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Wu and her family-controls business entities continue that holds 
significant economic interests across the country:

PAWO Appointment, Business Record, and Controversy:

A Full Analysis of Stina Wu’s Role

Sudan’s war reaches a dangerous new front as El Obeid braces 
for onslaught

On 7–8 July 2026, the Pan 
African Women’s Organisa-
tion (PAWO) announced the 
appointment of Chinese-Na-
mibian businesswoman Stina 
Wu (born Qiaoxia Wu) as its 
Special Economic Advisor. 
Within hours, the news has 
spread rapidly across Namib-
ian social media, news plat-
forms and business circles, 
sparking intense debate. Some 
have hailed the appointment 
as well-deserved recognition 
of Wu’s decades-long invest-
ment footprint and contri-
bution to economic activity 
in northern Namibia. Others 
have raised immediate and 

The Sudanese city of El Obeid has 
become the latest and most perilous 
flashpoint in a civil war now entering 
its fourth year, with United Nations 
officials warning that the window to 
prevent a catastrophe on the scale of 
last year’s massacre in El Fasher is 
closing by the day.

Repeated warnings of an immi-
nent assault on the North Kordo-
fan state capital have mounted for 
weeks, accompanied by reports of 
intensifying military movement in 
the surrounding countryside. The 
siege of El Obeid dates back to the 
earliest days of the war, when Rap-

id Support Forces fighters seized the 
city’s airport from Sudanese Army 
forces in April 2023, before the army 
spent February 2025 breaking a two-
year encirclement. That respite has 
proved short-lived. By mid-June this 
year, the United Nations was again 
warning that the RSF was moving 

against El Obeid, with more than 
half a million people in danger, and 
a drone strike on a fuel station in the 
city killed a civilian on 25 June.

Controversial
Some public commentators is the claim that this PAWO 
appointment could be a “backdoor mechanism” to facilitate 
state capture
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Kenya Friday marked Na-
tional Reading Day 2026 
with a national celebration 
at the Kenya National Li-
brary Service headquarters, 
Maktaba Kuu, reaffirming 
the country’s commitment 
to building a stronger read-
ing culture and promoting 
lifelong learning at a time 
when strengthening foun-
dational literacy remains a 
national priority.
According to UNESCO, 
roughly seven in ten chil-
dren in Sub-Saharan Africa 
are unable to read and un-
derstand a simple text by 
age 10, a statistic that un-
derscores the urgency be-
hind sustained investment 
in reading and literacy pro-
grammes.
This year’s celebrations re-
corded a 23.5 per cent in-
crease in participation com-
pared with 2025, reflecting 
growing national momen-
tum behind reading pro-
motion. A total of 450 par-
ticipants attended the main 
event, drawn from Nairobi 
and Nakuru counties.
Secretary to the Cabinet 
Mercy Wanjau represent-
ed the government at the 
event and underscored the 
role of reading in empow-
ering citizens, strengthen-
ing education, preserving 
culture and driving national 
development. Held under 
the theme “Our Stories, 
Our Future: Empowering 
Minds Through Reading,” 
the celebration brought 
together government insti-
tutions, development part-
ners, publishers, authors, 
educators, librarians, learn-
ers and reading enthusiasts 
from across the country. 
Among the key partners 
present were the National 
Museums of Kenya, public 
and academic libraries, and 
publishers, alongside other 
stakeholders committed to 
advancing literacy and life-
long learning in Kenya.
The day began with a Na-
tional Reading Day Book 
March, which saw hun-
dreds of participants march 
through Nairobi in a sym-

bolic call to embrace read-
ing as a lifelong habit. The 
march was followed by 
cultural performances, sto-
rytelling sessions, school 
presentations, exhibitions, 
author engagements and the 
recognition of outstanding 
participants in the National 
Reading Day competitions.
Speaking at the event, Wan-
jau said fostering a reading 
culture is fundamental to 
nurturing informed, inno-
vative and productive citi-
zens. “Reading is not simply 
an educational activity. It is 
a national investment in hu-
man capital,” she said, add-
ing that every child who de-
velops strong reading skills 
is better equipped to suc-
ceed in school, participate 
in society and contribute 
to the country’s social and 
economic development. 
She commended the Kenya 
National Library Service 
and its partners for cham-
pioning literacy initiatives 
that continue to transform 
lives and expand access to 
knowledge across the coun-
try.
The celebration comes as 

Kenya continues to im-
plement the Competen-
cy-Based Curriculum, 
which places increased em-
phasis on literacy, critical 
thinking and independent 
learning. Education experts 
argue that cultivating read-
ing habits both in and out-
side the classroom is essen-
tial to improving learning 
outcomes and preparing 
young people for a knowl-
edge-driven economy. The 
continued expansion of 
digital library services has 
also widened access to in-
formation, with the KNLS 
digital library now serving 
4,700 registered users, al-
lowing more Kenyans to ac-
cess books and educational 
resources online — a figure 
officials say reflects rising 
public demand for accessi-
ble learning resources.
Kenya National Library 
Service Director General 
Charles Nzivo reaffirmed 
the institution’s commit-
ment to ensuring every 
Kenyan has access to books, 
information and oppor-
tunities to read. “Libraries 
remain one of the most 

powerful equalisers in soci-
ety. By expanding access to 
books, digital resources and 
community learning spaces, 
we are helping build a gen-
eration of readers, innova-
tors and informed citizens,” 
Nzivo said. He added that 
KNLS continues to mod-
ernise its services to remain 
relevant in the digital age 
while preserving Kenya’s lit-
erary and cultural heritage 
for future generations.
The week-long programme 
engaged more than 700 
learners through storytell-
ing sessions, reading en-
gagements, competitions 
and other literacy activities 
designed to cultivate a life-
long love of reading among 
children and young people. 
Nine schools took part in 
the National Reading Day 
competitions and perfor-
mances: Jonathan Gloag 
Academy, State House Pri-
mary School, Beacon of 
Hope School, Wanja & Kim 
School, St Juliet Prima-
ry School, Shelter Homes, 
Alliance High School, Up-
per Hill School and Heider 
Senior School. Organisers 

said their participation 
showcased creativity, crit-
ical thinking and a shared 
passion for reading.
The celebrations also fea-
tured the exhibition and do-
nation of more than 2,500 
books, widening access to 
quality reading materials 
for learners and communi-
ties. Activities were coordi-
nated through three KNLS 
branches — Maktaba Kuu, 
Buruburu Library and Na-
kuru Library — to ensure 
broader outreach and pub-
lic participation.
The event culminated in 
an awards ceremony rec-
ognising exceptional per-
formance in the National 
Reading Day competitions, 
including reading quizzes, 
storytelling and creative 
writing, while honouring 
the schools, learners and 
partners who continue to 
champion literacy across 
the country.

Secretary to the Cabinet leads Kenya in celebrating 
National Reading Day 2026

Kenya Friday marked National Reading Day 2026 

Worth
Noting:

•	 The day began with 
a National Reading Day Book 
March, which saw hundreds 
of participants march through 
Nairobi in a symbolic call to 
embrace reading as a lifelong 
habit. The march was followed 
by cultural performances, 
storytelling sessions, school 
presentations, exhibitions, 
author engagements and the 
recognition of outstanding 
participants in the National 
Reading Day competitions.
•	 Speaking at the event, 
Wanjau said fostering a reading 
culture is fundamental to 
nurturing informed, innova-
tive and productive citizens. 
“Reading is not simply an 
educational activity. It is a 
national investment in hu-
man capital,” she said, adding 
that every child who develops 
strong reading skills is better 
equipped to succeed in school, 
participate in society and con-
tribute to the country’s social 
and economic development. 
She commended the Kenya Na-
tional Library Service and its 
partners for championing lit-
eracy initiatives that continue 
to transform lives and expand 
access to knowledge across the 
country.

By: Diaspora Times Team
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Tribute To Dr. Paula O.M.Otukile 
TRIBUTE

We do not know whether to 
call this blessed day a Pau-
lasmas, or an occasion to 
always remember.
Decades ago a hardworking 
queen was born in the dusty 
roads of Mahalapye village, 
we got blessed. Paula is a re-
known author of more than 
sixty books, with several 
international collaborations 
with authors from around 
the world including, Hen-
rique Sungo from Angola, 
but residing in the Uk, wh 
they wrote My clothes, my 
roots also known as “Minha 
raizes, Minha roupas.”
She also collaborated with 
Joshua from Nigeria and 
Kevin Ochieng from Kenya 
to make a beautiful “Poetry 
Soup Anthology!” Her jour-
ney is beyond words as she 
simply saw it fit to build a 
literature stable to uplift and 
to promote other African 
authors.
She is the brain behind the 

Mulher Forte African liter-
ature stable. They also hold 
annual literature awards 
and has been consistently 
successful for six years. On 
the 8th of April 2024, Pau-
la founded the First Fran-
cistown international book 
festival, giving authors from 
the north an audience that 
included other African writ-
ers too.
She has won so much 
awards, including Best Au-
thor Africa 2022-Zambia, 
Zikomo awards, 2023 She 
won best author Africa 
2023: Shinning stars Africa 
awards in Sandton, South 
Africa.
Dr. Otukile has been award-
ed best literature consul-
tant Africa-Ghana,Accra in 
2023. She is also a speaker 
and motivational speaker, 
having given talks in South 
Africa, Cape Town, Mfuleni 
recreation center, and local-
ly in Botswana.

She is a well recognized in-
ternational Gender based 
violence activist who has 
won grants to donate more 
than 50, 000 books and give 
presentations in schools 
about GBV. Her outreaches 
has impacted more than 50 
schools in Botswana. The 
highlight was her menstru-
ation campaign giving pads 
and her book to kids at Ma-
halapye national Library in 
Botswana, indicating her 

close connection with her 
village.
Dr. Paula has had a courtesy 
call with UNICEF, European 
Union, Turkey embassy in 
Botswana, Germany embas-
sy in Botswana, Indian con-
sulate in Botswana to name 
but a few still on Gender 
based violence activism.
Today is not just a birthday 
but another milestone on 
the ink world to celebrate 
this amazing woman. Happy 

birthday Paula.

Dr. Paula O.M. Otukile 
Founder 
Mulher forte African Litera-
ture.

Worth
Noting:

•	 She has won so much 
awards, including Best Author 
Africa 2022-Zambia, Zikomo 
awards, 2023 She won best 
author Africa 2023: Shinning 
stars Africa awards in Sandton, 
South Africa.
•	 Dr. Otukile has been 
awarded best literature con-
sultant Africa-Ghana,Accra in 
2023. She is also a speaker and 
motivational speaker, having 
given talks in South Africa, 
Cape Town, Mfuleni recreation 
center, and locally in Botswana.
•	 She is a well recog-
nized international Gender 
based violence activist who 
has won grants to donate 
more than 50, 000 books and 
give presentations in schools 
about GBV. Her outreaches has 
impacted more than 50 schools 
in Botswana. The highlight was 
her menstruation campaign 
giving pads and her book to 
kids at Mahalapye national Li-
brary in Botswana, indicating 
her close connection with her 
village.

Dr. Paula O.M. Otukile

By: Diaspora Times Team
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Education: A system that grants diplomas or a 
space that awakens thinking?

The Phone Is in Our Hands, But Who Controls 
Our Time?

Today, when we talk about educa-
tion, most people imagine a class-
room, desks, textbooks, and grades. 
But the question is: are we truly im-
parting knowledge, or are we merely 
distributing certificates? In mod-
ern society, the issue of education 
should be a matter of conscience not 
only for educators but for the entire 
community.
Today’s students live in a rapidly 
changing world. The flow of infor-
mation surpasses textbooks, and 
artificial intelligence is developing 
faster than some professions. In 
such times, schools and universities 
still seem to operate with molds de-
signed for yesterday. We teach chil-

dren what to think, but are we teach-
ing them how to think?
The biggest problem in the edu-
cation system is the weak culture 
of questioning. A student often re-
ceives a “good” grade not for asking 
questions, but for not asking them. 
This nurtures obedience rather than 
independent thinking. Yet, devel-
oped societies advance thanks to 
young people who can ask ques-
tions, doubt, and have the courage 
to debate.
Another important aspect is the ex-
cessive focus on grades. Are grades a 
measure of knowledge or a psycho-
logical pressure? In many cases, they 
become the latter. Students study 
not to learn but to get grades. As a 
result, knowledge “ends” when the 
class ends. In life, however, grades 
are not asked for—solutions are.
The issue of teachers also deserves 
special attention. A teacher should 
not only impart knowledge but 
also guide and inspire. However, if 
teachers are undervalued in society, 
expecting high results from them is 
unfair. The quality of education can-
not be considered separately from 
the material and moral well-being of 
teachers.
Education is a contract with the fu-
ture. If we enter this contract super-
ficially today, the price our society 
will pay tomorrow will be very high: 

passive youth, irresponsible special-
ists, and a generation afraid to think.
Therefore, reforming education 
does not only mean new subjects or 
textbooks, but understanding a new 
way of thinking. Only education 
that places the student at the center 
and considers their interests and po-
tential yields genuine results.
In conclusion, education is not 
about buildings or certificates. Ed-
ucation is a process that makes a 
person truly human. If we see ed-
ucation today merely as an obliga-
tion, tomorrow we will see its conse-
quences as a problem. But if we see 
education today as an opportunity, 
tomorrow our society will be full of 
possibilities.

Abduqahhorova Gulhayo
Uzbekistan

Every morning, many of us reach for 
our phones before doing anything 
else. Notifications, messages, videos, 
and news seem to be waiting for us. 
Sometimes it feels as if our phones 
decide how we spend our day. This 
raises an important question: our 
phones are in our hands, but who 
really controls our time?
Technology was created to make life 
easier. Today, smartphones help us 
communicate, study, work, and even 
learn new skills. However, instead 
of using technology as a tool, many 
people have become controlled by it.
We often open social media for just 
a few minutes, but suddenly thirty 
minutes or even several hours have 
passed. The most disappointing part 

is that we hardly notice where our 
time has gone.
Time is the most valuable resource 
in life. Money can be earned again, 
and lost possessions can be replaced, 
but a single minute can never be re-
covered. Therefore, the way we use 
our time reflects the way we value 
our lives.
Today’s young generation has access 
to unlimited knowledge through 
technology. At the same time, they 
face endless distractions. Every no-
tification and every short video can 
take attention away from important 
goals.
The real problem is not the smart-
phone itself. A phone is simply a 
tool. Some people use it to read 
books, learn languages, develop 
professional skills, and build their 
future. Others spend hours scrolling 
without purpose. The difference lies 
in the choices we make.
Successful people have one thing in 
common: they respect their time. 
They understand that managing 
time means managing life. Every 
minute invested wisely brings them 
closer to their dreams.
We should all ask ourselves one sim-
ple question: Is the time I spend on 
my phone helping me achieve my 
goals, or is it taking me further away 

from them? An honest answer can 
change our daily habits.
In conclusion, our phones may be in 
our hands, but being the owner of 
our time is our own responsibility. 
If we use technology wisely, it be-
comes a powerful tool for growth. 
Otherwise, it quietly steals our most 
valuable treasure—our time. Our 
future depends on the choices we 
make today.

Qudratova Zilola Nematulla qizi was 
born on August 5, 1994, in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan. She graduated from the 
Academic Lyceum under Nizami 
Tashkent State Pedagogical Univer-
sity. She is currently working as an 
SMM specialist, Neurographica spe-
cialist, and active volunteer.
Her professional interests include 
personal development, promoting 
reading culture, youth engagement, 

and social projects. She is a member 
of the Uzbekistan Volunteers Asso-
ciation, Golden Wing Volunteers 
Academy, Girls Academy, Girls’ 
Voice Project, Young Reformers 
Movement, Young Leaders Move-
ment, and the Argentine creative 
association “Juntos Por Las Letras.”
Throughout her career, she has 
earned more than 20 international 
certificates and over 50 certific

Time

By: Abduqahhorova Gulhayo
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The quiet spaces that would have stayed empty

What the world would miss if you were never born

Motivation

There are versions of this 
world we will never see: the 
one where your first laugh 
never echoed in a hospital 
room, the one where your 
name was never whispered 
in prayer, the one where a 
seat at a table, a reply to a 
text, or a hug at the right 
time simply never existed.
If you weren’t born, the 
world wouldn’t fall apart. 
The sun would still rise, 
people would still go to 
work, and the news would 
still scroll past. But it would 
be a world with holes in it — 
small, quiet, human-shaped 
holes that no one else could 
fill.
The world would miss your 
particular kind of love. Love 
is not generic. It shows up 
in the way you notice when 
someone goes quiet and 
check on them anyway. It’s 
in how you remember a 
small detail someone told 
you six months ago, because 
to you it mattered. It’s in the 
tea you make for tired peo-
ple, the “are you home safe?” 
text, the voice that says “I’m 
here” when someone is cry-
ing. If you weren’t born, 
someone would have gone 
through their hardest day 
without that exact kind of 
comfort — someone would 
have needed you, and you 
wouldn’t have been there to 
answer. The world would 
miss the way you love, be-
cause no one loves quite like 
you do.
The world would also miss 
the problems only you can 
solve. You carry ideas no 
one else has thought of yet: a 
joke that would have made a 
stranger laugh on the worst 
day of their week, a way of 
explaining something that 
finally makes it click, a song, 
a meal, a drawing, a solution 
at work that only your mind 
could connect. History isn’t 
written only by famous 
names. It is written by the 
nurse who was extra gentle, 
the teacher who stayed late, 
the friend who said “don’t 
give up” and meant it. If 
you weren’t born, those mo-
ments simply wouldn’t have 
happened, and the world 
would be a little less healed 
because of it.
You would be missed in the 
futures you create in other 
people. We are all links in 
a chain, and your life pulls 
other lives forward — the 
younger sibling who watch-
es how you handle pain, the 
colleague who learned con-
fidence from watching you 
keep going, the child who 
will one day hear a story 
about you and feel braver 

because of it. If you weren’t 
born, the chain would break 
in places we can’t even 
see. Someone’s grandchild 
wouldn’t exist. Someone’s 
business wouldn’t have start-
ed. Someone wouldn’t have 
been invited into the room 
that changed everything for 
them. You are not just liv-
ing your own life — you are 
making other people’s lives 
possible.
The world would miss your 
perspective too. No one has 
seen life through your eyes. 
No one carries your exact 
mix of scars and joy, faith 
and doubt, and the small, 

strange interests that make 
you who you are. When you 
speak, the room takes on 
a colour it didn’t have be-
fore. When you stay silent, 
a truth goes unsaid. Without 
you, the world’s conversa-
tion would be poorer — one 
voice, yours, missing from 
the choir, and we would all 
feel the silence even if we 
couldn’t name it.
And the people who love 
you would miss everything. 
This is the hardest part, be-
cause grief is proof of love. 
Your mother would miss 
the baby she carried. Your 
friend would miss the per-

son who understands their 
humour without explana-
tion. That one person would 
miss the particular way you 
say their name. The world 
would keep moving, but for 
them, a light would go out 
and never come back on.
Some days it may feel like 
you don’t matter much, like 
you’re easy to replace, like 
the world is too big and you 
are too small. But the truth 
is the opposite. The world is 
big, and that is exactly why 
you matter. Among eight 
billion people, there is only 
one you — only one set of 
fingerprints, only one way 

you smile when you’re try-
ing not to cry, only one way 
you pray, cook, lead, listen, 
and forgive.
If you weren’t born, a song 
wouldn’t be written, a wound 
wouldn’t be bandaged, a 
“thank you” wouldn’t be 
said, a life wouldn’t be 
changed.
So stay. Not because it’s easy, 
but because the world is still 
waiting for the things only 
you can bring to it.
The quiet spaces are already 
full — because you are here.

Worth
Noting:

•	 The world would 
miss your particular kind 
of love. Love is not generic. 
It shows up in the way you 
notice when someone goes 
quiet and check on them 
anyway. It’s in how you re-
member a small detail some-
one told you six months ago, 
because to you it mattered. 
It’s in the tea you make for 
tired people, the “are you 
home safe?” text, the voice 
that says “I’m here” when 
someone is crying. If you 
weren’t born, someone 
would have gone through 
their hardest day without 
that exact kind of comfort — 
someone would have needed 
you, and you wouldn’t have 
been there to answer. The 
world would miss the way 
you love, because no one 
loves quite like you do.
•	 The world would 
also miss the problems 
only you can solve. You 
carry ideas no one else has 
thought of yet: a joke that 
would have made a stranger 
laugh on the worst day of 
their week, a way of explain-
ing something that finally 
makes it click, a song, a 
meal, a drawing, a solution 
at work that only your mind 
could connect. 

By: Mukama Phillip Kahigiriza 
mukphix@gmail.com 
........................................................................................................................
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PAWO Appointment, Business Record, and Controversy:

A Full Analysis of Stina Wu’s Role

Worth
Noting:

•	 Appointing authori-
ty: The Pan African Women’s 
Organisation (PAWO), a 
continental women’s rights and 
development body granted 
Specialized Agency status by 
the African Union in 2017. It is 
not an organ, department, or 
agency of the Government of 
Namibia.
•	 Appointee: Stina Wu, 
prominent businesswoman 
and investor active in Namibia 
since 1996.
•	 Official title: Special 
Economic Advisor to the Presi-
dent of PAWO
•	 Effective date: 7 July 
2026
•	 Remuneration: 
Explicitly stated as honorary 
and unpaid. No public or state 
funds are allocated to this role.
•	 Core mandate: To 
provide strategic advice on eco-
nomic development, cross-bor-
der investment promotion, 
inclusive entrepreneurship, and 
targeted strategies to advance 
women’s economic empow-
erment across the African 
continent, with a specific initial 
focus on Namibia and the 
Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) region.
•	 Terms of appointment: 
No fixed term of office; the 
appointment is revocable at 
any time by PAWO’s executive 
board through its internal 
governance procedures.

searching questions: Was 
this a formal government ap-
pointment? Could this role 
become a channel for un-
due influence or even state 
capture, given her extensive 
local business interests? And 
given well-documented fi-
nancial and legal challenges 
linked to her companies in 
recent years, does she have 
the credibility to hold an ad-
visory position focused on 
economic development?

Misinformation and mis-
understanding have cloud-
ed public discussion, with 
many incorrectly assuming 
Wu has been appointed to 
an official government post. 
This article sets out to clear 
the air, presenting verified 
facts, official documen-
tation and balanced, evi-
dence-based analysis. It ex-
plains the exact nature and 
scope of the appointment, 
draws a clear line between 
this civil society role and of-
ficial government advisory 
positions, examines allega-
tions of state capture, assess-
es her suitability against her 
business track record, and 
outlines the ethical safe-
guards needed to address 
legitimate public concerns.

The Appointment: Official 
Facts and Mandate

Verified Details of the Ap-
pointment

All information in this sec-
tion is drawn directly from 
PAWO’s official public state-
ment dated 7 July 2026, and 
remarks by PAWO Presi-
dent Eunice Iipinge at the 
announcement ceremony in 
Windhoek:
Appointing authority: The 
Pan African Women’s Or-
ganisation (PAWO), a con-
tinental women’s rights and 
development body granted 
Specialized Agency status by 
the African Union in 2017. 
It is not an organ, depart-
ment, or agency of the Gov-
ernment of Namibia.
Appointee: Stina Wu, prom-
inent businesswoman and 
investor active in Namibia 
since 1996.
Official title: Special Eco-
nomic Advisor to the Pres-
ident of PAWO
Effective date: 7 July 2026
Remuneration: Explicit-
ly stated as honorary and 
unpaid. No public or state 
funds are allocated to this 
role.
Core mandate: To provide 
strategic advice on econom-
ic development, cross-bor-
der investment promotion, 
inclusive entrepreneurship, 
and targeted strategies to 
advance women’s econom-
ic empowerment across 

the African continent, with 
a specific initial focus on 
Namibia and the Southern 
African Development Com-
munity (SADC) region.
Terms of appointment: No 
fixed term of office; the ap-
pointment is revocable at 
any time by PAWO’s execu-
tive board through its inter-

nal governance procedures.

In her official remarks, 
PAWO President Eunice 
Iipinge confirmed the ap-
pointment was made under 
PAWO’s constitutional rules, 
which do not restrict advi-
sory positions to African 
nationals. She noted: “We 

selected Ms Wu in recogni-
tion of her long experience 
as an investor, her track re-
cord of building business-
es in underserved regions 
of Namibia, and her stated 

Chinese-Namibian businesswoman Stina Wu (born Qiaoxia Wu)

By: Silas Mwaudasheni Nande  
 @themtkenyatimes
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PAWO Appointment, Business Record, and Controversy:

A Full Analysis of Stina Wu’s Role
commitment to supporting 
women-led enterprises. This 
role is focused entirely on 
advancing PAWO’s develop-
mental goals, not on influ-
encing government policy 
or commercial interests.”
Stina Wu, in accepting the 
appointment, stated: “I am 
deeply honoured to take on 
this responsibility. My fo-
cus will be to bridge gaps 
between investors and lo-
cal communities, open new 
markets for African women 
entrepreneurs, and work to 
create practical support sys-
tems that help women grow 
sustainable businesses. I un-
derstand the public scrutiny 
this role brings, and I com-
mit to acting with integrity 
at all times.”

Critical Distinction: PAWO 
Role vs. Official Govern-
ment Advisory Posts

This is the single most mis-
understood aspect of the 
appointment. Confusion 
between these two very dif-
ferent types of positions has 
fuelled much of the pub-
lic debate. The table below 
provides a clear, fact-based 
comparison:

Key Conclusion: On the 
basis of official facts and 
legal definitions, Stina Wu 
has not been appointed as 
an economic advisor to the 
Government of Namibia, 
the Office of the President, 
or any state ministry or 
agency. This is an indepen-
dent civil society advisory 
role, with no official authori-
ty, state powers, or public re-
sponsibilities attached. Mis-
representation of this role as 
a government appointment 
is factually incorrect.

Stina Wu’s Economic Inter-
ests and Business Footprint 
in Namibia

To understand the context 
of the appointment and the 
concerns raised, it is neces-
sary to outline Wu’s estab-
lished business presence and 
current economic interests 
in Namibia.

Background and Business 
Expansion

Stina Wu arrived in Namibia 
in 1996, starting with small-
scale retail trade before 
steadily expanding her busi-
ness interests into property 
development, hospitality, 
construction, and manu-
facturing. Over more than 

two decades, she became 
one of the most visible for-
eign investors operating in 
northern Namibia, a region 
often overlooked by major 
domestic and international 
developers.

At the peak of her business 
growth around 2018, her 
portfolio included high-pro-
file assets:

Etango Shopping Complex 
in Oshakati, valued at ap-
proximately N$41 million at 
launch
Galaxy Shopping Mall in 
Rundu, the largest commer-
cial centre in the Kavango 
East region, housing more 
than 50 local and national 
tenants
Rainbow Housing and Sun-
shine Village, large-scale 
residential development 
projects aimed at expanding 
affordable housing stock
Marigold Hotel Developer 
and AH Helmsman Group, 
her flagship entities oper-
ating in tourism infrastruc-
ture and civil construction
Stina Youth Growth Foun-
dation, her philanthropic 
initiative focused on voca-
tional training and youth 
enterprise support
Public estimates at the time 
placed the total value of her 
assets at over N$1 billion, 
making her one of the most 
prominent private investors 
in northern Namibia.

Current Economic Interests 
(as of mid-2026)

Wu and her family-con-
trolled business entities 
continue to hold significant 
economic interests across 
the country:

•	 Ownership and 
management of commercial 
land and property in Wind-
hoek, Oshakati, Rundu, and 
Ondangwa
•	 Active operations 
in construction, hospitality, 
and property management 
sectors
•	 Ongoing commer-
cial partnerships with local 
suppliers, contractors, and 
service providers
•	 Outstanding appli-
cations for municipal land 
allocation and development 
permits in several regional 
towns

All these businesses and 
assets are legally registered 
under Namibian company 
law, and her commercial ac-
tivities are legitimate. How-
ever, these interests mean 

her business success is close-
ly linked to government de-
cisions on land allocation, 
planning regulations, infra-
structure investment, and 
economic policy – a fact that 
forms the basis of concerns 
about potential conflicts of 
interest.

State Capture Allegations: 
Fact, Speculation, and Risk

One of the most serious con-
cerns raised by members of 
the public and some public 
commentators is the claim 
that this PAWO appoint-
ment could be a “backdoor 
mechanism” to facilitate 
state capture. For clarity, we 
use the definition formally 
adopted by the Namibian 
Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion: “the abuse of entrusted 
power or influence to shape 
state institutions, policies, or 
decisions for private gain, or 
to benefit a narrow group or 
individual rather than the 
public interest.”

Arguments Put Forward by 
Critics

Those who raise concerns 
about state capture base 
their arguments on three 
main observations:

Established political and 
institutional proximity: 
Wu has well-documented 
personal and business re-
lationships with senior fig-
ures in the ruling SWAPO 
Party, including former and 
current ministers, regional 
governors, and local munic-
ipal leaders. Critics argue 
the PAWO title will give her 
greater public standing and 
easier access to engage these 
decision-makers.
Potential for hidden influ-
ence: Even without official 
government powers, the title 
“Economic Advisor” carries 

significant prestige. There 
is concern that public offi-
cials, business partners, and 
the public may incorrectly 
perceive the role as a sign of 
government endorsement, 
which could translate into 
preferential treatment in 
land applications, contract 
awards, or regulatory ap-
provals.
Conflict of interest risk: As 
a major property developer 
and investor, Wu stands to 
gain financially from gov-
ernment policies that sup-
port infrastructure devel-
opment, ease land access, or 
promote foreign investment. 
Her advisory role could give 
her a platform to advocate 
for positions that align with 
her own commercial in-
terests, while appearing to 
speak in an independent ad-
visory capacity.

Factual Assessment of the 
Claims

When measured against 
available evidence, these 
concerns require careful 
separation between proven 
facts and reasonable specu-
lation:
No legal or institutional link 
to state power: There is no 
evidence or legal basis to 
suggest PAWO has the au-
thority to influence govern-
ment decisions, award state 
contracts, or alter public 
policy. Its role is limited to 
advocacy, programming, 
and advisory work focused 
on women’s empowerment.
No official mandate to en-
gage with government on 
policy: PAWO’s appoint-
ment documentation ex-
plicitly restricts Wu’s ad-
visory work to internal 
organizational strategy and 
programming, not to pro-
viding advice to government 
or shaping national policy.
No evidence of improp-

er conduct: To date, there 
have been no formal inves-
tigations, charges, or pros-
ecutions initiated by the 
Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion or any other authority 
against Wu related to brib-
ery, corruption, or improp-
er influence over state de-
cisions. Allegations remain 
within the realm of public 
debate, not proven fact.
PAWO’s independence: 
PAWO is funded primari-
ly through grants from the 
African Union, internation-
al development partners, 
and contributions from its 
member organizations, not 
through financial support 
from the Government of 
Namibia. Its governance 
structure is continental, not 
national.

Balanced Conclusion on 
State Capture

On the basis of available 
facts, this appointment does 
not in itself constitute state 
capture, nor does it create a 
formal mechanism for state 
capture. There is no evi-
dence to support claims that 
the role gives Wu power or 
access to manipulate state 
institutions for private gain.
However, the risk of per-
ceived influence and rep-
utational harm is real. 
Even without improper ac-
tions, the combination of a 
high-profile advisory title, 
extensive business interests, 
and established political 
connections creates an en-
vironment where prefer-
ential treatment could be 
suspected. This perception 
itself erodes public trust, 
and carries real risks for 
both PAWO’s reputation and 
public confidence in gover-

Worth
Noting:

•	

Chinese-Namibian businesswoman Stina Wu (born Qiaoxia Wu)

 .................................

Contd Page 13

Contd from Page 10
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

..............................................



DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL 
SAT-FRI: July 11 - July 17, 2026

DIASPORA NEWS12

A ‘Little Dictatorship’? Oburu Odinga’s remarks 
and the betrayal of a democratic legacy

The reported remarks by Oburu Odinga urging President William Ruto to “embrace a little dictatorship” 
have triggered one of the most thought-provoking political debates in recent months. Whether the state-
ment was made in jest, frustration, or conviction, its implications cannot be dismissed lightly. 

POLITICS

The reported remarks by 
Oburu Odinga urging 
President William Ruto to 
“embrace a little dictator-
ship” have triggered one of 
the most thought-provok-
ing political debates in re-
cent months. Whether the 
statement was made in jest, 
frustration, or conviction, 
its implications cannot be 
dismissed lightly. For many 
Kenyans, it sounded like 
an endorsement of a phi-
losophy that generations of 
democracy advocates spent 
decades resisting.
What makes the remarks 
particularly striking is not 
merely what was said, but 
who said it.
The Odinga name occupies 
a unique place in Kenya’s 
political history. For de-
cades, Raila Odinga became 
the face of resistance against 
authoritarianism, elector-
al injustice, and the abuse 
of state power. His politi-
cal career inspired millions 
who believed that democ-
racy flourishes only when 
citizens are free to criticize 
those in authority without 
intimidation or fear.
One did not have to support 
Raila politically to acknowl-
edge that his name became 
synonymous with the strug-
gle for constitutionalism, 

political freedoms, and ac-
countable governance. From 
the fight for multiparty de-
mocracy to the campaign 
for constitutional reforms, 
the Odinga political tradi-
tion came to symbolize re-
sistance against dictatorship.
It is against this historical 
background that Oburu 
Odinga’s reported call for “a 
little dictatorship” has un-
settled many Kenyans.
Can there really be such a 
thing as “a little dictator-
ship”?
History answers that ques-
tion with remarkable con-
sistency.
Authoritarianism rarely ar-
rives wearing military boots. 
It often begins with seem-
ingly harmless suggestions 
that democracy should oc-
casionally make room for 
strong-handed rule. It starts 
when leaders become impa-
tient with criticism, when 
dissent is portrayed as sabo-
tage, and when constitution-
al freedoms are treated as 
inconveniences rather than 
guarantees.
The framers of Kenya’s Con-
stitution understood this 
danger. That is why they 
entrenched freedom of ex-
pression, peaceful assembly, 
association, and political 
participation as fundamen-

tal rights. These freedoms 
exist not to protect govern-
ments but to protect citizens 
from governments.
Every administration, re-
gardless of political persua-
sion, benefits from praise. 
Democracy, however, is 
measured by how govern-
ments respond to criticism.
That is why the reported re-
marks have generated dis-
comfort even among those 
who have historically ad-
mired the Odinga political 
tradition. They appear, at 
least on the surface, to con-
tradict the democratic prin-
ciples many ODM support-
ers defended for years.
Political loyalty should nev-
er supersede constitutional 
principle.
Today’s opposition may be-
come tomorrow’s govern-
ment, just as today’s gov-
ernment may eventually 
find itself in opposition. The 
rights we defend when our 
allies are out of power are 
the same rights that protect 
us when our opponents gov-
ern.
Perhaps the greatest conse-
quence of Oburu Odinga’s 
reported remarks is not the 
controversy they have gen-
erated but the difficult ques-
tions they leave hanging 
over Kenya’s political land-

scape.
Has the generation that 
fought authoritarianism be-
gun to normalize it?
Can leaders who once de-
manded democratic space 
now urge the government 
to embrace “a little dictator-
ship”?
Has political expediency 
overtaken political princi-
ple?
Beyond the familiar polit-
ical slogans, what lasting 
contribution does Oburu 
Odinga himself wish history 
to remember? Leadership is 
not measured by proximi-
ty to power or longevity in 
politics. It is measured by 
ideas, public service, institu-
tion-building, and the cour-
age to defend constitutional 
values even when doing so is 
politically inconvenient.
The debate is therefore larg-
er than Oburu Odinga.
It is about Kenya.
It is about whether consti-
tutional freedoms remain 
sacred regardless of who oc-
cupies State House.
It is about whether our de-
mocracy is strong enough 
to reject authoritarian lan-
guage even when it comes 
from respected political vet-
erans.
History has little patience 
for leaders who compro-

mise principles for political 
convenience. It remembers 
those who expanded free-
dom, strengthened insti-
tutions, and defended the 
rights of ordinary citizens.
As Kenyans reflect on these 
remarks, one question re-
mains impossible to ignore: 
Should democracy be de-
fended only when one is 
in the opposition, or is it a 
principle that must remain 
constant regardless of who 
holds power?
The answer to that question 
will define not only Obu-
ru Odinga’s place in public 
memory but also the char-
acter of Kenya’s democracy 
for generations to come.

About the author
Simiyu S Stanford is a PhD 
Student in Literature, Ma-
sinde Muliro University of 
Science and Technology; a 
Part-time Lecturer, Kaimosi 
Friends University; Politi-
cal Analyst; Prolific Author 
of The Ring of the Moon, 
Robai Nabisino Makokha, 
and Of Walls Unbroken and 
Other Stories.

Worth
Noting:

•	 Authoritarianism 
rarely arrives wearing mil-
itary boots. It often begins 
with seemingly harmless 
suggestions that democracy 
should occasionally make 
room for strong-handed 
rule. It starts when leaders 
become impatient with 
criticism, when dissent is 
portrayed as sabotage, and 
when constitutional free-
doms are treated as inconve-
niences rather than guaran-
tees.
•	 The framers of 
Kenya’s Constitution under-
stood this danger. That is 
why they entrenched free-
dom of expression, peaceful 
assembly, association, and 
political participation as 
fundamental rights. These 
freedoms exist not to protect 
governments but to protect 
citizens from governments.
•	 Every administra-
tion, regardless of political 
persuasion, benefits from 
praise. Democracy, however, 
is measured by how govern-
ments respond to criticism.
•	 That is why the re-
ported remarks have gener-
ated discomfort even among 
those who have historically 
admired the Odinga polit-
ical tradition. They appear, 
at least on the surface, to 
contradict the democratic 
principles many ODM sup-
porters defended for years.

Oburu Odinga

By: Simiyu S Stanford
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PAWO Appointment, Business Record, and Controversy:

A Full Analysis of Stina Wu’s Role

nance.

Business Performance and Chal-
lenges: Does She Merit the Appoint-
ment?

Another central question in public 
discussion is whether Wu’s busi-
ness track record justifies her ap-
pointment as an economic advisor. 
Supporters point to her investment 
and job creation record, while crit-
ics highlight significant financial 
difficulties and legal disputes in re-
cent years. A balanced assessment 
requires consideration of both sides 
of the record.

Established Achievements

Supporters of the appointment 
highlight substantial contributions:

Significant investment in under-
served regions: Wu has injected an 
estimated N$600 million into Na-
mibia’s economy since 2007, pri-
marily in northern regions where 
few developers were willing to in-
vest. This has expanded commercial 
and residential infrastructure in his-
torically underdeveloped areas.
Job creation: At peak operation, her 
businesses have provided hundreds 
of direct jobs in construction, retail, 
hospitality, and property manage-
ment, alongside indirect employ-
ment for suppliers and service pro-
viders.
Market access and networks: Her 
international business connections 
have created opportunities to link 
Namibian producers and entrepre-
neurs with regional and global mar-
kets.
Support for women and youth: 
Through her foundation and direct 
business initiatives, she has provid-
ed scholarships, enterprise training, 
and market access support to wom-
en and young people in rural com-
munities.

These achievements align closely 
with the criteria PAWO cited for her 
appointment: investment leader-
ship, entrepreneurship experience, 
and commitment to community de-
velopment.

Financial and Legal Challenges

Critics, however, point to well-doc-
umented financial setbacks and le-
gal disputes reported in local media 
and recorded in the High Court of 
Namibia over recent years:
Outstanding debt and loan disputes: 
In October 2024, the Development 
Bank of Namibia (DBN) launched 
legal action against Wu-linked en-
tity Marigold Hotel Developer to 
recover N$68.4 million in unpaid 

loans and accumulated interest, cit-
ing repeated breaches of repayment 
agreements. Mediation efforts failed 
in April 2026, and the case remains 
before the courts. Separately, First 
National Bank (FNB) initiated pro-
ceedings in early 2025 to recover 
N$35 million from African New 
Era Investments, another company 
linked to Wu.
Commercial legal disputes: In 2023, 
private property owner Esmerel-
da Manahi launched legal action 
against Wu, claiming N$24 million 
in unpaid property purchase instal-
ments plus N$2.1 million in out-
standing rent, alongside allegations 
of property damage and devalua-
tion. This civil dispute remains un-
resolved.
Delayed and abandoned projects: 
The high-profile Gala Square/Chi-
natown development in Windhoek 
was announced in 2018 as a N$150 
million mixed-use project, but re-
mains incomplete and vacant as of 
mid-2026 with no confirmed com-
pletion timeline. Similarly, the 550-
unit Sunshine Village housing proj-
ect in Kaisosi faced repeated delays, 
contract disputes, and work stop-
pages, leaving more than 120 work-
ers without employment in 2020.
Governance concerns: Court doc-
uments and business reports indi-
cate repeated attempts to refinance 
debt obligations, with several loan 
applications rejected by commer-
cial banks due to weak financial ra-
tios and poor project performance. 
Small business associations have 
also raised concerns about alleged 
labor non-compliance, underpay-
ment of workers, and preference for 
imported labor over local employees 
– allegations Wu has consistently 
denied.
It is important to note that Wu has 
never been convicted of any crimi-
nal offence, including fraud, theft, 
or tax evasion. All disputes are civil 
matters related to contracts, debt, 
and business performance, not 
criminal wrongdoing.

Assessment of Suitability

Evaluating whether Wu deserves 
this role requires applying two dif-
ferent sets of standards:

Against PAWO’s selection criteria: 
PAWO explicitly selected her based 
on experience in investment, entre-
preneurship, and commitment to 
women’s empowerment. On these 
criteria, her track record is sub-
stantial and relevant. She has built 
businesses from scratch, mobilized 
significant capital, and operated in 
challenging environments – expe-
rience that brings practical value to 
the role.
Against public expectations: For 
many members of the public, an 
economic advisor should demon-
strate consistent financial respon-
sibility, accountability, and sound 
governance. Her history of large-
scale debt defaults, stalled projects, 

and ongoing legal disputes raises 
legitimate questions: Can someone 
who has faced significant challenges 
managing their own financial affairs 
provide credible advice to others on 
sustainable economic development?
Balanced conclusion: Wu brings 
genuine, valuable practical experi-
ence to the role, but her recent fi-
nancial and governance challenges 
are significant and valid grounds 
for scrutiny. She is not unqualified, 
but neither does she have an un-
blemished record. Her suitability 
will ultimately be judged on how she 
performs in the role, and how she 
manages potential conflicts between 
her business interests and her advi-
sory responsibilities.

Ethical Risks and Recommended 
Safeguards

While the appointment is legal and 
legitimate, it carries clear ethical and 
reputational risks. To address public 
concerns and ensure the role deliv-
ers on its intended purpose, practi-
cal safeguards are needed:
Public conflict of interest disclosure: 
PAWO should require Wu to make 
a full public declaration of all her 
business interests, assets, and ongo-
ing legal disputes, and update this 
declaration annually. She should 
formally recuse herself from any 
work, advice, or discussions that 
could directly or indirectly benefit 
her commercial interests.
Published terms of reference: PAWO 
should release a detailed, public 
document outlining exactly what 
the role entails, what activities are 

permitted, and clear restrictions on 
using the title for commercial lobby-
ing or personal benefit.
Independent oversight: Establish an 
independent ethics committee with-
in PAWO to review potential con-
flicts of interest, monitor adherence 
to the role’s mandate, and address 
public complaints.
Regular public reporting: Wu 
should publish a short public prog-
ress report every six months, outlin-
ing activities undertaken, outcomes 
achieved, and confirming no con-
flicts of interest have arisen.
Clear public communication: 
PAWO and Wu should consistently 
clarify the nature of the role in all 
public engagements, to prevent on-
going misunderstanding that it is a 
government position.

Conclusion

Stina Wu’s appointment as Special 
Economic Advisor to the Pan Af-
rican Women’s Organisation is a 
legitimate, legal appointment with-
in a civil society structure – not a 
government position, nor an official 
state role. Misrepresentation of this 
fact has been the source of much un-
necessary confusion and concern.
On the question of state capture: 
There is no factual evidence to con-
clude the appointment enables or 
constitutes state capture. However, 
the perceived influence that could 
come with the title creates real rep-
utational and governance risks that 
must be addressed through trans-
parency and safeguards.
On the question of suitability: Wu 

brings valuable experience as an 
investor and entrepreneur, partic-
ularly in underserved regions, and 
has contributed to economic ac-
tivity and social development. But 
her significant financial challenges, 
debt disputes, and project failures 
are valid matters of public concern 
that cannot be dismissed. Her ap-
pointment is controversial precisely 
because her record is mixed – she 
has achieved much, but also faced 
significant difficulties.
Ultimately, this appointment will 
be judged not by the title, nor by 
past achievements or failures alone, 
but by actions and outcomes. If Wu 
uses her experience and networks 
to genuinely advance women’s eco-
nomic empowerment, deliver prac-
tical results, and maintain full trans-
parency, public concern will fade. 
If she uses the role to advance her 
own commercial interests, or fails 
to demonstrate accountability, the 
concerns raised today will be con-
firmed.
For now, the facts show a legal but 
controversial appointment – one 
that deserves careful oversight, bal-
anced scrutiny, and the opportu-
nity to prove its value, rather than 
pre-emptive acceptance or condem-
nation.

Sources: PAWO official statement 7 
July 2026; The Namibian; Namibian 
Sun; High Court of Namibia case 
records 2023–2026; Development 
Bank of Namibia public statements; 
African Union PAWO accreditation 
documents.

Chinese-Namibian businesswoman Stina Wu (born Qiaoxia Wu)
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The scale of what is now at stake is 
difficult to overstate. The Europe-
an Union has said a major military 
build-up by the RSF threatens a city 
sheltering roughly 500,000 civilians, 
including around 100,000 people 
already displaced from other parts 
of the country, while a coalition of 
nations including Britain, Germany, 
Ireland, the Netherlands and Nor-
way formally requested an urgent 
debate at the UN Human Rights 
Council, warning that approximate-
ly 500,000 civilians are at risk of be-
ing targeted in large-scale violence.

A city under relentless bombard-
ment

The immediate crisis has been driv-
en by an intensifying campaign of 
drone warfare. The UN’s human 
rights chief, Volker Türk, told the 
Human Rights Council in Gene-
va that his office documented 15 
drone strikes on El Obeid and its 
surrounding areas in the space of 
just three weeks last month, killing 
at least 45 civilians. Describing the 
weapons involved, Türk said the 
strikes — launched by the former 
battlefield allies now locked in con-
flict, the paramilitary Rapid Support 
Forces and the national Sudanese 
Armed Forces — have repeatedly 
struck markets, schools, fuel sta-
tions, water infrastructure and civil-
ian vehicles.
The human cost of trying to escape 
has become as severe as the risk of 
staying. Türk said that some resi-
dents are selling their belongings 
simply to finance their escape from 
the city, while for many others the 
exorbitant cost of transport and con-
stant attacks on vehicles along exit 
routes make leaving impossible. He 
added that his office had document-
ed patterns of summary executions, 
abductions, torture and ill-treat-
ment, sexual violence and looting 
along the routes taken by displaced 
people across the Kordofan region.

That account was echoed by Mona 
Rishmawi of the UN’s Independent 
International Fact-Finding Mission 
for Sudan, who addressed the same 
urgent debate. “We have spoken 
with residents of the city. Fear is 
pervasive,” Rishmawi said, describ-
ing how footage and statements cir-
culating on social media accounts 
affiliated with the RSF showed mil-
itary build-up around El Obeid and 
preparations to enter the city. She 
told the council that hospitals, mar-
kets, schools and residential areas 
had reportedly been struck, causing 
civilian casualties and disrupting 
essential services, with women and 
children among those killed and in-
jured.
A separate joint statement from UN 
human rights experts, cited by Al Ja-
zeera, put the toll starkly: “Ten con-
secutive days of drone strikes have 
killed at least 50 civilians across El 
Obeid and North Kordofan, and 
have caused significant damage to 
civilian infrastructure,” the experts 

said, adding that “widespread cred-
ible reports of ethnically targeted 
violence, including sexual and gen-
der-based violence, are deplorable.”

Encirclement and the fear of a sec-
ond El Fasher

The pattern unfolding around El 
Obeid has drawn direct and repeat-
ed comparison to the fall of El Fash-
er, the North Darfur capital that en-
dured an 18-month siege before RSF 
forces overran it last October. That 
assault led to a three-day rampage 
in which roughly 6,000 people were 
killed, according to UN accounts 
of war crimes and crimes against 
humanity, and Amnesty Interna-
tional has since accused the RSF of 
committing crimes against human-
ity and ethnic cleansing during the 
massacre.
Officials fear El Obeid is now follow-
ing the same trajectory. Mohamed 
Refaat, the International Organiza-
tion for Migration’s Chief of Mission 

for Sudan, warned from Port Sudan 
that “there is concern that El Obeid 
could become the next El Fasher,” 
noting that residents there have 
been stranded for months and that, 
without action, there will be a repeat 
of what happened in El Fasher. In 
earlier remarks, Refaat said El Obeid 
is approaching a total siege that will 
soon leave civilians unable to leave 
or return safely, warning conditions 
could soon match those seen in El 
Fasher.
Latest information from the city 
indicates the RSF now controls all 
surrounding routes except towards 
the east, according to the UN Hu-
man Rights Council briefing, with 
residents describing growing mili-
tary movement around the city and 
increasing insecurity from drone 
attacks along the remaining exit 
routes.
Türk himself framed the stakes for 
the international system as a whole, 
not just for Sudan. “El Obeid is a 
classic case that shows why the use 
of the veto should be limited, as pro-
posed by France and Mexico more 
than 10 years ago,” he told the coun-
cil, while stressing that accountabil-
ity for crimes already committed 
must follow, and welcoming the 
continued engagement of the Inter-
national Criminal Court in seeking 
justice for Sudan’s war victims.

Why El Obeid matters strategically

Beyond the immediate humanitar-
ian toll, El Obeid’s fall would car-
ry significant strategic weight. The 
city is the primary gateway linking 
Khartoum, some 550 kilometres to 
the northeast, with the vast Darfur 
region, and is a stronghold of the 
Sudanese Armed Forces’ 5th Infan-
try Division, known as Al-Hagana 
or the “Camel Corps.” It also hosts 
an airbase, a major oil pipeline and a 

large gum arabic market.
Analysts say control of the city 
would reshape the balance of the 
wider war. Ahmed Ben Omer, an in-
dependent Sudan analyst, told Al Ja-
zeera that the city sits at the heart of 
a network linking Darfur, Kordofan 
and central Sudan, and that control 
of it would give the RSF an oppor-
tunity to connect vast geographical 
areas and rebuild its political project 
after losing Khartoum — a reference 
to the RSF’s expulsion from the na-
tional capital in March 2025. Who-
ever holds El Obeid effectively con-
trols a key gateway through which 
goods, people and supplies flow into 
central Sudan.
Kholood Khair, another Sudanese 
affairs researcher, offered a blunter 
assessment of the motives driving 
the battle, telling Al Jazeera that the 
fight for El Obeid is fundamentally 
about “power, land and money.” The 
siege has already driven food pric-
es sharply higher; the encirclement 
has seen prices surge by up to 300 
percent, leaving much of the popu-
lation unable to afford rising costs or 
reach safety. One resident, 35-year-
old Aqsam Mohammed, has been 
forced to walk long distances to se-
cure murky, undrinkable water for 
her seven children after strikes crip-
pled electricity and water services.

Civilians caught between rival nar-
ratives

Observers increasingly describe the 
contest for El Obeid as being fought 
as much through competing narra-
tives as through military manoeu-
vre, with each side seeking to shape 
international opinion ahead of any 
major escalation on the ground. One 
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regional analysis argued that warn-
ings of an “imminent attack” on El 
Obeid have coincided with military 
movements by the Sudanese army 
and allied militias in North Kordo-
fan, which some observers believe 
are intended to divert attention 
from preparations under way in ar-
eas such as Jabra Al-Sheikh and Ra-
had Al-Nuba, while channelling in-
ternational pressure toward a single 
narrative favouring the authorities 
based in Port Sudan.
That same analysis placed the pro-
tection of civilians squarely at the 
centre of the crisis, arguing that the 
presence of hundreds of thousands 
of civilians inside a city threatened 
by escalation must not be turned 
into a bargaining chip or a means 
of securing military or propaganda 
advantage for any party. According 
to field accounts cited in the report, 
the Sudanese army and allied mili-
tias — including groups linked to 
the Islamic Movement — have been 
preventing civilians from leaving El 
Obeid, raising fears that residents 
could be trapped or used as human 
shields should fighting intensify.
For their part, the RSF and its polit-
ical umbrella, the Sudan Founding 
Alliance, have sought to position 
themselves as willing to mitigate 
the humanitarian fallout. The two 
groups announced their readiness 
to open safe corridors for civilians 
wishing to leave El Obeid, in line 
with the principles of internation-
al humanitarian law, and said they 
were willing to coordinate with the 
United Nations and international 
and regional organisations to ensure 
the delivery of humanitarian assis-
tance and the protection of civilians.
Verifying claims from either side 
has proved difficult. Continued de-
nial of access to Sudan for the UN’s 
Fact-Finding Mission has under-
mined independent verification, 
fuelling competing narratives and 
giving warring parties greater scope 
to use the humanitarian file as a fur-
ther weapon in the conflict. Com-
pounding the danger, the same anal-
ysis noted that the drone campaign 
has been enabled by external supply 
lines, with the increasing use of Ira-
nian- and Turkish-made drones by 
the Sudanese army and allied bat-
talions expanding both the scope 
and nature of violations, including 
strikes on residential neighbour-
hoods, markets and civilian facilities 
in areas not necessarily witnessing 
direct confrontation.

Aid agencies sound the alarm

Humanitarian organisations op-
erating in Sudan say the country’s 
aid architecture is buckling under 
the strain of a war now well into 
its fourth year. The Internation-
al Rescue Committee warned that 

escalating RSF drone strikes on El 
Obeid are killing civilians, cutting 
off access to food, water and fuel, 
and paving the way for a ground of-
fensive that would put hundreds of 
thousands of people at grave risk of 
a major humanitarian emergency. 
The charity said drone strikes on 
fuel depots and water stations have 
left residents facing acute shortages 
of both, and that civilians risk be-
ing trapped in the city if key evac-
uation routes toward Kosti are cut 
off, warning starkly that “El Obeid 
risks facing the same trajectory” as 
El Fasher “without sustained inter-
national action to halt the offensive.”
The strain on humanitarian opera-
tions extends well beyond El Obeid 
itself. Zoe Brennan of the Interna-
tional Organization for Migration 
said the number of newly displaced 
people across the wider Kordofan 
region has surged by nearly two-
thirds in just three months, with the 
agency documenting more than 100 
displacement-triggering incidents 
in under nine months — an average 
of one major incident every two to 
three days. Refaat, speaking sepa-
rately, said the IOM’s resources are 
completely depleted, particularly for 
emergency shelter and food items, 
and criticised the international trend 
of reducing humanitarian funding 
even as global defence spending ris-
es, calling instead for member states 
to invest clearly in peace.
Attacks on humanitarian operations 
themselves have added to the toll. 
UNHCR spokesperson Eujin Byun 
confirmed that a driver survived an 
attack on a UN refugee agency vehi-
cle, though the entire consignment 
it carried was lost — the second 
time this year a UNHCR vehicle has 
been struck in Sudan. “This reflects 
a deeply worrying trend of attacks 
affecting civilians,” Byun said, call-
ing for guaranteed safe and secure 
humanitarian access across the 

country. The UN has described Su-
dan as the second most deadly envi-
ronment globally for humanitarian 
workers.
Amid the grim assessments, Sudan’s 
own representative to the Human 
Rights Council struck a note of de-
fiance on behalf of his home city. 
“For your information I am from 
El Obeid; this wounded city, it will 
never fall, as long as we are alive,” 
said Salim Ahmed Ibrahim, ad-
dressing fellow ambassadors during 
the council’s proceedings.

Diplomatic manoeuvring continues

Efforts to broker a broader end to 
the conflict have so far struggled to 
gain traction. Sudan’s foreign min-
istry recently denied it had rejected 
a US proposal to end the war, de-
scribing remarks by Massad Boulos, 

an adviser to US President Donald 
Trump, as “inaccurate,” and insist-
ing it had engaged constructively 
with the proposal while remaining 
committed to the May 2023 Jeddah 
declaration. The European Union, 
meanwhile, has said it is watching 
the situation with alarm as a mem-
ber of the diplomatic Quintet mon-
itoring Sudan, and has warned that 
any attack targeting the civilian pop-
ulation, obstruction of safe passage, 
or deliberate blocking of humanitar-
ian access would constitute a viola-
tion of international humanitarian 
law. “El Obeid cannot become an-
other El Fasher,” the bloc’s statement 
said, warning that violations “will 
lead the EU to consider robust mea-
sures against those responsible.”
There has been at least one incre-
mental sign of movement on hu-
manitarian access. The United Na-

tions has welcomed Sudan’s decision 
to extend the opening of an aid cor-
ridor with neighbouring Chad, even 
as it continues to express concern 
over the ongoing escalation in El 
Obeid.
For now, though, the balance of evi-
dence points toward a city standing 
on the edge of catastrophe, with ri-
val forces still contesting not only 
its streets but the story the world is 
told about them. As the UN’s senior 
officials have repeatedly stressed, 
the priority for the international 
community must be independently 
verified fact over competing claims 
— and above all, the safety of the 
roughly half a million people who 
remain inside El Obeid’s shrinking 
perimeter, with fewer routes out by 
the day.
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Life is such an amazing thing 
that we take everything for 
granted. What we read and 
hear is of-ten taken at face 
value. Look at social media: 
What we read or see there 
is taken as the gospel truth. 
Often, what is told are facts 
twisted to suit the narra-
tor, who may have an axe to 
grind.
It is a well-known fact that 
a story starts from an al-
most honest footing, but as 
it travels from one mouth to 
the other along the long line 
of people who have heard if 
from someone they know or 
someone they think that they 
know, it changes direction 
with added spices and half-
baked truths, insinuations, 
allegations or what they think 
they should say: Call it gossip, 
call it tittle tat-tle, call it what 
you may – back biting? The 
biggest culprit is the rumour 
machine with half-baked 
truths. The face value of an 
honest comment is lost to the 
winds. Let’s say some people 
make a mountain out of a 
molehill.
Politics is often about con-
vincing the sceptics with 
outright lies, concocted facts, 
and promises that crumble 
like cookies. Politicians are 
pathological liars who will 
say anything to win votes and 
fool the public into believing 
they are there to look after 
the welfare of those people 
who voted for them and the 
public in general. Contrary 
to that, they have their own 
axe to grind. But not all of us 
are politicians, and many of 
us still have a conscience and 
the sincerity and goodwill to 
be good citizens.
Flip the other side of the coin, 
as we say, every story has an-
other side.
Take life and let us search 
its meaning beyond appear-
ances. Appearances can de-
ceive. A stink-ing rich person 
flaunting his wealth with the 
motto: Money is not the prob-
lem, how to spend it is the 
problem, could be earning his 
wealth by breaking the law - a 

smuggler, a people trafficker, 
a pimp, a dealer in drugs. The 
well-meaning public, admir-
ing his wealth, only finds out 

the truth after his racket is 
smashed and the law steps in. 
Some people may not believe 
what is being said about this 

person in public until they 
see him handcuffed in the 
media with screaming head-
lines and breaking news.
There are two sides to the 
coin, as we say. Let us look 
at the consequences of ‘loose 
talk’.
We often jump to conclu-
sions without considering 
the consequences or the out-
comes they may have later. 
We should be more patient, 
observant, and persevering 
in our approach to what we 
see and hear around us, and 
make decisions accordingly.
Life is not a one-way street; 
rather, it is a point of intersec-
tion where many roads, high-
ways, and pathways converge. 
For example, are all prisoners 
vindictive? Or might some of 
them be victims of false al-
legations or miscarriages of 
justice? Before judging oth-
ers, we should remember that 
appearances and assumptions 
do not always reveal the com-
plete truth.
This contrast teaches us that 
patience, resilience, and for-
bearance are powerful vir-
tues. My grandmother’s re-
minder that true strength lies 
in self-restraint can inspire 
the audience to feel hopeful 
and confident in the power of 
peaceful perseverance.
This is a lesson for people 
who take to the streets at the 
drop of a hat. People have 
been seen joining protests 
just for the sake of it, to swell 
the crowds, or because they 
have nothing better to do 
with their lives and are un-
employable or do not wish to 
work - why not spend a few 
hours complaining?
 
All this reminds me of the 
period when India was un-
der British colonial rule. Al-
though political co-lonialism 
ended in 1947, one may argue 
that many colonial patterns 
of thought-such as defer-ence 
to Western standards of 
success, dress, and educa-
tion-continue to shape our 
social con-sciousness. In sev-
eral ways, we have yet to free 
ourselves from the obsession 
with appearances, hierarchy, 
and the need for validation 
through Western standards. 
These attitudes were not ac-
ci-dental; they were carefully 
cultivated during the colonial 
period and became deeply 
embedded in our collective 
psyche. Consequently, Eu-
rocentric ways of thinking 
continue to influence our 
per-ceptions, often without 
our even realising it.

This is precisely where Ed-
ward Said’s concept of Orien-
talism becomes relevant. Said 
argues that the West did not 
merely study the East; it con-
structed and represented the 
East according to its own in-
terests and imagination. The 
Orient was portrayed through 
a Western lens—as exotic, ir-
ra-tional, backwards, and in 
need of guidance—while the 
West positioned itself as ra-
tional, civilised, and superior. 
In other words, the West as-
sumed the authority to define 
and speak for the East.
Such representations were 
not innocent descriptions; 
they became instruments of 
power that jus-tified colonial 
domination.
Although colonial rule has 
formally ended, many of 
these Eurocentric assump-
tions-such as per-ceptions 

of beauty, language, and so-
cial hierarchy-remain deep-
ly rooted in Indian society. 
They continue to shape our 
understanding of identity, 
culture, and social status. 
Therefore, when we discuss 
the importance of appear-
ances, we must also recog-
nise how colonial discourse 
has influ-enced how we see 
ourselves and how we believe 
others should see us.
Even though the British have 
long been gone, their influ-
ence still exists. Persistent 
British colonial cultural pat-
terns among Indians include 
the emphasis on English 
fluency, reliance on English 
common law and parlia-
mentary governance, a bu-
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English woman Krishna devotee from England who chose to stay 
in India  Photo Courtesy

British  Colonial style Champagne-Lounge-style still lives on 
in modern India despite seven decades of independence. Photo 

Courtesy

Shri Shri Krishna Balaram Rath Yatra Mahotsava at  ISKCON 
Delhi has many native  British devotees based in India.

Kasauli born British Indian Ruskin Bond, the legendary children’s 
writer now 92, has made his home in Mussoories, India, despite 

having family links to England. Photo Courtesy
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reaucratic ‘babu’ mentality, 
and an enduring passion for 
British-introduced sports like 
cricket. These patterns define 
institutional and social be-
haviours across the subcon-
tinent.
Political independence 
marked the end of British 
rule in India. Still, an import-
ant question contin-ues to de-
mand attention: Did colonial-
ism merely occupy our land, 
or did it also shape our ways 
of thinking? More important-
ly, have we truly decolonised 
our minds-our perceptions, 
values, and self-image-so that 
we can forge an authentic cul-
tural identity?
This question becomes par-
ticularly relevant in contem-
porary India, where public 
discourse often oscillates 
between patience and polari-
sation, dialogue and confron-
tation. While one section of 
society believes in restraint, 
perseverance, and peaceful 
engagement, another increas-
ingly views protest and ag-
gression as the first response 
to disagreement. The chal-
lenge lies not merely in polit-
ical differences but in under-
standing the historical forces 
that continue to influence our 
collec-tive consciousness.
Edward Said’s Orientalism of-
fers an important framework 
for examining this legacy. 

Said argued that colonial-
ism was sustained not only 
through military and political 
domination but also through 
systems of knowledge that al-
lowed the West to define and 
represent the East. The Orient 
was portrayed as irrational, 
backward, and dependent, 
while the West positioned it-
self as rational, progressive, 
and superior. These represen-
tations were not neutral; they 
became instruments of power 
that shaped how colonised 
societies came to perceive 
themselves.
Although colonial rule for-
mally ended decades ago, 
many of these inherited as-
sumptions persist. Eurocen-
tric standards still influence 

perceptions of language, ed-
ucation, beauty, social status, 
and even cultural legitimacy. 
In subtle ways, colonial pat-
terns of thinking continue to 
shape social attitudes and ev-
eryday interactions.
India’s remarkable diversity 
of cultures, religions, castes, 
and communities should be a 
source of strength. Yet, social 
divisions are often reinforced 
by inherited prejudices and 
hierarchical ways
 
of thinking. In many instanc-
es, these divisions resemble a 
form of internal colonisation, 
in which people judge one 
another by rigid social cate-
gories rather than by shared 
humanity.

Casteism, not inherited from 
the British colonisers, has 
made a dent in the social 
classes and is used as a power 
leverage to keep the less pow-
erful and poor under their 
thumb and suppress them. 
That has to be eradicated if 
India is move into the league 
of modern nations. A nation’s 
strength is known by the suc-
cess of the people living there 
and not suppression.
The colour of blood of those 
in the lower castes is not any 
different from the blood of 
the ‘high’ priestly class—the 
Brahmins.
The British were racists and 
they looked down upon at 
all the Indians as ‘coolies’. At 
least, merci-fully, that form of 

racism no longer exists in in-
dependent India. These days 
it’s how rich and influ-ential 
and politically connected you 
are that does the talking.
We have seen how, over the 
years, young white British 
people have come to India 
to follow Hin-duism, live 
in the ashrams, and follow 
Hindu culture because of its 
uniqueness and the lure of 
the holy Ganges River set-
tling in places like Haridwar, 
Kashi and other places with 
religious connec-tions. They 
have learned how to play the 
sitar and harmonium and en-
joy Indian culinary delights. 
The foundations of this were 
laid by the Hare Krishna 
Movement (ISKCON) and 
the Beatles pop group in Brit-
ain, who established bases in 
India.
We have not forgotten writ-
ers likethe British-blood 
Ruskin Bond, the legendary 
children’s writer who set up 
base in Mussoorie in the Hi-
malayas. He is now in his 90s. 
The other name that comes 
to mind is the late Bollywood 
actor Tom Alter, who studied 
at Wynberg Allen School in 
Mussoorie. There are many 
white Britons like these two 
who refused to return to 
Britain after In-dia’s inde-
pendence, choosing to stay in 
India. The famous BBC Radio 
and TV Broadcaster, the late 
Mark Tully, also lived in India 
until his death. He was fluent 
in Hindi like Bond and Altar.
Indian cities like New Delhi, 
Mumbai, Kolkata, still have 
small numbers of second and 

third gener-ation white Brit-
ish people living there whose 
parents refused to return to 
the United Kingdom, prefer-
ring to be Indian citizens.
Decolonisation, therefore, is 
not simply a historical event; 
it is an ongoing intellectu-
al and cultural process. It 
requires questioning inher-
ited assumptions, rejecting 
imposed hierarchies, and 
em-bracing a more inclusive 
understanding of identity. 
True freedom is achieved not 
only when politi-cal chains 
are broken but also when the 
mind is liberated from the 
structures of domination that 
colonialism leaves behind.
Perhaps the most enduring 
lesson comes not from po-
litical theory alone but from 
the values that generations 
before us quietly practised—
patience, self-restraint, re-
silience, and compassion. 
These virtues remind us that 
a truly decolonised society is 
built not on anger or division 
but on empathy, critical re-
flection, and mutual respect. 
Only then can India fully 
realise the promise of both 
political independence and 
intellectual freedom.
Our writer:
Antara Roy Bhattacharjee is 
an established Indian jour-
nalist, author and education-
ist based in Kolkata. Her ar-
ticles have been published in 
various publications.

Editing: SHAMLAL PURI, Se-
nior Editor, London

DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL 
SAT-FRI: July 11 - July 17, 2026

AD 17

British colonialists used the strength of Indian soldiers to fight their wars  for a handful of Rupees when they ruled India. Photo Courtesy 
BBC News.

Affluent Indians turn up at the Mahalaxmi racecourse in Mumbai to enjoy horse racing and watch the 
derby live... a British colonial hangover that remains a popular pastime even today.

British pop star George Harrison of the Beatles fame chanting 
Hare Krishna in Vrindavan, India. His move there attracted many 

white Britons who fall in love with Hinduism, Photo Courtesy
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Wendy Omanga, the Ken-
yan beauty queen, political 
scientist, and CNN Acade-
my-trained journalist, has 
launched a youth-led peace 
campaign aimed at counter-
ing electoral violence, hate 
speech, and political incite-
ment ahead of the 2027 gen-
eral election.
It is an unlikely combina-
tion on paper — a pageant 
crown, a political science 
degree, and a media fellow-
ship — yet in practice, the 
32-year-old from Nyando 
in Kisumu County has spent 
the better part of a decade 
demonstrating that the 
combination is not only co-
herent, but formidable. The 
2027 campaign is, in many 
ways, the fullest expression 
yet of a life built deliberately 
at the intersection of visibili-
ty and substance.
Omanga won Miss Journal-
ism World Kenya in 2018 
and was crowned Miss Jun-
gle Kenya in 2022, titles she 
has consistently used as plat-
forms rather than pedestals. 
She studied political science 
and communication at the 
University of Nairobi, and 
went on to become a CNN 
Academy-trained climate 
storyteller — a credential 
that sharpened not only her 
technical media skills but 
her understanding of how 
narrative shapes public be-
haviour. She has applied 
both with increasing urgen-
cy as Kenya’s political tem-
perature has risen.
Her peace caravan is the 
centrepiece of the current 
campaign. Traversing re-
gions with histories of elec-
toral tension, the initiative 
brings together young peo-
ple, women, and local lead-
ers through open forums 
and reconciliation work-
shops. The format is delib-
erate. Rather than delivering 
messages from a podium, 
Omanga convenes conver-
sations — creating space for 
communities to name their 
fears, examine the anatomy 
of past violence, and imag-
ine a different kind of elec-
tion.
“The crown gives you a 
room,” she has said. “The 
degree tells you what to do 
once you’re in it.” It is a for-
mula she applies with disci-
pline.
As a political scientist, 
Omanga is particularly fo-
cused on the dangers of 
ethnic mobilisation — the 
process by which political 
operatives exploit identity, 

grievance, and community 
loyalty to manufacture di-
vision. She does not speak 
about this in abstract terms. 
She grew up in Nyando, 
a constituency in Kisumu 
County that has experi-
enced some of Kenya’s most 
devastating flood cycles and, 
during election years, some 
of its most painful commu-
nal tensions. “I come from 
Nyando in Kisumu County, 
where floods perennially 
cause loss of lives and prop-
erty. In 2005, our home was 
washed away by floods,” she 
has said. The experience 
of watching a community 
made vulnerable by both 
nature and politics has in-
formed everything she does.
Her media training has 
made her campaign un-
usually sophisticated in its 
execution. Where many 
peace initiatives rely on 
word of mouth and print-
ed pamphlets, Omanga de-
ploys digital storytelling, 
television appearances, and 
structured community dia-
logues in parallel. The CNN 
Academy fellowship, which 
recognised her as its best 
climate storyteller, gave her 
a toolkit that translates di-
rectly to electoral advocacy: 
how to frame a story, how 
to reach an audience that is 
not already convinced, and 
how to hold attention long 
enough to shift a mind.
The 2027 election context 
gives her work particu-
lar urgency. Kenya has a 
well-documented history 
of post-election violence, 
most devastatingly in 2007 
and 2008, when more than 
1,000 people were killed 
and hundreds of thousands 
displaced in the aftermath 
of a disputed presidential 
result. Subsequent elections 
have been accompanied by 
varying degrees of tension, 
intimidation, and localised 
violence. The wounds from 
those periods have not fully 
healed, and the approach of 
another highly competitive 
election cycle has prompted 
security agencies to begin 
monitoring political activity 
across the country.
Against this backdrop, 
Omanga’s campaign occu-
pies an important space. 
Formal peace messaging 
from government institu-
tions is often received with 
scepticism, filtered through 
the lens of whichever po-
litical narrative audiences 
already hold. Omanga, by 
contrast, arrives with a pro-

file that cuts across conven-
tional political allegiances 
— a young woman from 
western Kenya, educated in 
Nairobi, recognised inter-
nationally, and carrying a 
crown that signals neither 
party nor tribe. It is an un-
usual kind of credibility, and 
she has earned it.
She sits on the board of the 
Climate Students Movement 
organisation based in Swe-
den, serving on its commu-
nications committee, and 
was named to the North 
American Association for 
Environmental Education’s 
Top 30 Under 30 class of 
2023. Her international net-
works give the peace cam-
paign access to frameworks 
and funding mechanisms 
that domestic initiatives 
often lack, and her digital 
fluency means that the cam-
paign’s reach extends well 
beyond the physical geogra-
phy of the caravan’s stops.
What distinguishes Omanga 
most clearly from other ad-
vocates working in the same 
space is the consistency of 
her underlying philosophy. 
She does not treat peace as 
a slogan or a season. She 
founded the Moonlight 
Initiative, a non-govern-
mental organisation with 
a mission to make Africa 
climate-aware in adopting 
climate-smart practices — 
an organisation that at its 
core is about building com-
munity resilience, the same 
principle she is now apply-
ing to electoral prepared-
ness. Whether she is plant-
ing bamboo along riparian 
land in Kakamega County 
or convening a dialogue fo-
rum in a volatile constituen-
cy, the animating question is 
the same: how do you build 
something durable in a place 
that has been made fragile?
Kenya has no shortage of 
voices calling for peace be-
fore elections. What it has 
in shorter supply are voic-
es that can be heard across 
the lines that elections are 
designed to exploit — lines 
of ethnicity, class, geogra-
phy, and gender. Omanga 
speaks across several of 
them simultaneously, and 
does so with the confidence 
of someone who has spent 
years learning, deliberately 
and under serious tutelage, 
how to communicate.
The 2027 election is still over 
a year away. But the work of 
shaping the environment in 
which it will be conducted 
has already begun, and few 

people are doing it more 
thoughtfully than Wendy 
Omanga.
The crown, it turns out, was 
always a means. The peace 
was always the end.

Worth
Noting:

•	 Omanga won Miss 
Journalism World Kenya 
in 2018 and was crowned 
Miss Jungle Kenya in 
2022, titles she has consis-
tently used as platforms 
rather than pedestals. She 
studied political science 
and communication at the 
University of Nairobi, and 
went on to become a CNN 
Academy-trained climate 
storyteller — a credential 
that sharpened not only 
her technical media skills 
but her understanding 
of how narrative shapes 
public behaviour. She has 
applied both with increas-
ing urgency as Kenya’s 
political temperature has 
risen.
•	 Her peace cara-
van is the centrepiece of 
the current campaign. 
Traversing regions with 
histories of electoral ten-
sion, the initiative brings 
together young people, 
women, and local leaders 
through open forums and 
reconciliation workshops. 
The format is deliberate. 
Rather than delivering 
messages from a podium, 
Omanga convenes conver-
sations — creating space 
for communities to name 
their fears, examine the 
anatomy of past violence, 
and imagine a different 
kind of election.

Miss Jungle Kenya and CNN Academy alumna Wendy Omanga

Diaspora

The beauty queen building peace for 2027
Miss Jungle Kenya and CNN Academy alumna Wendy Omanga has turned her crown and her political 
science degree into a full-time campaign against electoral violence — and Kenya is beginning to listen

By: Ayesha Talib
 @themtkenyatimes
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There is a moment, not 
uncommon in the best of 
classrooms, when a room of 
restless young people grows 
suddenly and entirely still. It 
is not the stillness of bore-
dom or fear. It is the stillness 
of recognition, of a young 
person catching, perhaps for 
the first time, a vivid and 
credible reflection of what 
they might become. That 
moment descended upon 
Kornelius Combined School 
in the Ohangwena Region 
of Namibia on Wednesday, 2 
July 2026, when Elly Penom-
wene Aron, Miss World Na-
mibia 2026, walked through 
the school gate.
She did not arrive as a ce-
lebrity on a publicity tour. 
She arrived as an advocate 
with a mandate, a software 
development student with 
a national platform, and a 
young Namibian woman 
with something urgent to say 
to the children of one of the 
country’s most underserved 
rural regions. That she chose 
Kornelius Combined School, 
a modest institution in the 
Ondobe Circuit of the Ohan-
gwena Region, as the setting 
for her visit was itself a state-
ment. It was a declaration that 
the rural child matters, that 
the rural school is worthy of 
national attention, and that 
the most meaningful advoca-
cy is not the kind conducted 
in conference halls and hotel 
ballrooms, but the kind de-
livered face-to-face with the 
people it is meant to serve.
She came accompanied by 
Mr. Robert Andreas, Na-
tional Director of the Miss 
World Namibia Organisation 
and Executive Director of 
the Miss NGO Namibia pag-
eant, a globally recognised 
youth mentor, author, and 
award-winning inclusive ed-
ucator. Also in the delegation 
was Ms. Liina N. Mutilifa, a 
lecturer in Water and Envi-
ronmental Engineering in the 
Department of Civil, Min-
ing and Process Engineering 
(DCMPE) at the Namibia 

University of Science and 
Technology (NUST), who 
has additionally served in 
the aviation industry, as well 
as a media team that would 
ensure the day’s proceedings 
reached a far wider audience 
than the several hundred 
learners and teachers gath-
ered under the morning sun 
of Ohangwena.
What unfolded over the 
course of the visit was, in the 
truest sense of the word, an 
intervention, not merely a 
programme item, but a sus-
tained, multi-voiced engage-
ment with some of the most 
pressing social and educa-
tional challenges confronting 
rural Namibia and, by exten-
sion, sub-Saharan Africa as 
a whole: teenage pregnancy, 
academic underperformance, 
the silent crisis of the boy-
child, indiscipline, substance 
abuse, and the desperate need 
for young people to believe 

that education is not a luxury 
but the most reliable instru-
ment of liberation they will 
ever hold.

THE WELCOME: SETTING 
THE STAGE FOR HONEST 
CONVERSATION

The event was opened by the 
school’s principal, Mr. Silas 
Mwaudasheni Nande, whose 
welcoming address was no-
table not merely for its cor-
diality but for its intellectual 
and moral seriousness. He 
extended a formal welcome 
to Miss World Namibia as the 
Guest of Honour and took 
the opportunity to situate her 
visit within a broader educa-
tional and social framework, 
one that the school itself has 
been navigating with consid-
erable effort.
In his remarks, Nande drew a 
direct and deliberate line be-
tween the advocacy work of 

Miss Aron and the lived mis-
sion of Kornelius Combined 
School. He acknowledged 
her dual identity as both a 
national beauty queen and 
a student of software devel-
opment, characterising this 
combination as emblemat-
ic of the new definition of 
achievement: one that prizes 
intellectual ambition along-
side public representation. 
He stressed that her advoca-
cy focus, centred on teenage 
pregnancy prevention, youth 
empowerment, and dignity 
for vulnerable and disadvan-
taged children, resonated 
deeply with the priorities of 
a school serving a predom-
inantly rural, resource-con-
strained community.
He reminded the assembled 
learners, drawn from mul-
tiple grades of 865 learners, 
that the opportunity to hear 
directly from a figure of Miss 
Aron’s stature was rare and 

precious. He urged them to 
listen not as passive recipients 
of a motivational address, but 
as young people capable of 
internalising the message and 
translating it into concrete 
choices about their lives. In 
thanking the Miss World 
Namibia Organisation for 
prioritising rural schools and 
rural communities in its ad-
vocacy agenda, the principal 
also issued a gentle but point-
ed challenge: that the visit 
should not be a one-day affair 
but the beginning of a sus-
tained relationship between 
national institutions and 
rural schools that too often 
feel invisible on the national 
stage.

THE STRATEGIST SPEAKS: 
ROBERT ANDREAS AND 
THE REHABILITATION OF 
THE BOY-CHILD

Robert Andreas is a figure 
who defies easy categorisa-
tion. As National Director of 
the Miss World Namibia Or-
ganisation and Executive Di-
rector of the Miss NGO Na-
mibia pageant, he is the chief 
architect of the advocacy plat-
form upon which Miss Aron’s 
national campaigns are built. 
But his influence extends well 
beyond the pageantry world. 
He is the author of the Boys’ 
Club Manual: Re-Defining 
Manhood, a resource that has 

gained traction in inclusive 
education circles across Af-
rica. He was named the IFIP 
Educator of the Year for Boy-
Child Inclusion by the Inter-
national Forums of Inclusion 
Practitioners, a recognition 
that speaks to the seriousness 
and global resonance of his 
work.
When Andreas took the po-
dium at Kornelius Combined 
School, he spoke with the 
directness of a man who has 
spent years working at the 
intersection of masculinity, 
youth development, and so-
cial dysfunction. His address 
was focused squarely on the 
boy-child, a constituency too 
often rendered invisible in 
conversations about youth 
vulnerability, and he did not 
soften the message for the 
sake of comfort.
He spoke candidly about the 
crisis of alcoholism among 
young men: how the bot-
tle becomes, for too many 
boys in rural communities, 
a substitute for direction, for 
purpose, for belonging. He 
addressed the tragedy of ear-
ly fatherhood, not as a moral 
failing to be condemned, but 
as a pattern to be understood 
and interrupted, rooted in 
a deficit of responsible male 
mentorship and a cultural 
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silence around what it gen-
uinely means to be a man. 
He spoke about drug abuse, 
about the culture of indis-
cipline that erodes not only 
academic performance but 
the internal architecture of 
self-belief, and about the pro-
found responsibilities that 
come with education, respon-
sibilities not only to oneself 
but to one’s family and com-
munity.
Andreas was equally direct 
in his counsel to the girls in 
the audience. He asked them 
to choose their education 
above all else, not as a deni-
al of their femininity or their 
social aspirations, but as the 
foundation upon which every 
other good thing in their lives 
would ultimately rest. He ar-
gued with quiet forcefulness 
that finishing school is not a 
delay of life, it is the begin-
ning of it: the first and most 
important act of self-deter-
mination available to a young 
woman growing up in rural 
Africa.
What distinguished An-
dreas’s address was not mere-
ly its content but its structural 
novelty. In a context where 
advocacy visits to schools 
tend to focus exclusively on 
girls and the prevention of 
teenage pregnancy, his insis-
tence on centering the boy-
child, on naming the specific 
vulnerabilities, temptations, 
and failures of young men 
with honesty and without 
contempt, was both rare and 
necessary. The implicit argu-
ment of his address was one 
that the global development 
community is only beginning 
to absorb in earnest: that you 
cannot protect girls without 
also transforming boys, and 
that comprehensive youth 
development is, by definition, 
inclusive youth development.

FROM LECTURE HALL 
TO COCKPIT: MS LIINA N 
MUTILIFA’S MESSAGE ON 
THE POWER OF EDUCA-
TION

The third voice of the day be-
longed to Ms. Liina N. Mutili-
fa, a lecturer in engineering 
at the Namibia University 
of Science and Technology 
(NUST), whose biography is 
itself a compelling argument 

for the boundlessness of ed-
ucational ambition. Having 
worked in the aviation in-
dustry, a field that remains, 
globally and particularly in 
Africa, one of the most de-
manding and exclusive pro-
fessional environments, Ms 
Mutilifa brought to Kornelius 
Combined School a perspec-
tive shaped by both academic 
rigour and real-world profes-
sional achievement.
Her address to learners and 
teachers was structured 
around several interlocking 
themes. She spoke about what 
it means to be a responsible 
learner: not merely a student 
who attends school and sits 
examinations, but one who 
understands that the habits of 
mind cultivated in a Grade 8 
classroom will determine the 
quality of decisions made in a 
lecture hall, a boardroom, or 
a cockpit. She outlined, with 
practical specificity, what 
successful transition to uni-
versity requires: not only ac-
ademic competence, but the 
kind of self-discipline, curios-
ity, and intellectual resilience 
that cannot be improvised 
at the moment of departure 
from secondary school.
She addressed the relation-
ship between indiscipline and 
academic performance with 
the directness that the data 
consistently support: learners 
who are unable to regulate 
their behaviour are learners 
who are unlikely to sustain 
the concentration, the effort, 
and the delayed gratification 
that academic achievement 
demands. The same logic ap-
plied, she argued, to alcohol-
ism, not as a moral sermon 
but as a practical observation 
about cognitive function, at-
tendance, and the gradual 
erosion of potential that sub-
stance abuse invariably pro-
duces.
But the centrepiece of Ms. 
Mutilifa’s message was the 
power of education itself, not 
as an instrumental good mea-
sured in examination scores 
and employment statistics, 
but as a transformative force 
in the life of a community 
and a continent. She spoke 
with evident conviction 
about what education can 
unlock for a young person 
from rural Namibia: access to 
opportunities that geography 
and circumstance would oth-
erwise foreclose, the ability 
to contribute to national de-
velopment at the highest lev-
els, and the capacity to give 
back to the communities that 

shaped them. In a world in-
creasingly defined by knowl-
edge, she argued, the most 
dangerous form of poverty is 
not material but intellectual, 
the poverty of untapped po-
tential, of minds that could 
have changed the world but 
were never given the tools to 
try.

THE CROWN IN THE 
CLASSROOM: MISS ELLY 
PENOMWENE ARON

When Elly Penomwene Aron 
rose to speak, the atmosphere 
in the school shifted percepti-
bly. Here was a young wom-
an who looked not unlike 
the girls in the front rows, 
young, Namibian, from this 
part of the world, yet who 
occupied the national and in-
ternational stage in a way that 
few of them had yet dared to 
imagine for themselves. The 
power of that proximity, that 
visible sameness, is difficult 
to overstate in a rural school 
context where role models 
tend to feel remote, fictional, 
or drawn from another social 
universe entirely.
Miss Aron’s address was sub-
stantive, wide-ranging, and 
at times deliberately uncom-
fortable, the kind of speech 
that a school assembly rare-
ly receives and often most 
needs. She addressed the 
crisis of teenage pregnan-
cy with unflinching direct-

ness, articulating not only its 
personal consequences for 
the young women it claims, 
their interrupted education, 
their narrowed futures, the 
compounding weight of ear-
ly motherhood in a low-re-
source environment, but its 
communal consequences: 
the signal it sends to younger 
learners, the burden it places 
on families, and the systemic 
educational loss it represents 
for a nation that cannot af-
ford to squander the potential 
of its youth.
She called for keeping girls 
in school as a non-negotia-

ble national priority, one 
that demands coordinated 
effort from schools, families, 
community leaders, NGOs, 
and government alike. She 
placed particular empha-
sis on the role of education, 
ICT, and innovation as in-
struments of empowerment, 
tools through which young 
women in rural Namibia can 
access economic opportunity, 
professional mobility, and the 
kind of agency that previous 
generations were structurally 
denied. As a student of soft-
ware development herself, 
she spoke from a position of 

lived conviction rather than 
theoretical advocacy: she is, 
in her own person, the argu-
ment she is making.
Her vision of community 
collaboration was notably 
systemic. She spoke of the 
need for schools, NGOs, and 
parents to function not as 
separate institutions pursu-
ing parallel agendas but as 
an integrated ecosystem of 
support around the young 
person. She acknowledged, 
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with the kind of honesty that is rare 
among any public figure, her disap-
pointment in Kornelius Combined 
School’s academic performance, and 
she did so not to shame but to chal-
lenge. She named the interconnect-
ed factors that contribute to under-
performance: teenage pregnancy, 
poor discipline, and ambiguity in 
the roles and strategic responsibil-
ities of teachers and school leaders. 
Her call for improvement was not 
rhetorical; it was accompanied by a 
concrete, personal commitment.
That commitment took the form of 
a pledge: she announced that she 
would sponsor, annually, the pro-
vision of a full school uniform set 
for the best academic performer in 
Grade 4, the best in Grade 7, and the 
best in Grade 8 at Kornelius Com-
bined School. This pledge was not 
incidental. In a context where the 
cost of school uniforms is a genuine 
financial barrier for many families, 
the symbolic and material value of 
such a commitment cannot be dis-
missed. It says to learners: excel-
lence is seen, excellence is reward-
ed, and someone who occupies the 
highest pinnacle of national youth 
recognition believes in you enough 
to invest in your success.
She also spoke of charity and social 
responsibility with a particularity 
that elevated the conversation be-
yond the generic. She referenced 
her programme of providing shoes 
to vulnerable children, a seeming-
ly simple act that carries enormous 
significance in communities where 
the absence of proper footwear is a 
literal obstacle to school attendance 
and a daily source of indignity. She 
spoke about health and dignity for 
disadvantaged youth with the same 
specificity, understanding that ab-
stract commitments to justice mean 
little without the concrete, material 
interventions that make dignity op-
erational.
Perhaps most strikingly, Miss Aron 
addressed the relational architec-
ture of the school itself. She spoke 
of teachers as parents of learners 
in the deepest sense. figures upon 
whom learners lean not only for 
academic guidance but for social 
support, emotional stability, and the 
kind of consistent human presence 
that family circumstances may not 
always provide. And she spoke of 
the school principal as the strategic 
centre of the institution: the figure 
to whom teachers look for direction, 
for vision, for the clarity of purpose 
that determines whether a school 
merely functions or genuinely trans-
forms.
In naming these roles explicitly, she 
was not flattering the adults in the 

room. She was holding them ac-
countable. Her implicit message was 
that the challenges facing the school, 
academic underperformance, teen-
age pregnancy, and disciplinary 
erosion are not inevitable features 
of rural education; they are, at least 
partly, leadership problems. And 
leadership problems admit of lead-
ership solutions.

THE LEARNERS SPEAK: A GEN-
ERATION THAT REFUSES TO BE 
SILENT

What elevated the day beyond the 
ceremonial was the decision to give 
the floor to the learners themselves, 
a gesture of respect that produced 
some of the most arresting moments 
of the entire visit. The young people 
of Kornelius Combined School, it 
turned out, had a great deal to say.
Nsimba Romeu, a Grade 9 learner, 
rose to address his peers with a com-
posure and a moral clarity that be-
lied his age. His message was direct 
to the point of starkness: he coun-
selled both girls and boys to abstain 
from sexual activity while in school. 
“One will not die,” he said, with the 
calm certainty of someone who has 
thought carefully about the arith-
metic of sacrifice, “if they refrain 
from having sexual intercourse.” 
It was a statement that drew both 
laughter and recognition from the 
assembled learners, the laughter of 
shared knowledge, the recognition 
of a truth that is rarely said plainly 
in public but is understood privately 
by many.
Amon Ndilimeke, Tangeni Ngh-
inyekwa, and Haunini Festus also 
took the opportunity to address 
their peers. Their messages built on 
Nsimba’s foundation: they urged 
their fellow learners to protect 
themselves from the consequences 
of teenage pregnancy, to resist the 
social pressures that too often lead to 
premature sexual activity, and, with 
a pragmatism that perhaps surprised 
some of the adults in the room, to 
use condoms correctly if they chose 
to have sexual intercourse. This was 
not recklessness; it was honest harm 
reduction, of the kind that public 
health research consistently identi-
fies as the most effective approach 
to adolescent sexual behaviour in 
high-prevalence contexts.
The voices of these young men and 
women, for they were, predomi-
nantly, young men choosing to ad-
dress a mixed audience on a top-
ic that carries considerable social 
weight, were themselves a rebuttal 
to any narrative that positions rural 
African youth as passive recipients 
of education and advocacy. These 
were young people exercising mor-
al agency, intellectual engagement, 
and the willingness to make them-
selves accountable to each other in 
a public forum. It was, in its way, 
the most genuinely educational mo-

ment of the day.
The final learner voice belonged 
to Ms. Nghiyaamene Penexupifo 
Kemutangeni, a Grade 11 learner 
who delivered the votes of thanks 
with poise and verbal dexterity that 
stopped the room. She thanked Miss 
World Namibia and her entire dele-
gation, not with the formulaic grat-
itude of a school function, but with 
the eloquence of a young person 
who understood both the signifi-
cance of the occasion and her own 
power to name it. She drew a dis-
tinction that is rarely made explicit 
in such settings: she said that having 

Miss World at Kornelius Combined 
School was not merely an honour, 
a word that speaks to institutional 
recognition, but a privilege, a word 
that speaks to personal grace and 
undeserved gift.
She closed her remarks with a wish 
and a commission: she asked Miss 
Aron to carry the strength and de-
termination evident in her advocacy 
work all the way to the Miss World 
stage in Vietnam, to raise the Na-
mibian flag with dignity and pride, 
and to know that Kornelius Com-
bined School, and Namibia at large 
were watching and believing. It was 

a moment of genuine eloquence 
from a young woman who, if the tra-
jectory of this day means anything at 
all, is herself on her way somewhere.
THE PLEDGE: A COVENANT, 
NOT A CEREMONY

The day did not conclude with ap-
plause alone. Miss Aron introduced 
what she described as a formal 
pledge, a commitment made in writ-
ing, signed individually by partici-
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pating learners, in which they 
committed to not becoming 
pregnant and to remaining in 
school until the completion 
of their education. She was 
explicit about the nature of 
this pledge: it was not a bu-
reaucratic form, not a school 
exercise, not a publicity ges-
ture. It was, she said, a cove-
nant, a binding commitment 
between herself as an advo-
cate and each signatory as a 
young person with a future 
worth protecting.
The language of covenant is 
deliberate and powerful. It 
invokes not merely obligation 
but relationship: the pledge 
creates a social bond between 
Miss Aron and the learners 
who signed it, a bond she 
made clear she intended to 
honour through her contin-
ued advocacy presence in 
their lives. In a social context 
where institutional commit-
ments often arrive without 
consequence and depart 
without trace, the act of sign-
ing, of physically committing 
one’s name to a statement of 
intent, carries considerable 
psychological weight. Re-
search in behavioural science 
consistently demonstrates 
that public commitment in-
creases follow-through. Miss 
Aron, whether by instinct or 
design, was deploying that in-
sight in the service of a cause 
that demands it.
Before the day was complete, 
she also convened a special 
meeting with the Kornelius 
Combined School team that 
would be participating in the 
Miss Kornelius 2026 pageant, 
scheduled for the following 
day, 3 July 2026. Her counsel 
to them was characteristi-
cally blunt and characteris-
tically wise: beauty without 
brains, she told them, is use-
less. The modern pageant, 
she explained, is not a beauty 
contest in any traditional or 
superficial sense. It is an in-
telligence contest, a commu-
nication contest, a character 
contest, one in which intel-
lectual engagement and per-
sonal vision are as determina-
tive as physical presentation. 
She wished them well before 
taking photographs with the 
learners and teachers assem-
bled on the school stage, a 
final moment of shared joy 
before the formal proceed-
ings gave way to the festive 

business of escorting the del-
egation to the school gate.

WHAT THE VISIT MEANS: 
A REFLECTION FOR THE 
LOCAL INTERNATIONAL 
READER

For the local and interna-
tional reader, the visit of 
Miss World Namibia 2026 to 
Kornelius Combined School 
might appear, at first glance, 
to be a local story, a notable 
community event at a small 
school in a remote region of 
southern Africa. It is worth 
pausing to consider why it is 
considerably more than that.
Across sub-Saharan Afri-
ca, the challenge of keeping 
girls in school remains one 
of the most stubborn and 
consequential educational 
problems of our time. UNE-
SCO data consistently show 
that adolescent pregnancy is 
among the leading causes of 
school dropout among girls 
in southern Africa, with Na-
mibia’s own statistics reflect-
ing regional patterns that 
development economists and 
education researchers have 
identified as deeply linked 
to cycles of poverty, gender 
inequality, and constrained 
social mobility. The advocacy 
work that Elly Aron and her 
organisation are doing, tak-
ing the conversation about 
teenage pregnancy, youth em-
powerment, and the transfor-
mative potential of education 
directly into rural schools, is, 
in its structure and its inten-
tion, the kind of last-mile in-
tervention that development 
literature repeatedly identi-
fies as the most effective.
The inclusion of a sustained 
focus on the boy-child, on 
male youth development, 
on the specific vulnerabil-
ities that young men in re-
source-constrained commu-
nities face, on the social costs 
of absent male mentorship, 
reflects an intellectual evolu-
tion in the approach to youth 
advocacy that is globally sig-
nificant. For too long, pro-
grammes addressing teenage 
pregnancy have been struc-
tured as exclusively female 
problems requiring exclusive-
ly female solutions. The work 
of Robert Andreas, and the 
platform that the Miss World 
Namibia Organisation has 
provided for that work, rep-
resents a more complete and 
more honest understanding 
of the social dynamics that 
produce the outcomes every-
one is trying to prevent.
The voices of the learners 

themselves, particularly the 
young men who chose to 
speak publicly about absti-
nence, responsibility, and 
sexual health, are a remind-
er that young people in rural 
Africa are not problems to be 
solved but agents to be en-
gaged. They possess moral se-
riousness, social intelligence, 
and the capacity for the kind 
of peer-to-peer influence that 
no teacher or celebrity advo-
cate can fully replicate. When 
Nsimba Romeu told his class-
mates that one does not die 
from abstinence, he was do-
ing something that no exter-
nally designed programme 
can manufacture: he was 
making a community’s values 
audible in a community’s own 
voice.
And when Nghiyaamene 
Penexupifo Kemutangeni 
drew the distinction between 
honour and privilege, when 
she sent Miss Aron to Viet-
nam with the commission 
of an entire school on her 
shoulders, she was practising 
exactly the kind of leadership, 
the kind of eloquence, and the 
kind of social consciousness 
that every education system 
in the world exists to culti-
vate. That she was doing so in 
a rural school in Ohangwena, 
with the dust of a Namibian 
dry-season morning still in 
the air, makes it neither less 
impressive nor less import-
ant. It makes it more so.
Elly Penomwene Aron will 
compete at Miss World. She 
will carry Namibia’s name to 
an international stage. But on 
2 July 2026, the most import-
ant stage she occupied was 
a modest school hall in the 
Ondobe Circuit, where the 
children of a rural communi-
ty looked up at someone who 
looked like them and heard, 
perhaps for the first time, that 
the future she represents is 
also available to them, if they 
choose it, protect it, and fight 
for it with everything they 
have.
That is not a local story. That 
is the story of this generation
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Nghiyaamene Penexupifo

A Crown Meets a Classroom: Miss World Namibia 
2026 Carries Her Advocacy to the Heart of Rural 
Ohangwena
In an era when pageantry is being redefined by purpose and intellect, Miss World Namibia 2026, Elly Pe-
nomwene Aron, chose a rural school in the Ohangwena Region as the stage for a message that transcend-
ed beauty; a message about education, dignity, resilience, and the future of Africa’s youth.
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France hosts South Africa’s Ramaphosa 
for talks and war remembrance
Paris visit blends diplomacy, trade and a solemn tribute to South African war dead
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President Cyril Ramaphosa 
concluded a three-day offi-
cial visit to France Sautrday 
that combined high-level 
diplomacy with a solemn act 
of remembrance, as South 
Africa and France pledged 
to deepen cooperation on 
global crises ranging from 
the Middle East to the east-
ern Democratic Republic of 
Congo.
The visit, which ran from 
10 to 12 July, took Rama-
phosa from the corridors 
of UNESCO headquarters 
in Paris to the battlefields of 
northern France, where he 
led South Africa’s delegation 
at the 110th commemora-
tion of the Battle of Delville 
Wood — one of the deadli-
est engagements involving 
South African forces during 
the First World War.
Ramaphosa held bilateral 
talks with French President 
Emmanuel Macron in Paris 
on Friday. According to a 
French diplomatic source, 
the two leaders found what 
was described as a “broad 
convergence of views” on 
the crises in the Middle 
East and in the Democrat-
ic Republic of Congo. The 
source said the presidents 
shared the same assessment 
of the crisis in the Gulf and 
the economic fallout from 
disruption in the Strait of 
Hormuz, where shipping 
lanes have been affected by 
the ongoing confrontation 
between the United States 
and Iran.
On the Congo, the two lead-
ers agreed on the need to 
encourage regional efforts 
toward peace and securi-
ty in the war-torn eastern 
provinces, where, the source 
said, South Africa contin-
ues to play a stabilising role. 
Macron and Ramaphosa 
also agreed to establish an 
annual bilateral dialogue at 
the level of foreign minis-
ters, formalising a channel 
intended to sustain momen-
tum on shared priorities be-
tween the two governments.
The Paris leg of the visit was 
anchored by education di-
plomacy. At the invitation 
of UNESCO Director-Gen-
eral Khaled El-Enany, Ra-
maphosa co-chaired the 
Leaders’ Meeting of the UN-
ESCO High-Level Steering 
Committee on Sustainable 

Development Goal 4, which 
focuses on quality educa-
tion, followed by the Trans-
forming Education Summit 
Stocktake. The gathering as-
sessed global progress since 
the 2022 Transforming Ed-
ucation Summit and iden-
tified priority actions to ac-
celerate progress toward the 
goal by 2030. According to 
the South African presiden-
cy, discussions centred on 
strengthening the teaching 
profession, advancing foun-
dational and lifelong learn-
ing, promoting inclusive 
digital transformation and 
ensuring sustainable financ-
ing for education systems. 
Officials said South Africa’s 
role as co-chair reflects the 
country’s growing profile 
in global education gover-
nance and its bid to align 
its G20 presidency priorities 
with the wider international 
education agenda.
Macron hosted a dinner in 
Ramaphosa’s honour at the 
Élysée Palace on Friday eve-
ning, attended by families 
connected to figures of the 
anti-apartheid struggle — 
a gesture officials on both 
sides framed as a marker of 
the historical ties binding 
the two countries beyond 
the immediate diplomatic 
agenda. On Saturday, Ra-
maphosa turned to the com-
mercial dimension of the re-

lationship, meeting French 
business leaders for discus-
sions expected to touch on 
energy, science and technol-
ogy, trade and investment.
The economic backdrop to 
the visit is substantial. Bi-
lateral trade between South 
Africa and France grew by 
7.7 per cent in 2025 to ap-
proximately $2.7 billion, 
with South African exports 
to France rising by 42.2 per 
cent to about $790 million. 
French companies have 
invested more than $7 bil-
lion in South Africa since 
2003, a figure officials say 
has helped create close to 
16,000 jobs across sectors 
including renewable energy, 
business services, transport, 
and information and com-
munications technology. 
France remains one of South 
Africa’s principal economic 
partners in Europe, and offi-
cials on both sides described 
the relationship as compre-
hensive, spanning defence, 
health, tourism, arts and 
culture, and higher educa-
tion alongside trade.
The visit’s final and most 
symbolically weighted en-
gagement came on Sunday, 
when Ramaphosa travelled 
to Longueval, roughly two 
hours from Paris, for the 
commemoration of the 
Battle of Delville Wood. 
The 1916 battle, fought 

over the course of six days, 
was among the costliest 
engagements of the First 
World War for South Af-
rican forces, with several 
hundred soldiers killed and 
thousands more wounded 
or missing amid some of 
the fiercest fighting on the 
Western Front. The ceremo-
ny at the South African Na-
tional Memorial included a 
wreath-laying in honour of 
those who died, alongside 
the unveiling of a UNES-
CO commemorative plaque 
recognising the memorial’s 
historical significance. The 
Delville Wood Museum, 
adjacent to the site, holds a 
Book of Remembrance re-
cording the names of the 
fallen; the original memori-
al was unveiled in 1926, with 
the museum itself opened in 
1986 to preserve the history 
of South Africa’s role in the 
war.
Ramaphosa was accompa-
nied on the visit by First 
Lady Tshepo Motsepe and 
a delegation of ministers, 
including the ministers re-
sponsible for international 
relations and cooperation, 
defence and military veter-
ans, public works and in-
frastructure, sport, arts and 
culture, and higher educa-
tion and training. The presi-
dency said the commemora-
tion was intended not only 

to honour the fallen but to 
reaffirm South Africa’s com-
mitment to peace, recon-
ciliation and international 
cooperation, and to pass the 
memory of that sacrifice on 
to younger generations.
The trip proceeded against a 
backdrop of recent friction 
between Pretoria and Paris. 
South Africa announced in 
March that Ramaphosa had 
not been invited to the G7 
summit hosted by France 
in Évian in June, a decision 
Pretoria initially attributed 
to pressure from Washing-
ton. French officials rejected 
that characterisation, say-
ing the guest list had simply 
been trimmed to improve 
the effectiveness of discus-
sions and that no pressure 
from US President Donald 
Trump had been involved. 
Neither side dwelt publicly 
on the episode during this 
week’s visit, with officials 
on both sides instead em-
phasising the breadth of the 
relationship and the new 
ministerial dialogue agreed 
in Paris.
With the commemoration 
at Longueval marking the 
close of the visit, attention 
now turns to how the newly 
agreed foreign-ministerial 
dialogue will translate into 
concrete coordination on 
the Gulf crisis and the Con-
go in the months ahead.

Worth
Noting:

•	 Ramaphosa held 
bilateral talks with French 
President Emmanuel 
Macron in Paris on Fri-
day. According to a French 
diplomatic source, the two 
leaders found what was de-
scribed as a “broad conver-
gence of views” on the crises 
in the Middle East and in 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. The source said the 
presidents shared the same 
assessment of the crisis in 
the Gulf and the economic 
fallout from disruption in 
the Strait of Hormuz, where 
shipping lanes have been 
affected by the ongoing 
confrontation between the 
United States and Iran.
•	 On the Congo, the 
two leaders agreed on the 
need to encourage regional 
efforts toward peace and 
security in the war-torn 
eastern provinces, where, 
the source said, South 
Africa continues to play a 
stabilising role. Macron and 
Ramaphosa also agreed to 
establish an annual bilateral 
dialogue at the level of for-
eign ministers, formalising a 
channel intended to sus-
tain momentum on shared 
priorities between the two 
governments.

(From L) South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa, South Africa’s President’s wife Tshepo Motsepe, France’s President Emmanuel 
Macron and France’s President’s wife Brigitte Macron pose on the steps of The Elysee Presidential Palace ahead of an official state 
dinner in Paris on July 10, 2026. (Photo/Courtesy)
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