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MKU graduates urged to 
embrace resilience and 
innovation
MKU has challenged 
its latest graduates to 
remain resilient, embrace 
lifelong learning and 
create opportunities for 
themselves and others 
as they begin their pro-
fessional journeys.

Outspan hospital marks 
25 years of transforming 
healthcare
Outspan Teaching and 
Referral Hospital yesterday 
marked 25 years of service, 
celebrating its transforma-
tion from a modest local 
hospital into an integrated 
academic and healthcare 
institution
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Politics “Sifuna thinks that just touring around is enough. Does he think Western will make him president?” said Mudavadi

A collage of Prime Cabinet Secretary Musalia Mudavadi and Nairobi Senator Edwin Sifuna

Prime Cabinet Secretary Musalia Mudavadi yesterday 
mounted his sharpest public attack yet on Nairobi Sen-
ator Edwin Sifuna’s presidential ambitions, telling a 
UDA grassroots meeting in Butula, Busia County, that 
the senator was dreaming if he believed Western Ken-
ya’s enthusiasm could carry him to State House.
Speaking in Kiswahili to hundreds of party support-

ers assembled at Butula, Mudavadi was contemptuous. 
“Sifuna anafikiria kuzunguka tu. Western itafanya yeye 
president? Huyu kijana anaota,” he said — “Sifuna 
thinks that just touring around is enough. Does he think 
Western will make him president? This young man is 
dreaming.”
The remark landed as a calculated put-down, but its 

timing told another story. Mudavadi would not have 
been in Butula — flanked by Busia Governor Paul 
Otuoma, Bungoma Governor Ken Lusaka, Kakamega 
Deputy Governor Ayub Savula and a column of MPs 
and former legislators — had the threat he was dis-
missing not been real and growing.
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Former Deputy President 
Rigathi Gachagua celebrated 
Meru culture and paid tribute 
to the community’s Mau Mau 
freedom fighters during the 
“Twine Cietu” festival.
Gachagua said the event offered 
him an opportunity to recon-
nect with his roots and relive 
memories of his late mother’s 
homeland. 
He honoured Field Marshal 
Mwariama of Muthara, Tigania 
East; Field Marshal Baimungi, 
also known as M’Marete wa 
M’Ikandi, and General Ruku of 
Katheri, Imenti Central, as well 
as General Nkobia.
The former Deputy President 
congratulated musician and 
cultural organiser Kamanu Nto-
tuamwari for promoting the fes-
tival, which has sought to bring 
Meru people together through 
culture, music and heritage.
Twine Cietu has previously 
been described as a platform for 
connecting Meru communities 
with their cultural roots.
Gachagua also used the occa-
sion to catch up with former 
Agriculture Cabinet Secretary 
and PNU leader Peter Munya, 
amid continuing political en-
gagements between opposition 
leaders in Meru. 
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Gachagua celebrates Meru heritage at 
Twine Cietu festival
BY MKT REPORTER
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Monday, August 10, 2026  The Mt. Kenya Times  AD | 3



NEWS IN BRIEF

A gold rush in Kanyarkwat, West Pokot County, has attracted an estimated 10,000 people to Cheporor 
village within six days following reports of gold deposits. Authorities have raised concerns over safety, 
child labour, poor sanitation, lack of clean water and the risk of disease. Deputy County Commissioner 
Samuel Kiarie warned that the situation could develop into a humanitarian crisis, particularly as miners 
work in deep open pits and along a seasonal river ahead of the rainy season. School-going children are 
reportedly involved in mining, while toddlers have been brought to the site and left unattended. Resi-
dents fear cholera due to inadequate sanitation and water. Despite the risks, the influx has boosted local 
businesses, with traders, food vendors and boda boda operators benefiting from increased demand.

The Mairura Family Foundation has been commended for providing free specialised orthopaedic care 
to underserved communities in Kisii County. During a five-day medical camp at Nyanchwa Adventist 
Mission Hospital, nearly 2,500 patients received consultations, about 400 received outpatient treatment 
and close to 40 underwent free surgeries, including hip and knee replacements. Patients came from 
Kisii, Nyamira, Homa Bay, Migori and Narok counties. Among beneficiaries was Thomas Moracha, a 
boda boda rider who endured a fractured arm for 13 years, and a 16-year-old boy who received recon-
structive treatment for fingers fused after severe childhood burns. The programme, supported by SHA 
and American specialists, provided treatment, implants and follow-up care valued at about KSh150 
million. The foundation has conducted medical missions in Kenya since 2024.

Police in Embu have stopped a planned invasion of the disputed 44,000-acre Mwea Settlement Scheme 
in Mbeere South by members of the Ngome Clan, who claim ancestral ownership of the land. Hundreds 
of elders had gathered at Gachoka junction for a procession to the scheme, raising fears of clashes with 
communities currently occupying the area. Police blocked the procession, citing security concerns 
and an agreement for a three-month dialogue with government officials. Ngome Council of Elders 
chairman Joseph Murinda said they had mobilised 7,232 members and claimed the government had 
recognised their ownership through documents issued in 2016. The elders agreed to pursue talks with 
national and county officials but warned they could resume the procession if no solution is reached. 
Authorities plan to verify ownership documents and historical allocation records.

Nyali businessman and parliamentary 
hopeful Said Abdalla has urged residents 
to embrace political tolerance and reject 
tribal and religious divisions ahead of the 
2027 General Election. Speaking during 
a women’s empowerment programme in 
Mlaleo, Abdalla warned voters against 
leaders who promote hate speech and 
divisive politics, saying Nyali’s diverse 
population requires constructive leader-
ship. He recalled the devastating effects of 
the 2007 post-election violence and urged 
Kenyans to prevent a recurrence. Abdalla 
also encouraged young people to register 
as voters in large numbers, cautioning that 
youth are often exploited by politicians to 
cause chaos during elections while bear-
ing the consequences. He called on Nyumba Kumi leaders and National Government Administration 
Officers to assist young people in obtaining national identity cards and registering as voters.

Public Service CS Geoffrey Ruku 
has directed chief executives of gov-
ernment agencies and independent 
commissions to onboard the Hu-
man Resource Information System 
(HRIS) for salary payments. Ruku 
said the government seeks to estab-
lish a single payroll through HRIS to 
prevent manipulation, ghost workers 
and irregular allowances across pub-
lic institutions. Speaking in Wote, 
Makueni County, he warned agen-
cy and commission heads who fail 
to implement the Cabinet directive 
that they risk administrative and 
disciplinary action. Ruku said CEOs 

must take Cabinet directives seriously and ensure they are implemented promptly and accurately. He 
linked the HRIS initiative to President William Ruto’s call for prudent management of public resourc-
es and protection of taxpayers’ money. The CS said the deadline for institutions to comply was fast 
approaching.

Construction of hostels at the Kenya Medical Training College (KMTC) Othaya Campus has begun. 
The project alongside modern policing units that are expected to cost about KSh850 million were 
lobbied for by area MP Wambugu Wainaina alias Kìrìma. The hostel project is expected to improve 
accommodation for students at the medical training institution, which was established in 2016 and has 
continued to expand its infrastructure. The hostel block will be a four-storey building with a capacity of 
340 students, alongside a tuition block and supporting infrastructure. The MP said the commencement 
of construction marks another milestone in his efforts to attract development projects to the constitu-
ency.
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Outspan Teaching and Refer-
ral Hospital yesterday marked 
25 years of service, celebrat-
ing its transformation from 
a modest local hospital into 
an integrated academic and 
healthcare institution serv-
ing communities across the 
Mount Kenya region.
The institution marked its 

Silver Jubilee at the facility, 
near Nyeri town, with Medi-
cal Services Principal Secre-
tary Dr Ouma Oluga, as the 
Chief Guest.
Dr Oluga was accompanied 

by, among others, his East Af-
rican Community counterpart, 
Dr Caroline Karugu. They 
were hosted by the Outspan 
leadership led by Dr Kiruhi 
Macharia.
The anniversary provided an 

opportunity for the institution 
to reflect on a journey that be-
gan 25 years ago with a vision 
of making quality and digni-
fied healthcare available to 
communities outside Nairobi.
What started as a simple 

hospital in Nyeri County 
has grown into a Level Five 
teaching and referral hospital 
with branches in Embu and 
Nanyuki, extending special-
ised medical services to pa-
tients across the region.
Outspan has also expanded 

beyond conventional clinical 
care through the establish-
ment of the Outspan Serenity 
Centre, which provides men-
tal health and rehabilitation 
services at a time when spe-
cialised mental healthcare re-
mained limited in the region.

The institution has further 
strengthened its community 
role through corporate social 
responsibility programmes, 
including health education, 
outreach clinics, school health 
initiatives and support for vul-
nerable households within its 
catchment areas.
Over the years, generations 

of families in Nyeri, Embu, 
Nanyuki and neighbouring 
counties have relied on Out-
span for a range of services, 
making the institution an in-
creasingly important part of 
community life in the region.
The hospital’s leadership said 

its growth has been driven by 
the needs of the communities 
it serves, with investments 
aimed at improving access to 
specialised healthcare while 
retaining a strong connection 
with the region.
One of the most significant 

milestones in the institution’s 
25-year journey has been the 
establishment of Outspan 
Global University, creating a 
link between healthcare deliv-
ery and the training of future 
professionals.
The university held its inau-

gural graduation ceremony 
last Friday, with its pioneer 
class of 878 students gradu-
ating. 
The graduation, held just 

two days before the hospital’s 
Silver Jubilee celebrations, 
marked another milestone in 
Outspan’s evolution from a 
healthcare provider into an 
academic healthcare ecosys-
tem.
Through the university, the 

institution is seeking to train 
healthcare professionals with-
in an environment where aca-

demic learning is closely con-
nected to clinical practice.
The model brings togeth-

er hospital services, mental 
health and rehabilitation, 
and higher education under 
one institutional ecosystem 
serving Nyeri and the wider 
Mount Kenya region.
As it celebrated its 25th an-

niversary, Outspan reaffirmed 
its commitment to investing 
in clinical excellence, men-
tal healthcare and academic 
training, with the aim of ex-
panding its impact in the re-
gion and beyond.
The Silver Jubilee comes as 

the institution looks to the 
next 25 years, building on a 
journey that has seen a local 
healthcare facility evolve into 
a regional centre for treat-
ment, rehabilitation, training 
and community service.
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Education The institution marked its Silver Jubilee at the facility, near Nyeri town, with Medical Services Principal Secretary Dr Ouma Oluga, as the Chief Guest.

Outspan hospital marks 25 years of transforming 
healthcare
BY Wilfred Muchire

 @themtkenyatimes

PSs Dr Caroline Karugu (left) , Dr Ouma Oluga (centre) being taken round the Outspan hospital by PSs Dr Caroline Karugu (left) , Dr Ouma Oluga (centre) being taken round the Outspan hospital by 
it’s officials, by Dr Kiruhi Macharia (right). it’s officials, by Dr Kiruhi Macharia (right). |  |  Photo: Courtesy

PSs Dr Caroline Karugu and Dr Ouma Oluga jointly watering a commemorative tree at Outspan hospital yesterday.



Monday, August 10, 2026  The Mt. Kenya Times  AD | 7



Monday, August 10, 2026  The Mt. Kenya Times8 | NATIONAL

The life of a seminarian unfolds 
within a deliberate discipline of si-
lence. It is the silence of early morn-
ing prayer before dawn, of late hours 
with Scripture and theology, and 
of a young man internalising a call 
that will demand the entirety of his 
life. Yet beneath this sacred silence 
lies another, more hidden one — the 
silence of the benefactor: the man 
or woman who sustains formation 
without recognition, without title, 
and often without ever meeting the 
one they support.
This support is not incidental. It is 

structural to the Church’s mission. 
For many seminarians in Kenya and 
across the world, the journey to the 
priesthood begins in homes abundant 
in faith but constrained in means. 
Parents who taught the rosary before 
they could afford school fees receive 
a son’s vocation with joy — and with 
equal gravity confront the arithmetic 
of formation. Tuition, accommoda-
tion, theological texts, clerical at-
tire, transport for pastoral outreach, 
and the basic necessities of human 
dignity accumulate into a burden 
that exceeds the reach of most rural 
and working-class households. The 
question becomes acute: how does 
one affirm a divine call when the 
material conditions to answer it are 
absent?
There is a further complexity here. 

Most seminarians are not disposed to 
air their needs. Formed in humility, 
obedience, and trust in Providence, 
they rarely speak of lack. They bear 
financial strain with the same quiet 
reserve with which they bear spiri-
tual trials. To request assistance can 
feel contrary to the very spirit of 
self-gift they are striving to embrace.
It is precisely for this reason that 

vocation requires what can only be 
called a divine eye. God raises up 
benefactors with the grace of dis-
cernment — the ability to perceive 
need where it is not spoken. These 
are rarely the seminarian’s own 

parents. They are lay faithful, pro-
fessionals, religious, retired clergy, 
and former seminarians who have 
come to understand that the forma-
tion of one priest is an investment in 
the life of the entire Church. Moved 
by a quiet interior prompting, they 
assume responsibility at the point 
where family resources end.
Their assistance arrives without 

ceremony and often without a name 
attached. It begins with tuition. It 
extends to modest allowances that 
preserve a seminarian’s dignity by 
removing the impossible choice be-
tween required textbooks and basic 
necessities. It includes vestments, a 
breviary, and proper academic mate-
rials. In many cases it reaches further 
still — housing support when semi-
nary residences are stretched beyond 
capacity, and funding for pastoral 
missions that would otherwise be 
cancelled for want of transport or 
catechetical materials.
The instruction that accompanies 

such generosity is invariably the 
same: “Do not disclose my name. 
Tell him only that the Church is 
grateful.” This is charity in its most 

selfless expression. It seeks no men-
tion in parish bulletins, no place of 
honour at ordination, and no seat 
near the altar on the day of priestly 
consecration. Its sole purpose is that 
the vocation be formed completely, 
free from the corrosion of financial 
anxiety.
The human and spiritual effect of 

this intervention is profound. To 
be twenty-two years old, to carry 
the spiritual aspirations of an entire 
community, and to know that one’s 
family cannot meet the next fee in-
stalment is to bear a double burden. 
To then receive — unasked and un-
solicited — precisely what is needed 
is to encounter the Church as moth-
er. It does not produce entitlement. 
It produces gratitude, responsibility, 
and a quiet vocational resolve: that if 
ordained, the seminarian will repli-
cate that same attentiveness for oth-
ers. He will notice the child in worn 
shoes. He will quietly settle a fam-
ily’s school fees. He will carry the 
knowledge that priestly formation 
is not only intellectual and spiritual, 
but irreducibly human and material.
Catholic teaching holds that voca-

tions are a gift to the whole Body 
of Christ. Gifts, however, require 
cultivation. Parents plant the seed in 
faith. The seminary provides the soil 
of doctrine, discipline, and fraterni-
ty. The benefactor provides the water 
— the consistent, tangible resources 
that allow the seed to grow without 
being choked by want. In the econ-
omy of grace, ten thousand shillings 
for textbooks becomes ten thousand 
homilies. The cost of a modest room 
near campus becomes, decades later, 
pastoral stability for an entire parish.
To benefactors, the word must be 

clear. You may never witness the 
fruit of your generosity. You may 
never hear the cadence of a sermon 
shaped by the books you provided, 
nor stand close to the altar as the 
man you supported raises the Host. 
That absence is itself the measure of 
the gift. Your contribution is an act 
of self-emptying so that Christ may 
live more fully in another.
To seminarians, the corollary is 

equally clear. The debt incurred is 
not financial — it is vocational. The 
fitting response is not reimbursement 
but configuration to Christ the Good 

Shepherd. The measure of worthi-
ness is the readiness to become, in 
turn, the unseen hand for someone 
else.
There will come a day when the 

young man called John — whose 
story reflects that of so many — 
will be ordained. His parents will 
be present, bearing both joy and the 
poverty that brought them there. The 
benefactor will likely be absent. Yet 
the Church professes belief in a reg-
ister that transcends our own. Beside 
the name “Priest of Jesus Christ” 
will be inscribed, in the same hand: 
“Sustained by love.”
Formation, therefore, is more than 

curriculum. It is the lived expression 
of communion. When one mem-
ber of the Body lacks, the Body re-
sponds. When one man says, “Here 
I am, Lord,” the Church — through 
the quiet generosity of strangers — 
answers: “And we are with you.”
May God bless every unseen hand. 

May He grant them the grace to find 
those who will not ask. May He raise 
up many more. And may He render 
every seminarian worthy of the sac-
rifice made on his behalf.

Religion There is a further complexity here. Most seminarians are not disposed to air their needs. Formed in humility, obedience, and trust in Providence, they rarely speak of lack

The unseen hands that form a priest
When divine providence moves through quiet benefactors to sustain vocations that humble families cannot 
carry alone.

The life of a seminarian

By: Mukama Phillip Kahigiriza 
mukphix@gmail.com 
........................................................................................................................
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Prime Cabinet Secretary Musalia 
Mudavadi yesterday mounted his 
sharpest public attack yet on Nairobi 
Senator Edwin Sifuna’s presidential 
ambitions, telling a UDA grassroots 
meeting in Butula, Busia County, 
that the senator was dreaming if he 
believed Western Kenya’s enthusi-
asm could carry him to State House.
Speaking in Kiswahili to hundreds 

of party supporters assembled at 
Butula, Mudavadi was contemptu-
ous. “Sifuna anafikiria kuzunguka 
tu. Western itafanya yeye president? 
Huyu kijana anaota,” he said — “Si-
funa thinks that just touring around 
is enough. Does he think Western 
will make him president? This young 
man is dreaming.”
The remark landed as a calculated 

put-down, but its timing told anoth-
er story. Mudavadi would not have 
been in Butula — flanked by Busia 
Governor Paul Otuoma, Bungoma 
Governor Ken Lusaka, Kakamega 
Deputy Governor Ayub Savula and 
a column of MPs and former legis-
lators — had the threat he was dis-
missing not been real and growing.
Mudavadi spelled out his broader 

argument with data. Citing Article 
138 of the Constitution, which re-
quires a presidential winner to se-
cure more than half of all votes cast 
and at least 25% of the vote in more 
than half of Kenya’s 47 counties, he 
warned that Western Kenya alone 
could not deliver the presidency to 
anyone. He then pointed to the arith-
metic of the 2022 election. “Take 
Ruto’s 7,176,141 votes — 50.49% 
— and Odinga’s 6,942,930 votes — 
48.85% — then look at the current 
broad-based arrangement,” he said, 
arguing that a coalition drawing on 
both pools would be nearly unassail-
able in 2027.
He reserved particular scorn for 

the Linda Mwananchi movement’s 
county-hopping strategy. “The team 
that is busy moving from one coun-
ty to another — today they are seen 
dancing in Busia, tomorrow they are 
in Kakamega, the following day you 
meet them in Trans Nzoia, thinking 

they have won the presidency — I 
want to tell them they are only prac-
tising to keep fit,” Mudavadi said.
The language was blunter than 

Kenyans have grown accustomed to 
hearing from Mudavadi, a politician 
whose default register is measured 
and institutional. That he chose 
Butula — the very ground Sifuna’s 
Linda Mwananchi movement had 
toured only days earlier — to deliv-
er it suggests the unease inside the 
Kenya Kwanza Western operation 
runs deeper than the public compo-
sure of its leading figures has so far 
admitted.
The unease is not without founda-

tion. Trends and Insights for Africa 
tracked Sifuna’s national support 
rising from virtually zero in Novem-
ber 2025 to 15% in June 2026 — the 
steepest climb recorded among all 
presidential hopefuls in that period. 
Among ODM supporters, 44% now 
name Sifuna as their preferred can-
didate for 2027. Within the Western 
Kenya region specifically, he leads 
all other contenders in polling, in-
cluding those backed by the govern-
ment.
The defections have followed the 

polling. Westlands MP Tim Wanyo-
nyi — the Speaker of the Nation-
al Assembly’s own brother — has 
joined Sifuna’s camp. Veteran pol-
itician Fred Gumo, whose Western 
Kenya credentials stretch back de-
cades, has been unsparing about the 
old guard. “This is Sifuna’s time. 
Let us give him support. If people 
from other parts of the country are 
supporting him, why can’t we the 
people from Western do the same? 
The others who are fighting Sifuna 
— we gave them a chance. They are 
talking about 2032 yet age is catch-
ing up with them. It is like me at 80 
saying I now want to be president. 
They should support Sifuna or keep 
quiet,” Gumo said.
Kakamega Senator Boni Khalwale 

has been equally direct. “Luhyas are 
no longer fools and we shall not be 
taken for granted. We have a formu-
la and Edwin Sifuna, you have a re-
sponsibility like no one else. Use the 
respect we have given you for power 
and development for this region,” he 
told a rally in Bungoma.

Trans-Nzoia Governor George Na-
tembeya, aligned with the United 
Opposition, has gone further still. 
“Leaders of this region are jealous 
and enjoy seeing others being perse-
cuted. Those who are working with 
Ruto, we will not allow you to join 
us. My work is to unite the Luhya 
community and if it is Sifuna, we 
shall be behind him,” he said.
The Luhya community is Ken-

ya’s second-largest ethnic bloc, and 
Western Kenya’s projected 3.2 mil-
lion votes in 2027 make it, pound 
for pound, one of the country’s 
most consequential electoral battle-
grounds. KANU spokesperson Tony 
Gachoka framed the stakes plainly 
during a televised interview. “Mount 
Kenya remains Kenya’s largest vot-
ing bloc at approximately 26% of the 
national vote, followed by Western 
Kenya at about 18%. The opposition 
must also have a running mate from 
Western to neutralise Wetang’ula, 
and the only person to do that is Ed-
win Sifuna,” he said.
Mudavadi and National Assembly 

Speaker Moses Wetang’ula have 
dominated Western Kenya’s politics 
since the death of former Vice-Presi-
dent Kijana Wamalwa in 2003. Both 
pivoted to Ruto in 2022 and have 
since tied their political fortunes to 
his re-election. Wetang’ula has been 
explicit about the bargain on offer. 
“Western Kenya has Prime CS Mu-
salia Mudavadi, CS Wycliffe Opara-
nya, and me as Speaker of the Na-
tional Assembly. President Ruto can 
pick any of us as Deputy President 
and groom the person for the 2032 
presidential race,” he told a meeting 
in Sirisia, Bungoma County.
Mudavadi’s own 2032 pitch was de-

livered during an earlier Trans-Nzoia 
tour. “I was the Vice President in 
2002 under the late President Daniel 
arap Moi, followed by my late broth-
er Kijana Wamalwa and later Moody 
Awori. The time has now come for 
Western Kenya to prepare for the 
ultimate prize, which is the presi-
dency,” he told supporters, adding: 
“I am not interested in the running 
mate slot; I aim to be the president 
in 2032.”
Sifuna’s answer to the 2032 argu-

ment has been delivered through ral-

lies rather than press statements. At a 
Linda Mwananchi gathering in Taita 
Taveta, he told supporters: “The Gen 
Zs have told me it is time to stop 
calling me SG. They want to give me 
a new title, HE — His Excellency.”
The crowds have been the response. 

The rallies in Trans-Nzoia and Bun-
goma were described by organisers 
as the most significant opposition 
gatherings Western Kenya had seen 
in years. The Busia leg that followed 
— taking the Linda Mwananchi 
movement through Bumala, Murum-
ba, Butula and Nambale — brought 
Sifuna into the same constituency 
Mudavadi chose as his counter-mo-
bilisation base yesterday.
The juxtaposition is the point. Mu-

davadi told the Butula crowd that the 
upcoming UDA-ODM joint retreat 
in Naivasha — to be chaired by Pres-
ident William Ruto — would har-
monise the broad-based coalition’s 
manifesto and chart a roadmap for 

2027 and beyond. “Our main agen-
da among others is to harmonise our 
manifestos, which borrowed a lot 
from each other pre-2022 elections. 
We want to plan ahead and focus on 
the future of our nation,” he said.
It was, by design, a message of in-

stitutional weight and governing 
authority — the language of incum-
bency against the language of move-
ment. Whether Western Kenya, after 
more than two decades of deferred 
promise, chooses to wait until 2032 
or bet on the fastest-rising political 
figure in the country is the question 
that now hangs over every rally, ev-
ery grassroots meeting, and every 
calculation being made in Nairobi.
A young man from Bungoma has 

rattled two of Kenya’s most sea-
soned political operators — and the 
Prime Cabinet Secretary flew to Bu-
tula to say he is only dreaming.

Politics “Sifuna thinks that just touring around is enough. Does he think Western will make him president?” said Mudavadi 

Mudavadi tells Sifuna: Dreaming about it 
won’t make you president
The Prime Cabinet Secretary, speaking at a UDA grassroots meeting in Butula yesterday, dismissed Sifuna’s 
Western Kenya campaign blitz as exercise rather than electoral strategy — but the polls and the crowds tell a 
different story.
BY Dan Mwangi

 @themtkenyatimes

Prime Cabinet Secretary Musalia Mudavadi 



ly at the Kenya Electricity 
Generating Company, Ken-
Gen, where he serves as As-
sistant Operations Manager 
for Geothermal — a role that 
has placed him at the centre of 
mega-project design, develop-
ment, and maintenance in one 
of Kenya’s most strategically 
important energy sectors.
In a country where energy 

transition and renewable tech-
nology are central to any cred-
ible industrialisation agenda, 
that specialisation matters. 
The IEK, under Keter’s lead-
ership, is positioned to shape 
national energy policy from a 
place of genuine technical au-
thority rather than institution-
al proximity alone.
The road to the August 2026 

elections was not straight-
forward. The IEK navigated 
court-ordered delays arising 
from disputes over constitu-
tional amendments and grad-
uate voting rights, a period 
during which Keter served as 
first vice president and effec-
tively steered the institution 
through administrative un-
certainty. That he managed 
the caretaker period without 
fracturing the membership, 
and delivered a clean, digital-
ly driven election at the end of 
it, speaks to an administrative 
steadiness that his supporters 
argued was the defining rea-
son to back him for the top 
role.
In his acceptance speech, 

Keter was direct about what 
comes first. His pledge to 
“restore unity and strengthen 

engagement across our mem-
bership” was less a ceremoni-
al flourish than a recognition 
that the institution emerges 
from a contested period and 
needs consolidation before it 
can project influence outward.
Three priorities have emerged 

clearly from his campaign 
manifesto and early policy 
declarations. The first is work-
force development. The bot-
tleneck between graduating 
as an engineer and becoming 
a registered professional has 
frustrated young practitioners 
for years. Keter has outlined 
plans to strengthen practical 
training, expand internship 
pathways, and deepen collab-
oration between universities 
and industry. Central to this 
will be accelerating the full 
constitution and operational 
efficiency of the Engineers 
Board of Kenya.
The second priority is com-

mercial empowerment. For 
decades, the capital flowing 
into Kenya’s infrastructure 
projects has not flowed pro-
portionately into local engi-
neering firms. Keter’s admin-
istration intends to push hard 
for systemic frameworks that 
guarantee Kenyan engineers a 
primary stake in national de-
velopment work — moving 
beyond the rhetoric of local 
content into structural guaran-
tees for local consultants and 
contractors.
The third is digital transfor-

mation. The new council is 
committed to moving the pro-
fession away from traditional 

methodologies toward Build-
ing Information Modelling, 
digital twins, and automation. 
The ambition is to position the 
Kenyan engineer as globally 
competitive, supported by in-
novation hubs and applied re-
search rather than left to adapt 
in isolation.
Keter is joined on the new 

council by Howard M’mayi as 
first vice president and Grace 
Kagondu as honorary secre-
tary — a team whose compo-
sition reflects both technical 
depth and a deliberate focus 
on institutional renewal.
The record turnout that 

brought this council to office 
is, in itself, a form of pressure. 
Engineers voted in unusually 
large numbers because they 
want something to change. 
Whether it is faster profes-
sional registration, fairer ac-
cess to public contracts, or a 
stronger institutional voice 
on matters of national policy, 
the expectation is real and the 
mandate is clear.
The true measure of Keter’s 

presidency will not be found 
in the manifesto. It will be 
found in whether the every-
day Kenyan engineer — the 
graduate waiting for regis-
tration, the consultant com-
peting against foreign firms, 
the practitioner trying to keep 
pace with a rapidly changing 
industry — feels the differ-
ence by 2028.
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Eng. Harrison Keter was an-
nounced as the president-elect 
of the Institution of Engineers 
of Kenya (IEK) olast week, 
taking over from Shammah 
Kiteme in what the institution 
described as the most partici-
patory election in its history.
The vote, conducted elec-

tronically for the first time, 

recorded a turnout exceeding 
75%, with more than 2,180 
engineers casting ballots. That 
figure is not merely a statisti-
cal milestone. For those who 
watch the intersection of pro-
fessional governance and na-
tional development, it signals 
something more substantive: 
a fraternity that is increasing-
ly restless for reform, keener 
on accountability, and more 
determined to have its voice 
heard in the corridors where 

economic policy is made.
Keter arrives at the presi-

dency with credentials that 
are well matched to the mo-
ment. He holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Mechanical Engi-
neering from the University 
of Nairobi and a Postgradu-
ate Diploma in Geothermal 
Technology and Utilisation 
from the United Nations Uni-
versity Geothermal Training 
Programme. His professional 
career has been built large-

IEK The vote, conducted electronically for the first time, recorded a turnout exceeding 75%, with more than 2,180 engineers casting ballots

Keter takes IEK helm 
with a mandate for 
reform
Harrison Keter’s election as Institution of  Engineers of  Kenya 

president — on a record 75% turnout and the body’s first elec-

tronic ballot — sets the stage for a term that will test whether 

engineering ambition can be turned into national policy.

BY David Nyaga
 @themtkenyatimes

Eng. Harrison Keter
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Prime Cabinet Secretary 
Musalia Mudavadi has stated 
that President William Ruto 
will secure a fair, transpar-
ent, and petition-free victory 
in the 2027 General Election 
through the democratic will of 
the people.
Mudavadi said President Ru-

to’s campaign team is work-
ing on a formula that will 
ensure the victory does not 
attract any form of litigation, 
calling on Kenyans to turn 
out in large numbers in Au-
gust 2027 and vote for Ruto’s 
2nd term. He has maintained 
that elections will neither be 
rigged or bangled.
“When we talk of two-term, 

let us also emphasis on a pe-
tition free win for President 
Ruto. Petitions always make 
the country pull in different 
directions causing tension and 
a tense mood. We have wit-
nessed these scenarios since 
the late President Mwai Kiba-
ki’s 2nd term win and the sub-
sequent elections. We want to 
change this trend.” Mudavadi 
noted.
“We are assembling our cam-

paign team and our strategy is 
to do everything we can with-
in the democratic confines to 
ensure Ruto wins.” Mudavadi 
added.
The Prime CS noted that 

President Ruto’s win will be 
pegged on his track record, es-
pecially his efforts in uniting 
the country and the achieve-
ments being witnessed under 
the Bottom-Up Economic 
Transformation Agenda.
He said those who want to 

reverse the policies that have 
been laid by the Kenya Kwan-
za administration and being 
supported by the Broad-based 
government don’t mean well 
for the Country. Mudavadi 

called out those spreading 
falsehood that Ruto’s devel-
opment track record is not be-
ing felt by the citizens.
“When you say you will re-

verse the policies that have 
led to the employment of an 
additional more than 76,000 
teachers, the progress with-
in the affordable housing 
programme, the gains in the 
health sector, the construction 
of roads and markets among 
other gains, what is your 
agenda for the future of this 
country?” Mudavadi regret-
ted.
“We have seen the education 

sector benefit from a bud-
getary allocation of Ksh 780 
billion, an additional 23,000 
classes constructed under 
President Ruto’s leadership, 
gains in the agriculture sec-
tor, fertilizer subsidies and 
the maize production hitting 
70 million tonnes, then you 
are busy telling Kenyans that 
Ruto has done nothing. That 
is hypocrisy.” Mudavadi add-
ed.
Mudavadi also the Foreign 

and Diaspora Affairs Cabinet 
Secretary stated that the Ken-
yan Foreign Reserves have 
also increased from 5 billion 
USD to 15 billion USD re-
flecting that Kenya’s is safe 
with a 6 months import cover.
He lashed out at the op-

position for misleading the 
country without basing their 
pronouncements on facts and 
truth.
He warned Kenyans that it is 

dangerous to entrust nation-
al leadership to individuals 
driven by vengefulness, bit-
terness, and vindictiveness 
saying the country’s leader-
ship should never be reduced 
to an ethnic contest.
Mudavadi said national lead-

ership demands patience, hu-
mility and a commitment to 
serving all Kenyans.
“We need to make sure that 

our unity as a country remains 
and grows. We must be very 
careful and reject leaders who 
want to divide us. Then he is 
busy traversing the country 
telling Kenyans to vote for 
him.” Mudavadi warned Ken-
yans.
“Our youth, I call on you to 

register in large numbers, so 
that we can meet with those 
who claim to have numbers at 
the ballot box next year.” he 
added.
Mudavadi was speaking 

during the Annual Kaimosi 
Agricultural Research and 
Training Centre (KARTC) 
Agricultural Expo in Emgw-
en, Nandi County, where he 
officially launched a new 
Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation (FAO)-supported cur-
riculum and commissioned 
new student hostels.
He promised the residents 

of Nandi, Vihiga and Ka-
kamega Counties that work 
is in progress to ensure that 
the Eldoret-Chavakali road 
is expanded and re-carpeted 
alongside other feeder roads 
that connect the three coun-
ties.
“Shared resources and inte-

gration will highly benefit our 
people. As leaders from this 
region this is our road-map 
moving into the future and 
with the support of President 
Ruto.” Mudavadi remarked.
“We have come here to sup-

port this institution, we have 
launched hostels for our stu-
dents and someone some-
where is thinking of reversing 
the President’s policies. It is 
regrettable and our people 
must reject such leaders.” 
Mudavadi said.
He was accompanied by the 

Head of Public Service Felix 
Koskei and host Governor 
Stephen Sang among other 
notable national and county 
leaders.

Politics “We are assembling our campaign team and our strategy is to do everything we can within the democratic confines to ensure Ruto wins.” Mudavadi 

Mudavadi: We shall 
do everything 
democratically to 
secure Ruto’s win
BY OPCS PRESS 
SERVICE

 @themtkenyatimes

PCS Musalia Mudavadi addressing the meeting

PCS Musalia Mudavadi with Chief of Staff Felix Koskei and Nandi Governor Stephen Sang.
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research must be published in 
high-quality journals that en-
joy international recognition,” 
Prof Jaganyi said.
He added that the universi-

ty’s objective was not mere-
ly to graduate students but 
to produce scholars whose 
research contributes to solv-
ing real-world problems and 
expanding global knowledge.
The five doctoral graduates 

described their journeys as 
demanding but rewarding, 

citing rigorous coursework, 
research, mentorship and col-
laboration as key components 
of their success.
Alumni chairman Kahara 

urged the new graduates to 
give back to their alma mater 
and communities by mento-
ring students and supporting 
initiatives aimed at creating 
social impact.
He cited the Boda Safe Ride 

programme, which began in 
Bungoma County and is ex-

pected to be replicated across 
the country, as an example of 
alumni-led community en-
gagement.
He also encouraged the grad-

uates to remain persistent 
when confronted by setbacks, 
urging them to gather cour-
age, try again and, where nec-
essary, change their approach 
rather than abandon their am-
bitions. 

Mount Kenya University 
(MKU) has challenged its lat-
est graduates to remain resil-
ient, embrace lifelong learn-
ing and create opportunities 
for themselves and others as 
they begin their professional 
journeys.
The call was made last Fri-

day during the university’s 
29th graduation ceremony, 
where Chancellor Prof John 
Struthers, Council Chair-
man Dr Vincent Gaitho, Ju-
bilee Holdings Group Chief 
Executive Officer Dr Julius 
Kipngetich and Alumni As-
sociation Chairman Gikera 
Kahara urged the graduates 
to use their education to drive 
social transformation.
Prof Struthers told the grad-

uands that young people 
must remain competitive and 
adaptable in an increasingly 
interconnected global village, 
noting that technological ad-
vances will continue to re-
shape their lives and careers.
He said MKU was preparing 

its students for the opportu-
nities and challenges of the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution 
through strategic partnerships 
and international collabora-
tions.
The Chancellor cited the 

recent operationalisation of 
the university’s Cloud Com-
puting Laboratory through 
collaboration with Xinyada 
ICT Company and leading 
Chinese higher education in-
stitutions.
The facility, he said, would 

expose students to emerging 
technologies including artifi-
cial intelligence, robotics, 5G 
and the Internet of Things.
“These initiatives reflect a 

university that continually 
anticipates the future while 
remaining firmly commit-
ted to solving society’s most 
pressing challenges,” Prof 
Struthers said.
Dr Gaitho reminded the 

graduates that they were en-
tering a world characterised 
by rapid change and complex 
challenges, but said the same 
environment offered opportu-
nities to make a difference.
He challenged them to con-

front poverty, inequality, 
environmental degradation, 
technological disruption and 
social injustice through inno-
vation, courage and compas-
sion.
“Let your knowledge serve a 

purpose beyond personal suc-
cess by uplifting communities 
and creating a better future for 
all,” Dr Gaitho said.
He urged them to uphold in-

tegrity, accountability, trans-
parency and service to others, 
whether working in public 
service, business, academia or 
community leadership.

Create opportunities, 
Kipngetich tells graduates

Dr Kipngetich challenged 
the graduates to abandon the 
mindset that success depends 
solely on employment oppor-
tunities created by others.
He said graduates should 

create opportunities for them-
selves and other people, not-
ing that even a small enter-
prise could have a significant 
multiplier effect on the econ-
omy.
He gave the example of a 

graduate opening a restaurant 
and employing a cook, pur-
chasing produce from farmers 
and engaging boda boda rid-
ers to transport supplies.
According to Dr Kipngetich, 

a university degree should be 
viewed as a foundation rath-
er than a limitation, allowing 
graduates to explore careers 
and enterprises beyond their 
academic disciplines.
He urged them to look be-

yond Kenya for opportunities, 
noting that MKU alumni had 
found success in countries 
such as Germany and Austria.
The corporate leader also en-

couraged graduates to pursue 
lifelong learning through re-

skilling and upskilling, partic-
ularly in digital literacy, data 
and artificial intelligence.
He warned that future jobs 

would demand competencies 
that many people had not yet 
encountered.
Dr Kipngetich further urged 

young people interested in 
politics to embrace a new 
approach to leadership by de-
bating ideas rather than iden-
tities and building coalitions 
instead of personality-driven 
movements.
He also challenged them to 

uphold ethical standards, in-
cluding refusing to trade their 
votes, voices or silence for 
handouts.

MKU tightens doctoral 
training

Meanwhile, MKU is 
strengthening its postgraduate 
training through new mea-
sures aimed at improving the 
quality and international rec-
ognition of doctoral research.
Five students graduated with 

PhDs during the ceremony 
after completing rigorous ac-
ademic and research require-
ments.
They were Benson Nyam-

weya Omwario, Amos Anda-
ma Nyamoko, Susan Wanjiku 
Mugo, Lilian Lwaya Elijah 
and Loise Kuria Nyakeru.
Under the university’s new 

framework, doctoral stu-
dents are required to publish 
their research in international 
peer-reviewed journals before 
graduation.
Vice-Chancellor Prof 

Deogratius Jaganyi said the 
learner-centred model inte-
grates research, mentorship, 
scholarly engagement and 
publication in peer-reviewed 
indexed journals.
He said the approach was 

intended to produce research-
ers, innovators and thought 
leaders capable of addressing 
local and global challenges.
“PhD students are the drivers 

of research in highly ranked 
universities globally. Such 

Education The facility, he said, would expose students to emerging technologies including artificial intelligence, robotics, 5G and the Internet of Things

MKU graduates urged 
to embrace resilience 
and innovation
BY MKT REPORTER

 @themtkenyatimes

MKU Chancellor Prof. John Struthers confers a doctoral degree upon a graduand during Mount 
Kenya University’s 29th Graduation Ceremony at the Graduation Pavilion in Thika last Friday.

Guests and senior MKU officials after the graduation ceremonyGuests and senior MKU officials after the graduation ceremony|  |  Photo: Courtesy.
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Democratic Party of Kenya (DP) 
chairman Peter Ndubai has pledged 
to prioritise infrastructure devel-
opment, water access, agriculture 
and youth empowerment if elected 
Member of Parliament for Tigania 
West in the 2027 General Election.
Ndubai, who is seeking the Tigan-

ia West parliamentary seat, said the 
constituency requires leadership 
with a clear vision, practical solu-
tions and a strong commitment to 
inclusive development.
He said his administration would 

focus on ensuring that development 
reaches every part of the constituen-
cy and creates opportunities for fam-
ilies, young people, women, farmers 
and small-scale entrepreneurs.
Ndubai listed improvement of rural 

roads, bridges and drainage systems 
among his key priorities, saying bet-
ter infrastructure would help connect 
farmers, businesses and communi-
ties while opening up markets and 
improving the movement of goods 
and people.
He also promised to push for ex-

panded water projects, including 
boreholes, to improve access to 
clean and reliable water for house-
holds, schools and livestock.
On agriculture and livestock, 

Ndubai said he would advocate for 
modern farming practices, better 
markets, value addition and livestock 
development programmes aimed at 
increasing household incomes.
He said education and youth em-

powerment would also form a cen-
tral part of his agenda, with emphasis 
on strengthening schools, supporting 
students and creating opportunities 
for skills development, employment 

and entrepreneurship.
Ndubai further pledged to support 

women and small businesses by pur-
suing programmes that would ex-
pand access to economic opportuni-
ties, markets and sustainable sources 
of income.
On healthcare and social protection, 

he said he would advocate for acces-
sible medical services while pushing 
for stronger support for vulnerable 
families, older persons and widows.
The DP chairman also identified se-

curity and community development 
as key areas of focus, promising to 
work with residents and relevant au-
thorities to promote peace, protect 
livelihoods and enhance security.
Ndubai said accountable leadership 

would underpin his approach to rep-
resenting the people of Tigania West, 
promising to promote transparency 
and ensure public resources are used 
in the interests of residents.

“A prosperous Tigania West cannot 
be built through promises alone. It 
requires vision, unity, accountability 
and decisive leadership,” he said.
He described his candidature as an 

opportunity to usher in a new chap-

ter of grassroots development and 
leadership that listens to residents.
“Tigania West Forward. Develop-

ment for Every Family. Opportunity 
for Every Generation,” he said.

Politics Ndubai, who is seeking the Tigania West parliamentary seat, said the constituency requires leadership with a clear vision

Ndubai promises development-focused leadership 
in Tigania West
BY Diplomatic Media 
Services

 @themtkenyatimes

DP chairman Peter Ndubai
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Lies never in falling
But in rising;

Every time you fall for elevating 
To be more energetic when you raise up 

And stimulates each step firmly 
Aiding your dreams towards your goal lively.

The fallen withered leaves turn as manure 
The clouds fall as rain to nurture 

The fallen seeds form forest 
Accomplishing our heart the best.

And here the points increases as the ball falls 
When crossing the netted hoop to enthral 
So never feel the failure pushing you down 

It’s just bouncing you up from being drowned. 

G.Sarala. Don’t disguise as others, you can never perform 
as others.

Stay as you are, it’s very safe and keeps you 
cheering.

There are so many professional actors 
everywhere.

Their major role is to act like others .

There is a story about a tiger we wear the skin of 
a cow.

Finally everyone knows that the tiger was 
harassed by the cows.

And also one more story about a fox who changed 
its colour into blue 

Later it is also caught when it drenches in rain 
and reveals its secret of blue.

As a knowledgeable person, you never perform as 
others 

Its not our duty to mask as others 
Real happiness is what you are, you have to be. 

It means you are the real person and you are not 
imitated.

Rajesh Kanna B N 

RAJESH KANNA .B N
M.Sc.,M.A.,M.Α.,

PGDG&C,B.Ed., CELT.
BT Asst.

GMHSCHOOL, TIRUR.
TIRUVALLUR DISTRICT.

Tamil Nadu
India.

Creative Writers.
Educationist.

Do not stop moving,
Because the road is long and rough.

Every step you take,
Builds your confidence.

The river never asks,
How far it has to go.

It simply keeps moving forward,
Never giving up.

The seed never asks,
When it will become a tree.
It keeps growing every day,

Believing in tomorrow.

The mountain never asks,
How many storms will come.

It stands with quiet strength,
Through every season.

The bird never asks,
How strong the wind will be.

It spreads its wings,
And learns to fly.

None of them asks,
“How?”, “When?”, or “Why?”

They simply keep moving forward
With courage and confidence.

Every challenge makes you stronger.
Keep moving forward,
And let your dreams

Follow your steps.

D.DHANYASRI
GRADE 8

John Dewy Matric Higher Secondary School,Link 
Road ,Panruti, Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu

 My magic pen is small and blue,
It writes nice stories too.

It drew a castle tall,

With flowers by the wall.

It made a flying kite,
That danced with great delight.

I keep it safe with care,
It’s the best pen anywhere 

V.Joshika
Grade 8 

John dewey matric higher secondary school, Link 
road, panruti.

We never see people who never fall in life.
 But we do see people who rise every time they 

fall. 
That is the spirit of a successful life.

When you fall, never give up and never be 
discouraged. 

No one knows the future, but everyone can make 

a plan. 
You should continue your journey according to 

your plan. 
That path will have ups and downs; 

however, keep moving toward your destination.

Never focus on your failures. 
Instead, focus on rising every time you fall. 

So, think positively, act with energy, and live 
happily. 

Life is a beautiful journey, and you should enjoy 
every moment.

__G.YasminSirajudheen
Secondary grade teacher

Melmalayanur block
Villupuram dt

One day early morning On Monday morning
My mother dressed up

That day is my admission day in my native place

Every day is evergreen day
I took my bag with slate and bulbum

Days gone that day is unforgettable day in my life 
because I can start to write my name in English in 

third standard

Evening I rushed up to my mother I was started 
to say my name in English and that day is 

unforgettable day

Days weeks months and years passed by
Today is my SSLC birthday

Evening waiting for the Government results in the 
malai murasu

Eureka my my number was there oh what a day

Today is my HSC birthday

Saturday Sunday and Monday morning my 
number was there in the Daily Thanthi

Today is my new birthday
With bells bottom pant and half sleeve shirt l

Entered Scott Christian College for my 
undergraduate Botany

Today is my new birthday because I got 
Admission for my post graduation Botany in

St John’s College palayamkottai

Today is my birthday because I have completed 
my post graduation Botany with current higher 

first class

Today I  woke up and saw my clock ⌚⏰
Twenty two years passed away

Today is my admission day in June for education 
degree in

Madurai Kamaraj University

Today is my birthday
I am wandering in Chennai for job with fully 

qualified teacher

Alas I checked my calendar today I am going to 
sleep without a proper job in Chennai

Dr. T.Ebenezer

The greatest glory in living To be yourself in a world that is constantly 
trying to make you something else is the 

greatest accomplishment

Keep moving forward

Magic pen

The greatest glory in living lies not 
in never falling, but in rising every 

time we fall.

My little life
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Kenya Revenue Authority 
chairman Ndiritu Muriithi has 
formally declared his candi-
dacy for the Laikipia gov-
ernorship, announcing at a 
public meeting in Nyahururu 
that he will contest the 2027 
General Election on a Kenya 
Reforms Party ticket.
Speaking during a county-

wide Meet the People tour, 
Muriithi said his return to the 
political arena is driven by the 
need for a more united and 
inclusive Laikipia. He chal-
lenged residents to reject pol-
iticians who divide communi-
ties along ethnic lines and cast 
his campaign explicitly as a 
bridge-building project. “Our 
diversity is Laikipia’s greatest 
strength, and we must never 
allow it to be weaponised,” 
he told the gathering. “I will 
build bridges, not barriers, 
and unite every community 

towards shared prosperity.”
The declaration ends months 

of speculation over Muriithi’s 
political direction. In May, he 
ruled out joining the Democ-
racy for the Citizens Party as-
sociated with former Deputy 
President Rigathi Gachagua, 
saying he preferred the Re-
form Party of Kenya because 
its political philosophy seeks 
to avert what he described as 
balkanisation and isolationist 
politics in the Mt Kenya re-
gion. The choice of platform 
signals a deliberate distance 
from the region’s most dom-
inant opposition formation 
and a bid to occupy the centre 
ground in a county that has 
become one of Mt Kenya’s 
most fiercely contested elec-
toral battlegrounds.
Muriithi served as Laikipia 

governor between 2017 and 
2022, having won the seat 
as an independent candidate 
after failing to secure the Ju-
bilee Alliance nomination. In 
2022, he ran on a Jubilee tick-
et under the Azimio la Umoja 

coalition and suffered a heavy 
defeat to incumbent Governor 
Joshua Irungu, who had ini-
tially lost the seat to him five 
years earlier. Irungu secured 
113,783 votes to Muriithi’s 
48,563 in a contest that was 
not close. Muriithi conceded, 
congratulated Irungu, and de-
parted from elective politics 
for a role in national public 
service — first in opposition 
activism, then in January 
2025 as chairman of the Ken-
ya Revenue Authority board.
The return to county politics 

carries both opportunity and 
risk. Irungu is serving his sec-
ond and constitutionally final 
term, leaving the seat open in 
2027 and drawing in a field of 
serious contenders. Among 
those expected to contest are 
former Cabinet Secretary and 
Laikipia East MP Mwangi Ki-
unjuri, former Laikipia Wom-
an Representative Cate Waru-
guru — who is eyeing the seat 
on a DCP ticket — current 
Laikipia County Secretary 
Koinange Wahome and Depu-

ty Governor Reuben Kamuri. 
Nine aspirants have already 
declared interest in the race, 
with several competing for 
the DCP nomination alone.
Muriithi has been candid 

about his motivation. “It is 
no secret that I am interest-
ed in the Laikipia governor’s 
seat. But for me, the slogans 
around ‘Wantam’ or ‘Tutam’ 
are not important. The focus 
should be on solutions for 
Kenyans, job creation, and in-
dustrialisation,” he said.
The profile he brings to the 

race is considerable. Before 
the governorship, Muriithi 
served as Member of Parlia-
ment for Laikipia West be-
tween 2007 and 2013 and as 
Assistant Minister for Indus-
trialisation in the Mwai Kiba-
ki administration. He holds a 
Bachelor of Science in Eco-
nomics and Finance from St. 
Francis Xavier University 
in Canada and a Master of 
Science in Project Manage-
ment from the University of 
Technology, Sydney. His pro-

fessional background spans 
economic policy, financial 
sector development and in-
frastructure planning, includ-
ing early involvement in the 
Lamu Port-South Sudan-Ethi-
opia Transport Corridor pro-
gramme.
During his gubernatori-

al term, his administration 
launched the Laikipia Coun-
ty Infrastructure Bond, the 
Nanyuki Bulk Water proj-
ect, the Laikipia Beef Spe-
cial Purpose Vehicle and a 
county equipment leasing 
programme — a record he 
will lean on heavily against 
opponents who will point to 
the scale of his 2022 defeat as 
evidence that the county has 
moved on.
The arithmetic of that defeat 

remains the central challenge. 
A candidate who lost by more 

than 65,000 votes five years 
ago must explain not just 
what has changed in Laikipia, 
but what has changed about 
his candidacy. His answer, at 
least in Nyahururu, is charac-
ter and coalition — an appeal 
to unity over division, and to 
a track record of governance 
over political sloganeering.
Whether that argument pre-

vails in a race this crowded 
and this competitive will de-
pend on whether Muriithi can 
rebuild the grassroots support 
that carried him to victory in 
2017 — and whether Laikipia 
voters, given a wide field of 
credible alternatives, are will-
ing to give a second chance 
to a man who lost his last one 
decisively.

Politics Muriithi said his return to the political arena is driven by the need for a more united and inclusive Laikipia

Muriithi throws his hat into 
the ring: KRA chairman targets 
Laikipia governorship
BY Grace Wanja

 @themtkenyatimes

Kenya Revenue Authority chairman Ndiritu Muriithi
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independence and the funding 
to prepare properly, whichev-
er timetable the courts ulti-
mately confirm. The judiciary 
needs to be allowed to do its 
work without being turned 
into a battlefield between 
competing political camps. 
And political leaders need to 
resist the temptation to wea-
ponise a legitimate constitu-
tional question for electoral 
mobilisation.
None of that is straight-

forward in a political envi-
ronment as competitive as 
Kenya’s. But the alternative 
— allowing the dispute to 

deepen division, weaken in-
stitutions, and undermine 
public confidence in the elec-
toral process — carries costs 
the country cannot afford.
The 2026-versus-2027 con-

troversy may ultimately be 
resolved quietly by the courts. 
Or it may become something 
larger: a test of whether Ken-
ya’s constitutional democracy 
can handle a serious legal dis-
pute without fracturing along 
political lines. The answer 
will say something import-
ant about where the country 
stands — not just before the 
next election, but long after it.
What Kenya needs most, in 

the end, is not a particular 
date. It is certainty, a clear 
legal framework, a credible 
electoral commission, and the 
collective resolve to let the 
rule of law — not political 
arithmetic — determine what 
comes next.

Kenya is at the centre of a 
significant constitutional and 
political dispute over the date 
of its next General Election 
— a controversy that goes 
well beyond a disagreement 
on the calendar and cuts to the 
heart of how the country in-
terprets its own founding law.
For the most part, Kenyans 

and their political parties had 
been preparing for elections 
in August 2027. That assump-
tion rested on the constitu-
tional provision for five-year 
parliamentary and presiden-
tial terms, widely understood 
to place the next General 
Election in 2027. Then the 
Malindi High Court inter-
vened. The court ruled that 
the correct constitutional date 
for the next election is August 
2026 — a declaration it simul-
taneously suspended, pending 
further legal process — and 
Kenya’s political landscape 
has not quite settled since.
The ruling has drawn sharp 

reactions. Cabinet Secre-
tary Aden Duale was among 
those who pushed back pub-
licly, arguing that moving 
the election forward would 
effectively curtail the con-
stitutional terms of elected 
leaders. Supporters of the 
2026 reading counter that the 
Constitution must be applied 
strictly, and that the electoral 
cycle should follow the letter 
of the law rather than political 
convenience. Both positions 
carry legal weight, which is 
precisely why the matter be-
longs in court rather than in 
campaign rallies.
What makes the controver-

sy consequential is not the 
date itself but everything that 
hangs on it. The timing of an 
election determines when the 
terms of the President, Mem-
bers of Parliament, governors, 

and county representatives 
come to an end. A shift to 
2026 would compress those 
terms significantly, disrupting 
political strategies, campaign 
preparations, voter registra-
tion programmes, and the 
operational readiness of the 
electoral authorities.
The Independent Electoral 

and Boundaries Commission 
sits at the centre of those 
practical concerns. Kenya 
only reconstituted its IEBC 
leadership in 2025, after the 
commission had operated 
without its full complement 
of commissioners for an ex-
tended period. The new team 
is still settling in, and a sud-
den change in the electoral 
timetable would place consid-
erable strain on an institution 
that is only beginning to find 
its footing.
The economic dimension is 

equally important and often 
underappreciated in political 
debate. Businesses and inves-
tors operate best in conditions 
of predictability. The World 
Bank has already flagged po-
litical uncertainty surround-
ing Kenya’s electoral cycle as 
a risk to investor confidence 
and fiscal stability. An unex-
pected election in 2026 would 
intensify those pressures, po-
tentially affecting government 

spending, private investment, 
and the confidence of markets 
already watching Kenya’s 
fiscal position closely. Even 
a prolonged legal dispute — 
without any change in the ul-
timate date — can itself gen-
erate uncertainty sufficient to 
rattle confidence.
Young Kenyans add anoth-

er layer to the picture. Since 
the protests sparked by the 
Finance Bill in 2024, the 
country’s Gen Z generation 
has emerged as a serious po-
litical force — vocal, organ-
ised, and increasingly difficult 
for the political establishment 
to ignore. Their concerns cut 
across elections: employment, 
corruption, the cost of living, 
and accountability. Whether 
the next vote comes in 2026 
or 2027, this generation’s 
growing political awareness 
is likely to shape the issues 
at the centre of the campaign 
and the levels of participation 
on polling day.
The deeper lesson in all of 

this is one Kenya has encoun-
tered before. A democracy 
is not merely the sum of its 
elections. It is the sum of its 
institutions — and whether 
those institutions are trusted, 
resourced, and insulated from 
political pressure when it mat-
ters most. The IEBC needs the 

Election  The economic dimension is equally important and often underappreciated in political debate. Businesses and investors operate best in conditions of predictability

The 2026 or 2027 election question: 
Kenya faces a constitutional test
A High Court ruling that the next General Election falls in August 2026, not 2027, has 
forced Kenya to confront fundamental questions about constitutional interpretation, judi-
cial independence, and the integrity of  its democratic order.

BY Linda Omondi
 @themtkenyatimes

Judge Mugure Thande
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Kenya’s political clouds are gather-
ing with unusual speed. Political al-
liances are shifting, parties are being 
abandoned and others are embraced 
with remarkable convenience, bro-
kers are positioning themselves, 
appointments are acquiring polit-
ical meaning and politicians both 
incumbents and new aspirants are 
beginning to criss-cross electoral 
jurisdictions of interest in search 
of influence. The political season is 
clearly warming up, but beneath the 
noise lies an important development 
that the politicians may be underesti-
mating: the voter is changing
Over the years, politicians have per-

fected the art of campaigning with 
resources that, in the first place be-
long to the citizens. Public projects 
are launched with extraordinary po-
litical fanfare. Public vehicles, pub-
lic platforms, public programmes 
and sometimes public institutions 
appear to become part of political 
mobilization machinery.  Govern-
ment achievements are repackaged 
as personal political gifts, while citi-
zens are invited to applaud what they 
have, in fact, already paid through 
taxes and other public contributions.
The informed voter is increasingly 

unimpressed. The citizen who has 
watched public money disappear 
into questionable procurement, in-
flated projects, stalled programmes 
and political extravagance may no 
longer be persuaded simply because 
a politician arrives with a convoy 
and announces another development 
project. The voter increasingly wants 
to know who paid for it, how much 
it costs, who implemented it, who 
benefited and whether it should have 
been delivered as part of government 
responsibility in the first place.
Even the traditional campaign hand-

out is beginning to acquire different 
meaning. For generations, politicians 
have been distributing money, food, 
clothing and other small gifts during 
campaigns, expecting gratitude to 
translate into votes. The increasing-

ly informed electorate is starting to 
look at such generosity through an 
entirely different lens. To many, the 
money being handed out is not nec-
essarily generosity at all. It is per-
ceived as small refund from a larger 
public resource that has already been 
extracted from them through taxa-
tion, government contracts, public 
opportunities or political patronage.
The logic is becoming brutally 

simple; if you have been given a 
thousand shillings today, it does not 
mean you have sold your vote for 
a thousand shillings. The voter can 
take the handout and still make an 
independent decision at the ballot. 
This is a political reality that many 
campaign strategists may discover 
rather late. The old assumption that 
poverty automatically translates into 
political loyalty is increasingly unre-
liable. Citizens can be economically 
constrained without being politically 
naïve. A mother may accept a small 
campaign contribution because she 
needs food that evening and still re-
ject the politician at the ballot box. 
A young person may attend a politi-
cal rally because transport and lunch 
have been provided and still vote 
according to his or her own assess-
ment.
The political class should there-

fore stop confusing attendance with 
allegiance, applause with approval 
and handouts with votes. The same 
warning applies to the growing 
phenomenon of political tourism. 
Politicians are beginning to travel 
outside their constituencies to inject 
themselves into local political con-

test, often carrying little more than 
political bravado and an appetite for 
confrontation. Some arrive not with 
policy proposal but with insults. 
Others specialize in humiliating 
opponents, provoking crowds, and 
releasing vulgar language calculat-
ed to generate applause, hatred and 
media attention.
This must stop at all costs. Kenya 

does not need politicians from one 
county to another exporting political 
hostility. Political engagement is le-
gitimate; political tourism designed 
to provoke, insult and inflame com-
munities is not responsible leader-
ship as this drifts towards tribalism, 
conflict and warlike language
The political casualties of the com-

ing season may therefore be far 
much greater than may currently 
anticipate. Candidates who build 
their campaigns around tribal hos-
tility may discover that citizens 
have grown tired of being mobilised 
against one another. Politicians who 
make political conflict their currency 
may discover voters prefer stability, 
opportunity and development.
Kenyan’s citizens have the history, 

the technology tools and knowledge 
to recognize patterns, Politicians 
start with dramatic speeches, eth-
nic arithmetic, insults, threats, the 
promise, handouts, and defections. 
The political brokers arrive with 
new alliances and new calculations 
and eventually the voter is expected 
to forget everything and start again. 
But something fundamental has 
changed. The citizen is recording, 
comparing, questioning and listen-

ing.
They are discussing and analyzing 

political performance in ways that 
were not possible before the digital 
age. They compare promises made 
in different forums, achievements 
and failures at a flash of a second. 
It is encouraging however that pol-
iticians who genuinely want to serve 
the environment provides an oppor-
tunity for a different kind of leader-
ship, leadership that sees and speaks 
to citizens as adults and not as voting 
blocks; leadership that recognizes 
the most vulnerable in the society in-
cluding the disability persons. 
The informed voter is watching all 

this. Watching who is appointed, 
who has built skyscrapers during the 
short term in office, who employed 
only relatives, who is excluded, who 
receives, and who suddenly becomes 
generous during election period. The 
citizen is also watching who is beat-
ing drums of tribalism and conflict. 
The political class should not under-

estimate this electorate. The Kenyan 
voter may laugh at the rally, accept 
transport, eat the campaign food and 
listen to the politician’s insults, but 
still go into the polling booth alone. 
This is where political theater ends. 
This is where the voter speaks.
The coming political season will un-

doubtedly be noisy. Political tourists 
will arrive, the brokers will emerge, 
old veterans will invoke experience, 
new entrance will invoke technolo-
gy and numbers, parties will realign, 
money will circulate, handouts will 
increase and political language will 
become harsher. But the voter is not 
necessarily amused 
Kenyans are people asking increas-

ing asking uncomfortable question; 
after all the money spent, all the 
insults exchanged, all the promis-
es made all political battles fought, 
what exactly will change in the life 
of ordinary citizens? The question 
may prove more powerful than the 
loudest rally.
Those who have specialized in trib-

alism, confrontation, vulgarity and 
political intimidation should take 
particular note and caution. The 
electorate may be approaching a 
point where such politics no longer 
inspires loyalty but exhaustion. The 
political tourist may eventually re-
turn home, the broker will move to 
their next negotiation, the handouts 
will disappear, and the campaign 
music will go silent. But the voter 
will remain with the consequences.
And when that moment comes, 

Kenya may discover that the most 
powerful political force was nev-
er the loudest politician, the largest 
convoy or the deepest pocket. It was 
the informed citizen who listened 
quietly, watched carefully, remem-
bered everything and most impor-
tantly made the wise choice.

Mr. Fredrick Kipchumba Chelimo 
PWD
Chairperson, Jiamini Disability 

network Community Based organi-
zation
Email: jiamini.network@gmail.com

Politics Over the years, politicians have perfected the art of campaigning with resources that, in the first place belong to the citizens

When political events unfold: The 
voter is watching

Voter is watching

BY Fredrick Chelimo 
 @themtkenyatimes
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Women In the scourge of Gender based violence and too much killings as a woman protect yourself and know the safety measures

with a friend or at the mall 
and leave a trail of where you 
are going, as more killings are 
happening. Human trafficking 
is on the rife too, simply stay 
safe as a woman.
Have faith and let that faith 

be based on the freedom of 

speech, freedom of worship, 
no segregation and taking 
away the rights of a certain 
group.
Respect is imperative to all 

human beings, love conquers 
all, but let not any kind of love 
kill you, or put you in a cor-

ner. Simply live, shine and be 
a blossoming flower.
Learn to listen, be willing 

to keep quiet at times so that 
others speak, spread love and 
learn new skills and have a 
hobby, shine and be alluring!
Can a woman be single and 

be happy? Yes, she can and 
it’s all about working hard and 
the mindset.

Happy Women’s day mei 
chomies!😍📕✍️

To the South African Wom-
en, as you celebrate your day 
today, simply let it sink in that 
you are enough. Stand up for 
yourself, do not be pompous 
but show your young ones 
that a woman got strength too!
Be independent, work, have 

a business or something that 
put in income so that you do 
not solely depend on your 
partner or provider. That shall 
give you freedom of expres-
sion and decision making.
In the scourge of Gender 

based violence and too much 
killings as a woman protect 

yourself and know the safety 
measures.
Do you dress to impress or 

to cover the vital parts? It is 
a call now to each woman in 
this freedom era to know that 
1 in 7 women is raped daily 
and we must apply more safe-
ty precautions. Does it mean 
our dressing get us in trouble? 
Partly but a rapist got no ex-
cuse to do that, nevertheless.
We must also look into the 

relationship we get into, a 
lot of step fathers are violat-
ing some children not only 
the daughters but here and 
there cases of boy being raped 
like the recent one of a sleep 
over that went wrong in Cape 
Town, is a clear indication of 

same sex attraction on the rise 
and putting the child under 
threat in terms of guardians 
and closer family unit being 
disoriented. People expected 
to be caregivers, uncles and 
aunts, friends, and step family 
are now betraying such small 
beings by violating them.
The law shall always take its 

course but we need the moth-
ers to apply more caution as 
the safeguard of the young 
ones.
A woman today must drink 

with caution, and rather have 
more drinks at home with 
family. Bars are no longer 
much safer. Be with close 
friends when going out and 
meet virtual friends in person 

Happy Women’s Day-South African 
Women 

BY Paula O. M. Otukile
 @themtkenyatimes

Paula O. M. Otukile
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Abstract
In modern computer engineering, 

the demand for independent, re-
al-time control and monitoring sys-
tems for objects is increasing. This 
article proposes the architecture 
of an autonomous IoT (Internet of 
Things) gateway that operates based 
on microcontrollers (Arduino archi-
tecture) and functions independently 
without reliance on cloud technolo-
gies (Edge/Offline AI). The system 
is based on the integration of RFID 
scanners, infrared (IR) distance sen-
sors, and actuators (servo motors). 
The process of filtering signals re-
ceived from the physical environ-
ment at the lower level, processing 
them using C++ and Python pro-
gramming languages, and directing 
them to a relational database (Post-
greSQL/SQLite) has been investi-
gated. The obtained results showed 
a significant reduction in latency be-
tween hardware and software.
Keywords: IoT architecture, Com-

puter engineering, Arduino, RFID 
systems, Sensor networks, Automa-
tion, Edge Computing, Database.

Introduction
The development of Artificial In-

telligence and “Smart Homes/Cit-
ies” concepts requires the seamless 
co-design of hardware and software. 
Automated checkpoints, security 
gateways, or control systems in in-
dustrial facilities are mostly trained 

to send data to a central server and 
move based on the commands re-
ceived from it. However, such a 
traditional cloud-based architecture 
causes several serious problems: 
complete dependence on internet 
speed, data privacy risks, and high 
transmission latency.
The main goal of this research is to 

develop an independent automated 
control architecture based on Edge 
Computing principles, where de-
cisions are made directly by local 
microcontrollers and lower-layer 
gateways. Furthermore, tasks such 
as filtering signals coming from 
sensors, writing them to relational 
databases in an optimized manner, 
and testing the operational speed of 
physical actuators at the hardware 
level have been defined.

System Architecture and Method-
ology
The proposed system architecture 

is divided into a sensor network that 
reads physical processes, a micro-
controller that processes primary 
data, and a local server-gateway pro-
viding complex logic.
Hardware Layer
●	 Identification module: 

RFID scanners are used to automati-
cally identify individuals or objects. 
The module communicates with the 
microcontroller via the SPI protocol.
●	 Condition monitoring: In-

frared (IR) distance sensors are used 

to measure the physical presence of 
an object or the intermediate dis-
tance.
●	 Actuators: Based on the 

made decisions, making changes 
in the physical environment (e.g., 
opening/closing a door) is carried 
out via servo motors (PWM signals).
Software and Communication Lay-

er
To directly control the hardware at 

the microcontroller level, the C++ 
programming language is used, 
which manages the buffer of data 
coming from the sensors in memo-
ry. To clean up noisy signals (e.g., 
fluctuations in the IR sensor) at the 
initial stage, simple digital filters 
(moving average) are applied.
T_total = t_sensor + t_microcon-

troller + t_gateway + t_actuation
Here: t_sensor – sensor reading 

time; t_microcontroller – filtering 
time at the C++ level; t_gateway 
– time for the Python gateway to 
write to the database and return a 
response; t_actuation – time for the 
servo motor to perform the physical 
movement.

Results and Discussion
To test the proposed architecture, a 

hardware-software stand was assem-
bled, and its reliability under load 
was tested.
System Architecture	 Data pro-

cessing location	 Average latency 
(ms)	 Network dependency	

Privacy risk
Traditional Cloud IoT	 R e m o t e 

server (API)	 300 - 800 ms	
High	 Exists
Proposed Edge IoT	 L o c a l 

Gateway / Microcontroller	40 - 60 
ms	 None (Offline)	 Protected

Conclusion
Within the framework of the re-

search, the architecture of an au-
tonomous IoT gateway built on the 
basis of a microcontroller and a local 
server was developed and practical-
ly tested. The results show that in 
computer engineering, continuously 
operating (daemon) local systems 
based on Edge Computing have a 
significant advantage over cloud ar-
chitectures in terms of data privacy 
and reaction speed. In future studies, 
it is planned to combine this hard-
ware system with Computer Vision 
models to further strengthen bio-
metric identification and hardware 
security.

Mavlonov Najmiddin (October 25, 
2006,  Urgut district, Ukrach neigh-
borhood)– 3rd-year Computer Engi-
neering student at Samarkand State 
University (SamDU). Rapidly ad-
vancing in C++ and AI technologies, 
I build startups, design models, and 
actively compete in ICPC and Na-
tional AI Hackathons.

Designing the Architecture of Microcontroller-Based 
IoT Gateways for Autonomous Control Systems

Worth Noting:

•	 The development 
of Artificial Intelligence 
and “Smart Homes/Cit-
ies” concepts requires 
the seamless co-design of 
hardware and software. 
Automated checkpoints, 
security gateways, or 
control systems in indus-
trial facilities are mostly 
trained to send data to a 
central server and move 
based on the commands 
received from it. However, 
such a traditional cloud-
based architecture causes 
several serious problems: 
complete dependence on 
internet speed, data pri-
vacy risks, and high trans-
mission latency.
•	 The main goal of 
this research is to develop 
an independent automat-
ed control architecture 
based on Edge Computing 
principles, where decisions 
are made directly by local 
microcontrollers and low-
er-layer gateways. 

By: Mavlonov Najmiddin
 @themtkenyatimes
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Kenya has a peculiar political habit. 
We begin preparing for the next elec-
tion long before we have finished 
dealing with the problems created by 
the last one. By the time politicians 
have settled into office, conversa-
tions about succession have already 
begun. Coalitions take shape, loy-
alties are tested, possible running 
mates emerge, regions are quietly 
mapped, and opinion polls become 
political scripture.
Then came August 11. A date that 

had largely lived inside a constitu-
tional argument suddenly became a 
national political question. The High 
Court declared that Kenya’s presi-
dential election was constitutionally 
due on August 11, 2026, rather than 
in 2027 — while suspending the 
practical effect of that declaration. 
The ruling did not instantly move 
the country to the ballot. Instead, it 
exposed something more fundamen-
tal: the distance between the political 
calendar Kenyans had been prepar-
ing for and the constitutional ques-
tions that determine how that calen-
dar should actually work.
That distance deserves more atten-

tion than the political excitement 
surrounding the next election. Be-
cause perhaps Kenya’s greatest po-
litical problem is not that we prepare 
too early for elections. Perhaps it 
is that we prepare too little for the 
country.
For years, 2027 has been treated al-

most as a political destination. Poli-
ticians have been positioning them-
selves, alliances have been floated, 
succession has become a permanent 
subject of national conversation, and 
every political visit is assigned elec-
toral meaning. The country watches. 
The politicians calculate. And some-
where beneath all this choreography, 
ordinary life continues.
A parent still has to find school 

fees. A graduate still has to look 
for work. A patient still has to find 
treatment. A farmer still has to worry 
about markets and weather. A small 
business owner still has to keep the 
doors open. These citizens do not 
live according to the political calen-
dar. They live according to the cost 

of living.
That is why the August 11 contro-

versy should force a broader na-
tional conversation. The important 
question is not simply whether the 
election belongs in 2026 or 2027 — 
that must be settled through the con-
stitutional and legal processes of the 
Republic. The more uncomfortable 
question is why we have become 
so politically invested in the date of 
the next election while remaining so 
little invested in the condition of the 
country between elections.
Kenya has made succession a na-

tional sport. We discuss who will 
succeed whom with extraordinary 
enthusiasm. We dissect political 
alliances as though they were foot-
ball formations. We reduce regions 
to voting blocs and communities to 
electoral arithmetic. But leadership 
is not mathematics, and a nation is 
not a spreadsheet of votes.
Behind every percentage in an opin-

ion poll is a citizen whose concerns 
will remain long after the pollsters 
have moved on. Behind every polit-
ical coalition are millions of people 
who will still need functioning in-
stitutions when that coalition even-
tually dissolves. This is where our 
politics loses its sense of proportion. 

We have become fascinated by who 
gets power and insufficiently inter-
ested in what power is supposed to 
accomplish.
The Constitution should remind us 

of the difference. The constitutional 
order is not simply an instrument 
for determining who occupies State 
House. It is meant to organise pow-
er, limit it, distribute it, and make it 
accountable to the people. Elections 
are essential — but elections are not 
governance. Winning an election 
gives a government the authority to 
govern. It does not give it permission 
to forget why government exists.
Yet our political culture often treats 

electoral victory as the ultimate 
achievement. Once the votes are 
counted, the campaign machinery 
does not disappear — it changes 
shape. Development projects be-
come political evidence. Appoint-
ments become signals of loyal-
ty. Government announcements 
become opportunities for political 
branding. Opposition becomes a 
contest of personalities rather than 
an examination of policy. Even na-
tional problems become campaign 
material.
This is how a country gets trapped 

in permanent election mode. A gov-

ernment that spends too much en-
ergy anticipating the next political 
contest may struggle to make deci-
sions whose benefits are long-term. 
A politician may prefer the popular 
decision to the necessary one. An ad-
ministration may hesitate to confront 
difficult structural problems because 
the consequences are politically 
inconvenient. Institutions may be 
judged not by whether they are faith-
fully performing their constitutional 
mandate, but by which political side 
they appear to favour.
The August 11 ruling offers Ken-

ya an opportunity to pause. Not to 
panic. Not to turn the judiciary into 
another battlefield between political 
camps. Not to treat a complicated 
constitutional question as a conve-
nient slogan. Instead, we should ask 
what the controversy reveals about 
the health of our constitutional de-
mocracy.
If the country can spend years pre-

paring politically for one election 
year while constitutional litigation 
produces an entirely different inter-
pretation of the electoral timetable, 
then perhaps the real problem is not 
the disagreement over dates. Perhaps 
it is our failure to build sufficient 
certainty around the rules that gov-

ern the most important democratic 
exercise in the country.
A stable democracy requires more 

than elections. It requires predictable 
institutions, respect for constitution-
al timelines, independent bodies 
capable of performing their duties 
without political intimidation, and 
citizens who understand that democ-
racy is not merely the right to choose 
leaders — it is also the responsibility 
to demand accountability from them.
This is where Kenya must change 

its political conversation. Instead of 
asking only who has the numbers, 
ask who has the ideas. Instead of 
asking which community will pro-
duce the next leader, ask what pol-
icies that leader will pursue. Instead 
of asking which coalition will win, 
ask what it intends to do with vic-
tory.
These are less exciting questions. 

They are better questions.
Kenya does not suffer from a short-

age of politicians. It suffers from a 
shortage of political seriousness. We 
have mastered mobilisation, slogans, 
and coalition-building. What we 
have not mastered is continuity. Ev-
ery administration arrives promising 
a new beginning while many nation-
al problems remain stubbornly old. 
Youth unemployment does not dis-
appear with a new coalition. Public 
debt does not vanish after a political 
transition. Weak institutions do not 
become strong simply because their 
occupants change.
The country requires something 

more difficult than political renewal. 
It requires institutional maturity.
The campaign posters will even-

tually come down. The rallies will 
become memories. The alliances 
will shift. But the country will re-
main. The young Kenyan looking for 
work will still be looking. The fam-
ily counting its money at the end of 
the month will still be counting. The 
patient will still need treatment. The 
taxpayer will still demand value.
Elections may determine who gov-

erns Kenya for the next term. Only 
governance will determine what 
kind of Kenya they inherit.
Because elections change gov-

ernments. Only good governance 
changes lives.

Politics Yet our political culture often treats electoral victory as the ultimate achievement. Once the votes are counted, the campaign machinery does not disappear — it changes shape

Why Kenya keeps preparing for power 
instead of preparing the country
As the August 11 ruling reignites debate over the electoral timetable, the more uncomfortable 

question is why we invest so much in the next election and so little in the country between them
BY Levis Wangamati

 @themtkenyatimes
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Sports >>   *Jorge Messi, the steelworker from Rosario who gave up everything to put his son on the path to great-

ness, died on Saturday at 68 — leaving football’s greatest player to grieve the man who made it all possible

Messi mourns: The father who built a 
legend is gone
By Martin Weche

Jorge Messi, father and long-
time representative of Lionel 
Messi, died on Saturday at San-
atorio Centro medical centre in 
Rosario, Argentina, aged 68. 
The Argentine Football Associa-
tion and Newell’s Old Boys, the 
club where the younger Messi 
first kicked a ball, confirmed the 
death. Dr. Carlos Mackey, the 
hospital’s medical director, said 
no further details surrounding 
the cause of death would be re-
leased out of respect for the fam-
ily’s privacy.
Jorge spent his final months 

alternating between the med-
ical centre in Rosario and his 
home, accompanied by his wife 
Celia and his children Rodrigo, 
Matias and Maria Sol. Lionel, 
who had flown in from Miami 
with his wife Antonela Roccuz-
zo and their children, remained 
with the family. A private burial 
ceremony was held yesterday at 
El Prado cemetery in the town of 
Perez, adjacent to Rosario, with 
a small number of Lionel’s Ar-
gentina teammates present.
The gates of the cemetery told 

their own story. Handwritten 
messages from fans — “Stay 
strong, Leo, we love you” and 
“Stay strong, Messi family” — 
were pinned alongside floral 
wreaths, a quiet testament to the 
affection millions feel not just 
for the player, but for the family 
behind him.
Best known as his son’s repre-

sentative, Jorge worked in the 
steel industry in Rosario before 
dedicating himself to manag-
ing Lionel’s career. He was, in 
the truest sense, present at the 
creation. He introduced a four-
year-old Lionel to football on the 
open lots of their Rosario neigh-
bourhood, and later coached 
youth teams at the modest local 
club Grandoli. When Barcelona 
came calling in 2000, Jorge did 
not hesitate. He played a cen-
tral role in securing the medical 

treatment that allowed Lionel 
to continue playing and led the 
family’s move to Spain when 
Barcelona offered him a place in 
the club’s academy.
The sacrifice was immense. 

Jorge left behind his job, his wife, 
and three other children to settle 
in Catalonia with a 13-year-old 
boy carrying the weight of ex-
traordinary promise. Lionel later 
described the emotional reality 
of those early years with char-
acteristic honesty. “When we ar-
rived in Barcelona, I used to lock 
myself in my room to cry alone, 
and my father did the same — 
either without me seeing him 
or thinking I didn’t see him. We 
pretended we were both fine, but 
we were struggling,” he said.
From those difficult early days, 

Jorge built one of football’s most 
formidable management opera-
tions, quietly. Over the follow-
ing decades, he acted as adviser, 
agent and confidant, overseeing 
contract negotiations, commer-
cial agreements, and many of the 

business decisions surrounding 
one of football’s most success-
ful careers — from Barcelona 
to Paris Saint-Germain and Inter 
Miami.
The news came less than two 

months after Lionel played 
through the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup while his father was under-
going treatment. During Argenti-
na’s opening match against Alge-
ria, Messi was visibly emotional 
after scoring. He later explained: 
“It’s for a reason completely un-
related to sports; I’ve had some 
difficult, complicated days. The 
truth is, it’s mostly for my fami-
ly. Because, well, they’re always 
there, always supporting me. 
We’re going through a difficult 
time right now.”
The Royal Spanish Football 

Federation sent its condolences, 
expressing love and affection to 
Lionel and his family in what it 
described as moments of deep 
sorrow. The Argentine Football 
Association ordered moments 
of silence at matches throughout 

Argentine football and required 
players, referees, and coaching 
staffs to wear black armbands. 
Newell’s Old Boys, in a tribute 
that captured the scale of what 
was lost, described Jorge as “the 
support and the person who un-
derpinned with vision, rigor and 
affection the career” of his son.
A steelworker who became the 

architect of football’s greatest 
dynasty — Jorge Messi built 
his legacy through one decision, 
made in a Rosario neighbour-
hood decades ago, to believe 
completely in a small boy with 
enormous talent and an even big-
ger heart.

Lionel Messi bids farewell to father who guided his glittering career
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Sports >>   *The Daily Telegraph’s explosive allegations — that UEFA settled a six-figure payment on a woman 
allegedly in a relationship with Infantino — land as the FIFA president fights for his political survival.

Infantino under fire: FIFA chief flatly 
denies affair and pay-off claims
By Martin Weche

FIFA president Gianni Infanti-
no yesterday flatly denied alle-
gations, published by The Daily 
Telegraph, that UEFA paid off 
a woman with whom he was 
purportedly in an intimate rela-
tionship during his tenure as the 
organisation’s secretary general 
between 2009 and 2016.
The Telegraph, citing multiple 

anonymous sources, alleged that 
Infantino had a relationship with 
a junior employee during his 
time at UEFA’s helm — a claim 
that lands with particular force 
given the torrid week the FIFA 
president has already endured 
over his aborted plan to open the 
World Cup to private investors.
The woman, who worked at 

UEFA as an administrator, was 
reportedly promoted to a man-
agerial role by Infantino during 
their relationship. When the al-
leged relationship ended, Infan-
tino was reportedly challenged 
about it by then-UEFA president 
Michel Platini, and they agreed 
that she would leave the associ-
ation and be paid.
According to The Telegraph, 

the employee received a six-fig-
ure sum upon her departure, in 
addition to the payment of tui-
tion fees for a business school 
amounting to around £45,000. 
UEFA, for its part, did not dis-
pute that a payment was made. 
The organisation confirmed that 
“a departure payment was made 
to the individual in question”, 
in addition to fees for an MBA 
course, but maintained the pay-
ment was “in line” with regula-
tions that existed for departing 
staff at the time, adding that 
such regulations have since been 
“tightened.”
FIFA’s denial was unequivocal. 

A spokesperson, quoted by The 
Telegraph, stated that Infanti-
no, who has been married since 
2001, “strongly denies these al-
legations”, which were “categor-
ically untrue.” “Any insinuation 

of inappropriate conduct or vio-
lation of statutes or regulations 
is defamatory,” FIFA added. “No 
employee at UEFA and FIFA 
has ever raised a complaint re-
garding Infantino’s behaviour 
because there never was an inci-
dent where he was involved.”
The timing of the story is dev-

astating. The allegations come 
as the 56-year-old Italian-Swiss 
lawyer faces a career-threatening 
backlash over his aborted plans 
to sell off stakes in FIFA compe-
titions to private investors. That 
scheme, which leaked late last 
month, ignited a crisis that has 
rapidly escalated into an open 
rupture between FIFA and its 
most powerful continental con-
federation. UEFA, which counts 
some of the world’s most pow-
erful football nations among its 
members, has threatened to boy-
cott FIFA competitions, includ-
ing the World Cup, and publicly 
declared its loss of confidence 
in Infantino’s leadership. UE-

FA’s position hardened further 
on Thursday, when it indicated 
that the mere withdrawal of the 
investment plan was insufficient 
to repair the relationship.
The allegations therefore do not 

exist in isolation. They arrive at a 
moment when Infantino’s critics 
— inside football’s corridors of 
power and beyond — are already 
sharpening their arguments 
ahead of his re-election bid next 
March. Whether the affair claims 
gain legal or institutional traction 
remains to be seen; The Tele-
graph did not name its sources, 
and UEFA’s acknowledgement 
of the payout fell well short of 
corroborating the more serious 
allegations of impropriety.
Yet the damage to Infantino’s 

carefully cultivated image as a 
reforming, consensus-building 
administrator is real and com-
pounding. A president who spent 
years distancing FIFA from the 
corruption scandals that preced-
ed his 2016 election now finds 

himself fighting allegations of 
favouritism and personal mis-
conduct from his own UEFA 
past — just as the organisation 
he once served leads the charge 
against him.
After the alleged relationship 

ended, Infantino reportedly used 
connections to secure the woman 
a new position in a similar field 
— a detail that, if substantiated, 
would raise questions not merely 
about personal conduct but about 
the use of institutional influence 
for private ends.
For now, FIFA’s position is 

denial across the board. But in 
football politics, as in the game 
itself, the scoreline at half-time 
rarely tells the whole story.

FIFA president Gianni Infantino 
..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Carlotta Schiavio, internationally 
known by her artistic name YaTii 
Talisman, is a visionary multidisci-
plinary artist whose work is deeply 
rooted in imagination, spirituality, 
cultural diversity, and the universal 
pursuit of peace. Born in Italy and 
raised in Ethiopia, Schiavio grew 
up surrounded by a rich blend of 
Italian, Russian, Syrian, Austrian, 
and Ethiopian cultural influences. 
This extraordinary multicultural 
background has played an important 
role in shaping her artistic identity, 
worldview, and creative language. 
Her remarkable artistic journey has 
earned her recognition as a recipient 
of the Extraordinary Talent in the 
Arts Visa, celebrating her exception-
al contribution and talent within the 
arts.
Carlotta’s creative journey began 

with an interest in jewelry design 
before gradually evolving toward 
painting around 1998. What began 
as an exploration of visual expres-
sion soon became a lifelong artistic 
vocation. Over the years, her artistic 
odyssey has taken her across differ-
ent countries, cultures, techniques, 
and mediums, allowing her to de-
velop a distinctive visual language 
guided strongly by intuition and ex-
perimentation. Today, she works as a 
full-time artist, continuing to expand 
the imaginative universe she created 
through her art.
One of the most significant mile-

stones in Carlotta’s career came in 
January 2022, when her work be-
came part of a prestigious permanent 
exhibition at the National Library 
“Abrehot” in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
The exhibition represents an import-
ant connection between her artistic 
journey, her relationship with Ethio-
pia, and her enduring desire to use 
art as a means of communication, 
inspiration, and cultural connection.

In the year 2000, Carlotta created the 
imaginative realm of Planet YaTii, a 
concept that would later develop into 
the larger artistic universe known as 
YaTii Talisman. This fictional celes-
tial world became a powerful source 
of inspiration, allowing her to ex-
plore themes of harmony, positivity, 
protection, and peaceful coexistence 
through visual storytelling.
Her series “Stars Up Close” captures 

the vibrant skies and imaginative 
landscapes of YaTii Talisman, invit-
ing viewers to experience a world 
beyond the boundaries of everyday 
reality. Another important body of 
work, “Apotropaic Magic,” explores 
the idea of protection through artis-
tic shields designed to repel negative 
energies. Through these works, Car-
lotta combines symbolism, imagina-
tion, and visual experimentation to 
create art that carries emotional and 
conceptual meaning.
In 2011, Carlotta created the por-

table painting YaTii Talisman, an 
artwork designed to accompany its 
possessor and inspire boundless 
positivity. The piece was created on 
handmade cotton paper that was sun-
dried in Sicily, Italy, reflecting her 
connection to traditional materials 
and the natural world. Her original 
technique involved sewing different 
sections of the artwork together, cre-
ating a visual metaphor for equilibri-
um and balance.
Her artistic philosophy continued 

to evolve. In 2018, Carlotta made 
a significant transformation in her 
technique by choosing to paint on 
whole surfaces rather than continue 
stitching separate sections together. 
She viewed this artistic change met-
aphorically, comparing it to shed-
ding an ill-fitting garment and mov-
ing toward a more authentic form of 
expression.
During her residency in Ethiopia 

in 2019, while involved with the 
Abrehot Library initiative, Carlotta 
developed another symbolic body of 
work. She painted discs of eucalyp-
tus wood with expressive eyes, rep-
resenting an omnipresent gaze asso-
ciated with protection, awareness, 
and vigilance. These works further 
demonstrate her ability to transform 
ordinary materials into objects car-

rying imaginative and symbolic sig-
nificance.
In 2020, Carlotta  introduced one 

of her most distinctive creations: 
the Bugibatuki, mysterious and 
benevolent beings inhabitants of  
planet YaTii Talisman. Created 
with a strong message of peace and 
well-being, the Bugibatuki possess 
a remarkable ability to resolve con-
flicts positively without interroga-
tion or judgment. According to Car-
lottas imaginative universe, these 
celestial beings land in water basins 
around Earth, where they encounter 
different communities and cultures.
The Bugibatuki are instantly recog-

nizable by their large eyes and com-
puterized mouths, which enable 
them to communicate across inter-
stellar boundaries. Their purpose 
extends beyond fantasy: they serve 
as imaginative ambassadors of in-
tercultural dialogue, cooperation, 
positivity, and peaceful conflict res-
olution. Through these characters, 
Carlotta creates a playful yet mean-
ingful bridge between the fantastical 
and the real world, encouraging cu-
riosity, connection, and more harmo-
nious human relationships.
Her artistic universe expanded 

again in 2023, when she began ex-
ploring literature and collaborative 
storytelling. Working with fellow 
creatives, Carlotta created her first 
book centered on the Bugibatuki 
and the importance of water con-
servation. Combining imagination 
with meaningful themes, the book 
introduces young readers to envi-
ronmental awareness while encour-
aging communication, cooperation, 
and peace.
The first Bugibatuki book, “Bugi-

batuki Watershed Awareness,” was 
published in December 2024. The 
project expanded the Bugibatuki 
from visual artworks into a broad-
er storytelling universe capable of 
reaching new audiences through lit-
erature. Alongside the book, Carlot-
ta developed a collection of greeting 
cards featuring the distinctive and 
whimsical Bugibatuki characters.
Today, the YaTii Talisman universe 

continues to grow through digital 
creativity and merchandise. Carlot-
ta has established two online Bugi-

batuki merchandise shops, one on 
Redbubble and another on Printify, 
both operating under the name YaTii 
Talisman. These platforms allow 
audiences around the world to en-
gage with and carry elements of her 
imaginative artistic world into their 
everyday lives.
Carlotta’s artistic journey is ulti-

mately a story of continual trans-
formation. From jewelry design to 
painting, from symbolic objects to 
an entire fictional planet, and from 
visual art to children’s literature, 
she has consistently followed her 
intuition and allowed her imagina-
tion to guide her creative evolution. 
Through YaTii Talisman and the 
Bugibatuki, she has created a unique 
artistic language centered on positiv-
ity, protection, intercultural under-
standing, and peace.

Her work demonstrates how art can 
transcend geographical and cultural 
boundaries, creating spaces where 
imagination can inspire dialogue 
and where fantasy can carry pow-
erful messages for the real world. 
Through every painting, character, 
story, and creative experiment, Schi-
avio continues to invite audiences to 
imagine a more harmonious world—
one where differences can coexist, 
challenges can be approached with 
positivity, and creativity can become 
a pathway toward peace.

Carlotta Schiavio aka YaTii Talisman.
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