of indus-
try in the Mt Kenya region and ques-
tioning its spending priorities, par-
ticularly the contested housing levy. 
“I have looked at the policies needed 
to move this country forward, and 
they involve building factories,” Mr 
Kang’ata said. “This government 
has destroyed factories across Mt 
Kenya. The major achievement of 
this administration has been to build 
houses. Who here owns one of those 
houses? That housing levy money 
should instead go to schools, and ed-
ucation should be free.”
The Murang’a governor also called 

for the national government to return 
healthcare funding to county admin-
istrations, arguing that devolution 
remained the most effective means 
of delivering services to ordinary 
Kenyans. “We want the government 
to return healthcare money to the 
counties,” he said.
In a further sign of the coali-

tion-building under way within the 
opposition, Mr Kang’ata revealed 
that he had urged Mr Sifuna, Mr 
Owino and Mr Orengo to reach out 
to Democratic Change Party lead-
er Rigathi Gachagua, referring to 
him by his clan name, Wamunyoro. 
“I told Sifuna, Babu and Orengo to 
seek out Wamunyoro,” he said, add-
ing that his motivation was straight-
forward. “I only want a better Ken-
ya. Our people need better healthcare 
and better education.”
ODM Secretary General Edwin 

Sifuna closed the rally on a defiant 
note, mocking suggestions that the 
opposition would be unable to hold a 
rally in Thika. “They said we would 
not reach Thika,” he told the crowd. 
“Here we are.” He challenged the 

President to demonstrate where his 
remaining political support lay, argu-
ing that Kenyans had broadly turned 
against him. “We want to ask: where 
is Ruto’s vote, when all of Kenya has 
rejected him?” Mr Sifuna also out-
lined what he described as an early 
priority should the opposition take 
power, telling the rally that cuts to 
the State House budget would come 
first. “When we take over govern-
ment, the first thing we will cut is the 
State House budget,” he said, adding 
that the movement intended to keep 
pressure on the President rather than 
ease it. “As Linda Mwananchi, we 
will not open the door for Mr Ruto 
to leave, because Kenyans have al-
ready cornered him.” Mr Sifuna 
ended by addressing Mr Kang’ata 
directly, embracing the “Wantam” 
label that has become shorthand for 
the opposition’s campaign to limit 
the President to a single term. “Mr 
Kang’ata, I want to assure you that 
we have no problem with people 
calling us Wantam, because we are 
Wantam,” he said.
Mr Kang’ata’s appearance marks 

one of the most visible defections 
from the ruling UDA party within 
the Mt Kenya region since President 
Ruto took office, and adds a sitting 
governor’s voice to a movement that 

has so far drawn its energy large-
ly from opposition strongholds in 
Nyanza, western Kenya and Nairobi. 
His remarks linking the Linda Mwa-
nanchi tour to overtures towards Mr 
Gachagua’s DCP point to an emerg-

ing effort to consolidate anti-govern-
ment sentiment in Mt Kenya under 
a single political banner ahead of 
2027, though it remains to be seen 
how far other UDA-aligned leaders 
in the region will follow his lead.

Politics Murang’a governor’s appearance alongside opposition leaders signals a widening rift within Kenya Kwanza’s Mt Kenya base ahead of 2027

Governor Kang’ata breaks with UDA, joins Linda 
Mwananchi in Thika to attack Ruto government
BY MKT REPORTER

 @themtkenyatimes

Murang’a Governor Irungu Kang’ata 

Linda Mwananchi rally in Thika



Murathe, a close associate of 
former President Uhuru Ken-
yatta, served as the best man 
during Uhuru’s wedding to 
Margaret Kenyatta at Holy 
Family Basilica in Nairobi on 
Saturday, December 2, 1989.
The funeral also attracted 
businessmen from Uganda, 
underscoring the family’s ex-
tensive network beyond Ken-
ya’s borders.
Religious leaders were led by 
the Moderator of the Nyeri 
Presbytery and accompanied 
by a large contingent of or-
dained church elders who 
conducted the service and of-
fered spiritual support to the 
bereaved family.
Several leaders and business-
people attended the ceremo-
ny. Also present were dozens 
of former, current and aspir-
ing leaders. 
They included; Dr Thuo 
Mathenge, John Munyiri 
Mwangi, George Mwangi 
Box, Nick Mararo and Waru-
ru Gikandi. 
Also present was Wiper 
Democratic Movement Dep-
uty Vice-Chairperson Anne 

Nyambura Kanyi, widow of 
the late former National Secu-
rity Minister Nahashon Kanyi 
Waithaka.
The large turnout of influen-
tial personalities reflected the 
stature of both the late Mary 
Wangui Mwangi and her 
daughter, Dr Agnes Kagure, 
whose philanthropic and busi-
ness interests have earned her 
prominence on the national 
stage.
As family, friends and digni-
taries celebrated the life of the 

late matriarch, Gitathiini Vil-
lage witnessed a burial cere-
mony that blended tradition, 
faith and high-profile atten-
dance, leaving residents with 
memories of a historic send-
off rarely seen in the area.
As the family retreated to in-
ter the remains, thousands 
were treated to a sumptuous 
lunch at the venue. 
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Wangui’s church affiliation 
and service.
Away from the solemn pro-
ceedings, curious villagers re-
mained fascinated by the sight 
of helicopter landing in the 
area, a rare occurrence in Gi-
tathiini and its psurroundings.
Residents recalled that the last 
time a helicopter had attracted 
similar excitement was sev-
eral years ago at Tetu Boys 
Primary School in Kamakwa/
Mukaro Ward. On that occa-
sion, the aircraft had ferried 

Equity Bank Managing Di-
rector and Chief Executive 
Officer Dr James Mwangi, 
who had travelled to attend 
the burial of the mother of 
the now-retired Director of 
Legal Affairs, Mary Wangari 
Wamai, popularly known as 
“Village Girl.”
Villagers also reminisced 
about the period when heli-
copters frequently landed in 
the locality while ferrying 
former Taita Taveta Governor 
Granton Samboja during vis-
its to his in-laws in Kamuyu, 
Kamakwa.
During the latest ceremony, 
Siaya Deputy Governor Dr 

William Oduol landed by he-
licopter at nearby Gitathiini 
High School before proceed-
ing to the funeral service.
Gitathiini High School and 
neighbouring Gitathi-ini Pri-
mary School stand on land 
that older residents say once 
formed part of the former 
emergency village established 
during the colonial era.
Among the prominent 
mourners were KANU Sec-
retary-General George Wain-
aina, veteran politician and 
former Cabinet Minister 
Maina Kamanda, and former 
Gatanga Member of Parlia-
ment David Murathe.

Send-off Thousands of mourners attended the ceremony, with the guest list reading like a who’s who in Kenya’s political and business circles. 

High-profile mourners, a 
chopper and luxury convoys 
mark Agnes Kagure mother’s 
burial in Nyeri
Contd  from page 2
................................................................................................

The burial of Mary Wangui Mwangi



ty in her children. She died at 
the age of 86, leaving behind 
11 children, dozens of grand-
children, and great-grandchil-
dren.
Agnes Kagure, visibly emo-

tional, thanked Kenyans for 
standing with her family 
during the period of mourn-
ing. She said her mother’s 
greatest lesson was that “a 
united people are an unstop-
pable people.” 
“She taught us that your tribe 

should never be a reason to 
hate your neighbor,” Kagure 
said. “If we carry that spir-
it into our politics and daily 
lives, Kenya will go far.”
The leaders’ message comes 

at a time when political tem-
peratures are rising ahead of 
the 2027 General Election. 
Incidents of hate speech and 
ethnic profiling have started 
surfacing in different parts of 
the country, prompting calls 
from civil society and reli-
gious leaders for early peace-
building efforts.
Political analysts note that 

funerals and other public 
gatherings have increasingly 
become platforms for lead-
ers to test political messages. 
However, the event in Nyeri 
stood out for its consistent 
theme of unity, with speakers 
from different parties agree-
ing that Kenya cannot afford 
another cycle of post-election 
violence.
As the nation reflects on the 

lessons of 2007/2008, the call 
from Gitathiini Village was 
clear: reject leaders who ped-
dle hate, reward those who 
preach cohesion, and put the 
country’s interest above per-
sonal or ethnic interests.

The late Mama Wangui was 
laid to rest in a private fam-
ily ceremony after the public 
service, with leaders prom-
ising to honor her legacy by 

championing the values she 
lived by.
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Kenyans have been urged 
to shun political leaders who 
promote ethnicity, hatred, 
lies, and national disintegra-
tion, as the country heads to-
ward another election cycle. 
The appeal was made during 

the funeral service of Mary 
Wangui Mwangi, mother of 
Kenya Patriots Party leader 
and Nairobi businesswoman 
Dr Agnes Kagure, held at Gi-
tathiini Village in Nyeri Town 
Constituency. The service 
drew leaders from across the 
political divide who used the 
occasion to preach unity and 
integrity.
Led by National Economic 

Development Party (NEDP) 
leader and former Nairobi 
Governor Mike Sonko, the 
leaders condemned politi-
cians who continue to thrive 
on divisive rhetoric, impunity, 
and economic stagnation.
 Sonko warned citizens 

against falling for leaders who 
would take the country down 
the same dangerous path wit-
nessed during the 2007/2008 
post-election violence.
“Kenyans should refrain 

from listening to leaders like-
ly to lead us to the dangerous 
path we treaded on in 2007, 
whose effects have not totally 
been forgotten,” Sonko said. 
“We lost lives, families were 
displaced, and the national 
fabric was torn apart. As a 
people, we must learn from 
that history and choose lead-
ers who unite us, not divide 
us.”
He added that Kenya’s prog-

ress depends on citizens re-
jecting politics of hate and 
embracing leaders committed 
to service delivery and ac-
countability.
Siaya Deputy Governor and a 

friend of the family, Dr Wil-
liam Oduol echoed Sonko’s 
sentiments. He said just like 
other leaders and Dr Kagera, 
he firmly for national cohe-
sion, integrity, and honest 

hard work; values he noted 
that Kagure inherited from 
her late mother.
“We dissociate ourselves 

completely from politics of 
lies, disintegration, and hate,” 
Oduol told mourners. 
“The late Mama Wangui 

raised a daughter who be-
lieves in bringing Kenyans 
together regardless of tribe, 
religion, or region. That is the 
kind of leadership this coun-
try needs.”
Leaders used the platform to 

criticize the current admin-
istration of Nairobi County, 
accusing Governor Johnson 
Sakaja’s government of fail-
ing residents. 
Dr Kagure has, declared her 

interest in the capital city gu-
bernatorial seat. 
On his, part, Dr Owoul cited 

the recent arrest of a coun-
ty official found with over 
KSh60 million in cash as evi-
dence of rot within City Hall.
“It is a shame that an official 

of the capital city county can 
be arrested in possession of 
over KSh60 million in cash, 
yet the county chief does not 
even offer an apology to the 
citizens,” he lamented.
 “Nairobi deserves better. It 

deserves leadership that is 
transparent, accountable, and 
focused on service delivery,” 
he added. 
He argued that a change of 

leadership in Nairobi was in-
evitable if residents wanted 
real development. According 
to him, Agnes Kagure rep-
resents that change. 
“Since the residents of the 

city need real leadership and 
focused service, a selfless 
leader like Agnes Kagure 
comes in handy,” Oduol said. 
He urged Nyeri residents with 
relatives living and working 
in Nairobi to encourage them 
to support leaders who priori-
tize the welfare of the people 
over personal gain.
During the ceremony, lead-

ers were divided on where 
Dr Kagera should contest as 
a Governor. Some supported 

her bid in Nairobi with others 
hinting she was also welcome 
in her birthplace of Nyeri. 
Democracy for Citizens 

Party (DCP) Elders Council 
Chairman Maina Kamanda 
who also addressed the gath-
ering called on residents of the 
Mt Kenya region to remain 
united and to ignore divisive 
politics that offer no value to 
their economic activities. Ka-
manda said farmers, traders, 
and small business owners in 
the region are struggling, and 
what they need now is uni-
ty and policies that grow the 
economy, not ethnic mobili-
zation.
“Our people are looking for 

markets for their milk, pota-
toes, and tea. They are looking 
for good roads and affordable 
inputs. They are not looking 
for leaders who will come ev-
ery five years to divide them 
along tribal lines,” Kamanda 
said. “Let us remain united as 
a community and as a nation. 
That is how we will attract 
investment and improve live-
lihoods.”
Other leaders who echoed 

the call for enhanced national 
unity and cohesion included 
Nyeri governor Mutahi Ka-
higa, The New Democrats 
TND) Party leader Dr Thuo 
Mathenge and Jubilee vice 
chairman David Murathe.
The funeral was attended by  

leaders from all cadres among 
them university students lead-
er Anthony Manyara, sena-
torial aspirant Nick Mararo 
and Nyeri Town constituency 
DCP  aspirant Gerge Mwan-
gi Box among other county, 
parliamentary, and civic as-
pirants from Nyeri and neigh-
boring counties. 
 The diverse attendance was 

cited by speakers as a sign 
that Kenyans are yearning 
for leaders who can bridge 
regional and political divides.
In eulogies, family members 

described the late Mary Wan-
gui Mwangi as a matriarch 
who instilled discipline, hard 
work, and love for communi-

Politics Sonko warned citizens against falling for leaders who would take the country down the same dangerous path witnessed during the 2007/2008 post-election violence

2027: Leaders warn 
against the return of 
ethnic politics
BY MKT REPORTER

 @themtkenyatimes

From left; David Murathe, Mutahi Kahiga, Margaret Karungaru, Agnes Kagure and William Oduol 
at Gitathi-ini area, Nyeri County.

Siaya Deputy Governor Dr William Oduor addressing the mourn-
ers.

Dr Agnes Kagure addressing the mourners
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tion of Kenyan tea.

A divisive reform

The Tea Levy Regulations 
have reopened old debates 
about who benefits from Ken-
ya’s tea industry and who 
should bear the costs of sus-
taining it.
Government officials argue 

that the levy restores a funding 
mechanism that existed be-
fore being abolished in 2016 
and is necessary to strengthen 
the industry’s resilience.
Agriculture Cabinet Secre-

tary Mutahi Kagwe has previ-
ously defended the levy, say-
ing Kenya has for years failed 
to adequately market and 
protect its tea brand in global 
markets.
“Kenyan tea is globally rec-

ognised, yet many markets do 
not identify it as Kenyan. Sus-
tainable funding is necessary 
if we are to build and protect 
that identity,” he said.
Tea Board Chairman Nd-

ung’u Gathinji has similarly 
argued that the levy should be 
viewed as a strategic invest-
ment rather than a punitive 
tax.
Critics, however, question 

both the timing and imple-
mentation of the measure.
Farmer representatives have 

complained that they were 
not sufficiently consulted 
and warn that the cumulative 
burden of taxes, statutory de-
ductions and operational costs 
continues to erode growers’ 
earnings.
Some have threatened legal 

action, arguing that any policy 
affecting farmers’ livelihoods 
must enjoy broader stakehold-
er consensus.

Global comparisons

TBK insists Kenya remains 
among the most competitive 
tea producers globally despite 
the levy.
The Board notes that Ken-

yan tea sells at an average of 
USD 2.27 per kilogramme, 
significantly below teas from 
Sri Lanka, India, China and 
Rwanda, whose prices range 
between USD 3.50 and USD 
4.50 per kilogramme.
It also points out that other 

tea-producing countries im-
pose similar charges.
Sri Lanka levies various tea 

development charges amount-
ing to between KSh2.82 and 
KSh5.24 per kilogramme. In-
dia subjects tea to a five per 

cent Goods and Services Tax, 
while Bangladesh imposes a 
one per cent cess on auction 
prices.
Pakistan, a major tea-import-

ing nation, applies multiple 
taxes and charges that cumu-
latively approach 30 per cent.
Against that backdrop, TBK 

maintains that Kenya’s levy 
of between Sh2 and Sh3 per 
kilogramme is modest and 
unlikely to undermine com-
petitiveness.

The bigger picture

Tea remains Kenya’s leading 
agricultural export and one of 
its most important sources of 
foreign exchange.
The sector supports millions 

of livelihoods directly and 
indirectly, with smallholder 
farmers accounting for more 
than 60 per cent of national 

production.
Yet the industry faces per-

sistent challenges, including 
climate variability, rising pro-
duction costs, overreliance on 
traditional markets and limit-
ed value addition.
Whether the Tea Levy be-

comes the catalyst for sector 
transformation envisioned 
by policymakers or another 
flashpoint in the long-run-
ning battle over control and 
distribution of tea revenues 
remains to be seen.
For now, the debate reflects 

a larger question confronting 
Kenya’s tea industry: how 
to finance its future without 
alienating the very farmers 
whose labour sustains it.
As stakeholders continue to 

trade accusations and defend 
competing narratives, one 
thing is certain; the battle over 
the tea levy is far from over.

The Tea Board of Kenya 
(TBK) has mounted its stron-
gest defence yet of the contro-
versial Tea Levy introduced 
last month, dismissing claims 
that the new charge has trig-
gered a crisis at the Mombasa 
Tea Auction and insisting that 
the levy is critical to the fu-
ture competitiveness of Ken-
ya’s most valuable agricultur-
al export.
In a statement, TBK sought 

to counter what it termed as 
“misinformation” surround-
ing the Tea (Levy) Regula-
tions, 2026, which took effect 
on May 1.
The Board’s intervention 

comes against a backdrop 
of growing disquiet among 
tea stakeholders, particularly 
leaders allied to the Kenya 
Tea Development Agency 
(KTDA), who have linked de-
clining tea absorption rates at 
the auction to the new levy.
At the centre of the dispute 

is a 0.8 per cent levy imposed 
on the auction value of tea 
exports and customs value of 
direct sales.
 The levy, introduced under 

Section 53 of the Tea Act and 
operationalised through Legal 
Notice No. 56 published in 
April, is expected to generate 
funds for tea sector develop-
ment.
However, the Board insists 

that much of the criticism di-
rected at the levy is based on 
misconceptions rather than 
facts.

Unsold tea stocks

One of the most contentious 
claims has been that the levy 
has led to a buildup of unsold 
tea stocks at the Mombasa 
auction.
TBK rejected the assertion, 

arguing that current market 
conditions are largely season-
al.
According to the Board, 

through the CEO Willy Mu-
tai, the introduction of the 
levy coincided with peak tea 

production driven by favour-
able rainfall in tea-growing 
regions. At the same time, 
international demand slowed 
due to summer conditions in 
key markets and disruptions 
in shipping routes caused by 
the ongoing conflict in the 
Middle East.
“The average weekly uptake 

for Kenya tea at the auction 
ranges between seven and 
eight million kilogrammes, 
while supplies during peak 
production periods reach be-
tween nine and 11 million ki-
logrammes,” the Board said.
Data provided by TBK 

showed that approximately 77 
per cent of tea offered at the 
auction during May and early 
June was sold, compared to 
70 per cent during the same 
period last year.
The Board also took a swipe 

at KTDA, accusing the agen-
cy of distorting the market by 
withdrawing teas even when 
buyers had matched factory 
reserve prices.
“Such practices are detrimen-

tal to tea growers because the 
same teas often attract lower 
prices when reintroduced to 
the market weeks later,” TBK 
said.
The allegation is likely to in-

tensify tensions between the 
regulator and KTDA, which 
manages tea factories on be-
half of more than 680,000 
smallholder farmers.
KTDA officials have main-

tained that the levy has made 
Kenyan tea less attractive to 
buyers, with some opting for 
teas from neighbouring coun-
tries.
Earlier this month, some fac-

tory directors claimed certain 
factories recorded historical-
ly low sales at the auction, 
blaming buyers’ reluctance to 
absorb the additional costs as-
sociated with the levy.

Price fluctuations ‘normal’

TBK also dismissed sugges-
tions that the levy had caused 
a decline in tea prices.
It argued that fluctuations in 

auction prices have always 
reflected global supply and 

demand dynamics rather than 
domestic policy changes.
Over the past five years, the 

Board said, tea prices during 
peak production seasons have 
ranged between USD 1.99 and 
USD 2.46 per kilogramme of 
made tea.
During the April-May 2026 

high production period, Ken-
yan tea fetched an average of 
USD 2.24 per kilogramme. 
That figure was higher than 
the USD 1.99 recorded during 
the same period in 2025 and 
similar to the prices achieved 
in 2024.
The Board attributed recent 

market weakness to geopo-
litical tensions, economic 
slowdowns and changing 
consumption patterns in key 
export destinations.

Who pays?

Perhaps the most political-
ly sensitive issue has been 
whether tea farmers them-
selves will shoulder the bur-
den of the levy.
TBK insists they will not.
The Board says the levy is 

payable by exporters and im-
porters at the point of export 
or import and is therefore a 
consumer tax rather than a 
deduction from farmers’ earn-
ings.
Based on Kenya’s average 

tea price of USD 2.27 per ki-
logramme in 2025, the levy 
translates to roughly USD 
0.018 per kilogramme, equiv-
alent to about KSh2.36.
The regulations also impose 

a 100 per cent import duty on 
imported made tea, a measure 
the Board says is designed to 
shield the local industry from 
an influx of cheap, low-quali-
ty imports.
Revenue generated from the 

levy will be distributed across 
key industry interventions.
Half of the proceeds will go 

towards tea price stabilisation 
for farmers. Fifteen per cent 
has been earmarked for main-
tenance of feeder roads in 
tea-growing areas, 20 per cent 
for tea research and develop-
ment, and another 15 per cent 
for the marketing and promo-

Tea TBK sought to counter what it termed as “misinformation” surrounding the Tea (Levy) Regulations, 2026, which took effect on May 1

Tea levy debate deepens as 
TBK defends new tax amid 
farmers’ concerns
BY WMW

 @themtkenyatimes

Willy Mutai

Ndung’u Gathenji
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Parents must assume the role of 
counseling their children to avoid 
incidents like the Utumishi school 
fire tragedy in Nakuru County that 
claimed the lives of 16 girls, Thika 
Town MP Alice Ng’ang’a says.
She asked the parents and guardians 

not to abdicate their crucial role in 
moulding the characters of their off-
springs and instead leave it to teach-
ers.
Speaking during the disbursement 

of KSh17.7 million bursary cheques 
to 2,500 students of tertiary insti-
tutions from her constituency, the 
legislator told parents to take time to 
be with their children so as to know 
what they may be going through.
“Parents must get serious with their 

parental duties and responsibilities 
and speaking to their children es-
pecially during the midterm. It has 

been revealed that the problem is 
deeply rooted within the families 
and it is high time parents address 
it,” she said.
Ng’ang’a added, “It’s so painful 

that some parents are burying their 
daughters and it also hurts that some 
young girls behind the Utumishi ar-
son attack have dented their future. 
We must address the issues affecting 
our children as stakeholders in the 
education sector.”
She also noted that learners at Cha-

nia Boys High School which was 
the venue for the event, had set the 
institution on fire a few days back, 
leading to its closure.
“The fire was swiftly contained 

and there was no severe damages 
or injuries to any of our students. I 
however urge our children to always 
speak our whenever they are faced 
with difficulties instead of resulting 
to things that can risk their lives or 
jeopardize their future,” she said.
At the same time, the MP also hailed 

students of Thika Girls School, 
Karibaribi for remaining peaceful 
and refusing to join the bandwag-
on of peers bent on destruction of 
school property.
Drawing a comparison between 

learners of yesteryears and todays’, 
Ms Ng’ang’a said there is no way 
parents can use draconian ways to 
discipline their children because of 
changing times in which they are 
well aware of their rights.
She also took the occasion to criti-

cize the Kiambu County government 
for neglecting roads in her constit-
uency, vowing to mobilize resourc-
es from the national government to 
bridge the gap.
Thika West Deputy County Com-

missioner James Wanyoike called 
for concerted efforts between all 
players in the education sector to 
curb unrests.

Schools Parents must get serious with their parental duties and responsibilities and speaking to their children especially during the midterm

MP calls for concerted efforts to tame 
schools unrest
BY John Kamau

 @themtkenyatimes

Thika Town MP Alice Ng’ang’a
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They say women are the mirror of heaven,
Our smiling faces are eternal laughter.

There is no sorrow in the world when you are 
there,

A handful of rain falls on the paths you walk.

If women are one, my mother is the only one,

In my days of sorrow, my mother is a paragon.
Her love is the ocean, my love is the only one,

The days without you, my heart is sad.

My sun that illuminates my days, my mother,
My companion who looks at me at nights, my 

mother.
My only support, my comfort, my mother,

My trust for every day, my mother.

All beauty is embodied in her,
The moonlight in the sky is less than your light.

You always think more of yourself,
I should be above everyone, my mother.

Bobonazarova Yulduz, 2nd year student of 
Urgench State Pedagogical Institute

We are living together 
under one roof,

And gratitude is the 
foundation of a happy life.

First, let us thank our 
mother,

Whose love, care, and 
sacrifices help us grow.
Her efforts are beyond 

measure,
And her affection cannot be counted.

Next, let us thank our father,
Our true hero,

Who works tirelessly for our well-being
And guides us toward a better future.

We should also thank the Universe,
For it has provided a home for all living beings.

We live together in one great house —
The Earth.

The Sun gives us light during the day,
The Moon and stars brighten the night.

We breathe the air that sustains our lives,
And enjoy the gifts of nature every day.

Let us never forget to be grateful for them.

Even non-living things deserve our thanks.

Buses, cars, and trains carry us wherever we wish 
to go.

The metals and materials around us
Help make our daily lives easier and more 

comfortable.

Gratitude is not merely a word to speak;
It is a feeling to live.

Truthfulness is not merely a virtue to admire;
It is a value to practice.

When gratitude fills our hearts
And truthfulness guides our actions,

We can achieve whatever we truly need.

So let us live with gratitude,
Walk with truthfulness,

And spread kindness wherever we go.

Live gratefully.
Live truthfully.

Live happily.

 Thankful hearts create meaningful lives. 

V. JAYANTHI 
Graduate teacher 

Creative  Writer 
PUMS Konganancherry 

Tamil Nadu India

God hears our prayers and we receive blessings 
Tears overflows on cheeks and feel the hands of 

wiping.
We feel relaxed with his consoling support and 

kindness.
He travels along with us and guides and shows 

goodness.

Without prayers we never achieve anything 
But we can do many things with prayers.

And we can get and achieve anything. 
Group prayers brings us togetherness and 

happiness.

We work, we work all the day,but we never 
conclude anything.

A little bit of prayer brings a conclusion.
Prayers with hope brings happiness and 

prosperity. 
Always keep your trust and prayers.

Rajesh Kanna B N 

RAJESH KANNA .B N
M.Sc.,M.A.,M..,

PGDG & C,B.Ed., CELT.
BT Asst.

GMHSCHOOL, TIRUR.
TIRUVALLUR DISTRICT.

Tamil Nadu
India.

Creative Writers.
Educationist.

I lay awake at night just to see you glow.

Waiting and wondering what’s hidden deep inside 
the forest 

Be it the darkness, light or the rest 

Sitting at the hotel window late at night 
Staring in to the deep unknown 

Sing silent tales all the stars and the moon 
Pondering If the sayings are true of the distant 

crone 

I can hear it in the speech of the blue magpie 
Still pondering where it all lies 

Just awaiting to see something 
Perhaps a glimpse or a hint 

Make my speculations come true 
Let all the logic and facts flow 

Come along and leave me speechless 
Delight me with unfathomable tales to tell

Irrelevant are the thoughts of the normal for me 
In my heart I know profoundly 

It’s entirely what my eyes can see 

The stories, the legends and the folklore  
Came true all at once 

Bless me in the cavernous twilight 
So May I enter your gleaming world 

Still sitting on the edge of the window 
I write this at midnight 

Come along now, show me the light 

To all the secrets that the mountains hold, 
I lay awake at night just to see you glow…

🏔🌄️♥💌️🌬🌠️🌟

Kashish Makkar

From 
C. Santhi 

To 
The Editor

Mt. Kenya International Newspaper

Respected Sir

I am writing to express my sincere gratitude to 
Mt. Kenya International Newspaper for publishing 
my poem in The Mt. Kenya Times. Seeing my work 
in print in your esteemed publication brought me 

immense joy.

Thank you for extending the same kindness to 
the other Creative Writers whose poems were 

also featured. Your support for literature and for 
emerging poets is truly encouraging. For many 
of us, this recognition is both an honour and a 

motivation to keep writing.

Words cannot fully convey how grateful  and 
happy we are for the platform you have provided. 
Please extend my appreciation to your editorial 

team for their efforts in promoting creative 
voices.

 Thank you once again for this opportunity.

Yours faithfully,
C. Santhi

Model govt girls hr. Sec. School
Buvanagiri, Cuddalore 

On behalf of Creative Writers
Brother and sister like to play,
They laugh and smile every day.
One day they fought over a toy,

It took away their happy joy.

They shouted loud and looked upset,
It was their biggest fight yet.

Mother came and said, “Be kind,”
“Good words are better,” she reminded.

They said sorry with a smile,
And played together for a while.

They shared the toy and felt alright,
Love made them friends again that night.

S. Yasir shihan
VII std

Government high school
Sakkarakkottai

Mom Gratitude and truthfulness

When we work, we work. When we 
pray, God works.

To all the secrets that the mountains hold

Expression of sincere gratitude

The siblings fight
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Thousands of youths are 
set to benefit from millions 
of shillings in prize mon-
ey, sports kits and other re-
wards following the launch 
of the 2026 Governor’s Cup, 
a grassroots football tourna-
ment aimed at nurturing talent 
and empowering youth, with 
the overall champions set to 
pocket Sh1 million.
Governor Susan Kihika of-

ficially launched the county-
wide competition at the 
Afraha Stadium on Saturday, 
unveiling what is expected to 
be one of the largest football 
tournaments ever organized 
by the county government.
Organized in partnership 

with the Football Kenya Fed-
eration (FKF), the competi-
tion seeks to widen partici-
pation in organized football 
while creating a structured 
pathway for talent identifica-
tion and development.
Kihika said the initiative 

forms part of the county gov-
ernment’s broader efforts to 
use sports as a vehicle for 
youth empowerment, social 
cohesion and talent develop-
ment within local communi-
ties.
“My administration is com-

mitted to making the Gov-
ernor’s Cup an annual event 
that consistently nurtures tal-
ent, scouts talent, promotes 
healthy competition and 
strengthens community uni-
ty,” she said.
The governor noted that at-

tractive prizes have been set 
aside at every stage of the 
competition, with teams pro-
gressing through successive 
rounds as organizers work to 
establish a sustainable sport-
ing calendar across the coun-
ty.
The launch attracted lo-

cal leaders, sports officials, 
coaches and players, many of 
whom welcomed the tourna-
ment as a timely opportunity 
to expose emerging talent and 
increase participation in com-
petitive football.

Nakuru FKF branch chair-
man Francis Oliele praised 
the initiative, saying it aligns 
with the federation’s man-
date of identifying, nurturing 
and exposing football talent 
across the country.
Oliele described the Gover-

nor’s Cup as the first football 
tournament of its scale in Na-
kuru since the advent of devo-
lution nearly 15 years ago, 
terming it a significant mile-
stone in the county’s sporting 

development.
According to the FKF offi-

cial, grassroots tournaments 
provide an important pathway 
for young players by offering 
competitive match experi-
ence, exposure to scouts and 
coaches, and opportunities to 
progress to academies, pro-
fessional clubs and national 
teams.
The competition also com-

plements the county gov-
ernment’s ongoing invest-

ments targeting young people 
through programmes focused 
on skills development, enter-
prise growth and alternative 
income-generating opportu-
nities.
Kihika said the county was 

simultaneously investing 
in sports infrastructure to 
strengthen the local sporting 
ecosystem and create better 
training and competition en-
vironments for athletes.
Among the flagship projects 

is the rehabilitation of Afra-
ha Stadium, a historic venue 
that has hosted major national 
football and athletics events 
over the years. The county is 
also overseeing the construc-
tion of a modern stadium in 
Olenguruone as part of efforts 
to expand access to quality 
sporting facilities.
“Sports remain a powerful 

vehicle for youth empow-
erment, talent identification 
and social transformation. 
Through this tournament, we 
are creating opportunities for 
young people to showcase 
their abilities while opening 
pathways for personal growth 
and future success both on 
and off the field,” Kihika said.
The tournament got under-

way immediately after the 
launch, with Ogilgei FC de-
feating Wakulima FC in a 
penalty shootout following a 
tightly contested opening fix-
ture.
In the second match, 

Kivumbini FC edged out 
Kibara FC of Kuresoi North 
2-1 to secure progression to 
the next round, setting the 
tone for what organizers ex-
pect to be a highly competi-
tive tournament.
Players and coaches ex-

pressed optimism that the 
Governor’s Cup would evolve 
into a key platform for iden-

tifying future stars while 
promoting healthy lifestyles, 
community engagement and 
economic activity linked to 
sporting events across Nakuru 
County.
In an earlier interview, refer-

ee Josephine Mukungu said 
the tournament would provide 
short-term employment op-
portunities for match officials, 
with dozens expected to earn 
income through officiating 
duties during matches staged 
across Nakuru County.
Austin Kariuki, captain of 

Kanyon All-Stars FC, said the 
tournament would help keep 
young people engaged in con-
structive activities, reducing 
their vulnerability to drug and 
substance abuse while pro-
moting discipline, talent de-
velopment and positive com-
munity participation.

Governor’s Cup Kihika said the initiative forms part of the county government’s broader efforts to use sports as a vehicle for youth empowerment

Millions up for grabs as Kihika 
kicks off 2026 Governor’s Cup
BY Suleiman Mbatiah

 @themtkenyatimes

Governor Kihika during the launch at Afraha Stadium. Governor Kihika during the launch at Afraha Stadium. |  |  Photo: Suleiman Mbatiah

Part of action during a display match at the launch.
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market reach, improving vis-
ibility, and building resilience 
in an increasingly demanding 

business environment.
Industry players expressed 

hope that collaborative efforts 

between government agen-
cies, the private sector, and 
development partners would 
help create sustainable solu-
tions capable of revitalising 
SMEs and unlocking their full 
contribution to Kiambu Coun-
ty’s economic growth and job 
creation.

Small and Medium Enter-
prises (SMEs) across Kiambu 
County have voiced growing 
concerns over the deteriorat-
ing business environment, 
warning that escalating oper-
ating costs and reduced con-
sumer spending are placing 
many businesses under severe 
financial strain.
The entrepreneurs say the 

current economic conditions 
have significantly slowed 
business activity, with de-
clining sales and shrinking 
profit margins forcing many 
enterprises to scale down op-
erations, while others are con-
templating closure altogether.
The concerns emerged during 

a stakeholders’ meeting held 
in preparation for the upcom-
ing Thika Trade and SME 
Expo, which will take place 
from June 25 to 27 at Thika 
Technical Training Institute. 
Business owners used the fo-
rum to highlight the mounting 
challenges affecting the sec-
tor, including rising costs of 
raw materials, multiple taxes 
and levies, and the declining 
purchasing power of consum-
ers.
Speaking during the meeting, 

Joseph Muriithi, Director of 

Sigita Enterprise Limited, a 
beauty products manufactur-
ing company, said SMEs are 
grappling with unprecedented 
increases in production costs, 
with prices of essential raw 
materials having nearly tri-
pled over the past few years.
According to Muriithi, 

shrinking household incomes 
have weakened consumer 
demand, leaving businesses 
with the difficult choice of 
either absorbing increased 
production costs or passing 
them on to customers and 
risking further loss of sales in 
an already highly competitive 
market.
He urged the government to 

strengthen policy interven-
tions aimed at supporting 
SMEs, emphasizing that the 
sector remains a critical pillar 
of Kenya’s Bottom-Up Eco-
nomic Transformation Agen-
da and one of the country’s 
largest sources of employ-
ment and innovation.
Kiambu Deputy County Di-

rector of Trade Patricia Wam-
bugu acknowledged the eco-
nomic challenges confronting 
local enterprises, noting that 
the county government is ac-
tively pursuing measures to 
create a more conducive envi-
ronment for business growth 
and investment.
Wambugu also expressed 

optimism that the anticipated 
elevation of Thika to city sta-
tus would stimulate economic 
expansion by attracting fresh 
investments, improving infra-
structure, and creating new 
opportunities for entrepre-
neurs and residents alike.
The upcoming Thika Trade 

and SME Expo is expected to 
bring together entrepreneurs, 
investors, manufacturers, and 
industry stakeholders from 
across the region to network, 
exchange ideas, and explore 
potential business partner-
ships.
Also addressing the meeting, 

Josphat Nyongesa, Director 
of TJ Premiers and the event 
organiser, said the expo has 
been designed to empower 
SMEs through business train-
ing, marketing opportunities, 
and increased market expo-
sure.
Nyongesa noted that the ex-

hibition will provide local 
enterprises with a platform to 
showcase their products and 
services, connect with poten-
tial investors and customers, 
and strengthen their competi-
tiveness despite the prevailing 
economic challenges.
He further encouraged en-

trepreneurs to embrace inno-
vation, technology, and dig-
ital marketing strategies as 
essential tools for expanding 

SMEs The concerns emerged during a stakeholders’ meeting held in preparation for the upcoming Thika Trade and SME Expo

SMEs in Kiambu decry tough economic 
climate as Thika Trade Expo nears

BY Felix Njenga
 @themtkenyatimes

Joseph Muriithi - Director, Sigita Enterprise Limited.
Josphat Nyongesa - TJ Primier Director and Events organiser
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For six days, a team of humanitari-
an leaders, entrepreneurs, educators, 
and mentors from the United States 
travelled across Kenya with one mis-
sion to uplift communities, inspire 
students, and create lasting change.
The initiative, dubbed “Rise Up 

Kenya,” is a partnership between the 
Alpha Queen Collective and Civili-
ty Voice Diplomats. Through men-
torship, community outreach, edu-
cational support, and humanitarian 
work, the team reached thousands 
of learners and vulnerable families 
across the region.
Leading the delegation was Carissa 

Adkins, founder of the Alpha Queen 
Collective and the Alpha Queen Ris-
ing Movement, who said returning 
to Kenya was both exciting and ful-
filling.
“We have brought together heart-

led leaders, entrepreneurs, healers, 
and teachers to mentor students, em-
power communities, and give back 
in meaningful ways,” she said.
According to Adkins, the organisa-

tion’s work in Kenya is built on three 
key pillars: community outreach, 
education and mentorship, and em-
powerment. Their efforts include 
supporting students through schol-
arships, donating learning materi-
als, rebuilding homes for vulnerable 
families, and providing resources 
that help children stay in school.
“Our goal is to create opportunities 

and inspire young people to believe 
in their potential while supporting 
communities facing different chal-
lenges,” she said.
The team worked closely with Am-

bassador Dominic Obadiah, founder 
and president of Civility Voice Dip-
lomats, who coordinated many of 
the activities during the visit.
Obadiah said the Rise Up Kenya 

mission was designed to identify 
community needs and provide prac-
tical solutions that can transform 
lives.
“We are committed to creating im-

pact where it is needed most. This 
trip allowed us to interact direct-
ly with students and communities 
and understand the challenges they 
face,” he said.
During their visits to schools, the 

team encountered an unexpect-
ed challenge. Several schools had 
closed due to ongoing student unrest 
that has affected parts of the country.

Despite the disruptions, the visitors 
managed to engage with learners and 
school leaders, gaining insights into 
some of the issues contributing to 
the unrest.
“We discovered that many students 

are struggling with discipline, peer 
pressure, and uncertainty about their 
future careers. These are areas where 
mentorship can make a huge differ-
ence,” said Obadiah.
Members of the delegation used 

their personal experiences to encour-
age learners to make positive choic-
es and resist negative influences.
Larissa Reed from California said 

many school principals requested the 
team to reinforce messages around 
discipline, personal responsibility, 
and leadership.
“We wanted students to understand 

that they have the power to make 
good decisions and not be influenced 
by peer pressure. By sharing our 
own life stories, we hoped to inspire 
them to stay focused on their goals,” 
she said.
Beyond mentorship, the delega-

tion delivered significant support 
to schools and communities. Ac-

cording to Adkins, the team donat-
ed school supplies that will benefit 
thousands of learners and provided 
scholarships and sponsorships for 37 
students from primary school to high 
school level.
The group also continued its cam-

paign against period poverty by dis-
tributing reusable menstrual cups to 
girls in schools. The initiative aims 
to help girls manage their menstrual 
health with dignity while reducing 
school absenteeism.
Last year, the organisation donated 

hundreds of menstrual cups to stu-
dents at Manga Girls High School. 
This year, they returned with addi-
tional supplies and plans to reach 
even more schools.
The team also invested in improv-

ing access to clean water by donat-
ing water tanks to schools and com-
munities.
In one of the most emotional mo-

ments of the visit, members helped 
renovate a house for a widower who 
had lived in difficult conditions for 
more than two decades.
The delegation further supported 

digital learning by contributing to 
the establishment of computer lab-
oratories in schools that previously 
had little or no access to technology.
According to Adkins, the value of 

the support delivered during the six-
day mission exceeded KSh 6 million, 
made possible through fundraising 
efforts undertaken before travelling 
to Kenya.
For many of the visitors, howev-

er, the greatest reward was not the 
donations but the connections they 
formed with the people they met.
Leanne Harrell-McCoy said the 

warm welcome they received from 
students left a lasting impression.
“The singing, dancing, and joy we 

experienced in the schools touched 
our hearts. Spending time with the 
children and learning about their dai-

ly lives is something I will carry with 
me forever,” she said.
Odessa (Dess) Perkins  who runs a 

nonprofit organisation supporting at-
risk youth and survivors of human 
trafficking, said the experience was 
deeply personal.
Having overcome difficult challeng-

es in her own life, she felt a strong 
connection with many of the stu-
dents she met.
“I came here hoping to inspire 

young people, but they ended up in-
spiring me. Seeing their resilience 
and determination has changed me, 
and I already want to come back,” 
Perkins said.
Von Thomas echoed similar sen-

timents, saying the experience had 
transformed the entire delegation.
“We came to impact the students, 

but they also impacted us. The re-
lationship we have built with these 
communities is something we hope 
to continue for many years,” she 
said.
Sports also became a powerful tool 

for connection. Members of the del-
egation spent time playing basket-
ball and other games with students 
while encouraging them to pursue 
their talents.
Kerry Thomas noted that supporting 

young athletes goes beyond provid-
ing equipment.
“It’s about building confidence, dis-

cipline, and hope for the future. See-
ing the smiles on the children’s fac-
es and watching them pursue their 
dreams is incredibly rewarding,” he 
said.
Through mentorship, education, 

humanitarian support, and genuine 
human connection, the initiative is 
helping to build brighter futures for 
young people while strengthening 
ties between communities in Ken-
ya and supporters from around the 
world.

Mentorship During their visits to schools, the team encountered an unexpected challenge. Several schools had closed due to ongoing student unrest 

Rise up Kenya initiative brings hope, 
mentorship and opportunities to communities
BY Elizabeth Angira 
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Children’s homes  For many children living in care, the deepest wound is not the absence of material things. It is the absence of family. 

lence. Children in care learn 
early to manage their feel-
ings carefully. They do not 
want to appear ungrateful for 
what they have been given, 
and they do not want to seem 
weak. So the grief, the lone-
liness, the anxiety about the 
future — all of it tends to go 
inward. The question of what 
happens when they eventually 
leave the home is a source of 
particular worry, and it rarely 
goes away.
And yet this is not, at its 

heart, a story of despair. It 
is a story of resilience — of 
young people who wake up 
every morning, go to school, 
work towards their dreams, 

and refuse to be defined by 
circumstances they did not 
choose. Many children from 
care homes go on to excel 
academically, to lead in their 
communities, and to inspire 
people around them in ways 
that have nothing to do with 
where they came from. That 
determination is real, and it is 
worth far more than the occa-
sional donation of tinned food 
and used clothing.
Because that is where our re-

sponsibility as a society tends 
to fall short. We give when it is 
convenient. We drop off sup-
plies, attend the annual fund-
raiser, pose for a photograph. 
What these children actually 

need is harder to package and 
easier to postpone: mentor-
ship, sustained educational 
support, emotional invest-
ment, and genuine acceptance 
from people willing to show 
up not once but consistently. 
They need adults who believe 
in their potential and are pre-
pared to walk alongside them 
over time — not just when it 
is easy, or visible, or makes us 
feel good about ourselves.
The true measure of any soci-

ety is how it treats those with 
the least power to demand 
better. Behind the walls of 
children’s homes are young 
people with dreams as large 
as anyone else’s. They are 
not asking for pity. They are 
asking for opportunity, for 
dignity, and for the chance to 
belong.
The next time you pass a 

children’s home, or meet a 
child who grew up in one, 
look a little closer. Beyond the 
uniform, beyond the practised 
smile, beyond the label — 
there is almost always a story 
of courage and quiet strength. 
It deserves to be heard.

Every day, we pass chil-
dren’s homes and orphanages 
without giving much thought 
to the lives unfolding behind 
their gates. We see children 
playing football, singing in 
church, walking to school, 
smiling for visitors. To most 
of us, these places look like 
exactly what they are meant 
to be — havens of safety 
and hope. But behind many 
of those smiles lie stories of 
pain, loss, and quiet struggle 
that rarely find their way into 
the open.
For many children living in 

care, the deepest wound is not 
the absence of material things. 
It is the absence of family. 
They may have a roof over 
their heads, food on the table, 
and a school uniform pressed 
and ready each morning. But 
they also carry questions that 
no caregiver, however devot-
ed, can fully answer. Why did 
my parents leave? Do they 

think about me? Will I ever 
belong somewhere?
Those questions surface most 

sharply on the days that are 
supposed to be joyful. Birth-
days, school visiting days, 
graduations, public holidays 
— these are the occasions 
when the contrast is hardest 
to ignore. While other chil-
dren are embraced by parents 
and relatives, many children 
in homes stand a little apart, 
watching. The feeling of be-
ing different does not disap-
pear simply because someone 
has done their best to make 
you feel loved. It settles qui-
etly, and it stays.
There is also the struggle 

with identity that few people 
talk about. Many children in 
care grow up knowing little 
about their own family back-
ground — their relatives, their 
origins, the circumstances 
that brought them into a chil-
dren’s home in the first place. 
As they get older, they try to 
piece their stories together 
from fragments of informa-

tion, half-remembered details, 
documents they may or may 
not be allowed to see. That 
uncertainty leaves marks. It 
can undermine confidence, 
complicate a sense of belong-
ing, and make it harder to an-
swer the most basic of ques-
tions: who am I, and where do 
I come from?
Society, too, often makes 

things harder rather than 
easier. There is a stubborn 
tendency to label children 
from care homes as troubled, 
dependent, or unlikely to 
amount to much. These ste-
reotypes are as unfair as they 
are damaging. Young people 
who are already working hard 
to overcome difficult begin-
nings should not also have to 
fight the assumptions of peo-
ple who have never taken the 
time to know them. Yet that 
is frequently what they face 
— not understanding, but 
judgement; not support, but 
exclusion.
The emotional weight of all 

this is usually carried in si-

The children we see, the pain we 
don’t
Behind the gates of  children’s homes are young people carrying stories most of  us will nev-
er hear — and a resilience that deserves far more than our sympathy

BY Hadassah Karangu
 @themtkenyatimes

Children’s homes
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More than 4,000 Malawian nation-
als seeking voluntary repatriation 
from South Africa remain stranded 
in Durban, as transport delays and 
a slow verification process continue 
to push back the start of large-scale 
evacuations. The group has gathered 
at Sherwood Park in KwaZulu-Natal 
after anti-immigration groups set a 
30 June deadline for undocument-
ed foreigners to leave the country, a 
move that sparked widespread fear 
and triggered a surge of arrivals from 
across Durban, Port Shepstone and 
Empangeni.
Officials say the first phase of the 

repatriation effort got under way on 
6 June 2026, when two buses carry-
ing 150 Malawians left the Western 
Cape for those displaced from Mos-
sel Bay. For the thousands now gath-
ered in Durban, however, there is 
still no confirmed date for their jour-
ney home, and progress on securing 
buses to the city has been minimal.
A representative from the Malawian 

embassy told local broadcasters that 
repatriation buses for those at Sher-
wood Park could arrive within the 
next three to four days. The embas-
sy said it had remained in constant 
contact with authorities in Malawi to 
relay what it described as the desper-
ate situation facing nationals stuck 
at the site. Women and children will 
be given priority once buses begin to 
depart, but before anyone can board, 
each person must first be verified by 
South Africa’s Department of Home 
Affairs.
That verification process has been 

slow and largely manual, with offi-
cials recording personal details in a 
hall below Sherwood Park, where 
heat, dust and the smell of rotting 
food have made working conditions 
difficult for both staff and those 
queuing. Following an inspection 
of the park on Thursday night, se-
nior officials from the Department 
of Home Affairs said the number of 
staff deployed to the site would be 
doubled in an effort to speed up doc-
umentation. By the time of that in-
spection, only 250 of the more than 
4,000 people gathered at the park 
had been processed.

Conditions at Sherwood Park have 
raised serious concern among aid or-
ganisations and community leaders. 
Hundreds of families are currently 
sleeping in an open field, exposed to 
the cold of the South African winter, 
while sanitation at the site remains 
extremely limited, with few toilets 
and no proper system for waste col-
lection. Health workers have warned 
that the risk of a disease outbreak 
will continue to grow if the num-
ber of people at the park continues 
to outpace the resources available to 
support them.
Osman Bhoola, the interim leader of 

the Malawian community at the park 
and a Chichewa interpreter assisting 
Home Affairs officials, described the 
situation as dire. “Life has become 
difficult for the women and children 
here. Some of the women are preg-
nant, and children are getting sick,” 
he said. He added that while staff at 

the local government hospital had 
been helpful, this had not been the 
case across the board, and that the 
group remained grateful for the as-
sistance it had received so far.
ANC MP Shaik Imraan Subrathie 

said arrangements were being made 
to put in place a better, coordinated 
and seamless system for those wait-
ing at the park. He stressed that in a 
crisis, officials were there to provide 
hope and leadership, and to ensure 
that visible progress was being made 
on the ground.
The repatriation effort follows a 

wave of attacks and intimidation 
directed at African migrants across 
Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal and the 
Western Cape. Malawi’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs formally launched 
its voluntary repatriation programme 
on 2 June, after its High Commission 
in Pretoria and Consulate in Johan-
nesburg received a flood of distress 

calls from nationals fearing for 
their safety. Ministry spokesperson 
Charles Nkhalamba said more than 
600 Malawians had already request-
ed assistance to leave South Africa, 
adding that discussions with South 
African authorities had focused on 
gaining a clearer understanding of 
the situation on the ground and on 
ensuring that Malawian nationals in 
the country were properly protected.
South African President Cyril Ra-

maphosa has condemned the vi-
olence behind the exodus, telling 
Parliament that while illegal immi-
gration must be addressed, there was 
no place in the country for xenopho-
bia, racism, sexism, Afrophobia or 
any other form of intolerance. The 
eThekwini Municipality said it had 
provided skip bins and water tank-
ers to help ease conditions at Sher-
wood Park, and urged anyone facing 
threats or intimidation to report such 

incidents to the police.
For those waiting at Sherwood Park, 

the delay is being measured in sleep-
less nights and uncertain mornings. 
Mattresses, food and baby supplies 
have reached some of the families at 
the site, but for most, the promise of 
buses remains just that — a promise. 
The Malawian embassy maintains 
that the buses will come, that veri-
fication will continue, and that the 
route home through Zimbabwe and 
Mozambique will eventually open. 
Until then, thousands of Malawians 
remain caught in limbo, torn be-
tween the threats they face in South 
Africa and a journey home that has 
yet to begin.

Malawians A representative from the Malawian embassy told local broadcasters that repatriation buses for those at Sherwood Park could arrive within the next three to four days

Repatriation delays leave thousands of Malawians 
stranded in Durban
Thousands gathered at Sherwood Park face worsening conditions as buses meant to carry them home fail to 
arrive on schedule

BY Norman Mwale
 @themtkenyatimes

Thousands of Malawians stranded in Durban
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On 11th July, thousands of people 
from all works of live will gather 
beneath the cool canopy and rolling 
hills of Kaptagat for what promises 
to become one of Kenya’s defining 
environmental moments of the de-
cade. The event will be guided by 
the commemorative theme “10 to 20: 
Restore, Sustain, Transform”. The 
celebration will stand as more than 
an annual tree planting exercise, but 
will represent ten years of proving 
that environmental restoration can 
become a practical pathway toward 
economic opportunity, climate re-
silience, stronger communities and 
sustainable development.
The event signals not the end of a 

journey but the beginning of a bold-
er chapter – one that seeks to move 
beyond recovering landscapes and 
toward creating enduring prosper-
ity for both people and nature. The 
10th edition arrives at a defining mo-
ment for both Kenya and the world. 
Climate variability, environmental 
degradation, water insecurity and 
increasing pressure on natural re-
sources continue to challenge com-
munities everywhere. Across many 
regions, ecosystems are under strain 
and livelihoods increasingly uncer-
tain.
Yet in Kaptagat another story is un-

folding. A story built not on despair 
– but on action. Nearly a decade 
ago, concern was growing over the 
gradual degradation of the Kaptagat 
ecosystem, one of the region’s most 
strategic water towers and an eco-
logical asset whose health directly 
influences livelihoods, biodiversity, 
climate regulation and long-term 
water security across Rift Valley 
and beyond. Communities began 
witnessing changing rainfall weath-
er patterns, increasing pressure on 
forests, weakening water flows, and 
growing environmental vulnerabil-
ity.
Rather than watch this trend contin-

ue, local professionals, conservation 
leaders, government institutions, 

communities and other partners unit-
ed around on powerful conviction; 
conservation must work for people 
if it is to work for nature. This con-
viction gave birth to KICP. What be-
gan in 2017 as a modest restoration 
effort has evolved into one of Ken-
ya’s most admired community-led 
conservation and livelihood pro-
grammes. Today, KICP stands as a 
living demonstration that forests can 
be restored while communities be-
come stronger.
The impact stretches across Kap-

tagat, Kessup, Sabor, Kipkabus and 
sarounding landscapes, where res-
toration efforts have reclaimed de-
graded ecosystems while opening 
new possibilities for households 
whose lives remains closely tied to 
the land. Over the years, thousands 
of hectares of degraded landscapes 
have undergone restorations. Million 
of indigenous trees and commer-
cial tree seedlings have been plant-
ed and nurtured, reparation zones 
and springs protected, ecological 
functions restored, water resilience 
strengthened, and critical catchment 
areas restored.
Greatest achievement for KICP is 

not only in number of hectares or 
seedlings planted, but the conser-
vation approaches. KICP made the 
community the architects of resto-
ration and deliberately integrated 
livelihoods into conservation with 
transformative results. Under the 

now celebrated initiative, house-
holds and Community Forest Asso-
ciations gained access to improved 
dairy breeds that increased incomes 
while encouraging zero grazing sys-
tems that reduced pressure on for-
ests.
Farmers diversified into cli-

mate-smart enterprise including 
avocado, tea, coffee, macadamia, 
mangoes and other high value agri-
cultural opportunities. Biogas and 
cleaner energy technologies reduced 
reliance on firewood and charcoal. 
Water resilience strengthened, local 
economic activities expanded and 
communities have gradually stopped 
viewing forests as the only source 
to extract and began seeing them as 
assets to sustain. Trees have ceased 
being viewed as vegetation but as 
investments in water, food, income, 
dignity and future generations.
Through this integrated model, 

KICP has transformed conservation 
into development pillars that include 
ecosystem restoration and forest in-
tegration, sustainable livelihoods, 
water security and climate resilience, 
clean energy transition, communi-
ty ownership and governance and 
partnership and innovation. These 
pillars have ensured restoration and 
protection of biodiversity, reduction 
on forest dependency, strengthened 
adaptation in changing climate, re-
duced pressure on forest, empow-
ered local community and forest 

associations as custodians of forest, 
and ensured collaboration between 
institutions, generations and sectors.
As KICP attains this historic mile-

stone, recognition belongs to the 
communities, farmers, women, 
youth, elders and forest associations. 
They opened their land, nurtured 
seedlings, carried trees uphill and 
protected watersheds, safeguard-
ed indigenous ecological wisdom 
and provided year-round steward-
ship. Their commitment has proven 
a timeless truth; conservation be-
comes sustainable only when com-
munities recognize themselves in 
its benefits. Special appreciation is 
deserved by sponsors, development 
partners and institutions whose sup-
port transformed vision into measur-
able impact.
The government agencies provided 

policy leadership, technical exper-
tise, and coordination while environ-
mental organisations, conservation 
networks, and professional institu-
tions ensured restoration remained 
structured, measurable and sustain-
able. The programme acknowledges 
the wider conservation movement 
and the athletic fraternity whose 
global recognition continues to draw 
attention to protecting Kaptagat’s 
unique environmental heritage.
A special tribute is owed to the 

Patron of KICP, Dr. Chris Kiptoo 
PhD., who’s relentless, and passion-
ate commitment, strategic-leader-

ship and sustained stewardship have 
helped shape KICP into respected 
movement today. Through years of 
mobilization, institution-building 
and advocacy, he has remained guid-
ed by a simple but powerful believe; 
that conservation must not only re-
store landscapes – it must improve 
lives. His leadership has helped unite 
government, communities, profes-
sionals, partners and citizens around 
a shared purpose and demonstrated 
that transformational leadership is 
built not through declarations, but 
through consistency.
As the programme enters its sec-

ond decade, the continued support 
and personal commitment of H.E 
President William Samoei Ruto re-
inforce the place of KICP within 
Kenya’s environmental vision. KICP 
aligns directly to Kenya’s ambi-
tion of planting 15 million trees by 
2032 and demonstrates how local 
action can generate national trans-
formation. As we celebrate these 
achievements, the future demands 
greater ambition. The next decade 
will demand increased tree surviv-
al, expanded clean energy, scaled 
climate smart enterprises, improved 
restoration monitoring, green jobs 
creation for youth, women and per-
sons with disabilities.
The challenges ahead is no lon-

ger whether restoration is possible, 
KICP has provided the answer. The 
question now is scale. Can Kap-
tagat become a model in Kenya? 
can restoration become self-sustain-
ing? Can environment stewardship 
become a way of life? Can future 
generations inherit landscapes richer 
than today’s? These questions will 
define the journey ahead to the next 
decade. The upcoming celebration 
on 11th July 2026 carrying seedlings 
and hope into the forest once more, 
they will not simply be planting 
trees. They will be planting memo-
ry, responsibility, possibility and the 
future. 
And in the enduring spirit of stew-

ardship that defines KICP and its 
patron; “true conservation is not 
measured by the trees planted in a 
season, but by the lives transformed 
and generations protected because 
someone chose to care long before 
the results could be seen”

Mr. Fredrick Kipchumba Chelimo 
PWD
Chairperson, Jiamini Disability 

network Community Based organi-
zation
Email: jiamini.network@gmail.com 

Conservation A decade of restoring landscapes, reviving livelihoods and building a legacy that will outlive generations

Kaptagat integrated conservation programme 
at 10: From restoration to transformation 
“When community chooses the future”

BY Fredrick Chelimo 
 @themtkenyatimes
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Sports >>   *Germany won their first opening match at a World Cup since lifting the trophy in 2014 as they eased to a 7-1 win 

against debutants Curacao in their opening Group E match in Houston yesterday.

Germany hammer World Cup debutants 
Curacao after early scare

Germany won their first open-
ing match at a World Cup since 
lifting the trophy in 2014 as they 
eased to a 7-1 win against debu-
tants Curacao in their opening 
Group E match in Houston yes-
terday.
The Germans will face stiffer 

tests against group rivals Ecua-
dor and Ivory Coast, but the win 
against the tiny Caribbean nation 
puts them in a good position to 
progress to the knockout stages 
for the first time since 2014.
An early German goal by Felix 

Nmecha was cancelled out by 
a deflected strike from Livano 
Comenencia, which had the Cu-
racao fans, known as the Blue 
Wave, out of their seats in Hous-
ton.
However, Nico Schlotterbeck, 

Kai Havertz with a double, Ja-
mal Musiala, Nathaniel Brown 
and Deniz Undav scored to put 

to bed any possibility of one of 
the greatest upsets in World Cup 
history.
Germany settled early, Nme-

cha scoring a beauty in the sixth 
minute, receiving the ball from 
Florian Wirtz and curling the 
ball round a Curacao defender 
and past goalkeeper Eloy Room.
The goal had coach Julian Na-

gelsmann letting out a huge roar.
Nmecha, who, like Musiala, 

played for England at junior 
level before choosing Germany, 
went close minutes later with a 
rasping effort from outside the 
box.
German goalkeeper Manuel 

Neuer, who at 40 is the oldest 
German player ever to appear 
at a World Cup and is playing in 
his fifth global tournament, had 
had little to do until Comenencia 
struck with a shot which took a 
deflection.

While Germany’s senior citizen 
shook his head ruefully, the old-
est coach to ever appear at the 
finals, 78-year-old Dick Advo-
caat, was up out of his seat arms 
raised.
The drinks break allowed the 

Germans to regroup.
Soon after the restart, Schlot-

terbeck’s header was brilliantly 
turned over the bar by Room.
The four-time world champions 

huffed and puffed around the 
Curacao goal, but time and again 
desperate defending frustrated 
their German opponents.
However, the Curacao defence 

cracked in the 38th minute when 
an unmarked Schlotterbeck 
headed home from a corner for 
his first goal for his country.
The Germans went into the 

break with a two-goal advan-
tage as Havertz stroked home a 
penalty after Nmecha had been 

brought down by Riechedly Ba-
zoer.
Germany struck 69 seconds into 

the second half, Musiala running 
on to Joshua Kimmich’s pass 
and scoring from a tight angle.
It should have been 5-1 just 

after the hour mark, but Leroy 
Sane sent his effort wide with 
only Room to beat.
Where Sane came up short, 

Brown did not as the fullback 
fired home just before the second 
hydration break.
Substitute Undav made it six 

with his seventh goal in his last 
seven international appearances.
Havertz rounded it off with his 

24th goal for Germany to repli-
cate the same scoreline as they 
famously recorded against hosts 
Brazil in the 2014 semi-finals.

AFP

Germany’s defender #18 Nathaniel Brown (C) celebrates with teammates after scoring his team’s fifth goal during the 2026 World Cup Group E football 
match between Germany and Curacao at the Houston Stadium in Houston on June 14, 2026. (Photo by RONALDO SCHEMIDT / AFP)
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Sports >>   *“To come to MetLife and compete with Brazil for 90 minutes is not easy. A point here is earned, 
not given.” — Walid Regragui

Atlas Lions Roar, Seleção Respond as Brazil 
and Morocco Open with Honours Even

By Norman Mwale

Brazil and Morocco began their 
World Cup 2026 campaign with a 
hard-fought 1-1 draw at MetLife 
Stadium, East Rutherford, in a 
contest that delivered tension, 
quality and a clear message to the 
rest of Group C. Morocco struck 
first in the 21st minute when Bra-
him Díaz slipped a precise pass 
into the path of Ismael Saibari, 
who finished with composure to 
stun the Brazilian defence. Bra-
zil responded swiftly through 
Vinícius Júnior, who levelled in 
the 32nd minute with a finish 
of real class that underlined his 
status among the game’s elite 
forwards. The match was finely 
poised thereafter, with both sides 
showing organisation, discipline 
and the ability to hurt the oppo-
sition on the break. The first half 

ended level and the second peri-
od became a tactical chess match 
as both coaches looked to gain 
the upper hand.
Carlo Ancelotti acted decisive-

ly at the interval after Casemiro 
was cautioned in the 36th min-
ute, withdrawing the midfielder 
and introducing Savinho to add 
energy and direct running down 
the right flank. The change shift-
ed Brazil’s approach from mea-
sured control to a more assertive 
pursuit of a winner. On the hour 
mark Ancelotti made a double 
substitution, sending on fur-
ther attacking reinforcements as 
Brazil pressed to break down a 
resolute Moroccan block. Walid 
Regragui answered with chang-
es of his own in the 64th minute, 
replacing Díaz with Chemsdine 
Talbi and Bilal El Khannouss 
with Azzedine Ounahi. The al-

terations saw Morocco trade 
creativity for industry, tighten 
their 4-3-2-1 shape and absorb 
Brazil’s pressure with discipline. 
Further substitutions followed 
from both benches as fresh legs 
were introduced to maintain 
intensity through ten minutes 
of added time, but neither side 
could find the decisive goal.
Ancelotti praised his team’s re-

sponse after the match, saying 
“We conceded early but showed 
character to equalise and contin-
ued to play our football. Against 
a team as well organised as Mo-
rocco you must be patient, and 
I am proud of the effort.” Re-
gragui was equally satisfied with 
his side’s resilience, noting “We 
defended with unity and creat-
ed problems on the counter. A 
point here is earned, not given.” 
Achraf Hakimi commended Mo-

rocco’s organisation and resolve 
while acknowledging room for 
improvement, reflecting “It was 
not an easy game, but we have to 
learn from the mistakes we made 
tonight. We have to continue to 
focus and win the next matches.” 
Vinícius Júnior, who was voted 
man of the match, added “They 
are a top team, very physical and 
very clever tactically. We pushed 
until the end and will take confi-
dence from the fight.” With one 
point each, both Brazil and Mo-
rocco depart New Jersey having 
demonstrated that they possess 
the quality and mentality to chal-
lenge deep into the tournament, 
and Group C now promises to be 
one of the most competitive of 
the competition.

Morocco celebrates 
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Her Excellency Ambassador Chap-
lain Naudia London, CDK, CGPA, 
affectionately known as “Salt,” is 
a distinguished humanitarian, faith 
leader, mental health coach, speaker, 
consultant, gospel minister, and in-
ternational peace ambassador whose 
work continues to transform lives 
across nations. Originating from 
Guyana and serving communities 
around the world, she has built a rep-
utation for combining faith, compas-
sion, and leadership to create mean-
ingful and sustainable social impact.
Driven by a deep commitment to 

human dignity and service, Am-
bassador London has dedicated her 
life to empowering individuals, 
strengthening families, and uplift-
ing vulnerable communities. Her 
influence extends beyond traditional 
leadership, reaching diverse popu-
lations through humanitarian initia-
tives, emotional wellness advocacy, 
ministry, mentorship, and communi-
ty development programs.
Throughout her career, she has 

demonstrated an exceptional ability 
to bridge faith and practical action. 
Her leadership philosophy is cen-
tered on the belief that every indi-
vidual deserves hope, opportunity, 
and the support necessary to achieve 
their full potential. This conviction 
has guided her work across multi-
ple sectors and has positioned her 
as a respected voice in humanitarian 
service and transformational leader-
ship.
As a mental health coach and ad-

vocate, Ambassador London has 
championed emotional wellness and 
personal resilience. Recognizing 
the growing importance of mental 
and emotional well-being, she has 
devoted significant efforts to help-
ing individuals navigate challeng-
es, overcome adversity, and devel-
op healthier perspectives. Through 

coaching, public speaking, and 
mentorship, she encourages people 
to embrace healing, strengthen emo-
tional intelligence, and pursue lives 
of purpose and fulfillment.
Her professional credentials further 

reflect her commitment to holistic 
care. Trained through the American 
Association of Christian Counselors 
and credentialed through the Cana-
dian International Chaplaincy Asso-
ciation, she approaches leadership 
and service with a comprehensive 
understanding of emotional, spiritu-
al, and social well-being. Her work 
emphasizes the importance of nur-
turing the whole person and creating 
environments where individuals can 
thrive both personally and profes-
sionally.
One of the most significant exam-

ples of her humanitarian vision is 
The Nations’ Children Uganda, a 
child-centered initiative she founded 
to support vulnerable children and 
families. Established with a mis-
sion to provide hope, care, and op-
portunity, the organization focuses 
on addressing the needs of children 
facing difficult circumstances while 
supporting family stability and long-
term development.
Under her leadership, the initiative 

currently supports between twenty 
and thirty children, with additional 
beneficiaries joining regularly. The 
program also extends assistance to 
expectant mothers and unborn chil-
dren, reflecting her belief that mean-
ingful care begins before birth. By 
investing in both children and fam-
ilies, the organization contributes to 
healthier communities and brighter 
futures for those it serves.
As The Nations’ Children Uganda 

approaches its first anniversary, the 
impact of the initiative continues to 
be reflected through the testimonies 
of families, guardians, and commu-
nity members whose lives have been 
positively transformed. These stories 
serve as powerful examples of how 
compassion, consistency, and pur-
poseful leadership can create lasting 
change.
Beyond her work in Uganda, Am-

bassador London remains actively 
involved in several international 
humanitarian efforts. She volunteers 
with Emerging Leaders and Oper-

ation Christmas Child, supporting 
initiatives focused on leadership de-
velopment, community engagement, 
and assistance for children and fam-
ilies worldwide. Her involvement 
demonstrates a strong commitment 
to global citizenship and service 
without borders.
She also serves as Secretary of the 

Caribbean Girls Mission of Hope, an 
international organization dedicat-
ed to empowering girls and young 
women through mentorship, educa-
tion, leadership development, and 
community engagement. Through 
this role, she contributes to programs 
designed to nurture confidence, de-
velop leadership skills, and create 
opportunities for future generations 
of female leaders.
In addition to her humanitarian 

service, Ambassador London con-
tributes to the international develop-
ment sector by supporting initiatives 
that strengthen communities, foster 
sustainable partnerships, and en-
courage inclusive growth. Her abili-
ty to transform vision into action has 
enabled her to contribute to projects 
that create measurable and lasting 
outcomes.
Her dedication to peace, equity, and 

social justice has also earned inter-
national recognition. As a United 
Nations Global Peace Ambassador, 
she advocates for understanding, 
collaboration, and peaceful coexis-
tence among diverse communities. 
Her work highlights the importance 
of unity, mutual respect, and shared 
responsibility in building a more eq-
uitable and harmonious world.
Ambassador London has further 

contributed to global dialogue 
through her support of the World 
Humanitarian Organization for 
Peace and Equity. As a presenter and 
contributor in international forums, 
she has shared valuable insights on 
peacebuilding, humanitarian leader-
ship, social justice, and community 
transformation.
Alongside her professional and hu-

manitarian achievements, Ambassa-
dor London remains deeply devoted 
to ministry. As a respected church 
leader and gospel minister, she uses 
faith as a foundation for empower-
ment, encouragement, and trans-
formation. Her ministry continues 

to inspire individuals from diverse 
backgrounds to pursue lives ground-
ed in hope, purpose, and service.
Known artistically as “Salt,” she 

also utilizes music and worship as 
powerful instruments for healing 
and inspiration. Through creative 
expression, she shares messages of 
faith, hope, and encouragement with 
audiences across the globe, further 
expanding her impact beyond tradi-
tional leadership platforms.
At the heart of Ambassador Lon-

don’s mission is a simple yet pow-
erful belief: true leadership is mea-
sured by service. Through faith, 
compassion, and purposeful action, 
she continues to uplift communities, 

nurture future leaders, and inspire 
meaningful change.
Her Excellency Ambassador Chap-

lain Naudia London represents the 
highest ideals of servant leader-
ship. Her journey serves as a testa-
ment to the transformative power of 
faith-driven service, visionary lead-
ership, and unwavering dedication to 
humanity. As her influence continues 
to grow across continents, her legacy 
remains one of hope, empowerment, 
and lasting impact.

Her Excellency Ambassador Chaplain Naudia London
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