Stakeholders have raised
concerns over the penal-
ties proposed in the Street
Vendors Bill, 2023, describ-
ing them as punitive and
disconnected from the re-
alities faced by small-scale
traders.
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Protest victims Survivors of state violence say the President’s acknowledgement of security force excesses fell short of justice

Victims reject Ruto apology

Survivors of last year’s anti-government protests
have rejected President William Ruto’s apology,
insisting he meet them personally and publish the
full list of beneficiaries of a KSh2 billion com-
pensation fund. Hours after Ruto admitted state
excesses that left thousands dead, maimed and
businesses destroyed, the Coalition of Victims
and Survivors Against State Violence dismissed
his remarks as inadequate. Representing over
1,100 claimants of killings, torture, abductions
and disappearances, the group said reconciliation
cannot rest on ambiguity. “No apology can erase
the bloodshed,” said survivor Joshua Okayo, de-
manding direct apologies. Advocate Nick Karan-
ja added that accountability requires face-to-face
reckoning, not State House communiqués. Sur-
vivors warned that transparency and swift pay-
ments are essential, and cautioned that compen-
sation cannot replace criminal prosecutions. They
set a one-week deadline for payouts, threatening

nationwide demonstrations if the government
fails to act. Page 9
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A collage of President William Ruto and Joshua Okayo, a survivor of abduction
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IG holds high-level security summit with
National Police Service Commanders

BY MKT REPORTER . .
O @themkenyatimes Some of the moments as captured in pictures

Inspector-General of the National Police Service
Douglas Kanja yesterday convened a high-level
security summit at the National Police Lead-
ership Academy in Ng'ong, bringing together
senior commanders from the Kenya Police
Service, Administration Police Service and the
Directorate of Criminal Investigations to review
the country’s security situation and enhance
operational preparedness.

The meeting assessed current operations, an-
alysed emerging crime trends and developed
strategic interventions aimed at strengthening
national security.

Accompanied by Deputy Inspector-General

of the Kenya Police Service Eliud Lagat, Dep-
uty Inspector-General of the Administration
Police Service Gilbert Masengeli and Director of
Criminal Investigations Mohamed Amin, Kanja
commended commanders for their commitment
in addressing evolving security threats.

He challenged them to adopt efficient, adaptive
strategies that maximise available resources to
maintain law and order and ensure the safety of
Kenyans, residents and visitors.

The IG issued a stern warning over the resur-
gence of criminal gangs, declaring a zero-tol-
erance approach to operational negligence and
directing officers to take immediate and decisive
action against organised criminal groups across
the country.

He reaffirmed the National Police Service’s
commitment to protecting lives and property,
upholding the rule of law and fostering a secure
environment that supports social stability and
economic growth. The summit was attended by
senior officers drawn from various specialised
units within the National Police Service.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Democratic Party of Kenya Secretary Gen-
eral Jacob Haji (left) with the party’s Nation-
al Chairperson, Young Democrats, Beatrice
Njeri (right) after presenting a Life Member-
ship Certificate to Florence Mumbua at the
Democratic Party Headquarters in Nairobi.
Ms. Florence Mumbua Matheka aspring MCA
for Kathonzweni Ward, Makueni County. The
party noted that Ms Mumbua is a passionate,
articulate, and community-driven leader, and
she represents a new generation of leadership
that is focused on real issues and the needs of
the people of Makueni County.

Kenya and the Republic of Korea have signed a Memorandum of Understanding on the mutual rec-
ognition of seafarers’ Certificates of Competency, paving the way for expanded employment oppor-
tunities and stronger maritime cooperation between the two countries. Signed in Mombasa during
the 11th Our Ocean Conference, the agreement aligns with international STCW standards and allows
qualified Kenyan seafarers to work on Korean-flagged vessels, while Korean seafarers can serve on
Kenyan-registered ships. Kenya Maritime Authority Director General CPA Omae Nyarandi signed the
pact on Kenya’s behalf. Cabinet Secretary for Mining, Blue Economy and Maritime Affairs Ali Hassan
Joho described the deal as a major boost for Kenya’s maritime sector, saying it validates the country’s
training standards and supports the government’s agenda of creating jobs, enhancing skills and growing
the Blue Economy
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A community-based organisation in Laikipia has launched a campaign to tackle period poverty among
vulnerable schoolgirls by promoting access to reusable sanitary towels and menstrual cups. Binti
Mwangaza CBO founder Ann Muriuki said poverty and stigma continue to force many girls, especially
in pastoral communities, to miss school during menstruation. She noted that more than 30,000 learners
have benefited from the initiative, contributing to improved school retention among girls. Despite the
2019 Kenya Menstrual Hygiene Management Policy requiring free sanitary products in public schools,
implementation gaps persist. Speakers at a sensitisation forum in Nanyuki also urged communities to
abandon harmful myths surrounding menstruation and called for greater menstrual hygiene education,
safe spaces for girls, and open discussions to end shame and discrimination.

| Wakati.
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Rights for all
all times.

The Kenya National Commission on Human Rights (KNCHR) has condemned the disruption of a
peaceful civil society meeting at All Saints Cathedral, terming it an attack on constitutional freedoms
and democratic governance. KNCHR Chairperson Claris Ogangah said the incident violated rights
guaranteed under the Constitution, including freedoms of conscience, expression, association and
peaceful assembly. She welcomed the swift response by the National Police Service and called for
thorough investigations to identify and hold accountable those who planned, financed or carried out
the attack. Ogangah also expressed concern over reports that young people may have been mobilised
to intimidate participants, urging that youth be empowered to contribute positively to civic processes.
She encouraged Kenyans to continue exercising their constitutional rights peacefully and without fear
of harassment or intimidation.
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The Kenya Electricity Transmission Company (KETRACO) has energized the 400kV Isinya—Konza
Transmission Line and the new Konza Substation, strengthening power supply to Konza Technopolis
and enhancing grid reliability in the Lower Eastern region. The Sh8 billion project, funded by the
Government of Kenya and the Exim Bank of China, includes a 98-kilometre double-circuit transmis-
sion line and a 400/132/66kV substation equipped with high-capacity transformers. KETRACO Man-
aging Director Eng. Kipkemoi Kibias said the project removes a major infrastructure bottleneck for
Konza Technopolis, supporting data centres, manufacturing and technology investments aligned with
Vision 2030. The upgrade will improve electricity transmission, provide an alternative supply route for
Machakos, Kajiado, Makueni and Kitui counties, reduce outage risks and enhance the resilience of the
national grid.
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The Sigor Wei Wei Integrated Development Project has transformed livelihoods in West Pokot by
turning drought-prone land into productive farmland through expanded irrigation. Cabinet Secretary
Beatrice Askul Moe officially handed over Phase III of the project to the Wei Wei Farmers Commu-
nity, describing it as a milestone for food security and resilience. Implemented through a partnership
between the Kenyan and Italian governments, the three-phase project has attracted investments worth
Sh3.21 billion. It now supports 1,500 acres of irrigation, produces about 1,000 tonnes of certified maize
seed annually, generates over Sh60 million for farmers, and has created more than 1,000 jobs, signifi-
cantly improving incomes and livelihoods in the region.
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Farming This project will greatly help our people to improve agriculture - Governor Njuki

Igambangombe farmers rejoice as

17-year wait ends with launch of

multimillion irrigation project

BY Faith Mwanza,
Faith Nkatha and Alex
Njeru

O @themtkenyatimes

After waiting for 17 years
to see their dream become a
reality, hundreds of farmers
in Igambang’ombe Ward are
celebrating the launch of the
Kamuthiga Irrigation Water
Project, thanks to Tharaka
Nithi County Government.
The KSh150 million proj-
ect, launched by Governor
Muthomi Njuki alongside
County Assembly Speaker
John Mbabu is expected to
transform agriculture in the
semi-arid parts of Chuka/Ig-
ambang’ombe Constituency
by providing a reliable water
supply for irrigation through-
out the year.

Speaking at Itugururu Agri-
cultural Institute after com-
missioning the project at the
Mwembe Tayari area, Gov-
ernor Njuki said the initiative
forms part of his administra-
tion’s agricultural empow-
erment agenda aimed at
enhancing food security, im-
proving livelihoods and stim-
ulating economic growth.
The project will benefit more
than 600 farmers from Itu-
gururu, Gaciegoki, Kathoge,
Karangi, Kithanya, Kiam-
urungi, Kangangi and Kan-
dega villages, among other
areas.

“This project will greatly
help our people to improve
agriculture and that is why I
am committed to completing

it,” said Governor Njuki.
According to the governor,
the irrigation scheme was
first conceived 17 years ago
but remained on paper due to
a lack of funding. The proj-
ect finally took off after the
county government allocated
KSh150 million for its imple-
mentation.

Speaker Mbabu praised
Governor Njuki for spear-
heading transformative de-
velopment projects across
the county, saying significant
progress had been made since
he assumed office in 2017.
“A lot has been achieved
under Governor Njuki’s lead-
ership, especially in agricul-
ture, infrastructure and water
development,” said Mbabu.
County Executive Commit-
tee Member for Agriculture
Njue Njagi noted that food
production in the county had
improved significantly due to
various county government
interventions, including the
provision of certified seeds
and investment in irrigation
infrastructure.

Governor Njuki announced
that he would launch another
water project in Maara Con-
stituency today and a similar
project in Tharaka Constit-
uency on Friday as part of
efforts to ensure equitable de-
velopment across the county.
He also criticized politicians
whom he accused of attempt-
ing to sabotage county gov-
ernment projects, saying such
actions would not derail his
administration’s develop-

Tharaka Nithi Governor Muthomi Njuki during launch of
Kamuthiga Irrigation Water Project in Igambango’mbe ward. |
Plote: Alex Njeru

ment agenda.

Among the beneficiaries,
Lucy Muthoni recalled how
residents came together 17
years ago to conceptualize
the irrigation project, only for
it to stall due to financial con-
straints.

“We thank our governor for
financing this project because
we had lost hope in it. It will
help us not only fight hunger
but also engage in agribusi-
ness,” said Ms Muthoni.
Another farmer, John
Mutembei, condemned lead-
ers who politicize develop-
ment projects, saying wanan-
chi should reject such leaders.
“It is wrong for any politi-
cian to oppose projects that
are meant to improve the
lives of the people,” he said.
During the event, Njuki also
reiterated his commitment to
the construction of the em-

battled Itugururu Airstrip, ar-
guing that the facility would
open up the area for econom-
ic growth and investment.

He faulted politicians who
had moved to court to stop
the project, insisting that the
airstrip would eventually be
completed and made opera-
tional.

“When I came into office in
2017, T had to move people
who had been allocated the
airstrip land by my prede-
cessor for farming because it
would have eventually been
grabbed,” said the governor.
The launch of the Kamuthi-
ga Irrigation Water Project is
expected to boost year-round
farming, reduce dependence
on rainfall and strengthen
food security in one of the
county’s traditionally dry re-
gions.

Kenya hunts new
coffee markets

Cooperatives and MSMEs CS Wycliffe Oparanya

BY MKT REPORTER
O @themtkenyatimes

Kenya is stepping up efforts
to secure new internation-
al markets for its coffee as
the country seeks to increase
earnings from one of its most
valuable cash crops.
Stakeholders across the cof-
fee wvalue chain convened
in Nairobi this week to ex-
plore trade, investment, and
buyer partnerships aimed at
strengthening East African
coffee’s position in global
markets and improving re-
turns for the thousands of
smallholder farmers who
depend on the crop for their
livelihoods.

The forum also serves as the
launch pad for the East Africa
Coffee Markets and Confer-
ence 2026, which organisers
hope will draw fresh invest-
ment and expand trade oppor-
tunities across the region.

Patrick Kilemi, Principal
Secretary for Cooperatives,
struck an ambitious tone. “By

connecting farmers directly to
markets and fostering prac-
tical engagement across the
value chain, this conference
aligns perfectly with the gov-
ernment of Kenya’s vision for
a vibrant, competitive, and
farmer-centred coffee indus-
try,” he said. “We must place
great emphasis on value ad-
dition, branding, and market
differentiation.”

Bernadette Murgor, found-
er of Smart Farmer Africa,
pointed to persistent knowl-
edge gaps among producers.
“We want our farmers to learn
about the latest technologies,
what is happening in the mar-
ket, and what buyers are look-
ing for,” she said. “There are
farmers in the West Rift re-
gion who do not yet fully un-
derstand the best coffee-grow-
ing practices, and we want to
give producers an opportunity
to learn and improve.”

For Kenya’s smallholder
farmers, the stakes could not
be higher.
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Stakeholders urge
softer penalties for
street vendors

Starehe MP Amos Mwago

BY PSC
O @themtkenyatimes

Stakeholders have raised concerns

over the penalties proposed in the
Street Vendors Bill, 2023, describ-
ing them as punitive and discon-
nected from the realities faced by
small-scale traders.

Speaking before the National As-
sembly Trade Committee during
stakeholder engagement on the
Bill, legal counsel Phillis Kamau,
who represented various market
groups in Kiambu County, defend-
ed street vendors and urged law-
makers to reconsider the proposed
fines.

She said street vendors have for
years faced harassment from coun-
ty enforcement officers and warned
that introducing heavy penalties
would give officers more power to
intimidate and victimise traders.

She described street vendors as
among the most vulnerable mem-
bers of society, many of whom de-
pend on daily earnings to support
their families.

According to her, government ef-
forts should focus on protecting
and empowering vendors so they
can grow their businesses into
more stable enterprises rather than
punishing them.

Committee members also ques-

Lawyer Philis Kamau

before the parliamen-

tary committee yester-
day| Plsto: Courtesy.

tioned the severity of the pro-
posed sanctions. Starche MP Amos
Mwango termed the penalties ex-
cessive and unfair to small traders
struggling to make a living.

“The proposed fine of Ksh200,000
is too harsh for such business peo-
ple. Most of their businesses are
barely worth Ksh10,000, and it is
therefore unrealistic to impose such
a fine on them,” said Mwango.

Officials from the State Depart-
ment for Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMESs) and the State
Department for Trade also present-
ed their submissions to the commit-
tee. The two departments called for
a review of the penalties, arguing
that the proposed fines are punitive
and could negatively affect small
traders.

The Kenya Union of Domestic,
Hotels, Educational Institutions,
Hospitals and Allied Workers
(KUDHEIHA) expressed support
for the Bill but urged lawmakers
to remove all fines contained in the
proposed law. The union instead
proposed the introduction of ad-
ministrative penalties not exceed-
ing KSh2,000.

The committee is expected to re-
view all stakeholder submissions as
well as the public views gathered
from public hearings across several
counties before drafting its report.

Kenya ranked 6th in Africa’s

digital rights, inclusion index

-

BY Michael Omondi
O @themtkenyatimes

Kenya has been ranked sixth in the
latest report on the state of digital
rights and inclusion across the con-
tinent, according to a Digital Rights
and Inclusion in Africa Report by
Londa, considered to be the most
comprehensive continental assess-
ment within the continent.

In the latest report, which covered
29 countries across Central, East,
North, South, and West Africa in
2025, the country has jumped three
places, up from 9th place in 2024.
Notably, South Africa has retained
its top position as Africa’s leading
digital rights-respecting country for
the second time in a row, followed
by Ghana, Namibia, Senegal,
Egypt, Zambia, Kenya, Rwanda,
Malawi, and Nigeria, respectively.

In addition, the research draws on
desk-based legal and policy analy-
sis, secondary data review, key in-
formant interviews with regulators
and sector stakeholders, and media
monitoring to assess trends, devel-
opments, and emerging challenges.

From the press statement, Kenya
and Rwanda are the only countries
featured among the top ten in East
Africa. The country’s score is 37
out of 60, which is a three-point
improvement on last year’s per-
formance, placing it as moderately
compliant with international digital
rights standards, well below South

Digital rights

Africa’s benchmark score of 47 out

of 60.

“Kenya’s media landscape is
among the most vibrant on the
continent, though journalists face
harassment and intimidation, and
press-freedom-restricting laws re-
main on the books,” read the report.

In contrast, Rwanda scored 36
out of 60, retaining its 2024 score.
The country performed well in in-
frastructure and e-government but
continued to record low scores in
freedom of expression and in arbi-
trary arrests.

In this regard, Kenya marginally
outperforms Rwanda overall, more
so in judicial independence and
emerging technology strategy.

Importantly, the Londa 2025 report
calls on the Kenyan government to
halt internet throttling and disrup-
tions during protests, repeal over-
broad provisions of the Computer
Misuse and Cybercrimes Amend-
ment Act 2024, ensure the Office of
the Data Protection Commissioner
has adequate enforcement resourc-
es, build a comprehensive Artificial
Intelligence (Al) regulatory frame-
work, and close the urban-rural
digital inclusion gap.

It further urges the government
to establish harmonized rules on
cross-border data transfers, data
localization, and cloud contracts to
ensure that Kenyan public data and
sensitive information are protected
under Kenyan law.

Additionally, it calls on the govern-

ment to expand affordable connec-
tivity by prioritising infrastructure
in rural, informal, and marginalised
communities.

Meanwhile, Kenya and 28 other
African countries were evaluated
using the Score Index, a 12-point
indicator that ranks countries by
performance.

Key indicators include access to
information, freedom of expres-
sion, privacy protections, and dig-
ital inclusion, among others, with
the report highlighting areas for
improvement and persistent struc-
tural challenges across the region.
Significantly, the most improved
countries in the ranking are Bo-
tswana and Egypt, which moved
up by more than nine places. This
was in stark contrast to countries
like Nigeria and Cameroon, which
dropped by five and ten places, re-
spectively.

On the other hand, Mozambique,
the Democratic Republic of Con-
go, and Sudan all dropped in rank,
placing them among the bottom
five in the list.

Collectively, the report provides a
comprehensive, data-driven assess-
ment of internet freedoms, policy
environments, and emerging digital
rights risks across the continent.
It provides an annual benchmark
of progress and setbacks in digital
rights protection, drawing on ex-
tensive country-level research and
stakeholder engagement.
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Protest victims The survivors have made their position unmistakably clear — they will settle for nothing less.

Protest victims reject Ruto’s apology,
demand compensation list be made public

Survivors of state violence say the President’s acknowledgement of security force excesses fell short of justice

— and warn of fresh street protests if payouts are not made within a week.

BY MKT REPORTER
O @themtkenyatimes

Survivors of state violence during
last year’s anti-government protests
formally rejected President William
Ruto’s public apology yesterday,
demanding instead that he address
them personally and that the gov-
ernment immediately publish the
full list of individuals earmarked to
receive compensation from a newly
announced Ksh.2 billion relief fund.
The rebuke came within hours of
the President acknowledging state
excesses that left thousands dead,
maimed and with businesses re-
duced to rubble — an admission that
his administration had previously
resisted making. The Coalition of
Victims and Survivors Against State
Violence said the remarks, however
historic in tone, did not constitute
the reckoning that survivors and be-
reaved families have spent months
demanding. The coalition, which
represents more than 1,100 claim-
ants spanning cases of extrajudicial
killings, enforced disappearances,
torture and abductions, said any rec-
onciliation process built on ambigui-
ty was no process at all.

“No apology can erase the blood-
shed, trauma and pain inflicted on
people whose only crime was ex-
ercising their constitutional right
to peaceful protest,” said Joshua
Okayo, himself a survivor of abduc-
tion. “Because the brutality and ex-
cesses were personal, the apologies
should also be personal. We there-
fore expect the President to extend
the same apologies directly to the
victims.”

That view was echoed by Nick
Karanja, an advocate who has rep-
resented survivors throughout the
compensation process. He drew a
sharp distinction between a states-
man’s general acknowledgement of
wrongdoing and the direct, face-to-
face accountability that victims say
is the only credible foundation for
healing. “A communiqué read in
State House is not the same as look-
ing a mother in the eye and telling
her why her son never came home,”
Karanja told reporters.

The compensation framework, un-

veiled on Monday, establishes a
Ksh.2 billion fund to settle more
than 1,100 claims. It covers a broad
spectrum of violations including loss
of life, injuries, torture, unlawful
detention, abductions and enforced
disappearances. Human rights or-
ganisations broadly welcomed the
mechanism as an overdue first step,
but cautioned that its credibility
would rest entirely on execution.
Survivors went further, arguing that
both the pool of beneficiaries and the
sums attached to individual claims
must be substantially increased be-
fore any payment schedule is final-
ised.

Beyond the numbers, the issue of
transparency has become a flash-
point. Claimants say they have been
given no sight of who appears on the
compensation list or on what basis
decisions were made, leaving open
the possibility that eligible victims
have been excluded — whether
through bureaucratic failure or de-
liberate omission. Bernard Kavuli, a
survivor who has become one of the
process’s most vocal critics, warned
that patience among victims is ex-
hausted.

“Kenyans will not tolerate further
delays, excuses, bureaucracy or po-
litical sideshows meant to frustrate
victims once again. Compensation
must be swift, transparent, seamless
and conducted in good faith,” Kavuli
said, speaking at a press briefing in
Nairobi.

For families who lost relatives, the
President’s remarks also reopened
grief that has never had the space to
settle. Mwende, who declined to give
her full name for fear of reprisal, lost
a child during the demonstrations
and expressed bewilderment at what
she described as the selective scope
of the President’s contrition. Ruto’s
speech had referenced historical in-
stances of state impunity stretching
back decades, a framing that struck
her as a deliberate deflection from
more recent events.

“My question to the President is
this: if you have admitted that our
children disappeared, that some
were abducted and that others were
killed, why are you speaking about
events that happened long ago in-

stead of addressing these recent cas-
es?” she said.

Underlying all of the survivors’ de-
mands is a insistence that financial
compensation, however necessary,
cannot be a substitute for criminal
accountability. A spokesperson for
the coalition was unequivocal: the
same police officers and state agents
implicated in shootings, kidnappings
and torture must face prosecution.
Paying victims, the spokesperson
argued, does not extinguish crim-
inal liability. “Compensation does
not erase the criminal responsibility
of those involved in these acts,” the
representative said. “Investigations
must proceed and those responsible
must be held to account.”

Legal analysts have noted that the
government’s framework is silent on
accountability mechanisms, creating

Bernard Kavuli, a survivor.

a structural tension at the heart of the
process. International human rights
law, including standards set by the
United Nations Basic Principles on
the Right to a Remedy, holds that
reparation and accountability are
parallel obligations — neither one
discharges the state’s duty to pursue
the other. Kenya’s own Constitution,
under Article 49 and the broader Bill
of Rights, enshrines the right of vic-
tims to judicial remedy, a provision
that advocacy groups say cannot be
waived by executive decree.

The coalition has set a one-week
deadline for the first compensation
payments to be made, with leaders
warning that failure to meet it will
trigger nationwide demonstrations.
Whether that ultimatum carries po-
litical weight depends largely on
the organisational capacity that sur-

vivors’ groups have built since last
year’s unrest — and, equally, on
whether the government believes
the threat is credible. Given that last
year’s protests forced the withdraw-
al of the Finance Bill and ultimately
reshaped the Cabinet, there is little
reason for Nairobi to dismiss it.

For now, the gap between a Presi-
dent who has offered words and a
movement that wants consequenc-
es defines the central fault line of
Kenya’s post-protest reckoning. A
government that has taken the signif-
icant step of acknowledging wrong-
doing must now decide whether it
is willing to take the harder step of
being held accountable for it.
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Awards The Huawei ICT Competition Global Finals were held in Shenzhen, China. More than 220,000 contestants came from universities and colleges from across the world

Salem Kim Lumumba

MKU wins global
awards in China and
America

Kenyan trio beats 220,000 participants to win Hua-

wei global ICT crown as MKU signs another partner-

ship with Nanjing Vocational College of Information
Technology (NJCIT)and Nanjing Zhongxing Xin-
yanda Information Technology

BY James Wakahiu
O @themtkenyatimes

Mount Kenya University
(MKU) has achieved three
major milestones on the
global stage, underscoring
Kenya’s rising leadership in
technology education and in-
novation.

In Shenzhen, China, a Ken-
yan team including an MKU
student secured a historic vic-
tory at the Huawei ICT Com-
petition Global Finals, beat-
ing over 220,000 participants
worldwide. In a historic vic-
tory for East Africa, a Kenyan
trio have won the grand prize
at the Huawei ICT Competi-
tion Global Finals in Shen-
zhen, China.

Catherine Atieno of JKUAT,
Salem Kim of Machakos
University and Brian Ngugi
of Mount Kenya University,
guided by instructor Kevin
Tuei beat more than 220,000
students worldwide to secure
the highest honour. This is the
first time a team from Kenya
has clinched the grand prize
after years of regional success
and participation in the com-
petition.

The Huawei ICT Compe-
tition Global Finals were
held in Shenzhen, China.
More than 220,000 contes-
tants came from universities
and colleges from across the
world.

The event, organised an-
nually in collaboration with
universities worldwide and
UNESCO’s International
Bureau of Education (UN-
ESCO-IBE), is regarded as
one of the most prestigious
global platforms for emerg-

ing technology talents. The
competition assesses partici-
pants’ knowledge and practi-
cal expertise in advanced ICT
fields, including 5G, cloud
technologies, networking and
artificial intelligence.
Another team of four MKU
students has once again put
the institution on the spotlight
after securing a finalist award
at the prestigious Wege Prize
2026, held recently in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. The team,
represented by Mr. Wesley
Njenga, walked away with
$2,500 (Sh323, 650) for their
groundbreaking innovation,
EcoScrubber, a hybrid emis-
sion control and carbon-cap-
ture system that transforms
toxic pollutants from incin-
erator chimneys into usable
construction materials.

The Wege Prize, organized
by Michigan-based Ferris
State University’s Kendall
College of Art and Design
(KCAD), challenges univer-
sity students from around the
world to collaboratively solve
complex, systems-level prob-
lems by developing products,
services, and business models
based on the three core princi-
ples of the circular economy:
eliminating waste and pol-
lution, keeping products and
materials in circulation, and
regenerating natural systems.
This year’s competition at-
tracted 87 teams from over 30
countries, representing near-
ly 200 academic disciplines.
Through a rigorous, iterative
process spanning multiple
phases, teams received in-
depth feedback from expert
judges, refining their rough
concepts into fully-fledged
frameworks. From this com-

petitive field, the MKU team
comprising Mr. Wesley Njen-
ga, Mr. Franklin Mwend-
wa, Mr. Elijah Maina, and
Mr. Ejike Chinyere, all from
the School of Public Health
emerged as one of five teams
invited to pitch in the United
States.

The inspiration behind Eco-
Scrubber came from an ordi-
nary yet powerful moment on
a road in Thika. The students
witnessed a truck belching
thick black smoke while pass-
ersby struggled to breathe.
That encounter sparked a
compelling question: could
those harmful emissions be
captured and repurposed rath-
er than left to pollute the air?
The team took that question
back to the university’s Inno-
vation and incubation centre ,
where they began turning the
concept into reality.

Speaking during the award
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Catherine Atieno of JKUAT, Salim Kim of Machakos University , Brian Ngugi of Mount Kenya Uni-
versity and their instructor Kevin Tuei beat more than 220,000 students from around the world to
win the Huawei global award| Plete: Courtesy

ceremony, team lead Wes-
ley Njenga expressed pride
in how the University has
supported their journey to
the global stage. “We were
honoured to showcase home-
grown solutions like Eco-
scrubber, as well as compete
with the best in the world,” he
said.

The student was accom-
panied by the Institutions
Head, Innovations, Intellec-
tual Property and community
Engagement, Mr. Donatus
Njoroge who provided guid-
ance throughout the pitch ses-
sions. “We are proud of their
progress so far and we will
continue to offer technical
support, and global exposure
on their path to commercial-
ization,” Mr. Donatus noted.
Industry leaders and educa-

tion stakeholders have hailed
the achievement as a strong
affirmation of Kenya’s grow-
ing capacity to compete glob-
ally in technology and innova-
tion. The win also highlights
the increasing role of young
Africans—and women in par-
ticular—in shaping the future
of digital transformation.

Together, the MKU part-
nership and the global com-
petition triumph signal a
transformative moment for
technology  education in
Kenya. They demonstrate
the country’s commitment to
equipping learners with fu-
ture-ready, industry-aligned
skills while strengthening in-
ternational collaboration.

As MKU continues to ex-
pand its global partnerships
and Kenyan students excel on

A Chinese team participates at the Huawei ICT global award finals held in Shenzhen, China.

the world stage, the nation is
positioning itself as a leading
hub for ICT talent develop-
ment, innovation, and digital
transformation in Africa.
Shenzhen played host to the
closing and awards ceremony
of the 10th Huawei ICT Com-
petition Global Final, bring-
ing a record-breaking edition
of the talent showcase to an
end. This year’s ICT Com-
petition attracted more than
220,000 university students
and faculty members from
over 2,000 tertiary institutions
across more than 100 coun-
tries and regions, making it
the largest edition in the com-
petition’s history.

After progressing through
national and regional rounds,
177 teams from 49 countries
and regions advanced to the
Global Final and received
awards, underscoring the
growing global consensus on
the importance of ICT talent
development.

At the closing and awards
ceremony, Mr Ritchie (Hon-
ghua) Peng, President of
Huawei ICT Strategy and
Business Development De-
partment, said the competi-
tion reflects the company’s
long-standing  commitment
to using technology for good
and for sustainable social and
environmental development.
Peng said the Innovation
Competition  demonstrated
the value of learning through

Contd page 11
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Awards The Huawei ICT Competition Global Finals were held in Shenzhen, China. More than 220,000 contestants came from universities and colleges from across the world

MKU wins global
awards in China and
America

Contd from page 10

competition as a tool to ad-
dress real-world challenges,
adding that participants in the
Practice and Programming
Competitions stood out for
their dedication, curiosity and
deep technical focus.
He also announced the intro-
duction of a new Ascend Al
Operator Development Track
in the Chinese mainland for
the next edition. The track is
designed to help young de-
velopers engage more direct-
ly with cutting-edge industry
technologies through task-
based challenges.
The Huawei ICT Competi-
tion is an annual global event
designed for students and
teachers from colleges and
universities. It offers an inter-
national platform for compe-
tition and exchange, enabling
participants to  strengthen
their ICT knowledge, im-
prove practical skills, and fos-
ter innovation using the latest
technologies and platforms.
Since its launch in 2015, the
competition has been gaining
significant momentum, with
more countries and students
joining each year. In China,
it has been listed as a nation-
al competition for universi-
ty students, while globally,
it has been recognized as a
key partner flagship program
by UNESCO’s Global Skills
Academy.
Dr Shafika Isaacs, Director
Al (Artificial Intelligence)
of UNESCO Institute for In-
formation Technologies in
Education and Chief of Sec-
tion for Technology and Al in
Education, praised the part-
nership between UNESCO
and Huawei and commended
the participants for their per-
formance. She highlighted
that the future of Al requires
collaboration among govern-
ments, international organiza-
tions, academia and industry.
UNESCO and Huawei
have been working together

through initiatives such as Al
capacity building programs
in Arab countries and ICT
education partnership pro-
grams in Central Asia and
the Caucasus. These efforts
aim to strengthen higher ed-
ucation and vocational train-
ing systems and develop fu-
ture-ready talent.

“Students in this year’s
Huawei ICT Competition
demonstrated their ability to
tackle real-world challenges
across cultural boundaries by
applying emerging technolo-
gies — showing not only cre-
ativity but also a responsible
approach to technology that
embodies the purpose of edu-
cation,” Dr Isaacs said.

This year marked the 10th
edition of the Huawei ICT
competition. After the prac-
tice, innovation, and pro-
gramming competitions, 18
outstanding teams from eight
countries were awarded the
grand prize. In the Practice
Competition, the Network
Track Grand Prize went to
the Algerian team, Brazil-
ian team, Nigerian team, and
Shenzhen Polytechnic Uni-
versity.

The Cloud Track Grand Prize
went to the Egyptian, Algeria,
Central South University of
Forestry and Technology and
the Kenyan team. Egypt also
won the Computing Track
Grand Prize together with the
Henan Institute of Econom-
ics and Trade, the Dominican
Republic and Algerian teams
while Shenzhen Polytechnic
University took home the As-
cend Al Track Grand Prize.
Wuhan University of Tech-
nology of China, Ahmadu
Bello University of Nigeria,
National University of Sin-
gapore and Fujian Normal
University were voted the
most innovative colleges.
The Programming Competi-
tion Grand Prize was won by
Wuhan Vocational College of
Software and Engineering.
Special awards were also
presented during the cere-
mony. The women in tech

award went to seven all-fe-
male teams from Azerbaijan,
Nigeria, Kenya, China, and
Bahrain; while the Green De-
velopment Award was won by
two teams from Ghana and
China.

Ten students from China re-
ceived fast passes to the Hua-
wei Future Business Leader
Track. The most valuable in-
structor award was conferred
on 16 exceptional instructors
from nine countries and re-
gions, including Pakistan,
China, Nigeria, Egypt, UAE,
Brazil, Hong Kong SAR
(China), Thailand, Tiirkiye.
Six teams from Egypt, Brazil,
Malaysia, Poland, and Paki-
stan earned the ICT Competi-
tion Online Popularity Award.
The awards ceremony at-
tracted diplomatic represen-
tatives from 11 countries, in-
cluding ambassadors, consuls
general, and counselors, who
attended in person to present
awards to students from their
home countries.

During the Global Final,
Huawei also hosted the AT Ac-
celerating Education Trans-
formation Summit, bringing
together educators and indus-
try experts to discuss the role
of Al in driving educational
transformation and innova-
tion and to share leading prac-
tices in industry-academia
collaboration.

At the summit, Huawei un-
veiled its ICT Academy Al
Course Solution, which is
designed to provide universi-
ties with a comprehensive Al
learning pathway and support
the development of Al talent
at scale. It also released the
ICT Skills Development In-
sight Report with Recommen-
dations for Nine Countries of
Central Asia & the Caucasus,
offering policymakers action-
able insights to guide talent
and industry development
policies.

Special awards were also
presented during the cere-
mony. The Women in Tech
Award went to seven all-fe-
male teams from Azerbaijan,

Nigeria, Kenya, China, and
Bahrain; while the Green De-
velopment Award was won
by two teams from Ghana
and China. Ten students from
China received Fast Passes
to the Huawei Future Busi-
ness Leader Track. The Most
Valuable Instructor Award
was conferred on 16 excep-
tional instructors from nine
countries and regions, includ-
ing Pakistan, China, Nigeria,
Egypt, UAE, Brazil, Hong
Kong SAR (China), Thai-
land, Tiirkiye. Six teams from
Egypt, Brazil, Malaysia, Po-
land, and Pakistan earned the
ICT Competition Online Pop-
ularity Award.

The awards ceremony at-
tracted diplomatic represen-
tatives from 11 countries, in-
cluding ambassadors, consuls

MKU students and their instructor at the School of Computing and Informatics | Psta: Courtesy

general, and counselors, who
attended in person to present
awards to students from their
home countries.

Meanwhile, in Nanjing, Chi-
na, MKU signed a landmark
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with Nanjing Vo-
cational College of Informa-
tion Technology (NJCIT)and
Nanjing Zhongxing Xinyanda
Information Technology Co.
to deliver globally accredit-
ed programmes in emerging
technologies. The strategic
partnership will enable MKU
to offer internationally recog-
nized, Xinyanda-accredited
courses in:

Speaking during the signing
ceremony, NIJCIT Principal
Prof. Kong Jieemphasized the
partnership’s role in advanc-
ing China-Africa vocational

education cooperation, noting
that it will promote both tech-
nical excellence and cultural
exchange.

MKU Deputy Vice-Chan-
cellor for Academic and Re-
search Affairs, Dr. Mercyline
Kamande, highlighted the
importance of the partnership
in enhancing institutional ca-
pacity, particularly through
Al Training of Trainers (ToT)
programmes that will equip
faculty with advanced skills
and global exposure.

In recognition of MKU’s
leadership in applied ed-
ucation, NIJCIT conferred
Visiting Professor titleson
MKU Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Deogratius Jaganyi and Prof.
Peter Wanderi, further ce-
menting the institution’s
growing global footprint.

MKU students sharing their experiences using a laptop in the campus | Plota: Courtesy
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Sexual exploitation The research assessed the functionality of child protection services by examining survivor journeys and case management processes across seven counties

Study reveals gaps in
response to child
sexual exploitation

BY Anita Kariuki and
Sallo Gobana
O @themtkenyatimes

A new study on the report-
ing, investigation, and adju-
dication of Child Sexual Ex-
ploitation and Abuse (CSEA)
in Kenya has revealed signif-
icant gaps in coordination,
survivor support, and imple-
mentation of child protection
laws, despite the country hav-
ing established legal and insti-
tutional frameworks.

The study, conducted by
Midrift Hurinet in partnership
with the Childlight Global
Child Safety Institute and
the Anti-Human Trafficking
and Child Protection Unit
(AHTCPU), was launched in
Nairobi yesterday.

The research assessed the
functionality of child protec-
tion services by examining
survivor journeys and case
management processes across
seven counties, namely Nai-
robi, Mombasa, Kisumu, Na-
kuru, Kisii, Busia, and Garis-
sa.

Using a mixed-methods ap-
proach, the researchers com-
bined case file reviews, direct
observation, key informant
interviews, and document
analysis to evaluate how insti-
tutions handle cases of child
sexual exploitation and abuse.
According to the findings,
the study reviewed 57 closed
CSEA case files, observed 56
institutions involved in child
protection, and carried out
in-depth interviews with 58
stakeholders working across
the child protection sector in
the seven counties.

The report established that
although Kenya has made
notable progress in strength-
ening child protection sys-
tems, weaknesses in collab-
oration among institutions,
inadequate survivor support
services and poor implemen-
tation of policies continue to
undermine effective respons-
es to child sexual exploitation
and abuse.

The findings show that 54.7
per cent of perpetrators were
male and well known to the
child, dispelling the common
belief that offenders are usu-
ally strangers. The study also
found that the majority of sur-
vivors, accounting for 79 per
cent, were girls aged between
six and 11 years.

The researchers noted that
while Kenya has put in place
legal frameworks such as the
Sexual Offences Act of 2006
and the Children’s Act of
2022, child sexual exploita-
tion and abuse remain preva-
lent.

They attributed this partly to
inadequate implementation of
existing laws, policies, and
child protection mechanisms.
The study further under-
scored the importance of
timely access to medical treat-
ment, psychosocial support,
and coordinated services in
helping survivors recover and
strengthening their access to

justice.
Speaking during the launch,
Midrift researcher Leslie

Rono said the findings high-
light the urgent need to im-
prove the way institutions
respond to survivors of abuse.

“If there’s one thing that
needs to change, it’s how we
respond to survivors. Systems
must be faster, more sensitive,
and more coordinated,” Rono
said.

Another Midrift researcher,
Elizabeth Anyango, said the
study challenges widespread
misconceptions about perpe-
trators of child sexual abuse.

“Many people believe that
child abusers are strangers,
but the reality is very differ-
ent. Across the seven counties
where Midrift conducted the
study, 54 per cent of the per-
petrators were male and very
well known to the child,” she
said.

Anyango added that the cases
reviewed painted a disturbing
picture of the vulnerability of
young children to sexual ex-

ploitation and abuse.

“The cases reviewed were
very disheartening because
the majority of the survivors
of child sexual exploitation
and abuse were young girls
between the ages of six and
11 years old,” she noted.

The Childlight Global Child
Safety Institute, which fund-
ed the research, said the find-
ings provide an opportunity
to strengthen Kenya’s child
protection systems and ensure
survivors receive better sup-
port.

Lydia Davenport of Child-
light commended Kenya for
demonstrating commitment to
safeguarding children through
laws, policies, and child pro-
tection structures but empha-
sized the need for further im-
provements.

“This important study, by
shining a light on the lived ex-
periences of survivors, identi-
fies opportunities to further

strengthen trauma-informed
support, improve coordina-
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tion across services, enhance
awareness, and ensure cases
are resolved as effectively and
efficiently as possible,” Dav-
enport said.

She added that Childlight
was grateful for the opportu-
nity to support the initiative
and hoped the findings would
inform continued efforts by
government agencies, practi-
tioners, and communities to
place the needs of survivors at
the center of the response.
The report recommends
stronger integration of data
systems to facilitate informa-
tion sharing among agencies
handling child protection
matters, as well as improved
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inter-agency coordination and
stricter enforcement of exist-
ing child protection laws and
policies.

It also calls for urgent and
sustained public awareness
campaigns to discourage tra-
ditional and informal methods
of resolving cases of child
sexual exploitation and abuse
within communities, noting
that such practices often deny
survivors justice and protec-
tion.

Further, the study advocates
for enhanced capacity build-
ing for child protection actors,
including investigators, social
workers, health profession-
als, and judicial officers, to
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strengthen reporting, investi-
gation, case management, and
adjudication of child sexual
exploitation and abuse cases
across the country.
Stakeholders at the launch
expressed hope that the
study’s findings and recom-
mendations will contribute to
policy reforms and more ef-
fective collaboration among
institutions charged with pro-
tecting children, ultimately
improving access to justice
and support services for sur-
vivors.
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Lydia Davenport of Childlight speaking during the launch of results of a study on the reporting, investigation, and adjudication of Child
Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (CSEA) in Kenya.| Pfdto: Anita Kariuki.
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Probe According to the report, the financial statements reflected pending bills amounting to KSh14.53 billion.

Accounts committee probes audit queries on
office of the President accounts

BY PSC
L @themtkenyatimes

The Public Accounts Committee
(PAC), chaired by Butere MP Tin-
di Mwale yesterday examined the
Auditor-General’s Report for the
2023/2024 Financial Year on the ac-
counts of the Executive Office of the
President.
The Principal Administrative Sec-
retary in the Executive Office of
the President, Mr. Arthur Osiya,
appeared before the Committee to
respond to issues raised in the audit
report.
During the session, MPs sought
clarification on several matters
flagged by the Auditor-General.
According to the report, the finan-
cial statements reflected pending
bills amounting to KSh14.53 billion.
The Auditor-General noted that the
amount related to bills that were not

k|

PAC chairman Tindi Mwale during yesterday’s session. Photos/Courtesy.

settled during the year under review
and were instead carried forward to
the 2024/2025 financial year.

“Failure to settle bills in the year to
which they relate adversely affects
the implementation of the subse-
quent year’s budgeted programmes,
as the outstanding bills form a first
charge on that year’s budget provi-
sion,” the report states in part.

In his response, Mr. Osiya acknowl-
edged that the pending bills stood at
KSh14,528,324,070.

He explained that
KSh14,142,182,553 of the amount
comprised historical bills inherit-
ed from the defunct Nairobi Met-
ropolitan Services (NMS), while
KSh386,141,517 related to the Of-
fice of the President headquarters for
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Principal Administrative Secretary in the Executive Office of the President, Mr.

Arthur Osiya taking oath before the parliamentary committee yesterday.

the 2023/2024 financial year.

“On the historical pending bills re-
lating to NMS, the Office has since
submitted them to the Pending Bills
Verification Committee under the
National Treasury for review,” Mr.
Osiya told the Committee.
Committee members, however, ex-
pressed concern that the team from
the Executive Office of the President

had not provided sufficient docu-
mentation to adequately address
some of the audit queries.

The committee chairman directed
Mr. Osiya to furnish the Committee
with additional documents to sup-
port the responses and facilitate fur-
ther scrutiny of the issues raised by
the Auditor-General.
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My Innisfree

Olympus, at your arrival,
Did soften its thunder;
And Aphrodite, in the sea,
Forgot her mirrors.

For your presence marked
The new definition of beauty.

Lowering his golden lyre,
Ashamed did Apollo feel,
For no hymn he wrote
Could ever learn the rhythm
Nor the music of your breath.

Towards you as a man,
I do not walk, but
As a half-myth, half-memory.
Perhaps Orpheus | am,
Who still reckons
That love can
Take its birth
Even in the darkness To return what was lost.

And in my chest,
Where peace prevails
Out of your nearness alone,
Like an old dreamer
On alake shore
Speaking of Innisfree,
Arrives W. B. Yeats.

At the edge of the sky,
Byron stands and smiles
When all restless journeys
Slow down finally.
The storms that fancied wandering
Were seen settled when you were near;
What once felt like exile, became home.

And |, between gods and poets,
Learned nothing but
One simple myth:
Written in epics
lsn’t a paradise,
But a moment
Where every legend,
Every verse,

Every longing
Recognises you, my love,
And calls it enough.

©Abdul Samad

Nothing will destroy you more than
the weight of your own thoughts

Never carry any past thoughts as a snail,
Away from your thoughts and be a butterfly.
Your own thoughts pull back you and make fail.
Don’t allow your shadow to dominate you .

The weight of your thoughts destroys you as a
flame destroys the candle.
Loaded vehicles never run fast.
Try to fly as a balloon on air.

The passenger who carries more luggage
Never comfort , ever enjoy the trip.
Let your thoughts go away.

And feel free like a bird to fly.

Rajesh Kanna BN

RAJESH KANNA .B N
M.Sc.M.A. M.,
PGDG&C,B.Ed., CELT.
BT Asst.
GMHSCHOOL, TIRUR.
TIRUVALLUR DISTRICT.
Tamil Nadu
India.
Creative Writers.
Educationist.

The stream that hums through stone and field
May wander slow, yet harvests yield,
It sculpts the rock both slow and sure
And finds a pathway everywhere

The dawn arrives with measured pace,
No hurried stride, no reckless race,
Yet night gives way to mornings light,
For life belongs to those who grow.

My father spoke in accents wise,
“Rest is rust”—a truth that never dies.
Foriron left untouched will fade,
And idle hands lose what they've made.

The mind, like fertile soil, must be
Turned often for new growth to see,
Challenge the thoughts, awaken the brain,
Or weeds of silence shall remain.

The grey cells thrive when learning stays,
Fed by wonder through the days,
An active mind, alert and bright,
Keeps wisdom’s lamp forever alight.

Stagnation is a silent grave,
A thief that steals the gifts we have,
But movement,however small it seems,

Leads onward to eternity

Keeps life alive and fuels our dreams.

The Gita'’s voice still calls today:
“You have the right to action alone”, it says,
Not to the fruits that may appear,
But to the work pursued sincere.

The Holy Bible gently shows:
“Faith without works is dead,” it knows,
For living faith is seen in deed,

In every thought and noble seed.

The Quran urges humankind:
“Man shall have only what he strives for,” we find;
Atimeless truth, steadfast and clear
Progress belongs to those who persevere.

So do not fear the slower pace,
Nor envy those who swiftly race,
Each faithful step, though small it be,
Leads onward to eternity

Like rivers flowing to the sea,
Like stars that move unceasingly,
Keep learning, striving, day by day,

For life itself is found along the way.

Stand not still where shadows lie,
But lift your gaze toward the sky.
For every step, however small,
Is better far than none at all.

Nandini AnandKumar
Educator,Writer,Motivator Freelancer
(In Service of Education)

Welcome future

The future waits with open door,
For those who strive and seek for more.
Each moment spent with purpose true,

Builds brighter paths for me and you.

Today is not a thing to waste,
Success is never won in haste.
The seeds we plant with care and grace,
Will bloom tomorrow in their place.

A minute lost may never return,
But every lesson helps us learn.
The present is a precious key,

To shape the life we're meant to see.

Work with hope and dreams in sight,
Turn every challenge into light.
Use today in the wisest way,
And the future will smile one day.

V. Jayanthi
Graduate teacher
PUMS Konganancherry
Chengalpattu district
Tamil Nadu India

The most beautiful coincidence is
you

When the flood of dreams is scattered
Sometimes my friends closed the door
I found you among people
The most beautiful coincidence is you.

With thoughts rising to the sky
Undoubtedly, my heart was closed to you

There was love on my life’s path
The most beautiful coincidence is you.

The only truth in my mistakes
Without you, | would never know what “happiness”
is
The only infinite happiness in my imagination
The most beautiful coincidence is you.

You were by my side in every situation
Fate gave us happiness every moment
Millions of people made wishes
The most beautiful coincidence is us.

Bobonazarova Yulduz, 2nd year student of
Urgench State Pedagogical Institute

The phones are tied with wires the
people are free

Ty ey

Now the phones were wireless the people are tied.

Once, the phones were in our control,
Bound by wires and fixed in place.
We used them with purpose and reason,
Only for messages of urgency.
Each call was valuable,

And every moment carried meaning.
Now the phones are wireless,

Free to travel wherever we go.

Yet they have become playthings,

Holding the attention of all.
Frominfants to adults,
Many remain constantly engaged.
The phone itself seems the master,
While people follow its command.

The wireless world has a magic attraction,
Drawing eyes and minds each day.
Technology is a wonderful servant,

But it should never become our ruler.
The greatest freedom is not wireless connection,
But the ability to put the phone aside
And remain connected to life itself..

N. SELVARANI
B.T. ASST.

GHS SAKKARAKKOTTAL.
RAMANATHAPURAM
TAMILNADU
INDIA
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Digital rights In this regard, Kenya marginally outperforms Rwanda overall, more so in judicial independence and emerging technology strategy.

Peace Ambassadors rally youth to reclaim
values and build stronger communities

BY DMS
O @themtkenyatimes

A renewed campaign to pro-
mote peace, restore family
values and empower young
people has been launched
in Nairobi, with community
leaders calling for collective
action to address the social
challenges facing the country.
The Global Union of Peace
and Development (GUPD)
yesterday convened a con-
sultative forum for its peace
ambassadors at Ofafa Jeri-
cho Comprehensive School,
where it unveiled initiatives
aimed at nurturing responsi-
ble citizenship, strengthening
family values and creating
opportunities for vulnerable
groups.

The meeting, led by GUPD
President Ambassador Eu-
gene Kavune Nzabonimba,
brought together representa-
tives from different parts of
the country to chart a com-
mon vision for community
transformation through dia-
logue, service and leadership.
Addressing the gathering,
Nzabonimba challenged the

peace ambassadors to become
“vision carriers” committed
to promoting harmony and in-
spiring positive action in their
communities.

“A vision carrier is more than
a title holder. It is a person
who embraces the responsi-
bility of fostering dialogue,
encouraging  understanding
and becoming a bridge for
peacebuilding, conflict reso-
lution and community devel-
opment,” he said.

He urged the ambassadors to
uphold professionalism, ethi-
cal conduct and accountability
as they execute programmes
designed to strengthen social
cohesion and contribute to the
creation of a peaceful, united
and prosperous nation.

The forum comes at a time
when Kenya continues to
grapple with rising cases of
youth unemployment, drug
abuse, corruption and increas-
ing concerns over the erosion
of family values.

Participants proposed a se-
ries of practical interventions
aimed at addressing these
challenges.

Among the recommenda-
tions was the establishment
of outreach programmes that

ViSioN

MISSION STATE

Ambassador Eugene Kavune Nzabonimba addressing the forum
yesterday.

bring together people from di-
verse backgrounds to pursue
shared development goals.

The  ambassadors  also
pledged to roll out leader-
ship development initiatives
targeting both educated and

uneducated youth in a bid to
reduce social vices such as
theft, corruption and drug ad-
diction.

The programmes, they said,
would equip young people
with life skills, mentorship
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and opportunities to become
agents of positive change.
Recognising the growing
needs among vulnerable
groups, the caucus announced
plans to expand charitable ac-
tivities across the country.
These include visits to chil-
dren’s homes, provision of
food and essential supplies to
disadvantaged families, and
support for rescue centres car-
ing for abandoned children.
The proposal was champi-
oned by Ambassador Mary
Wahogo, who called on lead-
ers to move beyond rhetoric
and respond to the urgent
needs of communities.

“We must create systems
that restore dignity and hope.
Supporting vulnerable chil-
dren and families is a shared
responsibility that requires
compassion and commit-
ment,” she said.

The peace ambassadors fur-
ther resolved to organise
workshops, seminars and
public awareness campaigns
on peacebuilding, conflict
resolution and responsible cit-
izenship to deepen civic con-
sciousness at the grassroots.
They also underscored the
importance of economic em-
powerment, proposing finan-
cial support mechanisms for
skilled youth to help them es-
tablish self-employment ven-
tures and reduce dependence
on limited formal employ-
ment opportunities.

Ms Wahogo who is the pro-
grammes director reaffirmed
the organisation’s readiness to
collaborate with government
agencies, private sector play-
ers and civil society organisa-
tions.

“We cannot work in isola-
tion. Partnerships are essen-
tial if we are to improve the
well-being of communities
and deliver sustainable solu-
tions to the challenges affect-
ing our people,” she said.
Ambassador ~ Nzabonimba
has in recent years been as-
sociated with regional peace
and humanitarian initiatives,
advocating dialogue, social
justice and community em-
powerment as pathways to
sustainable development.
Through GUPD and allied
organisations, he has champi-
oned grassroots peace efforts
and the mobilisation of citi-
zens around shared values of
unity and service.

Those present expressed opti-
mism that the newly strength-
ened network of peace ambas-
sadors would play a pivotal
role in rebuilding trust, nur-
turing ethical leadership and
inspiring communities to em-
brace peaceful coexistence.

Their message was simple
but urgent: lasting develop-
ment can only flourish where
peace, integrity and shared re-
sponsibility take root.
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Sacco Ollin Sacco celebrated its Golden Jubilee last weekend, marking 50 years since its establishment on June 14, 1976

Ollin Sacco marks 50 years of growth,
targets KSh70 billion assets by 2030

BY Jane Mugambi
O @themtkenyatimes

What began as a modest sav-
ings initiative by five teachers
in 1976 has grown into one
of Kenya’s leading savings
and credit cooperative societ-
ies, transforming the lives of
tens of thousands of members
across the country and be-
yond.

Ollin Sacco celebrated its
Golden Jubilee last weekend,
marking 50 years since its es-
tablishment on June 14, 1976.
The institution traces its
roots to the Withdrawal Sav-
ings Society before evolving
into Muhigia Co-operative
Savings and Credit Society
and eventually rebranding as
Ollin Sacco.

From an initial membership
of just 163 teachers, the Sac-
co has expanded to a global
membership of more than
46,000 people this year.

The Sacco’s journey started
in Kerugoya when five teach-
ers resolved to save a portion
of their salaries. Their com-
mitment inspired colleagues
after the benefits of collective
savings became evident with-
in a few months, attracting
more teachers to join the ini-
tiative.

Today, Ollin Sacco has grown
into a Tier One financial in-
stitution regulated by the
Sacco Societies Regulatory
Authority (SASRA), with as-
sets worth KSh15 billion and
an ambitious growth strategy
aimed at reaching KSh70 bil-
lion in assets and over 60,000
members by 2030.

Speaking during the celebra-
tions, Chief Executive Officer
CPA John Gathige said the
Sacco remains committed to
its founding mission of trans-
forming lives through finan-
cial empowerment.

“In the next four and a half
years, the Sacco will have a
growth of KSh30 billion in
assets with over 60,000 mem-
bers,” said Gathige.

Gathige’s own journey mir-
rors the institution’s growth.

nies shared by members.
Young Members Ambassa-
dor Felista Wambui recounted
how the Sacco transformed
her life from a struggling boda
boda operator into a property
owner and entrepreneur.
Wambui said she initially
approached the Sacco with
scepticism but decided to start
saving Sh30 daily.

With her savings record,
she secured her first loan of

Kayole when I heard about
Ollin. I started with small dai-
ly savings and gradually built
my financial capacity. Today,
I own two motorcycles, land,
rental units and I have built
a house for my family,” she
said.

Wambui, who is not yet 30
years old, said she recently
purchased an old lorry that
she is converting into a tow-
ing truck, leveraging her skills
as a mechanic.

“I can attest that Ollin is a
Sacco that uplifts lives. If
someone had told me years
ago that I would one day own
property, I would not have be-
lieved it. Today, I am a land-
lady,” she said amid laughter.
She encouraged young peo-
ple to join Saccos and culti-

KSh70,000, which enabled vate a savings culture, saying
her to purchase a motoreycle, €Y represent the next gener-
After repaying the loan, she ation of financially empow-

acquired a second motorcycle ered Iilejnyans. .
through another facility. As Ollin Sacco enters its next

The income generated from chapter, its leadership says the
the two motorcycles allowed institution remains committed

her to continue saving and to expanding financial inclu-

From left: CEO Ollin sacco, John Gathige, CIC Insurance Chair Dr Nelson Kuria and Ollin chairman  ¢ventually qualify for larg- sion, embracing innovation

He joined the Sacco as a
Front Office Services Activ-
ity (FOSA) manager before
rising through the ranks to
become CEO. Under his lead-
ership, Ollin Sacco has ex-
panded its footprint across the
country and attracted mem-
bers from beyond Kenya’s
borders.

The Sacco currently oper-
ates branches in Kerugoya,
Kianyaga, Mwea, Nairobi,
Kitengela, Kajiado, Kiserian,
Kimana, Narok, Thika and
Kiambu, with plans underway
to establish another branch in
Kilgoris.

While launching the Young
Members Club, Gathige urged
young people to embrace a
savings culture, noting that
the Sacco’s success story was
built on the discipline and
foresight of its pioneer mem-
bers.

He said Ollin is now broad-
ening its membership base be-
yond teachers to include pro-
fessionals from other sectors.

“We are moving from the
teaching fraternity, targeting
other professionals. We want
to touch every family in the
world,” he said.

The CEO added that the Sac-
co is investing in innovative
financial solutions that will
enable members to access

Cyrus Kabute. | Ploto: Jane Mugambi

services conveniently through
their mobile phones.

The chief guest at the event,
CIC Insurance Group Chair-
person Dr Nelson Kauria,
praised Ollin Sacco’s leader-
ship and commitment to serv-
ing its members.

“My relationship with Muhi-
gia spans many years. Under
Mr Gathige’s leadership, the
Sacco has remained focused
on delivering credible ser-
vices while upholding its
core values and respecting its
members,” said Dr Kuria.

He described Ollin’s 50-year
journey as proof of what or-
dinary people can achieve
through a shared vision.

“When ordinary people come
together around an extraordi-
nary idea, the testament is not
merely time; the vision is an-
chored in purpose,” he said.

Dr Kuria challenged Saccos
across the country to provide
affordable credit facilities to
protect young Kenyans from
predatory digital lenders.

“Saccos, I pose a challenge
to you. Kindly offer friendly
loans for our young people
to keep digital lenders from
taking advantage of them
through exorbitant interest
rates,” he said.

The impact of Ollin Sacco
was also evident in testimo-

er loans that helped her buy and preserving the values that

inspired five teachers in Ker-
ugoya to begin saving half a
century ago.

land, build a family home and
establish rental units.
“I was a squad operator in
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Climate The students and teachers shared firsthand experiences of climate impacts, including rising temperatures, prolonged droughts, floods, and food insecurity

Acting locally for global impact:
Greening communities and schools
for climate resilience

BY Ireen Twongirwe
O @themtkenyatimes

Letter to the Negotiators

As climate negotiations con-
tinue in Bonn during SB64,
grassroots organisations such
as Women for Green Econo-
my Movement Uganda (Wo-
GEM Uganda), Action for
Climate and Environmental
Justice Uganda (ACEJ Ugan-
da), and Green Walk Engi-
neering Limited are proving
that climate action is not con-
fined to conference halls and
boardrooms. It is happening
on the ground, in the very
communities that face the re-
alities of the climate crisis ev-
ery single day.

On 12 June 2026, WoGEM
Uganda planted more than
100 fruit trees at Kyigandalo
Secondary School in east-
ern Uganda. During that en-
gagement, we reached over
1,000 students and teachers,
equipping them with cli-
mate knowledge and raising
awareness about the urgent
importance of protecting and
conserving our environment.
The energy in that schoolyard
was something no conference
room has ever quite matched.
The students and teachers
shared firsthand experienc-
es of climate impacts — ris-
ing temperatures, prolonged
droughts, devastating floods,
and creeping food insecurity.
These challenges have dis-
rupted school programmes,
affected attendance, and taken
a measurable toll on academ-
ic performance. While many
students were unfamiliar with
the technical language of cli-
mate change, they understood,
deeply and instinctively, the
value of trees in sustaining
healthy ecosystems and live-
lihoods. That understanding is
not taught from a textbook. It
is lived.

This initiative demonstrates
something that policymakers

would do well to internalise:
climate action is not mere-
ly discussed at international
conferences. It is actively
being implemented in com-
munities that are among the
most affected by the crisis.
By planting fruit trees, we
are contributing to carbon
sequestration, ecosystem
restoration, food security,
and community resilience —
while directly supporting the
goals of the Paris Agreement
to limit global warming to 1.5
degrees Celsius.

As global leaders continue
to negotiate and follow up on
climate finance commitments
from Global North countries,
grassroots organisations are
already moving. We are trans-
ferring climate knowledge to
future generations, restoring
degraded landscapes, and
building resilient communi-
ties — all of this with limited

WoGEM Uganda at Kyigandalo Secondary School in Eastern Uganda

During our discussions,
students also raised

the increasing levels of
deforestation in their
communities, driven by
demand for firewood,
charcoal, and timber.
These activities contin-
ue to worsen the crisis.
We explored sustainable
alternatives together
and emphasised the
importance of transi-
tioning towards decen-
tralised renewable en-
ergy solutions that are
affordable, accessible,
inclusive, and genuinely
sustainable for all — not
just for those with the
means to afford them.
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resources, and without wait-
ing for permission.

During our discussions, stu-
dents also raised the increas-
ing levels of deforestation in
their communities, driven by
demand for firewood, char-
coal, and timber. These activ-
ities continue to worsen the
crisis. We explored sustain-
able alternatives together and
emphasised the importance
of transitioning towards de-
centralised renewable energy
solutions that are affordable,
accessible, inclusive, and
genuinely sustainable for all
— not just for those with the
means to afford them.

What our engagement re-
vealed is an urgent need
not only to transfer climate
technologies, but to trans-
form mindsets. Schools and
communities must become
centres of climate education
where future generations are

equipped with the knowledge
and skills to respond to en-
vironmental challenges. The
classroom and the community
are the frontlines. They de-
serve to be treated as such.

At the event, I spoke about
the interconnected nature of
climate change, gender equal-
ity, health, and wellbeing.
Climate change dispropor-
tionately affects marginal-
ised women, limiting access
to livelihoods, healthcare,
and reproductive health ser-
vices, while deepening stress,
trauma, and mental health
challenges. Women often
carry the heaviest burdens
of caregiving and household
responsibility, making them
especially vulnerable when
climate shocks hit. That vul-
nerability is not incidental. It
is structural.

I also emphasised the impor-
tance of self-care and collec-

tive wellbeing within climate
justice movements. The strug-
gle for climate justice did not
begin with us, and it will not
end with us. That reality calls
for solidarity, for the courage
to share our stories, to heal
from injustices, and to chal-
lenge the systems of inequali-
ty and patriarchy that continue
to marginalise communities
— including our own.

It is worth stating plainly: Af-
rica contributes less than four
per cent of global greenhouse
gas emissions, yet bears some
of the most severe conse-
quences of the climate crisis.
Climate finance remains es-
sential, but we cannot afford
to wait indefinitely for com-
mitments to be fulfilled. The
crisis is already here. Com-
munities need solutions today,
not at the next conference, and
not in the next funding cycle.
Across Uganda, communities
are drawing on indigenous
knowledge and local innova-
tion to advance climate and
gender justice. The trees we
planted at Kyigandalo will not
only help reduce emissions
— they will contribute to
household incomes, improve
nutrition, and support local
economic development. This
is climate action that serves
both people and planet, rooted
in the soil of lived experience.
Real solutions already ex-
ist within our communities.
What is needed now is greater
recognition, direct funding,
and sustained investment in
grassroots-led adaptation and
mitigation efforts. Not filtered
through layers of bureaucracy.
Not diluted by conditionality.
Directly, to the people doing
the work.

We say it plainly, as we al-
ways have: nothing for us
without us.

Ireen Twongirwe is Executive
Director of Women for Green
Economy Movement Uganda
(WoGEM Uganda) and a cli-
mate justice advocate.

For God and My Country
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Elections Let us be precise about what is happening, because euphemism is the first refuge of a people who have surrendered their dignity without admitting it

The ballot and the bloodline: How Kenyans

elves every five years

By: Jerameel Kevins Owuor
Odhiambo

O @themtkenyatimes

There is a scene in Chinua Achebe’s
A Man of the People so devastating-
ly prescient that one wonders wheth-
er Achebe had, by some prophetic
faculty, studied a Kenyan electoral
cycle before writing it. Chief the
Honourable M.A. Nanga, Member
of Parliament, is corrupt, spectac-
ular, and utterly beloved. He steals
with flamboyance. He governs with
impunity. He wins with a landslide.
And the people the suffering, lucid,
fully-conscious people vote him
back in anyway, because he is theirs,
because he comes from their stock,
because the pot he fills at their table
is the only pot that ever gets filled.
Achebe was writing about Nigeria in
1966. He was writing about Kenya
in 2027. The geography changes; the
pathology endures.

Let us be precise about what is hap-
pening, because euphemism is the
first refuge of a people who have
surrendered their dignity without
admitting it. Kenyans, in remarkable
numbers, have arrived at a peculiar
intellectual position: they believe the
incumbent regime is a catastrophe,
and they simultaneously believe it
cannot be voted out. These two
convictions cohabit in the Kenyan
political mind not as a contradic-
tion demanding resolution but as a
comfortable duvet under which civic
paralysis sleeps soundly. The regime
is terrible, yes but it has money. It
has ethnic arithmetic. It will assem-
ble a coalition broad enough to make
resistance look foolish. And so the
citizen, rather than becoming the
indispensable sovereign that Article
1 of the Constitution of Kenya 2010
declares him to be, transforms him-
self into a spectator at a theatre he
is paying for with his taxes and his
silence.

Article 1 is unambiguous to the
point of severity: “All sovereign
power belongs to the people of Ken-
ya and shall be exercised only in
accordance with this Constitution.”
Not some of the power. Not the pow-
er that tribal chieftains and political

conspire against thems

a1 ——

How Kenyans Conspire
Against Themselves
Every Five Years

financiers have not yet claimed. All
sovereign power. The framers of the
2010 Constitution, emerging from
the wreckage of the post-election
violence of 2007-2008, inscribed
popular sovereignty not as aspiration
but as foundational legal fact. They
built around it a formidable scaffold-
ing Articles 35,37, 38, and 119 guar-
anteeing access to information, the
right to petition, electoral participa-
tion, and public engagement because
they understood, as James Madison
had understood two centuries prior,
that “a people who mean to be their
own governors must arm themselves
with the power which knowledge
gives.” The architecture of account-
ability is already in the building. The
tenants have simply chosen not to
use the stairs.

And what of the eight million reg-
istered voters who did not show up
in August 2022? Eight million. That
is not voter apathy; that is a civic
dereliction on the scale of a consti-
tutional crisis. The winner of that
election secured approximately 7.2
million votes. The arithmetic does
not need elaboration it prosecutes it-
self. A democratic republic in which
the margin of presidential victory is
smaller than the pool of voluntary
abstentions is not a functioning de-
mocracy; it is a performed one, a rit-

The ballot and the bloodline

ual enacted for the benefit of interna-
tional observers and donor agencies
while the actual sovereign power is
squandered in silence. The people
who stayed home did not escape
complicity. They authored the result.
Abstention is itself a vote one cast in
favour of whoever the machinery of
incumbency is designed to benefit.

But the pathologies run deeper than
abstention. There are citizens who
will not vote because their preferred
candidate has exited the race. There
are those who will vote for the in-
cumbent specifically to wound a ri-
val community deploying the ballot
not as an instrument of governance
but as a weapon of ethnic spite, a
political IED buried at the cross-
roads of the national interest. There
are those whose loyalty is calcified
around the question of who has em-
ployed their tribesmen in the civil
service, as though the republic were
a family business and the measure
of good governance were the tribal
headcount in the Attorney Gener-
al’s chambers. And there are those
who simply see no need, who have
so thoroughly internalized their own
powerlessness that the Constitu-
tion’s promise of popular sovereign-
ty strikes them as a kind of fiction
charming, perhaps, but not some-
thing a reasonable person would bet

their afternoon on.

Chief Nanga would recognise all
of them. He cultivated precisely this
ecosystem. In Achebe’s novel, the
educated protagonist Odili initially
believes he can expose Nanga, chal-
lenge him, unseat him through prin-
ciple and publicity. He is, of course,
routed not primarily by fraud, but
by the genuine affection the peo-
ple have for their tormentor. Nanga
feeds them. Nanga sees them. Nanga
is magnificently, entertainingly cor-
rupt in ways that feel almost like en-
tertainment. Odili’s rectitude cannot
compete. It is too abstract. It offers
no bride price, no harambee contri-
bution, no appointment letter. The
people are not fools; they are simply
making rational calculations within
a system that has taught them that
integrity does not feed children.
This is Kenya’s inheritance. The
pathologies did not emerge from
nowhere they were incubated at in-
dependence, when the Lancaster
House negotiations bequeathed to
a nascent republic the skeleton of
Westminster democracy grafted onto
the living tissue of ethnic competi-
tion for the post-colonial state. The
ethnic mathematics of Kenyan elec-
tions did not appear in 2022; they
were there in 1963, when Kenyatta’s
KANU and Odinga’s KADU carved

the country into competing ethnic al-
legiances with the precision of men
who understood that the tribe, not
the citizen, would be the fundamen-
tal unit of political mobilisation for
decades to come. Sixty years later,
the tribal ledger is still the primary
instrument of electoral arithmetic.
The coalition that will win the next
general election is already being as-
sembled not around policy platforms
but around demographic projections
which community, delivered in bloc,
tips which county, which county tips
which region, which region tips the
national count.

This is not inevitable. It is chosen.
It is reproduced, election cycle by
election cycle, by citizens who know
better and behave otherwise, by an
intelligentsia that diagnoses the dis-
ease with admirable precision and
then votes tribally in the privacy of
the polling booth, by civil society or-
ganisations some of them excellent
that monitor elections with rigour
and then watch their careful reports
gather dust. The Constitution pro-
vides the remedy: robust civic par-
ticipation, an independent judiciary
empowered by Chapter Ten, a de-
volved system of government under
Article 174 designed precisely to de-
centralize power away from the eth-
nic competitions of the centre. The
remedy sits on the shelf, unopened,
because the patient has convinced
himself he is not sick merely unfor-
tunate.

Perhaps the psychologists and po-
litical scientists must now do what
constitutional lawyers cannot. The
legal architecture of democratic ac-
countability is, for Kenya, largely
complete. What remains is a deficit
not of law but of political will a col-
lective failure of civic nerve that is,
in the end, a psychological and so-
ciological emergency dressed in the
borrowed clothes of inevitability.
A country is, as someone once ob-
served, only as good as the history it
refuses to repeat. Kenya’s generation
of constitutional promise the gener-
ation that voted yes in 2010, that
marched in 2017 and 2019 and 2023
has not yet decided whether it will
repeat or rupture that history.

The choice, irritatingly, remains
theirs. It always was. That is precise-
ly what Article 1 means.

The author is a legal researcher
and writer.
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Tragedy School dormitories consumed in flames, students appearing before courts, teachers injured while trying to restore order

The children we are losing: How a
society that fears discomfort is rising

a generation unprepared for life

BY Fredrick Chelimo
O @themtkenyatimes

There are tragedies that break
the hearts, those that expose
the truths, those that leave us
grieving and those that leave
us questioning about every-
thing we thought we under-
stood about ourselves. From
time to time, a nation encoun-
ters events so painful that they
cease to belong to the families
affected and instead become
moral moments — moments
that compel collective reflec-
tion. They force society to
confront not only what hap-
pened, but what conditions
allowed it to become imagin-
able.

Kenya has stood before such
moments with unsettling fre-
quency. School dormitories
consumed in flames, students
appearing  before  courts,
teachers injured while trying
to restore order, schools clos-
ing indefinitely, and parents
receiving calls they never
imagined they would receive.
Children carrying wounds —
physical, emotional, psycho-
logical — long before adult-
hood has even introduced
itself.

And then came the tragedy
that unsettled the conscience
of an entire nation. At Utumi-
shi Girls Academy in Gilgil,
Nakuru County, what should
have been an ordinary night
inside a boarding school end-
ed in unbearable loss. Young
girls who had gone to bed
expecting lessons the follow-
ing day never returned home.
Sixteen lives were lost, many
others sustained injuries and
across homes villages and
communities, grief travelled
faster than explanation.

No official report, no inves-
tigation and no public state-

Mr. Ireri Nyagah one of the Naivasha leaders during one of the victims’ funeral services in Naivasha

ment can fully account for
that silence that follows such
loss. Sixteen unfinished sto-
ries, sixteen empty chairs,
sixteen names that could have
become professionals, inven-
tors, leaders, families and
memory. No civilized soci-
ety should speak such num-
bers with familiarity. Yet as
painful as the deaths are, they
leave behind questions that
extend beyond investigations,
accountability and institution-
al review.

What happened to our chil-
dren? Why are our schools
increasingly carrying emo-
tional burdens they were nev-
er designed to bear? Why are
ordinary frustrations escalat-
ing into extra-ordinary acts
of destruction? Why do some
children appear increasingly
unable to tolerate disappoint-
ment, correction, delay or
authority? These questions
are uncomfortable because
they resist easy blame. It is
tempting to point at children,
teachers, social media, mod-
ern parenting, and emerging
technologies.

But children do not emerge
from nowhere, they are
formed, observed into adult-

hood and observe values
before they articulate them.
They become fluent in what
they repeatedly experience.
And perhaps one of the most
uncomfortable realities of our
time, is that while we have
become more sophisticated
in raising successful children,
we may be becoming less de-
liberate in raising resilient hu-
man beings.
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No official report, no
investigation and no public
statement can fully account
for that silence that follows
such loss. Sixteen unfin-
ished stories, sixteen empty
chairs, sixteen names that
could have become profes-
sionals, inventors, leaders,
families and memory. No
civilized society should
speak such numbers with
familiarity. Yet as painful
as the deaths are, they
leave behind questions that
extend beyond investiga-
tions, accountability and

institutional review.

Across many homesteads
today, love increasingly ex-
presses itself through protec-
tion. Parents want their chil-
dren to avoid the hardships
they themselves endured. The
want them to suffer less, work
less, feel less disappointment,
and suspending natural hu-
man instinct. The protection
has become overprotection,
support become substitution,
care become rescue and chil-
dren are defended before they
reflect. They are comforted
before they take responsibil-
ity, and excused before they
apologize.

Every inconvenience is re-
moved, obstacles negotiated, ,
every discomfort softened and
quietly, often without realiz-
ing it, adults begin communi-
cating a dangerous message:
life should never feel difficult,
while life has never promised
comfort. Life asks people to
wait, to lose, to be corrected,
to try again, to co-exist with
others, to carry disappoint-
ments without collapsing and
to hear “no” without inter-
preting rejection. It also en-
courages that we encounter
authority without experienc-
ing humiliation, fail without

self-destruction.

These capacities are not in-
herited, they are cultivated
and when they are not culti-
vated, ordinary experiences
can begin to feel unbearable.
The poor grade becomes re-
jection, correction becomes
disrespect, rules become
oppression, delay becomes
injustice, disagreement be-
comes conflict and frustration
becomes rage. This is not be-
cause children are becoming
less intelligent, but because
emotional endurance cannot
be downloaded, purchased or
inherited. It must be formed.
Teachers  across  many
schools increasingly describe
a generation carrying remark-
able strengths and difficult
vulnerabilities at the same
time. Students who are articu-
late but emotionally exhaust-
ed, connected yet lonely, con-
fident, yet deeply fragile and
ambitious yet overwhelmed
by setbacks. Students who
possess unprecedented ac-
cess to information but lim-
ited opportunities to develop
patience, self-regulation and
internal discipline. This is not
crisis of intelligence but crisis
of information.

Homes alone cannot manage
and schools cannot become
substitute parents. Schools
however remain among so-
ciety’s most important insti-
tutions for shaping human
beings. Where homes weaken
and institutions become over-
stretched, children often grow
in knowledge but remain un-
derdeveloped in character
and this is where the danger
begins. In unattended conver-
sations, emotional absence, in
homes where everyone is con-
nected but nobody is listening,
in schools where performance
is measured and well-being
is neglected, and communi-
ties where achievements are
celebrated while character is
outsourced.

One day society wakes up to
tragedy and asks how things
reached here. The answer is
rarely one event. It is a result

of many neglected moments,
missed opportunities, and ab-
dicated responsibilities. The
solution is not punishment
alone; children need more
than freedom. They require
formation, parents who are
warm enough to care and cou-
rageous enough to establish
boundaries, ready to partic-
ipate in family life and carry
responsibilities.

Teachers must be empow-
ered to guide fairly and firm-
ly, schools must strengthen
guiding and counselling,
mentorship, life skills, con-
flict resolution and students’
well-being. Government must
treat child development and
school safety as strategic na-
tional priority. Communities
must rebuild mentorship and
society must stop measuring
success only by grades, in-
come and achievement while
neglecting the architecture of
character. Education is civili-
zation reproducing itself.
Children who learn respon-
sibility become adults who
contribute, child who learn
restrain protects others, chil-
dren who learn empathy pre-
serve dignity and children
who learn resilience survive
difficulties without destroy-
ing what belongs to every-
one. The future of our schools
will therefore be secured by
stronger homes, healthier in-
stitutions, present parenting
and children who know both
freedom and responsibility.
Children who understand that
strength is not found in rebel-
lion but in character.

The biggest questions per-
sistently remain. If our
children are becoming in-
creasingly unable to carry dis-
appointment, what have they
been watching us models? If
schools are becoming places
of distress instead of forma-
tion, what have we neglected
while celebrating success? if
children are speaking loud-
ly through behaviour, what
conversation have we failed
to hear? If teachers no longer
feel empowered to guide and
parents no longer feel obli-
gated to shape, who exactly is
raising our children?

And when history eventu-
ally asks what kind of adults
we were while our children
searched for guidance, struc-
ture and meaning- what an-
swer will we leave behind?
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U.S., Iran U.S. President Donald Trump said earlier in the day that the U.S.-Iran peace deal “is now complete” and that the Strait of Hormuz will reopen

U.S., Iran reach deal to end war: what
comes next?

BY Xinhua News Agency
O @themtkenyatimes

The United States and Iran on Mon-
day announced the finalization of
a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) to end hostilities following
months of negotiations.

Despite widespread viewing of the
agreement as an important step to-
ward peace, it does not resolve the
underlying disputes, leaving the
future trajectory of U.S.-Iran rela-
tions and the regional situation still
shrouded in uncertainty.

What’s in the deal?

U.S. President Donald Trump said
earlier in the day that the U.S.-Iran
peace deal “is now complete” and
that the Strait of Hormuz will re-
open upon the signing of the deal
on Friday. The deal would also in-
clude a commitment from Iran not
to obtain nuclear weapons, Trump
told The Wall Street Journal. There
would be strong nuclear inspections
on the Iranians, Trump said, without
specifying how they would work.
He also expressed no urgency to
extract nuclear material from Iran,
saying “there’s no rush.” Iranian
Foreign Ministry spokesman Es-
maeil Baghaei stressed on Monday
that ending the war in Lebanon is an
“inseparable” part of the finalized
MoU. He listed some of the other
provisions in the deal, including the
release of Iran’s frozen assets and
the reconstruction of the damage
sustained by the country during the
war, stressing that under the deal, the
United States commits to implement
measures regarding both issues.

The exact terms of the MoU are not
publicly available so far. Details will
be made public within next 24 to 48
hours, according to media reports on
Monday. “The United States showed
greater flexibility regarding some
Iranian demands related to lifting
or gradually easing sanctions, while
Iran likely accepted additional re-
strictions and monitoring measures
related to its nuclear program,”
Palestinian political analyst Musta-
fa Ibrahim told Xinhua.”What hap-
pened does not reflect a victory for
one side over the other, but rather
an attempt to reach a middle ground
that achieves the minimum interests
of both sides,” Ibrahim said.

This combination of pictures created on November 7, 2024 shows Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei (L) in Tehran on July 5, 2024, and then Republi-

can presidential candidate Donald Trump (R) in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on November 4, 2024.

How’s the deal viewed?

Countries and international organi-
zations have welcomed the finaliza-
tion of the MoU and called for its
full implementation to help achieve
lasting peace. UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres welcomed
the deal, and hoped that the parties
would build on this new momentum
and redouble their efforts toward a
final resolution of the conflict, his
spokesperson said Sunday. Britain,
France, Germany and Italy also wel-
comed the MoU, saying in a joint
statement that they were “prepared
to lift relevant sanctions in response
to clear, verifiable steps by Iran on
its nuclear program.” Ahmed Aboul-
Gheit, secretary-general of the Arab
League, said he hoped the devel-
opment would mark an important
step for bringing a definitive end
to attacks on Arab territories, and
help create conditions conducive to
launching a process aimed at ending
the conflict and achieving lasting
stability in the region. He called on
the parties involved to approach the
next phase of negotiations on key
issues in a positive spirit and work
toward a peaceful resolution of the
crisis. Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun said the MoU could help end

military escalations in the region, in-
cluding in Lebanon. He commended
the deal’s recognition that Lebanon’s
security and stability are essential
for achieving regional stability.

‘What comes next?

Analysts say that some of the con-
sensus achieved is of great sig-
nificance. First and foremost, the
reopening of the Strait of Hormuz
would help ease tensions in global
energy markets.

However, many key issues remain
unresolved, and the real test will
come after the MoU is signed in
Switzerland. “Technical negotia-
tions on Iran’s nuclear file will prove
difficult,” researchers at the U.S.
think tank the Center for Strategic
and International Studies said in a
commentary. “The last time Iran and
the United States secured a compre-
hensive nuclear accord was in 2015,
after two years of negotiations.”
“Tehran has signaled an unwilling-
ness to compromise on key demands
and will try to play for time, know-
ing that President Trump is unlikely
to resume the military campaign in
the run-up to the November mid-
term elections,” they said. Another

factor shaping the peace prospects
is the conflict along the Israel-Leba-
non front. “The Israel-Lebanon front
has become part of a much larger re-
gional equation. What happens there
affects not only Israel and Lebanon
but also calculations in Washington,
Tehran, and other regional capitals,”
Palestinian political analyst Abdel
Majid Suwailem told Xinhua. “An
escalation could create a political
atmosphere in which compromise

becomes more difficult and securi-
ty concerns take precedence over
diplomacy,” Suwailem added. “The
reported agreement appears to focus
on urgent issues necessary to halt
escalation ... More contentious sub-
jects have been deferred to future
negotiations,” said Aram Kiwan, an
Arab Israeli political analyst and col-
umnist, noting that he sees the most
likely scenario as a lengthy, phased
negotiating process.
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Beyond compensation: the search
for justice in a wounded nation

BY Hadassah Karangu
O @themtkenyatimes

When a nation mourns, what price
can be placed on a human life?

That is the question Kenya finds
itself grappling with as conversa-
tions around compensating victims
of protest-related violence continue
to dominate public discourse. Across
the country, families carry invisible
scars. Some lost loved ones. Others
are nursing injuries that changed
their lives forever. Many are still
searching for answers.
Compensation may ease financial
burdens, but it cannot silence the
grief of a mother who will never
again hear her child’s voice. It can-
not fill the empty chair at the family
table. It cannot restore dreams cut
short in the chaos of violence.

For many Kenyans, the debate is no
longer just about money. It is about

Kenya’s protest violence

justice.

The recent protests exposed more
than political disagreements. They
revealed a nation struggling with
deep frustrations over governance,
economic hardship, unemployment,
and the widening gap between lead-
ers and ordinary citizens. The streets

became a stage where hope collided
with anger, and where demands for
change were met with uncertainty
and loss.

In such moments, compensation
is necessary. Families who have
lost breadwinners deserve support.
Victims facing mounting medical

expenses deserve assistance. A gov-
ernment that truly values its people
must acknowledge their suffering.

Yet compensation must never be-
come a substitute for accountability.

A cheque may cover hospital bills,
but it cannot answer the harder
questions. Who bears responsibility
when lives are lost? What lessons
have been learned? What measures
are being put in place to ensure such
tragedies are never repeated?

These questions matter because jus-
tice is not measured by the amount
of money paid out. It is measured by
truth, by accountability, and by a na-
tion’s willingness to confront its own
failures.

As Kenya slowly turns toward the
future and the politics of 2027 be-
gin to take shape, leaders across the
political divide must remember that
citizens are demanding more than
speeches and promises. They are
demanding trust. They are demand-

ing transparency. Above all, they are
demanding leadership that places the
dignity of human life above political
interest.

The future of this country will not
be secured through compensation
alone. It will be secured through
honest dialogue, stronger institu-
tions, genuine respect for human
rights, and a firm commitment to
peaceful engagement even when
opinions differ sharply.

The true test of a nation is not how
it responds when everything is going
well. It is how it responds when trag-
edy strikes. Kenya now faces that
test.

The challenge before us is far great-
er than compensating victims. It is
about building a country where no
parent has to bury a child because of
political unrest. It is about creating a
society where justice is not an after-
thought but a foundation.

Only then will the wounds begin to
heal. Only then will compensation
mean more than a payment. It will
become part of a larger journey —
toward justice, reconciliation, and
a better Kenya for generations to
come.

Floods “This is a humanitarian crisis on our doorstep. We will not leave anyone behind.” — Alan Winde

Western Cape floods leave hundreds homeless
as recovery efforts intensify

BY Norman Mwale
O @themtkenyatimes

Hundreds of residents across the
Western Cape remain displaced af-
ter days of torrential rain triggered
widespread flooding that submerged
homes, washed away roads and crip-
pled essential services. The deluge,
which began last week, has left en-
tire communities in towns such as
George, Knysna and parts of Cape
Town’s informal settlements with-
out shelter, clean water or electricity,
with emergency teams still working
to reach the most isolated areas.

Provincial Premier Alan Winde de-
scribed the scale of the disaster as
“unprecedented in recent years” and
confirmed that more than 800 house-
holds had been affected, while dam-
age to infrastructure was expected
to run into hundreds of millions of
rand. “This is a humanitarian crisis
on our doorstep. We will not leave
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Western Cape floods leave hundreds homeless

anyone behind,” Winde said during
a visit to a relief centre in George,
where families are sleeping on mats
and relying on donations for basic
necessities.

Local government officials echoed

the urgency, with George Mayor
Jackie Tarentaal warning that the
ground remains saturated and further
rain could worsen conditions: “Our
teams are stretched, but we are pri-
oritising the most vulnerable first.

Shelters are full, and we are appeal-
ing for more support from the pri-
vate sector and NGOs.”

Humanitarian organisations on the
ground spoke of scenes of despera-
tion and resilience in equal measure.

INTERNATIONAL

Gift of the Givers spokesperson Ali
Sablay noted that volunteers had dis-
tributed blankets, food parcels and
hygiene kits but stressed that long-
term housing solutions were urgent-
ly needed: “People lost everything
overnight. They are grateful for a hot
meal, but the trauma will linger long
after the water recedes.”

Community leader Nomsa Mbeki
from the Kwanonqgaba township said
residents had been warning about
poor drainage for years and now felt
abandoned by the system: “We keep
telling them the stormwater drains
are blocked, but no one listens until
there is a disaster. We just want safe
homes for our children.”

The South African Weather Service
has cautioned that more showers
are forecast for the region, prompt-
ing disaster management authorities
to keep evacuation orders in place
along low-lying riverbanks. As the
Western Cape counts the cost, the
focus is shifting from rescue to re-
covery, with officials under pressure
to deliver not only immediate relief
but lasting solutions for those who
now face an uncertain future without
a roof over their heads.
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By Norman Mwale

“Real Madrid is the biggest
club in the world and I grew up
watching this team. I did not
come here to be comfortable. 1
came here to win.”

Real Madrid have completed
the signing of Chelsea left-back
Marc Cucurella in a deal worth a
reported €55 million, bolstering
Carlo Ancelotti’s defensive op-
tions ahead of the new La Liga
season. The 26-year-old Span-
iard has agreed a five-year con-
tract at the Santiago Bernabéu
and becomes Los Blancos’ sec-
ond major defensive acquisition
of the summer window after the
arrival of a central defender from
the Bundesliga.

Cucurella’s move ends a two-
year spell at Stamford Bridge
that was marked by flashes of
attacking quality but also incon-
sistency amid Chelsea’s broader
struggles. The former Brighton
and Barcelona full-back was
viewed as surplus to require-
ments under new Chelsea head
coach Enzo Maresca, who is re-
shaping the squad to fit a posses-
sion-based system that demands
different profiles in wide areas.
Madrid moved quickly once it
became clear the Spain inter-
national was available, seeing
him as an immediate solution to
cover for Ferland Mendy and to
provide tactical flexibility on the
left flank.

Speaking after completing his
medical and signing the contract,
Cucurella said he was “proud
and ready” for the challenge at
the Bernabéu. “Real Madrid is
the biggest club in the world and
I grew up watching this team,”
he said. “I know what it means
to wear this shirt. I will give ev-
erything for the badge, for the
fans and for my teammates. [ am
coming to work hard, to learn
and to help the team win tro-
phies.”

Real Madrid president Floren-
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*“Real Madrid is the biggest club in the world and I grew up watching this team. I did not come
here to be comfortable. I came here to win.”

Real Madrid sign Chelsea defender
Cucurella

tino Pérez described Cucurella
as a player who embodied the
club’s values of commitment
and competitiveness. “Marc is
a modern full-back with ener-
gy, intelligence and experience
at the highest level,” Pérez said.
“He understands the demands of
playing for Real Madrid and we
are convinced he will contribute
a great deal to the squad. He ar-
rives at a club that demands ex-
cellence every day.”

Carlo Ancelotti welcomed the
addition, noting Cucurella’s ver-
satility and work rate would be
crucial across a long season that
includes La Liga, the Champi-
ons League and domestic cups.
“Marc gives us balance,” Ance-
lotti said. “He can defend one-
on-one, he can support the at-
tack, and he has the mentality to
compete at this level. We already
have Ferland, but injuries and
the number of matches mean we
need quality in every position.
Marec fits our idea of football.”
The transfer represents a sig-
nificant loss for Chelsea, who
signed Cucurella for an initial

€65 million in 2022 but have
now accepted a lower fee to
streamline the squad and comply
with financial regulations. Chel-
sea co-sporting directors Paul
Winstanley and Laurence Stew-
art thanked the player for his
service and said the club wished
him well. “Marc gave his all
while he was here and we appre-
ciate his professionalism,” they
said in a joint statement. “This
move allows Marc to return to
Spain and allows us to continue
reshaping the squad in line with
the head coach’s plans.”

For Real Madrid, the deal ad-
dresses a key area of concern
after Mendy missed large parts
of last season through injury
and with Nacho Fernandez hav-
ing departed. Cucurella’s ability
to invert into midfield or over-
lap in wide areas is expected to
suit Ancelotti’s system, which
often asks full-backs to contrib-
ute to build-up play. The Span-
iard’s experience in the Premier
League and with the national
team, including appearances at
Euro 2024, was also a factor in

Madrid’s decision to act deci-
sively.

Supporters reacted quickly on
social media, with many wel-
coming a player known for his
relentless energy and commit-
ment. Former Madrid left-back
Roberto Carlos posted a message
of support, saying Cucurella
would “feel the Bernabéu” once
he settled in. The defender will
join pre-season training immedi-
ately and is expected to be avail-
able for Madrid’s final warm-up
fixtures before the league cam-
paign begins.

The transfer brings Chelsea’s
summer outgoings closer to
€180 million as the club contin-
ues to trim a large squad assem-
bled over the past two years. For
Cucurella, it is a return to Spain
and an opportunity to compete
for honours at the highest level.
As he put it after holding up the
white shirt for the first time: “I
did not come here to be comfort-
able. I came here to win.”
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mediate effect following a humiliating 5-1 friendly defeat to Sweden in Solna

Sweden

Tunisia fires coach atter 5-1 defeat to

Coach Sabri Lamouchi

By Norman Mwale

“Results at this level are
non-negotiable. A 5-1 defeat is
not acceptable for Tunisia.”

The Tunisian Football Federa-
tion has dismissed national team
head coach Jalel Kadri with im-
mediate effect following a hu-
miliating 5-1 friendly defeat to
Sweden in Solna, a result that
has intensified scrutiny over the
team’s preparations ahead of
World Cup qualifying. The fed-
eration announced the decision
on Monday morning, stating that
the heavy loss exposed “tactical,
physical and mental shortcom-
ings” that could not be ignored
with competitive fixtures ap-
proaching.

Tunisia entered the match hop-
ing to build confidence after a
mixed run of results, but instead
suffered their worst defeat in
three years. Sweden scored three
times before half-time and add-
ed two more in the second half,
while Tunisia’s only response
came through a late consolation
from Youssef Msakni. The per-
formance drew sharp criticism
from supporters and pundits,
many of whom questioned the

team’s organisation, pressing in-
tensity and defensive transitions.
In a brief statement, the federa-
tion said the executive committee
had met overnight to review the
match and decided a change was
necessary to “restore credibility
and competitiveness”. ‘“Results
at this level are non-negotiable,”
the statement read. “A 5-1 defeat
is not acceptable for Tunisia. We
thank Jalel Kadri for his service
and commitment, but the team
requires a new direction.” Kadri,
52, had been in charge since Jan-
uary 2022 and led the Carthage
Eagles to the last 16 of the Af-
rica Cup of Nations in 2023, but
his tenure ended amid growing
dissatisfaction over style of play
and squad selection.

Speaking to reporters before
news of his dismissal broke,
Kadri accepted responsibili-
ty for the result but defended
the broader project he had been
building. “We played against a
strong Sweden side and we were
punished for our mistakes,” he
said. “One match does not erase
two years of work. I believe in
this group of players. However,
I understand that in football the
coach is always the first to be
held accountable.”

Players were subdued after the
final whistle, with captain Aissa
Laidouni admitting the team had
failed to meet expectations. “We
are professionals and we must
accept the criticism,” Laidouni
said. “Sweden were better in
every department. We cannot
concede five goals and expect
to keep the coach. Now we must
focus on what comes next and
show a different face when the
qualifiers begin.”

Swedish head coach Jon Dahl
Tomasson praised his side’s ef-
ficiency but acknowledged Tuni-
sia’s struggles. “We played well
and took our chances, but I also
saw a Tunisia team that looked
short of confidence,” Tomasson
said. “International football pun-
ishes you quickly if you are not
compact. [ wish the Tunisia play-
ers and staff well for the future.”
The federation has appointed
assistant coach Maher Kanzari as
interim manager while it search-
es for a permanent replacement.
Kanzari will take charge of the
next training camp, with World
Cup qualifying matches sched-
uled to resume in September.
Federation president Wadie Jary
said the priority now was sta-
bility and restoring belief with-

in the squad. “We have talented
players and a proud footballing
history,” Jary said. “This defeat
must serve as a wake-up call.
The new coach, whoever it is,
will be expected to build a team
that competes with identity and
discipline.”

Analysts in Tunis said the de-
cision was inevitable given the
scale of the defeat and the prox-
imity of qualifiers. “Tunisia can-
not afford to enter World Cup
qualifying with doubts about
leadership,” said former inter-
national Radhi Jaidi. “The 5-1
scoreline is not just a number.
It reflects deeper issues around
mentality and  preparation.
A change gives the players a
chance to reset.”

For Tunisia, a nation that has
qualified for six World Cups and
expects to compete at the high-
est level in Africa, the heavy loss
to Sweden has become a turning
point. As the federation moves
quickly to appoint a successor,
the immediate challenge for
Kanzari and the players will be
to rebuild confidence and prove
that the 5-1 night in Solna was
an aberration, not a definition of
this team.
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Sadia Jahan Rothi: A leading voice for climate justice and
youth empowerment

By: Anila Bukhari
Q @themtkenyatimes

Sadia Jahan Rothi is an inspiring
environmental and climate activist
from Bangladesh whose dedication
to climate justice, sustainability, and
youth empowerment has positioned
her among the emerging leaders
shaping the future of global climate
action. With over seven years of ex-
perience in climate education, ad-
vocacy, policy analysis, and youth
engagement, she has devoted her life
to addressing environmental chal-
lenges while ensuring that young
people are meaningfully included in
decision-making processes at local,
national, regional, and international
levels.

Her journey into climate activism
began in 2018 when she joined the
youth-led organization Eco-Net-
work Global. The turning point
came when she witnessed firsthand
the devastating impacts of climate
change on vulnerable communities
living in the coastal regions of Ban-
gladesh. Seeing families struggle
against rising sea levels, extreme
weather events, and environmental
degradation deeply influenced her
perspective and motivated her to
take action. Rather than remaining
a passive observer, Sadia committed
herself to becoming a voice for those
most affected by the climate crisis.
Through her involvement with
Eco-Network Global, Sadia steadi-
ly developed her leadership skills
and expanded her influence within
the environmental movement. Her
dedication, strategic thinking, and
passion for sustainable development
eventually led her to serve as Direc-
tor of the organization. In this role,
she has worked tirelessly to edu-
cate young people, promote climate
awareness, and advocate for stronger
environmental policies. Her leader-
ship has helped create opportunities

for youth to actively participate in
climate discussions and contribute to
solutions that address environmental
challenges.

Beyond her national contributions,
Sadia has played an active role in
global climate governance through
her engagement with YOUNGO, the
official Youth Constituency of the
United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
Through this platform, she has col-
laborated with young climate lead-
ers from around the world to advo-
cate for meaningful youth inclusion
in climate negotiations and policy
development. Her work reflects a
strong belief that young people are
not merely future stakeholders but
essential partners in creating sustain-
able solutions today.

Recognized for her commitment to
climate resilience and adaptation,
Sadia was selected as a Climate Vul-
nerable Forum (CVF) Youth Fellow.
This prestigious opportunity enabled
her to work alongside global ex-
perts and policymakers focused on
addressing the challenges faced by
climate-vulnerable nations. Her con-
tributions have emphasized the im-
portance of equitable climate action
and the need to amplify the voices
of communities that are dispropor-
tionately affected by environmental
crises.

Adding to her impressive portfolio
of achievements, Sadia served as
Youth Advisor to the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Global Center on
Adaptation (GCA). In this capacity,
she provided valuable insights on
youth perspectives regarding climate
adaptation and resilience-building
strategies. Her advisory role rein-
forced her reputation as a trusted
advocate for youth engagement and
highlighted her ability to bridge the
gap between young activists and
high-level decision-makers.

Sadia’s influence extends across
numerous international forums and
United Nations platforms. She has
represented youth voices at some
of the world’s most significant cli-
mate and development conferences.
Among her notable engagements,
she attended the United Nations Cli-
mate Change Conference (COP29)

as a Party Delegate, contributing
to critical discussions surrounding
climate mitigation, adaptation, and
sustainable development. She also
participated in COP28 and COP27,
demonstrating her consistent com-
mitment to global climate negotia-
tions.

Her international experience further
includes participation in the Asia
Pacific Dialogue for Human Rights
75, the 79th Session of the United
Nations Economic and Social Com-
mission for Asia and the Pacific (UN
ESCAP), and the UN Water Confer-
ence 2023. Through these platforms,
Sadia has engaged with policymak-
ers, diplomats, academics, and civil
society leaders, advocating for pol-
icies that prioritize environmental
sustainability, climate resilience, and
intergenerational equity.

Sadia’s remarkable contributions
have earned her widespread recog-
nition and numerous accolades. In
2022, she received the prestigious
Inspiring Women Volunteer Award,
honoring her exceptional service to
society and her efforts in promot-
ing sustainable development. The
award was jointly presented by UN
Women, United Nations Volunteers
(UNV), Plan International, Action-
Aid Bangladesh, and VSO, high-
lighting the significance of her im-
pact across multiple sectors.

The Bangladesh University of Pro-
fessionals (BUP) also recognized
her outstanding commitment to
combating climate change by pre-
senting her with the Senate Award.
This honor reflected her dedication
to creating positive environmental
change and acknowledged her lead-
ership within Bangladesh’s growing
climate movement.

In addition to her advocacy work,
Sadia has demonstrated excellence
in innovation and problem-solving
through her success in various cli-
mate-related competitions. In 2019,
she emerged as the Champion of
Climathon, an internationally recog-
nized climate innovation competi-
tion supported by EIT Climate-KIC.
Her achievement showcased her
ability to develop practical and im-
pactful solutions for addressing cli-
mate challenges.

Sadia Jahan Rothi

Continuing her record of success,
she won Solve-A-Thon in 2022, a
renewable energy-focused compe-
tition organized by the World Bank
Bangladesh. This accomplishment
underscored her commitment to pro-
moting clean energy solutions and
highlighted her capacity to contrib-
ute innovative ideas to the transition
toward a more sustainable future.

Throughout her career, Sadia Jahan
Rothi has remained steadfast in her
mission to create a more equitable
and climate-resilient world. Her
work is driven by the conviction that
climate action must be inclusive,
collaborative, and centered on the
needs of vulnerable communities.
By combining grassroots activism
with international advocacy, she has
successfully amplified youth voices

and influenced conversations on en-
vironmental policy and sustainable
development.

As a leader, advocate, and change-
maker, Sadia continues to inspire
countless young people to engage
in climate action and become active
participants in shaping a sustainable
future. Her journey demonstrates
the transformative power of dedi-
cation, empathy, and leadership in
addressing one of the most pressing
challenges of our time. Through her
unwavering commitment to environ-
mental justice and youth empow-
erment, she stands as a powerful
example of how one individual can
make a meaningful difference on
both national and global stages.
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