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Green Belt Movement 
concerned over plans to 
excise Uhuru and Cen-
tral Parks for Highway 
expansion
The Green Belt Move-
ment (GBM) has sounded 
the alarm over reports 
that portions of Nairobi’s 
iconic Uhuru Park and 
Central Park

African innovators showcase 
breakthrough accessibility solu-
tions at Inclusive Africa Confer-
ence 2026
The Inclusive Africa Conference  
2026 brought together leading 
innovators, policymakers, tech-
nology companies, and disability 
advocates in Nairobi to spotlight 
African-led solutions addressing 
accessibility challenges 
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Politics “The protection of public health is a constitutional obligation and a matter of national security,” the coalition said

United opposition leaders on Tuesday.

Kenya’s opposition coalition, operating un-
der the banner of the United Alternative Gov-
ernment (UAG), has launched a sharp attack 
on President William Ruto’s administration 
over its handling of reported Ebola-related 
arrangements, the proposed Finance Bill 
2026, and preparations for the forthcoming 
Ol Kalou parliamentary by-election.
In a statement issued after a meeting of co-
alition leaders, the opposition accused the 
government of secrecy, economic misman-
agement, and undermining democratic pro-
cesses, while positioning itself as a credible 
alternative ahead of future electoral contests.
The coalition demanded the immediate 
release of all agreements, protocols, and 
commitments related to reported Ebola pro-
grammes and facilities, arguing that the gov-
ernment’s handling of the matter has created 
unnecessary public anxiety.
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Prime Cabinet Secretary Musalia Mudavadi yester-
day concluded his official visit to the Republic of 
Korea with a tour of the Gyeonggi University of 
Science and Technology (GTEC) in Siheung City, 
describing the institution as a leading centre for 
engineering and applied technical education that 
has significantly contributed to South Korea’s 
industrial growth.
Mudavadi noted that the university’s advanced 
workshops and laboratories reflect Kenya’s own 
aspirations to strengthen technical and vocational 
education and training (TVET) as a cornerstone 
for economic transformation, innovation, and 
industrial development. He emphasized that such 
institutions play a critical role not only in educa-
tion but also in producing skilled professionals 
who drive national progress.
He highlighted that partnerships with institu-
tions like GTEC are essential in shaping the next 
generation of Kenyan engineers, technicians, and 
innovators. According to him, Kenya is actively 
modernizing its TVET system and deepening link-
ages between training institutions and industry to 
better align skills development with market needs.
Mudavadi expressed encouragement over the 
growing collaboration between GTEC and Ken-
yan institutions and welcomed opportunities to 
expand cooperation through student exchange 
programs, faculty partnerships, joint research 
initiatives, and technology transfer.
He reaffirmed Kenya’s commitment to learning 
from South Korea’s successful model of integrating 
education, skills training, and industrial advance-
ment, noting that such cooperation would support 
Kenya’s long-term development goals.
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Kenya seeks stronger technical education partnerships 

following Mudavadi’s Korea visit
BY MKT REPORTER
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Nyeri Water and Sanitation Company (NYEWASCO) yesterday held its 2026 Stakeholders’ Confer-
ence, bringing together representatives from various stakeholder groups, the Board of Directors, man-
agement, and staff to discuss the company’s performance, governance, and future direction. The event 
featured remarks from Board Chairman CPA Gathogo Mwangi and a presentation by Managing Direc-
tor Eng. Peter G. Kahuthu on the company’s achievements and outlook. MCA Frederick Kinyua also 
addressed participants, highlighting the importance of collaboration in improving water and sanitation 
services across Nyeri County. The conference provided a platform for constructive dialogue, stake-
holder feedback, and the exchange of ideas aimed at strengthening service delivery and community 
impact. NYEWASCO expressed appreciation to all participants for their contributions and reaffirmed 
its commitment to sustainable, efficient, and customer-focused services.

The government, through the Kenya Copyright Board (KECOBO), is reviewing Kenya’s copyright 
laws to address emerging challenges in the digital environment. Speaking in Siaya, KECOBO Deputy 
Executive Director for Training and Research, Sharon Chahale Wata, said the Kenya Copyright Bill 
(Amendment), 2026 seeks to align intellectual property protection with the 2010 Constitution and 
strengthen safeguards for creatives against exploitation. The bill, currently under public participation, 
also aims to enhance protection in online spaces and expand the mandate of the copyright tribunal. 
KECOBO urged Kenyans to submit views on the proposed law and reaffirmed its commitment to en-
forcing copyright protections. Participants welcomed the initiative, citing its role in protecting creative 
works, supporting innovation, and promoting opportunities within the creative economy.

The Narok Magistrate’s Court has or-
dered a mental assessment for David Ma-
tunke Mayone, an aspirant for the Narok 
South parliamentary seat who is facing 
a murder charge linked to the ongoing 
Maji Moto land dispute. Appearing be-
fore Principal Magistrate Esther Mwikali, 
Mayone was directed to undergo the ex-
amination before taking a plea. The case 
will be mentioned on June 4, 2026, when 
the assessment report is expected to be 
presented, and he will remain in custody 
until then. Mayone is accused of killing 
Koinet Sankale on May 19, 2026, in Na-
roosora, Osupuko Location, Narok South. 
Tension erupted outside the court after 
the hearing as supporters protested his 
detention, prompting police intervention 
to restore order following clashes with 
demonstrators.

A total of 40 officers from Nyeri 
County’s Inspectorate Department 
have graduated after completing a 
20-day Initial Enforce Course (IEC) 
aimed at enhancing their profession-
al skills and effectiveness in public 
service. The trainees comprised 34 
constables and six inspectors who 
underwent training at the Wam-
bugu Agricultural Training Center 
through a partnership between the 
Nyeri County Government and 
the Nairobi Inspectorate Training 
School. Speaking during the gradua-
tion ceremony, Nyeri Governor Mu-
tahi Kahiga emphasized the importance of continuous training to equip officers with skills needed to 
address evolving challenges. He expressed confidence that the graduates would apply their knowledge 
to improve law enforcement, public order, service delivery, and the enforcement of county laws across 
Nyeri County.

Nyeri gubernatorial aspirant Eng. Wangai Ndirangu yes-
terday attended the Kieni East Farmers Field Day at Ngazi 
SACCO, where farmers, agricultural stakeholders, and 
community members discussed key issues affecting the ag-
ricultural sector. The discussions centered on dairy farming, 
horticulture, fodder production, and animal feeds, with par-
ticipants highlighting the need for stronger support systems, 
improved market access, and enhanced value addition to 
boost productivity and incomes. Eng. Wangai stressed the 

importance of directly engaging with farmers to better understand their needs, noting that agriculture 
remains a major driver of livelihoods and economic growth in Nyeri County. The event provided a 
platform for sharing ideas and exploring practical solutions to strengthen the sector and support rural 
development. Several other leaders aspiring various political seats also graced the event.

Passengers enjoy a sojourn 
train trip through the newly 
revived Nairobi-Gilgil-Ol Ka-
lou-Nyahururu railway route, 
which has been dormant for the 
last 46 years, with the Kenya 
Railways Corporation banking 
on the route to facilitate the 
movement of cargo, farm pro-
duce and passengers. The Cor-
poration has offered affordable 
transport fare, especially for 
passengers who will enjoy the 
scenic view of the agricultur-
al-rich regions.

The National Assembly’s Administration and National Security Committee has pledged to support ef-
forts to improve security on Lake Victoria following longstanding complaints of harassment of Kenyan 
fishermen by security officers from neighboring countries. During a meeting with security stakeholders 
in Homa Bay County, committee members led by Chair Joseph Kahangara acknowledged concerns 
over fishermen being detained, tortured, fined, and losing their catch and fishing gear during cross-bor-
der incidents. The committee promised to push for increased funding in the 2026/27 budget to enhance 
lake security through the deployment of more Kenya Coast Guard officers, acquisition of patrol boats, 
and provision of necessary equipment. Members also pledged to address shortages of police vehicles 
and other operational challenges affecting security and public service delivery in the region.
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The Government has assured 
beneficiaries of the National 
Youth Opportunities Towards 
Advancement (NYOTA proj-
ect that the second tranche 
of business start-up grants 
will be disbursed by June 
30, 2026, following delays 
caused by budgetary adjust-
ments.
Speaking during a press 

briefing in Nairobi on Tues-
day, Principal Secretary for 
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs) De-
velopment Susan Mang’eni 
confirmed that all eligible 
beneficiaries across the coun-
try would receive the funds 
simultaneously before the 
close of the current financial 
year.
Mang’eni explained that 

unlike the first phase, where 
grant disbursements were re-
leased in clusters, the second 
tranche would be issued to all 
qualified beneficiaries at the 
same time. She assured par-
ticipants that the government 
had put measures in place to 
ensure the funds are released 
before the June 30 deadline.
The World Bank-supported 

NYOTA project is a five-
year initiative aimed at em-
powering vulnerable and 
marginalized youth through 
entrepreneurship training, 
mentorship, apprenticeship 
opportunities, job placement, 
business support and access 
to markets. The programme, 
which began in March 2025, 

attracted nearly two million 
applicants under its Business 
Support Component, reflect-
ing strong interest among 
young people seeking entre-
preneurial opportunities.
According to the PS, 

122,147 youths from all 
1,450 wards nationwide suc-
cessfully completed entrepre-
neurial aptitude assessments 
and business development 
training. Each beneficiary 
received an initial grant of 
Sh25,000, while Sh3,000 was 
deposited into the National 
Social Security Fund (NSSF) 
as savings.
She noted that monitoring 

and evaluation conducted 
after the first disbursement 
revealed encouraging results, 
with more than 99 per cent of 
beneficiaries having already 
established businesses. Find-
ings from mentorship ses-
sions and follow-up business 
development training indicat-

ed that most participants had 
put the start-up capital to pro-
ductive use.
Mang’eni attributed the de-

lay in the second disburse-
ment to changes made to 
the project’s implementation 
model. Initially, beneficiaries 
were to be enrolled in three 
separate cohorts. However, 
following interventions by 
President William Ruto and 
the World Bank, the gov-
ernment opted to enroll all 
targeted beneficiaries simul-
taneously. While the move 
expanded access to oppor-
tunities, it also compressed 
project activities into a single 
financial year, creating bud-
getary pressure.
She said the National Trea-

sury was working to address 
the fiscal constraints and ex-
pressed confidence that the 
pending funds would be re-
leased within the announced 
timeline.

The PS further empha-
sized that beneficiaries must 
demonstrate commitment to 
their businesses to qualify for 
the second tranche, warning 
that those who failed to show 
progress would not receive 
additional funding.
She also urged beneficiaries 

to be cautious of fraudsters 
demanding payments or shar-
ing fake links, stressing that 
access to the grants is entirely 
free.
Meanwhile, the government 

is considering expanding the 
programme in the 2026/2027 
financial year to accommo-
date more youths who ap-
plied but were not selected in 
the current intake, citing the 
project’s success and positive 
impact nationwide.

Nine Utumishi Girls’ Senior 
School students suspected of 
causing the deadly dormito-
ry fire that killed 16 of their 
schoolmates have been re-
manded for 21 days.
The court directed that the 

minors be held at the Nakuru 
Children’s Home. They will 
have regular and unrestrict-
ed access to officers from the 
Children’s Department to en-
sure their rights and welfare 
are fully protected.
In allowing the application, 

the court agreed with the 
DPP’s submissions that inves-
tigations into possible arson 
and murder charges remain 
ongoing and require addition-
al time to be completed.
The Prosecution informed 

the court that key forensic 
processes, including DNA 
analysis and other scientific 

examinations, are yet to be 
finalised.
Naivasha Chief Magistrate 

Abdluqadir Lorot Ramathan 
denied them bond, citing fears 
that they could interfere with 
witnesses.
Further, the prosecution ar-

gued that the continued deten-
tion of the minors is necessary 
not only to safeguard the in-
tegrity of investigations but 
also for their own protection 
and welfare, given the sensi-
tivity and public interest sur-
rounding the matter.
Chief Magistrate Abdulqadir 

Ramadhan also barred mem-
bers of the media and the 
public from taking, publish-
ing, sharing, or disseminating 
images of the students. The 
order is intended to protect 
the children’s privacy and 
ensure compliance with legal 
provisions governing matters 
involving minors.
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NYOTA The World Bank-supported NYOTA project is a five-year initiative aimed at empowering vulnerable 

Government assures NYOTA 
beneficiaries of second grant

Nine students 
remanded for 
21 daysBY DMS
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PS Susan Mang’eni addressing journalists as other officials look on. Utumishi Girls in court
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President William Ruto and First Lady Rachel Ruto arrive in 
Pretoria, South Africa.

Kiambu Woman Repre-
sentative Anne Wamuratha 
has launched a free trauma 
counseling initiative aimed at 
supporting students and fam-
ilies affected by recent school 
tragedies, including the dev-
astating fire at Utumishi Girls 
High School that claimed the 
lives of 16 students. 
The program is designed to 

provide immediate psycho-
logical support to learners 
who may be struggling with 
emotional distress following 
traumatic incidents.
Wamuratha made the an-

nouncement while urging 
parents and guardians to pri-
oritize professional mental 
health care for children affect-
ed by such events. She em-
phasized that many students 
may be silently suffering and 
require structured psycholog-
ical intervention to help them 
cope and recover. According 
to her, the emotional impact 
of school-related tragedies 
often extends beyond visible 
symptoms, making early de-
tection and support critical.
As part of the initiative, 

her office in Kiambu Coun-
ty has been opened to offer 
free counseling services to 
affected learners. A qualified 
mental health specialist has 
been deployed to provide 
therapy, guidance, and emo-
tional support. The Woman 
Representative noted that 
some students are already 
receiving counseling through 
the program and encouraged 
more families to come for-
ward, whether their children 
were directly impacted by the 
Utumishi Girls incident or 
other traumatic experiences 
in schools.
She stressed that trauma 

can manifest in different 
ways, including anxiety, fear, 
withdrawal, and behavior-
al changes, which may not 
always be immediately ob-
vious to parents or teachers. 
For this reason, she urged 

guardians to remain attentive 
to their children’s emotional 
wellbeing and seek help be-
fore conditions worsen.
“The pain and fear caused 

by recent incidents in our 
schools are significant, and 
no child or parent should 
face them alone,” Wamuratha 
said, assuring families that 
support is available and ac-
cessible at no cost. She added 
that her office is located in 
Kiambu Town near St. Paul’s 
Church on the road leading to 
Kirigiti, making it easier for 
residents to access the ser-
vices.
Wamuratha also warned 

against assuming that chil-
dren have fully recovered 
simply because they appear 
calm or have resumed normal 

routines. She noted that many 
young people continue to ex-
perience long-term emotional 
effects such as post-traumatic 
stress, grief, and depression 
after such incidents. She em-
phasized that professional 
therapy is essential to help 
them rebuild confidence and 
return to their studies in a 
healthy mental state.
Mental health professionals 

have long highlighted the im-
portance of early intervention 
after traumatic events, par-
ticularly among children and 
adolescents who are more 
vulnerable to psychological 
distress. They recommend 
counseling to address symp-
toms such as anxiety, trau-
ma-related stress, and emo-
tional instability before they 

develop into more severe 
conditions.
The initiative has been wel-

comed by residents and edu-
cation stakeholders in Kiam-
bu County, who view it as a 
timely response to the grow-
ing need for mental health 
support in schools. Wamu-
ratha reaffirmed her commit-
ment to safeguarding chil-
dren’s welfare and ensuring 
that families have access to 
essential psychological ser-
vices during difficult times.
As the county continues to 

mourn the loss of students 
and support affected families, 
the free counseling program 
is expected to play a key role 
in helping the community 
heal and rebuild.

President William Ruto and 
First Lady Rachel Ruto ar-
rived in Pretoria yesterday 
evening for a two-day state 
visit aimed at strengthening 
bilateral relations between 
Kenya and South Africa.
The couple was received 

warmly in the South African 
capital as the two nations re-
affirmed a long-standing part-
nership spanning more than 
three decades — one that both 
sides say has matured well 
beyond diplomacy into a sub-
stantive economic alliance.
President Ruto described the 

Kenya-South Africa relation-
ship as having evolved into a 
strategic partnership anchored 
on trade and investment, phar-
maceuticals, vaccine devel-
opment, and a shared vision 
for Africa’s economic trans-
formation. He noted that the 
ties between the two countries 
reflect a broader continental 
ambition: that African nations 
can and should lead their own 
development agenda.
He noted that South Africa’s 

diversified and growing econ-
omy — particularly its manu-
facturing sector — continues 
to demonstrate the continent’s 
industrial potential, offering 
lessons and opportunities that 
can be leveraged across Afri-
ca. For Kenya, which is posi-
tioning itself as East Africa’s 

innovation and services hub, 
the partnership offers access 
to industrial scale and phar-
maceutical capacity that com-
plements its own strengths.
Ruto also highlighted the 

steady growth in bilateral 
trade, pointing to the increas-
ing presence of South African 
companies operating in Ken-
ya, which have contributed to 
job creation and broader eco-
nomic development. The rela-
tionship, he suggested, is no 
longer one of potential — it is 
one of measurable impact.
The President emphasised 

that both countries are com-
mitted to consolidating these 
gains while exploring new av-
enues for deeper cooperation 
in trade, innovation, and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges over 
the course of the visit.
The state visit underscores 

the growing importance both 
Nairobi and Pretoria place on 
south-south cooperation as 
Africa navigates an increas-
ingly competitive and multi-
polar global economic land-
scape. For both leaders, the 
message is clear: the future of 
African growth will be built 
from within.

Counseling Wamuratha made the announcement while urging parents and guardians to prioritize mental health care 

Wamuratha launches free 
counseling program for students 
affected by school tragedies

Ruto in South 
Africa for 
state visit

BY Felix Njenga
 @themtkenyatimes

BY MKT REPORTER
 @themtkenyatimes
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Kenya’s opposition coalition, oper-
ating under the banner of the United 
Alternative Government (UAG), has 
launched a sharp attack on President 
William Ruto’s administration over 
its handling of reported Ebola-re-
lated arrangements, the proposed 
Finance Bill 2026, and preparations 
for the forthcoming Ol Kalou parlia-
mentary by-election.
In a statement issued after a meeting 

of coalition leaders, the opposition 
accused the government of secre-
cy, economic mismanagement, and 
undermining democratic processes, 
while positioning itself as a credible 
alternative ahead of future electoral 
contests.
The coalition demanded the im-

mediate release of all agreements, 
protocols, and commitments related 
to reported Ebola programmes and 
facilities, arguing that the govern-
ment’s handling of the matter has 
created unnecessary public anxiety.
According to the UAG, the admin-

istration’s alleged failure to pro-
vide timely information and engage 
stakeholders has fueled public con-
cern and speculation over the nature 
and implications of the arrange-
ments.
“The protection of public health is a 

constitutional obligation and a mat-
ter of national security,” the coalition 
said, insisting that any initiative in-
volving a highly infectious disease 
must be subjected to public scrutiny 
and transparency.
The opposition further questioned 

the government’s ability to manage 
such programmes, citing persistent 
challenges in public healthcare, in-
cluding shortages of medicines and 
underfunded health facilities.
The coalition argued that public 

trust can only be maintained through 
openness and accountability, accus-
ing the administration of failing to 
meet those standards.

Finance Bill 2026 comes under 
fire

The proposed Finance Bill 2026 
was another major target of the op-
position’s criticism.
The coalition claimed the bill 

demonstrates that the government 

has failed to learn lessons from the 
widespread anti-tax protests that 
rocked the country in 2024.
According to the UAG, Kenyans 

continue to face economic hardship 
characterised by rising living costs, 
unemployment, struggling business-
es, and mounting public debt. 
The opposition argued that intro-

ducing new tax measures without 
addressing corruption and wasteful 
expenditure would further burden 
households and businesses.
The coalition said citizens are not 

opposed to contributing to national 
development but are increasingly de-
manding accountability and prudent 
management of public resources.
Referencing the youth-led protests 

against the 2024 Finance Bill, the 
opposition praised Generation Z 
and millennial activists for what it 
described as a pro-accountability 
movement aimed at securing better 
governance.
The UAG vowed to oppose any tax 

measures that increase pressure on 
workers, farmers, traders, and small 
businesses while failing to address 
corruption and inefficiencies within 
government.
“Kenya does not suffer from a 

shortage of revenue. Kenya suffers 
from a shortage of accountability,” 
the statement said.

Single candidate planned for Ol 
Kalou contest

Turning to the forthcoming Ol Ka-
lou parliamentary by-election, the 
coalition announced plans to field 
a single candidate under the United 
Alternative Government banner.
The opposition said the candidate 

would be selected through an inde-
pendent scientific survey and opin-
ion polling process designed to iden-
tify the aspirant with the strongest 
chance of victory.
Coalition leaders described the de-

cision as a demonstration of politi-
cal unity and evidence-based deci-
sion-making, arguing that collective 
interests should take precedence 
over individual ambitions.
The UAG also called on the Inde-

pendent Electoral and Boundaries 
Commission (IEBC), security agen-
cies, and political actors to guarantee 
a free, fair, and peaceful election.
The coalition warned against voter 

bribery, intimidation, misuse of pub-

lic resources, and any attempt to de-
ploy state machinery to influence the 
outcome of the contest.
“The people of Ol Kalou must be 

allowed to exercise their democratic 
right without fear, coercion, or inter-
ference,” the statement said.

Call for accountability

In its concluding remarks, the oppo-
sition argued that the three issues—
public health transparency, taxation, 
and electoral integrity—reflect a 
broader governance challenge facing 
the country.
The coalition accused the adminis-

tration of prioritising political inter-

ests over the welfare of citizens and 
reiterated its commitment to trans-
parency, accountability, economic 
justice, and democratic freedoms.
The statement was signed by Ste-

phen Kalonzo Musyoka the UAG 
Convenor, and was endorsed by 
parties affiliated with the coalition, 
including Wiper, DAP-K, Jubilee, 
PNU, PLP, DCP and UPIA.

Politics The coalition claimed the bill demonstrates that the government has failed to learn lessons from the widespread anti-tax protests that rocked the country in 2024

Opposition coalition demands Ebola 
transparency, rejects Finance Bill 2026
BY MKT REPORTER
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ing the visit: that building 
a world-class metropolitan 
police service requires more 
than goodwill and blueprints. 
It demands structured knowl-
edge transfer, shared training 
frameworks, and access to 
tested operational systems. 
New York, which has spent 
decades refining its approach 
to urban crime, counter-ter-
rorism, and community polic-
ing, offers exactly that kind of 

institutional depth.
Kenya’s security planners 

are particularly keen to un-
derstand how the NYPD 
manages the tension between 
high-visibility enforcement 
and community trust — a bal-
ance that will be equally crit-
ical in Nairobi, where public 
confidence in the police re-
mains a persistent challenge.
The proposed partnership 

signals that Kenya is not sim-

ply looking to copy a model, 
but to build a lasting relation-
ship that delivers ongoing ex-
pertise, training, and technical 
support well beyond this ini-
tial visit. With Nairobi’s pop-
ulation and its security chal-
lenges both growing rapidly, 
the lessons drawn from New 
York could prove decisive in 
determining whether the new 
metropolitan unit hits the 
ground running.
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Interior and National Admin-
istration Cabinet Secretary 
Kipchumba Murkomen is 
in New York on a high-lev-
el benchmarking visit to the 
New York Police Department, 
as Kenya races to establish 
the much-anticipated Nairobi 
Metropolitan Police Unit be-
fore its government-set dead-
line.
The NYPD, with more than 

35,000 uniformed officers 
patrolling one of the world’s 
most complex urban environ-
ments, is widely regarded as 
a global benchmark in met-
ropolitan policing — and it is 
precisely that reputation that 
drew Murkomen across the 
Atlantic.

The visit comes at a critical 
moment. President William 
Ruto ordered the creation of 
the Nairobi Metropolitan Po-
lice Unit in February, tasking 
it with tackling rising insecu-
rity, maintaining public order, 
neutralising emerging crimi-
nal threats, and protecting the 
economic interests of Kenya’s 
fast-growing capital and its 
satellite towns. With the es-
tablishment deadline drawing 
closer, Murkomen’s team is 
moving with urgency.
“We are drawing lessons and 

best practices from the NYPD 
because it is one of the world’s 
most effective metropolitan 
police services,” the Cabinet 
Secretary said. He outlined an 
ambitious agenda for the tour, 
covering intelligence-led and 
community-oriented polic-
ing, technology integration, 

specialised urban operations, 
emergency response coordi-
nation, and crime prevention 
strategies. “These are areas 
of direct relevance to what we 
are building back home,” he 
added.
A highlight of the visit was 

Murkomen’s meeting with 
NYPD Police Commission-
er Jessica Tisch, where talks 
went beyond observation 
and into the realm of formal 
partnership. The two sides 
discussed a proposed Mem-
orandum of Understanding 
between the Kenya Police 
Service and the NYPD — an 
agreement that would institu-
tionalise cooperation between 
the two forces and directly 
shape the structure and oper-
ations of the new Nairobi unit.
The proposed MOU reflects 

a broader philosophy driv-

Security Mr Murkomen views the NYPD as the gold standard and an ideal model for Kenya, especially given the increasing complexity of Nairobi’s security landscape.

Murkomen in New York 

for NYPD policing lessons
BY MKT REPORTER
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cally. Ishara Learning, anoth-
er Kenyan initiative, focused 
on bridging educational gaps 
for Deaf learners by offering 
digital skills training in Ken-
ya Sign Language, including 
artificial intelligence content 
creation and cybersecurity 
education, while also helping 
organizations translate digital 
content into sign language.
Other notable innovations 

included ZeroBionic, which 
developed inclusive robotics 
and STEM learning tools for 
visually impaired students us-
ing Braille integration, tactile 

kits, and speech-based coding 
systems. The Blind Class-
room platform demonstrated 
an AI-powered voice-based 
learning system that has al-
ready supported more than 
500 learners across multiple 
schools in Kenya, allowing 
students with visual impair-
ments to access educational 
materials through audio and 
assistive interfaces. From 
South Africa, Senso intro-
duced a wearable wristband 
that detects environmental 
sounds and alerts users with 
hearing impairments, improv-
ing situational awareness. 
Zimbabwe’s PadPerch devel-
oped a hands-free device that 
converts smartphones and tab-
lets into magnification tools 
for low-vision users, while 
Botswana’s Revision Africa 
created an AI learning assis-
tant capable of interpreting 
images, reading printed mate-
rials, and providing personal-
ized educational support.
Conference discussions em-

phasized that these innova-
tions are part of a broader 
movement toward inclusive 
digital transformation in Afri-
ca. Speakers highlighted that 
assistive technology is in-
creasingly being developed by 
Africans for African contexts, 
ensuring solutions are more 
affordable, relevant, and sus-
tainable. Irene Mbari-Kirika, 
Founder and Executive Direc-
tor of inABLE, stressed that 
African innovation does not 
need to wait for external solu-
tions but requires investment, 
procurement support, and en-
abling policy frameworks to 
scale. She also acknowledged 
partnerships with global orga-
nizations such as Mastercard 
Foundation, Google, Micro-
soft, Meta, Safaricom, UNDP, 
and others, which are support-
ing digital inclusion efforts 
across the continent.
Mbari-Kirika also under-

scored the importance of Or-
ganizations of Persons with 
Disabilities (OPDs), recogniz-
ing their long-standing advo-
cacy in advancing accessibili-
ty rights. She praised ongoing 
government and institutional 
efforts to develop harmonized 
digital accessibility standards 
across Africa in collaboration 
with regional and internation-
al partners. She further noted 
that Kenya, through its lead-
ership in digital policy and 
education reform, is actively 
working to strengthen tech-
nical and vocational training 

systems to better equip young 
people with disabilities for 
participation in the digital 
economy.
A key theme of the conference 

was the persistent accessibili-
ty gap across Africa’s digital 
and physical systems. Speak-
ers highlighted barriers faced 
by persons with disabilities 
in accessing education, em-
ployment, financial services, 
and public infrastructure. A 
cited assessment of leading 
African banks revealed wide-
spread shortcomings in digital 
accessibility compliance, un-
derscoring systemic exclusion 
in key sectors. Mbari-Kirika 
emphasized that despite rap-
id growth in Africa’s digital 
economy, more than 80 mil-
lion Africans with disabilities 
risk being left behind if acces-
sibility is not prioritized.
The economic implications of 

exclusion were also a central 
focus. Presenters noted that 
disability-related exclusion 
can cost countries between 
three and seven percent of 
GDP, while the global spend-
ing power of persons with 
disabilities and their families 
exceeds 18 trillion US dollars 
annually. These figures were 
used to demonstrate that ac-
cessibility is not only a social 
responsibility but also a sig-
nificant economic opportunity 
for growth, innovation, and 
market expansion across the 
continent.
Artificial intelligence 

emerged as both a promis-
ing tool and a critical con-
cern during the conference. 
Speakers highlighted how 
AI is enabling innovations 
such as real-time sign lan-
guage translation, automated 
captioning, adaptive learning 
systems, and intelligent nav-
igation tools. However, they 
also warned that many AI sys-
tems are still being developed 
without adequate consider-
ation of accessibility needs. 
Mbari-Kirika emphasized 
that inclusive design must be 
embedded from the earliest 
stages of development, in-
cluding policy formulation, 
procurement decisions, and 
product design, to ensure that 
emerging technologies do not 
replicate existing inequalities.
As the conference conclud-

ed, participants called for 
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The Inclusive Africa Con-
ference (IAC) 2026 brought 
together leading innovators, 
policymakers, technology 
companies, and disability 
advocates in Nairobi to spot-
light African-led solutions 
addressing accessibility chal-
lenges faced by persons with 
disabilities. Held at the JW 
Marriott Hotel on World As-
sistive Technology Day, the 
seventh edition of the confer-
ence highlighted how local 
innovation is reshaping as-
sistive technology across the 
continent. 
Ten African innovators were 

selected from more than 100 
applicants to present at the 
flagship Assistive Technolo-
gy (AT) Innovation Village, 
demonstrating practical, scal-
able solutions designed to 
improve mobility, learning, 
communication, and indepen-
dence for millions of people 
with disabilities.
The event attracted more 

than 300 in-person delegates 
and over 3,700 virtual par-
ticipants from across govern-
ment, the private sector, de-
velopment agencies, and civil 
society. Participants included 
technology companies, inves-
tors, disability rights organi-
zations, multilateral agencies, 
and education stakeholders, 
all united by a shared goal of 
advancing digital inclusion. 
The conference theme em-
phasized accelerating digital 
accessibility and artificial 
intelligence (AI) solutions 
for Africa’s future, reflecting 
growing urgency to ensure 
that technological transfor-
mation benefits everyone, in-
cluding marginalized groups.
A major highlight of the 

conference was the AT Inno-
vation Village, where innova-
tors presented a wide range of 

assistive technologies tailored 
to African contexts. These in-
cluded bamboo-based wheel-
chairs designed for affordabil-
ity and durability using locally 
sourced materials, AI-pow-
ered learning platforms that 
support inclusive education, 
and smart navigation systems 
for visually impaired users 
that combine GPS and camera 
vision for indoor and outdoor 
mobility. The innovations 
demonstrated not only techni-
cal creativity but also a strong 
focus on affordability, local 
manufacturing, and cultural 

relevance.
Among the standout innova-

tions was Bamboo Labs from 
Ethiopia, which produces cus-
tomized bamboo wheelchairs 
using strengthened natural 
materials. The company has 
already conducted training 
programs in Kenya and plans 
regional expansion. Kenya’s 
Sightra showcased a naviga-
tion system that enables visu-
ally impaired users to move 
independently using real-time 
environmental detection and 
GPS mapping, with plans to 
serve thousands of users lo-

Conference A major highlight of the conference was the AT Innovation Village, where innovators presented a wide range of assistive technologies tailored to African contexts

African innovators showcase 
breakthrough accessibility 
solutions at Inclusive Africa 
Conference 2026
BY Felix Njenga

 @themtkenyatimes

Irene Kirika inAble founder and executive director making her speech.
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or approved any requests re-
lating to the acquisition or 
change of use of land within 
the parks, while NEMA has 
been asked to disclose wheth-
er any Environmental Impact 
Assessment studies have been 
submitted and whether any 
environmental licences are 
under review or have already 
been issued.
GBM stressed that public 

participation is a constitution-
al requirement and not a pro-
cedural formality.
“Decisions affecting pub-

lic land and public resources 
must be undertaken transpar-
ently, lawfully and with the 
meaningful involvement of 
citizens,” the statement said.
The movement further high-

lighted the historical sig-
nificance of Uhuru Park, 

describing it as a symbol of 
environmental justice and 
democratic participation. It 
recalled the successful cam-
paign led by the late environ-
mentalist and Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate Professor Wan-
gari Maathai to protect the 
park from development proj-
ects in the past.
GBM also expressed concern 

over the continued restric-
tion of public access to Cen-
tral Park despite court orders 
directing that the facility be 
reopened to the public. The 
organization argued that the 
situation demonstrates the 
need for stronger accountabil-
ity in the management of Nai-
robi’s green spaces.
At a time when cities world-

wide are expanding urban 
green cover to address cli-

mate change, improve public 
health and enhance quality of 
life, GBM said Nairobi should 
prioritize the protection and 
restoration of its public parks 
rather than reducing them.
The organization vowed to 

closely monitor developments 
surrounding the reported proj-
ect and pledged to pursue le-
gal, advocacy and civic action 
where necessary to protect the 
two parks.
It also called on Kenyans, 

civil society groups, pro-
fessional organizations and 
environmental defenders to 
remain vigilant and demand 
transparency and accountabil-
ity from public institutions.
“These parks are public as-

sets held in trust for all Ken-
yans and future generations,” 
the movement said.

The Green Belt Movement 
(GBM) has sounded the alarm 
over reports that portions of 
Nairobi’s iconic Uhuru Park 
and Central Park could be ex-
cised to pave the way for the 
expansion of Uhuru Highway, 
warning that any such move 
would face close scrutiny and 
must comply fully with the 
law.
In a statement issued yester-

day, the environmental orga-
nization said it had received 
credible reports indicating 
that survey beacons had al-
ready been placed within 
sections of the two parks, 
suggesting that preliminary 
preparations for the project 
may be underway.
The development has sparked 

concern among environmen-
tal advocates and citizens who 
view the parks as vital public 
spaces that provide ecologi-
cal, recreational and cultural 
value to the city.
GBM noted that the reports 

come amid growing pres-
sure on Kenya’s public green 
spaces from infrastructure 
projects, commercial devel-
opments and shifting land-use 
priorities. According to the 
organization, the loss of urban 

parks would undermine bio-
diversity conservation, weak-
en climate resilience efforts, 
negatively affect public health 
and compromise Kenyans’ 
constitutional right to a clean 
and healthy environment.
The organization emphasized 

that both Uhuru Park and Cen-
tral Park are protected public 
land under the Constitution of 
Kenya and are gazetted pub-
lic recreational facilities held 
in trust for current and future 
generations.
“Any proposal to excise, 

alienate, reduce or change 
the use of these parks must 
strictly comply with the law,” 
GBM stated.
The movement outlined sev-

eral legal requirements that 
would need to be fulfilled be-
fore any portion of the parks 
could be acquired or repur-
posed. These include approv-
al by the Nairobi City County 
Assembly, public participa-
tion, gazettement procedures, 
approval by the National Land 
Commission (NLC), Environ-
mental Impact Assessment 
processes and licensing by the 
National Environment Man-
agement Authority (NEMA), 
as well as the necessary sur-
vey and land registration pro-
cedures.
GBM has called on key gov-

ernment agencies, including 
the Kenya National Highways 
Authority (KeNHA), Nairo-
bi City County Government, 
NLC, NEMA, the Ministry 
of Roads and Transport, and 
the Ministry of Lands, Public 
Works, Housing and Urban 
Development, to publicly dis-
close whether any approvals, 
assessments, consultations 
or surveys related to the pro-
posed acquisition of land 
from the parks have been ini-
tiated or completed.
Specifically, the movement 

wants KeNHA to clarify 
whether plans exist to acquire 
any portion of Uhuru Park 
or Central Park for the high-
way expansion, disclose the 
acreage involved, explain the 
legal basis for the acquisition 
and release any environmen-
tal, social or feasibility stud-
ies undertaken.
The Nairobi City County 

Government has been asked 
to reveal whether public par-
ticipation processes have been 
conducted, provide records 
of consultations and indicate 
whether the County Assembly 
has considered or approved 
any proposal affecting the sta-
tus or size of the parks.
The National Land Commis-

sion has also been urged to 
state whether it has received 

............ ............................

Green Belt Movement concerned over plans to excise 

Uhuru and Central Parks for Highway expansion

BY WMW
 @themtkenyatimes

The Green Belt Movement (GBM)

Airview of Uhuru Park.

Central Park
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stronger collaboration between gov-
ernments, investors, development 
partners, and technology companies 
to support assistive technology eco-
systems in Africa. Key recommen-
dations included increasing funding 
for local innovators, prioritizing pro-
curement of African-made assistive 
technologies, strengthening local 
manufacturing capacity, and reduc-
ing reliance on imported solutions. 
Speakers also emphasized the need 
to expand digital skills training for 
young people with disabilities and to 
strengthen partnerships between ed-
ucational institutions and employers 
to improve workforce readiness.
Ultimately, the Inclusive Africa 

Conference 2026 reinforced the 
message that digital accessibility is 

not a form of charity but a strategic 
necessity for inclusive economic 
growth. The event positioned Afri-
ca’s assistive technology innovators 
as key drivers of the continent’s 
digital future, capable of transform-
ing exclusion into opportunity. By 
combining innovation, policy re-
form, and cross-sector collabora-
tion, stakeholders at the conference 
outlined a vision of a more inclusive 
digital Africa—one where persons 
with disabilities are fully integrated 
into education, employment, and 
technological advancement.

Conference A major highlight of the conference was the AT Innovation Village, where innovators presented a wide range of assistive technologies tailored to African contexts

African innovators showcase breakthrough accessibility 

solutions at Inclusive Africa Conference 2026
Contd  from page 11
........................................................................................................................

Irene Kirika addressing the participants.



Thursday, June 4, 2026  The Mt. Kenya Times14 | POEMS

Really you are well blessed with the people,
Those who are always around you to take care.

There are many people around you 
But only a few of them are really seeking your 

happiness.

They never expect anything from you 
But they are very concern on you.

Even in your hardships , they never allow you 
To fall down or to stumble and support you.

Even in your simple slips , 
they worried very much.

Keep those people around you.
They are the real supporters of you.

Rajesh Kanna B N 

RAJESH KANNA .B N
M.Sc.,M.A.,M.Α.,

PGDG&C,B.Ed., CELT.
BT Asst.

GMHSCHOOL, TIRUR.
TIRUVALLUR DISTRICT.

Tamil Nadu.
India.

Creative Writers.
Educationist.

With hearts overflowing in gratitude and joy, we 
extend our sincere thanks to The Mt Kenya Times 

for the noble gesture of publishing the poems 
written by the members of the Creative Writers 

For every writer, words are not merely ink upon 
paper, they are fragments of the soul, whispers 

of dreams, echoes of silent emotions, and 
reflections of life itself. To see those thoughts 
lovingly printed and shared with the world is a 

feeling beyond measure — a joy too profound for 
words alone to capture.

As a recent member of this beautiful literary 
family, I feel immensely blessed and encouraged 

by this opportunity. Your magnanimity in 
recognising and supporting budding voices has 

become a beacon of inspiration to countless 
writers who dare to dream through poetry.

On behalf of each and every member of the 
Creative Writers Group, and with deepest 

respect on behalf of our beloved founder Ms. 
Brinda, we offer our heartfelt gratitude to MT 

Kenya Times. Your encouragement has not merely 
published poems, it has nurtured confidence, 

kindled creativity, and given wings to countless 
emotions waiting to soar.

May your noble endeavour continue to illuminate 
literary paths and inspire writers across 

horizons.

With sincere gratitude and warm regards,

Nandini AnandKumar
Member of the Creative Writers

 

It was not just a wonderful function, but a 
beautiful platform where everyone—from 

children to elders—had the opportunity to 
become poets and authors without partiality or 

discrimination. Every year, this event inspires 
learning, sharing, love, and knowledge through 

the CW family, which feels like kith and kin. 
Seeing authors enthusiastically publish their 
books brings immense joy. The child authors 

were amazing, and every member was talented, 
patient, and supportive. Respected Jayakumar 

sir kindly motivated every author during book 
publishing, while the chief guests inspired 

everyone with their warm-hearted presence. 
Madam’s enthusiastic song encouraged shy 

individuals to come forward with confidence. I 
sincerely appreciate the good-hearted people 
who voluntarily contribute their best to make 

this event special.

Finally, I thank Brinda mam from the bottom of 
my heart. Her encouragement and inspiration 

transformed me into an author of two books and 
motivated me to actively participate in Tamil and 

English poetry groups. I strongly believe that 
under her guidance and with the support of CW, I 
will reach the pinnacle of my life. I feel truly proud 

and blessed to be part of this journey.

Krishnaveni 
Creative writers group 

Cuddalore.
Tamil Nadu 

India.
A ladder helps us to climb high,
Step by step towards the sky.

But once we reach the top one day,
We should not push the ladder away.

If we fail to care and show respect,
Coming down safely we cannot expect.

The ladder serves us up and down,
Helping us rise without a frown.

Likewise, teachers guide our way,
From little steps in LKG day by day.

Patiently teaching year by year,
Helping us grow without fear.

They hold our hands when we are small,
And encourage us when we stumble or fall.

Because of teachers, many can stand
With confidence, knowledge, and dreams so grand.

But how many students truly remember
Every teacher along the way?

Many forget those caring hearts
Who guided them day by day.

Parents should teach their children well
How with elders they must dwell,
How to respect and gently speak,

And help the poor, the old, and weak.

Most teachers show deep affection too,
Even when students disobey and do
Things that make the teachers sad,

Still they guide them toward the good, not bad.

Obedience is important in life’s long way,
It lights our path each passing day.
A child who learns respect and care

Will find success waiting everywhere.

Discipline builds a future bright,
Like stars that shine with gentle light.

Respect and kindness, hand in hand,
Can make a peaceful home and land.

Nowadays many problems grow,
Because people forget what they should know.

Understanding, patience, love, and grace
Can bring true happiness to every place.

Teachers and parents must always teach
Values that every child should reach.

For obedience is not fear or pain,
It is wisdom’s golden chain.

A respectful child will rise one day
Like a flower blooming after May.

Kind words, humble thoughts, and a caring heart
Will help them stand strong and smart.

So listen well and wisely choose
The values in life you should never lose
For those who honour, obey, and care

Will always find blessings everywhere.

V.JAYANTHI
Graduate teacher
Creative Writers 

PUMS Konganancherry 
Chengalpattu district 

Tamil Nadu India

By Umadevi Arasakumar

When things get harder,  
When situations grow weaker,  

When life moves slower,  
When trust turns to danger.  

When our burden is heavier,  

It’s difficult to breathe,  
It’s uneasy to move,  
It’s time to decide.  

Whether to stand with overload,  
Or to throw out the trash,  
Unload, relax, and move on,  

Make your path light and clear.

Umadevi ArasaKumar 
B.T.English

Panchayat Union Middle School, Kugalur 
Gobichettipalayam 

Erode

There are very few people who ask, 
are you ok??

Our sincere thanks to The Mt Kenya 
Times 

Creative writers’ 7th award function

Why obedience is important in our 
life

When things get harder  
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Kenya is ready for transfor-
mative partnership with South 
Korean companies in areas of 
manufacturing and industrial 
technology; automotive and 
mobility solutions; electron-
ics and ICT; renewable en-
ergy and green technologies; 
and construction, engineering, 
and smart city development.
Prime Cabinet Secretary Mu-

salia Mudavadi said Kenya 
is working towards building 
a strong commitment that 
will foster a conducive envi-
ronment for investment and 
structured collaboration with 
South Korean companies.
He said this when he met 

with representatives of the 
Korean industry and the civil 
society during his tour of the 

Gyeonggi University of Sci-
ence and Technology (GTEC) 
in Siheung City, Gyeonggi 

Province.
“Kenya is a gateway to a 

market of over 500 million 

people in the East African 
region, supported by a stable 
democracy, a skilled work-

force, and a rapidly moderniz-
ing infrastructure. Kenya and 
Korea share a common belief 
that human capital, innova-
tion, and technology are the 
engines of national transfor-
mation,” said Mudavadi.
Mudavadi said Korea has 

become a global benchmark 
for industrial excellence, and 
Kenya is looking forward to 
tapping into the immense Ko-
rean potential to build a future 
anchored in innovation, skills, 
and shared prosperity.
“Kenya is not just open for 

business—we are eager for 
partnerships that create jobs, 
transfer skills, and build in-
dustries that will define the 
future. We value Korean com-
panies for their reputation in 
quality, innovation, and long-
term commitment.” he said.
“Let us continue to strength-

en the bridges between our 
peoples, our institutions, and 
our industries. Together, we 
can shape a partnership that is 
not only mutually beneficial 
but transformative.” he added.
Mudavadi also the Cabinet 

Secretary for Foreign and 
Diaspora Affairs said Kenya 
will be banking on a strate-
gic partnership with Korean 
institutions of higher learning 
in shaping the next generation 
of Kenyan engineers, techni-
cians, and innovators.

He noted that robust plans 
are underway in expanding 
Technical, Vocational and Ed-
ucation Training institutions, 
modernizing curricula, and 
deepening partnerships with 
industry global players. 
“I am encouraged by the 

ongoing collaborations be-
tween GTEC and Kenyan 
institutions, and I welcome 
the possibility of expanding 
these partnerships—through 
student exchanges, faculty co-
operation, joint research, and 
technology transfer. Kenya is 
ready to learn from Korea’s 
remarkable experience in 
linking education to industrial 
growth.” noted Mudavadi.
Mudavadi also acknowledge 

the input of Non-Governmen-
tal Organizations and Civil 
Societies in contributing to 
social development of na-
tions.
He said the civil society plays 

a pivotal role in strengthening 
communities, supporting vul-
nerable groups, and comple-
menting government efforts 
in education, health, and tech-
nology access.
“We look forward to deeper 

collaboration with organiza-
tions that share our vision of 
inclusive development and 
empowerment.” noted the 
Prime CS.

Kenya - South Korean  Kenya is not just open for business—we are eager for partnerships that create jobs, transfer skills, and build industries that will define the future

Mudavadi: Kenya eager for 
partnerships that will prosper 
the country
BY OPCS Team

 @themtkenyatimes

Prime Cabinet Secretary and Cabinet Secretary for Foreign and Diaspora Affairs Musalia Mudavadi takes a tour Prime Cabinet Secretary and Cabinet Secretary for Foreign and Diaspora Affairs Musalia Mudavadi takes a tour 
of engineering and locomotives workshop at the Gyeonggi University of Science and Technology (GTEC) in of engineering and locomotives workshop at the Gyeonggi University of Science and Technology (GTEC) in 

Siheung City, Gyeonggi Province, South Korea. Siheung City, Gyeonggi Province, South Korea. |  |  Photo: Humphrey Odhiambo/OPCS.
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The Ethics and Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission (EACC) 
has arrested Nyamira County 
Assembly Clerk Duke Sim-
eon Onyari over allegations 
of corruption and the loss of 
KSh 30 million linked to the 
construction of the Nyami-
ra County Assembly office 
block.
According to EACC investi-

gations, the alleged irregular-
ities stem from the award of 
a construction tender to Jetta 
Builders Limited in contra-
vention of procurement laws. 
Investigators established that 
the company was awarded 
the contract despite not being 
the lowest evaluated bidder, 
resulting in what the commis-
sion describes as an unlawful 
benefit of approximately KSh 
30 million.
Speaking to the press at the 

EACC South Nyanza Region-
al Office, Regional Manager 
Alfred Mwachugha said the 
commission received reports 
alleging irregular procure-
ment practices in the award of 
the tender for the construction 

of the assembly office block.
“Investigations established 

that the County Assembly of 
Nyamira awarded the tender 
to Jetta Builders Limited, 
which was not the lowest eval-
uated bidder. This amounted 
to the conferring of a benefit 
of about KSh 30 million to the 
contractor,” said Mwachugha.
 Following the completion of 

investigations, the EACC for-
warded its findings to the Of-
fice of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions (ODPP), which 
approved charges against sev-
eral officials connected to the 
project.
Those facing charges in-

clude Duke Simeon Onyari, 
Clerk of the Nyamira Coun-
ty Assembly; Leonard Kevin 
Nyamasege, Deputy Clerk 
and Director of Finance and 
Accounts; David Nyarango 
Ombego, Deputy Clerk and 
Director of Legal Services; 
Joyce Oyengo, Director of 
Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Development; Engineer Jo-
seph Martini-Oruru, Chief 
Officer for Roads and Public 
Works in the Nyamira Coun-
ty Government; Eric Onguti 
Ayuka, Infrastructure Officer; 
and Simon Ondari Ogecha, 
Infrastructure Officer.

Mwachugha revealed that 
one of the suspects was arrest-
ed on March 19 and arraigned 
before a Nyamira court in a 
case titled Republic versus 
Duke Simeon Onyari and 
Seven Others.
He further noted that the 

original tender for the con-
struction of the Nyamira 
County Assembly offices was 
valued at approximately KSh 
367 million.
“Today, we managed to ar-

rest the clerk, who has been 
on the run. The suspects have 
been moving to various courts 
seeking anticipatory orders in 
an attempt to avoid the court 
process. However, we have 
successfully apprehended him 
and are currently processing 
him for arraignment in court 
tomorrow,” said Mwachugha.
The EACC has also urged 

the remaining suspects who 
are yet to be arrested to sur-
render to the commission for 
processing and subsequent ar-
raignment in court.
The commission says inves-

tigations are ongoing and that 
additional suspects linked to 
the alleged procurement ir-
regularities could be pursued 
as the case progresses.

EACC  Regional Manager Alfred Mwachugha said the commission received reports alleging irregular procurement practices 

EACC arrest Nyamira county clerk in 
shocking KSh 30 million scandal

BY Elizabeth Angira
 @themtkenyatimes

EACC South Nyanza Regional Manager Alfred Mwachugha addressing the press outside the office EACC South Nyanza Regional Manager Alfred Mwachugha addressing the press outside the office 
over the arrest of the Nyamira County Assembly Clerk over the allegations of corruption. over the arrest of the Nyamira County Assembly Clerk over the allegations of corruption.   |  |  Photo: 

Elizabeth Angira

Nyamira County Assembly Clerk Duke Simeon Onyari at the EACC office in Kisii County. Nyamira County Assembly Clerk Duke Simeon Onyari at the EACC office in Kisii County. |  |  Photo: 
Elizabeth Angira
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There is a peculiar species of po-
litical dysfunction that does not an-
nounce itself with the theatrics of a 
coup or the spectacle of a collapsing 
state it arrives instead dressed in 
the unremarkable clothes of the or-
dinary, wearing the face of a neigh-
bour, speaking in the voice of the 
evening news, sustained by the quiet 
agreement of millions who have col-
lectively decided, without saying so 
aloud, that they deserve exactly what 
they tolerate. Kenya is not a broken 
state. It is something more philo-
sophically disturbing: it is a func-
tioning one that has chosen, with 
apparent enthusiasm and remarkable 
consistency, to function badly.
The first thing one must concede 

and concede without the charitable 
softening of diplomatic language is 
that the constitutional argument is a 
spent shell. We produced, in 2010, a 
document of extraordinary architec-
tonic ambition: a text that codified 
rights, distributed power, entrenched 
devolution, and erected judicial in-
dependence with the kind of thor-
oughness that would make a Scan-
dinavian legal draftsman weep with 
professional admiration. And then, 
having handed ourselves this instru-
ment of transformation, we proceed-
ed to treat it the way a gifted child 
treats a violin given by a parent who 
couldn’t afford it we put it in the cor-
ner, walked away, and went back to 
playing in the mud. The Constitution 
of Kenya 2010 did not fail Kenya. 
Kenya failed to be the Kenya that the 
Constitution assumed it was writing 
for. The problem was never the text. 
The problem is the reader.
What one encounters daily in the 

conversations of governance in the 
matatu arguments, in the X outrage 
cycles, in the WhatsApp groups that 
have replaced civic discourse is not 
political disagreement but cogni-
tive theatre. People argue with the 
performative intensity of those who 
believe something, while behaving 
with the perfect consistency of those 
who believe nothing at all. They will 
catalogue the sins of the incumbent 

administration with the precision of 
a forensic accountant and the passion 
of a wronged spouse, and then, when 
the season of reckoning arrives, they 
will queue at the polling station and, 
with the solemnity of a liturgical act, 
hand power back to the very machin-
ery of their suffering. This is not na-
ivety. Naivety is forgivable. This is 
something colder; it is a negotiated 
transaction in which the voter re-
ceives psychological comfort in the 
form of ethnic solidarity and the pol-
itician receives everything else.
The biblical image is not merely 

apposite; it is, in the most clinical 
sense, exact. Proverbs 26:11 is not 
a metaphor deployed for rhetorical 
effect; it is a behavioural model with 
measurable predictive power on the 
Kenyan electoral calendar. The dog 
returns because the vomit, however 
repulsive, is familiar. Familiarity, in 
conditions of political uncertainty, 
functions as a surrogate for safety. 
The electorate does not vote for the 
candidate who promises the most, it 
votes for the candidate whose betray-
al it has already absorbed, metabo-
lized, and learned to survive. There 
is a grim evolutionary rationality to 
this: the known thief represents a 
calibrated risk; the principled strang-
er represents an unknown one. And 
in a system where institutions offer 
no reliable protection regardless of 
who holds power, the electorate’s 
behaviour is less irrationality than 
it is a rational response to irrational 
conditions. Which is, of course, the 
most devastating indictment of all 
that it makes a twisted kind of sense.
The opposition deserves no exemp-

tion from this dissection. The current 
crop of those who present themselves 
as alternatives to the incumbent frag-
mented, tribally indexed, constitu-

tionally allergic to coalition arithme-
tic, incapable of sustaining a unified 
platform beyond the shared negative 
of not being the government repre-
sent less a political alternative than a 
collection of grievances looking for 
a vehicle. One does not build a co-
alition of the willing through ethnic 
arithmetic and hope that the numbers 
add up nationally, because Kenya, 
as any serious political analyst will 
confirm, is not a country of national 
numbers. It is a country of regional 
tallies dressed in national clothing. 
The opposition’s failure is not one 
of communication or resourcing it 
is one of categorical imagination. 
They are attempting to win a nation-
al election with a tribal psychology, 
which is precisely the same mistake 
they accuse the government of mak-
ing, executed with considerably less 
competence.
And yet the most fascinating fig-

ure in the current landscape the one 
whom commentators mention with a 
certain reverence before trailing off 
into pragmatic resignation is the for-
mer senior public servant. The princi-
pled one. The no-nonsense one. The 
one with a record. He exists in the 
conversation the way a good idea ex-
ists in a bad meeting: acknowledged, 
even admired, and then efficiently 
ignored. The verdict on him is not 
delivered by argument it is delivered 
by geography. “He cannot persuade 
my grandmother in the village.” The 
grandmother, bless her, becomes 
the unwitting avatar of a collective 
epistemology: the belief that virtue, 
unattached to ethnic recognition, is 
a political disqualification. And so 
the principled man is filed under the 
category of things we appreciate in 
theory and decline in practice, like 
exercise, or honesty, or paying tax-

es willingly. The irony, savage in its 
precision, is that the very tax burden 
provoking the loudest outrage is the 
product of the same logic that keeps 
re-electing those who impose it.
The relationship between the Ken-

yan electorate and its political class 
is not merely toxic, it is structurally 
co-dependent in the clinical sense. 
The leader needs the voter’s man-
ufactured consent; the voter needs 
the leader’s ethnic endorsement as 
a form of communal identity insur-
ance. Each feeds the dysfunction of 
the other. The politician does not 
improve because there is no incen-
tive to; the voter does not demand 
improvement because the demand 
would require first admitting the 
depth of the self-betrayal involved. 
And so both parties maintain the 
performance the leader performing 
governance, the voter performing 
outrage and the country performs the 
appearance of a democracy while 
conducting the business of a patron-
age oligarchy. The Constitution sits 
on the shelf, thoroughly unvindicat-
ed, watching.
What bewitches a people is rarely 

magic and almost always structure. 
It is the structure of an electoral sys-
tem that rewards ethnic mobilisation 
over policy coherence. It is the struc-
ture of an economy so precarious that 
short-term patronage is worth more 
than long-term institutional trust. It 
is the structure of a civic education 
so impoverished that the connection 
between the ballot and the tax bill 
between the choice made in August 
and the salary deduction in Septem-
ber never fully registers as causation 
rather than coincidence. To diagnose 
this as bewitchment is to be poetic 
where one should be architectural: 
the house is not haunted, it is badly 

built, and the occupants have con-
vinced themselves that the drafts are 
a feature. The hopeful observer and 
one must remain hopeful, for the al-
ternative is mere despair dressed as 
realism must insist that the structure 
can be redesigned. But it cannot be 
redesigned by people who first re-
fuse to see it.
There is a special category of civ-

ic sadness reserved for watching a 
country possess every instrument 
of its own liberation and decline, 
election after election, to use them. 
Kenya has the lawyers. It has the 
activists. It has the constitutional 
architecture. It has a young popu-
lation whose demographic profile 
should terrify any incumbent with 
a rational risk-assessment capabili-
ty. It has produced thinkers, writers, 
litigators, and public intellectuals 
who understand, with surgical clar-
ity, exactly what is wrong and exact-
ly what would constitute a remedy. 
And then, in the periodic ritual of the 
ballot, all of that understanding is set 
aside, and the vote goes to the man 
who slaughtered a bull in the home 
county. The intelligence exists. The 
will is what absents itself and the 
question of whether will can be cul-
tivated without first suffering conse-
quences sufficient to overcome the 
psychological comfort of familiar 
failure is the question that does not 
yet have an answer.
And here is the thing that keeps a 

thoughtful person awake not with 
despair, but with a quiet, unsettling 
watchfulness. Kenya’s dysfunction 
is not static. The taxes are not mere-
ly a grievance; they are a compress-
ing force. The young generation is 
not simply restless; it is structur-
ally excluded from the patronage 
networks that made the old bargain 
tolerable. The 2024 protests were 
not an aberration they were a system 
under stress beginning to speak in a 
language it has never used before. 
The cycle depicted above suffer-
ing, outrage, elections, tribal logic, 
return has run for decades because 
the pressure never quite exceeded 
the inertia. But pressure compounds. 
And there is a point, impossible to 
locate in advance but unmistakable 
in retrospect, at which a people stop 
returning to the vomit not because 
they have become wise, but because 
they have become hungry enough 
that even the unfamiliar looks sur-
vivable. The question is not wheth-
er Kenya will change. The question 
and this is the one no analyst dares 
to complete is whether the force that 
finally breaks the cycle will be one 
that the Constitution can absorb, or 
one that arrives with no interest in 
constitutions at all.

The writer is a legal researcher and 
writer.

Politics The first thing one must concede and concede without the charitable softening of diplomatic language is that the constitutional argument 
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Maputo and Pretoria South Africa’s government has condemned the violence while also acknowledging public frustration over undocumented migration. 

eration Dudula has led cam-
paigns against undocumented 
migrants, including attempts 
to block them from access-
ing public health facilities. 
Other African governments 
have moved swiftly. Nigeria 
announced it was repatriating 
at least 130 citizens after two 
Nigerians were killed, while 
Ghana facilitated the safe re-
turn of a citizen who was tar-
geted in a widely shared vid-
eo. Kenya, Malawi, Lesotho, 
and Zimbabwe have all urged 
their nationals in South Africa 
to stay cautious and remain 
indoors.
Mozambique’s Secretary of 

State for Foreign Affairs, Ma-

ria de Fátima Manso, said her 
government had been watch-
ing the situation closely “for 
about two weeks,” ever since 
groups of South Africans be-
gan demonstrating against un-
documented foreigners. She 
noted that more than 300,000 
Mozambicans reside in South 
Africa and that, “at this deli-
cate moment, they are facing 
terror, fear, and uncertainty 
about their future.”
Civil society voices have 

pushed back against the nar-
rative blaming migrants for 
South Africa’s troubles. “Mi-
grants are not the source of 
any of South Africa’s chal-
lenges. There are too few to 

make a substantial impact on 
employment or crime,” said 
Loren Landau, a senior mi-
gration researcher at the Uni-
versity of the Witwatersrand.
Meanwhile, the South Af-

rican Police Service has in-
creased patrols in flashpoint 
areas. However, SAPS intel-
ligence documents suggest 
that Mozambican nationals 
had planned to blockade the 
Ressano Garcia and Ponta do 
Ouro border posts on 4 June 
in retaliation for the xenopho-
bic attacks — a sign of how 
quickly tensions could esca-
late if left unchecked.
For now, Maputo maintains 

that no Mozambican deaths 
have been officially recorded, 
even as families and activists 
continue to share unverified 
reports online. With both gov-
ernments pledging to “join 
efforts to discourage xeno-
phobic acts,” the immediate 
priority remains de-escala-
tion, accurate information, 
and above all, the protection 
of vulnerable communities on 
both sides of the border.

A diplomatic rift is deepen-
ing between Mozambique 
and South Africa after reports 
emerged that five Mozam-
bican nationals were killed 
during a fresh wave of xeno-
phobic unrest — claims that 
Maputo says it cannot yet 
verify. The allegations sur-
faced as communities across 
Gauteng and the Western 
Cape reeled from days of 
looting, arson, and attacks 
targeting migrants, prompting 
several African governments 
to issue safety warnings to 
their citizens and sparking 
urgent talks between the two 
neighbours.
The unrest intensified on 31 

May 2026, when riots tore 
through KwaNonqaba and 
Asla Park in Mossel Bay, 
Western Cape. Scores of res-
idents fled their homes as 
buildings burned, and police 
confirmed that two murder 
dockets had been opened af-

ter a 19-year-old South Afri-
can, Nhlamulo Sambo, was 
fatally stabbed — apparent-
ly after being mistaken for a 
foreigner. It was against this 
backdrop that reports began 
circulating on social media 
alleging that five Mozambi-
can citizens had been killed in 
separate incidents across the 
country.
In response, Mozambican 

President Daniel Chapo trav-
elled to Pretoria on Tuesday to 
meet South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa and “call 
for calm.” Speaking to report-
ers after the meeting, Chapo 
struck a measured tone: “The 
official information we have 
so far is that no Mozambican 
has been affected by this sit-
uation, and we will continue 
to monitor it.” He cautioned 
against the spread of misin-
formation, noting that “infor-
mation is circulating on so-
cial media that is not official 
— there are some videos that 
are not even from the current 
situation, and others are from 
entirely different countries.” 

He went on to remind both 
nations of their shared his-
tory, saying the two peoples 
“fought together against co-
lonialism, against apartheid, 
and we must fight together to 
develop our countries.”
South Africa’s government 

has condemned the violence 
while also acknowledging 
public frustration over undoc-
umented migration. A cabinet 
statement released on Thurs-
day said: “South Africans are 
within their right to protest 
against the spiralling illegal 
immigration challenge, but 
violence linked to those pro-
tests is not acceptable, and 
law enforcement must deal 
with the instigators.” Presi-
dency spokesperson Vincent 
Magwenya confirmed that 
discussions between Rama-
phosa and Chapo covered 
“issues related to ongoing 
bilateral co-operation and se-
curity.”
The latest flare-up follows 

weeks of anti-immigrant 
marches across several prov-
inces. Vigilante group Op-

Maputo and Pretoria at odds over 
reports of Mozambican deaths in 
South Africa’s xenophobic violence

BY Norman Mwale
 @themtkenyatimes

Protestors in Maputo Mozambique against xenophobia in South Africa
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As hopes mount for a peace agree-
ment between the United States and 
Iran, a flurry of conflicting signals 
from both sides has cast fresh doubt 
on the course of diplomatic efforts to 
end the war.
While Tehran has threatened to sus-

pend communication with Washing-
ton and hinted at opening a new front 
in the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, U.S. 
officials insist a deal remains with-
in reach. The mixed messages have 
coincided with sporadic military ex-
changes between the two countries, 
underscoring the fragility of the dip-
lomatic process. Analysts say the 
divergent narratives reflect broader, 
unresolved divisions between Teh-
ran and Washington. Yet as the war 
has already taken a heavy toll on 
both sides, neither seems eager to ig-
nite a full-scale conflict, leaving the 
door slightly ajar for a possible deal.

Mixed signals

As a fragile April ceasefire holds 
on despite sporadic skirmishes, both 
Iran and the United States have sent 
mixed signals about the prospects 
for a lasting settlement, highlight-
ing tensions while also underscor-
ing efforts to avoid a return to open 
conflict. In recent days, Iran has 
reportedly halted negotiations with 
the United States via mediation, 
citing continued Israeli military op-
erations in Lebanon and accusing 
Washington of failing to uphold the 
truce, while the U.S. side insisted 
that the U.S.-Iran talks are ongoing. 
On Monday, Iran’s semi-official Tas-
nim news agency reported that Teh-
ran has halted talks and exchanges 
of draft proposals with the United 
States, saying that “there will be 
no dialogue” until Iran’s demands 
on “immediate cessation” of Israeli 
operations in Gaza and Lebanon are 
secured.It added that Iran and its al-
lies have determined “on the agen-
da to completely block the Strait of 

Hormuz, and to activate other fronts, 
including the Bab el-Mandeb Strait,” 
in retaliation.
Hours after the Iranian announce-

ment, U.S. President Donald Trump 
said that U.S.-Iran talks “are con-
tinuing, at a rapid pace,” and ex-
pressed confidence that the United 
States would reach an agreement 
with Iran within next week to extend 
the ceasefire and reopen the Strait 
of Hormuz. Amidst the conflicting 
signals, sporadic clashes have flared 
in and around the Strait of Hormuz 
over the past several days. The U.S. 
Central Command said Sunday that 
the U.S. military conducted “self-de-
fense strikes” on Iran’s radars, com-
mand and control sites for drones 
in parts of Iran over the weekend. 
A day later, Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tion Guard Corps said it targeted a 
U.S.- and Israeli-linked vessel with a 
cruise missile.

Broader divisions

The recent escalation appears to 

have dimmed prospects for the two 
countries to end the war. The con-
flicting signals from both sides show 
that the disagreement is no longer 
focused solely on “centrifuge num-
bers or uranium enrichment levels,” 
Muawiya Al-Toum, a Sudanese ex-
pert in diplomacy and international 
relations, told Xinhua.”It is now 
about the shape of the regional secu-
rity order itself, Iran’s role within it, 
and the limits of U.S. influence in the 
region,” he said.
Regarding Iran’s demand that Israel 

immediately halt operations in Gaza 
and Lebanon, Ezzat Saad, director 
of the Egyptian Council for Foreign 
Affairs, said it reflects Tehran’s ef-
fort to secure greater leverage in any 
future agreement. The mixed signals 
from both sides suggest that the core 
disagreements remain fundamental-
ly unchanged, said Akram Atallah, a 
Gaza-based political analyst. “There 
are still major differences regarding 
the limits of Iran’s nuclear activities, 
the timing and scope of sanctions 
relief, verification procedures, and 

the broader security implications of 
any future agreement.” Even with 
deep rifts between the two sides, 
analysts say this does not mean the 
two countries have abandoned the 
possibility of a diplomatic solution. 
“These contradictory signals are not 
new; rather, they have been a clear 
feature of the ongoing talks between 
the two sides since the ceasefire took 
effect,” said Saad. Despite the con-
tradictions and differences in their 
positions, both sides appear keen to 
maintain and extend the ceasefire, as 
a return to full-scale conflict would 
be a more costly option for both, the 
Egyptian expert said.

Deal still possible

While current quarrels and sporad-
ic clashes have added complexity to 
negotiations, many experts believe 
that the prospect of reaching a deal 
remains. “The recent statements and 
actions by both sides may create an 
impression of growing tension, but 
they should also be understood as 
part of a broader negotiating strat-
egy,” said Mustafa Ibrahim, a Ga-
za-based political analyst. “Both 
Washington and Tehran are trying 
to improve their leverage and se-
cure better terms without complete-
ly shutting the door on diplomacy.” 
Echoing the Gaza expert, Khaled 
Al-Hroub, a professor of political 
science and international conflicts 
at Northwestern University in Qatar, 
described recent U.S.-Iran moves as 
a “negotiated management of escala-
tion” used by both sides to maximize 
gains before reaching any potential 
agreement. “The chances of reach-
ing an agreement in the near term 
remain limited but not impossible, 
because mutual interests push both 
sides to keep the negotiation channel 
open,” said Ali Al-Harthi, a politi-
cal analyst at King Saud University 
in Riyadh. Although a deal remains 
possible, it cannot be ruled out that 
further uncertainties and challenges 
may arise before the two sides reach 
a deal.  “Interim arrangements or 
temporary understandings could be 
reached,” said Al-Toum, the Suda-
nese expert, “but the ultimate resolu-
tion will be shaped not only by talks 
between Washington and Tehran, 
but also by developments elsewhere 
in the region, including the war in 
Gaza, the trajectory of Iran-Israel 
relations, and the positions of major 
international actors.” “The region is 
currently facing a period of profound 
uncertainty, where opportunities for 
compromise coexist with the risk of 
escalation, and neither path has yet 
emerged as the decisive outcome,” 
he added. 

U.S.-Iran  As a fragile April ceasefire holds on despite sporadic skirmishes, both Iran and the United States have sent mixed signals about the prospects for a lasting settlement

Mixed signals in U.S.-Iran talks 
highlight broader divisions, but 
deal prospects remain

BY Xinhua News Agency
 @themtkenyatimes

Aftermath of some of the conflict in the Middle East. Aftermath of some of the conflict in the Middle East. |  |  Photo: Courtesy.



Thursday, June 4, 2026  The Mt. Kenya Times  NATIONAL | 21

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The news that children of 
teachers may receive a 30% tu-
ition contract discount starting 
from the 2026/2027 academic 
year has caused major discus-
sions on social media. While 
some people see it as a sign of 
respect for teachers, others are 
asking about the children of or-
dinary families. Because today, 
it is ordinary families who are 
experiencing the greatest finan-
cial difficulties. Imagine this: 
on one side, there is a teacher’s 
family working in the public 
sector. They have a stable sal-
ary, social benefits, and now 
their child may also receive a 
tuition discount. On the other 
side, there are ordinary families 

— fathers working in markets, 
mothers sewing clothes, labor-
ers, or families surviving on 
daily income. Their children 
also enter universities, stay 
awake at night studying for 
tests, and dream about their fu-
ture. But when the time comes 
to pay tuition fees, they receive 
no discount at all. In fact, the 
biggest question starts here: 
why is support being given 
based on profession? Today, 
many ordinary families are tak-
ing loans just to pay tuition fees 
for their children. Some young 
people are even forced to quit 
their studies and work instead 
because tuition fees increase 
every year. In some fields, the 
amount is becoming equal to 
an ordinary family’s yearly in-
come. The saddest part is that 
some talented young people 
are giving up on their dreams 
because of money. Imagine two 
students who received the same 
exam score. One gets millions 
of soums in discounts simply 

because they are a teacher’s 
child. The other pays the full 
tuition fee because they come 
from a working-class fami-
ly. This situation is increasing 
questions among young people 
about whether there is equal-
ity in education. Of course, 
teachers should be supported. 
Teachers play an important role 
in society. But the hard work 
of ordinary families is no less 
valuable. The child of a father 
working in construction under 
the hot sun, a mother selling 
goods in the market, or a per-
son working abroad and send-
ing money home may also need 
support. When the sense of 
justice disappears in society, 
dissatisfaction grows. Because 
young people today are feeling 
one thing clearly: privileges are 
not equal for everyone. Perhaps 
the fairest solution would be 
to provide discounts not based 
on profession, but on the real 
financial condition of families. 
Then not only teachers’ chil-

dren, but also children from 
genuinely struggling ordinary 
families, would have opportu-
nities. Education should not be 
a privilege — it should be an 
equal opportunity open to ev-
eryone.

Rajabova Zebo Sobirjon qizi 
was born on April 30, 2008, in 
Narpay district of Samarkand 
region. She was admitted to the 
1st grade of School No. 16 in 
2015 and successfully graduat-

ed from this school in 2026 with 
excellent grades.
Zebo holds certificates in En-

glish language as well as in 
native language and history 
among general education sub-
jects.
Currently, she is actively en-

gaged in writing and publish-
ing articles in order to become 
a student at the University of 
Journalism and Mass Commu-
nications of Uzbekistan.
Her family consists of five 

members. Her father, Sobir, 
works as an architect in the 
construction field. Her mother 
passed away in 2017. She also 
has one older brother and one 
younger brother.
Zebo is interested in learn-

ing the Korean language and 
enjoys reading books. In the 
future, she aims to become Uz-
bekistan’s correspondent jour-
nalist in Korea.

The recent turmoil in boarding 
schools has once again sparked 
serious concerns about the 
safety of students residing in 
dormitories. Incidents of arson, 
property damage, and student 
protests have been on the rise, 
revealing vulnerabilities not 
only in school administration 
but also in the architectural lay-
out of school buildings. During 
such unrest, dormitories often 
become the main targets. In 
numerous cases, students have 
ignited dormitories, endanger-
ing hundreds of lives. While 
authorities focus on identifying 
and punishing the culprits, a 
crucial question arises: are dor-
mitories designed to facilitate 
students’ safe escape during 
emergencies? Many school 
dormitories are equipped with 
metal window grilles and are 
situated on higher floors.
When designing dormitories, 

safety should be the top prior-
ity. Incorporating ground-floor 

structures, multiple emergency 
exits, fire alarms, and windows 
that can be used for evacuation 
can greatly minimize the risk 
of casualties. It is important for 
a dormitory to offer students 
protection, not to confine them 
during emergencies. The recent 
increase in school unrest serves 
as a reminder that emergen-
cies can occur unexpectedly. 
Whether stemming from indis-
cipline, frustration, or external 
influences, school fires pose 

a constant threat to the lives 
of innocent students. School 
administrators, education offi-
cials, and policymakers need 
to reconsider the layout of dor-
mitory facilities to ensure that 
students can evacuate swiftly 
and securely.

By: Oliver Ogutu.

By Hadassah Karangu 

When President William Ruto 
stood before thousands in Wa-
jir on Madaraka Day and pub-
licly acknowledged decades 
of state neglect of Northern 
Kenya, he did something rare 
in Kenyan politics: he told the 
truth.
It was a moment of recog-

nition millions had waited a 
lifetime for. Northern Kenya 
enters the national conversa-
tion mostly through drought, 
insecurity, and humanitarian 
appeals — rarely as a region 
of ambition, talent, and unreal-
ised potential. Hosting the cel-
ebrations in Wajir for the first 
time in the country’s history 
amplified that message. Roads, 
water projects, healthcare fa-
cilities, livestock programmes, 
and education investments fol-
lowed in a sweeping vision for 

transformation.
The announcements generat-

ed genuine hope. But Kenyans 
have heard ambitious promises 
before.
What residents of Northern 

Kenya want is not eloquence 
— it is evidence. Water flow-
ing where drought once dom-
inated. Tarmac roads replacing 
dusty tracks. Modern schools 
nurturing future leaders. Eco-
nomic opportunities keeping 
young people productive. 
These are not aspirations; they 
are rights long denied.
Ruto’s apology matters only 

if it marks the beginning of a 

policy shift, not the high point 
of a ceremony. An acknowl-
edgement without account-
ability is just a better speech.
True independence, six-

ty-three years on, is not mea-
sured by the size of the crowd 
or the sincerity of the applause. 
It is measured by whether ev-
ery Kenyan — wherever they 
live — has an equal chance to 
thrive.
Wajir listened. Now Kenya 

must deliver.

Hadassah Karangu is a stu-
dent at Laikipia University.

The contract discount for teachers’ children: what about 
children from ordinary families?

Dormitories should be escape 
routes, not traps

A historic apology in Wajir: 
Can words heal decades of 
neglect?

BY Rajabova Zebo Sobirjon 
 @themtkenyatimes

Teachers play an important role in society



Thursday, June 4, 2026 |   The Mt. Kenya Times

SPORT22
Sports >>   *Riot officers clash with thousands of striking teachers at Mexico City’s Zócalo as the count-

down to the 2026 FIFA World Cup opener enters its final stretch.

Mexican police fire tear gas at teachers’ 
protest 10 days before World Cup opener
By Norman Mwale

Mexico City’s preparations for 
the 2026 FIFA World Cup were 
rocked on Monday when riot 
police fired tear gas to disperse 
thousands of teachers march-
ing on the Zócalo, just 10 days 
before the capital is due to host 
the tournament’s opening match 
on 11 June. The confrontation 
erupted as demonstrators from 
the National Coordinator of 
Education Workers, or CNTE, 
breached metal barriers sur-
rounding the historic square, 
where a giant screen and Fan 
Fest infrastructure for the World 
Cup are under construction.
According to AFP journalists at 

the scene, the clash began when 
teachers broke through one of 
the temporary barricades erected 
at the entrance to the Zócalo, a 
block from the National Palace. 
Hundreds of riot officers, posi-
tioned behind tall metal fenc-
es, responded with tear gas and 
fire extinguishers to prevent the 
march from reaching the plaza. 
“This event will have to be sus-
pended,” union leader Filiberto 
Frausto told AFP as blue smoke 
filled the air. “A cause like ours 
should be far above — it’s far 
more important than a little bit 
of distraction and fun.” Frausto 
confirmed that at least one pro-
tester was struck by an uniden-
tified projectile and taken away 
with blood pouring from a head 
injury. AFP witnessed another 
participant being carried away 
with a bloody head wound.
The dissident faction of the 

CNTE has threatened to mobilise 
millions of teachers in the capital 
during the World Cup unless the 
government meets demands for 
salary increases and the reversal 
of pension reforms. “We demand 
the fulfilment of our demands,” 
said Filiberto Frausto Orozco, a 
teacher from the northern state 
of Zacatecas, speaking to AFP 
last month. He added that union 
members had agreed to stage 

“intense protests” throughout the 
tournament. Pedro Hernández 
Morales, general secretary of 
CNTE section 9 in Mexico City, 
warned that if their demands 
are not met before the opening 
match, “the ball will not roll,” Al 
Jazeera English reported.
Mexico City authorities had not 

released an official statement on 
Monday’s use of force, but the 
capital’s Secretariat of Citizen 
Security has previously said that 
protests will be permitted pro-
vided they remain peaceful and 
do not impede World Cup in-
frastructure. The Zócalo, which 
will host public viewings of 
Mexico’s first match, has been 
cordoned off for weeks as crews 
assemble stages, screens and 
sponsor installations. Security 
forces have maintained a heavy 
presence around the square since 
25 May, when teachers first at-
tempted to establish a protest 
camp there.
The timing of the unrest has 

heightened international scruti-
ny. With five World Cup match-
es scheduled in Mexico City, in-
cluding the opener, the capital is 
considered one of the safer host 
cities despite ongoing concerns 
about crime and protest activity. 
“There are very large networks 

of piracy, human trafficking, 
prostitution, obviously drug 
dealing, and some extortion, but 
it’s also the area of the country 
with the highest per capita police 
presence and security cameras,” 
Víctor Manuel Sánchez Valdés, 
a researcher at the Autonomous 
University of Coahuila, told 
CNN. He added that while car-
tels do not dominate the capital, 
street-level crime and demon-
strations pose logistical chal-
lenges for organisers.
Teachers affiliated with the 

CNTE have staged rolling strikes 
since mid-May, coinciding with 
Teacher’s Day, and previously 
shut down parts of Mexico City 
by blocking key roads and the 
entrance to the international air-
port. The union says the monthly 
starting gross wage for public 
school teachers is the equivalent 
of US$967, and it is demanding 
a 100% increase — far above 
the nine per cent offered in gov-
ernment negotiations. “Educa-
tion isn’t a priority, but the mil-
lion-dollar business of the World 
Cup is,” read one banner carried 
during a rally on 16 May.
Monday’s scenes evoked mem-

ories of 2013, when riot police 
cleared thousands of striking 
teachers from the Zócalo with 

tear gas, flash grenades and wa-
ter cannons three days before 
Independence Day celebrations. 
Then, as now, the teachers armed 
themselves with metal pipes 
and wooden clubs, while police 
warned that force would be used 
if the square was not vacated. 
Within half an hour, the plaza 
had been cleared.
With the tournament set to begin 

on 11 June, pressure is mount-
ing on President Claudia Shein-
baum’s administration to bal-
ance security for the World Cup 
with the rights of demonstrators. 
FIFA has not commented public-
ly on the protests, but Mexican 
organisers insist the Fan Fest 
will proceed as planned. For 
the CNTE, however, the World 
Cup represents leverage. “We 
will win this struggle, whatev-
er it costs,” protesters chanted 
on Monday. “It will fall, it will 
fall… that wall is going to fall.” 
As Mexico prepares to welcome 
an estimated five million visi-
tors, the coming days will test 
whether the government can 
keep both the football and the 
dissent from a collision course.
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Sports >>   *Tielemans and Lukaku give the Red Devils a clinical pre-World Cup boost on the Adriatic coast.

Belgium sink Croatia 2-0 in Rijeka as 
Lukaku strikes late

By Norman Mwale

Belgium underlined their cre-
dentials with a clinical 2-0 vic-
tory over Croatia in an interna-
tional friendly at Stadion HNK 
Rijeka on Monday, with Youri 
Tielemans and Romelu Lukaku 
providing the goals in a con-
test that served as a key tune-
up ahead of the 2026 World 
Cup qualifiers. The Red Devils 
weathered early pressure from 
Luka Modrić’s side before strik-
ing in each half to extend their 
unbeaten run to five matches.
The visitors opened the scoring 

in the 37th minute when Tiele-
mans arrived late in the box to 
steer a left-footed finish into the 
centre of the goal, capitalising 
on patient build-up play to put 
Belgium 1-0 up at the interval. 
Croatia, roared on by a capac-

ity crowd in Rijeka, responded 
with intensity after the break 
but struggled to convert posses-
sion into clear chances. Petar 
Musa went closest with a driven 
effort in the 11th minute, while 
Belgium’s Jérémy Doku tested 
Dominik Livaković early on.
As the Vatreni pushed for an 

equaliser, Belgium struck deci-
sively on the counter in stoppage 
time. Hans Vanaken slipped a 
perfectly weighted through ball 
to Lukaku, who cut in from the 
left and drilled a low shot into 
the bottom right corner in the 
96th minute to seal the 2-0 result. 
The goal capped a professional 
away performance and ensured 
Belgium left Croatia with a mo-
rale-boosting win.
Speaking after the match, Bel-

gium head coach Domenico 
Tedesco praised his side’s disci-

pline. “We knew Croatia would 
have the ball, especially with 
Modrić controlling the tempo. 
The key was to stay compact 
and be ruthless when the chanc-
es came,” Tedesco said. “Youri’s 
timing for the first goal was per-
fect, and Romelu showed again 
why he is so important to us in 
these games.”
Croatia manager Zlatko Dalić 

admitted his team lacked cutting 
edge despite a positive approach. 
“We created situations but the 
final pass or shot was missing. 
Against a team like Belgium you 
get punished,” Dalić told report-
ers. “This is preparation. We will 
learn from it before the qualifi-
ers start.” Captain Luka Modrić, 
who led Croatia out in front of 
his home supporters, added: “It 
is always special to play here in 
Rijeka. The result is disappoint-

ing but the World Cup is what 
matters. We keep working.”
The match, played on 2 June 

2026, drew significant interest as 
both nations fine-tune for com-
petitive fixtures later this year. 
Belgium’s victory continued a 
recent edge in the head-to-head, 
with the Red Devils now hold-
ing three wins to Croatia’s three 
across nine meetings. For Cro-
atia, the defeat was a sobering 
reminder of the margins at in-
ternational level, while Belgium 
depart the Adriatic coast with 
momentum and two well-taken 
goals to show for their evening’s 
work.

Belgium underlined their credentials with a clinical 2-0 victory over Croatia
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In the context of rapid technological 
development and the transformation 
of social communication, the study 
of the characteristics of different 
generations has become particularly 
relevant. Modern society is charac-
terized by the coexistence of people 
belonging to various generational 
groups, each of which was formed 
under specific historical, cultural, 
and technological conditions. These 
differences influence value orienta-
tions, ways of perceiving informa-
tion, communication models, and 
forms of interaction with the sur-
rounding world.
One of the most well-known con-

cepts explaining the characteristics 
of generational differences is the 
Theory of Generations, developed 
by the American researchers Wil-
liam Strauss and Neil Howe. This 
theory suggests that approximately 
every 20–25 years a new generation 
emerges, possessing specific social 
attitudes, behavioral patterns, and 
perceptions of the world. These dif-
ferences have become the subject of 
active academic discussion in vari-
ous fields, including sociology, ped-
agogy, cultural studies, and media 
studies.
During the seminar held on Febru-

ary 12-13, special attention was paid 
to the analysis of the main charac-
teristics of modern generations and 
their role in social processes. Gener-
ation Alpha is already being formed 
in a world where artificial intelli-
gence is becoming an everyday tool 
for learning and communication. 
The seminar clearly emphasized that 
the differences between generations 
are manifested not only in the lev-
el of technological literacy, but also 
in value orientations. Older genera-
tions tend to view AI as an auxiliary 
tool, whereas young people perceive 
it as a full-fledged participant in the 
educational and creative process.
Particular interest was generated 

by the discussion on the influence 
of artificial intelligence on culture 
and professional activity. In the hu-
manities, AI is used for text analysis, 
the creation of digital archives, the 
reconstruction of historical objects, 
and even the restoration of works of 
art. However, along with the expan-

sion of opportunities, concerns are 
also increasing. 
During the discussion, it was em-

phasized that AI reflects the values 
and attitudes of those who create 
it. Therefore, responsibility for the 
results of its work lies with people. 
This is precisely why intergener-
ational communication is so im-
portant: older generations transmit 
professional and ethical traditions, 
while younger generations contrib-
ute technological adaptability.
The seminar demonstrated that AI 

can become not only a factor of com-
munication, but also a tool for unit-
ing generations. With a грамотный 
approach, it promotes the exchange 
of knowledge, accelerates scientific 
research, and opens new forms of 
collaboration. The older generation 
focused attention on the risks of tech-
nological dependence, the decline of 
independent thinking, and the need 
for regulatory frameworks. Young 
people, in turn, emphasized the po-
tential of AI as a means of expanding 
opportunities and accelerating pro-
fessional growth. Thus, the seminar 
became a space for constructive dia-
logue, where each position received 
well-reasoned justification.

For me, participation in this semi-
nar became an important profession-
al and personal experience. First of 
all, I had the opportunity to represent 
our institute on an intellectual plat-
form and exchange opinions with 
representatives of other educational 
institutions. Secondly, the discussion 
of the topic of generations allowed 
me to gain a deeper understanding of 
my own position as a representative 
of the younger generation active-
ly using digital tools. I came to the 
conclusion that artificial intelligence 
is not an alternative to humans, but 
rather an extension of human capa-
bilities. However, the effectiveness 
of its application directly depends 
on the level of critical thinking, re-
sponsibility, and professional com-
petence of the user. Moreover, the 
seminar demonstrated that the future 
of education and science is impos-
sible without taking technological 
trends into account. It is important 
not to oppose generations to one 
another, but to create conditions for 
their cooperation.
The seminar devoted to the topic of 

generations and artificial intelligence 
demonstrated the high relevance and 
interdisciplinary nature of the issues 

under discussion. Artificial intelli-
gence is becoming an important fac-
tor in the transformation of society, 
while generational differences de-
termine the specific ways in which 
it is perceived and applied. The main 
conclusion that can be drawn from 
participation in the event is the fol-
lowing: the harmonious develop-
ment of a digital society is possible 
only through maintaining a balance 
between technological progress and 
humanistic values. Artificial intel-
ligence should serve as a tool for 
development rather than replace hu-
man thinking and responsibility.
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The theory of generations and its interpretation in the 
digital age

Worth Noting:

•	 Particular interest was 
generated by the discussion 
on the influence of artificial 
intelligence on culture and pro-
fessional activity. In the human-
ities, AI is used for text analysis, 
the creation of digital archives, 
the reconstruction of historical 
objects, and even the resto-
ration of works of art. However, 
along with the expansion of 
opportunities, concerns are also 
increasing. 
•	 During the discussion, 
it was emphasized that AI re-
flects the values and attitudes of 
those who create it. Therefore, 
responsibility for the results of 
its work lies with people. This is 
precisely why intergenerational 
communication is so important: 
older generations transmit pro-
fessional and ethical traditions, 
while younger generations con-
tribute technological adaptabil-
ity.
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