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Parched Land in England... Britain has been hit by drought, leading to water shortages. 
Photo: Environment Agency
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The National Drought Group met on Monday as 71.3% of England is 
now in drought:

HUNDREDS DIE IN BRUTAL 2026 SUMMER:
SCORCHING SUN STRIKES BRITAIN, CAUSING 
WATER SHORTAGES AND DROUGHT

Angola Oil & Gas 2026: Time for Africa to write its own energy 
equation

The long-awaited British 
summer of 2026 has reared 
its brutal face, leading to hun-
dreds of deaths, severe water 
shortages, and an unprece-
dented drought in a coun-
try known worldwide for its 
greenery.
Official figures state a total 
of 2,377 people have died in 
Britain due to scorching sun..
The last drought in Britain 
was half a century ago. The 
notorious 1976 UK drought 
was part of a broader dry spell 
that lasted for 16 months, be-
ginning in May 1975 and con-
tinuing until August 1976. 
The intense peak of the heat-
wave and dry weather ran for 

By Silas Mwaudasheni Nande

A Conference at a Crossroads

On 9 and 10 September 2026, Lu-
anda will host the Angola Oil & 
Gas Conference, staged under the 
patronage of President João Manuel 

Gonçalves Lourenço. The organisers, 
Energy Capital and Power, describe 
the gathering as Angola’s premier in-
vestment platform, a stage on which 
the country intends to shape its en-
ergy future for the next fifty years. 
More than sixty billion dollars in 
upcoming projects sit on the table. 

Ministers, chief executives, investors 
and technical specialists from more 
than forty countries are expected to 
attend.
The scale of the event is not in dis-
pute. What deserves scrutiny is 
the shape of the room. At the 2025 
edition, 2,931 delegates gathered, 

backed by 604 participating compa-
nies, 80 sponsors and 105 exhibitors, 
and 8 billion dollars in investments 
were announced. Diamond, plat-

several weeks in the summer 
of 1976 before heavy rains 
finally broke the drought in 
September and October 1976. 
This year’s drought is com-
pared with the one in 1976.
The scorching sun through-
out July with no rain has 
caused misery to Britons, 
with temperatures nudging 
over 40 degrees Celsius, leav-
ing people sweltering and 
reaching out for their mineral 
water bottles while outside. 
While the situation may not 
be as bad as the droughts of 
Ethiopia, Sudan, northern 
Kenya, Mozambique and 
elsewhere, the warning signs 
in Britain are enough to scare 
Britons.

Britain Drought
Official figures state a total of 2,377 people have died 
in Britain due to scorching sun
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Every morning, before the city fully 
wakes, Kenya’s economy is already 
moving.
A shopkeeper lifts a metal shutter. A 
farmer loads vegetables onto a mo-
torcycle. A mechanic opens a dusty 
workshop. A tailor switches on a 
sewing machine. A young person 
checks orders on a phone. Some-
where, a mother prepares food to 
sell by the roadside while another 
entrepreneur counts the day’s first 
coins.
None of this will make the evening 
news. No ribbon will be cut. No gov-
ernor will arrive for a photo. Yet to-
gether, these small businesses form 
one of the most powerful engines of 
Kenya’s economy.
We often discuss the economy in the 
language of large investments, mul-
tinational companies, stock mar-
kets, major infrastructure projects 
and billion-shilling announcements. 
Those things matter. But they can 
also cause us to overlook the econ-
omy that most Kenyans actually live 
inside.
It is the economy of the small shop, 
the family farm, the kiosk, the salon, 
the workshop, the food vendor, the 
online seller and the countless infor-
mal enterprises scattered across our 
towns and villages.
This is Kenya’s quiet economy.
And it is carrying far more weight 
than we typically admit.
For many Kenyans, entrepreneur-
ship was not born from a busi-
ness-school textbook. It began with 
necessity. When formal employ-
ment became hard to find, people 
created their own work. When sal-
aries proved insufficient, families 
launched side businesses. When op-
portunities failed to arrive, Kenyans 
began manufacturing them from 
whatever resources they had.
That resilience is one of Kenya’s 
greatest economic strengths.
But resilience should never become 
an excuse for neglect.
There is a dangerous tendency to 
celebrate the Kenyan entrepreneur 
for surviving almost anything, while 
quietly ignoring the conditions that 
make survival so brutally difficult.
A small business owner does not ex-
perience the economy through GDP 
figures. They experience it through 
the price of stock, the cost of trans-

port, electricity bills, rent, taxes, 
loan repayments and whether cus-
tomers can still afford to buy.
When those costs rise while pur-
chasing power falls, the entrepre-
neur feels the pressure immediately.
The shopkeeper does not need an 
economic forecast to know that 
times are hard. Empty shelves and 
slower sales provide enough evi-
dence. The farmer does not need a 
conference on inflation to under-
stand rising costs — the price of fer-
tiliser, fuel and farm inputs tells the 
full story. The young online seller 
does not need a lecture on unem-
ployment. Every unanswered job 
application has already taught them 
the lesson.
This is why Kenya’s economic con-
versation needs to become broader.
We should certainly attract major 
investors. We need factories, tech-
nology companies, financial insti-
tutions, manufacturers and large-
scale enterprises. They create jobs, 
expand markets and contribute to 
government revenue.
But an economy cannot be built only 
from the top.
It must also be strengthened from 
the ground.
A small enterprise that employs two 
people is still creating employment. 
A farmer supplying a local market 
is still participating in commerce. 
A family business that survives for 
decades is still an economic institu-
tion. A young person selling prod-
ucts through social media is still 

building an enterprise.
Size does not determine signifi-
cance.
Sometimes the smallest businesses 
carry the biggest responsibilities. 
They pay school fees. They feed fam-
ilies. They settle rent. They support 
relatives. They employ neighbours. 
They keep local markets function-
ing. They provide goods and services 
in places where large companies will 
never find it profitable to operate.
When one closes, the impact trav-
els far further than its balance sheet 
suggests.
The problem is that too many Ken-
yan businesses remain trapped in 
survival mode.
A business opens. It makes enough 
to restock. The owner takes some-
thing home. Bills arrive. Prices rise. 
Another loan is needed. The busi-
ness survives another month.
Survival becomes the strategy.
That is not the same as growth.
A country should not be satisfied 
when its entrepreneurs are mere-
ly managing to stay open. The real 
test of an economy is whether a 
small business can start small, sur-
vive its first difficult years, employ 
more people, access affordable fi-
nance, keep proper records, expand 
its market and eventually become a 
medium or large enterprise.
That journey remains out of reach 
for too many.
And this is where policy matters.
Government can speak about en-
trepreneurship endlessly, but entre-

preneurs ultimately need an envi-
ronment in which entrepreneurship 
makes economic sense. They need 
predictable regulation, access to af-
fordable credit, reliable electricity 
and transport, functional markets, 
digital infrastructure and taxation 
systems that recognise the difference 
between a struggling micro-enter-
prise and a profitable corporation.
Most importantly, they need consis-
tency.
An entrepreneur cannot build con-
fidently when the rules keep chang-
ing.
There is also responsibility on the 
entrepreneurs themselves. Not every 
challenge can be attributed to gov-
ernment. Businesses need proper 
records, financial discipline, strong 
customer service, innovation and 
the willingness to adapt. The digital 
economy has created opportunities 
that did not exist for previous gen-
erations, and those opportunities 
must be seized.
The Kenyan entrepreneur has al-
ready demonstrated remarkable cre-
ativity.
What is missing is an environment 
that allows that creativity to become 
scale.
Perhaps this is the conversation 
Kenya needs more urgently.
Not simply: how many billion-shil-
ling investments have arrived? But 
also: how many small businesses 
survived this year? How many grew? 
How many hired their first employ-
ee? How many young people turned 

an idea into an income? How many 
family businesses passed from one 
generation to the next?
Those questions reveal something 
about the economy that headline 
figures cannot.
Because Kenya’s economy is not 
found only in boardrooms. It is 
found in market stalls, farms, work-
shops, shops, offices, kitchens and 
on phones. It is found in people who 
wake up every morning and decide 
to try again.
That is why we should be care-
ful about calling these enterprises 
“small” as though their economic 
importance is equally small.
They may be small individually.
Collectively, they are enormous.
And perhaps the greatest test of 
Kenya’s economic future will not be 
whether we can produce a handful 
of spectacular success stories, but 
whether we can build an economy 
where millions of ordinary entre-
preneurs have a genuine chance to 
become extraordinary ones.
Tomorrow morning, the shutters 
will rise again.
The motorcycles will move.
The markets will open.
The machines will hum.
The first customers will arrive.
Kenya’s quiet economy will begin 
another day of work.
The question is whether the country 
will finally listen to the people car-
rying it.

The quiet businesses carrying Kenya’s economy

The silent hands that build Kenya’s strength

By: Levis Wangamati
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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The Problem of Antimicrobial Resistance In Pneumonia 
Treatment And Its Analysis

Uzbek

ABSTRACT
This article analyzes the 
global crisis arising in the 
treatment of pneumonia—
one of the most common 
and dangerous diseases of 
the respiratory system—
specifically the issue of an-
timicrobial resistance. The 
study explores the mech-
anisms of drug resistance 
development in Streptococ-
cus pneumoniae and other 
leading pathogens. Factors 
contributing to unchecked 
drug consumption among 
the population and the for-
mation of hospital strains 
are highlighted. Further-
more, measures to establish 
rapid diagnostics via digital 
healthcare technologies and 
expand prophylactic vac-
cination are substantiated 
to increase the efficacy of 
treating respiratory tract in-
fections.
Keywords: Pneumonia, 
Streptococcus pneumoniae, 
resistance, prophylaxis, hos-
pital strains, antibiotic.

INTRODUCTION
Today, the treatment 
of pneumonia—one of 
the most prevalent and 
life-threatening infectious 
diseases of the respirato-
ry system—remains one of 
the highest priorities for 
the global healthcare sys-
tem. Despite fundamen-
tal advances in modern 
pulmonology and clinical 
pharmacology, pneumo-
nia (inflammation of the 
lungs) continues to occupy 
a leading position world-
wide in terms of morbidity 
and mortality among inter-
nal disease pathologies. Ac-
cording to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the 
Antimicrobial Resistance 
(AMR) crisis is ranked as 
one of the top ten serious 
global public health threats 
of the 21st century. Annu-
ally, more than 17 million 
people are diagnosed with 
pneumonia, with men being 
affected 30% more frequent-
ly than women. At the same 
time, the mortality rate for 

pneumonia is significantly 
higher compared to other 
diseases: standing at 8.04% 
for men and 9.07% for wom-
en.
Pneumonia is categorized 
into the following types 
based on its etiology:Infec-
tious (Bacterial): Pathogens 
include pneumococcus, 
staphylococcus, and strep-
tococcus.Viral: Caused by 
various viruses.Fungal: 
Caused by mold, yeast fun-
gi, and others.Mixed: In this 
case, the lungs can be simul-
taneously infected by two or 
more pathogens. In addi-
tion, helminths and simple 
parasites can also trigger 
pneumonia.Symptoms vary 
depending on the causative 
agent, as well as the patient’s 
age and general condition. 
Symptoms include elevated 
body temperature, chills, 
weakness, fatigue, dyspnea 
(difficulty breathing), chest 
pain, a dry cough or a pro-
ductive cough with sputum 
(sometimes mixed with 
blood), body temperature 
rising above 38°C, and nau-
sea.
Low drug literacy among 
the population represents 
the greatest challenge. At the 
onset of simple acute respira-
tory viral infections (ARVI), 
influenza, or a mild cough, 
many individuals immedi-
ately begin taking potent an-
tibiotics without consulting 
a physician. However, anti-
biotics have no effect on vi-
ruses; on the contrary, they 
eliminate normal body mi-
croflora, creating conditions 
for pathogenic bacteria to 
“acquaint” themselves with 
the drug and develop resis-
tance. If a pneumonia strain 
proves to be drug-resistant, 
a 3–5day delay can be fatal 
for the patient, potentially 
leading to sepsis or pulmo-
nary destruction.  The WHO 
warns that without drastic 
measures, deaths caused 
by antimicrobial resistance 
could surpass cancer deaths 
by 2050. Digitizing laborato-
ry diagnostics and introduc-
ing technologies into hospi-

tals that identify microbial 
species within hours—rath-
er than several days—using 
PCR or new-generation 
rapid tests is essential. This 
enables physicians to initi-
ate targeted therapy from 
the very first day. Prior to 
confirming pneumonia, 
the physician examines the 
patient and auscultates the 
lungs—where moist crack-
les and dullness on percus-
sion may indicate the dis-
ease. Additionally, general 
and biochemical blood tests 
are ordered; elevations in 
ESR and leukocytosis serve 
as markers of the inflamma-
tory process. PCR is a highly 
accurate laboratory meth-
od that detects the specific 
DNA or RNA genetic code 
of a pathogen (bacterial or 
viral) in biological material 
collected from the patient.
In pneumonia diagnostics, 
sputum, broncho alveolar 
lavage, or nasopharyngeal 
swabs are collected. DNA 
Extraction and Amplifica-
tion: In the laboratory, the 
microbial genome is ex-
tracted using specialized 
reagents. The PCR machine 
amplifies (replicates) this 
target genetic sequence mil-
lions of times.
Result Identification: If the 
pathogen (e.g., Streptococ-
cus pneumoniae) is present 

in the biological specimen, 
the machine recognizes its 
DNA copies and emits a sig-
nal.
Advantage: PCR can accu-
rately detect the microbe 
even if present in minute 
quantities or in a non-via-
ble state (for instance, if the 
patient has already initiated 
antibiotic therapy).
 The most commonly used 
rapid tests for pneumonia 
include:
Urinary Antigen Test: Spe-
cific proteins of Streptococ-
cus pneumoniae and Le-
gionella pneumophila—the 
primary causative agents of 
pneumonia—are excreted in 
the patient’s urine. A urine 
sample is collected and ap-
plied to a specialized test 
cassette.
Turnaround Time: Results 
are available via test lines 
within 15–20 minutes.
Advantage: Sampling is 
straightforward, particularly 
for severe patients unable to 
produce sputum or for pedi-
atric patients, enabling diag-
nosis directly in the emer-
gency room. Under current 
conditions where antibiotic 
resistance is growing into 
a global crisis, early initia-
tion of an accurate, targeted 
therapy drastically reduces 
the risk of severe pneumo-
nia complications, such as 

sepsis, lung destruction, and 
infectious-toxic shock. Digi-
tizing diagnostic capabilities 
and equipping healthcare fa-
cilities with new-generation 
tests is not merely a techni-
cal upgrade, but the most 
effective strategy to save 
lives and overcome drug re-
sistance.

CONCLUSION

The rise of drug resistance 
in pneumonia therapy rep-
resents a major issue that 
is not only clinical but also 
globally epidemiological. 
Insufficient drug culture 
among the population and 
the unsupervised use of an-
tibiotics for viral infections 
have been identified as pri-
mary drivers of bacterial 
genetic mutations and the 
destruction of normal body 
microflora. Expanding rapid 
diagnostics in hospitals and 
strictly regulating pharma-
ceutical sales represent the 
highest-priority strategic di-
rections for controlling and 
eliminating drug resistance.

Mahmudova Mahliyo was 
born on May 3, 2009, in Fer-
gana Region, Uzbekistan.

Worth
Noting:

•	 In pneumonia di-
agnostics, sputum, bron-
cho alveolar lavage, or 
nasopharyngeal swabs are 
collected. DNA Extraction 
and Amplification: In the 
laboratory, the microbial 
genome is extracted using 
specialized reagents. The 
PCR machine amplifies 
(replicates) this target 
genetic sequence millions 
of times.
•	 Result Identifica-
tion: If the pathogen (e.g., 
Streptococcus pneumo-
niae) is present in the 
biological specimen, the 
machine recognizes its 
DNA copies and emits a 
signal.
•	 Advantage: PCR 
can accurately detect the 
microbe even if present 
in minute quantities or 
in a non-viable state (for 
instance, if the patient has 
already initiated antibiot-
ic therapy).

By: Mahmudova Mahliyo
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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African Families Use Permagardens to Grow Food 
and Build Resilience

Every morning, Mukeshimana Cla-
risse walks just a few steps from her 
kitchen to pick fresh vegetables for 
her family’s meals.
Not long ago, that simple task looked 
very different. She had to travel to 
buy vegetables, spending both time 
and money to put nutritious food 
on the table. Today, she simply walks 
into her backyard.
“The Permagarden has helped me 
have easy access to fresh vegetables 
close to my home instead of walk-
ing a long distance to get them,” 
said Clarisse, who lives in Murehe, 
Rwamagana District, Rwanda.
Her experience reflects what some 
families in parts of Africa are dis-
covering: a small piece of land can 
become a source of fresh food for 
the household.
Through training provided by The 
Permagardens Foundation, house-
holds are learning how to establish 
permanent Permagardens that can 
produce vegetables using natural 
farming practices. These practices 
include using compost or animal 
manure to improve soil health, nat-
ural pest management, and crop ro-
tation.
For many families, the garden is not 
simply changing what they eat. It 
is changing how they use the land 
around their homes.
Permagardens are designed as per-
manent garden systems that can 
remain productive over multiple 
growing seasons with regular care.
Clarisse has seen the difference first-
hand.

“Other gardens I used to build 
would only last for a year or a few 
months, and then I had to make a 
new one. The Permagarden is a very 
permanent garden,” she said.
Maintaining it has become part of 
her daily routine.
“I simply maintain it by cleaning it, 
tending the vegetables, and replant-
ing them by rotating crops from one 
bed to another.”
The permanent design can give fam-
ilies greater confidence that their 
gardens can continue producing 
food across multiple seasons when 
properly maintained.
That confidence is reflected in a 
post-gardening survey conducted 
by The Permagardens Foundation 
among 160 households across four 
communities in Kenya and Rwan-
da, with 40 households surveyed in 
each community.
In Rwanda’s Southern Province, 90 
percent of families said they were 
very confident they could maintain 
their Permagardens over the long 
term. Homabay County in Kenya 
followed with 80 percent, while Ga-
kenke District in Rwanda and Kwale 
County in Kenya each recorded 75 
percent.
Across all four communities, only 2 
to 7 percent of households reported 
a lack of confidence in maintaining 
their gardens.

Growing Food Despite a Changing 
Climate

In many African communities, 
changing rainfall patterns and peri-
ods of dry weather are making food 
production more challenging. For 
households that depend on what 
they can grow, finding ways to pro-

duce food through difficult seasons 
can make a difference.
Families trained through The Per-
magardens Foundation are finding 
ways to grow vegetables under dif-
ferent local conditions.
In Zinzi Village in Kenya’s Kwale 
County, Fatuma Damawi, a mother 
of nine, including three children un-
der the age of five, grows tomatoes, 
bell peppers, and collard greens in 
her Permagarden.
The vegetables provide her fami-
ly with fresh food grown using the 
methods she learned through Per-
magarden training.
The experience is echoed hundreds 
of miles away in Mali.
When trainer Om Bai Singh intro-
duced the first Permagarden in his 
village in June 2025, many people 
doubted vegetables could grow in 
the area’s rocky soil.
“When we set up the Permagarden, 
people wondered what it was and 
how it would work because our vil-
lage has rocky terrain,” he said.
“But we put in the hard work, and 
the vegetables did grow.”

Singh said his family harvested 
vegetables for about ten months of 
the year, except during the hottest 
months of May and June. He said 
this reduced the amount they spent 
buying food from the market.
His experience has since encour-
aged him to help other families es-
tablish their own gardens.
The Foundation’s survey also points 
to the ability of participating house-
holds to grow food during dry pe-
riods.
In Homabay, 98 percent of surveyed 
households said they were able to 
grow food during the dry season. 
Southern Province recorded 95 per-
cent, while Kwale Coastal and Gak-
enke each recorded 86 percent.
The findings suggest that partici-
pating households were able to con-
tinue growing food during the dry 
season.

Fresh Vegetables Within Reach

One of the clearest benefits of a Per-
magarden can be seen at mealtime.
Families reported having regular ac-

cess to fresh vegetables grown only a 
few steps from their homes.
In Rwanda’s Southern Province, 83 
percent of households described 
fresh, nutritious vegetables as high-
ly available. Kwale Coastal followed 
with 76 percent, while Homabay re-
corded 75 percent.
In Gakenke District, 50 percent of 
households reported that vegetables 
were highly available, while another 
49 percent said they were available. 
Only 1 percent reported that vegeta-
bles were unavailable.
The results indicate that many par-
ticipating households reported im-
proved access to fresh vegetables 
grown close to home.
According to the Foundation’s sur-
vey, between 93 and 95 percent of 
participating households also re-
ported that they were no longer 
worried about having enough food, 
while 5 to 7 percent said they still 
had concerns.

Fresh vegetables, grown at home in Rwanda. Photo credit: The Permagardens 
Foundation

A Permagarden is designed to retain water and nutrients in the soil

Mukeshimana Clarisse, a Permagarden farmer in Rwanda

By: Afia Agyapomaa Ofosu
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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African Families Use Permagardens to Grow Food 
and Build Resilience

The benefits reported by the Foun-
dation extend beyond what families 
eat.
Peter Otiende, Director of Global 
Initiatives and Lead Researcher at 
The Permagardens Foundation, said 
the organization has observed wider 
social and economic changes among 
participating communities.
He said women have started sav-
ing money through table banking 
groups, while some families have 
been able to buy shoes for their chil-
dren. Others have purchased live-
stock, creating additional sources of 
income.
According to Otiende, these chang-
es are also contributing to greater 
economic independence for some 
women by giving them more control 
over food production and house-
hold spending.

“Our analysis confirms our initial 
statement that Permagardens are 
able to produce between 40 and 50 
percent of the food used at home for 
an average family,” Otiende said.
Across Kenya, Rwanda, Mali, and 
other communities where the model 
is being introduced, Permagardens 
are being used to grow vegetables 
close to home.
For participating families, the gar-
dens can help reduce food expenses, 
improve access to fresh vegetables, 
and strengthen household resil-
ience.
For Clarisse, the transformation be-
gins with a short walk into her back-
yard.
For other families, it begins with the 
same simple act of planting a seed 
that can grow into something much 
larger than a garden.
It grows into food, confidence, and 
hope.
The writer is a science journalist.
Email: prissyof@yahoo.com 

Families prepare new Permagarden beds, turning small plots into sources of food

Contd from Page 6
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Ng’ethu Secondary School was my Nineveh 
Mission 

Motivation

As I bid farewell to Ng’ethu 
Secondary School and pre-
pare to report to a new sta-
tion, I do so with a heart 
overflowing with gratitude, 
reflection and profound 
appreciation for a journey 
that has shaped me in ways I 
never anticipated. Leaving is 
never easy, especially when a 
place has become more than 
just a workstation. Ng’ethu 
has been a classroom, a 
training ground, a spiritual 
workshop, and above all, a 
place of transformation.
When I first arrived at 
Ng’ethu Secondary School, 
I came with enthusiasm, 
professional ambition, and 
a firm belief in the power of 
hard work. Like many teach-
ers, I believed that success 
would largely depend on the 
effort I invested, the strate-
gies I employed, the lessons 
I prepared, and the commit-
ment I demonstrated. While 
all these things remain im-
portant, my experience here 
taught me a much deeper 
truth: there are seasons in 
life when God teaches les-
sons that go far beyond pro-
fessional competence and 
human effort.

Looking back today, I can 
confidently say that Ng’ethu 
was my Nineveh mission.

The story of Jonah and 
Nineveh in the Bible re-
minds us that God some-
times sends us to places we 
would not naturally choose. 
He assigns us to environ-
ments that challenge our 
assumptions, stretch our 
limits, and force us to grow. 
These assignments are rare-
ly comfortable. They often 
come with uncertainty, re-
sistance and hardship. Yet 
they become the very plac-
es where God accomplishes 
some of His greatest work 
in us.
My years at Ng’ethu were 
marked by moments of joy 
and fulfillment, but they 
were also characterized by 
challenges that tested my pa-
tience, resilience and faith. 
There were days when prog-
ress seemed painfully slow. 
There were moments when 
outcomes did not match the 
effort invested. There were 
occasions when discour-
agement whispered that the 
task was too difficult and the 
obstacles too great.

Yet it is precisely within 
those difficult moments 
that the greatest growth oc-
curred.

This mission taught me that 

when God intends to entrust 
someone with greater re-
sponsibilities, He often pre-
pares them under difficult 
conditions. The prepara-
tion process is rarely glam-
orous. It is usually hidden 
within ordinary struggles, 
demanding circumstances, 
and seemingly impossible 
situations. What appears to 
be hardship is often divine 
training. What feels like 
delay is often preparation. 
What seems like an obstacle 
is frequently a lesson in dis-
guise.
At Ng’ethu, I learned pa-
tience when immediate re-
sults were not forthcoming. 
I learned perseverance when 
challenges persisted longer 
than expected. I learned 
humility when situations 
reminded me that not ev-
erything can be controlled 
through human effort alone. 
I learned empathy by walk-
ing alongside learners fac-
ing different struggles and 
realities. Most importantly, 
I learned to depend more 
deeply on God.
The greatest realization I 
carry with me is that this 
journey was never solely 
about teaching students. 
It was equally about God 
teaching me.
Every learner who walked 
into my classroom became 
part of that lesson. Every 
interaction with colleagues 
contributed to my growth. 
Every challenge within the 
school environment helped 
shape my perspective. Every 
setback became an opportu-
nity to develop strength and 
wisdom. Every success be-
came a reminder that God 
remains faithful even in the 

most difficult circumstanc-
es.
Sometimes we focus so 
much on what we are do-
ing for others that we fail 
to recognize what God is 
doing within us. Looking 
back now, I understand that 
many of the experiences I 
encountered were not mere-
ly professional events; they 
were divine lessons carefully 
designed to prepare me for 
future assignments.

Scripture consistently re-
veals this pattern.

Before Joseph ascended to 
the palace and became a 
leader in Egypt, he endured 
betrayal, slavery, false accu-
sations, and imprisonment. 
Before Moses led the chil-
dren of Israel out of bond-
age, he spent years in the 
wilderness learning depen-
dence, patience and obe-
dience. Before David wore 
the crown of Israel, he faced 
lions, bears, rejection and 
giants. Before the disciples 
transformed the world, they 
first endured uncertainty, 
sacrifice and testing.

Great assignments are often 
preceded by difficult prepa-
ration.

The world frequently cele-
brates visible success while 
overlooking the painful 
process that makes such 
success possible. Yet God’s 
method has never changed. 
He prepares individuals be-
fore He promotes them. He 
strengthens character before 
expanding responsibility. He 
develops resilience before 
opening greater doors. 

That is why I choose to 
view Ng’ethu not merely as 
a station where I worked, 
but as a season of prepara-
tion ordained by God. The 
lessons I learned here will 
remain valuable long after 
I leave. The experiences I 
encountered will continue 
to influence my leadership, 
my teaching and my under-
standing of service.
As Dean of Students and as 
a teacher, I was privileged 
to interact with young peo-
ple at a critical stage of their 
lives. Their dreams, strug-
gles, talents and aspirations 
constantly reminded me 
why education remains one 
of the noblest professions. 
Teaching is never simply 
about covering a syllabus. It 
is about shaping lives, nur-
turing potential and helping 
young people discover who 
they can become.
To the learners of Ng’ethu 
Secondary School, thank 
you for allowing me to be 
part of your journey. Ev-
ery question asked, every 
challenge overcome, ev-
ery achievement celebrat-
ed and every lesson shared 
enriched my experience as 
an educator. I hope that in 
some small way, I contribut-
ed positively to your growth 
just as you contributed sig-
nificantly to mine.
To my colleagues, thank 
you for your support, co-
operation, friendship and 
professionalism. The shared 
experiences, conversations, 
challenges and victories 
have left an indelible mark 
on my life. Working along-
side dedicated professionals 
made even the most difficult 
moments manageable.

To the parents and members 
of the Ng’ethu communi-
ty, thank you for your trust 
partnership and collabora-
tion. Education succeeds 
best when schools and com-
munities work together, and 
I remain grateful for the 
support extended through-
out my stay.
As I leave this institution, 
I do so with no bitterness, 
no regrets, and no resent-
ment. Instead, I leave with 
gratitude. Gratitude for the 
lessons. Gratitude for the 
challenges. Gratitude for the 
growth. Gratitude for the 
opportunity to serve.
I now understand that God’s 
purposes are often greater 
than our immediate com-
fort. Sometimes He sends 
us to our Nineveh not be-
cause it is easy, but because 
it is necessary. The place that 
stretches us often strength-
ens us. The place that chal-
lenges us often transforms 
us. The place that humbles 
us often prepares us for 
greater assignments ahead.
Thank you, Ng’ethu Second-
ary School, for being part of 
my story. Thank you for the 
memories, the lessons, the 
friendships and the growth. 
As one chapter closes and 
another begins, I move for-
ward with confidence, trust-
ing that the God who guided 
me through this season has 
already prepared the path 
ahead.

The lessons learned here will 
remain with me wherever I 
go. To God be all the glory.

Ashford Kimani, 
Outgoing English Teacher. 

Worth
Noting:

•	 The story of Jo-
nah and Nineveh in the 
Bible reminds us that 
God sometimes sends 
us to places we would 
not naturally choose. He 
assigns us to environ-
ments that challenge our 
assumptions, stretch our 
limits, and force us to 
grow. These assignments 
are rarely comfortable. 
They often come with un-
certainty, resistance and 
hardship. Yet they become 
the very places where God 
accomplishes some of His 
greatest work in us.
•	 My years at 
Ng’ethu were marked 
by moments of joy and 
fulfillment, but they were 
also characterized by 
challenges that tested my 
patience, resilience and 
faith. There were days 
when progress seemed 
painfully slow. There were 
moments when outcomes 
did not match the effort 
invested. There were oc-
casions when discourage-
ment whispered that the 
task was too difficult and 
the obstacles too great.

By: Ashford Kimani 
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Supermarkets and shops stocking 
mineral water are doing a roaring 
trade   
The authorities have been forced 
to impose a ban on the use of wa-
ter. People have been warned not to 
water their gardens, wash their cars 
and have shorter showers to pre-
serve water.
More areas in England declared in 
drought after record dry July. Wales, 
known for its lush green hills and 
valleys, has also not been spared in 
this drought. 
The National Drought Group met 
on Monday as 71.3% of England is 
now in drought, with warning signs 
that if the rains fail to come, it could 
spread throughout the country.
A joint statement from the Environ-
ment Agency, Department for En-
vironment, Food and Rural Affairs, 
Met Office and Emma Hardy MP 
warned that the worst is not yet over.
Almost three-quarters of England is 
now in drought as conditions wors-
en following a dry start to August. 
The National Drought Group has 
warned all regions of the country are 
experiencing pressure on their water 
resources - with increasing impacts 
across agriculture, public supplies, 
navigation, and the environment.  
The East Midlands, Lincolnshire 
& Northamptonshire, Kent & East 
Sussex, and Solent & the South 
Downs became the latest to move 
into drought status today.   
Along with the areas announced last 
week, most of the country (71.3%) 
is now experiencing a flash drought 
– which develops very quickly, 
brought about by a combination of 
very low rainfall and higher tem-
peratures. This takes the total to 45 
million people in a drought area. 
Over 27 million people are now liv-
ing under restrictions on water use. 
The North East and Yorkshire have 
moved to prolonged dry weather 
– the stage before drought – with 
nowhere now deemed in normal 
status.   
The changes follow the driest July in 
190 years and just 5% of expected 
rainfall this month to date. There are 
warnings of more dry weather and 
another heatwave on the way, with 
temperatures tipped to reach the 

mid-30s in some places.  
Tony Grayling, Strategic Drought 
Lead at the Environment Agency 
and Chair of the National Drought 
Group, said: “Drought conditions 
are worsening and will continue to 
do so until we see significant and 
sustained rainfall.  
“We know the hot and dry weather 
is taking a real toll on farming and 
there will be long-lasting impacts on 
our environment. 
“We want everyone to stay safe and 
hydrated over the summer, but we 
need everyone’s help in using a little 
less water to make sure our current 
water reserves last. Every drop we 
can save is a drop more for your lo-
cal farmers, local wildlife and local 
rivers. 
Water Minister Emma Hardy has 
told water companies to do more to 
cut leaks, which increase in the hot 
weather as pipes move in dry soils.  
“Small steps to reduce water con-
sumption – such as turning off taps 
when brushing teeth or fixing a leak-
ing toilet – can also really add up to 
conserve dwindling supplies until 
the next period of sustained rainfall. 

Ongoing work by National Drought 
Group members includes height-
ened incident response, additional 
monitoring, increased leakage re-
duction and more cross-sector and 
public communication. 
The Government has also stepped 
up its drought response and is ac-
tively considering ways to give more 
support to the farming sector.   
Water Minister Emma Hardy, who 
attended the National Drought 
Group today, said: “We know how 
challenging this summer has been, 
especially for our hard-working 
farmers who are at the sharp end 
of climate change and an increasing 
number of floods and droughts.  
“We are stepping up our support, in-
cluding working to make it easier for 
farmers to build more on-site irriga-
tion reservoirs. We are also deliver-
ing long-term change in the water 
industry to reduce leaks and deliver 
nine new reservoirs and water trans-
fer schemes to secure supplies.
“As we move through this period of 
drought, I expect water companies 
to take every available step to mini-
mise leakage and support customers 

in using water wisely.
She also thanked people for follow-
ing the restrictions, where in place, 
as they are an important tool to safe-
guard essential water supplies and 
protect the environment.
Rivers, reservoirs, and groundwa-
ters continue to decline, and water 
temperatures are also rising, leading 
to more fish rescues, while the con-
tinued hot and dry conditions are 
increasing the risk of wildfires.  
The British climate is changing, and 
the current drought now means 
there have been three in the past five 

years – 2022, 2025 and now 2026.       
England is not alone in facing 
drought. Mainland Europe is also 
struggling with heatwaves and dry 
weather, while extremely low water 
levels on the Rhine and the Danube 
are disrupting energy generation, 
freight, and river transport. 
Rainfall totals for July ranged from 
1% of the expected average for 
south-east England to 26% in north-
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BBC Weather shows this worrying image of parched land in Britain, making it 
the driest on record for 190 years. Photo Courtesy BBC Weather

Sunrise in the central UK  on Sunday morning. The parched fields are ample 
testimony of the drought that is withering the crops. Photo Courtesy

Drought conditions on the Marlborough Downs impact farmers. Photo Courtesy

The drought conditions are making it difficult for wildlife too.  A cock pheasant 
quenching its thirst last week in north England

The setting sun after another scorching July day in Britain
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west England. Some parts of Hamp-
shire, Isle of Wight and West Sussex 
have not had a rain day for 59 days.
Natural England noted 245 wild-
fires have been reported on Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) this 
year. 
Important wetland and sensitive 
peatland habitats are drying out.  
River flows continue to decline, with 
only 14% classed as at normal levels. 
22% are exceptionally low, including 
the Avon, Wye, Ely Ouse and Exe.  
Reservoir levels have fallen to 69% 
- 11.6% lower than expected for this 
time of year. England reservoir stor-
age fell 16% during July, the greatest 
reduction in raw storage in July for 
at least 30 years. 
Farmers have reported their earliest 
harvests in 20 years, with reduced 
yields.  
Livestock farmers are beginning 
to feed winter forage stocks earli-
er than normal due to poor grass 
growth. The lack of adequate feed is 
expected to result in decreased milk 
volumes.  
Irrigation restrictions on farmers 
are now increasing, with 1,534 now 
in place in East Anglia. Some 302 
abstractors in East Anglia are in 
the process of having to reduce the 
amount they can take from rivers by 
50% to protect the environment due 
to exceptionally low flows. 14 ab-
stractors in the Wensum catchment, 
Norfolk, have had to stop due to low 
water flows and the potential impact 
on the environment.
Wildlife is affected, particularly 
breeding birds, amphibians, and 
species such as white-clawed cray-
fish, which have not fully recovered 
from previous droughts.  
River temperatures are rising, in-
cluding reaching 28C on the Riv-
er Misbourne, a chalk stream in 
Buckinghamshire, and 27C on the 
Hampshire Avon and 27C on the 
River Trent – around 2C higher than 
expected.  
The Environment Agency has re-
corded 134 incidents linked to 
drought and dry weather this year 
– now approaching the same levels 
seen during previous droughts in 
2022 and 2025.  
There are 26 navigation closures and 
19 restrictions in place across the 
Canal & River Trust’s network be-
cause of water shortages caused by 
the heatwaves. Further closures are 
likely if there is insufficient rain over 
the next few weeks. 
Eight water companies have intro-
duced Temporary Use Bans (TUBs), 
in some or all of their areas, impact-
ing over 27 million customers. They 

are: Affinity Water, Anglian Water, 
Cambridge Water, Essex & Suffolk 
Water, Southern Water, South East 
Water, Thames Water and South 
West Water.   
Southern Water has applied for 
two Drought Orders. The first is to 
maintain normal abstraction rates 
from the River Test even during low 
flows and the second is for a non-es-
sential use ban. These are both un-
der consideration by Defra.   
The National Drought Group rec-
ommends water companies submit 
drought permits early to allow them 
to refill reservoirs as early as possi-
ble. 
NFU Deputy President Paul Tomp-
kins said: “With no meaningful rain 
forecast in the coming weeks, the 
situation facing farmers and growers 
is increasingly concerning.
“Many farmers have completed the 
earliest harvest on record, with poor 
yields in key crops reported in some 
areas of the country. 
“Livestock and dairy farmers are 
already using winter feed because 
grass has stopped growing, while 
growers are working hard to keep 
fruit and vegetables watered, but 
many are struggling to access the 
water they need.
“To help farmers and growers now, 
we need to see a risk register for 
vulnerable businesses and a more 
responsive abstraction licensing sys-
tem. Longer term, a consistent and 
positive planning approach to res-
ervoirs, further rounds of the Water 
Management Grant and targeted in-

vestment in climate adaptation will 
be vital to build farming’s resilience 
to extreme weather.
“Water plays a crucial role in food 
security and the resilience of our 
nation. By treating water for food as 
a strategic priority, government can 
work with farmers to protect crops, 
livestock businesses, and the UK’s 
long-term food security.”
Mark Owen, Head of Fisheries at the 
Angling Trust, said: “Warmer water 
holds less dissolved oxygen, putting 
fish under severe stress that can 
quickly become life-threatening.  
“Anglers often spot problems first 
and play an important role in raising 
the alarm when fish are in distress. 
This summer, we have seen an in-
creasing number of incidents linked 
to prolonged hot, dry weather and 
exceptionally low river flows.  
“More frequent droughts and rising 
water temperatures are placing even 
greater pressure on rivers, mak-
ing it increasingly difficult for fish 
and other wildlife to survive unless 
we build greater resilience into our 
freshwater environment.  
“If you see fish gasping at the sur-
face, stranded in isolated pools or 
large numbers showing signs of dis-
tress, report it immediately to the 
Environment Agency’s 24-hour in-
cident hotline.”
Early reports from anglers and other 
river users can make all the differ-
ence, giving fisheries teams the best 
chance of saving fish before it’s too 
late. 
This year, there have been 34 days 

with temperatures that have reached 
30C or above somewhere in En-
gland, including 13 consecutive 
days in July. Dry weather depletes 
our water, while the hot conditions 
mean we use more of it. 
While temperatures cooled last 
week, and there were occasional 
showers, a high-pressure system 
means there is an increased risk of 
more hot and dry weather in Au-
gust. Another heatwave has been 
predicted for this week, while the 
UKHSA currently has more heat 
alerts in place.  
Head of Environment and Ener-

gy at the Met Office, Sarah Davies, 
said: “July 2026 was one of the most 
remarkable months in the UK’s cli-
mate record. England and Wales 
both recorded their driest and sun-
niest July on record, together with 
periods of exceptionally high tem-
peratures. 
“These conditions have significantly 
increased pressure on water resourc-
es in some parts of the country and 
contributed to the ongoing drought 

Harvesting through drought conditions. Lots of heat and dust in the absence of 
rain in Britain. Photo Courtesy

A British farmer gives tender loving care to his hand to save his crops in the 
heatwave

In the good old days, British MPs get stuck in on a farm visit and hear about 
the pressures facing UK growers, but the drought has left them helpless. Photo 
Courtesy Chris Monkhouse

Farmers are forced to harvest Oilseed Rape crop at midnight to avoid blistering 
heat in the day.  The seeds are too dry to combine in the heat of the day in Britain. 
Photo Courtesy

Dry crops and parched land need urgent intervention as England faces water 
shortages of billions of litres a day. The 2026 drought is an eye-opener for farmers 
and the Government. Photo Courtesy.
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Democrats bet on diversity: The radical reshaping 
of America’s 2028 primary map

The party that lost the White House is rewriting the rules — but not everyone is convinced it will work

America

The Democratic Party in 
the United States has taken 
a decisive step toward re-
inventing itself, approving 
a sweeping overhaul of its 
presidential primary calen-
dar that strips Iowa and New 
Hampshire of their historic 
stranglehold on the nom-
ination process and hands 
the opening act to states that 
more closely reflect the face 
of modern America.
At a meeting in Austin, Tex-
as, on Saturday, members 
of the Democratic National 
Committee voted to for-
malise a new primary sched-
ule for 2028 — one that 
places South Carolina first, 
Nevada second and New 
Hampshire third, followed 
by New Mexico, Michigan 
and Virginia across the re-
mainder of February. The 
calendar, which crystallises 
changes that began taking 
shape during the 2024 elec-
tion cycle, is being billed by 
party leaders as a long-over-
due correction to a system 
that for decades allowed 
two overwhelmingly white, 
largely rural states to wield 
disproportionate influence 
over who becomes the Dem-
ocrats’ standard-bearer for 
the most powerful office on 
earth.
For a party still grappling 
with its identity following 
successive electoral set-
backs, the calendar shake-
up represents more than a 
scheduling adjustment. It is 
a statement of political in-
tent.
“These states reflect the di-
versity of America and will 
help ensure our nominee is 
best positioned to take back 
the White House in 2028,” 
DNC Chairman Ken Mar-
tin declared on social media 
following the vote.
The numbers behind the 
decision are not difficult to 
read. South Carolina, which 
will host the party’s first 
nominating contest on Jan-
uary 22, 2028, has a Black 
population of roughly a 
quarter of its total residents, 
according to United States 
Census Bureau estimates. 
Nevada, voting on February 
1, has a Latino or Hispanic 
population of 31 percent. 
New Mexico, scheduled for 
February 15, goes even fur-
ther — nearly half its popu-
lation, 49 percent, identifies 
as Latino or Hispanic. Mich-
igan, one of the most conse-
quential swing states in the 

electoral map, follows on 
February 22, with Virginia 
closing out the early window 
on February 29.
Taken together, the six states 
form a primary corridor 
deliberately constructed 
to ensure that the voters 
who show up first are those 
whose concerns — health-
care access, immigration, 
economic mobility, racial 
equity — have often been 
sidelined in the traditional 
early-state contests.
Former Vermont Governor 
Howard Dean, who served 
as DNC chairman from 2005 
to 2009 and has long advo-
cated for calendar reform, 
was unequivocal in welcom-
ing the change. “These states 
look more like the country,” 
Dean told The Associated 
Press, drawing a pointed 
contrast with the states be-
ing displaced. Iowa and New 
Hampshire, he added blunt-
ly, simply do not.
It is a view that carries con-
siderable weight, even if it 
has not gone down well ev-
erywhere.
Iowa’s Democratic caucus 
had anchored the primary 
season for decades, provid-
ing an intimate, retail-pol-
itics testing ground where 
lesser-known candidates 
could build name recogni-
tion and upset better-fund-
ed rivals. The state’s Dem-
ocrats have warned that 
relegating Iowa sends a 
troubling signal to rural vot-
ers who already feel invisible 
in the national conversation 
— voters, they note, who 

increasingly find a home in 
the Republican Party. The 
concern is not merely senti-
mental. A Democratic Party 
that is seen to write off rural 
America risks accelerating a 
political realignment that is 
already well underway.
New Hampshire, for its 
part, has not gone quietly. 
In 2024, local officials de-
fied the national party out-
right by holding a state-run 
primary ahead of the newly 
installed South Carolina 
contest, citing a state law 
that mandates New Hamp-
shire’s primary be the first 
in the nation. The standoff 
exposed a fault line between 
national party authority and 
state-level political culture 
that the 2028 calendar has 
not fully resolved. Whether 
New Hampshire will comply 
this time — or once again go 
its own way — remains an 
open question.
Beneath the demographic 
logic of the new calendar lies 
a more complex and politi-
cally charged debate about 
the soul of the Democratic 
Party itself.
The decision to elevate 
Michigan, in particular, has 
drawn attention from those 
watching the battle between 
the party’s progressive and 
moderate wings. Earlier this 
month, Michigan Demo-
crats narrowly selected pro-
gressive Abdul El-Sayed as 
their Senate nominee — a 
result that signalled the 
state’s activist base leans left. 
With Michigan now hold-
ing an earlier vote in the 

presidential primary pro-
cess, some analysts believe 
it could amplify progressive 
voices in the race for the 
2028 nomination.
Yet the picture is complicat-
ed by the other states on the 
calendar. South Carolina has 
historically been friendly 
territory for moderate Dem-
ocrats. In 2020, the state’s 
primary proved decisive for 
then-candidate Joe Biden, 
who routed his progres-
sive rivals, Senators Bernie 
Sanders and Elizabeth War-
ren, in a contest that effec-
tively rescued his campaign 
and propelled him to the 
nomination. Boyd Brown, a 
former DNC member from 
South Carolina, captured 
the tension with character-
istic directness. “I think our 
primary voters up north 
are probably a little differ-
ent than primary voters in 
South Carolina,” he told the 
Associated Press — an un-
derstatement that does con-
siderable diplomatic work.
The interaction between 
these competing state elec-
torates will be one of the 
defining dramas of the 2028 
race. A candidate who wins 
South Carolina may not 
appeal to Michigan’s pro-
gressives. A candidate who 
energises Nevada’s Latino 
voters may struggle in Vir-
ginia’s suburban corridors. 
The new calendar does not 
simplify the road to the 
nomination; it makes it 
more intricate, more diverse 
and, arguably, more genu-
inely representative of the 

coalition Democrats need to 
assemble in order to win.
That, ultimately, is the gam-
ble the party is making.
Having lost the White 
House, Democrats are bet-
ting that a more diverse 
nominating process will 
produce a more electable 
nominee — one tested by 
a broader range of voters, 
shaped by a wider set of con-
cerns and better equipped to 
lead a party that urgently 
needs to rediscover its con-
nection to the country it as-
pires to govern.
Whether the new map de-
livers that candidate, or 
simply reshuffles the inter-
nal tensions without resolv-
ing them, will only become 
clear when the first voters in 
South Carolina line up on 
January 22, 2028.
For a party in search of itself, 
the clock has already started.

Worth
Noting:

•	 “These states 
reflect the diversity of 
America and will help 
ensure our nominee is 
best positioned to take 
back the White House in 
2028,” DNC Chairman 
Ken Martin declared on 
social media following the 
vote.
•	 The numbers be-
hind the decision are not 
difficult to read. South 
Carolina, which will host 
the party’s first nominat-
ing contest on January 22, 
2028, has a Black popu-
lation of roughly a quar-
ter of its total residents, 
according to United States 
Census Bureau estimates. 
Nevada, voting on Feb-
ruary 1, has a Latino or 
Hispanic population of 
31 percent. New Mexico, 
scheduled for February 
15, goes even further — 
nearly half its population, 
49 percent, identifies 
as Latino or Hispanic. 
Michigan, one of the most 
consequential swing states 
in the electoral map, fol-
lows on February 22, with 
Virginia closing out the 
early window on February 
29.

Party Chair Ken Martin participates in the Democratic National Committee’s meeting on August 13 in Austin, Texas. Photo | Cour-
tesy

By: Diaspora Times Team
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HUNDREDS DIE IN BRUTAL 2026 SUMMER:
SCORCHING SUN STRIKES BRITAIN, 
CAUSING WATER SHORTAGES AND 
DROUGHT

concerns. 
“Looking ahead, forecasts for the 
remainder of August and into Sep-
tember suggest a good deal of dry 
weather is expected, mixed with 
some unsettled spells. While some 
areas may see useful rainfall at times, 
there is currently no strong signal 
for a sustained period of widespread 
rainfall, with below-average rainfall 
more likely than above-average for 
the period as a whole.”
The Met Office will continue to 
work closely with partners through 
the National Drought Group, pro-
viding forecasts and climate intelli-
gence to support planning and de-
cision-making as conditions evolve. 
Water companies have reported that 
Temporary Use Bans have reduced 
public demand by up to 9% in plac-
es. Hosepipes are restricted but wa-
tering cans and buckets can still be 
used.  
If people with disabilities or health 
issues are living in an area covered 
by a Temporary Use Ban (TUB), 
they can contact their local water 
company about their situation.  Re-
strictions on their use form an es-
sential part of drought planning and 
recent research found most people 
support a ban if there is a compel-
ling reason.     
Work by National Drought Group 
members includes: 
National Drought Group members 
are proud supporters of the Let’s 
Save Water campaign.  
The Environment Agency supports 
more on-farm irrigation reservoirs, 
and the Government is working to 
make these easier to build.  
Defra is progressing work on man-
datory water efficiency labelling and 
will respond soon to a consultation 
on improving water efficiency in 
new homes.   
Defra and the Environment Agency 
continue to work with water com-
panies on their Water Resource 
Management Plans, including new 
reservoirs, desalination plants, and 
multiple water transfers to help se-
cure future supplies.  
Changes in the Planning and In-
frastructure Act enable non-water 
sector companies to build reservoirs 
that are automatically considered as 
nationally significant infrastructure 
projects, which will speed up the ap-
provals for large reservoirs. 
So far, the Environment Agency has 
carried out dozens of fish rescues, 
including 38 in the West Midlands 
(River Teme and River Redlake) 
alone. The main fish to be rescued 
are Atlantic salmon and brown 
trout. 

The Environment Agency is cur-
rently releasing water from strate-
gic reservoirs at the top of the River 
Severn and from groundwaters in 
Shropshire to aid abstractors, main-
tain flows for navigation and sup-
port the environment.   
The Environment Agency’s Trent 
Witham Ancholme River Transfer 
Scheme is operational in Lincoln-
shire. This can pump 60 Olym-
pic-sized pools of water daily if re-
quired. 
The Environment Agency is work-
ing with local fisheries, councils and 
the Canal & River Trust, including 
advice on reducing the impact of 
low oxygen levels in water and con-
trolling algae.  
Water companies have stepped up 
action on finding and fixing leaks.  
Water companies are communicat-
ing with customers, offering advice 
and tips to use a little less water 
while explaining any restrictions in 
place.   
The Environment Agency is carry-
ing out more compliance checks on 
businesses to ensure everyone is us-
ing water fairly.  
The Environment Agency is working 
closely with the National Farmers 
Union, particularly in East Anglia 
– the country’s breadbasket, making 
sure all abstractors understand the 
latest water resources position.     
The Consumer Council for Water 
(CCW) has conducted research 
about increased water use during 
heatwaves and the potential for 
smarter future use.  
Nicci Russell, CEO at Waterwise, 
said: “The experts are telling us that 
these extraordinary climate emer-
gency impacts we’re seeing in real 
time, right in front of our eyes, are 
not random one-off events.  
“It’s entirely reasonable that at this 
time, we only use water for essential 
purposes. None of us can live with-
out water - and society, the economy 
and the environment can’t function 
without it.  
“We all have a role to play in mak-
ing sure there’s enough water to go 

round - and there are lots of simple 
things we can all do at home and at 
work to help close the gap between 
the water we need, and the water we 
have.  
“Turn that hosepipe off! Step away 
from the sprinkler! Let your lawn 
go golden, and your car go dirty. 
Knock a minute off your shower 
time - imagine if everyone in En-
gland and Wales did that, saving 15 
litres of water every time, and you 
can see how small actions by each of 
us make a real difference.  
“We all need to save water - of 
course there is work to do for the 
water companies and governments, 
and big business, but we all need to 
step up.”
By 2055, England will need to find 
an additional 5 billion litres of water 
a day to meet demand for public wa-
ter supply. This is more than a third 
of the 14 billion litres of water cur-
rently put into public water supply.      
Water companies are investing in 
ten new reservoirs by 2050, and one 
of these (Havant Thicket) is current-
ly under construction. Combined, 
these will provide around an addi-
tional 700 million litres of water per 
day.   
In the face of the enormous chal-
lenges to water resources, it will 
need action from everyone. It needs 
more and faster infrastructure de-
livery, action on water efficiency, 
tackling leakage and reducing pub-
lic demand.   
English water companies are also ex-
ploring desalination – stripping salt 
from the seawater before treatment 
– which is a technology heavily re-
lied upon across the Middle East, 
Australia, and the United States. 
Recycling schemes are also likely to 
play a much greater role.       
The EA also wants to make it easi-
er to build on-farm reservoirs and 
expects to see a greater focus on 
nature-based solutions, such as 
wetland restoration and catchment 
management, to help hold more wa-
ter when it rains.

National emergency...British Prime Minister Andy Burnham called a high-level 
Cobra meeting to discuss wildfires that have devastated acres of land

Train services in many parts of Britain have been suspended due to the heatwave, 
and people have been advised to avoid non-essential travel

This London bus caught fire with passengers in it in a city suburb during the 
heatwave. There were no injuries reported. Photo Courtesy

Bus accidents in London have hit the public transport system when professional, 
trained drivers passed out while at the steering wheel in the heatwave. Photo 
Courtesy
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inum and gold sponsorship tiers 
were dominated by Chevron, To-
talEnergies, ExxonMobil, bp and 
Azule Energy, alongside Sonangol, 
the national oil company of Angola. 
Namibia, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Ni-
geria, Sierra Leone and the Repub-
lic of Congo appeared among the 
leading countries in attendance, yet 
the commercial weight of the con-
ference still rests with capital based 
in Houston, Paris, London and The 
Hague.
This is not an accusation. It is an ob-
servation about where the money, 
the technology and the risk appetite 
currently sit. The deeper question, 
and the one this article sets out to 
answer, is whether Angola and its 
neighbours can convert that obser-
vation into a strategy, rather than 
accept it as a permanent condition.
The Numbers Behind the Hand-
shakes
Angola holds an estimated 9 billion 
barrels of oil reserves and 11 trillion 
cubic feet of gas reserves, according 
to figures published in the Angola 
Oil and Gas 2026 brochure. Daily 
oil production stood at 1.06 mil-
lion barrels in October 2025, drawn 
mainly from Blocks 17, 15, 32 and 0, 
fields that have anchored the econ-
omy of Angola since 1969. Twenty 
three investment opportunities are 
on offer, carrying a potential of six 
billion barrels, spread across on-
shore blocks, permanent offer acre-
age and limited tender rounds.
These figures describe geological 
wealth. They say nothing about who 
captures the value once the oil leaves 
Angolan waters. The World Bank 
places oil at roughly twenty per cent 
of gross domestic product, sixty per 
cent of government tax revenue and 
ninety five per cent of total exports. 
The International Monetary Fund 
estimates that eighty three per cent 
of the broader economy of Ango-
la moves in step with the oil price, 
once indirect channels such as gov-
ernment spending and credit are 
included. Growth accelerates when 
Brent rises and stalls when it falls. 
Few countries anywhere illustrate 
the textbook definition of a single 
commodity economy as starkly as 
Angola does.
That dependence has not translated 
into shared prosperity. The African 
Development Bank recorded a pov-
erty rate of 40.6 per cent in Angola 
in 2025, a Gini coefficient of 0.51, 
meaning inequality among the high-

est in the world, and youth unem-
ployment of 43.3 per cent. Angola 
ranked 148th of 193 countries on the 
2025 Human Development Index. 
Informality touched 78.6 per cent of 
the workforce. Real income per per-
son remained twenty four per cent 
below its 2014 level by 2025, even as 
the country pumped, exported and 
celebrated. This is the paradox that 
any honest account of Angola Oil 
& Gas 2026 must confront before it 
discusses pipelines, licensing rounds 
or gala dinners.
The Refining Trap
If Angola exported crude and im-
ported nothing in return, the arith-
metic of dependence would still be 
troubling. The reality is worse. Af-
rica holds between seven and eight 
per cent of proven global crude re-
serves, yet its refining capacity has 
stagnated near 3.5 to 4 million bar-
rels per day, with utilisation below 
fifty per cent in many countries. The 
continent spends an estimated sixty 
to ninety billion dollars a year im-
porting refined petroleum products, 
even as it exports crude worth sev-
eral multiples of that figure. Angola 
typifies the pattern. Despite produc-
ing over a million barrels a day, the 
country has relied for decades on a 
single ageing refinery, and imports 
of refined petroleum remain a per-
sistent line item on its import bill.
There are signs of correction. The 
Cabinda Oil Refinery, developed 
by Gemcorp, began phase one op-
erations in September 2025 with a 
capacity of 30,000 barrels per day, 
with a second phase planned to dou-
ble that figure. The Lobito Refinery, 
a planned 200,000 barrel per day 
facility and the largest in the coun-
try upon completion, targets 2027, 
though Angola is still seeking 4.8 
billion dollars to close its financing 
gap. Across the continent, Nigeria’s 
Dangote Refinery, now operating 
near its full 650,000 barrel per day 
capacity, has begun to dent West 
African import dependence and to 
supply fuel as far afield as Europe 
and the United States. These are the 
first real steps toward what the Af-
rican Refiners and Distributors As-
sociation calls energy security built 
at home, rather than security bor-
rowed from elsewhere.
The scale of what remains undone 
is sobering. Net African imports of 
refined products are projected by 
the African Energy Chamber to rise 
from roughly two million barrels a 
day today to 3.4 million barrels a day 
by 2050, driven by demand growth 
that domestic refining is not yet po-
sitioned to absorb. A continent that 
supplies the world with crude and 
buys back its own fuel at a premium 
is not merely inefficient. It is forfeit-
ing the largest single source of value 
addition available to it.

The Ghost in the Room: Resources, 
Opacity and Conflict
Any Angolan writing about oil in 
2026 writes in the shadow of a war 

that lasted, with brief interruptions, 
from 1975 to 2002. Scholarship 
on that conflict, published in the 
Journal of Peace Research and else-
where, has traced how access to oil 
revenue sustained the government 
of the Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola, while access 
to diamond revenue sustained the 
National Union for the Total In-
dependence of Angola, the rebel 
movement known as UNITA. Min-
eral wealth did not merely fund the 
fighting. Researchers have found 
that it shaped the tempo and geog-
raphy of military operations for al-
most three decades.
Human Rights Watch and the cam-
paign group Global Witness docu-
mented, in reports published from 
1999 onward, that hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in Sonangol signing 
bonuses and oil-backed loans passed 
through opaque channels during 
and after the war, with limited dis-
closure to the Angolan public. The 
Angolagate affair, a French arms-
for-oil scandal that led to a Paris trial 
concluding in 2009, showed that the 
opacity around Angolan oil revenue 

was not a purely domestic failing. It 
implicated arms dealers, intermedi-
aries and political figures in France 
as well as in Angola. Cabinda, the 
enclave that supplies roughly half 
of Angolan oil output, has hosted a 
low-level separatist insurgency for 
decades, one in which the enclave’s 
own communities have long argued 
that oil wealth extracted from their 
coastline has produced limited local 
benefit.
None of this history proves that the 
government of the United States or 
the governments of Europe con-
spired to prolong the Angolan civil 
war for commercial gain, and a re-
sponsible article should not claim 
that it does. What the documented 
record does show is that revenue 
opacity, whichever government 
or company benefits from it, is the 
mechanism through which resource 
wealth has repeatedly converted 
into conflict financing, elite enrich-
ment and weakened state legitima-
cy, in Angola and across the African 
continent. Since 2004, Sonangol has 
published more revenue data than 
it once did, a change that Human 

Rights Watch itself described as an 
important step forward. The lesson 
of this history for Angola Oil & Gas 
2026 is not that foreign investors 
should be excluded. It is that trans-
parency over who pays what, and 
where that money goes once it has 
reached the state, remains the single 
most important safeguard against 
the past repeating itself, regardless 
of the nationality of the company 
writing the cheque.
Who Sits at the Table
Return to the sponsor list of Ango-
la Oil & Gas. The official partners 
are the Government of Angola, the 
National Agency for Petroleum, Gas 
and Biofuels, the Regulatory Insti-
tute of Petroleum Derivatives and 
Sonangol. The diamond sponsor is 
Sonangol itself. But the platinum 
tier, the layer that funds the largest 
share of the conference and com-
mands the most prominent brand-
ing, belongs to Chevron, TotalEner-
gies, Azule Energy and ExxonMobil, 
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joined by the African Energy Cham-
ber as an official partner. Gold spon-
sors include bp, Trafigura and Vitol. 
These are not African companies. 
They are, respectively, American, 
French, British and Swiss trading 
houses and majors, each with bal-
ance sheets and technical capabil-
ities that African national oil com-
panies, Sonangol included, have not 
yet matched at scale.
None of this makes their presence 
illegitimate. Angola needs deepwa-
ter engineering, seismic technolo-
gy and refining expertise that took 
these firms a century to build. What 
it should trouble any observer is the 
asymmetry in who sets the terms. 
Licensing rounds, production shar-
ing agreements and technology 
transfer clauses are negotiated be-
tween a national oil company with 
limited fiscal leverage and a small 
number of supermajors with global 
portfolios and the option to walk 
away. That imbalance is precisely 
why Angola and its counterparts 
have historically accepted contract 
terms that favour the capital that ar-
rives first, rather than the resource 
owner that stays behind.
The composition of high-profile 
speakers at Angola Oil & Gas tells 
a similar story, though a more bal-
anced one than the sponsor list. 
Alongside President Lourenço and 
Angolan ministers, the programme 
features Farid Ghezali, Secretary 
General of the African Petroleum 
Producers Organization, Omar Fa-
rouk Ibrahim, Secretary General of 
the Organization of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries counterpart for 
Africa, NJ Ayuk of the African En-
ergy Chamber, and Anibor Kragha 
of the African Refiners and Distrib-
utors Association. Deputy Minister 
Kornelia Shilunga of Namibia and 
Minister Aimé Sakombi Molendo of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo 
also feature. These figures represent 
the emerging African institutional 
architecture. Their presence is proof 
that the debate this article raises is 
already underway inside the indus-
try itself, not only outside it.
The Quiet Shift: Africans Organis-
ing for Themselves
The African Petroleum Producers 
Organization, founded in Lagos in 
1987 partly to reduce dependence 
on Western technology and Western 
markets for oil revenue, has spent 
much of the past four decades as a 
forum for policy coordination rath-
er than commercial action. That is 
changing. Under Secretary Gener-
al Farid Ghezali, the organisation 
named local content its strategic 
priority for 2026. Its February 2026 
editorial noted that Africa still im-
ports seventy per cent of the goods 
and services required for its ener-

gy projects, despite Angola having 
reached twenty five per cent local 
content and the Republic of Congo 
having cut gas flaring by fifteen per 
cent. The organisation adopted a Lo-
cal Content Framework in Nairobi 
in March 2026, alongside mandato-
ry audits of international oil com-
panies and a one billion dollar seed 
fund earmarked for African small 
and medium enterprises.
The most consequential develop-
ment is financial. The African En-
ergy Bank, spearheaded jointly by 
the African Petroleum Producers 
Organization and the African Ex-
port-Import Bank, is scheduled to 
reach an initial capitalisation of five 
billion dollars, rising toward a first 
phase target of ten billion dollars. Its 
first tranche of lending is expected 
to concentrate on Angola, Nigeria 
and Libya, the three largest oil pro-
ducing nations on the continent, 
with priority given to gas to power 
projects, refining and regional pipe-
lines. Headquartered in Nigeria, the 
bank operates under what its found-
ers call a Mutual Assured Develop-
ment framework, an explicit attempt 
to replace dependence on the World 
Bank, the International Monetary 
Fund and Western commercial 
lenders with capital raised, governed 
and directed by Africans.
This matters more than any single 
pipeline or licensing round, because 
financing has always been the point 
at which sovereignty over resources 
quietly changes hands. A govern-
ment that must borrow abroad to 
develop a field, refine its own crude 
or build a export terminal cedes 
negotiating power the moment the 
loan is signed, regardless of what the 
constitution says about ownership 
of the subsoil. An African bank, 
capitalised by African oil producers 
and lending on terms set in Lagos 
or Cairo rather than Washington or 
London, is the closest instrument 
yet built to the balanced equation 
this article calls for.
Agenda 2063 and the Unfinished 
Architecture
The African Union adopted Agen-
da 2063, its fifty-year development 
blueprint, in 2015. Among its fifteen 
flagship projects sit the African Con-
tinental Free Trade Area, projected 
to lift intra-African trade by more 
than fifty per cent, and a continen-
tal commodities strategy explicitly 
designed to move Africa from raw 
material supplier to a continent that 
processes its own resources before 
selling them onward. The Agenda’s 
energy chapter calls for harnessing 
African energy resources to serve 
African households, businesses and 
industries first, through integrated 
national and regional power pools 
and grids.
Much of this remains aspiration 
rather than infrastructure. The Af-
rican Single Electricity Market, in-
tended to become the largest elec-
tricity market in the world by 2040, 
is still assembling its legal and tech-
nical foundations. The Grand Inga 

hydropower project in the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo, one of 
the largest potential renewable en-
ergy schemes anywhere, has moved 
slowly for a generation. Where the 
European Union has stepped in 
as co-funder of continental power 
planning through its Global Gate-
way strategy, it has done so on terms 
that still position Brussels, not Ad-
dis Ababa, as the source of capital 
and technical standards.
Oil and gas, unlike electricity, gen-
erates immediate cash. That is pre-
cisely why the sector offers the fast-
est available proving ground for the 
principle that Agenda 2063 sets out 
on paper. If Angola, Nigeria, the Re-
public of Congo, Namibia and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo can 
demonstrate that African capital, 
African refining and African trad-
ing arrangements can move a barrel 
of oil from wellhead to petrol pump 
without routing value through Rot-
terdam or Houston, the credibility 
of the wider integration agenda im-
proves immeasurably. If they can-
not, sceptics of Agenda 2063 will 
have a ready example of good inten-
tions failing to survive contact with 
commercial reality.

Angola as a Regional Anchor
Angola already possesses more of the 
diplomatic groundwork for regional 
energy cooperation than is com-
monly acknowledged. Since 2019, 
deals signed at successive editions 
of Angola Oil & Gas have included a 
memorandum of understanding on 
oil and gas cooperation with Namib-
ia, agreed in 2022, and cross-border 
terms with the Democratic Republic 
of Congo covering Block 14, con-
cluded in 2024 alongside a finance 
cooperation agreement. The Nation-
al Agency for Petroleum, Gas and 
Biofuels has also committed to joint 
sector development with Sierra Le-
one and strengthened cooperation 
with Equatorial Guinea. Namibia’s 
own frontier discoveries in the Or-
ange Basin, still years from produc-
tion, give these arrangements long-
term relevance, since Windhoek will 
eventually need precisely the refin-
ing, export and financing infrastruc-
ture that Angola is now building.
None of these agreements yet 
amount to a genuine regional val-
ue chain. Namibian crude, when it 
flows, could in principle be refined 
at Lobito rather than shipped to 
Rotterdam. Congolese gas could 
feed Angolan liquefied natural gas 
trains rather than flare uselessly at 

the wellhead. Sierra Leonean and 
Congolese engineers could train 
at Angolan facilities rather than at 
facilities in Aberdeen or Houston. 
The Angola Oil & Gas conference, 
precisely because it draws ministers 
and national oil company leadership 
from across the continent into one 
room in Luanda twice a year, is a 
natural venue at which such com-
mitments could be converted from 
memoranda into contracts. The 
Trans-Kalahari and Lobito Corri-
dors, already under construction 
to move minerals from the interior 
of the continent to Atlantic ports, 
suggest that African governments 
are capable of building shared in-
frastructure when the incentive is 
strong enough. Oil and gas deserve 
the same ambition.
Angola is also positioned, through 
the Southern African Development 
Community and its bilateral ties, to 
lead by example rather than mere-
ly by declaration. A regional gas 
market linking Angola, Namibia, 
the Democratic Republic of Congo 
and the Republic of Congo would 
allow associated gas that is present-
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ly flared, a wasteful and polluting 
practice that the Republic of Congo 
has already begun to reduce, to be 
gathered, processed and sold with-
in the region instead. Angola LNG, 
operating since 2012 with a capac-
ity of 5.2 million tonnes a year, has 
the technical experience to anchor 
such a market. A regional approach 
would also strengthen the negotiat-
ing hand of every government in-
volved when the next international 
licensing round opens, since no sin-
gle African state, Angola included, 
currently commands the leverage 
that a coordinated regional bloc 
would carry into talks with a super-
major.
Why Sponsor and Exhibit
The organisers of Angola Oil & Gas 
market five reasons for companies 
to sponsor and exhibit: network 
access, brand visibility, business 
growth, deal-making potential and 
the chance to showcase innovation. 
Each of these reasons is written 
from the standpoint of the investor 
deciding whether Angola is worth 
the trip. Fewer conference materials 
are written from the standpoint of 
the Angolan communities deciding 
whether the investor is worth the 
concession. A balanced equation 
requires that second perspective 
to carry equal weight on the same 
stage, not as an afterthought deliv-
ered in a corporate social responsi-
bility session, but as a condition at-
tached to every production sharing 
agreement signed at the event.
The Counter-Argument: Why For-
eign Capital Still Matters
A fair analysis must resist the temp-
tation to romanticise self-reliance. 
The Kaombo development at Block 
32, an ultra deepwater project with 
658 million barrels of reserves, re-
quired two floating production 
vessels and technology that no 
African firm currently possesses 
independently. The Agogo Inte-
grated West Hub, which reached 
first production in July 2025 only 
twenty nine months after its final 
investment decision, depended on 
international engineering, procure-
ment and construction capacity as-
sembled across several continents. 
Angola’s own Cabinda Refinery was 
developed by Gemcorp, a firm with 
international, not purely Angolan, 
ownership.
Deepwater exploration, liquefied 
natural gas trains and large scale 
refining are among the most capital 
intensive and technically demand-
ing activities in modern industry. 
International oil companies bring 
balance sheets capable of absorbing 
multi-billion dollar losses on a sin-
gle dry well, decades of subsea en-
gineering experience and access to 
global markets that African national 
oil companies, however well gov-

erned, cannot replicate overnight. 
China, the United Arab Emirates, 
Saudi Arabia and other Gulf and 
Asian investors have also entered 
African energy markets in recent 
years, offering a genuine alternative 
to purely American or European 
capital, though their arrangements 
deserve the same scrutiny over local 
content and value retention that this 
article applies to Western majors.
The honest position, then, is not that 
Angola should expel foreign capital 
from Angola Oil & Gas or from its 
licensing rounds. It is that foreign 
capital should operate within terms 
set predominantly by Angola and its 
African partners, rather than terms 
imported wholesale from London 
or Houston. Norway, a country fre-
quently cited by African policymak-
ers as a model, did not exclude for-
eign operators from the North Sea. 
It built Equinor, a sovereign wealth 
fund now worth more than one and 
a half trillion dollars, and a tax and 
licensing regime that ensured the 
greater share of the rent stayed in 
Norway. Angola’s task is not to reject 
partnership. It is to negotiate part-
nership from a position where the 
African Energy Bank, a functioning 
refining sector and coordinated re-
gional policy give it genuine lever-
age at the table.
From Rhetoric to Rents: What Bal-
ance Actually Requires
A balanced oil and gas equation, the 
kind this article’s opening question 
calls for, rests on four measurable 
pillars rather than slogans.
The first is financing. The African 
Energy Bank must move beyond its 
announced capitalisation and begin 
disbursing loans on terms that Afri-
can governments, not foreign cred-
itors, can shape. Ten billion dollars 
is a meaningful start against a con-
tinent that spends sixty to ninety 
billion dollars a year on fuel imports 
alone, but it remains a fraction of 
what full downstream self-sufficien-
cy will require.
The second is local content, en-
forced rather than merely legislated. 
The African Petroleum Producers 
Organization’s mandatory audits of 
international oil companies, agreed 
in Nairobi in March 2026, offer a 
mechanism. Angola’s own twen-
ty five per cent local content figure 
should be treated as a floor to build 
upon, not a ceiling to defend, with 
specific targets for Angolan engi-
neering firms, Angolan shipping 
companies and Angolan financial 
institutions written into every future 
licensing round.
The third is refining and regional 
trade. Cabinda, Lobito and compa-
rable projects across Nigeria, Gha-
na and Senegal must be finished 
on schedule and linked, through 
the African Continental Free Trade 
Area, into a genuine intra-African 
fuel market, so that a tanker leaving 
Luanda increasingly serves Wind-
hoek or Kinshasa rather than only 
Rotterdam or Houston.
The fourth is transparency and 

the direction of rents. Oil wealth 
that never reaches ordinary citi-
zens cannot claim to serve Africa 
merely because an African flag flies 
over the wellhead. Angola’s Kwen-
da cash transfer programme and its 
increased allocation to education, 
though still below the sub-Saharan 
African average as a share of gross 
domestic product according to In-
ternational Monetary Fund analysis, 
point toward the correct destination 
for oil revenue. A poverty rate above 
forty per cent, recorded in a coun-
try producing over a million barrels 
of oil daily, is not a statistic that any 
national oil company, foreign major 
or conference sponsor can be per-
mitted to treat as background noise.
None of these four pillars requires 
Angola to sever ties with the United 
States, the European Union or any 
other partner. They require Angola, 
the African Union and organisations 
such as the African Petroleum Pro-
ducers Organization to insist that 
partnership is negotiated among 
relative equals, backed by African 
capital, African refining capacity 
and African regional coordination, 
rather than extended as a favour 
from Washington or Brussels to a 
continent still treated, too often, as a 

supplier of raw material rather than 
a shaper of its own energy destiny.
Conclusion: The Next Fifty Years
The organisers of Angola Oil & Gas 
have chosen an ambitious slogan for 
2026: investing in the next fifty years 
of Angola. Fifty years ago, in 1976, 
Angola had only just emerged from 
a war of independence and was en-
tering a still longer civil conflict, one 
in which control over oil revenue 
from Cabinda has financed succes-
sive parties to the fighting for de-
cades. That history is precisely why 
the question posed at the start of 
this article carries weight. A conti-
nent that has already watched natu-
ral resources fund conflict, entrench 
inequality and enrich distant share-
holders cannot afford to repeat the 
pattern for another fifty years sim-
ply because the conference halls are 
grander and the sponsor logos more 
polished.
Angola Oil & Gas 2026 will bring to-
gether the ingredients of a different 
outcome: a functioning national oil 
company in Sonangol, an emerging 
regional financing institution in the 
African Energy Bank, a continen-
tal local content mandate from the 
African Petroleum Producers Or-
ganization, new refining capacity at 

Cabinda and Lobito, and diplomatic 
groundwork already laid with Na-
mibia, the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, the Republic of Congo and 
Sierra Leone. Whether those in-
gredients combine into a balanced 
equation, one in which African gov-
ernments, African capital and Afri-
can citizens capture a fair share of 
African oil and gas wealth, will not 
be decided by any single conference. 
It will be decided by whether the 
agreements signed on stage in Lu-
anda this September are still being 
honoured, funded and audited five 
years from now.
The world’s investors, Americans 
and Europeans among them, will 
keep arriving in Luanda so long as 
Angola’s reserves remain among the 
most attractive in Africa. That is not, 
in itself, a problem to be solved. The 
problem worth solving is whether 
Angola and its neighbours arrive 
at the same table with equivalent 
financial strength, equivalent tech-
nical capacity and an equivalent 
seat in deciding the rules. Fifty years 
after independence, and on the eve 
of a conference that claims to shape 
the next fifty, that remains the un-
finished business of African oil and 
gas.
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The new British Prime Minister, 
Andy Burnham,  has announced 
that he will be rolling out a series of 
‘everyday fixes’ to help people with 
the cost of living, kicking off with 
two measures on Sunday.
This follows his week-one action 
to cap bus fares and make energy 
bills more affordable for millions of 
households. 
This country has earned the label 
of ‘Rip-Off Britain’ where compa-
nies of all sizes, including insurance, 
loan sharks and digital services pro-
viders, have no compunction about 
fleecing their customers, threaten-
ing to use the tough arm of the law 
to hit consumers below the belt.
Earlier this week, he wasted no time 
in ending subscription traps, with 
new “easy to exit” rules brought 
forward to help consumers cancel 
easily and prevent them losing more 
money. 
Many subscribers are hit by a double 
whammy of penalties if they dare to 
cancel their subscriptions or if they 
have been inadvertently tempted to 
subscribe to a service which they re-
gret later on.
He has also taken action to tackle 
misleading discounts and rip-off 
prices that fleece customers.
This is just the start of a series of ‘ev-
eryday fixes’ that will be announced 
to ease the cost of living and give 
families in England room to breathe.
The Prime Minister has announced 
that he will be rolling out a series of 
‘everyday fixes’ to help people with 
the cost of living, kicking off with 
two measures on Sunday. 
In the New Year, pretend prices and 
deceptive deals will be a thing of 
the past under the Prime Minister’s 
plans to ban retailers from making 
misleading claims to customers 
about discounts.  
Shoppers have increasingly com-
plained about outlets artificially in-
flating prices to give a false sense of 
value, such as increasing them only 
to then immediately advertise ‘dis-
counts’ to make savings look larger 
than they really are.
This includes discounted prices be-
ing the same as they were before the 
discount, intended to trick consum-
ers into thinking they are getting 
good value whilst saving them noth-
ing and creating an uneven playing 

field for honest competitors.
The Prime Minister also wants to see 
an end to subscription traps, where 
people find it hard to cancel their 
subscriptions and contracts are au-
tomatically renewed at a higher cost.  
New rules will now come into force 
in January 2027, in time for when 
customers often start new subscrip-
tions for the year ahead.
Saving an average of £14 a month 
for every unwanted subscription, 
the changes will mean businesses 
will need to provide clearer up-front 
information, regular reminders and 
a much easier exit to contracts.  A 
new 14-day cooling-off period will 
also let consumers cancel after a trial 
or long-term contract renews.
With British households still watch-
ing every pound, it’s right to act to 
restore fairness. There are around 
155 million active subscriptions in 
the UK, with consumers spending 
an estimated £1.6 billion a year on 
ones they don’t actually want, a di-
rect hit to family budgets.
For the many businesses who al-
ready give customers plenty of no-
tice before subscriptions renew 
and make it easy for contacts to 
leave, very little is changing. They 
will benefit from clearer rules and 
a more level playing field, without 
being undercut by competitors who 
have more complicated processes 
that rip off consumers.
Certain charitable memberships for 
cultural and heritage organisations 
will be excluded from the new sub-
scription rules given the unique role 
they have in preserving and open-
ing up access to the nation’s history, 
landscapes, and cultural collections.
Prime Minister Andy Burnham said: 
“I know people are sick and tired of 
rip-off discounts and subscription 
traps. Westminster has got used to 
telling people that everyday hassles 
like this are just part of life. I don’t 
think that’s right, especially when 
the cost of living continues to weigh 
heavily on so many people’s lives.  
“I’m determined to pull every single 
lever we can to provide people with 
some room to breathe on the cost of 
living.”
He added: “We’re putting an end to 
phoney bargains. If something is ad-
vertised as half price, it should actu-
ally be half price. We’re also making 
it as easy to leave a subscription as it 
is to join.”
“These are just two of the everyday 
fixes we’re going to be rolling out – 
today is just the start. We want to 
put more money in people’s pockets 
and give people hope that politics 
really can work for them and their 
everyday lives.”
A statement from Downing Street 
said the Prime Minister is deter-
mined to use every chance he gets 
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A whopping 70 per cent off at this store in London. Could this be a genuine or a distress sale?
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to restore fairness and take pressure 
off people. This is the start of a series 
of practical, everyday fixes that will 
put more money in people’s pockets, 
give them greater peace of mind, 
and make life a little easier.
A consultation will launch this au-
tumn to assess whether tactics such 
as fake “was” prices, invented dis-
counts and misleading recommend-
ed retail prices (RRPs) should be 
added to the list of practices banned 
under the Digital Markets, Compe-
tition and Consumers Act (DMC-
CA).
Under current laws, it can be diffi-
cult for enforcers to take on these 
cases. Adding these tactics to this 
list would mean they will automat-
ically be considered unfair, making 
it easier to crack down while mak-
ing rules simpler for businesses to 
follow.
Welcoming the move, Business, 
Innovation, Science and Trade 
Secretary Jonathan Reynolds said: 
“There’s nothing worse than realis-
ing you’ve been fleeced by a dodgy 
deal, or seen money leaving your 
account because of a subscription 
you didn’t want to renew or couldn’t 
easily cancel.”
“This Government is on the side of 
families working hard to make ends 
meet, while making sure the rules 
are clear for businesses and easy to 
follow.”
Sue Davies MBE, Head of Consum-
er Rights Policy at Which?, said: 
“Which? has repeatedly exposed 
businesses, including trusted house-
hold brands, ripping off customers 
with dodgy deals that aren’t what 
they seem - but regulators have of-
ten found it too difficult to take ac-
tion. 
“It’s great news that the government 
intends to tighten up the law and 
explicitly ban misleading pricing 
practices, while putting an end to 
subscription traps.”
The government must implement 
these rules swiftly to give consum-
ers much-needed protection against 
sneaky pricing tactics and hold 
businesses to account with tough 
enforcement, including fines, if they 
fall short.
Dame Clare Moriarty, Chief Ex-
ecutive of Citizens Advice, said: 
“For too long consumers have been 
tricked into paying for products or 
services they don’t use - or didn’t 
even want to begin with - costing 
millions of pounds each year. So 
we really welcome the government’s 
move to speed up action on sub-
scription traps and look at banning 
other tactics firms use to catch con-
sumers out.”
“At Citizens Advice, we’ve sound-

ed the alarm on this for years, be-
cause we know subscription traps 
and sneaky online practices that 
hit consumers’ pockets hard are a 
widespread problem. We previous-
ly found that over 13 million peo-
ple (26% of UK adults) accidentally 
took out a subscription in a year. 
“People shouldn’t have to waste their 
time and effort avoiding dubious 
online tactics and fixing unwanted 
purchases and sign-ups.”
The announcement is an important 
move, but it can’t be the end of the 
story. “We look forward to seeing 
the detail in the consultation on 
deceptive online pricing and how it 
will ensure consumers are protected 
and treated fairly.”
Helen Undy OBE, CEO of the Mon-
ey and Mental Health Policy Insti-
tute, said:  “It can be hard for any-
one to spot a misleading discount, 
but this is particularly difficult for 
people with mental health problems 
who can struggle with concentra-
tion, impulsivity and decision-mak-
ing, which can make it harder to 
resist pressure selling tactics and 
compare prices to get a fair deal.
“This group is already at the sharp 
end of the cost of living crisis - peo-
ple with mental health problems are 
three times as likely to currently be 
behind on some or all household 
bills - so it’s good news that the 
government is taking action to help 
tight budgets go further, and it must 

happen quickly. 
“It’s also encouraging to see that the 
subscription trap protections will be 
brought forward. We know that the 
symptoms of mental health prob-
lems such as increased impulsivity 
and memory problems can contrib-
ute to someone signing up without 
realising and forgetting about a sub-
scription. We’ve long argued that it 
should be as easy to cancel a sub-
scription as it is to sign up - and as 
ever the proof will be in how com-
panies put this into practice. 
“Today’s announcement is good 
news - however, subscription traps 
and misleading discounts are only 
the tip of the iceberg when it comes 
to unfair practices that make it 
harder to get a fair deal when you’re 
struggling with your mental health. 
We look forward to working with 
the government to see what further 
action can be taken in future.”
What defies belief and logic is why 
the previous governments, includ-
ing the last Prime Minister Sir Keir 
Starmer, failed to act on this and 
other elements that make life diffi-
cult for British families. These lead-
ers merely used lip service to sym-
pathise and pass their time in 10 
Downing Street.
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Red labels galore... Hard-up shoppers always look out for such red labels before 
buying, but how many of these tempting offers could be genuine? That is the 
question

Irresistible offers often attract customers to stores such as these

Tempting offers on shelves in a London store.
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A United States delegation is tour-
ing Namibian stud farms this week 
under the banner of livestock ge-
netics cooperation. History suggests 
that Namibia should read the fine 
print before it signs anything resem-
bling a partnership.

A FAMILIAR HANDSHAKE

A delegation from the United States 
is spending three days touring stud 
breeding farms around Windhoek 
this week. It includes officials from 
the Foreign Agricultural Service of 
the United States Department of Ag-
riculture, based in Pretoria, together 
with representatives of US Livestock 
Genetics Export, a Wisconsin-based 
trade association whose stated pur-
pose is to expand markets abroad 
for American dairy, beef, sheep, 
swine and horse genetics. The Live-
stock and Livestock Products Board 
of Namibia is hosting the visit, in 
partnership with the Namibia Stud 
Breeders Association. The tour will 
culminate in a business-to-business 
networking session in Windhoek, 
where American exporters will 
meet Namibian breeders to discuss 
the import and export of semen, 
embryos and breeding stock.
On the surface, the visit reads as 
routine technical cooperation. Na-
mibian stud breeders currently face 
a genuine problem. The foot-and-
mouth disease outbreak ravaging 
South Africa since 2024 has closed 
off the traditional southern route 
through which Namibian farmers 
historically accessed high-quality 
genetics. The Livestock and Live-
stock Products Board has openly 
stated that the United States, along-
side Australia, now stands as one of 
the few remaining sources of pre-
mium livestock genetics available 
to the country. Framed this way, the 
American visit looks like a timely 
and generous offer of help.
It is worth asking, however, why an 
American trade promotion body 
funded to expand markets for Unit-
ed States breeders overseas is the 
entity walking Namibian farms this 
week, rather than a neutral scien-
tific or veterinary body. It is worth 
asking what happens to Namibian 
breeding independence once Amer-
ican genetic material, and the com-
mercial and intellectual property 
arrangements that typically accom-

pany it, become embedded in the 
national herd. History, both distant 
and startlingly recent, offers Namib-
ia sober lessons on what agricultur-
al cooperation with Washington has 
tended to produce for smaller trad-
ing partners.

THE GRAMMAR OF AMERICAN 
AGRICULTURAL DIPLOMACY

American agricultural engagement 
abroad has rarely been charity, and 
it has rarely been disguised as any-
thing other than commerce, even 
when officials describe it using 
the softer language of partnership. 
The pattern stretches back to the 
Agricultural Trade Development 
and Assistance Act of 1954, com-
monly known as Public Law 480 
or “Food for Peace.” Washington 
shipped surplus American grain to 
food-insecure nations at conces-
sional terms, presented publicly as 
humanitarian relief. Development 
economists have long argued that 
the programme served a second and 
more durable purpose: it disposed 
of American agricultural surpluses, 
opened new markets for American 
commodities, and gradually shift-
ed the taste preferences and import 
habits of recipient countries toward 
American produce (Ruttan, 1993). 
Several African and Asian nations 
that received cheap American wheat 
and maize in the 1960s and 1970s 
later found themselves structural-

ly dependent on imported grain, 
their own smallholder cereal sec-
tors weakened by competition from 
subsidised imports they could never 
match on price.
A similar logic runs through the 
structural adjustment era of the 
1980s and 1990s, when the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank, institutions in which 
Washington holds outsized influ-
ence, pressed African governments 
to liberalise agricultural markets, 
cut support for domestic farmers, 
and open borders to imports. Walter 
Rodney, writing before that era but 
anticipating its logic, argued that the 
integration of African economies 
into a global system designed by and 
for industrialised powers tends to 
entrench underdevelopment rather 
than cure it, because the terms of 
integration are set elsewhere (Rod-
ney, 1972). Andre Gunder Frank 
made a related argument about 
Latin America, describing a centre 
that develops by keeping a periph-
ery dependent on it for capital, in-
puts and technology (Frank, 1967). 
Livestock genetics, patented and 
licensed rather than freely propa-
gating, fit uncomfortably well into 
this older pattern of dependency, 
only now expressed through frozen 
semen straws and embryo transfer 
catalogues instead of grain silos.
None of this means every American 
agricultural engagement with Af-
rica is predatory by design. It does 

mean that the historical record gives 
Namibia strong reason to examine 
motive, structure and long-term 
consequence, rather than accepting 
the language of partnership at face 
value.

A CAUTIONARY PRECEDENT 
CLOSE TO HOME

Namibia need not travel to the 1970s 
or to Latin America to find a warn-
ing. It need only examine its own 
beef trade with the United States. In 
2016, the Food Safety and Inspec-
tion Service of the United States 
Department of Agriculture certified 
Namibia as the first African country 
eligible to export beef to American 
consumers, following eighteen years 
of negotiation. Namibian officials 
celebrated the announcement in 
triumphant terms. The then Depu-
ty Prime Minister, Netumbo Nan-
di-Ndaitwah, called it proof that ties 
between the two countries contin-
ued to strengthen through bilateral 
cooperation. The American ambas-
sador at the time spoke of Namibian 
producers tapping into a consumer 
market worth thirteen trillion Unit-
ed States dollars.
The first commercial shipment, 
twenty-five tonnes of Meatco beef, 
reached Philadelphia in February 
2020. Namibia projected annual ex-
ports rising to five thousand tonnes 
by 2025. That projection has not 
materialised. By 2024, according 

to United Nations trade data, Na-
mibian exports of fresh or chilled 
bovine meat to the United States 
stood at a mere twenty-nine and a 
half thousand dollars, a figure closer 
to a single container than to a na-
tional trade strategy. Trade publica-
tions covering the American market 
openly acknowledge that, owing to 
supply challenges and limited de-
mand, Namibia has managed only 
two shipments to that market since 
certification (United States Interna-
tional Trade Administration, 2026). 
Eighteen years of negotiation, and 
years more of compliance audits, 
biosecurity inspections and regula-
tory alignment with American stan-
dards, produced a market access 
agreement that has amounted, in 
practice, to almost nothing.
The lesson is not that market ac-
cess agreements with the United 
States are worthless. The lesson 
concerns asymmetry. Namibia bore 
the full weight of adjustment: au-
dits by American inspectors, lab-
oratory testing, veterinary system 
alignment, and years of diplomatic 
labour. The corresponding bene-
fit to Namibian producers proved 
negligible, while the symbolic value 
to Washington, the ability to pres-
ent Namibia as a success story of 
American agricultural diplomacy in 
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Africa, cost the United States com-
paratively little. A nation should ask 
whether the coming genetics ini-
tiative will follow the same script: 
heavy commitment from Namib-
ia, modest and uncertain return, 
dressed throughout in the vocabu-
lary of mutual benefit.

GENES ARE NOT NEUTRAL

Livestock genetics differ from a 
shipment of grain or a container of 
beef in one crucial respect. Genet-
ics do not simply get consumed and 
disappear. They enter the breeding 
herd and propagate across genera-
tions, reshaping the biological foun-
dation of an entire national livestock 
population. This is precisely why the 
decision carries weight far beyond 
the current three-day visit.
The commercial cattle herd of Na-
mibia already leans heavily on im-
ported and crossbred genetics, in-
cluding Brahman, Bonsmara and 
various European breeds favoured 
for growth rate and carcass yield. 
Scientific literature on Southern 
African cattle populations warns 
that this pattern, repeated across the 
region for decades, is steadily erod-
ing indigenous genetic resources. 
According to research compiled by 
Rege (1999), twenty-two per cent of 
African cattle breeds have already 
become extinct over the past centu-
ry, and a further thirty-two per cent 
remain at risk of extinction, largely 
because institutional policy has con-
sistently favoured high-producing 
exotic breeds over locally adapted 
stock. A more recent review of in-
digenous cattle conservation in the 
smallholder areas of Southern Afri-
ca confirms that this erosion contin-
ues, driven by indiscriminate cross-
breeding and by extension messages, 
dating to the colonial period, that 
frame small-framed indigenous cat-
tle as inferior (Nyamushamba et al., 
2017).
This matters because indigenous 
and locally adapted breeds, such as 
the Sanga-type cattle found across 
Namibia and the wider region, car-
ry genetic traits refined over centu-
ries of exposure to local conditions: 
tolerance of heat and drought, re-
sistance to ticks and tick-borne 
disease, and, critically, resilience 
against endemic pathogens includ-
ing the very foot-and-mouth virus 
currently devastating South Afri-
can herds. Genome studies of Afri-
can cattle populations confirm that 
the introduction of exotic genetics 
through repeated crossbreeding 
measurably dilutes these adaptive 
traits over successive generations 
(Mwacharo et al., 2026). A national 

breeding strategy built increasingly 
around American genetics selected 
for performance under intensive 
United States feedlot conditions 
risks producing a herd less equipped 
to survive the very environmental 
and disease pressures that define 
Namibian ranching. Namibia would 
be importing productivity on paper 
while quietly exporting resilience 
that no laboratory can easily restore 
once lost.
Namibian breeders should also 
weigh the question of environmen-
tal fit with care rather than con-
venience. Cattle bred for decades 
under the intensive, grain-finished 
feedlot systems common in the 
American Midwest are optimised 
for conditions radically different 
from the semi-arid, extensively 
grazed rangeland that defines com-
mercial and communal farming 
across Namibia. A bull selected in 
Nebraska for rapid weight gain on 
maize-based rations offers no guar-
antee of thriving, or even surviving 
comfortably, on natural grazing 
during a Namibian drought year. 
Importing a genetic profile without 
importing the environment that 
produced it is a wager, not a cer-
tainty, and Namibian veterinary sci-
entists rather than American sales 
representatives should be the ones 
assessing the odds.
There is a further dimension. Ge-
netic material of American origin, 
particularly embryos and semen 

from registered stud lines, typical-
ly arrives bound by breed society 
rules, registration fees, and in some 
cases restrictions on the resale or 
further propagation of resulting off-
spring without continuing payment. 
Namibian breeders adopting such 
genetics at scale do not simply buy 
a one-off product. They enter a re-
curring commercial relationship in 
which national herd improvement 
becomes tied to continued purchas-
es from American suppliers, breed 
societies and, increasingly, the pri-
vate companies that control the ge-
nomic testing and embryo technol-
ogy on which modern stud breeding 
now depends.

THE CORPORATE CAPTURE OF 
GENETICS: A WARNING FROM 
WEST AFRICA

Namibia does not need to imagine 
how this can unravel. Burkina Faso 
already lived it, in a different sector 
but with an unmistakably similar 
structure. In 2008, the American 
agricultural company Monsanto 
backcrossed its patented Bt gene 
onto local Burkinabe cotton variet-
ies, promising smallholder farmers 
reduced pesticide use and higher 
yields. More than one hundred and 
forty thousand farmers adopted the 
technology, and Burkina Faso brief-
ly became the largest producer of 
genetically modified crops on the 
continent, celebrated internation-

ally as a model of agricultural bio-
technology lifting poor farmers out 
of poverty.
The celebration proved premature. 
Bt cotton produced shorter, low-
er-quality fibre than traditional va-
rieties, and ginning machines ex-
tracted proportionally less usable 
lint from each harvest. By the 2013-
2014 season, over two-thirds of the 
national crop had been downgraded 
to lower-quality classification, un-
dermining the international reputa-
tion and market value of Burkinabe 
cotton (Dowd-Uribe and Schnurr, 
2016). Cotton companies calculated 
losses running into tens of millions 
of dollars and demanded compensa-
tion from Monsanto. Burkina Faso 
announced a complete phase-out 
of the technology by 2016. Farmers, 
having already abandoned tradi-
tional seed stocks in favour of the 
patented variety, found themselves 
negotiating a costly and technical-
ly difficult return to varieties many 
had not planted in years.
The parallel to livestock genetics is 
direct. A trusted foreign supplier 
introduces superior-sounding tech-
nology. Smallholders and commer-
cial farmers alike adopt it enthu-
siastically, often with government 
encouragement. Traditional stock, 
whether seed varieties or indige-
nous cattle lines, gets sidelined or 
crossbred out of existence in the en-
thusiasm of the moment. Years later, 
when a hidden flaw surfaces, be it 

inferior fibre quality, poor disease 
resistance, or unfavourable com-
mercial terms buried in a licensing 
agreement, the country discovers 
that reversing course costs far more 
than the original adoption ever did, 
because the genetic baseline it once 
possessed no longer exists in suffi-
cient quantity to rebuild from.
Namibia should also consider that 
American livestock genetics com-
panies operate within an intellectual 
property regime considerably more 
aggressive than anything Namibian 
breeders have previously encoun-
tered through Australian or Euro-
pean channels. Genomic selection 
technologies, proprietary breeding 
indices and registered semen cat-
alogues increasingly function as 
walled commercial ecosystems. A 
country that builds its national herd 
improvement strategy around such 
a system does not merely buy ge-
netics. It rents ongoing access to an 
improvement pathway it does not 
control and cannot easily replicate 
domestically.

A CONTINENT-WIDE PATTERN: 
SUBSIDISED PROTEIN AND 
CAPTURED MARKETS

The livestock genetics conversation 
cannot be separated from a wid-
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er pattern already visible in Afri-
can protein markets. Poultry offers 
the clearest illustration. Subsidised 
chicken exports, primarily from the 
European Union but increasingly 
from the United States and Brazil as 
well, have repeatedly flooded Afri-
can markets at prices local farmers 
could never match, because those 
farmers receive no comparable gov-
ernment support (Farmers Review 
Africa, 2018). In Cameroon, roughly 
one hundred and twenty thousand 
jobs disappeared from the poultry 
sector as cheap imports expand-
ed from under a thousand tonnes 
in 1996 to twenty-two thousand 
tonnes by 2003 (World Animals 
Voice, 2019). In Senegal, seventy 
per cent of poultry farms closed. 
In Ghana, a once-thriving industry 
now supplies only around five per 
cent of domestic chicken consump-
tion, according to the Food and Ag-
riculture Organization of the United 
Nations, with processing plants op-
erating at a quarter of capacity (Mail 
and Guardian, 2017).
Livestock genetics differ from fro-
zen chicken portions in mechanism, 
yet the underlying dynamic runs 
parallel. In both cases, a wealthier 
trading partner, backed by subsidy 
structures and export-promotion 
institutions that Namibia has no 
equivalent capacity to match, posi-
tions itself inside a smaller economy 
under the banner of market access 
or cooperation. In both cases, the 
smaller economy risks losing not 
merely market share but productive 
capacity itself, the flocks, the breed-
ing lines, the accumulated skill of 
local farmers, once foreign compe-
tition or foreign genetics displace 
what existed before. Namibia’s stud 
breeders should study the poultry 
story of Ghana and Cameroon as 
closely as any veterinary report on 
cattle genetics, because it shows 
what happens when a developing 
agricultural sector opens itself to a 
far larger, far better subsidised part-
ner without first securing protective 
terms.

THE HUMAN STAKES BEHIND 
THE STATISTICS

It is easy for a livestock genetics 
agreement to read as a technical 
matter for boardrooms in Wind-
hoek and Pretoria. It is nothing of 
the sort for the great majority of 
Namibians connected to the land. 
Agriculture contributes only around 
five per cent of national gross do-
mestic product, yet farming, includ-
ing cattle raising, accounts for close 
to two-thirds of the income of the 
population, according to figures cit-
ed around the 2020 beef trade break-
through (IBTimes, 2020). Commu-
nal farmers across the Ohangwena, 
Omusati, Oshikoto and Kavango 
regions depend on cattle not mere-

ly as a commodity but as savings, 
as social status, and as inheritance 
passed between generations. Tradi-
tional leadership structures across 
rural Namibia, including village 
headmen and headwomen who me-
diate grazing rights and livestock 
disputes, understand cattle as some-
thing considerably deeper than an 
export statistic.
A genetics policy negotiated ex-
clusively among commercial stud 
breeders, government officials and 
American exporters, without con-
sultation of communal farmers and 
traditional authorities whose herds 
form the base of the national live-
stock population, risks producing 
an agreement that serves a narrow 
commercial elite while leaving the 
broader rural population to absorb 
the long-term biological and eco-
nomic consequences. Any national 
genetics strategy Namibia adopts 
should be judged not only by wheth-
er it satisfies stud breeders seeking 
faster carcass gain, but by whether it 
protects the livestock wealth of ordi-
nary rural households for the com-
ing decades.

LEVERAGE WRAPPED IN COOP-
ERATION

The timing of this livestock genetics 
visit cannot be separated from the 
wider and considerably less com-
fortable state of trade relations be-
tween the United States and the Af-
rican continent in 2026. The African 
Growth and Opportunity Act, the 
preferential trade arrangement that 
has underpinned duty-free access 
to American markets for Namib-
ian and other African exports since 
2000, lapsed entirely on 30 Septem-
ber 2025. It was revived only in Feb-
ruary 2026, through a short-term 
extension running merely to the end 
of the current year, the shortest reau-
thorisation in the history of the pro-
gramme (Congressional Research 

Service, 2026). United States Trade 
Representative Jamieson Greer has 
been explicit that any longer renew-
al will be conditioned on what he 
termed greater reciprocity and ex-
panded market access for American 
farmers, ranchers and businesses in 
Africa, aligned with the current ad-
ministration’s America First Trade 
Policy (Quincy Institute for Respon-
sible Statecraft, 2026). Meanwhile, 
tariff actions imposed in 2025 al-
ready apply to many African goods 
regardless of AGOA eligibility, in-
cluding steel and aluminium duties 
that reached fifty per cent (Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, 
2026).
Read against this backdrop, a live-
stock genetics delegation arriving in 
Windhoek in August 2026 is not an 
isolated act of goodwill. It forms one 
thread in a broader American effort 
to secure expanded commercial ac-
cess to African agricultural mar-
kets, at precisely the moment when 
Washington holds the greater share 
of leverage over the future of AGOA 
itself. A trade preference pro-
gramme that African governments 
once treated as a stable feature of 
the international economic land-
scape now functions, by the Amer-
ican government’s own description, 
as a negotiating instrument to be 
renewed only in exchange for con-
cessions. Namibia should recognise 
that a bilateral goodwill gesture ar-
riving during this period of Amer-
ican reciprocity demands carries a 
political as well as a commercial di-
mension, whether or not the visiting 
delegation frames it that way.

TIMING IS NOT INNOCENT: 
THE FOOT-AND-MOUTH OP-
PORTUNITY

The Livestock and Livestock Prod-
ucts Board has justified the Amer-
ican visit partly by pointing to the 
foot-and-mouth disease crisis in 

South Africa, which has closed 
the traditional southern channel 
through which Namibian breeders 
sourced genetics and placed enor-
mous strain on the wider regional 
beef sector. This framing deserves 
scrutiny rather than automatic ac-
ceptance.
A genuine crisis in one supplier 
market does create real and urgent 
need elsewhere. It also creates pre-
cisely the conditions under which 
a country under pressure accepts 
terms it might otherwise negotiate 
more carefully. Namibian breeders, 
facing a genuine shortage of acces-
sible high-quality genetics, are un-
derstandably eager for alternatives. 
American exporters, arriving with a 
ready supply and an established ex-
port marketing organisation behind 
them, are equally understandably 
eager to fill that gap while it exists. 
There is nothing unusual about a 
supplier moving quickly into a mar-
ket opened by a competitor’s misfor-
tune. Namibian negotiators should 
nonetheless recognise the dynamic 
for what it is: urgency on one side 
of the table, and a marketing or-
ganisation representing seasoned 
exporters on the other, meeting at 
a moment when Namibia holds the 
least leverage it will hold in years. 
Agreements struck in scarcity rare-
ly favour the party experiencing the 
scarcity.

ACKNOWLEDGING THE 
COUNTER-ARGUMENT

Fairness requires acknowledging 
the case that supporters of the vis-
it would make. American livestock 
genetics genuinely rank among the 
most advanced in the world, refined 
through decades of investment in 
genomic selection, reproductive 
technology and performance re-
cording. Namibian breeders seeking 
to raise carcass yield, growth rate or 
milk production in a commercial 

herd have legitimate reasons to want 
access to that pool of genetic mate-
rial, just as they currently draw on 
Australian genetics without appar-
ent controversy. Diversifying supply 
away from a single, disease-vulnera-
ble regional source, South Africa, is 
sound risk management rather than 
reckless dependency by itself. Noth-
ing about engaging with American 
exporters is inherently improper, 
provided the terms of engagement 
are negotiated with full awareness of 
the risks outlined above, rather than 
accepted as an act of gratitude for 
American attention.
The distinction Namibia must hold 
onto is between prudent diversifica-
tion of genetic sources on Namibian 
terms, and uncritical absorption of 
American genetics, technology and, 
eventually, commercial dependency 
on American terms. The visit itself 
is not the danger. The danger lies 
in what Namibia signs, adopts and 
allows to displace, without ade-
quate deliberation, in the weeks and 
months that follow a friendly hand-
shake in Windhoek.
It is also worth stating plainly that 
scepticism toward Washington 
should not translate into naive faith 
in any alternative supplier either. 
Australian and Brazilian genetics 
carry their own commercial inter-
ests and their own adaptation ques-
tions, even if the political weight 
behind them differs from that of 
the United States. The argument 
advanced here is not that Namibia 
should prefer one foreign supplier 
over another out of reflexive sus-
picion of America specifically. It is 
that Namibia should approach ev-
ery foreign genetics relationship, 
regardless of origin, with the same 
rigorous, self-interested scrutiny 
that any nation guarding a strategic 
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resource would apply.

BEFORE NAMIBIA FALLS INTO 
THE DEN: A PATH OF GUARDED 
ENGAGEMENT

Namibia can engage constructively 
with American livestock genetics ex-
porters while protecting long-term 
agricultural sovereignty, provided 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Water 
and Land Reform, the Livestock 
and Livestock Products Board, and 
the Namibia Stud Breeders Associ-
ation approach the relationship with 
considerably more caution than the 
celebratory tone of the current visit 
suggests. Several concrete steps de-
serve consideration.
First, Namibia should establish and 
adequately fund a national livestock 
gene bank, preserving semen, em-
bryos and genetic material from 
indigenous Sanga and other locally 
adapted breeds before any further 
expansion of exotic genetics into the 
commercial herd. A country cannot 
negotiate from a position of strength 
with a genetics exporter if it has al-
ready allowed its own indigenous 
genetic baseline to erode past the 
point of practical recovery. Region-
al research institutions, including 
the University of Namibia and the 
Namibia University of Science and 
Technology, together with continen-

tal bodies such as the Pan African 
Veterinary Vaccine Centre of the 
African Union, offer partners for 
such an initiative that do not carry 
the commercial motive of an export 
promotion body.
Second, any agreement permitting 
the import of American semen or 
embryos should include explicit 
clauses for technology transfer and 
local capacity building, rather than 
a simple commercial purchase ar-
rangement. Namibian veterinary 
and animal science institutions 
should insist on training in genom-
ic selection, embryo transfer and 
breeding programme design as a 
condition of market entry, so that 
Namibian breeders build durable 
domestic capability rather than a 
permanent purchasing relationship 
with American suppliers.
Third, Namibia should diversify ge-
netic sourcing deliberately, rather 
than allowing convenience to con-
centrate dependency in one sup-
plier. Brazil, with its own strong 
Sanga and Zebu-derived breeding 
programmes suited to tropical and 
semi-arid conditions, and other 
Southern Hemisphere producers 
with climates closer to Namibian 
conditions than the American Mid-
west, deserve equal or greater atten-
tion from Namibian breeders than 
American genetics selected primar-
ily for temperate, intensively man-
aged production systems.
Fourth, before any large-scale adop-
tion of American genetics, the Di-
rectorate of Veterinary Services 
should commission an independent 

scientific assessment of the adap-
tive fit between imported genetic 
lines and Namibian environmental 
and disease conditions, rather than 
relying on marketing material sup-
plied by exporters with an obvious 
commercial interest in a favourable 
outcome. The Burkina Faso cotton 
experience shows precisely what 
happens when adoption outpaces 
independent verification.
Fifth, Namibian negotiators should 
insist on transparent, published 
terms for any intellectual property, 
registration fee or royalty arrange-
ment attached to imported genetics, 
and should reject open-ended com-
mercial dependency structures in 
favour of clearly bounded, time-lim-
ited licensing terms that Namibian 
breeders can eventually exit without 
financial or technical penalty.
Sixth, Namibia should require that 
any American genetics initiative be 
matched by reciprocal support for 
domestic breeding infrastructure, 
including artificial insemination 
centres, embryo transfer laborato-
ries and veterinary diagnostic ca-
pacity within Namibia itself, rather 
than allowing all critical infrastruc-
ture to remain located in the United 
States. A partnership that leaves Na-
mibia permanently reliant on exter-
nal laboratories for basic reproduc-
tive technology is not a partnership 
in any meaningful sense.
Seventh, and most broadly, Namibia 
should situate this bilateral engage-
ment within regional cooperation 
rather than treating it as a purely 
national matter. The Southern Afri-

can Development Community and 
the African Continental Free Trade 
Area both offer frameworks through 
which Namibia, together with 
neighbouring states equally exposed 
to the foot-and-mouth crisis in 
South Africa, could negotiate collec-
tively with American exporters, se-
curing better terms than any single 
small market could achieve alone. 
A fragmented, country-by-country 
approach to American agricultural 
diplomacy across the continent has 
historically served Washington con-
siderably better than it has served 
African producers.
Finally, Namibian officials should 
learn the specific lesson of the beef 
trade experience directly. Before cel-
ebrating any new agreement in the 
language used to describe the 2016 
beef access breakthrough, Namibia 
should demand concrete, measur-
able commitments, rather than as-
pirational figures about market size 
and growth projections that, as the 
beef trade demonstrated, may nev-
er materialise. Diplomatic warmth 
is not a substitute for enforceable 
terms.

CONCLUSION

Namibia has genuine and immedi-
ate reasons to seek reliable access 
to quality livestock genetics while 
the South African market remains 
closed by disease. That need is real, 
and American exporters may well 
have something legitimate to offer 
toward meeting it. The recent his-
tory of Namibia with the United 

States, however, from a beef trade 
agreement that produced eighteen 
years of negotiation and two ship-
ments of practical consequence, to 
a trade preference programme now 
openly wielded as reciprocity lever-
age, counsels considerable caution 
rather than uncomplicated enthusi-
asm.
The wider African and global record 
adds weight to that caution. Genetic 
dependency, once established in a 
national herd or a national seed sys-
tem, does not reverse easily or cheap-
ly, as the cotton farmers of Burkina 
Faso discovered at considerable 
cost. Namibia holds one advantage 
that earlier cautionary cases did not: 
the opportunity to see the pattern 
clearly before repeating it, rather 
than after. A country that guards 
genetic sovereignty as carefully as 
it guards its land and its minerals 
will engage with Washington as an 
equal negotiating partner. A country 
that mistakes commercial courtship 
for cooperation risks discovering, a 
decade from now, that it has quietly 
traded the biological foundation of 
its livestock industry for a promise 
that, like the beef exports of 2020, 
was always going to matter more in 
the telling from Washington than in 
Namibian pastures.
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Mikel Arteta has offered 
Arsenal supporters a signif-
icant boost by confirming 
his desire to remain at the 
club, raising expectations 
that a new contract is on the 
horizon as the Spanish man-
ager continues to anchor the 
Gunners’ long-term ambi-
tions.
“I don’t have to worry about 
any of that because I want to 
be here. I’m extremely hap-
py, I want to stay at Arsenal 
for sure,” Arteta said, putting 
to rest — at least for now — 
speculation about his future 
at the Emirates Stadium.
The 44-year-old added that 
a formal agreement would 
be sorted when the time was 
right. “Whenever we have 
the possibility, we will re-
solve that,” he said.
Those two sentences, brief as 
they were, carried consider-
able weight. For a club that 
has spent much of the past 
two decades lurching be-
tween false dawns and pain-
ful near-misses, the prospect 
of continuity at the top has 
become almost as prized 
as silverware itself. Arteta’s 
words landed exactly as Ar-
senal’s faithful needed them 
to.
Since taking charge in De-
cember 2019, Arteta has 
overseen one of English 
football’s most compelling 
turnarounds. He inherited 
a club that had lost its way 
— drifting in the middle of 
the Premier League table, 
uncertain of its identity and 
disconnected from the stan-
dards that once made it one 
of the continent’s elite. What 
he has built in the years 
since is a team that not only 
competes but believes.
Under his stewardship, Ar-
senal have developed into 
genuine and consistent 
Premier League title con-
tenders. Back-to-back sec-
ond-place finishes demon-
strated that the Gunners 
are no longer making up 
the numbers at the top of 
the table. They have pushed 
Manchester City to the lim-
it, tested the very best sides 
in Europe and done so with 
a brand of football that is 
recognisable, energetic and 
deeply purposeful.
Much of that progress has 

been underpinned by Arte-
ta’s commitment to devel-
oping young talent. Players 
such as Bukayo Saka, Ga-
briel Martinelli and Martin 
Ødegaard have flourished 
under his guidance, while 
the club has also invested 
shrewdly in experienced 
signings capable of raising 
standards across the dress-
ing room. The result is a 
squad with a healthy blend 
of youthful hunger and sea-
soned quality — precisely 
the combination required to 
sustain a title challenge over 
the long haul.
Arteta’s relationship with 
the club’s leadership ap-
pears equally solid. “I feel 
very grateful to work with 
the people that I work with,” 
he said — words that car-
ry more significance than 
they might first appear. In 
football, the relationship 
between a manager and the 
board is often the invisible 
force that either accelerates 
progress or quietly corrodes 
it. At Arsenal, that relation-
ship appears to be a genuine 
strength.
Sporting director Edu Gas-
par’s departure last year 
raised questions about 
whether the structural foun-
dations Arteta had helped 
build would remain intact. 
The club moved quickly to 
bring in fresh leadership 
above him, and by all ac-
counts the working environ-
ment has remained stable. 
Arteta’s comments reinforce 
that picture.
For supporters, the reas-
surance matters enormous-
ly. Expectations have risen 
sharply at the Emirates in 
recent seasons, and the fan-
base is no longer content 
with progress alone — they 
want trophies. A long-term 
commitment from Arte-
ta would allow the club to 
press forward without the 
disruption and regression 
that managerial uncertain-
ty so often brings. History 
offers plenty of cautionary 
tales of clubs that disman-
tled winning setups prema-
turely, only to spend years 
trying to recapture what 
they had lost.
A new deal would also send 
a clear signal of the board’s 

continued confidence in Ar-
teta’s vision. Contract exten-
sions in football are rarely 
just financial arrangements. 
They are statements of in-
tent — a shared declaration 
between a manager and a 
club that the project is worth 
seeing through to its conclu-
sion.
Arteta has already deliv-
ered silverware since taking 
charge, guiding Arsenal to 
the FA Cup in 2020 and the 
Community Shield in 2023. 
But the hunger for further 
trophies — particularly the 
Premier League title and a 
sustained run in the Cham-
pions League — remains the 
driving force behind every-
thing the club is building. 
His challenge now is to con-

vert Arsenal’s undeniable 
momentum into the kind of 
sustained, trophy-winning 
success that defines truly 
great managerial tenures.
The Premier League title re-
mains the ultimate domes-
tic prize, and Arsenal have 
come closer to it in recent 
years than at any point since 
the Invincibles era. Europe, 
too, is a frontier the club is 
determined to conquer. Ar-
teta’s continued presence 
gives Arsenal the best possi-
ble platform from which to 
pursue both.
With a committed manager, 
a maturing squad, intelli-
gent recruitment and a clear 
footballing identity that has 
been years in the making, 
the Gunners’ story under 

Arteta looks far from its fi-
nal chapter. If anything, the 
most exciting passages may 
still lie ahead.
As the manager himself has 
made plain: he wants to be 
here. For Arsenal, that is the 
foundation everything else 
is built on.

Worth
Noting:

•	 Since taking 
charge in December 2019, 
Arteta has overseen one 
of English football’s most 
compelling turnarounds. 
He inherited a club that 
had lost its way — drift-
ing in the middle of the 
Premier League table, un-
certain of its identity and 
disconnected from the 
standards that once made 
it one of the continent’s 
elite. What he has built in 
the years since is a team 
that not only competes 
but believes.
•	 Under his steward-
ship, Arsenal have devel-
oped into genuine and 
consistent Premier League 
title contenders. Back-to-
back second-place finishes 
demonstrated that the 
Gunners are no longer 
making up the numbers at 
the top of the table. They 
have pushed Manchester 
City to the limit, tested 
the very best sides in 
Europe and done so with 
a brand of football that 
is recognisable, energetic 
and deeply purposeful.

Mikel Arteta

By: Pascal Okoth
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