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Removing Tata Chemicals is the easy part — the harder ques-
tion is what Kenya intends to build in its place

Tata Chemicals

Magadi was never just about soda ash:
Kenya’s new fight for its natural wealth

By: Levis Wangamati

For more than a century,
something valuable has been
sitting in Kenya’s soil while
the country has struggled to
turn that value into broad-
based industrial wealth. The
story of Lake Magadi — its
ancient alkaline waters, its
vast deposits of trona and
the long succession of ex-
traction arrangements that
have governed them — is, in
miniature, the story of Kenya’s
complicated relationship with
its own natural endowment.
Now, with President William
Ruto’s decision to push Tata
Chemicals out of its Magadi
soda ash operations and his
announcement that the min-
ing contract will be opened
to fresh competition, that old
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story has reached a new and
potentially decisive chapter.
What Kenya does with it will
reveal more about the coun-
try’s economic ambitions
than any policy document or
development plan ever could.
The question is no longer
simply whether Tata Chem-
icals should stay or go. That
particular argument, charged
as it has become, is in many
ways the less important one.
The more consequential
question is what Kenya in-
tends to do with the oppor-
tunity created by the com-
pany’s departure. If a new
investor arrives, extracts the
same mineral, ships it out in
largely the same unprocessed
form and leaves Kenya argu-
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Music hub to transform Kadoma youth

Drug and substance abuse continues
to strip young people of their futures
across the world. From opioids and
alcohol in wealthier nations to crys-
tal meth, marijuana and codeine
across Africa, millions of youths are
caught in cycles of addiction, unem-
ployment and despair. The United

Nations estimates that more than
296 million people globally used
drugs in 2023, with young people
aged between 15 and 24 the most se-
verely affected.

In Zimbabwe, the crisis is felt in
towns and cities alike. Idleness,
peer pressure and a shortage of rec-

reational facilities have left many
youths exposed to substance abuse,
crime and deteriorating mental
health. Community leaders and so-
cial development experts broadly
agree that prevention through skills
training, sport, music and mentor-
ship offers one of the most effective

responses.
It is against that backdrop that a
Kadoma-based music production
company has moved to act. Skinner
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Rising insecurity requires professional attention,

By: Collins Kibet
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. Security cannot be
reduced to rhetoric. Itisa
professional responsibility
that demands competent
institutions, reliable intel-
ligence, properly equipped
personnel and a justice sys-
tem capable of responding
swiftly and fairly. The great-
est threat to public safety

is not only the criminal
operating in the shadows. It
is equally the possibility that
political noise could dis-
tract the state from its most
fundamental obligation: the
protection of life and prop-
erty.

. The consequences of
failing that obligation ripple
outward in ways that statis-
tics rarely capture. When a
trader closes early because
the streets feel unsafe, when
parents calculate the risks
of letting children travel
after dark, when communi-
ties quietly lose confidence
in the agencies meant to
protect them — the dam-
age extends far beyond
individual incidents. Inse-
curity disrupts livelihoods,
discourages investment,
undermines education and
deepens economic hardship
for people who are already
carrying more than enough.

not political theatre

Kenya is confronting an in-
creasingly uncomfortable
security reality. From ur-
ban centres to rural com-
munities, fear is quietly
becoming part of everyday
life. Reports of robberies,
violent crime, banditry and
unexplained disappearanc-
es continue to raise serious
questions about the coun-
try’s capacity to protect
its citizens — and about
whether those entrusted
with answering that ques-
tion are asking it honestly.
Yet whenever insecurity
dominates public debate,
the conversation too of-
ten collapses into political
accusations, blame games
and competing narratives
carefully constructed for
electoral advantage. That
approach does not make
anyone safer. It obscures
the real issue, which is the
safety of ordinary Kenyans
who have no interest in who
scores the political point,
only in whether they can
walk home without fear.
Security cannot be reduced
to rhetoric. It is a profes-
sional responsibility that
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Kenya is confronting an increasingly uncomfortable security reality

demands competent insti-
tutions, reliable intelligence,
properly equipped person-
nel and a justice system ca-
pable of responding swift-
ly and fairly. The greatest
threat to public safety is not
only the criminal operating
in the shadows. It is equally
the possibility that politi-
cal noise could distract the
state from its most funda-
mental obligation: the pro-
tection of life and property.
The consequences of fail-
ing that obligation ripple
outward in ways that statis-
tics rarely capture. When a
trader closes early because
the streets feel unsafe, when
parents calculate the risks
of letting children travel
after dark, when communi-
ties quietly lose confidence
in the agencies meant to
protect them — the dam-
age extends far beyond
individual incidents. Inse-
curity disrupts livelihoods,
discourages investment,
undermines education and
deepens economic hardship
for people who are already
carrying more than enough.
Kenya must move deliber-
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ately from reactive security
management towards a pre-
ventive, intelligence-driven
approach that anticipates
threats rather than merely
responding to them after
harm has been done. Au-
thorities need to strengthen
intelligence gathering, in-
vest in community policing,
tighten border surveillance,
build investigative capac-
ity and develop rapid-re-
sponse mechanisms that
actually function when they
are needed. Security offi-
cers must receive adequate
training, proper equipment
and genuine institutional
support. An officer who is
poorly equipped, inade-
quately trained and unsup-
ported cannot be expected
to deliver professional re-
sults, and blaming them for
systemic fajlures that begin
far above their rank is nei-
ther fair nor productive.

Professionalism, however,
must be inseparable from
accountability. A secure
Kenya cannot be built on
tolerating abuses of pow-
er. The fight against crime
must operate within the
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Constitution, respect hu-
man dignity and honour
the rule of law — not as an
inconvenient constraint,
but as the very foundation
of legitimate authority. Cit-
izens should be protected
from criminals without be-
coming victims of unlawful
state action. When security
forces operate outside the
law, they do not supplement
justice. They erode the pub-
lic trust that effective polic-
ing depends upon.

Political leaders carry their
own responsibility here,
and it is one that too many
have been willing to abdi-
cate. Insecurity must not
become a weapon for po-
litical mobilisation. Crime
does not belong to one
political party, one ethnic
community or one region of
the country. It is a nation-
al problem that demands
a national response, and
security cannot be selec-
tively discussed depending
on who currently occupies
the offices responsible for it.
Leaders who raise the alarm
loudly in opposition and fall
silent in government — or

vice versa — are not con-
tributing to solutions. They
are contributing to the cyn-
icism that makes solutions
harder to achieve.

Citizens, too, have a role
that cannot be outsourced.
Communities that cooper-
ate with security agencies,
share credible information
and resist the pull of mob
justice and vigilantism
make the work of profes-
sional policing more effec-
tive. The frustration that
drives people towards tak-
ing the law into their own
hands is understandable —
institutions that move slow-
ly and deliver justice incon-
sistently test the patience of
even the most law-abiding
communities. But vigilan-
tism does not resolve that
frustration. It creates anoth-
er cycle of violence, another
set of victims and another
layer of insecurity that the
state must then manage on
top of everything else.

The question Kenya should
be asking is not who can
speak most forcefully about
insecurity, but who is gen-
uinely prepared to address
it — professionally, consis-
tently and without regard
for whether the victims or
perpetrators are politically
convenient.

The country does not need
more theatre. It needs
stronger institutions, cred-
ible investigations, effective
policing, impartial justice
and leadership that places
the safety of citizens de-
monstrably above political
convenience.

Because when Kenyans be-
come afraid to walk freely,
conduct business, travel at
night or express themselves
without looking over their
shoulders, insecurity ceas-
es to be merely a policing
problem. It becomes a test
of whether the state is able
and willing to honour the
most basic promise it makes
to the people who live with-
in it.
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Microsoft appoints Angela Nganga as East Africa
country lead

The Nairobi-based executive brings over two decades of technology and policy experience to one of the
company’s most strategically important regional roles

By: Diaspora Times Team
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Worth
Noting:

. Nganga, who is based
in Nairobi, will oversee Micro-
soft’s engagements across the
region with a focus on digi-

tal transformation, artificial
intelligence, skills development
and partnerships with govern-
ments, businesses and startups.
The appointment signals the
company’s intent to deepen its
presence in a region that has
emerged as one of Africa’s most
active technology and innova-
tion hubs.

. “I am delighted to lead
Microsoft’s work in East Africa
as the region strengthens its
position as an innovation and
AT hub,” Nganga said, add-

ing that her priorities would
include building AI skills and
workforce readiness while
helping East African compa-
nies become producers — not
merely consumers — of arti-
ficial intelligence technology.
The distinction is a meaningful
one in a continent where much
of the technology shaping daily
life is still designed and built
elsewhere.

Microsoft has appointed
Angela Nganga as its Coun-
try Lead for East Africa,
placing one of its most expe-
rienced regional executives
at the helm of the company’s
operations across Kenya and
the wider East African mar-
ket.

Nganga, who is based in
Nairobi, will oversee Mic-
rosofts engagements across
the region with a focus on
digital transformation, ar-
tificial  intelligence, skills
development and partner-
ships with governments,
businesses and startups.
The appointment signals the
company’s intent to deepen

Angela Nganga/courtesy

its presence in a region that
has emerged as one of Afri-
ca’s most active technology
and innovation hubs.

“I am delighted to lead Mi-
crosoft’s work in East Africa
as the region strengthens its
position as an innovation
and AI hub” Nganga said,
adding that her priorities
would include building Al
skills and workforce read-
iness while helping East
African companies become
producers — not merely
consumers — of artificial
intelligence technology. The
distinction is a meaningful
one in a continent where
much of the technology

shaping daily life is still de-
signed and built elsewhere.

Nganga is not new to the
company or the region. She
joined Microsoft in 2012
and has held a succession of
senior roles that have taken
her across Africa and the
broader Middle East and
Africa territory. She served
as Regional Director of
Customer Success for East
and West Africa, Director
of Corporate Affairs for the
Middle East and Africa, and
Education Industry Direc-
tor for Africa — a portfolio
that spans the commercial,
institutional and policy di-
mensions of technology de-

ployment at scale.

Before joining Microsoft,
she built her career at the
intersection of technology,
public affairs and policy,
holding senior roles at Tel-
kom Kenya and AAR Health
Services. That background,
spanning more than 20 years
across technology, telecom-
munications, healthcare
and public policy, gives her
an unusually broad vantage
point from which to navi-
gate the complex relation-
ships between the private
sector, governments and the
communities that technolo-
gy is meant to serve.

The appointment comes at a

pivotal moment for the re-
gion. Kenya in particular has
positioned itself as a gateway
for technology investment
in sub-Saharan Africa, with
a growing startup ecosys-
tem, an expanding pool of
technical talent and increas-
ing government attention
to digital infrastructure and
Al readiness. Microsoft has
been an active participant
in that environment, but the
scale of ambition now at-
tached to Al across both the
public and private sectors
demands a level of strategic
engagement that goes well
beyond product sales.
Nganga’s mandate — to
work with governments,
businesses and startups to
expand Al skills and help lo-
cal companies develop their
own Al solutions — reflects
that shift. The goal is not
simply to sell cloud services
or software licences. It is to
help build the conditions
under which East African
organisations can shape Al
outcomes rather than simply
adopt them.

Whether that ambition
translates into measurable
change will depend on exe-
cution. But in Nganga, Mic-
rosoft has chosen someone
who has spent more than a
decade learning how the re-
gion works from the inside.
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The Impact of Interaction with Artificial Intelligence on the
Psychology of Children and Adolescents: Psychological Risks
and Opportunities of Virtual Companions
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Abstract.

This article discusses the rapid inte-
gration of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
technologies into the lives of chil-
dren and adolescents and its dual
impact on their psychological devel-
opment. While virtual companions
create unprecedented opportunities
for personalizing the educational
process, developing social skills, and
providing emotional support, the
psychological risks of interacting
with these technologies—including
lack of empathy, technological de-
pendence, and information securi-
ty issues—can negatively affect the
mental health and social adaptation
of the younger generation. The arti-
cle analyzes the positive role of Al-
based virtual companions in cogni-
tive development, motivation, and
academic performance, while also
examining their potential for emo-
tional support in reducing stress and
anxiety. Furthermore, serious risks
such as over-reliance on Al, absence
of human empathy, and personal
data security are thoroughly ana-
lyzed.

Keywords: artificial intelligence, vir-

tual companions, child psychology,
adolescent psychology, psycholog-
ical risks, psychological opportuni-
ties, digital development, technolog-
ical dependence.

Introduction

The rapid development of Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI) technologies
and their deep integration into dai-
ly life—especially into the world of
children and adolescents—remains
a pressing topic for modern psycho-
logical research. Virtual compan-
ions, namely Al-based conversa-
tional agents, create unprecedented
opportunities for the younger gen-
eration to learn, develop social skills,
and even receive emotional support.
For instance, Al systems can person-
alize learning, stimulate childrens
interests, and help them master
complex concepts. However, there
are also psychological risks and neg-
ative consequences associated with
interacting with these technologies,
which can significantly affect the
mental health, social development,
and moral values of children and
adolescents. Issues such as over-re-
liance on Al, a lack of human em-
pathy and face-to-face interaction,
and personal data security require
serious attention. Understanding
the balance between these dual im-
pacts—opportunities and risks—is
essential to ensuring the healthy
development of the younger genera-
tion in a digital environment.

Main Body

The impact of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) technologies on child and ad-
olescent psychology is complex and
multifaceted, opening doors to new
opportunities while carrying serious
risks. This section provides a de-
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tailed analysis of the positive effects
of virtual companions and AI tools
on youth development, highlighting
their role in enhancing educational,
social, and emotional capacity. Ad-
ditionally, the psychological risks
of interacting with these technol-
ogies—including lack of empathy,
technological dependence, data se-
curity, and ethical dilemmas—are
thoroughly examined. The goal is
to comprehensively evaluate the ef-
fect of Al interaction on the mental
health, social adaptation, and moral
values of children and adolescents
[4].

Al-based virtual companions and
educational platforms can play a key
role in the cognitive development
of children and adolescents. Al sys-
tems allow for the personalization
of the learning process, adapting to
the individual needs and learning
pace of each child. For example, AI-
based adaptive learning programs
present materials tailored to a child’s
knowledge level and interests, mak-
ing complex concepts easier to un-
derstand. This approach boosts
learning motivation and improves
academic performance. Young chil-
dren may perceive Al-based devices
intuitively as living entities, which
positively influences their imagina-
tion, speech, and logical thinking.
Al games, educational software, and
robots in early childhood education
help enhance language skills, form
mathematical concepts, and foster
an interest in the arts [3].

Virtual companions also offer un-
precedented  opportunities  for
emotional support. Al chatbots can
serve as effective tools for coping
with stress, anxiety, and feelings of
loneliness, particularly during ad-
olescence. These virtual assistants

HISSY BOSHQRUV VA IDENTITIK:
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create a personal, convenient, and
confidential communication en-
vironment, allowing teenagers to
speak openly about their problems.
This is especially vital for users who
are hesitant to seek professional
psychological help or have limit-
ed access to it. For example, chat-
bots based on Cognitive Behavioral
Therapy (CBT), such as Woebot, an-
alyze emotional states through text
and offer guidance, gaining popu-
larity among youth. Applications
like Replika, which act as artificial
friends, assess mental states through
conversation and offer emotional
support via motivational and com-
forting responses. Such systems can
aid adolescents in developing emo-
tional intelligence and managing
their emotions.

Al technologies also open new av-
enues for developing social skills.
Certain virtual companions allow
children to simulate social situa-
tions, learn rules of interaction, and
practice empathy. This can be espe-
cially beneficial for children with
social anxiety or autism spectrum
disorders, as they can explore social
interactions within a safe, controlled
environment. Furthermore, Al sys-
tems can help identify dangerous
situations early. In some schools
(for instance, in China), Al systems
monitor students’ attention levels,
fatigue, and stress in real-time, al-
lowing teachers to detect negative
changes in a student’s psychological
state early and take appropriate ac-
tion [1]. Early detection capabilities
and rapid analysis play a crucial role
in protecting the mental health of
children and teens.

In addition, AI technologies func-
tion as interactive tools that help
children and adolescents acquire

new knowledge and skills. They can
present information across various
disciplines in an engaging, accessible
format, provide step-by-step guid-
ance for complex problem-solving,
and stimulate creative thinking. Al-
based games and applications help
improve problem-solving abilities,
critical thinking, and digital litera-
cy—preparing youth for the future
digital society. Virtual companions
also assist children in self-expres-
sion, forming independent opin-
ions, and refining communication
skills by offering opportunities to
ask questions, engage in discussions,
and explore diverse topics.
Alongside the positive aspects of
interacting with Al, there are sig-
nificant psychological risks that can
negatively affect child and adoles-
cent development. These risks pri-
marily stem from the unique nature
of human interaction and the in-
herent limitations of AL One of the
primary risks is the lack of empathy
and genuine human connection. Al
systems cannot deeply feel human
emotions or respond to them au-
thentically. While virtual compan-
ions can simulate empathy, they can-
not build real emotional bonds. For
children and adolescents, emotional
connection, understanding, and
support are integral components
of human relationships. Excessive
interaction with AI may hinder the
development of empathy skills in
children, weakening their ability to
understand and adapt to the feel-
ings of others, potentially leading to
weakened real-life connections and
social isolation.

---------------------------------
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Another serious risk is technologi-
cal dependence and misplaced trust
in artificial intelligence. Children
and adolescents may become over-
ly attached to Al, viewing virtual
companions as substitutes for real
friends or advisors. This shift can
lead to withdrawal from real-world
social relationships and a decline in
social skills [5]. Excessive reliance
on Al can be particularly dangerous
regarding mental health; users may
depend entirely on Al and delay or
forgo professional psychological as-
sistance. Furthermore, Al systems
carry the risk of drawing incorrect
conclusions or offering inappropri-
ate advice when handling complex
psychological conditions or incom-
plete information, which can severe-
ly impact a young person’s mental
well-being.

Information security and confiden-
tiality are also key psychological
risks in Al interaction. During con-
versations with virtual companions,
children and adolescents may share
sensitive personal details. Misuse,
unauthorized sharing, or theft of
this data through cyberattacks pos-
es severe risks. Without proper
data protection, youth face risks of
privacy violations, cyberbullying,
or other negative consequences.
Moreover, Al technologies can be
exploited for information manipula-
tion, altering children’s worldviews,
moral values, and decision-making
processes. High trust in AI directly
impacts children’s thinking, as they
may view Al as a “magical” or infal-

lible source of truth [3].

The influence of AI on the moral
development of children and ado-
lescents warrants special attention.
The information and moral norms
presented through virtual compan-
ions play a key role in shaping their
value systems. If Al systems pro-
mote flawed or controversial moral
principles, it can negatively warp
young people’s moral frameworks.
It is essential to cultivate a conscious
and critical attitude toward technol-
ogy in children, explaining that AI
is merely a human-directed tool and
that human values remain supreme.
Otherwise, children may view Al as
an absolute authority or source of
ultimate truth, losing their critical
thinking skills—which undermines
their ability to make independent
decisions and resolve ethical dilem-
mas.

A further psychological risk of in-
teracting with virtual companions
is the tendency to oversimplify com-
plex human relationships. AI sys-
tems cannot fully grasp the subtle
nuances of human communication,
such as facial expressions, body lan-
guage, and tone of voice. This lim-
itation may weaken a child’s ability
to read and adapt to subtle cues in
real-world interactions. As a result,
children and adolescents may feel
uncomfortable in real social set-
tings and tend to avoid face-to-face
contact [7]. Additionally, Al agents
sometimes generate inaccurate or
misleading information, leading
children to form misconceptions or
distort reality—an issue that poses
serious problems, particularly re-
garding scientific or historical facts.
Suggestions and Recommendations
Given the rapid advancement of
Artificial Intelligence technologies,
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there is an urgent need to contin-
uously monitor and assess their
impact on child and adolescent
psychology. To leverage the oppor-
tunities offered by virtual compan-
ions while minimizing potential
harm, a comprehensive approach
is required. This approach must
encompass not only technological
solutions, but also pedagogical, psy-
chological, and ethical standards.

Collaboration among parents, edu-
cators, developers, and policymak-
ers is vital to ensuring safe, healthy
development for youth in digital
environments. Every aspect of Al
interaction should be thoroughly
analyzed regarding its influence on
cognitive, emotional, social, and
moral growth. Only through this
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collective effort can we properly de-
fine the role of Al in the lives of chil-
dren and adolescents, maximizing
its positive potential while effective-
ly managing associated risks.
Conclusion

Artificial Intelligence offers un-
precedented opportunities in per-
sonalized education, cognitive de-
velopment, and emotional support,
fostering language acquisition and
logical thinking. However, inter-
action with virtual companions
also carries serious psychological
risks, including a lack of empathy,
technological dependence, social
isolation, and information securi-
ty vulnerabilities. Forming a con-
scious, critical attitude toward Al
in children—emphasizing that AI

GENERATIVE DESIGN & SUSTAINABILITY:

Integrating sustainable materials in product development

FABRICATION STUDIO: SUSTAINABLE PRODUCT INNOVATION
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is merely a human-controlled tool
and that human values must take
precedence—is essential. Parents,
educators, and policymakers must
remain vigilant, advocating for ethi-
cally grounded approaches to ensure
responsible and safe AI usage. This
will safeguard the healthy develop-
ment of the younger generation in
the digital environment and build
a solid foundation for their future
prospects.

Gulchekhrakhon Abdurasuljon qizi
Umrzaqova

4th-year student of the Psychology
program, Faculty of Social Sciences,
Alfraganus University
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Take ownership: The mindset that separates

successful learners from the rest

Blaming teachers, exams and circumstances is easy — but the students who
truly succeed have learned to look inward ﬁrst

By: Ashford Kimani
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. Walk into any
classroom and you will find
students navigating vastly
different realities. Some
come from financially stable
homes where textbooks

are plentiful and parents
follow up on homework
each evening. Others study
by candlelight in cramped
conditions, with little adult
guidance and basic mate-
rials that are hard to come
by. Yet history repeatedly
demonstrates that many of
the world’s most remark-
able achievers emerged not
from comfort and privilege
but from genuine hard-
ship. Their secret was never
perfect circumstances. It was
personal responsibility.

. Owning one’s edu-
cation begins with an honest
acceptance that learning

is, at its core, the learner’s
responsibility. Teachers fa-
cilitate. Parents encourage.
Schools provide whatever
resources they can. But no
teacher, however gifted, can
learn on behalf of a student.
The decision to pay atten-
tion during a lesson, com-
plete assignments with care,
revise consistently across
the term, and ask questions
when a concept remains
unclear — that decision
ultimately belongs to the
learner and no one else.

A timeless Roman proverb
declares: “Non ducor, duco”
— I am not led, I lead. The
message behind this ancient
wisdom is deceptively sim-
ple yet genuinely transfor-
mative: those who succeed
in life accept responsibility
for their choices rather than
surrendering to circum-
stances. True and lasting
success begins the moment
a person recognises that
they are the captain of their
own destiny, not a passenger
carried along by the currents
of luck and blame.

For learners, this proverb
carries particular weight.
In today’s competitive ac-
ademic environment, it is
remarkably easy to point
fingers at difficult teachers,
demanding examinations,
inadequate resources or
family challenges whenev-
er results disappoint. And
while these factors can
genuinely influence learn-
ing outcomes, they should
never be allowed to hard-
en into permanent excus-
es for underperformance.
Outstanding learners un-
derstand something that
their struggling peers often
miss: although they cannot
control every circumstance
that surrounds them, they
can always control their at-
titude, their effort and their
response to whatever comes
their way.

Walk into any classroom
and you will find students
navigating vastly different
realities. Some come from
financially ~stable homes
where textbooks are plen-
tiful and parents follow up
on homework each evening.
Others study by candlelight
in cramped conditions, with
little adult guidance and ba-
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The mindset that separates successful learners from the rest

sic materials that are hard
to come by. Yet history re-
peatedly demonstrates that
many of the world’s most re-
markable achievers emerged
not from comfort and privi-
lege but from genuine hard-
ship. Their secret was never
perfect circumstances. It
was personal responsibility.
Owning one’s education be-
gins with an honest accep-
tance that learning is, at its
core, the learner’s respon-
sibility. Teachers facilitate.
Parents encourage. Schools
provide whatever resourc-
es they can. But no teacher,
however gifted, can learn on
behalf of a student. The deci-
sion to pay attention during
a lesson, complete assign-
ments with care, revise con-
sistently across the term,
and ask questions when a
concept remains unclear —
that decision ultimately be-
longs to the learner and no
one else.

Consider two students who
receive identical poor marks
in the same examination.
The first immediately blames
the teacher for setting un-
fair questions, insists that
luck was against them, and
moves on without reflection.
The second studies the re-
sults carefully, identifies the
weak areas, seeks help from
their teacher, and develops
a more targeted revision
strategy for the next paper.
Several months later, the
second student is recording
remarkable improvement.
The difference was not intel-
ligence or resources. It was
the decision to treat failure
as feedback rather than as a
permanent verdict.
Successful learners develop
what psychologists describe
as an internal locus of con-

trol — the deep conviction
that their actions signifi-
cantly influence their out-
comes. Rather than saying “I
failed because the paper was
hard,” they ask themselves:
“What can I do differently
before the next examina-
tion?” That shift in thinking,
subtle as it sounds, changes
everything. It moves energy
away from complaint and
towards solution.

Taking ownership also de-
mands discipline, and dis-
cipline is built through daily
habits rather than occasion-
al bursts of effort. Academ-
ic excellence rarely results
from frantic last-minute
cramming. It is construct-
ed slowly and steadily —
through attending lessons
on time, completing home-
work without being chased,
reading beyond classroom
notes, practising difficult
questions until they no lon-
ger feel difficult, and manag-
ing time with enough inten-
tionality to protect the hours
that matter. Every small
positive decision made con-
sistently across weeks and
months compounds, almost
invisibly, into impressive
achievement.

Ownership extends well be-
yond academics. Learners
who accept responsibility
also take charge of their be-
haviour, their friendships
and their relationship with
technology. They under-
stand, sometimes through
hard experience, that ex-
cessive time on social me-
dia, endless gaming and
constant entertainment can
silently consume the study
hours they can never re-
cover. Rather than blaming
distractions, they build rou-
tines that guard their learn-

ing time and honour their
own ambitions.

One of the most stubborn
barriers to ownership is
the culture of inherited ex-
cuses. Statements such as
“Mathematics is not my
subject,” “Our school never
performs well anyway, or
“People in my family were
never academic” function
like invisible chains. These
beliefs become self-fulfilling
prophecies because they dis-
courage genuine effort long
before a student has given
themselves a real chance.
The learner who has already
decided they cannot succeed
will rarely discover whether
they could.

Learners who embrace ac-
countability, by contrast, de-
velop resilience. They come
to understand that setbacks
are temporary conditions,
not permanent identities.
A poor grade is not a label
to carry forward — it is an
invitation to identify what
went wrong and correct it.
Every mistake points to an
area requiring more prac-
tice. Every challenge, if ap-
proached with honesty and
effort, carries within it the
seed of growth.

Teachers notice and respond
warmly to learners who take
responsibility. Such students
ask thoughtful questions,
admit confusion without
embarrassment, acknowl-
edge mistakes openly, and
bring genuine energy to
classroom participation.
They become partners in the
learning process rather than
passive recipients of what-
ever information lands in
front of them. Their attitude
frequently lifts the mood of
those around them.

Parents, too, have a vital role

to play — not by shielding
children from the conse-
quences of poor prepara-
tion, but by helping them
reflect honestly on their
study habits, their organisa-
tion and their commitment.
There is a meaningful dif-
ference between supporting
a child and excusing them.
The former builds capability.
The latter quietly erodes it.
The Roman proverb ulti-
mately reminds us that lead-
ership begins with leading
oneself. Every learner is, in
a real sense, the chief execu-
tive of their own education.
Success is not determined
solely by intelligence, wealth
or favourable circumstanc-
es. More often, it is shaped
by the daily decision to work
a little harder, remain dis-
ciplined through difficulty,
learn honestly from mis-
takes and persevere when
progress feels slow.

Winners are not people who
never encounter obstacles.
They are people who refuse
to hand over responsibility
for their future to those ob-
stacles.

For every learner who as-
pires to excellence, the chal-
lenge is straightforward:
stop asking who is respon-
sible for your failure and
start asking what you can
do today to become a better
student tomorrow. The mo-
ment that question replaces
the other one, genuine suc-
cess becomes not just possi-
ble but inevitable.
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Magadi was never just about soda ash:
Kenya’s new fight for its natural wealth

By: Levis Wangamati
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Contd from Page 1

Worth
Noting:

. That frustration
resonates with some-
thing real. Kenya has
spent decades talking
about industrialisation
while remaining trapped
at the lower end of the
value chain — growing
agricultural products and
exporting them before
adequate processing,
extracting minerals and
debating their benefits
only after they have left
the country, produc-

ing raw materials while
importing the finished
goods manufactured from
those very same resources

elsewhere. The result is an

economy that can possess
extraordinary natural
wealth without possessing
the industrial capacity

to transform that wealth
into lasting and widely
shared prosperity. Magadi
presents a particularly
striking illustration of
that failure, and Ruto is
not wrong to name it.

. Soda ash is not an
obscure mineral with lim-
ited relevance to modern
industry. Sodium carbon-
ate, which is derived from
the trona extracted at
Lake Magadi, is a signifi-
cant industrial input used
in glass manufacturing,
detergents, chemicals and
water treatment.

ing about the same struc-
tural problems two or three
decades from now, then
changing the company’s
name on the gate will have
achieved very little. Kenya
does not merely need a new
operator at Magadi. It needs
a fundamentally new eco-
nomic bargain — one built
not on the extraction of raw
materials but on the deliber-
ate construction of industri-
al value around them.

Ruto has made his position
plain. He argues that the
previous arrangement failed
to deliver sufficient econom-
ic value to Kajiado, particu-
larly through local manufac-
turing and job creation. He
announced that the Magadi
contract would be re-adver-
tised so that multiple com-
panies could compete, with
new arrangements expected
to prioritise local processing
over raw mineral exports.
“That Tata company has had
the contract for 100 years,
yet it has not built anything
in Kajiado,” the president
said at a rally in the coun-
ty. “It has not established a
factory here, and it has not
employed our people. The
other day, I told them to
pack their bags and leave”
Any incoming investor, he
added, would be required to
establish glass and chemical
manufacturing facilities in
Kajiado as a condition of the
new contract.

That frustration resonates
with something real. Kenya
has spent decades talking
about industrialisation
while remaining trapped at
the lower end of the value
chain — growing agricultur-
al products and exporting
them before adequate pro-
cessing, extracting minerals
and debating their benefits
only after they have left the
country, producing raw ma-
terials while importing the
finished goods manufac-
tured from those very same
resources elsewhere. The re-
sult is an economy that can
possess extraordinary natu-
ral wealth without possess-
ing the industrial capacity to
transform that wealth into
lasting and widely shared
prosperity. Magadi presents
a particularly striking illus-
tration of that failure, and
Ruto is not wrong to name
it.

Soda ash is not an obscure
mineral with limited rele-
vance to modern industry.
Sodium carbonate, which is
derived from the trona ex-
tracted at Lake Magadi, is a
significant industrial input
used in glass manufacturing,

detergents, chemicals and
water treatment. It sits at the
base of supply chains that
extend into construction,
packaging,  pharmaceuti-
cals and consumer goods.
The Magadi operation has
therefore always represent-
ed more than an extraction
business — it has been, po-
tentially, the first link in an
entire industrial chain. The
tragedy is not that Kenya al-
lowed a foreign company to
mine at Magadi. The trage-
dy is that Kenya repeatedly
allowed that first link to be
treated as the destination,
rather than as the starting
point of something larger.

This is why Ruto’s emphasis
on establishing glass and
chemical manufacturing fa-
cilities in Kajiado deserves
serious and sustained atten-
tion, not merely as political
rhetoric but as a genuine
economic proposition. If
implemented with disci-
pline and transparency, lo-
cal processing could create
a multiplier effect that trans-
forms the region. Instead of
Kenya earning only from the
raw mineral extracted from
the lake, businesses could
emerge around processing,
manufacturing, transport,
maintenance, engineering,
packaging and logistics.
Employment would not be
confined to a mine or a sin-
gle processing plant. It could
spread across an industrial
ecosystem — one that grad-
ually builds skills, attracts
investment in related sectors
and creates the kind of eco-

Lake Magadia

nomic density that eventu-
ally supports wider regional
development.

Former Cabinet secretary
Moses Kuria, who held the
Investments, Trade and In-
dustry docket in the previ-
ous administration, has been
among the most vocal sup-
porters of the government’s
position. He has pointed to
Indonesia as a model worth
studying carefully. Indone-
sia banned exports of raw
nickel and has since become
the world’s sixteenth largest
economy and the dominant
global producer of the min-
eral, accounting for 68 per
cent of global production.
The country’s decision to
force value addition domes-
tically attracted billions in
processing and manufac-
turing investment and cre-
ated industrial capacity that
would not otherwise have
existed. “Indonesia’s econ-
omy has ballooned because
they banned exports of raw
nickel,” Kuria said. “So far
our economy has survived
on what is above the surface.
To move forward, we must
focus on what lies below it
The Indonesian compari-
son is instructive but not
without its complications.
Indonesia is a country of
280 million people with a
large domestic market, deep
manufacturing  traditions
and considerable state ca-
pacity to enforce and man-
age complex industrial tran-
sitions. Kenya operates in a
different context — small-
er, more trade-dependent,

with institutions that have
historically struggled to en-
force complex contractual
arrangements consistently.
The lesson from Indonesia
is not that Kenya should
simply copy the policy. It is
that determined, strategic
resource nationalism, when
backed by credible institu-
tions and genuine indus-
trial planning, can produce
transformative results. The
question is whether Kenya
has the institutional depth
to execute the ambition.
That brings an uncomfort-
able truth to the surface.
Good economic nation-
alism is not simply about
telling foreign companies
to leave. It is about creating
conditions under which in-
vestment produces measur-
able national benefits while
remaining predictable,
transparent and attractive
to serious capital. If Kenya
wants investors to commit
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars to factories, processing
facilities and manufacturing
plants, it must also demon-
strate  convincingly that
contracts will be honoured,
regulations will be clear and
consistently applied, and
disputes will be resolved
through credible legal insti-
tutions rather than sudden
political declarations that
create uncertainty across the
entire investment environ-
ment.

That distinction matters es-
pecially here, because Tata
Chemicals has disputed
the governments charac-

terisation of its conduct.
The company has said it is
compliant with its regula-
tory requirements and has
expressed willingness to re-
solve the dispute through le-
gal and regulatory dialogue.
The government, mean-
while, has raised concerns
about the level of local in-
vestment and the economic
benefits flowing to Kajiado.
Both positions deserve scru-
tiny. The government must
explain precisely what obli-
gations were breached, what
evidence supports its posi-
tion and what legal frame-
work governs the transition
from one operator to the
next. The company must
equally be held accountable
for demonstrating what it
has genuinely contributed
to Kenya, to Kajiado and
to the communities living
alongside the lake over the
course of more than a cen-
tury of operations. National
interest should not mean ac-
cepting government claims
uncritically, just as foreign
investment should not mean
treating multinational cor-
porations as beyond legiti-
mate examination and ac-
countability.

There is also an uncom-
fortable historical question
that Kenya must confront
honestly: why did it take so
long? If the Magadi arrange-
ment truly failed to deliver
adequate local value addi-

Contd Page 11
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Worth
Noting:

. Former Cabinet
secretary Moses Kuria,
who held the Investments,
Trade and Industry dock-
et in the previous admin-
istration, has been among
the most vocal support-
ers of the government’s
position. He has pointed
to Indonesia as a model
worth studying carefully.
Indonesia banned exports
of raw nickel and has
since become the world’s
sixteenth largest economy
and the dominant global
producer of the mineral,
accounting for 68 per cent
of global production.

. The country’s
decision to force value
addition domestically
attracted billions in pro-
cessing and manufactur-
ing investment and creat-
ed industrial capacity that
would not otherwise have
existed. “Indonesia’s econ-
omy has ballooned be-
cause they banned exports
of raw nickel,” Kuria said.
“So far our economy has
survived on what is above
the surface. To move for-
ward, we must focus on
what lies below it.”

tion across its long history,
then successive Kenyan gov-
ernments — including those
that extended the lease long
after independence — can-
not simply remove them-
selves from responsibility
for that outcome. The cur-
rent administration inher-
ited the problem, but it did
not create the entire century
of arrangements and exten-
sions surrounding it. Kenya
has a tendency to discover
economic problems only
when they become polit-
ically convenient. A con-
tract can survive for years
without serious review. A
regulatory dispute can sim-
mer quietly without resolu-
tion. A community can raise
concerns without receiving
meaningful response. Then
political attention arrives
and the country suddenly
behaves as though the prob-
lem materialised yesterday,
conveniently absolved of
any institutional memory
that preceded the current
moment. That approach is
expensive, both financially
and reputationally. Gov-
ernments should negotiate
strong agreements from the
very beginning rather than
leaving future administra-
tions to inherit weak ones
and stage dramatic inter-
ventions as a substitute for
the careful governance that
should have prevented the
problem in the first place.

Magadi should therefore
become a permanent lesson
in how Kenya negotiates ev-
ery major natural-resource
agreement going forward,
not only the next one at
the lake. Any new contract
should contain clear, specif-
ic and enforceable require-
ments for local employment,
local procurement, environ-
mental protection, commu-
nity development contribu-
tions, tax compliance and
measurable value addition
targets. These should not
be vague aspirations buried
in ceremonial signing state-
ments. They should be bind-
ing obligations with defined
timelines, transparent mon-
itoring mechanisms and real
consequences for non-com-
pliance. If an investor prom-
ises a manufacturing plant,
Kenya should know precise-
ly when it will be commis-
sioned, how many people
it will employ at each stage,
what salary levels those em-
ployees will receive, what
proportion of inputs will be
sourced locally and what en-
vironmental standards will
govern operations through-

out the life of the contract.
Ambiguity in natural-re-
source agreements is not a
neutral condition. It is an
invitation to the kind of dis-
putes that have defined too
much of Kenyas resource
history.

The communities living
alongside natural resources
must also have a meaningful
and structural stake in the
outcomes those resources
produce. It is not enough
for a mineral to be extract-
ed from a county while
the people living beside its
source see little meaning-
ful transformation in their
schools, roads, health facil-
ities, businesses or employ-
ment prospects across gen-
erations. Resource wealth
becomes politically volatile
and economically waste-
ful when communities can
watch trucks carrying away
what lies beneath their land
without seeing correspond-
ing opportunity returning
to their neighbourhoods in
any tangible form. Commu-
nity benefit arrangements
must be built into contracts
from the outset, not offered
as charitable gestures at the
discretion of investors or
political patrons.
Competitive bidding is es-
sential to making any of
this work credibly. If the
Magadi opportunity is gen-
uinely valuable — and the
long history of internation-
al interest in the concession
suggests that it is — then
Kenya should not replace
one exclusive arrangement

Lake Magadia

with another negotiated in
opacity. Serious investors
should be invited through
a transparent, competitive
process. Conditions should
be published clearly and in
advance. Companies should
be required to compete not
only on financial offers but
on the quality of their tech-
nology, the credibility of
their manufacturing com-
mitments, their employ-
ment projections, their en-
vironmental standards and
the specificity of their local
value addition plans. Com-
petition gives Kenya greater
bargaining power and re-
duces the risk of negotiating
from weakness.

The government must
also give serious and sus-
tained attention to workers
throughout any transition
period. The economic and
political debate about con-
tracts and minerals cannot
become so abstract and ele-
vated that the people whose
daily livelihoods depend on
the Magadi operation dis-
appear from the conversa-
tion. Employees, suppliers,
transport operators and
the surrounding businesses
whose incomes are connect-
ed to the operation all carry
real and immediate vulner-
abilities during periods of
ownership transition and
operational uncertainty. An
industrial policy that builds
factories in principle while
destroying livelihoods in
practice would undermine
its own stated purpose and
generate the kind of com-

munity grievance that fol-
lows resource projects for
decades.

There is, finally, the larg-
est question sitting behind
everything else: what kind
of economy does Kenya
want to become, and is the
country genuinely prepared
to do what that ambition
requires? Industrialisation
has appeared in government
plans, political manifestos
and national development
strategies with  remark-
able consistency for more
than half a century. It has
been promised, planned,
launched and relaunched.
But industrialisation cannot
remain a recurring aspira-
tion in speeches. It has to be-
come visible — in factories
producing goods, in skilled
workers earning decent
wages, in Kenyan-owned
suppliers growing alongside
anchor industries, in stron-
ger and more diversified
manufacturing chains, and
in communities that can
point to concrete and last-
ing improvements created
by the resources that lie be-
neath their feet.

Magadi could become a
genuine turning point in
that story. It could demon-
strate that Kenya is prepared
to move decisively beyond
simply exporting what na-
ture provides and toward
building durable industries
around what nature has giv-
en the country to work with.
But that transformation will
not happen because a multi-
national company has been

removed from a concession.

It will happen only if Kenya
builds and sustains a trans-
parent, credible system ca-
pable of attracting serious
long-term investment while
demanding, measuring and
enforcing serious value in
return.

The real victory will not
be the day Tata Chemicals
leaves Magadi. Nor will it
be the day another company
arrives to take its place. The
real victory will be the day
a mineral extracted from
the alkaline waters of Lake
Magadi is no longer seen
primarily as a commodity
Kenya can sell, but as the
foundation of an industry
Kenya has chosen to build.
Magadi was never just about
soda ash. It is about whether
Kenya will continue export-
ing opportunity alongside
its resources, or finally de-
velop the discipline, the in-
stitutions and the long-term
vision to process its natu-
ral wealth into prosperity
at home. The country has
another chance to get this
bargain right. This time, the
contract must be not merely
profitable on paper, but gen-
uinely and verifiably trans-
formative on the ground, in
the county, and in the lives
of the people who have lived
beside that ancient lake for
generations, waiting for its
wealth to find its way home.
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Emirates launches world’s first electric Premium
Economy seat with full-height privacy screen

The new cabin, debuting on the Airbus A350, is now available on daily flights from Entebbe, Tunis and
Cape Town — bringing a new standard of mid-cabin travel to African passengers

By: Diaspora Times Team
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Emirates unveiled the world’s first
electrically powered Premium
Economy seat featuring a full-height
adjustable privacy screen on Sep-
tember 4, debuting the innovation
on its newly received Airbus A350
aircraft and making it immediate-
ly available to passengers travelling
from three African cities.

The new seat, installed in a spacious
2-3-2 configuration with just 28
seats per cabin, allows passengers
to raise or lower a privacy divider
to the full height of the seat at the
touch of a button — a feature that
has never before appeared in a Pre-
mium Economy cabin anywhere in
the world. Passengers can lock the
screen in position and adjust their
seating preferences through an in-
tegrated Passenger Control Unit
offering dedicated lounge and meal
modes, making the entire experi-
ence fully controllable without leav-
ing their seat.

For African travellers, the tim-
ing carries particular significance.
Emirates confirmed that the A350
Premium Economy product is now
available on its daily services be-
tween Dubai and Entebbe, Tunis
and Cape Town, giving passengers
in those markets direct access to
the airline’s latest cabin generation.
Travellers connecting from oth-
er African destinations across the
Emirates network can link through
Dubai to A350-operated flights
serving key hubs across Asia, Eu-
rope and Australia, extending the
reach of the new product to a far
broader continental audience.

The seat itself represents a consid-
ered leap forward in mid-cabin de-
sign. Each seat measures 20 inches
wide with a pitch of up to 39 inch-
es on the A350 — dimensions that
create a genuinely spacious environ-
ment by the standards of any class
below business. The seat reclines
into a full cradle position without
encroaching on the row behind, a
design decision that carries real con-
sequence on long-haul routes where
the quality of rest shapes the entire
travel experience. The electric pri-
vacy divider, which extends to the
full height of the seat, addresses one
of the most persistent complaints
of Premium Economy passengers
— the sense of being visible and
exposed to neighbours for the dura-
tion of a flight. Passengers can now
create a genuinely private environ-
ment for sleep, work or relaxation,
raising or lowering the screen at will
and locking it in position with min-
imal effort.

The cabin also introduces wireless
charging to Premium Economy for
the first time across the Emirates
fleet. Every seat includes USB-C
ports and a thoughtfully designed

E—

tray table with an integrated phone
holder, which effectively transforms
a personal device into a convenient
second screen during meals or en-
tertainment — a small detail that
reflects the broader philosophy be-
hind the product’s design.

Emirates has equipped the new seat
with its widely acclaimed U-Dream
headrest, crafted by Safran Seats in
leather and engineered to provide
exceptional neck and head support.
The headrest wings can be adjusted
into multiple positions, allowing
passengers to find a configuration
suited to their preferred sleeping
posture. A manually deployable
leather footrest adds a further lay-
er of comfort and helps reduce leg
fatigue on longer sectors — a wel-
come addition for the Entebbe, Cape
Town and Tunis routes, which cover
substantial distances.

The inflight entertainment system
continues to set the standard for the
category. Each seat is fitted with a
13.3-inch 4K HDR touchscreen with
ultra-responsive navigation, offering
access to more than 6,500 channels
of films, television programmes,
music, podcasts and games on
Emirates’ award-winning ice plat-
form. On newly delivered A350 air-
craft, the camera experience has also
been enhanced, with new left and
right exterior perspectives joining
the existing forward and downward
feeds to give passengers a more im-

Emirates unveiled the world’s first electrically powered Premium Economy seat

mersive view of the world outside
— a feature that proves particularly
compelling during take-off, landing
and flight over iconic landscapes.
The dining offer in the new cabin
reflects the airline’s stated ambition
to position Premium Economy as
genuinely closer to business class
than to economy in substance and
experience. Meals are prepared by
Emirates chefs and served on Roy-
al Doulton fine china, with linen
napkins and Robert Welch stain-
less-steel cutlery completing a table
setting that would not look out of
place in a premium restaurant. Re-
gionally inspired menus ensure that
the food itself carries relevance and
character rather than the anony-
mous quality too often associated
with altitude dining.

The wine programme is exceptional
by any measure. Premium Econo-
my passengers are offered Chandon
Vintage Brut 2021, an Australian
sparkling wine available exclusive-
ly to this cabin across the Emirates
network. From September, select
routes introduce Chablis Premier
Cru Jean-Marc Brocard 2024 — a
wine that showcases the mineral
precision for which that Burgundy
appellation is celebrated — along-
side La Parde de Haut-Bailly 2014,
a refined Bordeaux from one of
the Pessac-Léognan region’s most
respected estates. October brings
a historic first for the airline: Wis-

ton Estate Brut NV will become
Emirates debut English sparkling
wine, served exclusively in Premi-
um Economy on United Kingdom
routes. These selections sit within a
wine portfolio into which Emirates
has invested more than $1B since
2006 — a commitment to quality
that distinguishes the airline’s bev-
erage programme from virtually all
competitors in the category.

On long-haul services, Premium
Economy passengers receive exclu-
sive reusable amenity kits devel-
oped in partnership with United for
Wildlife. Crafted from bio-based
materials including cactus leather
alternatives, the collectible bags are
designed around four natural hab-
itats and the endangered species
associated with each, making them
objects worth keeping rather than
discarding on arrival. The kits intro-
duce Aveda plant-powered skincare
products to Premium Economy for
the first time, complemented by the
standard travel essentials of socks,
eyeshades, earplugs and a dental
kit. The use of sustainable materials
throughout the collection signals
the airline’s awareness that luxury
and environmental responsibility
are not mutually exclusive.

Emirates launched Premium Econo-
my in 2022 and has expanded it pro-
gressively across its growing fleet.
Since its introduction, the cabin
has earned consistent external rec-

ognition, being named Best Premi-
um Economy Class at the Business
Traveller Middle East Awards in
both 2024 and 2025 and receiving
the same distinction at the 2025 UL-
TRAs Awards. The airline has de-
scribed the product as inspired by its
signature Business Class experience
— a reference point that has shaped
decisions on seating, dining, enter-
tainment and service at every stage
of the cabin’s development.

The electrically powered privacy
screen marks the most recent in a
long line of Emirates firsts across
more than three decades of aviation
innovation, from pioneering on-
board connectivity and inflight Wi-
Fi to introducing successive gener-
ations of entertainment technology.
For the airline, each innovation is
framed as part of a consistent com-
mitment to helping customers, in its
own words, fly better.

For the growing number of Afri-
can passengers who now have di-
rect access to the new product from
Entebbe, Cape Town and Tunis, the
commitment has taken a tangible
and immediately available form. The
middle of the aircraft has rarely of-
fered this much.
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Music hub to transform Kadoma youth

A Zimbabwean music production company has broken ground on a multi-purpose youth facility it says
will tackle substance abuse and unemployment through skills, sport and music.

| .
By: Chimeno Azriel
azrielchimeno@gmail.com
Zimbabwe

Worth
Noting:

. It is against that
backdrop that a Kado-
ma-based music produc-
tion company has moved
to act. Skinner Music
Production, a commu-
nity-based organisation
established in 2023 and
registered with the Na-
tional Arts Council of
Zimbabwe and Zimura, is
planning a multi-purpose
Youth Sports Hub aimed
at changing the trajec-
tory of young people in
Kadoma and surrounding
areas.

. The facility will
bring together a youth
centre, a rehabilitation
centre, a school of music
and a sports centre under
one roof. The initiative is
led by a family team: hus-
band and wife Gift Masi-
kini and Lilian Rugonye,
alongside their eldest son
Brendon Masikini.

. With youth un-
employment, substance
abuse and limited access
to creative spaces worsen-
ing across Mashonaland
West, the directors say the
hub is designed to provide
skills, mentorship, well-
ness support and concrete
career pathways.

Music Production, a com-
munity-based organisation
established in 2023 and reg-
istered with the National
Arts Council of Zimbabwe
and Zimura, is planning a
multi-purpose Youth Sports
Hub aimed at changing the
trajectory of young people
in Kadoma and surrounding
areas.

The Skinner Music Production Studio

The facility will bring to-
gether a youth centre, a re-
habilitation centre, a school
of music and a sports centre
under one roof. The initia-
tive is led by a family team:
husband and wife Gift Ma-
sikini and Lilian Rugonye,
alongside their eldest son
Brendon Masikini.

With youth unemployment,

substance abuse and limit-
ed access to creative spaces
worsening across Mashona-
land West, the directors say
the hub is designed to pro-
vide skills, mentorship, well-
ness support and concrete
career pathways.

“Our purpose is to empow-
er the youth in Kadoma and
the surrounding areas by

Director Brendon Masikini

giving them skills, discipline
and hope,” the Masikini
family said.

Since its founding in 2023,
Skinner Music Production
has established a presence in
Zimbabwe’s music industry.
As a registered communi-
ty organisation, it already
operates a fully equipped
recording studio open to

musicians in Kadoma and
across the country. The pro-
duction house is also home
to Delighted Voices Choir, a
gospel ensemble of 30 young
people drawn from across
Zimbabwe. The choir has
recorded two albums and is
working on a music video
for its latest single.

Gift Masikini, the director,
said the studio was available
to all artists regardless of
where they came from. “We
believe every young person
deserves a platform,” he said.
On the choir, Masikini said
music had kept the mem-
bers focused. “We want to
expand that impact] he
added.

The organisation has also
identified three income-gen-
erating ventures to keep
young musicians financial-
ly active outside the studio.
“We are starting a poultry
project, a car wash and an
events business,” Masikini
said. “These will keep the
group busy when they are
not in the studio and teach
them entrepreneurship.”
Skinner Music Production
held a fundraising dinner
to kickstart construction of
the Youth Hub. The event
drew government officials,
business owners and corpo-
rate representatives. Marian
Chombo, Minister of State
for Mashonaland West Pro-
vincial Affairs and Devo-
lution, attended alongside

Contd Page 15



DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL

SAT-FRI: Sep 5 - Sep 11, 2026

MUSIC

Music hub to transform Kadoma youth

The Diaspora Times GlEdbal

BIG READ

15

A Zimbabwean music production company has broken ground on a multi-purpose youth facility it says
will tackle substance abuse and unemployment through skills, sport and music.
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Worth
Noting:

. Skinner Music
Production held a fund-
raising dinner to kick-
start construction of the
Youth Hub. The event
drew government offi-
cials, business owners and
corporate representatives.
Marian Chombo, Minister
of State for Mashonaland
West Provincial Affairs
and Devolution, attended
alongside other senior
officials.

. “We were grate-
ful for the turnout and
honoured by the presence
of the minister and other
government leaders,” Ma-
sikini said. “We appeal to
the corporate world and
business community to
come on board and help
us build these facilities.”

. The dinner also
produced a concrete
commitment from lo-

cal authorities. The City
of Kadoma and Sanyati
Rural District Council
pledged to make land
available for the construc-
tion of the hub.

. “Land is the
foundation,” Masikini
said. “Now we can plan
properly and invite more
partners to build with us.”
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other senior officials.

“We were grateful for the
turnout and honoured by
the presence of the minister
and other government lead-
ers,” Masikini said. “We ap-
peal to the corporate world
and business community to
come on board and help us
build these facilities.”

The dinner also produced a
concrete commitment from
local authorities. The City of
Kadoma and Sanyati Rural
District Council pledged to
make land available for the
construction of the hub.
“Land is the foundation,
Masikini said. “Now we can
plan properly and invite
more partners to build with

The planned facility is con-
ceived as a four-in-one
community asset. The youth
centre will host mentor-
ship programmes, life skills
training, entrepreneurship
workshops and peer sup-
port. The rehabilitation cen-
tre will provide counselling,
awareness campaigns and
referral pathways for those
affected by substance abuse.
The school of music, build-
ing on the existing studio,
will offer vocal training,
instrument lessons, music
production, sound engi-
neering and music business
education. The sports centre
will provide indoor and out-
door facilities to promote
physical fitness, discipline
and teamwork.

The family anticipates broad
benefits for Kadoma and

surrounding areas, includ-
ing Rimuka, Ngezi and Eif-
fel Flats. Construction is
expected to generate short-
term employment, while
the operational hub and
associated businesses will
create longer-term oppor-
tunities. The organisation
also plans to partner with
the National Arts Coun-
cil, Zimura, Kadoma City
Council, Sanyati Rural Dis-
trict Council, the Ministry
of Youth, schools, churches
and NGOs.

“We don’t want to just pro-
duce songs,” Masikini said.
“We want to produce re-
sponsible citizens, employ-
able graduates and healthy
communities”

The project is now in the
planning and resource mo-
bilisation phase following
yesterday’s fundraising din-
ner and the council pledges.
The organisation is finalis-
ing architectural designs,
launching the poultry, car
wash and events ventures,
and engaging additional do-
nors and corporate partners.
A formal construction time-
line will be announced once
funding and land processes
are concluded. Skinner Mu-
sic Production is calling on
stakeholders and well-wish-
ers to contribute materials,
funding, expertise or volun-
teer time.

——
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Delighted Voices Choir performing
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Director Gift Masikini stressing a point

Part of Delighted Voices Choir crew
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Tesla launches driverless Cybercab robotaxi service
in Austin, Texas

The two-seat vehicle with no steering wheel or pedals marks the commercial debut of fully autonomous
ride-hailing — but regulators are already watching

By: Diaspora Times Team
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Worth
Noting:

The Cybercab is a two-seat
vehicle featuring butterfly
doors and a large interactive
touchscreen. It relies entirely
on camera-based vision and
sensor technology for naviga-
tion, with no manual override
controls available to passengers
in the traditional sense. For
safety, the vehicle is fitted with
a dedicated stop button: when
pressed, the Cybercab initiates
an immediate pull-over at

the next safe opportunity and
connects the passenger directly
with Tesla’s Robotaxi Support
team. The vehicle’s rear trunk
is sized to accommodate two
standard checked suitcases and
two carry-on bags, making it

a practical option for airport
transfers and longer urban
journeys.

Rides are requested through
Tesla’s Robotaxi app, which
dispatches either a Cybercab
or a Model Y depending on
vehicle availability and the
number of passengers in the
party. The system uses dynamic
pricing, and Tesla executives

at Thursday’s event promised
what they described as “a first-
class experience at coach price”
— a pitch aimed squarely at
cost-conscious urban com-
muters who might otherwise
turn to traditional ride-hailing
services such as Uber or Lyft.

U.S. electric vehicle maker Tesla on Thursday launched its driverless Cybercab in Austin

Tesla launched its driverless
Cybercab robotaxi service in
Austin, Texas on Thursday,
beginning limited commer-
cial ride-hailing operations
with a vehicle that has no
steering wheel, no accelera-
tor pedal and no brake pedal
— and that its chief execu-
tive described as the first car
built specifically for unsu-
pervised full self-driving.
The launch marks a signif-
icant moment in the long
and frequently delayed story
of autonomous vehicle com-
mercialisation in the United
States. Tesla first unveiled
the Cybercab prototype in
October 2024, began pro-
duction in 2026 and con-
ducted engineering tests of
production vehicles on pub-
lic roads in the second quar-
ter of this year before Thurs-
day’s public debut in one of
Americas fastest-growing
cities.

In a promotional video re-
leased on the day of the
launch, Tesla chief executive
Elon Musk made the stakes
of the moment explicit. “The
first car that is specifically
built for unsupervised full
self-driving,” he said of the
Cybercab, a description that
sets it apart not only from
conventional vehicles but
from Teslas own existing
fleet, which has long offered
driver-assistance  features
that still require human
supervision. Musk did not
attend the launch event in

person, according to Reu-
ters, which cited attendees
present at the occasion.

The Cybercab is a two-seat
vehicle featuring butterfly
doors and a large interactive
touchscreen. It relies entire-
ly on camera-based vision
and sensor technology for
navigation, with no manual
override controls available
to passengers in the tradi-
tional sense. For safety, the
vehicle is fitted with a ded-
icated stop button: when
pressed, the Cybercab initi-
ates an immediate pull-over
at the next safe opportunity
and connects the passenger
directly with Tesla’s Robo-
taxi Support team. The ve-
hicle’s rear trunk is sized to
accommodate two standard
checked suitcases and two
carry-on bags, making it a
practical option for airport
transfers and longer urban
journeys.

Rides are requested through
Tesla’s Robotaxi app, which
dispatches either a Cybercab
or a Model Y depending on
vehicle availability and the
number of passengers in
the party. The system uses
dynamic pricing, and Tes-
la executives at Thursday’s
event promised what they
described as “a first-class
experience at coach price”
— a pitch aimed square-
ly at cost-conscious urban
commuters who might oth-
erwise turn to traditional
ride-hailing services such as

Uber or Lyft.

The commercial ambitions
behind the launch are con-
siderable, but several key
details remain conspicu-
ously absent. Tesla has not
disclosed the official pur-
chase price for prospective
commercial buyers, deliv-
ery dates or a timeline for
expanding the service be-
yond Austin. The company
confirmed that applications
from commercial buyers can
now be submitted, but the
absence of concrete terms
will give potential fleet oper-
ators reason to pause before
committing.

The scale of the current op-
eration is also modest. As of
Wednesday evening, Tesla
had 420 autonomous vehi-
cles registered in Texas, of
which 45 were Cybercabs.
The company has not dis-
closed the total number
of Cybercabs currently in
active operation, leaving
the precise footprint of the
launch difficult to assess
from publicly available in-
formation. What is clear is
that this is a beginning rath-
er than a fully formed net-
work — a deliberate, care-
fully managed entry into
commercial ~ autonomous
transport rather than the
sweeping rollout that some
in the industry have long
anticipated.

Regulatory attention arrived
almost simultaneously with
the launch itself. The Unit-

ed States National Highway
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion said on Thursday that it
is in contact with Tesla and is
evaluating the situation. The
statement was measured in
its language but significant
in its timing, underscoring
that federal oversight of ful-
ly autonomous commercial
vehicles remains an active
and unresolved question.
Autonomous vehicle regula-
tion in the United States has
developed unevenly across
states, with Texas having ad-
opted a relatively permissive
posture towards self-driving
technology — a factor that
almost certainly influenced
Tesla’s decision to launch
there rather than in a more
restrictive jurisdiction.

The broader context for the
Cybercab launch is one of
intensifying ~ competition
in the autonomous vehicle
space. Alphabets Waymo
has been operating com-
mercial driverless services
in several American cities,
including San Francisco
and Phoenix, for a number
of years and has established
a meaningful operational
track record. Cruise, Gen-
eral Motors' autonomous
vehicle unit, suffered a sig-
nificant setback in 2023
following a high-profile in-
cident in San Francisco that
led to the suspension of its
robotaxi service and trig-
gered regulatory scrutiny
that damaged the broader

industry’s public credibility.
Tesla enters the commercial
field later than Waymo but
with a considerably larger
installed base of vehicles
collecting real-world driv-
ing data through its existing
consumer fleet — a data-
set that the company has
consistently argued gives it
a long-term advantage in
training its autonomous sys-
tems.

The Cybercab’s design phi-
losophy reflects a deliberate
break from the transitional
approach that has charac-
terised much of the autono-
mous vehicle industry. Most
self-driving  vehicles de-
ployed commercially retain
manual controls as a fall-
back — either because regu-
lations require it or because
operators want a human
safety net available. The Cy-
bercab has none. There is no
steering wheel for a nervous
passenger to grab, no pedal
to press in an emergency.
The stop button and the re-
mote support connection
are the entirety of the hu-
man intervention available.
That is either a statement
of profound engineering
confidence or a calculated
gamble, depending on one’s
assessment of where the
technology currently stands
— and that assessment, for
now, belongs to the regula-
tors as much as to Tesla.

For the passengers who
climbed into a Cybercab
in Austin on Thursday, the
experience will have been
unlike anything previous-
ly available in commercial
transport. A vehicle that
drives itself entirely, nav-
igates city streets without
a human at the wheel and
delivers passengers to their
destination through soft-
ware and sensors alone is
no longer a concept or a
demonstration. It is a ser-
vice with a price and an app
and a trunk large enough for
luggage.

Whether it works as reliably,
as safely and as broadly as
Tesla needs it to in order
to justify the commercial
structure being built around
it remains the defining ques-
tion of what comes next. The
Cybercab has launched. The
harder work begins now.
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Corruption and greed drove me to write Chaos
Within Kinsmen, says South Sudanese playwright

Mooch Simon’s new play uses fiction to hold a mirror to societies where injustice has become routine and
silence has become complicit

By: Munyal Manunyi
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Worth
Noting:

. Chaos Within
Kinsmen places greed
and its consequences at
the centre of its narrative.
Through culture, power
and dissenting voices,
Simon examines how
communities respond —
or fail to respond — when
injustice becomes the
norm and the people best
positioned to challenge it
choose silence. The play
is deliberately provoca-
tive. Simon does not want
readers to simply follow

a story. He wants them to
recognise something in it,
to feel implicated, and to
ask themselves what they
would do when faced with
the same choices.

. “I hope readers
would understand the evil
that comes with too much
political blindness and
embrace the righteous-
ness attached to love and
teamwork that flourish
under unity,” he said. It is
a call not only for reflec-
tion but for action — an
argument that collective
responsibility is both
possible and necessary in
societies where institu-
tions have failed.

When Mooch Simon sat
down to write his latest play,
he was not looking for a
plot. He was looking at the
world around him — the
corruption, the political
indifference, the quiet nor-
malisation of greed — and
decided that what he saw
deserved a stage.

Simon, a South Sudanese
writer, playwright and poet,
recently launched Chaos
Within Kinsmen in Juba,
presenting what he describes
as a direct response to the
moral and political deteri-
oration he has witnessed in
his society. The play, he says,
was born from darkness —
not the dramatic darkness
of fiction, but the everyday
kind that allows corruption
to take root and political re-
sponsibility to wither.

“This play was inspired by
the darkness that provides
room for corruption and
greed to gain weight, out-
sizing the political goodness
of a society; Simon said.
He added that his writing
draws consistently from the
social, economic and polit-
ical realities of life in South
Sudan, making his work less
a creative escape from his
environment than an honest
reckoning with it.

Chaos Within Kinsmen
places greed and its conse-
quences at the centre of its
narrative. Through culture,
power and dissenting voices,
Simon examines how com-
munities respond — or fail
to respond — when injustice
becomes the norm and the
people best positioned to
challenge it choose silence.
The play is deliberately
provocative. Simon does not
want readers to simply fol-
low a story. He wants them
to recognise something in
it, to feel implicated, and to
ask themselves what they
would do when faced with
the same choices.

“I hope readers would un-
derstand the evil that comes
with too much political
blindness and embrace the
righteousness attached to
love and teamwork that
flourish under unity, he
said. It is a call not only for
reflection but for action —
an argument that collective
responsibility is both possi-
ble and necessary in societ-
ies where institutions have
failed.

Simon’s  perspective  has
been broadened significant-
ly by travel. His journeys
across East Africa have ex-

posed him to different cul-
tures, different systems of
governance and different
ways in which ordinary peo-
ple navigate the pressures of
political and economic life.
He regards those experienc-
es as essential to his writing,
providing texture and depth
that no amount of research
from a single vantage point
could replicate.

“Travelling across East Afri-
can countries has helped me
gain so much on how people
relate politically, economi-
cally and socially, he said.
“The richness in cultural di-
versity has enlightened my
ability to see deep into the
genesis of this work”

As a writer, Simon moves
comfortably across forms.
Poetry and playwriting both
play significant roles in his
creative life, each shaping
the other in ways he finds
difficult to fully separate.
Public speaking, he adds,
occupies a distinct space —
one that allows him to con-
nect directly with audienc-
es in a way that the written
page, for all its power, can-
not always replicate. “Both
poetry and playwriting have
significantly influenced my
writing because I am so
deeply drawn to the way
they embrace my creativity,”
he said.

Simon is the author of Two
Worlds Collide and Chaos
Within Kinsmen, and has
co-authored the poetry an-
thology Rainbow. His po-
ems have been published in
literary magazines across
the region, and his work has
been recognised with sev-
eral awards during a career
that continues to expand in
both scope and ambition.

A consistent thread running
through that career is his
belief that African writers
must take firm ownership of
the stories that define their
continent. He is direct on
this point, and increasing-
ly so. Outside voices have
shaped perceptions of Afri-
ca for long enough. Simon
believes the responsibility
for correcting that — for
telling stories that are root-
ed in lived experience rather
than external interpretation
— rests with African writers
themselves.

“My advice to young writ-
ers across Africa is that we
should be the ones to tell our
own stories, because they
cannot truly be ours when
they are told by someone
else,” he said. It is advice that

carries the weight of per-
sonal conviction rather than
rhetorical flourish, spoken
by a writer who has consis-
tently chosen to engage with
difficult realities rather than
retreat from them.

The launch of Chaos Within
Kinsmen is not a conclusion.

Mooch Simon’s new play

Mooch Simon’

Simon confirmed that new
projects are already under-
way, with more books ex-
pected to follow. The work,
it seems, is far from done.

What he hopes lingers in
the minds of those who read
Chaos Within Kinsmen
is something more lasting

than the memory of a good
story — a willingness to
look honestly at the political
blindness and institutional
decay that surround them,
and to consider seriously
what it might cost if no one
chooses to say so.
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Independence: Uzbekistan’s dream of yesterday,
pride of today, and hope for tomorrow

The Historical Significance of Uzbekistan’s Independence, National Identity, and the Responsibility of a

New Generation

By: Madina Mirzayeva
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

. For centuries, the
land of Central Asia has
been one of the important
centers of science, trade,
craftsmanship, and cul-
ture. Great scholars and
thinkers emerged from
this region and made
remarkable contributions
to world civilization. Mu-
hammad al-Khwarizmi,
Abu Ali ibn Sina, Abu
Rayhan al-Biruni, Mir-

zo Ulugbek, and Alisher
Navoi all left an enduring
legacy in the development
of human knowledge and
culture.

. For a people with
such a rich historical
heritage, the aspiration to
determine its own destiny
was a natural expression
of national consciousness.
. By the end of the
twentieth century, politi-
cal and economic process-
es within the Soviet Union
had begun to change
rapidly. Questions of state
sovereignty and the right
of the republics to deter-
mine their own futures
increasingly came to the
forefront.

. On June 20, 1990,
the Supreme Soviet of

the Uzbek SSR adopted
the Declaration of State
Sovereignty, marking an
important political step
toward independence.

The Historical Significance
of Uzbekistan's Indepen-
dence, National Identity,
and the Responsibility of a
New Generation

There are moments in the
history of every nation that
are remembered not sim-
ply as dates, but as turn-
ing points that open a new
chapter in the destiny of a
people. For Uzbekistan, Au-
gust 31, 1991, was one such
historic moment. On that
day, the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan declared its state inde-
pendence. Over the years,
this date has remained in
the memory of the Uzbek
people not only as a historic
event, but also as a symbol
of national pride and confi-
dence in the future.
Independence is much more
than political or legal sov-
ereignty. It represents a na-
tion’s right to determine its
own destiny, choose its own
path of development, pre-
serve its national values, and
have its own voice in the in-
ternational community.
Today, as Uzbekistan ap-
proaches the 35th anniver-
sary of its independence, it
is particularly important to
reflect on the meaning of
this concept. The meaning
of independence evolves
with time: yesterday, it was
a dream of freedom; today,
it is an opportunity that has
been achieved; and tomor-
row, it will remain a respon-
sibility to strengthen and de-
velop that achievement.

Yesterdays Dream: The
Journey Toward Freedom

The history of Uzbekistan’s
independence cannot be
limited to the events of 1991
alone. The roots of the as-
piration for independence
reach deep into the history
of the Uzbek people.

For centuries, the land of
Central Asia has been one of
the important centers of sci-
ence, trade, craftsmanship,
and culture. Great scholars
and thinkers emerged from
this region and made re-
markable contributions to
world civilization. Muham-
mad al-Khwarizmi, Abu
Ali ibn Sina, Abu Rayhan
al-Biruni, Mirzo Ulugbek,
and Alisher Navoi all left an
enduring legacy in the de-
velopment of human knowl-
edge and culture.

For a people with such a
rich historical heritage, the
aspiration to determine its
own destiny was a natural
expression of national con-
sciousness.

By the end of the twentieth
century, political and eco-
nomic processes within the
Soviet Union had begun to
change rapidly. Questions
of state sovereignty and the
right of the republics to de-
termine their own futures
increasingly came to the
forefront.

On June 20, 1990, the Su-
preme Soviet of the Uzbek
SSR adopted the Declaration

INDEPENDENCE:
| UZBEKISTAN'S DREAM OF
|| YESTERDAY, PRIDE OF TODAY, | &
AND HOPE FOR TOMORROW.

of State Sovereignty, mark-
ing an important political
step toward independence.
Then, on August 31, 1991, a
historic decision was made:
the Republic of Uzbekistan
declared its state indepen-
dence.

This event opened a new
chapter in the history of the
Uzbek people.

Islam Karimov and the Early
Years of Independence

The name of Islam Abduga-
nievich Karimov occupies a
significant place in the his-
tory of Uzbekistans inde-
pendence.

As the leader of Uzbekistan
during the period imme-
diately preceding indepen-
dence and in the challenging
years that followed, Islam
Karimov played a central
role in the formation of the
newly independent state and
its institutions.

Following the historic de-
cision of August 31, 1991,
the country faced enormous
challenges. Uzbekistan now
had to establish its own
system of state governance,
develop a national legal
framework, formulate inde-
pendent economic policies,
and establish its position as
a sovereign state within the
international community.
The first years of indepen-
dence were not easy. The
transition away from the
unified economic system of
the Soviet Union, the cre-
ation of new economic rela-
tions, and the establishment

of state institutions present-
ed serious challenges.
Under these circumstanc-
es, the political and legal
foundations of independent
Uzbekistan were gradually
established. The adoption
of the Constitution of the
Republic of Uzbekistan on
December 8, 1992, became
an important milestone
in strengthening the legal
foundations of the indepen-
dent state.

Looking back at this period,
Islam Karimov’s role should
be understood within the
complex historical circum-
stances of the time. During
his leadership, Uzbekistan
established itself as an in-
dependent state, developed
its political institutions, and
began building relations
with the international com-
munity.

At the same time, evaluating
the legacy of any historical
figure requires an objective
and nuanced approach. His-
torical personalities are best
understood not through
one-sided praise or criti-
cism, but through a careful
examination of the politi-
cal and social conditions of
their time and the long-term
consequences of their deci-
sions.

Today’s Pride: National
Identity and Renewal

Independence gave the Uz-
bek people an opportunity
to rediscover their history

and view their national heri-
tage from a new perspective.
The study and preservation
of historical heritage, the
restoration of cultural tra-
ditions, and the promotion
of the achievements of great
ancestors became important
elements of strengthening
national identity.

Today, historic cities such as
Samarkand, Bukhara, and
Khiva are not only sources
of national pride for Uz-
bekistan but also important
parts of the world’s cultural
heritage.

National identity does not
mean simply taking pride in
the past. It means drawing
strength from the past while
confidently taking ones
place in the modern world.
A person who knows their
history understands their
identity. A generation that
understands its identity can
move toward the future with
greater confidence.

Independence and the New
Generation

The lives and aspirations
of today’s young people in
Uzbekistan offer one of the
clearest reflections of what
independence means.
Young people today have
opportunities to pursue
education, learn foreign
languages, participate in
international competitions

Contd Page 21
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Worth
Noting:

. The name of Islam
Abduganievich Karimov
occupies a significant
place in the history of Uz-
bekistan’s independence.
. As the leader of
Uzbekistan during the pe-
riod immediately preced-
ing independence and in
the challenging years that
followed, Islam Karimov
played a central role in
the formation of the new-
ly independent state and
its institutions.

. Following the
historic decision of Au-
gust 31, 1991, the country
faced enormous challeng-
es. Uzbekistan now had to
establish its own system of
state governance, develop
a national legal frame-
work, formulate indepen-
dent economic policies,
and establish its position
as a sovereign state within
the international commu-
nity.

. The first years of
independence were not
easy. The transition away
from the unified econom-
ic system of the Soviet
Union, the creation of
new economic relations,
and the establishment of
state institutions present-
ed serious challenges.

and conferences, conduct
research, create, and share
their ideas with audiences
around the world.

A young journalist can
dream of publishing an arti-
cle in an international publi-
cation. A young scholar can
collaborate with researchers
from different countries. A
young writer can introduce
their work to an internation-
al audience.

All of these possibilities are
closely connected with the
opportunities provided by
an independent state.

Yet opportunity alone does
not guarantee achieve-
ment. Achievement requires
knowledge, hard work, and

responsibility.

Therefore, todays gener-
ation faces an important
question:

How are we using the op-
portunities that indepen-
dence has given us?

Each of us answers this ques-
tion through our actions.
Hope for Tomorrow: Who
Will Build the Future?
When we speak about the
future of Uzbekistan, it is
natural to think first of its
young people.

Today’s school student may
become tomorrow’s scien-
tist, doctor, engineer, jour-
nalist, teacher, entrepreneur,
or public leader.

That is why the future of
independence depends not
only on government policies
and institutions, but also on
the knowledge, values, and
worldview of the younger
generation.

The future cannot be built
through  dreams alone.
It must be built through
knowledge.

Love for one’s homeland is
also expressed not merely
through words, but through
actions. Studying diligently,
working honestly, pursuing
knowledge, contributing to
society, protecting the en-
vironment, and respecting
others are all meaningful
forms of service to one’s
country.

Uzbekistan and the World
Independence enabled Uz-
bekistan to become an in-
dependent participant in
international relations and
to determine its own path
on the global stage.

Today, Uzbekistan is devel-
oping political, economic,
scientific, educational, and
cultural relations with coun-
tries around the world.

The country’s international

image, however, is shaped
not only by state institutions
but also by its citizens.
Uzbek students studying
abroad, athletes compet-
ing in international events,
scholars  conducting re-
search, and young journal-
ists contributing to interna-
tional publications all help
shape how Uzbekistan is
seen by the world.

In this sense, the achieve-
ments of a young Uzbek can
represent not only personal
success but also a positive
image of the country.
Independence Is More Than
a Celebration

When Independence Day
arrives, streets are decorated
with national flags, celebra-
tions are held, and a sense of
pride fills people’s hearts.
Yet the true meaning of in-
dependence does not end
with a single day of celebra-
tion.

Independence is a value that
reveals itself every day.

It can be seen in the deter-
mination of a student who
studies diligently, in the hon-
est work of a professional, in
the efforts of a researcher
seeking new knowledge, and
in the words of a journalist
telling the world about their
homeland.

To love independence is to
value the opportunities it
provides.

To value independence is to
understand our responsibil-
ity toward the future.

From the Past Toward the
Future

August 31, 1991, opened a
new chapter in the history of
Uzbekistan. But history did
not stop there.

Every new generation adds
its own words to that chap-
ter.

Today, we remember yes-
terday’s dreams of indepen-
dence. We take pride in the
opportunities of today. And
we look toward tomorrow
with hope.

In this sense, independence
connects three dimensions
of time:

yesterday’s dream, today’s
pride, and tomorrow’s hope.
If previous generations
dreamed of independence,
today’s generation carries
the responsibility of protect-
ing and developing it. The
generations of tomorrow, in
turn, must build upon the
opportunities created to-
day and strive toward even
greater achievements.

Our responsibility is to re-
member our history, appre-
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ciate the present, and build
the future through knowl-
edge.

Independence does not
promise us a ready-made
future. Rather, it gives us the
opportunity to create our
own future.

Perhaps this is the greatest
meaning of independence.

Conclusion

The independence of Uz-
bekistan is not simply a date
preserved in history. It is a
living value that gains new
meaning with every gener-
ation.

It teaches us to preserve the
heritage of our ancestors,
appreciate the opportunities
of the present, and remain
conscious of our responsi-
bility toward the future.
Independence is the fulfill-
ment of yesterday’s dream,
the source of today’s pride,
and the greatest hope for to-
MOITOW.

XX The future of Uzbekistan
belongs to the generation
that can transform this hope
into reality through knowl-
edge, hard work, and noble
aspirations.
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Language has never been a static
phenomenon. It changes togeth-
er with society, absorbs new con-
cepts and responds to new forms
of human interaction. The Uzbek
language is also experiencing such
a period of transformation. The de-
velopment of digital technologies,
globalization, social networks and
international communication is cre-
ating new opportunities for Uzbek,
while at the same time presenting
challenges that cannot be ignored.
For many years, discussions about
the Uzbek language have mainly
focused on its status, purity, correct
spelling and protection from un-
necessary foreign influence. These
issues remain important. Yet the
modern understanding of language
development should be broader. A
language cannot become stronger
simply because people speak about
its importance. It becomes stron-
ger when people use it confidently
in education, science, technology,
business, media and digital commu-
nication.

This is particularly important for
younger generations. A young per-
son today may communicate with
friends in Uzbek, study scientif-
ic materials in English, use Rus-
sian-language software and receive
information from international so-
cial media platforms. Such multi-
lingual interaction is a natural part
of modern life. The question is not
whether Uzbek should compete with
other languages, but whether Uzbek
has enough resources and opportu-
nities to remain active in this chang-
ing linguistic environment.

In this sense, the future of Uzbek
depends on its ability to move be-
yond the traditional boundaries of
literature and everyday conversation
and become an effective language of
modern knowledge.

Between Linguistic Heritage and
Modern Reality

The Uzbek language has a remark-
able literary and cultural heritage.
Its development is closely connect-
ed with centuries of intellectual
and artistic activity in Central Asia.
The literary works of Alisher Navoi
demonstrated the extraordinary ex-
pressive capacity of the Turkic lan-
guage and established a powerful
tradition that continues to influence
Uzbek linguistic and literary culture.
This heritage gives Uzbek an im-

UZBEK LANGUAGE: FROM NATIONAL
HERITAGE TO THE DIGITAL FUTURE

O'ZBEK TILI: MILLIY MEROS

e, W
=

portant advantage: the language
already possesses a deep cultural
foundation. It has accumulated vo-
cabulary and expressive forms capa-
ble of describing human emotions,
social relations, philosophical ideas
and the complexity of everyday life.
At the same time, heritage alone
cannot guarantee the future of alan-
guage. A language may have a mag-
nificent literary history but still face
difficulties if it cannot adequately
respond to contemporary needs.
Consider the vocabulary of modern
technology. Terms related to artifi-
cial intelligence, machine learning,
cloud computing, digital security,
biotechnology and other rapidly
developing fields enter public dis-
course almost every day. In many
cases, speakers use English terms
because they encounter them first
in international scientific literature,
software interfaces or online con-
tent.

This process itself is not unusual. Al-
most every major language borrows
words from other languages. The
problem begins when a language be-
comes unable to produce, standard-
ize and popularize its own terminol-
ogy for new areas of knowledge.
Therefore, the task should not be to
isolate Uzbek from other languages.
The real objective should be to make
Uzbek strong enough to communi-
cate with the world without losing
its own identity.

Digital Communication: A New
Test for Uzbek

Perhaps the most visible linguistic
transformation is taking place on
the internet. Social networks have
changed not only what people com-
municate about but also how they
communicate. Short messages, in-
formal expressions, abbreviations,
emojis and mixed-language sen-
tences have become common.
Young users frequently combine Uz-
bek with English or Russian words.
Sometimes this is simply a natural
consequence of multilingual com-
munication. At other times, how-

ever, foreign words are used even
when clear Uzbek equivalents al-
ready exist.

This situation should not be ap-
proached only through criticism.
Young people are not necessarily
abandoning Uzbek; rather, they are
adapting language to a new com-
munication environment. The chal-
lenge for linguists and society is to
understand this process and guide it
constructively.

Digital communication also creates
an important opportunity. Never
before has it been possible to pro-
duce and distribute Uzbek-language
content on such a large scale. A sin-
gle educational video, scientific arti-
cle, podcast or social media publica-
tion can reach thousands of people.

This means that every Uzbek speak-
er can, in a certain sense, become a
participant in the development of
the language.

The question is therefore not sim-
ply “How can we prevent incorrect
Uzbek online?” but also “How can
we create so much attractive and
high-quality Uzbek content that us-
ers naturally choose Uzbek?”

That change in perspective is essen-
tial.

Uzbek and Artificial Intelligence
The emergence of artificial intel-
ligence makes this question even
more urgent. Al systems learn lan-
guages from enormous quantities
of digital data. Languages with ex-
tensive electronic corpora, digitized
books, annotated texts, speech da-
tabases and high-quality linguistic
resources have a considerable tech-
nological advantage.

For Uzbek, this creates both a chal-
lenge and an opportunity.

If Uzbek-language texts, audio ma-
terials and terminology are system-
atically collected and processed,
they can support the development of
better automatic translation, speech
recognition, text-to-speech systems,
spelling assistants and Al-based ed-
ucational tools.

O'ZBEK TILI: RAQAMLI KELAJAK

Imagine a student asking a com-
puter a complex academic question
in Uzbek and receiving a reliable
answer in fluent Uzbek. Imagine
elderly people using voice com-
mands in their native language to
access digital services. Imagine Uz-
bek-speaking researchers being able
to search international scientific in-
formation and receive high-quality
machine-assisted translations.
These are not merely technological
conveniences. They are directly con-
nected with the future position of
Uzbek in society.

A language that is absent from mod-
ern technologies gradually becomes
less convenient for its speakers.
Conversely, a language that func-
tions successfully in digital plat-
forms gains new users, new termi-
nology and new areas of application.
Therefore, digitizing Uzbek should
be understood as a form of language
development, not simply as a tech-
nological project.

What Should Be Done?

The development of Uzbek in the
modern era requires practical mea-
sures rather than only slogans.

First, high-quality national digital
language resources should be con-
tinuously expanded. Electronic dic-
tionaries, terminology databases,
text corpora and speech databases
should become accessible to re-
searchers, teachers, developers and
ordinary users.

Second, Uzbek terminology in sci-
ence and technology should be de-
veloped systematically. New terms
should be discussed by linguists and
specialists in the relevant fields be-
fore being introduced widely.

Third, educational institutions
should encourage students not only
to speak Uzbek correctly but also to
produce modern knowledge in Uz-
bek. Scientific articles, educational
videos, digital textbooks and popu-
lar science materials in Uzbek can
significantly increase the language’s
presence in intellectual life.

Fourth, media organizations and

content creators have an import-
ant responsibility. Correct Uzbek
does not have to be boring Uzbek.
High-quality language can be attrac-
tive, modern and entertaining.
Finally, technological companies
and programmers should be en-
couraged to develop Uzbek-lan-
guage interfaces, voice technologies,
translation tools and artificial intel-
ligence applications. The participa-
tion of Uzbek in the digital economy
should become a practical priority.
The future of the Uzbek language
will not be determined only by laws
or official documents. It will also be
determined by millions of everyday
choices: what language we use in ed-
ucation, what language we publish
scientific knowledge in, what lan-
guage we choose on social networks
and what language we teach our
technologies to understand.

Our linguistic heritage gives us a
strong foundation, but the future re-
quires movement forward.

We do not need to protect Uzbek
by closing it to the world. We need
to strengthen it so that it can confi-
dently communicate with the world.
The Uzbek language has already
proved its ability to express the
deepest ideas of literature, philos-
ophy and culture. Now it faces an-
other historical task: to demonstrate
that it can also become a language of
science, innovation, artificial intelli-
gence and the digital future.

And perhaps the greatest expression
oflove for one’s mother tongue is not
simply saying “Jonajon ozbek tilim’,
but creating conditions in which fu-
ture generations can say these words
with the same pride—and use their
language confidently in every sphere
of modern life.

Sirojiddinov Asliddin Abduvohidjon
og'li

PhD Researcher, Gulistan State Uni-
versity

Gulistan, Uzbekistan.
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Worth
Noting:

. One of the stron-
gest aspects of Abdulla
Oripov’s poetry is also the
issue of national identity.
The poet deeply values the
historical memory, lan-
guage, customs, spiritual
heritage, and values of
the Uzbek people. In his
work, national identity is
not just a theme, but one
of the main pillars of his
entire poetic worldview.

. National identi-
ty, first of all, starts with

a person searching for
answers to questions like
“Who am I 2”, “Which na-
tion’s child am I?”, “Who
were my ancestors?”. Ab-
dulla Oripov brings these
questions to the reader’s
heart through poetry. A
person reading his poems
feels their own identity,
native language, history;,
and national roots anew.
For a poet, the value of
their mother tongue is
extremely high. Language
is the soul of a nation. The
history, worldview, hopes,
and spiritual wealth of a
people primarily live in
their language.

Introduction

Homeland - is a sacred feel-
ing that is born in a person’s
heart, grows throughout
life, and never loses its sig-
nificance. For a person, the
homeland is not just the
land where they were born
and raised, but a great con-
cept embodying their mem-
ories, dreams, ancestors,
language, national values,
and future. Although the
theme of homeland has been
celebrated by many creators
in Uzbek poetry, in Abdulla
Oripovs work this theme
stands out with unique
depth, sincerity, and nation-
al spirit.

When we read Abdulla Ori-
pov’s poetry, we feel that the
concept of Homeland is not
just a simple geographical
place. For the poet, Home-
land is a mothers lulla-
by, childhood memories,
the melody of the mother
tongue, the spirit of ances-
tors, the people’s suffering,
and their hope for the fu-
ture. In his lines, the Home-
land sometimes appears
with pride, sometimes with
pain, and sometimes with
deep longing. This aspect
enhances the impact of the
poet’s work.

The homeland is the
most sacred place in a poet’s
heart

The theme of the Mother-
land forms a unique poetic
world in Abdulla Oripov’s
work. The poet doesn’t just
glorify the Motherland; he
connects its fate with his
own. The joy of the Mother-
land becomes the poet’s joy,
and its pain turns into the
ache of his heart.

Abdulla Oripov

One of the most important
aspects of the poet’s views
on the homeland is his sin-
cere love for his native land.
This love is nourished not
by lofty words but by simple
and heartfelt feelings. For
Abdulla Oripov, every inch
of his homeland is dear. In
his poems, the landscapes of
the country, the native soil,
the life of the people, and
the national spirit all com-
plement each other. When
the poet writes about the
Motherland, he also refers
to its history. Because a peo-
ple who forget their history
struggle to understand their
identity. In Abdulla Oripov’s
work, the memory of ances-
tors, national heroes, and
the trials the people have
gone through appear as part
of the concept of the Moth-
erland. In the poet’s view,
today’s generation needs to
look at yesterday to under-
stand who they are and not
forget the path their ances-
tors walked.

In his poems about the
homeland, the poet’s love
for his motherland is some-
times expressed as pride,
and sometimes as longing.
This gives his work a life-like
breath. After all, true patrio-
tism is not just about praise.
Loving your country means
being able to see its short-
comings, feeling the people’s
pain, and taking responsibil-
ity for the future.

National identity is the
artistic expression of the
people’s spirit

One of the strongest aspects
of Abdulla Oripov’s poetry
is also the issue of nation-
al identity. The poet deeply
values the historical memo-
ry, language, customs, spir-

itual heritage, and values
of the Uzbek people. In his
work, national identity is
not just a theme, but one of
the main pillars of his entire
poetic worldview.

National identity, first of all,
starts with a person search-
ing for answers to questions
like “Who am I ?”, “Which
nation’s child am I?”, “Who
were my ancestors?”. Abdul-
la Oripov brings these ques-
tions to the reader’s heart
through poetry. A person
reading his poems feels their
own identity, native lan-
guage, history, and national
roots anew. For a poet, the
value of their mother tongue
is extremely high. Language
is the soul of a nation. The
history, worldview, hopes,
and spiritual wealth of a
people primarily live in their
language. That’s why in Ab-
dulla Oripov’s work, his re-
spect for language is closely
connected with the notion
of national identity. In the
poet’s lines, soaked with
national spirit, the people’s
natural character, hospitali-
ty, honor, respect for elders,
and regard for the young are
all reflected. All of these are
artistic expressions of na-
tional identity. In Abdulla
Oripov’s work, understand-
ing national identity never
comes at the expense of oth-
er peoples. On the contrary,
a person who understands
their own identity can also
respect other nations and
peoples. The poet’s views
on nationality align with
humanistic and universal
values.

Spiritual values
are the measure of a person’s

heart

In Abdulla Oripov’s poetry,

it's really hard to imagine
themes of homeland and na-
tional identity without spir-
itual values. In his works,
concepts like honesty, con-
science, honor, loyalty, com-
passion, respect for parents,
humanity, and justice hold a
special place. This, in turn,
reflects the writer’s high
moral standards, and the
poems written with this per-
spective help readers devel-
op virtuous qualities.

The poet was a person who
judged people not just by
their appearance or social
status, but by their heart and
deeds. In his view, a person’s
true wealth is their spiritual
purity. He emphasized that
material possessions, posi-
tions, or fame might be tem-
porary, but a persons good
name and noble deeds live
on in the memory of gener-
ations. In many of Abdulla
Oripov’s poems, the notion
of conscience appears as
a person’s inner judge. A
person cannot escape from
their own heart. The truth
hidden from society cannot
be hidden from the con-
science. In this sense, the
poet’s work encourages the
reader to look into their own
heart.

In the poet’s spiritual views,
respect for parents and an-
cestors also holds an import-
ant place. Because a person’s
spiritual roots begin with
family, parents, and a moth-
er’s lullaby. Remembering
ancestors means preserving
historical memory. Where
there is historical memo-
ry, national identity is also
strengthened.

The importance of Abdul-
la Oripov’s poetry for today’s
generation

In today’s era of globaliza-
tion, young people’s worl-
dview is constantly ex-
panding. Different cultures,
ideas, and perspectives are
quickly becoming part of
people’s lives. In such a sit-
uation, preserving national
identity, respecting the na-
tive language, and valuing
spiritual values is extremely
important.

Abdulla Oripov’s poetry is
significant for today’s gener-
ation in this regard as well.
His works combine qualities
like love for the homeland,
responsibility towards the
people, national pride, and
humanity into a whole. The
poet’s lines about the home-
land encourage the younger
generation not just to love
their country, but also to
understand their duty to it.
Because love for the home-
land is shown not only in

words but in actions. Study-
ing well, working honestly,
thinking about the people’s
interests, preserving the
mother tongue, valuing his-
tory and culture- all of these
are different ways of serving
the homeland. Another im-
portant feature of Abdul-
la Oripov’s work is that he
doesn’t limit the reader with
ready-made  conclusions.
His lines encourage people
to think, feel, and reflect on
their own lives. That’s why
his poetry doesn’t lose its
value over the years.

Conclusion

Abdulla Oripov’s poetry is
that of a poet with a unique
artistic world where nation-
al spirit, love for the home-
land, and human values
come together. In his work,
the homeland is not just a
simple concept, but is por-
trayed as a sacred feeling
that lives in the deepest lay-
ers of the human heart. Na-
tional identity, meanwhile,
is interpreted in connection
with history, language, col-
lective memory, and the
heritage of ancestors.

The poet’s moral views en-
courage people to be consci-
entious, honest, loyal, and
compassionate. His poetry
urges the reader to under-
stand themselves, love their
homeland, and preserve
their national values. Ab-
dulla Oripovs poems are
like a voice from the peo-
ple’s hearts, heard from afar.
In this voice, the essence of
the motherland, the memo-
ry of ancestors, the people’s
dreams, and the spiritual
heritage passed to future
generations are all embod-
ied. The poet’s lines remind
us of one truth: the more a
person understands their
homeland, language, histo-
ry, and spiritual roots, the
deeper they comprehend
their own self. In this sense,
Abdulla Oripov’s work is a
priceless treasure of Uzbek
poetry, and his artistic views
on the homeland, national
identity, and spiritual values
remain relevant today and
will continue to be import-
ant for future generations.

Saidqulova Nozima To'lgin
daughter

Karshi State Technical Uni-
versity

Irrigation engineering faculty
of master
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John Keats is known as one of the
most famous Romantic poets. His
life was full of miseries and difficul-
ties. Early in his life, he lost his fa-
ther. Six years later, his mother also
died of tuberculosis. These parental
losses had a profound impact on his
life and literary work.

Keats also trained as a surgeon and
became a licensed apothecary in
1816. He had a deep affection for the
literary works of Edmund Spenser.
Spenser’s famous work, The Faerie
Queene, inspired him greatly.

John Keats wrote his first sonnet, “O
Solitude!”, which contributed to his
introduction to important literary
figures and literary circles, including
Percy Bysshe Shelley and William
Wordsworth.

Moreover, an important aspect of
Keats’s poetry is the theme of un-
certainty. In poems such as Ode to a
Nightingale, Ode on a Grecian Urn,
and To Autumn, it becomes clear
that his poetry does not always pro-
vide a single, definite vision. Instead,
the reader engages with multiple
perspectives and interpretations.
Furthermore, grief and pain can be
seen throughout his work. In “On
Seeing a Butterfly;” he addresses the
butterfly and expresses a desire to
remain close to it. He wishes that it
would not fly away so that he could
experience comfort and recall mem-
ories associated with his childhood.
A sense of loneliness can also be felt
throughout his poetry. In Ode on
a Grecian Urn, he initially praises
the beauty and permanence of art.
Through this beautiful depiction, he
explores the transcendent relation-
ship between art, beauty, and the
sorrowful reality of human life.
John Keats is often called the poet
of beauty. His poetic philosophy
suggests that beauty is closely con-
nected with truth and human un-
derstanding. Critics have debated
this approach, with some arguing
that aesthetic experience can pro-
vide insight but should not neces-
sarily be regarded as a direct source
of knowledge. Keats’s poetry does
not always provide a clear resolution
to such questions; instead, he leaves
the reader with the freedom to inter-
pret and draw conclusions.

Unlike Wordsworth’s emphasis on
nature or Shelley’s tendency towards
abstract ideas, Keats strongly em-
phasized the importance of the five
senses. A beautiful portrayal of taste,
touch, smell, sight, and sound can
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be observed in The Eve of St. Agnes.
His poetry frequently transforms
sensory experience into an aesthetic
and imaginative experience.

His materialist tendency also em-
phasizes the physical world as an
important ground for meaning and
feeling. The themes of mortality and
loss are particularly vivid in his po-
etry. The roots of these themes can
partly be traced to the tragedies of
his life. Keats’s brother Tom died of
tuberculosis, and Keats himself lat-
er suffered from the same disease.
He experienced profound grief and
emotional suffering. His letters re-
veal his psychological struggles and
his complex relationship with reli-
gious belief.

Additionally, Keats’s relationship
with Fanny Brawne contributed to
his emotional turmoil. Critics ar-
gue that his love for Fanny Brawne
became an important source of in-
spiration for his poetry. This can
be seen particularly in works such
as The Eve of St. Agnes and “Bright
Star;” where romantic longing and
idealized love are powerfully repre-
sented. Although some critics may
consider such longing ordinary,
Keats transformed his personal
emotions into enduring works of art
through his poetic imagination.
John Keats has sometimes been de-
scribed as an escapist. The Battle of
Waterloo took place in 1815, while
England was also experiencing con-
siderable political and economic un-
rest, including the aftermath of the
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Peterloo Massacre and widespread
social difficulties. Keats did not di-
rectly engage extensively with the
political and economic conditions of
his country in his poetry. Instead, he
often turned towards beauty, imagi-
nation, nature, art, and dreams. This
is one reason why the element of es-
capism can be observed in his poet-
ry. He immerses himself in beautiful
descriptions and imagines an ideal
world beyond ordinary suffering.
Critics have therefore interpret-
ed his emphasis on beauty and the
senses as, in part, a retreat from the
political turmoil of his age. Howev-
er, his Romanticism and imaginative
escapism do not make his poetry
insignificant; rather, they reveal his
unique response to suffering and re-
ality.

Moreover, the soul of a poet is sen-
sitive. A poet deeply feels the hap-
penings around him, and external
circumstances can leave a profound
impact on his way of thinking. The
same can be observed in the life and
poetry of John Keats. Throughout
his life, he longed for happiness and
permanence. The early deaths of his
parents and, later, his brother deeply
affected him.

Another element that remained
close to Keats was pain. Literary
critics often suggest that his suffer-
ing contributed to the development
of his poetic genius. For Keats, pain
was not merely a punishment; it be-
came an important part of his artis-
tic and intellectual growth. A crucial
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feature of Keats’s poetry is his sensi-
tivity towards the feelings and expe-
riences of others. He takes seeming-
ly ordinary objects and transforms
them into sources of beauty and
reflection. For example, in Ode on a
Grecian Urn, he looks at an ancient
Greek urn and discovers profound
meaning in its artistic representa-
tion.

His poetry vividly demonstrates
that objects and experiences in na-
ture and art can possess their own
beauty and value. From a butterfly
to a starry night, almost every sub-
ject can become worthy of poetic
appreciation. Although escapism is
an important element of his poetry,
readers can also discover the mira-
cles of nature and reconsider the sig-
nificance of things that they normal-
ly overlook. His poetry invites the
wandering soul to find peace and
encourages readers to rethink their
ideas about ordinary experiences
and their surroundings.

The master of poetic depiction, John
Keats, gives us a valuable lesson
through both his life and his poet-
ry: sorrow and suffering are genuine
aspects of human existence, but they
can also be transformed through
imagination and art. Although his
life was full of troubles, he continued
to write about beauty and the seem-
ingly small but meaningful things
around him. Some of his writings
leave the reader free to enter a world
of imagination. Keats believed in the
power of the poet’s imagination and
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in the ability of poetry to hold ap-
parently contradictory experiences
together. His poetry has the power
not merely to introduce the reader
to a new concept but to transform
the reader’s emotional and imagina-
tive experience.

In conclusion, John Keats lived for
only twenty-five years, but his po-
etry and ideas about beauty, imag-
ination, love, and mortality remain
alive to this day. His life raises an
important question: is it better to
live for a hundred years without
leaving a significant legacy, or to live
a short life while creating something
that inspires generations? Keats’s
life was short but deeply influen-
tial. His famous association of truth
and beauty remains one of the most
memorable ideas in Romantic po-
etry. Although he had a brief lifes-
pan, his journey demonstrates that
a short life can be extraordinarily
meaningful when lived with dedica-
tion and creative potential. His life
is a powerful example of determina-
tion. Despite struggling with tuber-
culosis, personal loss, and emotional
suffering, he continued to write and
develop his poetic art. Like a warrior
fighting against overwhelming ene-
mies, Keats continued to pursue his
artistic vision. His life and poetry
remain a true inspiration for young
writers who strive to create mean-
ingful literature despite the difficul-
ties and obstacles they encounter.
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