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Politics DCP’s landslide Ol Kalou win crowns Gachagua the mountain’s new kingpin and rattles UDA's grip on the region

Gachagua floors Ruto

Rigathi Gachagua’s Democracy for the Citizens
Party has crushed President William Ruto’s United
Democratic Alliance in the Ol Kalou parliamenta-
ry by-election, with DCP’s Sammy Kamau Ngotho
garnering 35,228 votes against UDA’s Muchina
Nyagah’s 5,402 in final results from all 144 polling
stations.

Moments after the win was confirmed, DCP party
leader Rigathi Gachagua issued a lengthy statement
claiming the victory as a defining moment for his
party and for Mt Kenya politics.

“Congratulations, Hon. Sammy Douglas Kamau
Waweru, on your historic election as the Member
of Parliament for OlKalou Constituency. You have
won by a resounding margin, reflecting the unmis-
takable voice of the people. We thank the Almighty
God for this great victory,” Gachagua said.

“To the great people of OlKalou, thank you for
giving our party, DCP, its first Member of the Na-
tional Assembly. Thank you, my great people, for
refusing to sell your birthright and for being wise
enough not to fall for the deception of development
projects. Thank you a million times for guarding
your vote and for standing firm despite the actions
of rogue police officers armed with guns and tear
gas.”

President William Ruto and his former Deputy Rigathi Gachagua
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NEWS IN BRIEF

The National Transport and Safety Authority (NTSA) has demonstrated its new Bodaboda Manage-
ment System (BMS) to boda boda SACCO officials in Uasin Gishu as part of preparations for the
registration of riders. The digital platform will register, regulate and monitor motorcycle taxi opera-
tions, helping curb motorcycle theft, crime and unsafe practices while improving accountability and
compliance. NTSA said the system supports the National Road Safety Action Plan (2024-2028) and
has already been introduced in more than 20 counties. Boda boda operators welcomed the initiative
but urged further sensitisation at the grassroots and alignment with existing SACCO structures. Eldoret
City officials said the system would improve order, safety and traffic discipline.

Residents of Kipkelion East and Ainamoi constituencies in Kericho County have been invited to pub-
lic participation forums to identify and prioritise projects for funding under the National Government
Constituencies Development Fund (NG-CDF) in the 2026/2027 financial year. Kipkelion East MP Jo-
seph Cherorot said ward meetings will be held on July 16 and 17, while Ainamoi MP Benjamin Langat
announced similar forums running from July 15 to 20. Residents, community leaders and stakeholders
have been urged to submit development proposals to guide equitable allocation of funds. The NG-CDF
has supported classrooms, laboratories, bursaries, water projects and other infrastructure, with the law
requiring projects to be identified through public participation before approval.

Machakos County Commis-
sioner Jackson Ole Chuta (mid-
dle) and members of County
Implementation Coordination
Management Committee being
led by Engineer David Otien-
o(right) from TANATHI on a
site inspection of Ksh 1billion
Machakos Sewerage Project
that is at 90% and to be com-
pleted by 31st August 2026.

Conference, bringing together secondary school students from Kenya and abroad to showcase inno-
vative projects and exchange ideas. Organised by the College of Engineering and Technology with
support from the Australian Globally Engaged Learners Programme, the hybrid event featured par-
ticipants from 13 schools, including virtual presentations from Australia, Singapore, South Africa, the
UK and Egypt. Students presented innovations in financial literacy, water conservation, food safety,
mental health, Al and secure election technology, with Kabare Girls High School unveiling a robotic
wheelchair prototype. Organisers said the conference nurtures creativity, research, critical thinking and
problem-solving while preparing young innovators to address global challenges.

I IJ' Mo Y - | : 4 ' “ : + ' [ -
Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of the Kenya Police Service Eliud Lagat (centre) cuts the ribbon to
officially commission the new Moi’s Bridge Police Station in Soy Sub-County, Uasin Gishu County,

on Wednesday. Looking on are Soy MP David Kiplagat (right, in red), senior National Police Service
officers and other leaders.

Governor Kimani Wamatangi today conducted the final inspection of the Kahawa Sukari Level Three
Hospital in Kahawa Sukari Ward, Githurai Municipality.

Wamatangi confirms that the facility is complete and ready for equipping and operationalization, with
the procurement process for the required medical equipment already finalized through a completed
tender
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Politics Speaking outside the IEBC offices Kemosi termed the alleged practice illegal and a direct threat to democratic principles

Jubilee Chair Kemosi petitions IEBC
Over alleged cross-border voter transfers

BY Elizabeth Angira
O @themtkenyatimes

Jubilee  National  Party
Chairman Vincent Kemosi
has called on the Indepen-
dent Electoral and Bound-
aries Commission (IEBC)
to investigate allegations of
cross-border voter transfers,
warning that any attempts to
manipulate the voter registra-
tion process could undermine
the credibility of the 2027
General Election.

Kemosi, accompanied by
residents from West Mugi-
rango and Kitutu Chache
North constituencies, visited
the IEBC offices in Marani,
Kitutu Chache North, where
they formally lodged a com-
plaint over claims that some
residents from West Mugi-
rango were allegedly being
ferried into Kitutu Chache
North to register as voters.
Speaking outside the IEBC
offices Kemosi termed the
alleged practice illegal and
a direct threat to democratic
principles, saying the integ-
rity of the electoral process
must be protected at all costs.
“We have come to present
our concerns to the IEBC
because we have received
reports that some people are
allegedly being transport-
ed from one constituency to
another for the purpose of
voter registration. If these
allegations are true, then this
is against the law and must
be stopped immediately,” he
said.

Kemosi maintained that ev-
ery Kenyan has a constitu-
tional right to register as a
voter, but only in the constit-

Jubilee National Party Chairman Vincent Kemosi addressing the press outside IEBC office in Ma-
rani Kisii County. | Plsoto: Elizabeth Angira

uency where they are legally
eligible to vote.

He argued that inducing or
facilitating the transfer of
voters to influence electoral
outcomes compromises free
and fair elections and erodes
public confidence in the
country’s democratic institu-
tions.

“The voter register must
reflect genuine residents of
every constituency. Elections
should be decided by legiti-
mate voters, not through ma-
nipulation of the registration
process,” he added.

The Jubilee chairman urged
the electoral commission to
thoroughly investigate the
allegations and take appro-
priate action against anyone
found violating electoral
laws.

He further appealed to the
commission to enhance sur-
veillance in areas border-
ing the two constituencies
to ensure the ongoing voter

registration exercise remains
transparent, credible, and
free from any form of inter-
ference.

Kemosi also called on res-
idents, particularly young
people living along the con-
stituency boundaries, to re-
main vigilant and cooperate
with authorities by reporting
any suspected cases of illegal
voter transfers.

“Youths have an important
role to play in safeguarding
democracy. If they witness
any suspicious movement of
people intended to manipu-
late voter registration, they
should report it immediately
to the IEBC and the relevant
security agencies,” he said.
According to a section of
residents who accompanied
Kemosi expressed concern
that the alleged voter trans-
fers, if left unchecked, could
affect the will of genuine vot-
ers during future elections.
They wurged the electoral

body to reassure the public
that the voter registration ex-
ercise would be conducted in
accordance with the law.

The allegations come as the
country continues with voter
registration activities ahead
of the 2027 General Election,
with political parties intensi-
fying grassroots mobilization
across various regions.

The IEBC has consistently
maintained that the voter reg-
istration process is governed
by the Constitution and elec-
toral laws, and has previously
warned against any attempts
to interfere with or manipu-
late the exercise.

Kemosi said safeguarding
the integrity of the voters’
register is essential to ensur-
ing that future elections re-
flect the genuine will of the
people and preserve public
trust in Kenya’s democratic
process.

Ol Kalou records

over 50% turnout,
IEBC says

by

Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission officials

BY Grace Wanja
O @themtkenyatimes

The Independent Electoral
and Boundaries Commission
has confirmed that yester-
day’s Ol Kalou parliamentary
by-election recorded a voter
turnout of 50.8 percent, one of
the strongest showings for a
Kenyan by-election in recent
years and well above the 38.2
percent recorded by midday.

Speaking at the constituency
tallying centre shortly before
polls closed, IEBC Commis-
sioner Hassan Noor Hassan
commended voters across the
constituency’s 144 polling
stations for a largely peaceful
exercise, even as he appealed
for calm during the critical
counting and tallying process.
“The most important thing is
to have this exercise conclud-
ed in a peaceful manner, and
we are appealing to all politi-
cal actors in the field to secure
and maintain peace and order
up to the end of the exercise,”
he said.

Hassan added that results
were expected by midnight,
and urged Kenyans to trust
the process. “We expect that

around midnight we will be
able to tell Kenyans who the
elected member of parliament
is. The wishes of the people
will be respected. IEBC is an
impartial arbiter,” he said.
Addressing concerns raised
over calls by some politi-
cal leaders for supporters to
guard polling stations during
counting, Commissioner Ann
Nderitu firmly dismissed the
need for such action. “We ask
all citizens and political play-
ers to allow electoral officials
to count the votes peacefully
in the presence of accredited
agents, observers, and media
only. The rest of the people
are advised to go home and
wait for the results,” she said,
adding that results are “pro-
tected not only by security
officers but also by law, which
requires the IEBC to conduct
elections in an open and trans-
parent manner.”

The commission thanked
voters for braving the cold
morning weather to queue
early, and urged all sides to
await the outcome with pa-
tience rather than pressure.
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Politics To the great people of OlKalou, thank you for giving our party, DCP, its first Member of the National Assembly

Statement by Rigathi Gachagua on
Ol-Kalou victory

BY MKT REPORTER
O @themtkenyatimes

Congratulations, Hon. Sammy
Douglas Kamau Waweru, on your
historic election as the Member of
Parliament for OlKalou Constituen-
cy.

You have won by a resounding
margin, reflecting the unmistakable
voice of the people.

We thank the Almighty God for this
great victory.

To the great people of OlKalou,
thank you for giving our party, DCP,
its first Member of the National As-
sembly.

Thank you, my great people, for re-
fusing to sell your birthright and for
being wise enough not to fall for the
deception of development projects.

Thank you a million times for
guarding your vote and for stand-
ing firm despite the actions of rogue
police officers armed with guns and
tear gas.

Once again, [ am grateful to the peo-
ple of Olkalou for accepting to add

|

|

DCP party leader Rigathi Gachagua with new Ol-Kalou MP Sammy Douglas Kamau Waweru in a past photo

me an extra solider to join the great
army that I lead in Defence of Ken-
yans. [ have been strugglling with 18
soilders but with great results; now I
have 19, things will be much better.

On behalf of our community and the
people of Kenya, kindly accept my
heartfelt appreciation for restoring
the dignity of our community and
our nation.

I feel proud and elated to be the
leader of such patriotic people who
remain loyal to their rights and dig-
nity.

I salute our campaign leaders, Hon.
John Methu Gitungati and Hon.
Wanjiku Muhia Ngatha, for their
outstanding leadership and guidance
throughout the three-month cam-
paign. I was deeply impressed by the
way you organized and led us.

To our allied Senators, Members of
the National Assembly, MCAs, cam-
paign teams, aspirants, volunteers,
our staff, thank you for your unwav-
ering commitment and sacrifice.

Tomorrow morning, I will visit all
the five wards to personally thank
the people of OlKalou.

I have been so directed by the com-
munity.

Hon. Kamau, please go and serve
your people diligently, and represent
them well.

God bless OlKalou, and God bless
Kenya!

Violence In a statement issued Thursday, MCK said the assaults and confiscation of equipment by armed men were not isolated incidents

Journalists under fire in
Ol Kalou

BY Grace Wanja
O @themtkenyatimes

The Media Council of Kenya has
condemned targeted attacks on
journalists covering Thursday’s Ol
Kalou parliamentary by-election, ac-
cusing security agencies of failing to
protect media workers and demand-
ing immediate action against those
responsible.

In a statement issued Thursday,
MCK said the assaults and confis-
cation of equipment by armed men
were not isolated incidents but part
of a troubling pattern aimed at in-
timidating journalists. “The Coun-
cil views these continued attacks as
more than isolated press freedom
violations, but deliberately orches-
trated security actions aimed at in-
timidating media workers into cen-

sorship and fear,” the statement said,
calling the incidents “a direct attack
on press freedom, an obstruction of
the public’s right to information and
an affront to Kenya’s constitutional
order.”

Among those attacked was Star
photojournalist Enos Teche, who
was covering unrest outside Ol Ka-
lou Comprehensive School when
masked, armed men arrived in a
convoy of vehicles, fired shots into
the air and lobbed teargas canisters
to disperse the crowd before turning
on him. The men demanded his cam-
era before assaulting him, twisting
his hand and striking his leg with a
teargas canister. He later recorded
a statement at the DCI offices in Ol
Kalou.

In a separate incident, Nation Media
Group journalist Brygettes Ngana
and her cameraperson were allegedly

assaulted by suspected plainclothes
police officers, who confiscated their
camera without explanation.

The Kenya Editors Guild and the
Kenya Union of Journalists is-
sued similar condemnations. Guild
president Zubeidah Kananu called
the violence “shocking and deep-
ly disturbing,” insisting journalists
“must be allowed to carry out their
professional duties without intim-
idation, harassment or violence.”
KUJ warned starkly that unchecked
attacks on the press “will come to
haunt us as people when armed
gangs take control of our country.”
MCK has called on the local po-
lice command to halt the attacks,
identify all officers involved, secure
the unconditional return of seized
equipment, and cooperate fully with
investigations. It has also urged In-
spector-General of Police Doug-
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MCK CEO David Omwoyo

las Kanja to take swift disciplinary
and legal action, and said it would
engage the DCI, the IG and, where
necessary, the ODPP to pursue jus-
tice for the affected journalists.

The attacks unfolded amid broader
unrest that marred the by-election,
raising fresh concern over press

safety ahead of Kenya’s 2027 Gen-
eral Election.

Press freedom cannot be optional
when the cameras are rolling hard-
est.
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Politics DCP’s Sammy Kamau Ngotho garnering 35,228 votes against UDA’s Muchina Nyagah’s 5,402 in final results from all 144 polling stations

Gachagua floors Ruto

DCP’s landslide Ol Kalou win crowns Gachagua the mountain’s new kingpin and rattles UDA’s grip on the

region

BY David Kimani
O @themtkenyatimes

Rigathi Gachagua’s Democracy for
the Citizens Party has crushed Pres-
ident William Ruto’s United Demo-
cratic Alliance in the Ol Kalou par-
liamentary by-election, with DCP’s
Sammy Kamau Ngotho garnering
35,228 votes against UDA’s Muchi-
na Nyagah’s 5,402 in final results
from all 144 polling stations.

Moments after the win was con-
firmed, DCP party leader Rigathi
Gachagua issued a lengthy statement
claiming the victory as a defining
moment for his party and for Mt
Kenya politics.

“Congratulations, Hon. Sammy
Douglas Kamau Waweru, on your
historic election as the Member of
Parliament for OlKalou Constituen-
cy. You have won by a resounding
margin, reflecting the unmistakable
voice of the people. We thank the Al-
mighty God for this great victory,”
Gachagua said.

“To the great people of OlKalou,
thank you for giving our party, DCP,
its first Member of the National As-
sembly. Thank you, my great people,
for refusing to sell your birthright
and for being wise enough not to fall
for the deception of development
projects. Thank you a million times
for guarding your vote and for stand-
ing firm despite the actions of rogue
police officers armed with guns and
tear gas.”

He went on to describe the win in
characteristically martial  terms.
“Once again, I am grateful to the
people of Olkalou for accepting to
add me an extra soldier to join the
great army that I lead in Defence
of Kenyans. I have been struggling
with 18 soldiers but with great re-
sults; now I have 19, things will be
much better.”

Gachagua singled out his campaign
lieutenants for praise. “I salute our
campaign leaders, Hon. John Methu
Gitungati and Hon. Wanjiku Muhia
Ngatha, for their outstanding lead-
ership and guidance throughout the
three-month campaign. I was deeply
impressed by the way you organized
and led us. To our allied Senators,
Members of the National Assembly,
MCAs, campaign teams, aspirants,
volunteers, our staff, thank you for

your unwavering commitment and
sacrifice.”

He said he would travel to the con-
stituency in person to thank voters.
“Tomorrow morning, I will visit all
the five wards to personally thank
the people of OlKalou. I have been
so directed by the community. Hon.
Kamau, please go and serve your
people diligently, and represent them
well. God bless OlKalou, and God
bless Kenya!”

The scale of the defeat for UDA was
staggering. Nyagah, the late David
Kiaraho’s former aide and UDA’s
handpicked candidate, could not
even muster a sixth of Kamau’s tally,
finishing a distant second in a field
that also included Jubilee’s Eng.
Wilson Kigwa (164 votes), the Na-
tional Liberal Party’s Stephen Wan-
yoike (85) and the People’s Move-
ment’s Timothy Kariuki (45). For
a seat the government had poured
enormous resources into, and one it
needed to hold to prove its writ still
runs in Mt Kenya, the arithmetic was
unforgiving.

This was never simply a contest for
one parliamentary seat in Nyandarua
County. It was billed, correctly, as a
referendum on who now commands
the political heart of Mt Kenya, Pres-
ident Ruto or his estranged former
deputy. On that question, Ol Kalou
has delivered an emphatic answer.
The mountain is slippery for Ruto,
and it is Gachagua who is standing
steadiest on it.

The result vindicates a strategy that
many in his own camp questioned.
Gachagua defied pressure from the
Jubilee Party to step aside and let
a united opposition candidate face
UDA, insisting instead that DCP
field its own man to test its populari-
ty in the region. It was a gamble that
could have exposed him. Instead,
DCP’s superior organisation on the
ground, from a slicker vote-tallying
operation to disciplined ward-lev-
el mobilisation, outclassed UDA’s
state-backed machine at every turn.
As the results trickled in, congrat-
ulations poured in from across the
political divide, an unusual show of
consensus that underscored how de-
cisively the outcome had been read.
Deputy President Kithure Kindiki,
who had spent months mocking Ga-
chagua’s “kingpin” ambitions and
vowing to “deal with him squarely”

in Ol Kalou, was gracious in defeat.
“Congratulations Sammy Douglas
Waweru Kamau on your imminent
victory in the by-election held today
for the MP seat for Ol Kalou con-
stituency. Unite the residents and
serve them all without distinction,”
Kindiki wrote, adding a nod to the
UDA candidate: “You may not have
succeeded today, but your star shines
bright into the future.”

Wiper Party leader Kalonzo Musy-
oka struck a sharper tone in his mes-
sage, framing the result as a rebuke
of the government rather than simply
a party triumph. “Your victory is de-
cisive. It is the clear voice of the peo-
ple that refused to be silenced by vi-
olence, intimidation, thuggery or the
machinery of Mr Ruto’s rogue re-
gime,” Musyoka said in a statement,
adding: “Wananchi have spoken.”
His congratulations, issued under
the Wiper Patriotic Front’s banner
and the hashtag Komboa Kenya, un-
derscored the deepening alignment
between Gachagua and fellow oppo-
sition principals ahead of 2027.

From Siaya, Governor James Oren-
go led further tributes from Gacha-
gua’s Linda Mwananchi allies, fram-
ing the win as a signal of shifting
national political fortunes ahead of
2027.

Within DCP itself, the celebration
carried the weight of vindication.
Nyandarua Senator John Methu,
appointed the party’s secretary gen-
eral designate in May with explicit
instructions to deliver Ol Kalou, had
staked his political credibility on the
outcome. Working alongside Kipip-
iri MP Wanjiku Muhia, whom Ga-
chagua tasked to co-lead the ground
campaign, Methu spent weeks coun-
tering what DCP described as an
aggressive government charm of-
fensive involving cash inducements
to voters. “The people of Ol Kalou
have proved resilient, and many of
them are telling us that the govern-
ment has pressed them hard with
money, but they have sworn not to
be swayed,” Methu said in the weeks
before the vote. Ol Kalou’s result
suggests he was right, and his stand-
ing within DCP, already elevated by
his defection from UDA ranks, now
looks unassailable.

The victory also burnished the cre-
dentials of a wider bench of DCP-af-
filiated leaders who campaigned

DOUGLAS KAMAU

Ol-Kalou

COMNSTITUENCY

P-Elect

“vour Victory is
decisive. It is the

clear voice of the
peaple that refused
o be silenced by
viglencs, Intimidation,
thuggerny or the
machinery of
M. Rubo's rogue
Pegirme”

Wananchi have

Wiper Party leader Kalonzo Musyoka struck a sharper tone in his message,

framing the result as a rebuke of the government rather than simply a party

triumph

hard for Kamau: Kiambu Senator
Karungo Thang’wa, Murang’a Sen-
ator Joe Nyutu, Kirinyaga Senator
Kamau Murango, Kirinyaga Women
Representative Njeri Maina, Naiva-
sha MP Jayne Kihara, Gatanga MP
Edward Muriu, Mukurweini MP
John Kaguchia, Tetu MP Wanjohi
Wandeto and Nyeri senatorial aspi-
rant Kabando wa Kabando. For each
of them, Ol Kalou is fresh proof that
alignment with Gachagua is no lon-
ger a political liability in Mt Kenya,
but an asset.

The same cannot be said for UDA’s
standard-bearers in the region.
Laikipia East MP Mwangi Kiunjuri,
Kimani Ichung’wah, Anne Wamu-
ratha, Betty Maina, Eric Wamumbi,
the Kiambaa MP and Nyeri Senator
Wahome Wamatinga all campaigned
for Nyagah, betting their own polit-
ical capital on a UDA win. Instead
they inherit a defeat so lopsided it
borders on humiliating, one that will
invite uncomfortable questions from

a State House already anxious about
its standing in a region it cannot af-
ford to lose ahead of 2027.

Jubilee, the party that once owned
this seat through the late Kiaraho,
has been the quiet casualty of the
night, reduced to a rump of 164
votes and further evidence that its
grip on Mt Kenya has all but evapo-
rated, squeezed between a resurgent
DCP and an incumbent UDA.
Gachagua has long insisted, some-
times disingenuously, that he has no
interest in being crowned Mt Ken-
ya’s kingpin. Ol Kalou has made the
disclaimer moot. With DCP’s first
parliamentary seat secured and its
dominance in the mountain freshly
demonstrated at the ballot box, Ga-
chagua is, in practice if not in title,
the region’s new kingpin, and the
road to 2027 now runs unmistakably
through him.
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Education Promises, pressure and panic as Kenya’s university students brace for a heavier burden

Helb at the crossroads: As
government promises more
funding, students fear an
uncertain tomorrow

BY Hadassah Karangu
O @themtkenyatimes

As thousands of young Ken-
yans wait for admission into
universities and colleges,
another journey has already
begun long before they step
into lecture halls. It is not a
journey of learning, but one
of uncertainty, anxiety and
unanswered questions. Across
campuses and in homes, one
issue dominates conversa-
tions: Will Helb be enough?

The government maintains
that it is not abandoning uni-
versity students. The Treasury
has pointed to increased allo-
cations for higher education,

saying that billions of shil-
lings have been set aside for
loans and scholarships under
the student-centred funding
model. Officials have repeat-
edly assured parents and stu-
dents that support will contin-
ue and that access to higher
education remains a national
priority.

Yet despite these assuranc-
es, fear continues to spread
among university students.
The reason is simple. The
number of students seeking
higher education rises every
year, while demand for finan-
cial support is growing even
faster. Budget documents and
education stakeholders have

highlighted significant gaps
between what is required and
what has been allocated, leav-
ing many students wondering
whether everyone who quali-
fies will receive adequate sup-
port.

For many families, Helb is
not just another government
programme. It is the bridge
between hope and dropping
out of school. It pays part of
tuition fees, supports accom-
modation, buys books, pro-
vides transport money and
helps students afford daily
meals. Without it, university
life becomes an uphill battle
that many households simply
cannot finance.
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The greatest fear today is not
whether Helb will exist. The
real fear is whether the amount
disbursed will be enough to
meet students’ actual needs. If
funding is reduced or delayed,
thousands of students could
struggle to pay fees, face reg-
istration challenges, miss ex-
aminations or even defer their
studies. Others may be forced
to spend more time looking
for casual jobs than attending
lectures.

The pressure extends far be-
yond university gates. Parents
are equally affected. Kenya
continues to face a difficult
economic environment in
which many households are
already battling the rising cost
of food, rent, transport and
healthcare. Asking parents to
fill an even bigger financial
gap may simply be impossible
for many families. Some will
borrow, others will sell assets,
while the most vulnerable
may have no option but to
watch their children postpone
their dreams.

The concern is growing as
another cohort prepares to
join universities under an
evolving education system.
Every new intake increases
demand for scholarships and
loans. Unless funding grows
at the same pace, competi-
tion for limited resources will
become even more intense,

Helb illustration

creating uncertainty for both
first-year and continuing stu-
dents.

Recent figures illustrate the
challenge. Budget estimates
indicate that the amount al-
located to Helb remains well
below what is required to sup-
port all eligible students under
the current funding model,
leaving a substantial shortfall.
At the same time, government
leaders insist that allocations
have increased compared
with previous years and that
reforms are intended to ensure
resources reach those with the
greatest financial need.

This debate has become
much bigger than numbers
on a budget sheet. It is about
trust. Students want certainty
before reporting to campus.
Parents want clear answers
before making financial com-
mitments. Universities need
predictable funding to contin-
ue offering quality education
without constant disruption.
No student should begin an
academic year unsure wheth-
er they will afford the next se-
mester. Education works best
when learners concentrate on
books, assignments and inno-
vation—not on whether they
will have enough money for
lunch, accommodation or ex-
amination fees.

The government deserves
recognition for acknowledg-

ing the importance of higher
education and continuing to
invest KSh billions in student
financing. However, the con-
cerns raised by students can-
not simply be dismissed as un-
necessary panic. They reflect
genuine fears experienced by
thousands of young Kenyans
whose future depends on reli-
able financial support.
Ultimately, Kenya’s greatest
resource is not found under-
ground or in government rev-
enue collections. It is found
in its young people. Every
university student represents
future doctors, journalists,
engineers, teachers, lawyers,
entrepreneurs and innovators.
Investing in them is not an
expense; it is an investment
in the country’s future pros-
perity.

As the new academic year
approaches, one question
remains unanswered: Will
the government bridge the
funding gap and restore con-
fidence among students, or
will parents and learners once
again shoulder the burden of
uncertainty?

The answer will determine
not only who enters univer-
sity, but also who manages to
stay there until graduation.
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Tharaka Nithi The bridge is expected to ease transportation of agricultural produce, improve access to social amenities and stimulate commerce

Njuki launches Kwa-Gaicu bridge,
commissions Kilifi bridge as he vows
to prioritize development over early

politics

BY Alex Njeru
O @themtkenyatimes

Tharaka Nithi Governor
Muthomi Njuki yesterday in-
tensified his countywide infra-
structure development agenda
by launching the construc-
tion of Kwa Gaicu Bridge in
Tharaka Constituency before
later commissioning the new-
ly completed Kilifi Bridge in
Chogoria Ward, Maara Con-
stituency.

The two projects are expect-
ed to significantly improve
connectivity, facilitate trade
and enhance access to essen-
tial services for thousands of
residents.

The day’s activities began
at Nthinkuru and Karuguaru
areas where Governor Njuki
flagged off the construction of
the long-awaited Kwa Gaicu
Bridge across the Thanantu
River.

The bridge will connect
Marimanti and  Gatunga
wards, bringing to an end de-
cade of challenges faced by
residents who have relied on
the crossing since the early
1930s.

During the rainy season, the
swollen river has routinely cut
off the route, forcing residents
to travel several kilometres
through Gatunga and Kaar-
wa bridges to access essential
services, schools, markets and
health facilities.

Governor Njuki said the
bridge is part of the county
government’s broader infra-
structure programme aimed
at unlocking the economic
potential of Tharaka Constit-
uency.

“For generations, our people
have endured dangerous river
crossings and long detours
whenever the Thanantu River
flooded. Kwa Gaicu Bridge
will restore dignity, improve
mobility and stimulate eco-

Tharaka Nithi Governor Muthomi Njuki launching construction of Gaicu bridge along Thanantu River in Tharaka constituency and
commissioning newly constructed Kilifi Bridge in Chogoria ward. | Plsts: Alex Njeru.

nomic growth. Development
is about solving the real prob-
lems that affect our people ev-
ery day,” he said.

He noted that Kwa Gaicu
joins other ongoing bridge
projects in the constituen-
cy, including Kwa Magata,
Gacugini, Mpuku and Kan-
thatu, all of which are de-
signed to strengthen transport
networks and accelerate de-
velopment.

“We are systematically
connecting every part of our
county because no commu-
nity should be left behind.
Better infrastructure means
better business, easier access
to schools and hospitals and

faster economic transforma-
tion,” the governor added.
Governor Njuki was accom-
panied by Deputy Governor
H.E. Nyaga Muisrael, County
Executive Committee Mem-
ber for Administration Muth-
ini Karangi, Chief Officer for
Culture and Education Mwiti
Mono and Kawira Munge,
who is seeking the Tharaka
Nithi Woman Representative
seat.

The governor used the occa-
sion to reaffirm his commit-
ment to service delivery, say-
ing his administration would
not be distracted by premature
political campaigns.

“The people of Tharaka Nithi

entrusted us with leadership
so that we can work for them.
It would be irresponsible for
us to abandon development
and begin campaigning years
before elections. This is the
time to build roads, bridges,
markets and hospitals—not to
hold endless political rallies.”

He said leaders would have
an opportunity to seek fresh
mandates when the election
period arrives.

“When the campaign season
comes, we shall return to the
people with our scorecards. It
is our work—not propaganda
or empty rhetoric—that will
determine whether wananchi
grant us another opportunity

to serve.”

Governor Njuki also ecriti-
cized attempts by some oppo-
sition Members of the County
Assembly to interfere with
ongoing road works in their
wards despite voting against
the county budget.

“It is unfortunate that some
leaders who opposed the de-
velopment budget are now at-
tempting to stop tractors from
working on our roads while
claiming there are no projects
in their wards. Development
cannot be sabotaged for polit-
ical convenience. Every ward
deserves services, and we
shall continue implementing
projects for all residents re-

gardless of politics.”

Later, the governor proceed-
ed to Chogoria Ward in Maara
Constituency where he offi-
cially commissioned the new-
ly constructed Kilifi Bridge
linking Chogoria Town to
Kimuchia.

The bridge is expected to
ease transportation of agricul-
tural produce, improve access
to social amenities and stim-
ulate commerce between the
two areas.

“Kilifi Bridge is more than
a crossing; it is an economic
lifeline. By connecting Chog-
oria Town with Kimuchia, we
are opening new opportunities
for trade, investment and fast-
er movement of people and
goods.”

He was accompanied by
Deputy Governor Nyaga
Muisrael, Chogoria Ward
MCA Gatiria Mbae (Ganga)
and Nominated MCA Purity
Wanja.

Leaders who addressed the
gatherings praised Governor
Njuki’s development record,
describing his administration
as one focused on delivering
tangible projects across all
parts of the county.

They dismissed claims that
political ~ differences over
the 2027 gubernatorial race
should derail development,
saying residents were more
interested in improved infra-
structure and better services
than succession politics.

Some leaders from Tharaka
observed that several MCAs
had been misled into opposing
county programmes on claims
that Governor Njuki was not
supporting Tharaka MP Gi-
tonga Murugara’s reported
gubernatorial ambitions.

They urged elected leaders to
put the interests of residents
ahead of political alignments,
noting that development
should unite rather than di-
vide the county.

The twin events underscored
the county government’s
continued investment in in-
frastructure as a catalyst for
economic growth, improved
accessibility and inclusive
development across Tharaka
Nithi County.
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Politics In a letter dated July 16, the coalition accused a section of senators of pushing through an irregular process to oust Sifuna

Sifuna loses whip
role as Kingi
confirms Oketch

BY Joyce Mwangi
©O @themtkenyatimes

An eleventh-hour bid by
the Azimio la Umoja—One
Kenya Coalition to block the
removal of Nairobi Senator
Edwin Sifuna as Senate Dep-
uty Minority Whip has failed,
after Senate Speaker Amason
Kingi confirmed leadership
changes replacing him with
Migori Senator Eddy Oketch.
The changes, communicated
by Kingi during Thursday’s
afternoon plenary sitting,
came despite a formal pro-
test from the Kalonzo Musy-
oka-led Azimio Coalition
Council, which had urged the
Speaker to hold off acting on
any resolution from a disputed
Parliamentary Group meeting
until an internal coalition dis-
pute was resolved. The protest
arrived too late to change the
outcome, but it has laid bare
just how fractured the opposi-
tion’s internal structures have
become, barely a year after
Azimio and Kenya Kwanza
traded barbs over which side
truly represented the coun-
try’s opposition voice.

In a letter dated July 16, the
coalition accused a section of
senators of pushing through
an irregular process to oust Si-
funa, arguing that the meeting
convened by Minority Whip
Ledama Ole Kina breached
both the coalition agreement
and Senate Standing Orders.
Signed by Azimio Coalition
Council Chairperson Philip
Kisia, the letter said the coun-
cil had received formal com-
plaints from member parties
and senators over what they
described as attempts to inter-
fere with the coalition’s lead-
ership in the Senate. Accord-
ing to the coalition, senators
were summoned to Wednes-
day evening’s meeting with-
out being told its agenda, only
to learn on arrival that the real
purpose was to remove Sifuna
from his post. Azimio said the
meeting descended into con-

fusion after what it termed a
“purported vote” backed by
just eleven senators, insisting
Senate Standing Orders re-
quire such a decision to car-
ry the support of a majority
of all coalition members, not
a fraction of those present in
the room.

Azimio maintained that any
changes to the coalition’s
parliamentary leadership can
only be made by the Coalition
Council, under Article 5D(3)
of the coalition agreement.
It further argued that since
ODM had already resolved
earlier this year to exit the co-
alition, the attempted leader-
ship changes were all the more
contentious, given that ODM
senators reportedly formed
the bulk of those pushing for
Sifuna’s removal. Citing an
ongoing dispute under Article
16 of the coalition agreement,
Azimio asked Kingi to hold
off implementing any chang-
es until its dispute resolution
panel had ruled on the matter.
It was, in essence, a plea for
procedural patience in a pro-
cess that had already moved
with striking speed.

Kingi nonetheless proceeded
to communicate the chang-
es to the House, confirming
Oketch as the new Deputy
Minority Whip and bringing
Sifuna’s tenure in the role
to an end. The Speaker was
careful to lay out the proce-
dural basis for his decision,
mindful, it seemed, of the
controversy that was sure to
follow. “By a letter dated July
16, 2026, I received corre-
spondence from the Senate
Minority Leader, Senator
Stewart Madzayo, regarding
the removal of Senator Edwin
Sifuna as the Deputy Senate
Minority Whip and the elec-
tion of Senator Eddy Gicheru
Oketch to replace him,” Kin-
gi told the House. He added
that he had satisfied himself
the process complied with
Standing Order 23(4), which
allows Minority Party sena-
tors to remove an office hold-

er through a majority vote,
and Standing Order 23(6),
which requires that decision
be formally communicated to
the Speaker. “I have verified
the correspondence received
and hereby communicate that
the Minority Party has effect-
ed a change in the office of
the Deputy Senate Minority
Whip,” he said, closing the
door firmly on Azimio’s re-
quest for delay.

Sifuna, for his part, took
the news in stride. Speaking
shortly after the announce-
ment, he thanked the minority
leadership and fellow senators
for their support during his
time in the role, and extended
warm words to his successor.
“I thank the leadership and
members for the cooperation
they have given me during my
time as the Deputy Senate Mi-
nority Whip,” he said. “I con-
gratulate my young brother,
Senator Eddy Oketch, on his
new role.” He struck a light
note about the responsibili-
ties now falling on Oketch’s
shoulders, remarking, “It is
now going to be his job to
whip members so that we can
raise quorum.” It was a dis-
play of composure that many
observers noted stood in sharp
contrast to the turbulence sur-
rounding his exit.

The graciousness of his re-
sponse belied what has been
a bruising few months for the
Nairobi senator. Sifuna, who
also serves as ODM Secre-
tary-General, has in recent
months emerged as one of the
party’s most vocal critics of
the rapprochement between
ODM and the Kenya Kwanza
administration, a stance that
has put him increasingly at
odds with colleagues who fa-
vour closer cooperation with
President Ruto’s government.
His removal from the whip
position follows an earlier set-
back in which he was dropped
from the Senate Committee
on Energy, with Homa Bay
Senator Moses Kajwang’ tak-
ing his place. Taken together,

the two moves paint a picture
of a senator being steadily
edged out of formal influ-
ence within structures he once
helped shape.

Thursday’s leadership shake-
up followed a dramatic Par-
liamentary Group meeting
that descended into chaos,
with senators clashing open-
ly over the legality of the
process. Sources familiar
with the meeting said ten-
sions escalated sharply after
disagreements over the vote
to remove Sifuna, culminat-
ing in pushing and shoving
among lawmakers. It is al-
leged that Ole Kina injured
his hand attempting to punch
Vihiga Senator Godfrey Os-
otsi during the confrontation,
though these claims have not
been independently verified.
Accounts from senators pres-
ent suggest the meeting itself
was far from straightforward,
with some participants indi-
cating that a majority in the
room had initially backed
Sifuna’s retention, only for a
smaller but more organised
faction to carry the process
through regardless. Senators
aligned with the Linda Mwa-
nanchi faction, including Ki-
tui Senator Enock Wambua
and Busia Senator Okiya Om-
tatah, reportedly questioned
the legality of the gathering
from the outset, citing inade-
quate notice and the absence
of a circulated agenda. The
meeting proceeded regard-
less, after Ole Kina ruled

Nairobi Senator Edwin Sifuna

that quorum had been met, a
ruling that has itself become
a point of contention among
those who felt sidelined by
the process.

The timing of the meeting
has also drawn scrutiny. It
took place just hours after a
section of ODM senators held
talks with President Ruto at
State House, under the lead-
ership of Siaya Senator Obu-
ru Oginga. Sources close to
the discussions suggest they
preceded, and possibly influ-
enced, the move to reorganise
the Senate’s minority lead-
ership. Among those said to
have attended the State House
meeting were Oginga, Tom
Ojienda, Eddy Oketch, Ha-
mida Kibwana, Betty Montet,
Johnes Mwaruma, Mohamed
Faki, Stewart Madzayo, Issa
Juma Boy and Moses Ka-
jwang’, a line-up that reads
almost identically to the sena-
tors who would go on to back
Sifuna’s removal later that
evening, fuelling suspicions
that the reshuffle was cho-
reographed well before the
Parliamentary Group meeting
was even convened.

The episode adds another
layer to what has become a
running rivalry between Si-
funa and Oketch. The Migori
senator had, earlier this year,
filed a petition seeking Sifu-
na’s removal as ODM Sec-
retary-General altogether,
accusing him of gross mis-
conduct and sabotaging the
party, partly over a widely

publicised meeting between
Sifuna and former Deputy
President Rigathi Gachagua
at a funeral in Murang’a. That
petition was later withdrawn,
but the underlying tensions it
exposed appear to have resur-
faced, this time with Oketch
emerging as the direct bene-
ficiary of Sifuna’s diminished
standing.

Even so, opinion polling
suggests Sifuna retains con-
siderable goodwill among
grassroots ODM supporters.
A recent survey by TIFA Re-
search found that a majority
of ODM supporters favour
the Sifuna-led Linda Mwa-
nanchi movement over the
party’s current direction, a
finding that complicates the
narrative of a clean, uncon-
tested leadership transition.
Whether that grassroots sym-
pathy translates into any for-
mal pushback within ODM’s
structures remains to be seen,
but it ensures Thursday’s Sen-
ate reshuffle is unlikely to be
the final word on the simmer-
ing divisions within the party.
For now, though, the formal
record is settled. Oketch as-
sumes the office of Deputy
Senate Minority Whip with
immediate effect, and Sifu-
na’s tenure in the role has
come to a close, not with the
drama that surrounded his re-
moval, but with a measured
handshake across the aisle.
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Housing The deal, signed between the government and KCB Bank Kenya, brings KDF officers into the Civil Servants Housing Mortgage Scheme

KDF officers to access decent housing after
signing 4 percentage mortgage deal

BY Grace Wanja
O @themtkenyatimes

Good news is on the way for Ken-
ya’s soldiers. More than 50,000
Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) per-
sonnel can now buy homes under
the Affordable Housing Programme,
thanks to a new partnership that gives
them access to subsidised mortgages
at a four percent interest rate.

The deal, signed between the gov-
ernment and KCB Bank Kenya,
brings KDF officers into the Civ-
il Servants Housing Mortgage
Scheme, a facility that was previ-
ously reserved mainly for senior of-
ficers.

Speaking at the signing ceremony,
Charles Hinga, Principal Secretary
at the State Department for Hous-
ing and Urban Development, said
the move was designed to give army
personnel one less thing to worry

about so they can stay focused on
their duties.

“We have unlocked homeownership
for army personnel whose selfless
service continues to make us proud,”
Hinga said. “The Civil Servants
Mortgage Scheme is no longer for
senior officers only, but for eligible
army personnel.”

Under the facility, soldiers can buy
completed houses, acquire residen-
tial plots, construct new homes,
complete ongoing housing projects,
combine plot purchase with con-
struction, release equity, or transfer
mortgages from other financial insti-
tutions. Officers of the Islamic faith
can access the same benefits through
Shariah-compliant financing under
KCB’s Sahl product.

Principal Secretary for Defence
Patrick Mariru described the part-
nership as timely, noting the sacri-
fices servicemen and women make
in the line of duty. “Provision of

decent housing is a fundamental ba-
sic right enshrined in the Constitu-
tion of Kenya,” he said. “Today, we
celebrate our officers by opening a
homeownership pathway for them.”
KCB Bank Kenya Managing Di-
rector Anastacia Kimtai called the
programme a major milestone in
expanding affordable housing fi-
nance to one of the country’s largest
public-sector workforces. “The on-
boarding of more than 50,000 active
KDF personnel presents a significant
milestone in broadening access to af-
fordable housing finance,” she said.

Chief of the Defence Forces Gener-
al Charles Kahariri said the initiative
gives troops a practical way to own
homes beyond service accommoda-
tion. “By widening access to mort-
gage financing, we are strengthening
the welfare of our officers and their
families, giving them greater securi-
ty and confidence as they plan for the
future,” he said. “When our people

From Left to Right: Defence PS Dr Patrick Mariru, Chiefthe Defence Forces
General Charles Kahariri, Housing PS Charles Hinga, and KCB Bank Kenya MD
Annastacia Kimtai display the signed MOU allowing KDF officers to buy units under
the Affordable Housing Programme under the Civil servants’ mortgage scheme at 4%
interest.

know that their families are secure,
they can serve the nation with even

greater focus and commitment.”
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Journey of life

Rain and sun are both common.
When you fall just rise.
That is the best answer.

Life will teach many bitter truths.
Be ready to learn from others experience
Be ready to learn from all.
Sometimes laughter can turn into disaster.

Our journey of life is not always smooth or easy.
There are obstacles and issues along the way.
Ups and downs are common in life.

So keep walking courageously.
Don’t be worried about anything.
Gradually the mist on your path will clear,
Take it allin an easy way. And the way ahead will become visible.
Don’t be too happy with any achievement,
Nor feel too sad about any failure
Because all of these are like passing clouds.

Everything will come our way.

Brinda. D
Creative writers
Ghs Melpattampakkam Cuddalore dist Tamilnadu
India
Great leaders know this, and act accordingly.

When you burn, ignite the world with
your creation

Just as you eagerly await the break of dawn.
The mark of echoes triumphs over arrows,
Just like finding the key to pure delight.

A step taken toward a mysterious world,
Sometimes seems so far away.

But the moment you feel the warmth of pleasure,
| swear, your longing will be put to rest.

By: Kholova Yulduz

A calm after the storm

Flowers bloomed after the rain.
The trees danced in the gentle breeze.
The river flowed with quiet ease.
Children laughed and ran to play.
Hope and joy filled every day.
After every storm comes light.
Peace makes everything feel right.

S. Yasir shihan
The dark clouds slowly went away.

] ’ VIISTD
The brlght sun smiled :at the ?iay. government high school
The birds began to sing again. sakkarakkottai

Mother's love

Mother is one of the concepts that has hidden
50 many meanings and content in these three
letters.

Our mothers are the most important part
of our lives, a symbol of kindness, patience,
and love. Mother’s love is one of the symbolic
qualities that is carried out without any benefits
orthanks. The love they give us is one of the
important issues that plays animportant role
in our lives. Through them, we can become an
example for a circle of strong and fully happy
people. Let’s appreciate our mothers in time.
Among all the blessings in the world, a mother,
who is considered the greatest and most reliable,
is equally valuable to everyone in any era and at
any time.

Mother.... since the creation of humanity, the
cradle of life - the mother, | want to say the most
dear, most attractive words about life. However,
the joy and joy of both words and life begin with
the mother. The words my mother used to say
when | was a child still ring in my ears. A little
sad, but hopeful, in some cases, a kind of joy and
delight mixed with sadness, tenderness, and a
kind of joy, the voice of a happy mother sounded
incredibly sweet. Perhaps the sound of kindness
and compassion was created from sadness.
My mother’s voice was very sweet, mysterious,
and refined. | felt with my dry heart that there
was some heavenly power in her voice that
could move a person’s heart. When she spoke,

I would involuntarily, without knowing it, run to
my mother’s lap. | wanted to put my head on her
knee and cry. Something would get stuck in my
throat. My flesh would tingle and my heart would
burst from the magic of the melody. It was not

just asong, but also a wave of inexpressible love.
It was an inexplicable sound of love for family,
life, and children. Alla’s melodies were incredibly
mysterious, sophisticated, and despite my very
young age, they seemed to awaken a shiver in my
whole body, calling me to goodness that | had
never understood. It was the cry of a mother’s
heart, a plea that merged with her dreams. At
the same time, at the heart of the melody lay
an indescribable level of love, passion, trust, and
courage. Mother is the support, the foundation
of the nation. She is the never-fading, stainless
gold. A priceless gem of national values and
identity, a treasure trove of high morality and
virtues. The nation lives forever thanks to her.
The lineage of generations continues thanks
to her. She is the embodiment of the nation’s
honor, dignity, and pride. The mother’s breath
embodies the melody of the world, the music of
existence, and her warm, pleasant voice contains
life-giving power. Through her, and only through
her, we discover the world, reveal its layers.
We live in a world within a world. We cannot be
separated from it even for amoment. Then,
brave, courageous, courageous boys - sharp
eagles, kind, kind, beautiful girls with a heart full
of love - reliable mothers who devote their lives
to giving birth to a glorious, honorable, perfect
generation are born. Maternal love is the life of a
child, the source of salvation for a child’s needs,
its inexhaustible power. Already, a newborn baby
is, first of all, inclined to affection, love, and
caresses. He feels his mother through his inner
sense before anyone else. Although he cannot
express his longing and aspirations to her, he
waits with longing. He finds comfort in her warm,
comforting warmth, her pleasant and soulful
scent. Aninvisible connection, a relationship, is
formed between mother and child, connected by
heart and soul.

Our mothers are the greatest blessing of life, the
Jjoy and pleasure of the whole world, embodied in
one person. Their love is a boundless complex. So

let’s appreciate our mothers in every way.

Bobonazarova Yulduz, 2nd year student of
Urgench State Pedagogical Institute

The journey of life

stone,
and rivers winding, not alone.
We stumble, breathe, and learn to see
that every climb is part of me.

So keep going, even when you're tired,
for every step is something sired.
Life isn’t where we end the climb,
it’s in the walking, one step at a time.

We walk with weight upon our backs,
not just a bag, but hopes and cracks.
Some days the path is steep and slow,
yet sunrise paints the doubts we know.

-K. A. Santhoshi
9thstd
GMGHSS,
Komarapalayam,Namakkal district,

Tamil JIndi
There are flowers where we thought was amilnadu, India

If everything around you seems dark
, look again you may be the light

As alittle start in the night ,
The sky seems swallowed by the darkness,
Feeling insignificant,
| complained myself for being too smalll,
After sometime | wonder,

| am being a map for the travellers,
As aseed,
I worried that | was lost in dark soil ,

I thought that | was buried inside the soil ,
After alongtime of self realisation,
Iwonder that ,

I will be a strong root ,

For the steady tree in the future,

Try to find the light inside you,
Which makes the darkness fade away .

J.H.Aasiya
11thstd,
Government girlses higher secondary school,
Nellikkuppam,
CUDDALORE district
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KFS The proposed project will fence approximately 25 kilometres around the 618-hectare forest reserve, enclosing about 661.6 hectares

KFS seeks views on
proposed fencing of

Oloolua forest
reserve

BY Peter Muteti
O @themtkenyatimes

The Kenya Forest Service
(KFS) has conducted a pub-
lic participation forum on the
proposed fencing of Oloolua
Forest Reserve in Kajiado
North.

This is part of the Environ-
mental and Social Impact
Assessment (ESIA) process
ahead of the project’s imple-
mentation.

The project, being undertak-
en by the State Department
for Forestry through KFS in
partnership with the Green
Connect Foundation, pro-
poses the installation of a so-
lar-powered electric perimeter
fence around Oloolua Forest,

which is managed under the
Ngong Hills Forest Station.

Speaking during the meet-
ing, KFS environmental ex-
pert Benedict Omondi said
the fencing is intended to
curb illegal logging, forest
encroachment and other un-
lawful activities while pro-
tecting the forest’s ecological,
recreational and cultural value
for present and future gener-
ations.

“The purpose of the fence is
to safeguard the forest, not to
deny the local community ac-
cess. Designated access gates
will be established in consul-
tation with residents,” said
Omondi.

The proposed project will
fence approximately 25 kilo-
metres around the 618-hect-
are forest reserve, enclosing

about 661.6 hectares.

Residents from Oloolua,
Olkeri, Karen/Empakasi and
Embul-Bul, as well as mem-
bers of the Community Forest
Association (CFA), welcomed
the initiative, saying it would
enhance security and improve
conservation of the forest.

CFA Deputy Chairperson,
Jane Wambui, said the forest
has long been affected by il-
legal dumping, logging and
criminal activities, with sus-
pects often using it as a hide-
out.

Oloolua Officer Command-
ing Station (OCS), Munene
Musau, said the project would
significantly improve security
in the area.

“The fencing will help elim-
inate cases where criminals
use the forest as a hideout. It

Some of the stakeholders during the meeting. | Plote: Courtesy.

will make the area safer for
residents and support law en-
forcement efforts,” he said.

Regional Forest Conserva-
tor for Nairobi, Joyce Thuku,
urged residents to support the
project, noting that the pri-
mary beneficiaries would be
the surrounding communities
through improved security
and better conservation of the
forest.

During the forum, residents
sought clarification on wheth-
er they would be charged to
access the forest after fencing.
KFS assured them that lo-
cal residents would continue

accessing the forest for ap-
proved activities such as graz-
ing, collecting firewood and
beekeeping, provided they are
registered members of Com-
munity Forest Associations.
Concerns were also raised
about possible disruption of
wildlife movement, and KFS
said it would work closely
with the Kenya Wildlife Ser-
vice (KWS) to identify wild-
life corridors and ensure the
fence does not interfere with
animal migration routes.

The KFS further announced
that forest rangers and scouts
would be deployed to patrol
and maintain the fence, with

ranger housing to be con-
structed within the forest.
Residents pledged to support
the project and welcomed
KFS’s commitment to involve
local youth in construction
and related activities to create
employment opportunities.
Implementation of the proj-
ect will commence after the
National Environment Man-
agement Authority (NEMA)
approves the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) re-
port and issues the necessary
licences.
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Labour Kenya accelerates labour export, one question deserves just as much attention: are we doing enough to protect the very citizens we encourage to seek opportunities abroad?

Exporting labour should never mean
exporting vulnerabili

BY Dennis Wendo
O @themtkenyatimes

For generations, Kenyans
have looked beyond our bor-
ders in search of better op-
portunities. Today, overseas
employment has become a
central pillar of the Govern-
ment’s strategy to tackle un-
employment, empower young
people, and position Kenya
as a competitive source of
skilled labour in the glob-
al economy. Through bilat-
eral labour agreements and
structured recruitment pro-
grammes, thousands of Ken-
yans are finding work abroad,
lifting household incomes
and contributing meaningful-
ly to the country’s economic
growth.

Labour migration has, with-
out question, become one of
Kenya’s most valuable eco-
nomic assets. Every year,
Kenyans working overseas
remit billions of shillings that
support families, finance edu-
cation, stimulate investment,
and strengthen the national
economy. These remittances
now rank among the country’s
leading sources of foreign ex-
change, a clear testament to
the diaspora’s contribution to
national development.

Yet as Kenya accelerates
labour export, one question
deserves just as much atten-
tion: are we doing enough to
protect the very citizens we
encourage to seek opportuni-
ties abroad?

Success should never be
measured solely by how many
Kenyans are deployed over-
seas. It should also be judged
by whether they secure decent
employment, earn fair wages,
work under safe conditions,
enjoy effective legal protec-
tion, and return home with
their dignity intact.

The experiences of many
Kenyan migrant workers, par-
ticularly in parts of the Gulf
Cooperation Council region,
are a sobering reminder that
overseas employment can
expose workers to serious
risks. While many Kenyans

Export processing zone

have built successful careers
abroad, others have faced
contract substitution, unpaid
wages, passport confiscation,
excessive working hours,
physical and psychological
abuse, sexual exploitation,
arbitrary detention, and, in
some tragic cases, death un-
der circumstances that remain
unresolved.

Many workers finance their
journeys through costly loans,
hoping overseas employment
will transform their lives.
When recruitment promises
turn out to be false, or work-
ing conditions differ sharply
from what was contracted,
debt becomes another form of
captivity, trapping workers in
exploitative situations simply
to repay what they owe.
Labour migration, then, must
never be treated as merely an
employment programme. It
is equally a matter of human
rights, good governance, and
national responsibility.

The Government’s commit-
ment to expanding overseas
employment opportunities is
commendable, as are the on-
going reforms to strengthen
labour migration governance.
But these efforts must keep
evolving alongside emerging
risks and shifting labour mar-
kets.

The Ministry of Foreign
and Diaspora Affairs car-
ries a crucial responsibility
to safeguard Kenyan work-
ers abroad. Kenyan embas-
sies and diplomatic missions
should be properly equipped
to provide timely consul-
ar assistance, legal support,
and emergency intervention
whenever citizens find them-

selves in distress. Safe hous-
es, responsive reporting chan-
nels, and stronger engagement
with host governments should
become standard features of
Kenya’s diplomatic protec-
tion framework.

The Ministry of Labour and
Social Protection must con-
tinue strengthening bilateral
labour agreements to guar-
antee minimum employment
standards, fair remuneration,
insurance coverage, accessi-
ble dispute-resolution mecha-
nisms, and effective enforce-
ment of workers’ contractual
rights. Equally important is
rigorous oversight of recruit-
ment agencies, to root out
fraudulent and exploitative
practices.

The National Employment
Authority should continue
tightening regulation of pri-
vate recruitment agencies
while expanding pre-depar-
ture orientation programmes.
Every Kenyan leaving the
country for work should un-
derstand the contract they
are signing, the laws of their
destination country, the sup-
port mechanisms available to
them, and their rights as mi-
grant workers.

The Central Organization
of Trade Unions also has an
important role to play, ex-
tending labour rights advo-
cacy beyond Kenya’s borders
through partnerships with in-
ternational trade unions and
workers’ organisations. La-
bour rights should not end the
moment a Kenyan boards an
international flight.
Technology, too, should be-
come part of migrant worker
protection. A coordinated dig-

ital system linking relevant
government agencies with
Kenyan diplomatic missions
would improve worker regis-
tration, emergency communi-
cation, and timely government
intervention during crises.
Recruitment agencies must
be held to the highest stan-
dards of accountability. Those
engaged in fraud, illegal re-
cruitment, contract substitu-
tion, human trafficking, or
worker exploitation should
face swift deregistration,
criminal prosecution, and
meaningful penalties. Such
operators do not only exploit
vulnerable citizens; they dam-
age Kenya’s international rep-
utation.

Prospective migrant workers
also carry responsibility. They
should verify the licensing
status of recruitment agencies,

carefully review employment
contracts, attend pre-depar-
ture training, and ensure that
close family members hold
copies of all essential docu-
ments. Informed migration is
safer migration.

As Kenya continues position-
ing itself as areliable source of
skilled and disciplined labour,
protecting migrant workers
must remain a national pri-
ority. Economic opportunity
should never come at the ex-
pense of human dignity.
Ultimately, the success of
Kenya’s labour migration pro-
gramme will not be measured
simply by how many citizens
work abroad, or how much
they remit home. It will be
measured by whether every
Kenyan who leaves in search
of a better future does so
safely, works under fair and

dignified conditions, enjoys
meaningful protection from
their government, and returns
home with hope rather than
hardship.

As Kenya expands opportu-
nities for its citizens across
the global labour market, it
must also strengthen the sys-
tems that protect them. Over-
seas employment should be
a pathway to prosperity, not
vulnerability. The promise
of greener pastures should
never become a journey into
exploitation or despair. By
placing the dignity, rights and
welfare of migrant workers at
the heart of labour migration
policy, Kenya will not only
strengthen its international
standing but also fulfil its en-
during duty to protect its cit-
izens, wherever they may be.

Dennis Wendo is a Gov-
ernance and Public Policy
Analyst at the Integrated De-
velopment Network—Kenya
(IDN—Kenya).

Email:  idn.kenya@gmail.
com | Website: www.idnken-

ya.org
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Cult . Fundamentalism is not simply “taking religion seriously,” and it is not synonymous with devotion, discipline, or even literalism on its own

In heaven’s name, we buried our own
reasoning

By: Jerameel Kevins Owuor
Odhiambo

O @themtkenyatimes

The year of the Lord is 2023 and
the setting is in Kilifi County, a
husband walks into a police station
because his wife and daughter have
not returned from a forest. What the
officers find when they follow him is
not a missing-persons case. It is a na-
tion’s reckoning with itself, dug up
one shallow grave at a time. By the
time the exhumations slowed, more
than four hundred bodies had been
pulled from the red soil of Shaka-
hola, and autopsies would show
that most of them had starved, some
strangled, some suffocated, some
beaten all in pursuit of a heaven their
pastor promised was only reachable
through hunger. That is not meta-
phor. That is inquest.

We must resist the temptation to file
Shakahola under the folder marked
“cult,” seal it, and walk away re-
lieved that madness has an address
far from our own pews. To do that is
to misdiagnose the disease by star-
ing only at its most advanced tumor.
What killed those four hundred peo-
ple did not arrive as a foreign thing.
It walked in wearing the same vest-
ments it wears on any ordinary day
of worship, carrying the same book,
singing the same hymns. The forest
was not an aberration. It was an am-
plification of something that already
lives, quietly and respectably, in a
thousand congregations across this
country.

So let us name the thing properly,
because a wound you cannot name
is a wound you cannot dress. Funda-
mentalism is not simply “taking reli-
gion seriously,” and it is not synon-
ymous with devotion, discipline, or
even literalism on its own. It is a par-
ticular architecture of the mind, built
on three load-bearing walls. The first
is certainty without appeal: a con-
viction so total that no fact, however
documented, is permitted to modify
it only to be reinterpreted, explained
away, or declared a test sent to try the
faithful. The second is a single, un-
questionable source of authority, be
it a text or a man claiming direct line

i.

to God, whose word requires no cor-
roboration and tolerates no cross-ex-
amination. The third is the collapse
of the world into two camps only the
saved and the damned, the obedient
and the cursed so that anyone coun-
selling caution, whether a doctor, a
journalist, or a frightened relative, is
not a second opinion but an enemy
of the faith. Strip away the theology
and what remains is a closed episte-
mological system: a way of knowing
that has sealed its own exits.

That is why a mother who withholds
antimalarials from a feverish child
in favour of fasting and prayer is
not practising an extreme version of
faith. She is executing the same op-
erating system that built the graves
at Shakahola, just running a gentler
subroutine of it not yet asked to walk
the doctrine’s last, lethal mile. Evi-
dence-based medicine survives on
falsifiability: a claim is only as good
as our willingness to test it against
the world and discard it when it fails.
Fundamentalist reasoning inverts
this completely. The conclusion is
fixed in advance, sacred, non-nego-
tiable, and any inconvenient fact a
rising temperature, a starving child,
a positive HIV test is not data to be
reckoned with but a trial of obedi-
ence to be endured. Once a mind has
been trained to treat contradiction as
temptation rather than information, it
has lost the one tool that lets a person
distinguish a good idea from a fatal

Shakahola

one. That is not spiritual devotion.
That is the deliberate disarming of a
population’s critical faculty, congre-
gation by congregation, sermon by
sermon.

Kenya has watched this arithmetic
play out before Shakahola and since.
Investigators and human rights bod-
ies who examined the case concluded
that the tragedy was not simply the
work of one deranged preacher but
a failure the state had been warned
about and declined to stop, with se-
curity officers in the area faulted for
negligence long before the graves
were found. That finding matters,
because it tells us fundamentalism
does not kill alone. It kills with the
complicity of institutions too po-
lite, too electorally cautious, or too
theologically deferential to intervene
while a “man of God” is still merely
eccentric rather than yet a murderer.
The four thousand-odd registered
churches operating in this country at
the time were not evidence of a spir-
itually rich nation. They were evi-
dence of a regulatory vacuum wide
enough to bury four hundred people
in, and no one thought it strange
enough to close.

And it is never only the dead we
should count. Under the same ar-
chitecture of certainty, girls have
been married off before their bodies
were ready for it, women have been
told a husband’s violence is a cross
to bear rather than a crime to re-

port, children born with correctable
conditions have been presented to
congregations as demons to be exor-
cised rather than patients to be treat-
ed, and queer Kenyans have been
catalogued as abominations rather
than citizens. Each of these is fun-
damentalism doing precisely what
its architecture is built to do: convert
a human rights violation into a reli-
gious observance, so the perpetrator
feels obedient rather than guilty, and
the victim is taught to feel deserving
rather than wronged. The erosion is
slow enough that no single sermon
looks like a crime scene. But add
up enough sermons, enough closed
epistemologies, enough unquestion-
able men, and you get Shakahola.
You get a father calmly denying his
starving children food and calling it
faith.

None of this indicts belief itself, and
it would be intellectually dishonest
and strategically self-defeating to
pretend otherwise. Kenya’s churches
have buried the state’s failures more
often than they have caused them:
feeding programmes, hospices,
schools in counties the government
forgot, moral courage during years
when courage of any other kind
was scarce. The problem this essay
names is not faith. It is faith stripped
of its humility, faith that has stopped
asking questions of itself, faith wea-
ponised by men who discovered
that “God told me” is a sentence no

magistrate wants to be first to chal-
lenge. There is a difference between
a congregation that prays over a sick
child on the way to hospital and one
that prays instead of going. The first
walls of fundamentalism certainty,
singular authority, closed camps are
absent from the first congregation
and load-bearing in the second.

The task in front of us, then, is not
to choose between the sanctuary
and the clinic. It is to insist, without
apology, that no pulpit in this repub-
lic sits above the Constitution, and
that a doctrine which cannot survive
contact with a blood test or a court of
law has no business shaping the lives
of children who never consented to
it. Regulate the unregistered church-
es. Prosecute the men who dress pre-
dation in prophecy. Teach reasoning,
not merely recitation, in the Sunday
school and the public school alike.
Protect the believer’s right to wor-
ship exactly as fiercely as we protect
the child’s right not to be starved for
it.

Shakahola’s graves have mostly
been closed now. The question this
country has not yet closed is whether
it will keep manufacturing the archi-
tecture that filled them.

The writer is a social commentator
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Zimbabwe Millions of citizens have left the country over the years in search of work, security, and better opportunities elsewhere

Term extension must be justified
by results, not promises

Ice Nyamande
O @themtkenyatimes

Zimbabwe deserves better than
promises. It deserves proof.
President Emmerson Mnangagwa’s
decision to remain in office until
2030, following the enactment of the
Constitution of Zimbabwe Amend-
ment Act No. 3 of 2026, continues
to spark heated public debate. At the
heart of it lies a fundamental consti-
tutional question: should a change
that extends the tenure of elected
leaders be put to a national referen-
dum, so citizens can express their
will directly?

For many Zimbabweans, though,
this debate goes beyond legal tech-
nicalities. It is about governance,
accountability, and whether extend-
ing political office is justified by real
improvements in ordinary people’s
lives.

Zimbabwe continues to face deep
economic and social challenges.
Millions of citizens have left the

President Emmerson Mnangagwa

country over the years in search of hard truths about the difficulties

work, security, and better opportuni-
ties elsewhere. This exodus reflects

many families face, and raises se-
rious questions about the country’s

ability to sustain its own people at
home.

The healthcare system remains un-
der enormous strain. Public hospi-
tals regularly run short of medicines,
equipment, and essential supplies,
while many citizens struggle to af-
ford consultation fees, treatment, or
even transport to the nearest clinic.
Maternal healthcare and other crit-
ical services continue to fall short,
leaving vulnerable communities ex-
posed.

The broader economy has also
failed to deliver the growth and job
creation many had hoped for. High
unemployment, a swelling infor-
mal sector, rising living costs, and
shrinking purchasing power have
left households struggling to meet
basic needs. Despite repeated prom-
ises of economic transformation,
many Zimbabweans feel meaningful
change has yet to arrive.

Against this backdrop, extending
a presidential term naturally invites
scrutiny. Citizens have every right
to ask what exceptional national in-

terest is served by prolonging an ad-
ministration’s tenure while so many
long-standing challenges remain un-
resolved. These are not hostile ques-
tions. They are democracy doing
what it is meant to do.

Democracy asks those entrusted
with public office to keep demon-
strating, in real and measurable
ways, that their leadership is improv-
ing people’s lives. Extending politi-
cal power should come with clear
evidence of progress in healthcare,
education, employment, infrastruc-
ture, economic stability, and public
service delivery, not more rhetoric.
Zimbabwe’s future depends not on
how long any one leader stays in
office, but on the quality of gover-
nance delivered while they are there.
History will ultimately judge this
administration, as it judges every
administration, by the lives it im-
proved, the institutions it strength-
ened, and the opportunities it created
for its citizens.

Issued by: Alice Nyamande, Presi-
dent, Action Democratic Movement
(ADM)

Celebrating life I knew him as Kasule, Muzukulu wa Kassujija — a man with a gentle name and an even gentler heart.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF REV. ¥
FR. CHRISPINE OKELLO, IMC *.i

BY Mukama Phillip Kahigiriza
2 @themtkenyatimes

Kasule, Muzukulu wa Kassujija
16th July, 2026
By Mukama Phillip Kahigiriza

My heart is heavy at this hour...

I never imagined I would be writing
these words.

But today, heaven welcomed home
a man who spent his whole life
pointing others there — Rev. Fr.
Chrispine Okello, IMC.

I knew him as Father.

I knew him as a friend.

I knew him as Kasule, Muzukulu
wa Kassujija — a man with a gentle
name and an even gentler heart.

At the time of his passing, he was
serving as Parish Priest of Our Lady
Consolata Kapeeka Parish. Before
that, from April 2008 to April 2011,
he served at Our Lady Consolata
Bweyogerere Parish. That’s where
many of us, including me, first en-
countered his kind of priesthood —

not loud, not showy, but deeply real.

He ministered with dedication, hu-
mility, and compassion.

He didn’t just preach from the altar.
He walked into homes. He sat on ve-
randas. He listened longer than was
comfortable. He prayed when no one
was watching.

Fr. Chrispine taught me that priest-
hood is not about standing above
people.

It’s about kneeling with them.

In the confessional, he was mercy
without judgment.

At the bedside of the sick, he was
peace in a cassock.

To the youth, he was a reminder that
God still believes in us.

To children, he was that warm smile
that said, “You matter to God.”

He had a way of planting things.
Faith in families that were breaking.
Hope in young people who felt for-
gotten.

The Consolata spirit — to comfort
the afflicted — right into the every-
day lives of ordinary people.

He never chased titles. He chased
souls.

He never counted hours. He count-
ed people.

And every quiet act of kindness he
did, the kind that never made it to an-
nouncements, I believe heaven was
writing it down.

Today the Church is quieter.
Kapeeka has lost a shepherd.
Bweyogerere has lost a father who
once walked its lanes.

And I have lost a priest whose
words and example will keep form-
ing me long after he is gone.

I do not mourn as one without hope.
I mourn as one who was blessed to
be loved and led by a holy man.

Thank you, Fr. Chrispine, for every
Mass.

Thank you for every counsel.
Thank you for every time you chose
people over position.

Thank you for showing us what a
servant of God looks like.

Now the Lord you served so faith-
fully has called you home.
I pray He grants you eternal rest and
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REV. FR. CHRISPINE OKELLO, IMC

the reward promised to His faithful
servants.

_FEternal rest grant unto you, O
Lord,

and let perpetual light shine upon
you.

May your soul, and the souls of all
the faithful departed,

through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

Rest well, Father.

Teach us now from where you are.
Pray for us. We will miss you un-
til we meet again at the table of the
Lord.

May your soul rest in eternal peace
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Book Review:

Author: Charles Dicken
Book: Great Expectations
Reviewer: Hajra Sarwar

Expectations make a person
emotionally timid and inse-
cure and psychologically in-
vested in depending on other’s
perceptions. Individuals under
this influence continuously
striving to fit in what society
wants them to be.

Charles Dickens is one of
the most prolific novelists of
the Victorian age. As a keen
observer of his society, he
exposed various malpractices
going on in the Victorian era
like poor education system so-
cial and legal injustices, class
stratification, ever increasing
greed of money and nourish-
ment of wrong notions among
people. His noel Great Expec-
tations is finest in the exhibi-
tion of such vices.

Charles Dickens has artisti-
cally elaborated these social
flaws and exposed the society
that comes under the differ-
ence of class. This so-called
segregation of status and class
made an orphan child Pip, an
insecure person. He was quite
satisfied with his job until
he visited Miss Havisham’s
house and Estella calls him
“a common laboring boy”.
He feels ashamed of his job as
black smith. He tries to hide
his dirty hands from Estella
thinking she “might despise”
him because he wanted to
be friends with her, but their
class difference was against
their friendship.

He aspires to rise above his
position and become a part
of upper-class family. Joe
Garjery, Pip’s brother-in-law,
is a father like figure for Pip.
He wanted to raise Pip under
love and care. Whereas Miss
Havisham represents the elite

class. She brought up Estella
in a very tense environment.
She uses Estella as a bait for
all young men. Estella is in-
culcated with this idea “break
their heats and have no mer-
cy”.

As Pip grew older, he is at-
tracted towards Estella and
wanted to have her but she
rejects him. This shows how
bad upbringing with wrong
notions effects the generation
and stigmatizes the society.
The novel elaborates how
gentlemanliness is judged
through wealth and appear-
ance. People like Drummle,
are regarded as gentleman
because of their appearance
whereas a morally good per-
son like Joe is disregarded be-
cause of his poverty.

Dickens through this novel,
brings to light how large-scale
commercialization  affected
the notions of the masses. He
satirizes the excessive greed
for money. Its money that cor-
rupts human beings and ruins
relations. Pip, the protagonist
of the novel becomes a snob
under this crucial influence of
monetary considerations. He
starts regarding money and
prosperity superior to human
relations. His attitude towards
his nearest and dearest ones
undergoes a severe change.
The work of blacksmith which
he used to like once as a child
now seems coarse and inferior
to him. Here Dickens instructs
the readers to regard relations
as superior to every other con-
sideration.

The title of the novel pos-
sesses the major theme of the
novel as most of the charac-
ters have aspirations, though

they prove mere illusions and
are shattered in the long run.
Pip has great expectations of
marrying Estella for this very
thing he goes to London, gets
education, grooms himself
but his dream shatters at the
end when Estella disregards
him.

As for the novel, it is a bil-
dungsroman novel. The nov-
el tells the story of a person’s
growth from childhood to
maturity. the protagonist of
the novel grows from child
to adult through the course
of the novel. The novel also
elaborates the growth in a
way that how an innocent
child who is confident feels
secure in whatever he has
whether its family or job or
whatever the social status he
has eventually becomes inse-
cure and dissatisfied with his
position.it shows how a per-
son develops from simplici-
ty to sinful youth but finally
realizes that goodness comes
from within a person.
Dickens’ style his way of
painting a true picture of so-
ciety is commendable. He is
indeed a true social commen-
tator. He sees things and pro-
vides a suitable alternative
for malpractices of his era
that are common in almost
every society even nowa-
days. He employs technique
of satire to reform society. He
does not simply aim to erad-
icate all social vices but also
prescribes a better alternative
and his works are evident in
this way.

Through the encapsulating
illustration of this novel, we
can conclude in this way
that if a person wants to take
part in social reform, he can
at least use his insightful
thoughts and delineate it in
his works. The society can
be a better place to live in if
there must be a just legal sys-
tem. And by putting an end to
all type of class stratification.
If there will be equality, there
will not be any inferiority
complex.
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Al should support teachers, not
replace them

By Lucky Frank

Artificial intelligence is no
longer a distant promise for
Kenyan schools. It is already
here, and how the country man-
ages it now will shape a gener-
ation of learners.

Education stakeholders have
urged schools to adopt Al re-
sponsibly, insisting the technol-
ogy should support teachers,
not replace them. The call came
during discussions on Al’s
growing footprint in Kenya’s
education sector, as institutions
grapple with how far to let ma-
chines into the classroom.
Used well, Al can lighten
teachers’ workloads. It can
assist with lesson planning,
assessment, personalised learn-
ing, and administrative tasks,
freeing educators to spend
more time mentoring and en-
gaging students directly. That
is the promise: less paperwork,
more teaching.

But the warning is just as ur-

Al SHOULD SUPPORT
TEACHERS,

NOT REPLACE THEM

gent. Overreliance on Al risks
eroding critical thinking, cre-
ativity, and independent learn-
ing, the very qualities education
is meant to build. A generation
that outsources its thinking to
algorithms will struggle to rea-
son for itself.

The solution is not to reject
Al, but to govern it. Stakehold-
ers have rightly called on the
Ministry of Education, schools,
and other institutions to devel-
op clear policies, train teach-

ers adequately, and set ethical
guidelines for Al use in learn-
ing spaces.

Kenya cannot afford to sit out
this transition, nor can it afford
to sleepwalk into it. Handled
with foresight, Al can strength-
en outcomes without hollowing
out the profession it is meant to
assist.

Technology should sharpen
the teacher’s craft, not substi-
tute for it.

Ol Kalou and the democratic
imperative of transparency

By Levis Wangamati

Roads can close. Trust cannot
afford to.

The Ol Kalou parliamentary
by-election is more than a con-
test for a vacant seat. It is a test
of whether Kenya’s democrat-
ic institutions can match secu-
rity with transparency.

Heightened  security and
road closures are now famil-
iar features of election day.
The State has a constitutional
duty to protect voters, offi-
cials and electoral materials,
and citizens generally accept
the inconvenience that comes
with it. But security without
communication breeds suspi-
cion. When roads close and
movement is restricted with-
out timely public information,
rumour fills the silence, and
in the digital age, speculation
travels faster than facts.

This is where institutions
must rise above politics.
Transparency is not a courte-

sy; it is an obligation. Elector-
al agencies, security officers
and political leaders all share
a duty to communicate clearly
and consistently throughout
the process, not only after re-
sults are declared.

An election’s legitimacy does
not end at the vote count. It
rests on whether citizens be-
lieve every stage, from secu-
rity operations to tallying, was
open to scrutiny. That belief

takes years to build and mo-
ments to destroy.

Ol Kalou should be remem-
bered not just for who wins,
but for how transparently the
process was run. Elections
pass; institutions and public
trust endure.

The roads into Ol Kalou may
close for security. The road to
truth must stay open.

Government steps up

climate-smart farming to boost
food security

By Alfred Mutua

Kenya’s farms are on the front
line of climate change, and the
government says it is finally
arming them for the fight.
Authorities have intensified ef-
forts to promote climate-smart
agriculture, part of a wider push
to strengthen food security and
shield farmers from worsening
climate shocks.

Agriculture and Livestock De-
velopment Cabinet Secretary
Mutahi Kagwe said the govern-
ment is partnering with coun-
ty administrations, research
institutions and development
partners to equip farmers with
modern techniques that raise
crop yields while building re-
silience against drought, floods
and erratic rainfall.

The initiative includes ex-
panding farmer training, pro-

: . GOVERNMENT STEPS UP R
- = CLIMATE-SMART FARMING =

10 BOOST FOOD SECURITY,

moting water conservation,
supporting  drought-tolerant
crop varieties, and improving
access to agricultural extension
services. Officials say the mea-
sures target both smallholder
and large-scale farmers strug-
gling to maintain output amid
shifting weather patterns.

The government has also
committed substantial funding
to agriculture in the 2026/27
financial year, aimed at boost-

ing productivity, strengthening
value chains and reinforcing
national food security.

Experts say the stakes could
not be higher. Sustained invest-
ment in climate-resilient farm-
ing, they argue, will be decisive
in keeping food supplies stable
and protecting farmers’ liveli-
hoods in the years ahead.

The message from Nairobi is
clear: adapt now, or pay later at
the harvest.

Kenya needs better disaster
preparedness

By Cynthia Jemutai

The water always
back. So does the grief.
Recent floods have claimed
lives, displaced families, and
destroyed homes and infra-
structure across the country.
Each time, the images are the
same: submerged homesteads,
stranded families, and a nation
caught off guard by a crisis it
has seen before. These trage-
dies are not just natural disas-
ters; they are failures of plan-
ning.

Kenya cannot keep treating
floods as unforeseeable acts
of nature when the warning
signs are, more often than not,
visible well in advance. What
the country lacks is not infor-
mation but the systems to act
on it.

County and national govern-
ments must invest seriously
in proper drainage systems,
reliable early warning mech-
anisms, and sustained public

comes

awareness campaigns. Com-
munities in flood-prone areas
need timely, accurate infor-
mation and adequate support
well before disaster strikes,
not emergency relief after the
damage is done.

This requires coordination,
not improvisation. Drainage
infrastructure must be built and
maintained with flooding pat-
terns in mind. Early warning
systems must reach the people
who need them, in language
and format they understand.

And public education must be
continuous, not confined to the
aftermath of tragedy.

Preparedness saves lives. It is
cheaper than recovery, and far
kinder than mourning.

Kenya must stop reacting to
disasters and start preventing
their devastating effects. The
next flood is not a matter of if,
but when. The only real ques-
tion is whether the country will
be ready.
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The Paint That Builds Africa

New Gor Mahia signing Hansel Ochieng’ (right) signs his contract along with club chair Ambrose Rachier. PHOTO/GOR MAHIA FC
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*New Gor Mahia signing Hansel Ochieng’ has declared his minimum target for the season: win-
ning the league title with his new club.

New Gor hitman eyes Premier League,
CAF glory

Treageen iR 5

By Martin Weche

New Gor Mahia signing Han-
sel Ochieng’ has declared his
minimum target for the season:
winning the league title with his
new club.

The striker is aiming to become
an FKF Premier League cham-
pion by the end of the 2026/27
season, while also hoping to
steer K’Ogalo deep into the CAF
Champions League.

“I think it is a special feeling, a
good feeling. Any player should
be happy to be part of this team.
First, I"d want us to defend the
Premier League title, and sec-
ondly, go as far as possible in
the CAF Champions League,”
Ochieng’ said.

The forward completed a move
to the record 21-time Kenyan
champions on Wednesday, pen-
ning a two-year deal after a
standout season with topflight
newcomers APS Bomet. He
finished the 2025/26 campaign
with six league goals, playing a
key role as APS Bomet secured a

respectable 10th-place finish and
retained their place in the top
flight in their debut season.

Ochieng’, who has also turned
out for AFC Leopards, Kakame-
ga Homeboyz, Nzoia Sugar, So-
fapaka and Nairobi City Stars,
had long been linked with a
switch to Gor Mahia following
the conclusion of last season.
His performances also attracted
interest from a Zambian Super
League side, but it is Gor Ma-
hia who won the race for his
signature as the club continues
strengthening its squad ahead of
a season that will include conti-
nental assignments.

The forward has promised to re-
pay the faith shown in him by the
club’s management with strong
performances on the pitch.

“I think the best way to show
appreciation is just by perform-
ing,” he said.

Ochieng’ is a name that will
be all too familiar to the Green
Army. The striker has built a
fearsome reputation against Gor
Mabhia over the past year, scor-

ing five goals against the record
champions across multiple meet-
ings. The most memorable came
last November, when he scored
twice and set up two more goals
as APS Bomet stunned Charles
Akonnor’s side 4-1 at Nyayo
Stadium. He struck again in Feb-
ruary, netting a brace in a 4-1
win over K’Ogalo, who were
league leaders at the time.
Ochieng’ will now get the
chance to win over the very
fans who once dreaded facing
him, starting with the CECAFA
Kagame Cup in Rwanda, which
runs from July 24 to August 7.
Gor Mahia have been drawn in
Group A alongside Rwandan
hosts APR FC, Ugandan cham-
pions Vipers SC, and Djibouti’s
Garde Républicaine FC, with
K’Ogalo opening their campaign
against APR FC on the tourna-
ment’s first day.

The regional championship will
double as preparation for clubs
ahead of their 2026/27 CAF
Champions League and CAF
Confederation Cup campaigns,

which begin in September, mak-
ing Ochieng’s early performanc-
es in Kigali a useful gauge of
how quickly he can settle into
his new surroundings.

Ochieng’ joins a growing list
of new faces at K’Ogalo this
off-season, with the club also
bringing in goalkeepers Michael
Onyango and Humphrey Katasi,
midfielder Enock Machaka, de-
fender Daniel Sakari, and winger
David Okoth Odhiambo, among
others, as Gor Mahia intensify
their recruitment drive ahead of
a season in which they will de-
fend their league crown and push
for continental success.

For a striker who has made a
career out of punishing Gor Ma-
hia, the challenge now shifts.
Ochieng’ will have to convert
the instincts that once tormented
K’Ogalo into goals for them,
starting on a stage that will test
his new side against some of
East and Central Africa’s best.
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* A star-studded field of 96 golfers is set to headline the NCBA Limuru Open & Brackenhurst Tro-
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phy at Limuru Country Club this weekend (July 17-19)

Star-Studded field set for NCBA Limuru
Open & Brackenhurst Trophy

NCBA Kabete Open 2026 Champion John Kamaisi in action during the final round of the NCBA Kabete Open at VetLab Sports Club

By: Capital Sport

A star-studded field of 96 golf-
ers is set to headline the NCBA
Limuru Open & Brackenhurst
Trophy at Limuru Country Club
this weekend (July 17-19) with
the event expected to deliver one
of the most competitive amateur
showdowns of the season.

The 2026 Kenya Amateur Golf
Championship Series leader,
John Kamaisi, headlines the line-
up that also has second placed
Jay Sandhu and third-placed El-
vis Muigua alongside Rwanda’s
Jean D’Amour Hitayezu who
comes to this leg on the back of
his win at the NCBA Coast Open
‘Barry Cup’ last weekend.

Teenage sensations Kanana
Muthomi and Cherono Kipko-
rir lead the list of women golf-

ers set for the Limuru show-
down alongside Kellie Gachaga,
Maryam Mwakitawa, and Nancy
Wairimu.

The field features players from
Rwanda, Zambia, Namibia, Bo-
tswana, Burundi, Uganda, India,
Ghana, China, and Serbia, add-
ing strong regional and interna-
tional appeal as they compete for
a share of the KES 700,000 prize
pool.

Kamaisi leads the standings
on 809.20 points, extending his
advantage at the top despite the
second-place finish in Mombasa.
Muthaiga Golf Club’s Jay Sand-
hu sits second on 640.00 points,
Elvis Muigua remains third with
495.26 points, Eugine Wafula
is fourth on 472.26 points, and
William Odek rounds out the top
five on 409.56 points.

The Limuru Open & Bracken-
hurst Trophy remains an import-
ant stop on the KAGC pathway,
offering players a chance to earn
ranking points, sharpen compet-
itive form, and test themselves
against some of the region’s best
amateurs.

The strength of the entry list
also reflects the continued appeal
of Limuru Country Club as a
venue capable of attracting elite
fields and delivering high-quali-
ty championship golf.

At the same time, more golfers
will be hoping to secure their
NCBA Golf Series Grand Fi-
nale slots this weekend during
the Nyanza Golf Club Monthly
Mug, a mini-qualifier of the se-
ries.

Qualification to the Grand Fi-
nale, set to be held at the pres-

tigious Karen Country Club on
November 28, will be earned by
the Overall Gross Winner, Men’s
Gross Winner, Lady Gross Win-
ner, Division 2 Men Winner, Di-
vision 2 Lady Winner, Division
3 Winner, and the leading Junior.
Elsewhere, the fifth leg of the
2026 PGK Equator Tour teed off
at Ruiru Sports Club on Thurs-
day, July 16 and will run through
to Sunday, July 19.
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When the beat outlived the message

How Uganda’s Secular Music Traded Prophets for Popularity — and Left a Generation Searching

By: Mukama Phillip Kahigiriza
mukphix@gmail.com

¢

Worth Noting:

. In 2026, the music
industry runs on a different cur-
rency: attention. Three seconds
to hook a listener. Fifteen sec-
onds to start a trend. A scandal
to stay relevant. In boardrooms
and studios, the conversa-

tion has shifted. “Sound first.
Message later. If there’s time,”

a Kampala producer admitted,
requesting anonymity. “If verse
2 doesn’t go viral, it doesn’t
matter what it says.” The algo-
rithm does not reward depth. It
rewards repetition.

. It rewards provocation.
As a result, lyrics that glorify
drug abuse, materialism, and
the exploitation of women

can become “hits” overnight,
not because they are true, but
because they are trending. Even
within some gospel spaces,
critics note the same drift: a
pursuit of stadium sound over
soul conviction.

There was a time in this country
when a song did more than make
you dance. It made you think. It
made you repent. It made you call
home. In living rooms across Kam-
pala, Gulu, and Mbale in the 1980s,
90s, and early 2000s, the radio was
not background noise. It was a pul-
pit without walls. A verse could
confront a corrupt official. A cho-
rus could tell a teenager to stay in
school. A bridge could hold a griev-
ing nation together. Today, that same
radio plays louder. The production is
cleaner. The artists have millions of
followers. But the silence after the
song is heavier than ever. Because
when you ask, “What did that song
say?” — there is often nothing left
to answer.

Secular music once carried moral
weight. It was not called “gospel,”
but it preached nonetheless. Bob
Marley sang of redemption and re-
sistance. Lucky Dube sang of war,
AIDS, and the dignity of the poor.
At home, Philly Bongoley Lutaaya
released Alone And Frightened not
to top charts, but to dismantle stig-
ma at the height of the HIV crisis.
The song saved lives because it told
the truth. Artists wrote about teenage
pregnancy, domestic violence, trib-
alism, and the cost of greed. They
risked being banned because popu-
larity was never the point. Healing
was. “You would hear a song and go
home and look at your father differ-
ently,” says Josephine Nambi, 52, a
teacher in Kampala. “Now you hear
a song and you only remember the
dance.”

In 2026, the music industry runs on
a different currency: attention. Three
seconds to hook a listener. Fifteen
seconds to start a trend. A scandal
to stay relevant. In boardrooms and
studios, the conversation has shift-
ed. “Sound first. Message later. If
there’s time,” a Kampala producer
admitted, requesting anonymity. “If
verse 2 doesn’t go viral, it doesn’t
matter what it says.” The algorithm
does not reward depth. It rewards
repetition. It rewards provocation.
As a result, lyrics that glorify drug
abuse, materialism, and the exploita-
tion of women can become ‘“hits”
overnight, not because they are true,

for Meaning

but because they are trending. Even
within some gospel spaces, critics
note the same drift: a pursuit of sta-
dium sound over soul conviction.

This is not a rejection of evolu-
tion. Music must grow. Sound must
change. But in the pursuit of metrics,
something essential is being quiet-
ly eroded. The old music gave so-
ciety language for pain — poverty,
corruption, disease. Today’s music
often avoids discomfort because dis-
comfort does not get shared. Songs
used to be archives of who we were.
Now most are disposable, forgot-
ten in two weeks by the next trend.
Families once gathered around one
record. Today we listen in silos,
performing for strangers instead of
communing with each other. Dr. Sar-

ah Kiguli, cultural critic at Makerere
University, frames it plainly: “When
music stops educating, society enter-
tains itself to death. We are not being
moved. We are being distracted.”
This is not an indictment of young
artists. Many are trapped in a sys-
tem that pays for noise and punishes
nuance. Across studios in Kampala,
Jinja, and Gulu, songwriters are still
writing about mental health, unem-
ployment, broken families, and cli-
mate. They simply do not get the
same push. They do not buy bots.
They do not manufacture scandals.
So they remain underground. The
question is whether audiences, me-
dia houses, and promoters will meet
them there.

Perhaps the recovery begins with

the listener. Before we stream. Be-
fore we share. Before we make it
trend: What is this song teaching my
brother, my sister, my child? Before
we book an artist: What are they
planting in our community? Music
was never meant to be only enter-
tainment. It is formation. It forms
character. It forms values. It forms
a people. The beat will always be
there. But without meaning, the beat
is just noise. And a generation raised
on noise may never learn how to lis-
ten.

Do you believe secular music has
lost its moral voice, or are we in a
new season? Tag an artist you think
is still “preaching through sound.”
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