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Countdown 2027 Sifuna brings to the table a different kind of political capital, and one that the opposition genuinely needs

The opposition’s 2027 gameplan

Former Deputy President Rigathi Gachagua
hosted Linda Mwananchi movement leader
Edwin Sifuna and allied opposition figures at
his Wamunyoro residence in Nyeri yesterday,
in talks that narrowed the United Opposition’s
potential 2027 presidential flagbearer to three
names: Gachagua, Sifuna and Wiper Patriotic
Front leader Kalonzo Musyoka.

The Mashujaa Day meeting was the most
substantive gathering of opposition principals
since the broad anti-Ruto coalition began tak-
ing shape in the months following Gachagua’s
impeachment last year. Those briefed on the
deliberations say the two camps reached broad
agreement that a single presidential candidate
would be named next year, and that the pro-
cess of arriving at that name would determine
whether the opposition enters the August 2027
election as a credible alternative or fragments
under the weight of competing ambitions and
wounded pride.

Page 9 Senators John Methu, Edwin Sifuna and DCP leader Rigathi Gachagua
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Wamunyoro talks: Gachagua and Sifuna
open Kenya’s 2027 opposition chapter

BY MKT REPORTER . .
O @themkenyatimes Some of the moments as captured in pictures

Former Deputy President Rigathi
Gachagua yesterday received Linda
Mwananchi leader Edwin Sifuna at
his Wamunyoro residence in Nyeri
for talks described as focused on
“the liberation of our country and
the formation of the Sixth Admin-
istration.”

Gachagua confirmed the meeting
on his social media platforms,
saying the discussions were candid
and constructive. “Wamunyoro has
long been a venue for consequen-
tial political consultations that
have helped shape a brighter future
for our great country;” he said.
“Today was such a day.”

The meeting is the clearest signal
yet that the two most prominent
opposition voices outside the
Ukombozi Alliance are coordinat-
ing seriously ahead of the August
2027 General Election. With Wiper
Patriotic Front leader Kalonzo
Musyoka also in the frame as a
potential flagbearer, the United
Opposition faces its defining test:
whether three ambitious principals
can subordinate personal interest
to collective purpose long enough
to mount a credible challenge
against an incumbent with every
institutional advantage.

Kenya has seen this story before.
The difference, this time, may be
that all three men know exactly
how it ends when it fails.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Government enforcement officers yesterday destroyed more than 29,240 litres of kangara and 140
litres of changaa during a crackdown on illicit brew dens in Kahawa West’s Soweto slums, Kiambu
County, arresting one man who was taken to Kasarani Police Station awaiting arraignment. The Na-
tional Authority for the Campaign Against Alcohol and Drug Abuse said its team, acting on intelli-
gence, also destroyed all equipment used in the brewing operation. Chief Executive Officer Anthony
Omerikwa credited community tip-offs for the success of the raid. “This is a clear demonstration that
NACADA will not relent in the fight against illicit alcohol,” he said. Kangara and changaa have been
linked to deaths, blindness and organ failure across Kenya’s informal settlements.
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The Kenya Editors Guild yesterday condemned the arrest and alleged assault of Citizen TV journalist
Francis Ode by police officers during fuel price protests in Nairobi’s central business district, de-
manding a formal apology from Inspector General of Police Douglas Kanja. Guild President Zubeidah
Kananu said Ode was covering a public press conference and peaceful demonstrations on Kimathi
Street when plainclothes officers detained him at Nairobi Central Police Station, ignoring his press
accreditation. “This represents a dangerous, continuing trend of law enforcement targeting journalists
to suppress public interest stories,” Kananu said. The Crime Journalists Association of Kenya echoed
the condemnation, calling for an independent investigation by the Independent Policing Oversight
Authority. Both organisations cited constitutional protections under Articles 34 and 29(c) guaranteeing
media freedom and protection from violence.

The Salaries and Remuneration Commission is proposing reforms that would tie public servants’ pay
rewards directly to measurable performance, moving away from routine budget absorption toward
verifiable achievement of set targets. The Commission’s Revised Framework for Recognising Produc-
tivity and Performance in the Public Service requires objective assessments and demonstrated results
before any financial recognition is granted. It cautions that all resulting costs must remain fiscally
sustainable. The proposals will be debated alongside the Draft National Productivity and Performance
Bill, 2026, and the Draft National Productivity Management Policy, 2026, during public participation
forums scheduled for today and October 23 across ten regional venues covering all 47 counties. The
Commission is urging stakeholders and members of the public to submit evidence-based contributions
on how performance should be measured and rewarded across government.

Nairobi has joined the World Cities Culture Forum, becoming the latest African capital to enter a
global network of 47 cities committed to placing culture at the centre of urban development, alongside
London, New York, Tokyo, Paris and S&o Paulo. Governor Sakaja Johnson said the membership re-
flected Nairobi’s emergence as a hub of creativity and innovation. “Our cultural heritage remains our
greatest anchor,” Johnson said. “We are fully committed to building a human-centric city where every
artist, creator and citizen finds space to thrive.” County Executive Rosemary Kariuki, whose docket
oversees culture, added that genuine urban development must be inclusive and community-driven.
“Culture belongs to the people,” she said. “Grassroots creativity and local traditions must directly
shape Nairobi’s identity.”

. —— -5 _— - -'__‘_-: iy - -
Search and rescue teams, police officers and students of Kirinyaga University yesterday spent a second
night at River Thiba Falls in Kutus, Kirinyaga County, searching for the body of a first-year student
who drowned on Sunday while attempting to help a friend in distress. The student, who hails from
Lodwar and enrolled at the university in September, is yet to be recovered. Lead diver Maulid Asman
said strong currents, considerable depth and submerged tree roots have severely hampered the search.
“The current is very strong and there are places where you can sink. We are also fearing death,” Asman
said. Residents called on authorities to install warning signs at the popular swimming site, noting the
falls had claimed lives before.

Former Prime Minister Raila Odinga is among 264 Kenyans honoured at yesterday’s Mashujaa Day
celebrations in Uasin Gishu County, recognised posthumously in the statesmanship category for his
contribution to multiparty democracy, constitutional reform and political inclusion. According to the
2026 National Heroes publication, Odinga played a central role in dismantling one-party dominance
during the 1990s democracy struggle and championed the promulgation of the Constitution of Kenya
2010 during his tenure as Prime Minister between 2008 and 2013. “He helped dismantle one-party
dominance and expand political freedoms,” the publication states. His recognition places him among a
select group of Kenyans whose contributions to the nation’s political and social development have been
formally acknowledged at the country’s highest national honour ceremony.
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Mashujaa Day celebration
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Mashujaa Day The day deserves a balanced assessment. It offered a valuable opportunity to celebrate national heroes, strengthen unity and showcase the North Rift’s potential

Mashujaa Day 2026: Eldoret’s moment of national pride, the
test of inclusion and the promises Kenya must no

BY Fredrick Kipchumba
Chelimo
© fkipchelimo@yahoo.com

Kenya marked Mashujaa Day yes-
terday at Kipchoge Keino Stadium
in Eldoret, bringing together the
country’s leadership, security agen-
cies and thousands of citizens in a
national celebration that gave the
North Rift region a prominent place
in the country’s public life.

The occasion was, by any visible
measure, well organised. The mil-
itary precision was on display, the
patriotic symbolism was present,
and Eldoret carried its hosting duties
with evident regional pride. For Ua-
sin Gishu and the wider North Rift,
the day meant more than a ceremo-
nial gathering. It was an opportunity
to demonstrate the region’s contribu-
tion to Kenya’s sporting excellence,
agricultural  strength, economic
development and national identity.
That opportunity was, in large part,
taken.

Yet once the final speeches conclud-
ed and the last vehicles departed the
stadium, a question settled over the
occasion that no amount of bunting
or fanfare could answer: beyond the
colour and ceremony, how success-
fully did Mashujaa Day respond to
the expectations of ordinary Ken-
yans, and how honestly did it em-
brace the principle that every citizen
belongs?

The theme of security, sports and
the economy was well chosen for
the North Rift. Security underpins
everything in a region where bandit-
ry and livestock theft have disrupted
livelihoods and eroded confidence in
public institutions. Sports, as Eldoret
and Nandi know better than most
parts of Kenya, represent a genuine
pathway to talent development, na-
tional recognition and employment.
Economic growth, when it reaches
households rather than remaining
a statistical abstraction, is the one
promise citizens are least willing to
accept on credit.

President William Ruto used his ad-
dress to reinforce confidence in his
administration’s direction, outlining
measures intended to ease the cost of
living, expand employment opportu-
nities for young people and deliver

2 ] i — y =3

infrastructure to underserved areas.
Those commitments were received,
as presidential announcements at na-
tional celebrations often are, with a
mixture of hope and cautious scep-
ticism. The distinction between an
announcement and an achievement
matters enormously. Tax relief must
translate into tangible reductions in
what families pay. Internship oppor-
tunities must be transparently adver-
tised and adequately funded. Devel-
opment timelines must be attached
to responsible institutions with the
resources and will to deliver them.
A promise made at a national cele-
bration carries particular weight pre-
cisely because it is made before the
entire country. It should be tracked
accordingly.

On security, the assessment must be
similarly measured. Communities in
parts of the North Rift have endured
years of disruption that no single na-
tional event can undo. Any genuine
improvement in the recovery of ille-
gal firearms, in the restoration of safe
access to farmland and in the return
of stability to pastoralist communi-
ties deserves honest recognition. But
the enduring measure of security is
not the peaceful conduct of a cele-
bration. It is whether a farmer can
work his land without fear, whether
a trader can travel the road to mar-
ket without risk, whether a child can
attend school without interruption.
Mashujaa Day should renew that
commitment rather than suggest the
challenge has been resolved.

For the wider region, the hosting

Mashujaa Day 2026

of a national celebration brought
visibility, commercial activity and
the kind of investment attention that
does not always find its way to the
North Rift. Nandi could reaffirm its
extraordinary contribution to Ken-
ya’s athletics legacy. Elgeyo-Marak-
wet could point to the champions it
has produced and continues to pro-
duce. Yet regional pride must not be
allowed to obscure legitimate dis-
appointment. The relocation of the
principal ceremony from Kamariny
Stadium in Iten to Eldoret, amid
incomplete construction at the Iten
venue, raised fair questions about
infrastructure delivery and the ex-
pectations of Elgeyo-Marakwet res-
idents who had anticipated hosting.
A continuing construction project
may signal commitment, but the
meaningful outcome will only arrive
when a completed, functional and
accessible stadium serves athletes
and the surrounding community.

The question of inclusivity is where
the day’s success becomes most dif-
ficult to assess, and most important
to address honestly. A national cel-
ebration is truly representative only
when the people who contribute to
the nation’s progress can partici-
pate meaningfully in its preparation,
execution and benefits. Inclusion
does not begin on the morning of
the event. It begins in the planning
rooms, in the procurement deci-
sions, in the accessibility audits and
in the consultation processes that
determine whether all citizens are
considered or merely assumed to be

present.

For persons with disabilities, the
test extends well beyond whether a
handful of individuals appeared in
the stadium or whether disability
received a mention in official re-
marks. Meaningful inclusion asks
harder questions. Were persons with
disabilities and their representative
organisations part of the planning
process? Were entrances, pathways,
seating areas, toilets and emergency
evacuation arrangements designed
with accessibility in mind? Was
sign-language interpretation avail-
able throughout, and was informa-
tion communicated in formats that
different needs require? Was partic-
ipation dignified, or was it symbolic
— the kind of inclusion that can be
photographed but not genuinely ex-
perienced?

Without independently verified evi-
dence, it would be unfair to declare
these standards either met or ne-
glected. What can be stated plainly is
that they are not optional courtesies.
They are legal obligations and moral
imperatives, and they apply to ev-
ery national celebration, not only to
those held in cities with established
disability infrastructure. Physical
attendance does not establish inclu-
sion. The absence of visible barriers
in a televised ceremony does not
prove that every participant enjoyed
equal access. A truly inclusive event
anticipates different needs rather
than expecting citizens to overcome
avoidable obstacles on their own.
Inclusion has an economic dimen-

w fulfil

sion too. Local traders, small enter-
prises, young people and community
organisations deserve a fair oppor-
tunity to benefit from the business
generated by a national event of this
scale. Where public procurement is
involved, transparency and com-
pliance with applicable law should
guide the allocation of contracts.
Residents should be able to identify
the employment created locally, the
businesses supported and the com-
munity benefits delivered. National
celebrations must not become occa-
sions on which public expenditure
flows generously while economic
opportunity remains concentrated
among a privileged few.

For the North Rift beyond the sta-
dium, the expectations run deeper
and longer than one day of nation-
al attention. Rural roads must reach
isolated communities. Water must
be reliable. Healthcare must be af-
fordable. Agricultural markets must
function fairly. Young people need
pathways, not only promises. Per-
sons with disabilities need accessi-
ble public infrastructure and equita-
ble employment, not just the right to
watch a celebration from an allocat-
ed section of the stands.

As Mashujaa Day 2026 concluded,
Kenya had reason to acknowledge
a well-executed ceremony and the
genuine regional pride it generated.
What the country must resist is the
temptation to confuse the success-
ful completion of a ceremony with
the fulfilment of the aspirations ex-
pressed within it. The heroes Kenya
celebrates fought for freedom, dig-
nity, justice and equal opportunity.
Their legacy does not call for a mag-
nificent stadium. It calls for a nation
in which the farmer feels secure, the
young person finds a fair opportuni-
ty, the vulnerable receive care and
the person with a disability partici-
pates on equal terms — not as an af-
terthought, but as a matter of course.
The true measure of Mashujaa Day
is not how magnificently Kenya
marks it in a single afternoon, but
how faithfully it honours that sacri-
fice across the remaining three hun-
dred and sixty-four days. When in-
clusion becomes practice, promises
become measurable results and dig-
nity becomes the daily experience of
every citizen, the spirit of Kenya’s
heroes will have found its fullest and
most deserving expression.
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Politics The stakes could hardly be higher. Kenya’s opposition has been here before — energised, apparently united and speaking the language of inevitability

The opposition’s 2027 gameplan: Gachagua,
Sifuna and Kalonzo begin the long game

Three men, one ticket and a fractured coalition — Kenya’s opposition enters its most consequential political

season since 2022

BY David Kimani
O @themtkenyatimes

Former Deputy President Rigathi
Gachagua hosted Linda Mwanan-
chi movement leader Edwin Sifu-
na and allied opposition figures at
his Wamunyoro residence in Nyeri
yesterday, in talks that narrowed
the United Opposition’s potential
2027 presidential flagbearer to three
names: Gachagua, Sifuna and Wip-
er Patriotic Front leader Kalonzo
Musyoka.

The Mashujaa Day meeting was the
most substantive gathering of op-
position principals since the broad
anti-Ruto coalition began taking
shape in the months following Gach-
agua’s impeachment last year. Those
briefed on the deliberations say the
two camps reached broad agreement
that a single presidential candidate
would be named next year, and that
the process of arriving at that name
would determine whether the oppo-
sition enters the August 2027 elec-
tion as a credible alternative or frag-
ments under the weight of competing
ambitions and wounded pride.

The stakes could hardly be higher.
Kenya’s opposition has been here
before — energised, apparently unit-
ed and speaking the language of in-
evitability — only to unravel in the
final stretch when the personal cal-
culations of individual leaders over-
whelmed the collective interest. The
question hanging over Wamunyoro
yesterday was whether this gather-
ing represented something genuinely
different, or whether it was the open-
ing act of a familiar drama whose
ending the country already knows.
The political arithmetic facing the
opposition is formidable. President
William Ruto enters the campaign
cycle with the institutional advantag-
es of incumbency, a functioning gov-
ernment machinery and the residual
loyalty of the Mount Kenya political
establishment that his administration
has worked systematically to consol-
idate. He also benefits from a frac-
tured opposition that has spent much
of the past year arguing about struc-
ture, sequence and seniority rather
than building the grassroots pres-
ence that wins elections in Kenya’s
47 counties. Defeating him will re-

Linda Mananichi leaders at Rigathi Gachagua’s Wamunyoro residence

quire the kind of unified opposition
that the country has rarely managed
to sustain beyond the announcement
stage.

Gachagua was direct about what he
is attempting to build and, equally,
about what he is attempting to shed.
“Watu wengine wanatubandika ma-
jina — other people are labelling us
— but we are not as complicated as
people say,” he told those gathered
at his Nyeri home. “Let nobody tell
you we are tribal. We are not. Be-
cause when we supported President
William Ruto, he was a Kalenjin.
He was not Kamau and he was not
Njoroge.” The statement was a cal-
culated effort to reframe the DCP
leader’s public image, which critics
have sought to define along ethnic
lines — a framing Gachagua argues
is both inaccurate and, more impor-
tantly, politically disqualifying in a
national election that no candidate
can win from a regional base alone.

His willingness to be seen publicly
with Sifuna is itself a significant sig-
nal. Last month, speaking during a
visit to the United States, Gachagua
floated a proposition that would have
been unthinkable a year ago. “If we
do our arithmetic and find that Sifu-
na is the one who will take this per-
son home early, so be it. And there
is no problem. Even I, Riggy G, can
deputise Sifuna. What is wrong with
that? Even Sifuna can deputise me,”
he said. The statement was widely
read as an acknowledgement that

Gachagua, despite commanding the
loudest voice in the nascent coali-
tion, understands that his own presi-
dential prospects may ultimately de-
pend on geography and polling data
rather than personal preference or
political seniority. It was a rare mo-
ment of public flexibility from a pol-
itician not previously known for it.
Sifuna brings to the table a different
kind of political capital, and one that
the opposition genuinely needs. As
the leader of Linda Mwananchi and
the architect of The Equitable Party
— currently undergoing rebranding
— he has cultivated a following an-
chored in urban centres, the youth
vote and constituencies that feel
economically left behind under the
current administration. His politi-
cal communication style, direct and
confrontational where Kalonzo is
measured and Gachagua is combat-
ive, has found particular resonance
among younger voters whose partic-
ipation in 2027 could prove decisive.
His base does not overlap neatly
with Gachagua’s strongholds in the
Mount Kenya region or Kalonzo’s
established presence in Ukambani,
which is precisely what makes a
tripartite arrangement theoretically
attractive — and practically compli-
cated.

Kalonzo’s position adds a further,
critical layer of complexity. The
Wiper Patriotic Front leader recently
unveiled The Ukombozi Alliance, a
rebranding of the Azimio la Umoja

One Kenya coalition, and is expect-
ed to visit Gachagua at Wamunyoro
in the coming days for follow-up
consultations. The DCP, however,
has been deliberately non-committal
about joining TUA, and the reasons
are not difficult to read. Deputy DCP
Party Leader Cleophas Malala set
out his party’s position with unusu-
al candour last month. “When they
have united as the Ukombozi coali-
tion, they can come and sit with us.
Let us understand each other. DCP
will not enter Azimio. They should
all hold together, then us and Sifuna
hold together, and then we talk,” he
said. The subtext is clear: DCP in-
tends to negotiate from a position of
independence, not absorption.

That formulation reveals the struc-
tural tension at the heart of the op-
position’s challenge. DCP and Linda
Mwananchi appear to be construct-
ing a parallel track — one designed
to eventually negotiate with, rather
than subordinate itself to, the Ukom-
bozi Alliance. Whether Kalonzo,
a three-time presidential candidate
with his own legitimate claim to the
flagbearer position, accepts that ar-
rangement without a fight is far from
certain. His own political survival
depends on retaining the Ukambani
bloc as a coherent bargaining unit,
and that bloc’s loyalty is not uncon-
ditional. Should he feel marginalised
by the Gachagua-Sifuna axis, the co-
alition calculus changes entirely.
Kenya’s electoral history offers so-

bering context for all of this. The
2022 election demonstrated that
coalition arithmetic, however com-
pelling on paper, can unravel rapidly
when individual leaders sense that
the collective arrangement disad-
vantages their personal prospects.
Raila Odinga’s four attempts at the
presidency — each accompanied
by a broad coalition built on similar
rhetoric of unity and change — pro-
duced three losses and one bitterly
disputed result. The lesson the cur-
rent opposition must absorb is that
unity of convenience, assembled in
the final months before an election,
consistently underperforms unity of
conviction built patiently over a sus-
tained period with shared structures,
shared resources and shared risk.
The August 2027 election also ar-
rives against an economic backdrop
that will shape the political environ-
ment as powerfully as any coalition
arrangement. The cost of living,
youth unemployment, taxation and
the inconsistent delivery of public
services are the issues that ordinary
Kenyans talk about at matatus, mar-
ket stalls and kitchen tables. The op-
position’s task is not only to agree
on a candidate but to develop a co-
herent, credible policy alternative
that gives voters a reason to choose
something new, not merely to reject
what exists. On that front, the work
has barely begun.

Gachagua’s Wamunyoro meeting
was a beginning, not a conclusion.
The negotiations that actually mat-
ter — over who carries the flag, who
stands as running mate, which par-
ties dissolve into which structures,
how campaign resources are shared
and which regional leaders receive
which assurances — lie ahead.
Those conversations will be harder,
less collegial and considerably less
amenable to the carefully managed
public messaging that yesterday’s
gathering produced.

Three men believe they can beat
William Ruto. The country is watch-
ing to see which one of them blinks
first — and whether the one left
standing will be strong enough to
finish the job.
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TAX At the centre of the package is the proposed PAYE exemption for employees earning KSh32,333 or less monthly

Ruto unveils tax relief for
low-income earners as Kenyans
seek respite from rising costs

The President’s Mashujaa Day package promises

lower deductions, cheaper phones and 50,000 intern-

ship places — but Parliament must first approve ev-

ery word of it

BY Collins Kibet
O @themtkenyatimes

President William Ruto yes-
terday announced a package
of proposed tax and econom-
ic measures at the Mashujaa
Day celebrations in Eldoret,
including exempting workers
earning KSh32,333 or less per
month from Pay As You Earn
income tax, scrapping import
duty on mobile phones and
expanding the national intern-
ship programme by 50,000

places from January 2027.

The announcements, made at
Kipchoge Keino Stadium in
Uasin Gishu County before
thousands of Kenyans, were
framed as a direct response
to mounting public pressure
over the cost of living, un-
employment and the afford-
ability of basic necessities.
Ruto said the measures were
intended to put more money
into the pockets of hardwork-
ing Kenyans and strengthen
household purchasing power.

The proposals must, however,
go to Parliament for approv-
al before any changes take
legal effect — a distinction
the government will need to
communicate clearly to avoid
confusion between intention
and implementation.

At the centre of the package
is the proposed PAYE exemp-
tion for employees earning
KSh32,333 or less monthly.
PAYE is the system through
which employers deduct in-
come tax from salaries and
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remit it to the Kenya Revenue

Authority. For workers on
modest wages, even small de-
ductions bite hard against the
cost of rent, food, school fees
and transport. If approved,
the exemption could leave
qualifying employees with a
meaningful, if modest, im-
provement in take-home pay.
The actual benefit will depend
on the final legal provisions,
the eligible population and
the date the change takes ef-
fect. The government has yet
to explain how the resulting
revenue shortfall will be ac-
commodated within a budget
already under pressure.

The second measure pro-
poses exempting land trans-
actions valued at KSh1M or
below from stamp duty, with
progressive rates applied to
higher-value deals. Stamp
duty forms part of the upfront
cost of transferring property
and can be a significant bar-
rier for lower-income buyers
seeking to secure land for
homes or small investments.
The relief is meaningful,
though stamp duty is only one
component of property acqui-
sition costs. Legal fees, regis-
tration charges and survey ex-
penses will continue to apply,
limiting the full affordability
gain for the most financially
stretched buyers.

The third proposal — remov-
ing the 25 per cent import
duty on mobile phones — re-
flects a broader government
argument that smartphones
are no longer consumer luxu-
ries but essential tools for ed-
ucation, digital banking, busi-
ness and online employment.
Implementing the change will
require navigating regional
customs frameworks. Wheth-

President William Ruto

er consumers ultimately see
lower retail prices will depend
on how importers and retailers
respond, alongside exchange
rate movements, distribution
costs and market competition.
The direction of travel, how-
ever, is the right one.

The fourth measure targets
youth unemployment through
an expanded National Intern-
ship Programme. An addition-
al 50,000 places are planned
from January 2027, with par-
ticipants receiving monthly
stipends and structured work-
place experience. Ruto said
recruitment would follow a
digital, merit-based process,
with incentives pursued to
draw private employers into
the scheme. The proposal ad-
dresses a well-documented
trap facing graduates: em-
ployers demand experience,
yet first opportunities remain
elusive. For university, TVET
and Kenya Medical Training
College graduates, additional
internship places could pro-
vide a genuine bridge between
education and employment
— provided the placements
are meaningful, the funding
is secured and transparency
governs the selection process.
The announcements arrive
at a politically charged mo-
ment. With the 2027 Gener-
al Election moving steadily
into view, the government is
acutely aware that economic
frustration has been build-
ing across households of ev-
ery income level. Tax relief,
cheaper technology and youth
employment programmes are
precisely the kind of visible,
tangible commitments that
resonate with voters — and
precisely the kind that invite
scrutiny when implementa-

tion lags behind rhetoric.
Parliament’s role will be de-
cisive. Legislators will need
to examine the fiscal impli-
cations of each proposal, as-
sess the revenue impact and
satisfy themselves that the
intended benefits justify the
costs. Competing budget-
ary demands — education,
healthcare, infrastructure and
social protection — do not
disappear because a Mashujaa
Day speech has been made.
The distribution of benefits
also warrants honest assess-
ment. Workers outside the
formal PAYE system — casu-
al labourers, informal traders,
subsistence farmers and the
unemployed — will not ben-
efit directly from a salary-tax
exemption. Cheaper phones
and reduced property trans-
action costs may reach some
of these groups indirectly, but
the economic challenges fac-
ing Kenya’s informal majority
require broader and more de-
liberate intervention.

For the millions of Kenyans
who welcomed yesterday’s
announcements with cautious
hope, the questions are famil-
iar and reasonable. Will the
legislation be drafted prompt-
ly? Will the administrative
procedures be transparent?
Will the benefits reach those
who need them most, or dissi-
pate somewhere between the
announcement and the imple-
mentation?

Ruto has made the promise.
Parliament must now test it,
and Kenya will watch closely
to see whether the morning
after Mashujaa Day looks any
different from the one before
it.
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Heroes We work through freezing nights so the streets are clean, yet we remain invisible and unrecognised for the essential service we give Kenya

The Heroes Kenya celebrates
but rarely sees

As Kenya celebrates Mashujaa Day, true recognition

of heroism goes beyond national honours to include

the dignity, protection and support afforded to those

whose everyday sacrifices keep the country running.

BY Oduor Rosequillet
Nabwire
O @themtkenyatimes

At 4:30 a.m., while Eldoret
is still quiet, Emmanuel Kip-
chirchir is already sweep-
ing its streets. Armed with
a broom and a shovel, the
29-year-old sanitation worker
clears rubbish and unblocks
drains clogged with waste.
For five years, Kipchirchir
has worked in Eldoret’s cen-
tral business district. When
dignitaries visit, sanitation
workers put in extra hours to
tidy the streets, yet their ef-
forts often go unnoticed.

“We work through freezing
nights so the streets are clean,
yet we remain invisible and
unrecognised for the essential
service we give Kenya,” he
says.

The work exposes Kip-
chirchir to physical danger.
As he handles waste and
clears drains, he encounters
broken glass and discarded
needles that can cause serious
injuries.

“Unblocking storm drains
with my bare hands means
risking serious injury just to
keep the town from flood-
ing before the rain starts,” he
says.

Despite these risks, Kip-
chirchir earns KSh450 a day.
As a single father of three
who also supports his elderly
mother in Turbo, he struggles
to provide for his family, par-
ticularly when his wages are
delayed for weeks.

In Nairobi’s Muthurwa Mar-
ket, Wanjiku Muthoni, 48,
carries a different responsibil-
ity. For 14 years, she has sold
vegetables and dry cereals
from a wooden crate to sup-
port her four children and two
orphaned nieces.

Her day begins at 3:30 a.m.
in Pipeline, Embakasi. By
4:15 am., she is travelling
to Wakulima Market, popu-

larly known as Marikiti, to
buy produce before carrying
it across the railway tracks to
Muthurwa. She aims to open
her stall by 6 a.m.

Her daily sales range from
KSh2,500 to KSh4,000, but
after paying for stock, trans-
port and other expenses,
she often retains less than
KSh800.

“People see me selling
KSh20 kale at dusk, but they
don’t see the mud in Mariki-
ti or the heavy sacks I carry.
This single crate pays school
fees and feeds two house-
holds,” she says.

Wanjiku’s stall also serves
as an informal safety net for
struggling mothers.

“A mother with nothing to
feed her children doesn’t go
to a bank; she comes to my
stall because in this neigh-
bourhood, we look out for one
another,” she says.

When customers cannot af-
ford food, she sometimes al-
lows them to take vegetables
on credit, recording their
debts in a small book. If they
remain unpaid at the end of
the month, she tears out the
page and absorbs the loss.
The wunpaid debts have
strained her finances.
“Unpaid debts left me with
so little cash flow that I de-
faulted on my chama savings
for four months,” she says.
Missing the contributions
cost her access to a business
expansion loan, delaying her
plans to grow the enterprise.
The financial pressures affect-
ing her customers have also
held back her own progress.
“We don’t ask for national
medals or speeches on televi-
sion,” she says. “We just want
street lights that work, securi-
ty at night, and lower market
tariffs so that our sweat actu-
ally counts for something at
the end of the day.”

For Wanjiku, the difference
between recognition and

meaningful support is found
in the conditions under which
she earns a living. In public
hospitals, similar pressures
confront workers whose re-
sponsibilities can mean the
difference between life and
death.

In Nyando, Kisumu Coun-
ty, Oyoo, a pseudonym used
to protect the source’s iden-
tity, works as a community
health worker in the emergen-
cy unit at Ahero Sub-County
Hospital. With nine years of
healthcare experience, Oyoo
balances 12-hour shifts with
raising two children.

During a severe cholera spike
in 2025, Oyoo recalls staying
at the facility for 32 hours be-
cause of staff shortages and
helping establish hydration
lines for more than 40 paedi-
atric patients.

“When a child comes in de-
hydrated from cholera and
you don’t have enough IV
fluids in the ward, you don’t
sleep that night. You impro-
vise, you stay hours past your
shift, and you pray. That is
not extraordinary to us. That
is just Tuesday,” Oyoo says.
Shortages of  protective
equipment and rehydration
supplies, coupled with gener-
ator failures, further compli-
cate emergency care.
“Patients sometimes think we
don’t care because the queues
are long or the medicine runs
out. They don’t see that we
are fighting the same broken
system they are. We don’t
need praise; we need working
equipment and enough hands
on deck,” Oyoo says.

Oyoo’s account highlights
the strain on healthcare
workers who must respond
to emergencies with limited
resources. Personal commit-
ment cannot substitute for ad-
equate staffing, essential sup-
plies and reliable equipment.
For border officer Mwai,
whose name is also a pseud-

onym, the cost of service is
often measured in time spent
away from family. His work
in border control and immi-
gration has meant missing
birthdays, school sports days
and anniversaries while sta-
tioned hundreds of kilometres
from his wife and children.
“When you look at a travel-
ler holding their child’s hand
while passing through your
counter, you swallow a lump
in your throat because you
haven’t held your own kids in
months. That silent homesick-
ness is a uniform many offi-
cers wear every single day,”
he says.

His duties include verifying
travel documents and mon-
itoring cross-border move-
ment, responsibilities that
often go unnoticed when op-
erations proceed smoothly.
“A border officer is the coun-
try’s first filter and its quietest
shield. If we do our job right,
nothing happens, and that’s
the point,” he says.

Mwai says reliable digital
verification systems, adequate
housing at remote stations,
fair risk allowances and men-
tal health support would im-
prove officers’ working con-
ditions.

Heroism is not confined to
the workplace. It can also be
expressed by citizens who
risk their safety to demand
accountability and insist that
their rights be respected.
During the 2024 Finance
Bill protests, young Kenyans
took to the streets to oppose
tax proposals they consid-
ered burdensome and call for
greater government account-
ability. For some, the demon-
strations were an expression

The he

of economic frustration; for
others, they became an expe-
rience marked by violence,
injury and loss.

Frank Okoth, who was shot
six times during the protests,
described what had brought
him to the streets in an inter-
view with Citizen TV on July
1,2024.

“Before maandamano I had
gone to look for work but was
unsuccessful, so I went for the
protests,” he said.

His account illustrates the
economic frustrations that
shaped some young people’s
participation in the demon-
strations. Yet the consequenc-
es extended far beyond the
demands voiced in the streets.

On June 25, 2024, 25-year-
old Erickson Kyalo Mutisya
was shot dead near Parlia-
ment. His death left his moth-
er, Caroline Mutisya, grieving
and seeking justice. Speak-
ing at a commemoration two
years later, she said, “I have
come here today to remember
my son, who was killed just
50 metres from Parliament,
and to demand justice for his
death.”

Her words bring the cost of
the protests into sharp focus.
Behind the public debate over
taxation and accountabili-
ty are families left to mourn
loved ones and survivors still
seeking answers.

The Kenya National Com-
mission on Human Rights
documented 60 deaths and
601 injuries linked to the
demonstrations between June
18 and July 15, 2024. These
figures represent lives lost,
people injured and families
whose futures were changed
by the violence.

roes Kenya

tes but

Recognising those who died
means remembering them
as individuals, supporting
the families they left behind
and pursuing accountability
for violations. It also means
protecting the constitution-
al right to peaceful assembly
under Article 37 of Kenya’s
Constitution. The courage to
demand change should never
mean that citizens must pay
for exercising their rights with
their lives.

After Mashujaa Day, Kip-
chirchir will return to sweep-
ing Eldoret’s streets, Wanjiku
will rise before dawn to buy
stock, Oyoo will return to
caring for patients, and Mwai
will continue serving far from
family. For the young Ken-
yans who took to the streets
demanding accountability, the
pursuit of justice continues.
Together, their experiences
show that heroism extends
beyond the names on nation-
al honours lists. It lives in
the workers who keep towns
clean, the traders who sustain
families, the healthcare work-
ers who care for the sick, the
officers who serve away from
home and the citizens who
stand up to demand account-
ability.

The true measure of Mashu-
jaa Day is not simply whom
the nation honours, but what
it does for those whose sac-
rifices sustain it. Recognition
must translate into dignified
working conditions, fair live-
lihoods, protection of consti-
tutional rights and justice for
those whose rights have been
violated. A country that hon-
ours its heroes must also stand
by them.
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Chaos Police lobbed tear gas canisters to disperse crowds during running battles that lasted several hours outside Kipchoge Keino Stadium

Violence mars Meru

Mashujaa Day as Mwangaza

motorcade attacked

Running battles outside Githongo stadium cast a

shadow over a ceremony meant to honour Kenya’s

freedom fighters

BY Brian Gitonga
O @themtkenyatimes

Mashujaa Day celebrations
in Meru County descended
into chaos yesterday when
suspected armed assailants
clashed with police in Gi-
thongo after former Governor
Kawira Mwangaza attempted
to attend the national event
presided over by her suc-
cessor, Governor Mutuma
M’Ethingia, turning a cere-
mony meant to honour Ken-
ya’s heroes into a scene of po-
litical confrontation and street
violence.

Police lobbed tear gas can-
isters to disperse crowds
during running battles that
lasted several hours outside
Kipchoge Keino Stadium.
Mwangaza’s motorcade was
allegedly attacked, several ve-
hicle windows shattered, and
her entourage was ultimately
forced to retreat to Nkubu Po-
lice Station, where she filed
a formal complaint and ad-
dressed journalists in a visibly
shaken state. The violence
unfolded as dignitaries inside
the venue delivered speeches
about sacrifice, unity and the
values Kenya’s independence
heroes died defending — a
contrast so sharp it bordered
on the grotesque.

Inside the stadium,
M’Ethingia addressed resi-
dents alongside Deputy Gov-
ernor Lindah Kiome and oth-
er county officials, drawing
on the occasion’s patriotic
themes with evident com-
posure. “Mashujaa Day re-
minds us that freedom was
not handed to Kenyans on
a silver platter,” he said. “It
was earned through courage,
sacrifice, determination and
an unshakable belief that our
people deserved freedom and

dignity to determine their
own destiny.” He acknowl-
edged the freedom fighters
who endured imprisonment,
displacement and death under
colonial rule, noting that their
sacrifices secured liberties
enjoyed by generations who
never shared their suffering.
“They made sacrifices so that
we, their children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren,
can stand here today as free
citizens of a sovereign nation.
That is the greatness of true
heroism: sacrificing for a fu-
ture that you may never per-
sonally enjoy,” M’Ethingia
said.

The governor explained that
Githongo had been deliber-
ately selected as the venue to
honour freedom fighters from
Central Imenti, among them
Bai Mungi, who he identified
as a significant figure in the
independence struggle. The
choice was intended to recog-
nise the region’s contribution
to Kenya’s liberation — a
gesture of historical acknowl-
edgement that the violence
outside threatened to over-
shadow entirely.

M’Ethingia used the plat-
form to announce develop-
ment commitments and to
draw a sharp contrast between
his administration’s approach
and that of his predecessor.
He cited KSh1.2B in national
government support direct-
ed towards expanding Meru
Teaching and Referral Hos-
pital, a project intended to
raise the facility to Level Six
status by meeting the required
bed capacity. He also pointed
to the KSh1.2B Gakoromone
Market project as further ev-
idence of productive cooper-
ation between the county and
national governments, argu-
ing that such investments rep-
resented the kind of tangible

development Meru residents
deserved.

His remarks about Mwan-
gaza were direct and, by the
standards of a national holiday
address, unusually personal.
He accused her of encourag-
ing dependency through the
distribution of gumboots and
blankets rather than priori-
tising infrastructure, health
facilities and economic proj-
ects. “Do Githongo residents
need gumboots and blankets,
or do they deserve better proj-
ects like hospitals?” he asked
the crowd. “As the Ameru
community, we have refused
to continue worshipping the
poverty that Kawira Mwan-
gaza is trying to bring to the
people by brainwashing them
into believing that giving
them gumboots and blankets
is like giving them the whole
world.” He closed his po-
litical remarks by declaring
Meru a “two-term county,”
pledging the region’s support
for President William Ruto’s
re-election in the 2027 Gener-
al Election.

Outside, the picture was con-
siderably darker. Mwangaza
told reporters at Nkubu Police
Station that she had formally
notified County Commission-
er George Omollo of her in-
tention to attend the Githon-
go celebrations three days in
advance and had received no
objection. She alleged that the
situation on the ground sug-
gested her arrival had been
anticipated and prepared for
— not with a welcome, but
with an organised blockade.
“As we were on our way,
we discovered that more than
ten lorries had ferried goons
into the area overnight,” she
said. “We have the regis-
tration numbers of all those
vehicles, and we also know
the drivers.” She claimed the

Meru county Governor Mutuma M’Ethingia reads his speech at Githongo | P4ste: Brian Gitonga

groups had been positioned
at multiple points across Gi-
thongo to prevent her entou-
rage from reaching the venue
and alleged that assailants
were armed with machetes
and clubs. “The goons were
scattered all over Githongo,
armed with machetes and
rungus, ready to fight. As we
approached, we realised our
way had been blocked. Short-
ly afterwards, they began at-
tacking us with stones and
bullets.” She added that more
than 3,000 people advanced
on her motorcade before her
team made the decision to

withdraw.

M’Ethingia’s office had not
responded to the allegations
by the time of going to press.
Police had not issued a formal
statement on either the clash-
es or the alleged attack on the
former governor’s convoy.
The accusations are serious
and demand investigation
that is both prompt and inde-
pendent. A national holiday
honouring men and women
who gave their lives so that
Kenyans could live freely and
safely is precisely the wrong
occasion for political intim-
idation, organised violence

and the silencing of voices
through force. Whatever the
political disputes between
Meru’s current and former
governors, they belong in
courts, in council chambers
and at the ballot box — not on
the streets of Githongo, where
freedom fighters once walked.
That Kenya’s heroes were
being celebrated inside one
building while alleged polit-
ical violence raged outside
it is not merely ironic. It is a
failure that Meru’s leadership,
and Kenya’s institutions, must
answer for honestly.

Former Meru Governor Kawira Mwangaza. | Plste: Kawira Mwangaza
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Kenya-Ethiopia trade Abiy pointed to the energy sector as the most tangible expression of that synergy already in operation

partnership at
Eldoret ceremony

The Ethiopian prime minister used Kenya’s national

holiday to make the case for economic integration,

citing clean energy, mobile money and cross-border

commerce as the pillars of a shared future

BY James Mwangi
O @themtkenyatimes

Ethiopian Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed called yester-
day for a stronger economic
partnership between Ethiopia
and Kenya, telling thousands
gathered at Kipchoge Keino
Stadium in Eldoret that trade
and business cooperation of-
fered both nations the clearest
path to shared prosperity.

Abiy’s appearance at Ken-
ya’s 63rd Mashujaa Day cel-
ebrations as a guest of Presi-
dent William Ruto was itself

a diplomatic statement — a
visible affirmation of the bi-
lateral relationship at a mo-
ment when East Africa’s re-
gional architecture is being
tested by conflict, economic
pressure and shifting political
alignments. That the leader
of Africa’s second most pop-
ulous nation chose to frame
his address around commerce
rather than security or politics
was deliberate, and the mes-
sage landed with the weight
of a leader who understands
that durable relationships be-
tween neighbours are built in
markets, not only in meeting

rooms.
He reached for an Ethiopian
concept to make his central
argument. “We rise as rivals.
We build as partners,” Abiy
told the stadium. “In Ethio-
pia, we call this spirit Mad-
ama. It means synergy.” The
word was new to most in the
audience, but its meaning was
unmistakable — a philoso-
phy of mutual reinforcement
over zero-sum competition,
applied to two countries that
share a long border, a shared
economic corridor and a
growing interdependence that
both governments have rea-

Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed is welcomed by President William Ruto

son to deepen.

Abiy pointed to the energy
sector as the most tangible
expression of that synergy
already in operation. Since
2022, he said, clean power
has crossed the border from
Ethiopia into Kenya, bringing
electricity to homes and fuel
to industry along a transmis-
sion corridor that has quietly
become one of the most con-
sequential infrastructure links
in the region. The road from
Mombasa to Hawassa —
Kenya’s port gateway feeding
directly into Ethiopia’s indus-
trial heartland — was cited as
further evidence that the two
economies are already more
integrated than their political
conversations sometimes sug-
gest. “Our partnership grows
through our businesses,” he
said.

On digital financial services,
Abiy was specific in a way
that carried considerable
commercial and symbolic
weight. Safaricom’s expan-
sion into Ethiopia, one of the
most watched private sector
developments in East Africa
in recent years, was present-
ed not merely as a corporate
success story but as a bridge
between two peoples. “Today,
Safaricom connects millions
of Ethiopians and M-Pesa
helps people send money and
make payments,” he said. The
observation reflects a broad-
er truth about how economic
integration actually happens
in practice — not primarily
through formal trade agree-
ments, though those matter,
but through the daily financial
transactions of ordinary peo-
ple who can now move mon-
ey across a border as easily as
they send a text message.
Safaricom’s Ethiopian opera-
tion, which launched in 2022

after the company won one
of only two available com-
mercial telecommunications
licences, has navigated a com-
plex entry into a market long
dominated by the state-owned
Ethio Telecom. Its gradual
expansion and the rollout of
M-Pesa services in Ethiopia
represent exactly the kind of
private sector-led integra-
tion that Abiy was invoking
— commercial relationships
that create stakeholders in the
bilateral partnership on both
sides of the border and make
the relationship more resilient
to political disruption.

The prime minister’s address
moved beyond infrastructure
and technology to make a
more human appeal. He called
on the two governments to re-
duce barriers for farmers and
producers trading across the
shared border, and urged both
countries to make it easier for
their citizens to travel, experi-
ence each other’s cultures and
learn together. “Our farmers
and producers must be able to
trade more easily across our
borders,” he said. “Let more
of our people visit each oth-
er’s countries, discover our
cultures, and learn together.”
It was a reminder that eco-
nomic integration, at its most
durable, is built on personal
connections and mutual fa-
miliarity rather than purely on
trade statistics and bilateral
agreements.

The bilateral relationship
between Kenya and Ethiopia
has grown considerably in
depth and complexity over
the past decade. The two
countries cooperate on secu-
rity matters along their shared
border regions, coordinate on
infrastructure projects link-
ing the East African coast to
landlocked Ethiopia, and have

increasingly aligned their po-
sitions within regional bodies
including the Intergovern-
mental Authority on Devel-
opment. Kenya’s port infra-
structure at Mombasa remains
Ethiopia’s primary gateway
to global maritime trade fol-
lowing Addis Ababa’s loss
of direct Red Sea access after
Eritrea’s independence, a geo-
graphical reality that gives the
bilateral partnership a struc-
tural importance that outlasts
any individual administration.
Abiy closed his remarks with
a direct pledge to Ruto and
to the Kenyan public. He af-
firmed that Ethiopia would
continue to stand with Kenya,
and he urged Ruto to sustain
and deepen the partnership
that had already produced
measurable results. The mes-
sage was warm, but it carried
the practical undertone of a
leader who wants the relation-
ship institutionalised rather
than dependent on the person-
al rapport between two heads
of state.

That institutionalisation is
precisely what Kenya and
Ethiopia need to pursue.
Presidential friendships are
valuable but transient. Trade
corridors, energy grids, dig-
ital payment networks and
simplified border procedures
outlast any individual leader
and create constituencies for
continued cooperation that are
far more powerful than diplo-
matic goodwill alone.

Abiy came to Eldoret to cel-
ebrate Kenya’s heroes. He left
having made the case that the
best tribute to those who built
these nations is ensuring that
the generations who follow
them do not have to choose
between being neighbours
and being partners.
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Patience and kindness If you really want to do something,
you will find a way!

Their heart stays open, gentle with pride. We will find the way!
Even if we don’t have time
We will steal the time & do it!
Being polite is truly their art,

Kind words flow straight from the heart If we don’t want todo it
If we don’t give much importance
If it is not in our priority list
We will find an excuse

They win not by noise, anger, or fight,
But by calm minds and actions right.

) . o In patience they grow, in kindness they stay, GSwapna
The Patience person will excel in life, Such souls light the world every day. Otherwise, you will ask excuse! Agricultural Instructor
The envious person loses their joy in strife. GHSS, Thirupputkuzhi
Kanchipuram District
V. JAYANTHI Where there is a will, there is a way Tamilnadu India
One who loves life deeply and true Graduate teacher Our will power makes us to reach the place we
Doesn’t know how to stay angry with you. Creative writer want to reach!
PUMS Konganancherry If we want to achieve anything
. . o Chengalpattu district
They carry no jealousy hidden inside, Tamil Nadu If we concentrate on it truly

Mission-driven mindset Nothing destroys you faster than
your own mind.

That once stood strong and tall.
A whisper of fear can make you fall,
Faster than any enemy’s call.

Yet faith lights a path when hope seems astray,
And willpower rises to conquer your shame.

Do not let your thoughts weave in prisons of pain,
Nor let your own fears extinguish your fire;
Turn every defeat into strength you can gain,
And climb beyond doubt to heights you aspire.

Your mind can plant both thorn and flower,
It holds your weakness, holds your power.
It can be a prison, dark and blind,

Or a gentle, healing, quiet mind.

Your mind can destroy you or help you rise;
Master your thoughts, and conquer the skies.

- Dr.V.Anuradha
Assistant Professor
PG & Research Department of English,
Vellalar College for Women,

So guard the thoughts you let inside,
Let peace, not fear, in you abide.
Master your mind, and you will see,
You are the lock and you are the key.

Mentality moulds the mettle to fight; Erode-12 No enemy stands outside your gate, - K.A. Santhoshi
Thoughts either shatter or strengthen the soul, No stranger decides your fate. 9thstd
While courage transforms every wrong to right. The battle lives within your head, GMGHSS Komarapalayam
In words unspoken, thoughts unsaid. Namakkal district

The seeds of self-doubt may darken the day,

And fear may conspire to smother your flame; A single doubt can break the wall

The beauty of colours Family

When the day brightens our hearts grow light,
But when darkness falls, we tremble with fright.
Each colour has its charm, each has its glow,
That’s why every colour, makes life glow.

Pack of many with deep emotions
Sharing all without denying
Joining ourselves to make it flexible
Sprinkling our good deeds

Everyone has their roles to lead
Eachoneis a unique one
But mixture is a common one
Quarrels are often there
But love is our divine one
Which ties everyone ever

And then the rainbow arches into the sky,
Seven colours joined, His promise, still stands
high.

5o, no single colour, can be the best,

For all together they make life blessed.

Pearl Ambrose

OUR LADY’S MATRICULATION SCHOOL...

The beauty of colours how divine, RANIPET

And shall | now, tell you mine?

Blue is the sky so calm and true,
Green are the fields, with morning dew.
Yellow is sunshine, cheerful and bright,
Red brings courage, burning with light.

Y.J. AMBIKA
GHS KAKKADASAM

A special one to move on
A simple one to hold on
A great one to learn
A humble one to mingle
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Ebola Director General for Health Patrick Amoth said the patient was immediately isolated and placed on treatment following the positive test

Kenya confirms ninth Ebola case

as outbreak remains contained
within single cluster

With 99 per cent of contacts traced and all eight patients stable,
health authorities say the response is holding — but the US trav-
el advisory signals growing international concern

BY Grace Wanja
O @themtkenyatimes

Kenya confirmed a ninth Eb-
ola case yesterday, a 24-year-
old man and close relative of
the outbreak’s first victim,
who tested positive on Octo-
ber 19 after developing symp-
toms while already in quaran-
tine.

Director General for Health
Patrick Amoth said the patient
was immediately isolated and
placed on treatment following
the positive test. All eight sur-
viving patients are responding
well and remain stable under
close observation. The first

victim, who arrived in Kenya
from the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo via Uganda ap-
proximately two weeks ago,
has died. Three of the nine
confirmed cases are health-
care workers; the remainder
are relatives of the index case.
Amoth confirmed that all nine
cases belong to a single trans-
mission cluster and that there
is currently no evidence of
spread beyond that group.

Contact tracing has reached
134 of the 135 people identi-
fied as contacts — a coverage
rate of 99.3 per cent — with
all traced individuals placed
in quarantine. Kenya has
received 500 doses of med-
icines to support treatment

of confirmed patients, and a
dedicated laboratory has been
established at the Kenyatta
National Hospital Infectious
Disease Unit to process Eb-
ola samples without disrupt-
ing routine services for other
patients. Medical supplies
including protective gowns,
gloves, face shields, boots,
diagnostic kits and thermom-
eters have been distributed to
12 very high-risk and 16 high-
risk counties nationwide.

The response, by the Minis-
try of Health’s own account,
is functioning as designed.
Transmission within quaran-
tine facilities has not occurred,
and healthcare workers treat-
ing patients are operating un-

der full protective protocols.
No restrictions have been
imposed on travel, trade or
public gatherings, and author-
ities have been deliberate in
communicating that message
to avoid the economic disrup-
tion that accompanies poorly
managed public health emer-
gencies.

The international dimension
is more complicated. The
United States State Depart-
ment raised its travel advisory
for Kenya to Level 3, urging
American citizens to recon-
sider travel to the country cit-
ing the Ebola outbreak among
several concerns. The adviso-
ry is a reputational and eco-
nomic pressure point that the
Kenyan government will need
to manage carefully. Tourism,
trade and investor confidence
do not wait for outbreaks to be
formally declared over before
reacting to elevated risk warn-

Director General for Health Dr Patrick Amoth

ings from major economies.

The Ministry has appealed
to communities to receive
returning contacts without
stigma. Those who entered
quarantine on October 6 and
remain symptom-free are
due to complete their 21-day
monitoring period and begin
returning home from October
25. Amoth was unambiguous:
anyone who completes the
full 21-day period without de-
veloping symptoms poses no
risk of infection. Public coop-
eration with that message is
as important to containing the

outbreak as any clinical inter-
vention.

Anyone experiencing fever,
unusual fatigue, muscle or
joint pain, sore throat, vomit-
ing, diarrhoea or unexplained
bleeding is urged to seek med-
ical attention immediately or
call the toll-free line 719.

Kenya’s response has been
swift and largely effective.
Sustaining it — and persuad-
ing the world that it is work-
ing — is now the challenge.
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Oil The announcement, made during the Mashujaa Day celebrations in Eldoret, confirmed that work in the basin is progressing rapidly

Kenya’s oil moment: Promise, responsibility and
the long road from Turkana to market

The December export target marks a milestone decades in the making — but the harder

work of managing the windfall wisely has only just begun

BY James Kilonzo
Bwire
O @themtkenyatimes

President William Ruto an-
nounced yesterday that Kenya
is targeting its first crude oil
exports from the Lake Turka-
na Basin in December, mark-
ing what could become the
most significant energy devel-
opment in the country’s histo-
ry since oil was discovered in
the South Lokichar Basin in
Turkana County in 2012.

The announcement, made
during the Mashujaa Day
celebrations in Eldoret, con-
firmed that work in the basin
is progressing rapidly. The
arrival of drilling equipment
at the Port of Mombasa for
transportation to South Lo-
kichar signals that years of
exploration, financing negoti-
ations and infrastructure plan-
ning may finally be converg-
ing into commercial reality.
Kenya has waited fourteen
years for this moment. The
question now is not whether
the oil will flow, but wheth-
er the country has built the
institutions, frameworks and
political discipline to ensure
that it flows to the benefit of
all Kenyans rather than a priv-
ileged few.

That question is not a cynical
one. It is the central lesson of
African oil history, from Ni-
geria to South Sudan, from
Angola to Chad. Countries
that discovered oil and cel-
ebrated the discovery with-
out building the governance
infrastructure to manage the
revenue have, in too many
cases, ended up poorer, more
unequal and more unstable
than they were before the first
barrel was extracted. Kenya
must study that history with
honesty and govern this mo-
ment accordingly.

Transparency is the first and
most urgent obligation. Ken-
yans are entitled to clear, ac-
cessible information about
the terms of production agree-
ments, the ownership struc-
ture of the project, the taxes
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and royalties due to the state,
and the institutions responsi-
ble for oversight. They should
know precisely how revenue
will be divided between the
national government, county
governments and the com-
munities of Turkana. Without
that information, citizens can-
not participate meaningfully
in decisions about their own
national resources and
without participation, ac-
countability becomes impos-
sible.

Transparency carries particu-
lar weight in Turkana County,
a region that has experienced
decades of marginalisation
and uneven development
despite hosting some of the
country’s most significant
natural resources. The people
of Turkana are not bystanders
in this story. They are its pri-
mary stakeholders. They must
be informed, genuinely con-
sulted and given real, struc-
tured opportunities to bene-
fit from employment, skills
training, local procurement
and community development.
Their land, water sources,

culture and livelihoods must
be respected at every stage
of the production process. A
project that extracts wealth
from Turkana while leaving
its communities materially
unchanged would represent a
profound failure of national
purpose.

Environmental  protection
is the second non-negotiable
responsibility. The Lake Tur-
kana Basin is an ecologically
sensitive region of global sig-
nificance. Oil production and
transportation carry real risks
to land, water, air quality and
wildlife, and those risks must
be managed through genuine-
ly independent monitoring,
comprehensive environmen-
tal impact assessments and
reliable community reporting
mechanisms. Where damage
occurs, affected communi-
ties must receive timely, fair
compensation and affected
environments must be prop-
erly restored. Environmental
standards are not an obsta-
cle to development. They are
the condition under which
responsible development is

possible. Kenya cannot afford
to trade long-term ecological
damage for short-term export
revenue.

Infrastructure readiness is
the third dimension of this
challenge. Oil extracted from
South Lokichar must be trans-
ported safely, stored securely
and delivered to internation-
al buyers through a logistics
chain that is prepared for the
demands of commercial ex-
port. Roads, storage facili-
ties, transport systems, port
handling capacity and export
arrangements must all be
functional and verified before
the first shipment departs. The
government should provide
the public with a clear, spe-
cific account of what prepa-
rations have been completed,
what remains outstanding and
which institutions are respon-
sible for each stage. If Decem-
ber is a realistic target, Ken-
yans deserve to know why. If
delays occur, they deserve the
truth promptly.

Financial discipline under-
pins everything else. Oil con-
tracts must be competitive,

transparent and properly re-
viewed. Revenue collection
must be efficient. Public insti-
tutions must resist agreements
that expose taxpayers to hid-
den risk, and Kenya must pre-
pare its fiscal planning for the
volatility that characterises in-
ternational oil markets. Prices
rise and fall on forces entirely
beyond Nairobi’s control, and
a country that builds its bud-
get on optimistic oil revenue
projections can find itself in
serious difficulty when mar-
kets turn.

More fundamentally, oil rev-
enue must complement Ken-
ya’s broader development
strategy rather than substitute
for it. Agriculture, manufac-
turing, education, healthcare,
infrastructure and tax admin-
istration remain the founda-
tions of a resilient economy.
Oil can strengthen those
foundations considerably. It
cannot replace them. Kenya’s
economic future depends on
the depth and diversification
of its productive base, not on
the price of crude oil on any
given morning.

Ruto’s announcement that
private investors have ac-
quired a 25 per cent stake in
Kenya Pipeline Company
from public entities adds a
further dimension to this na-
tional conversation. The Pres-
ident described the transaction
as a demonstration of investor
confidence and a mechanism
for mobilising private capital
for strategic infrastructure.
That framing may well be
accurate. But Kenya Pipe-
line Company is a strategic
national asset that moves pe-
troleum products across the
country and underpins region-
al fuel supply. Any change in
its ownership structure carries
implications for consumers,
transporters, government rev-
enue and energy security. Cit-
izens are entitled to know who
the buyers are, how the shares
were valued, what safeguards
protect the public interest and
how the transaction affects
the company’s mandate. In-

vestor confidence and public
confidence are not compet-
ing goals. Both are necessary,
and both depend on the same
thing: openness.

The oil export target and the
pipeline transaction are con-
nected by a single theme —
Kenya’s management of its
strategic energy assets at a
moment of genuine econom-
ic opportunity. That manage-
ment will require clear rules,
honest public communication,
active parliamentary over-
sight, engaged civil society
scrutiny and a sustained com-
mitment to the welfare of the
communities most directly
affected.

Turkana County should be
fully and continuously in-
volved in planning, monitor-
ing and benefit-sharing. The
national government, county
leadership, regulators, inves-
tors and community represen-
tatives should operate within
a transparent coordination
framework that prevents con-
flict, addresses concerns early
and ensures that local voices
are heard before decisions are
made rather than after conse-
quences are felt. Education
and skills development must
be treated as integral compo-
nents of the project, with de-
liberate pathways for young
people from Turkana and
other marginalised regions
into technical, environmental,
logistical and administrative
roles that the industry genu-
inely needs.

Kenya has waited a long time
for this. That patience now
demands its dividend — not
in the form of a ceremonial
first shipment, but in the form
of stronger institutions, pro-
tected environments, fairer
opportunities and measurably
improved lives for the citizens
of Turkana and the country
beyond.

The first barrel is the easy
part. Everything that follows
is the test.



Wednesday, October 21, 2026 The Mt. Kenya Times

AD[17

DO YOU WANT TO GET PUBLISHED?

ARE YOU A WRITER OR CORPORATE?

Let Professional Editors and Authors turn your story into a Dream Book.

THRILLERS - FICTION - FACTION - BIDGRAPHIES - TRAVELOGUES - HUMOUR - COFFEE TABLE - BROCHURES
London-based contract Publishers for independent and self-publish authors.

We offer one-stop top notch Editing, Expert Design, Proof Reading,
Book Covers, Artwork, Digital, Litho Printing, E-Books, Corporate
Brochures and UK ISBN number. Reasonable costs.

We print and deliver books. Authors retain 100% sales profits.

SELECTED PORTFOLIO

R / | E : TIN5 P . (’_~ > 'i
AFRICAN WOMEI N EUROPE B | BT PP Vs /f/([/zé |
hN‘.‘\ Ll\‘ ‘}\gllv\." NAMOSALI&64-74 REUNION 2
} D W ety w7 O r
@ ,‘\.' B G )~ L o j
W \K; l g ; DREAMS
N & " ‘ Ak %
- =y -‘ > ‘:. &, - -' mj__ - } LT
B J‘.ff{“ ; ’
e ‘;}7- ,._1“-‘;#"{" 4 . -
a :?4-) ":;_ ks "ws " ! L —
} g J ; \ NATKONAL MO :n 2 - ~ —_—
* 5 et f AGEA K34 vur v

Corona Cermak Mees w Ml

ot - -
AN FALACE . =

Shamlal Puri

= o DUBAI
_ & LUSPERROR Y
OniZdheels : Fopio
"fﬂ":'}ff:-‘l\ 6 ¢ Dasgervus, Slippesy Road z '

X

NNd TVIWVHS

The Crownbird

Copies of some

Publishers logo and
imprint owned by
Adlink International

(1383) Media Group

Londan

‘\
.

-

books available for
sale: hard copy/
digital. Contact us:

mediagadlinkinternational.com
Emall Subjject: Crownbird
Books

ADLINK INTERNATIONAL (1989) MEDIA GROUP
Books Division
16 Upper Woburn Place, London WC1H OAF (UK)
Tel: 44 330 606 1438
Email: media@adlinkinternational.com
www.adlinkinternational.com

= Crownbird =
== Publishers =




18 [ NATIONAL

Wednesday, October 21, 2026 The Mt. Kenya Times

KCSE One of the most significant developments is the use of social media to circulate examination-related content

Beyond mobile phones: The new frontiers of
KCSE examination malpractice

As Kenya administers the KCSE, examination authorities face threats that no amount

of phone confiscation alone can contain

BY Ashford Kimani
O @themtkenyatimes

Examination malpractice in Kenya
is evolving, and the methods used
to compromise national assessments
may be changing faster than the mea-
sures designed to prevent them. For
years, the fight against cheating has
centred on familiar threats — smug-
gling unauthorised materials into
examination rooms, copying from
fellow candidates, impersonation
and collusion between candidates
and officials. Those threats have not
disappeared. But technological ad-
vancement, the spread of social me-
dia and increasingly sophisticated
information-sharing platforms have
introduced new vulnerabilities that
demand far greater vigilance.

One of the most significant devel-
opments is the use of social media
to circulate examination-related
content. WhatsApp, Telegram and
similar platforms have transformed
how people share documents and ex-
change information. While useful for
academic revision, they can equally
be exploited to distribute purport-
ed examination papers, marking
schemes and answers. Some such
materials are fabricated outright;
others may contain confidential con-
tent obtained through unauthorised
means. Either way, the circulation of
alleged leaks creates anxiety among
candidates, encourages dishonest
shortcuts and exposes families to
financial exploitation by fraudsters.
The challenge for the Kenya Na-
tional Examinations Council is to
distinguish genuine security breach-
es from manufactured claims while
ensuring credible allegations receive
prompt investigation.

Artificial intelligence presents an-
other emerging concern. Al tools can
generate explanations, solve mathe-
matical problems, compose essays
and answer complex questions with-
in seconds. Their legitimate use in
learning can benefit students con-
siderably. The concern arises when
such technologies are used to ob-
tain unauthorised assistance during
an examination or to facilitate the
spread of confidential content. The
question is not whether to condemn
Al itself, but how to establish clear
boundaries between lawful learning
and dishonest assistance. Examina-

Beyond mobile phones:
The new frontiers of ___
KCSE examination -

malpractice

tion security policies must evolve
alongside technology without treat-
ing every candidate who uses digital
learning tools as a potential offender.
A further concern is the handling
and distribution of examination ma-
terials. The integrity of a national
examination depends on the confi-
dentiality of its papers from prepa-
ration to the moment of official ad-
ministration. Anyone entrusted with
preparing, storing, transporting or
distributing examination materials
carries a responsibility to protect
them. A paper that reaches unautho-
rised persons before the scheduled
examination compromises fairness
regardless of what controls exist
inside the examination room itself.
Investigations into suspected leaks
must therefore examine the entire
chain of custody, not merely candi-
dates and school-based personnel.

The role of examination officials
deserves particular scrutiny. Mal-
practice is too often discussed as
though candidates are its principal
architects. Yet candidates do not op-
erate in isolation. Where deliberate
collusion is involved, the participa-
tion of an adult entrusted with pro-
tecting examination integrity makes
the offence considerably more se-
rious. Teachers, administrators, su-
pervisors and invigilators possess
access to examination processes
unavailable to ordinary candidates.
Any deliberate misuse of that ac-
cess threatens the credibility of the
entire assessment system. The re-
cruitment, deployment, supervision

=

and accountability of examination
officials must therefore receive the
same attention as enforcement of
rules against candidates.

School principals serving as KCSE
centre managers occupy a partic-
ularly strategic position. They are
responsible for ensuring that reg-
ulations are followed within their
centres and that all personnel under-
stand their duties. A centre manager
who tolerates unauthorised access,
ignores suspicious conduct or fails
to enforce established procedures
weakens the entire security appa-
ratus. Conversely, a principal who
insists on accountability and refuses
to entertain improper requests cre-
ates conditions in which cheating
becomes markedly harder. Centre
managers must understand that their
responsibility extends well beyond
ensuring examinations begin and
end on schedule. They are custodi-
ans of public confidence in the quali-
fications awarded to their candidates.
Conduct outside examination rooms
also warrants attention. Parents, rel-
atives and others may sometimes
place unreasonable pressure on
candidates or officials to secure fa-
vourable outcomes. Unauthorised
communication or attempts to in-
fluence examination personnel can
compromise the independence a
fair assessment demands. Security
arrangements must ensure that re-
stricted areas remain accessible only
to authorised individuals and that
all personnel understand the impor-
tance of professional boundaries. At

the same time, allegations must be
grounded in evidence, not suspicion
or hearsay.

The digital environment has also
created opportunities for fraudsters
to exploit the desperation of can-
didates and their families. During
the examination period, individu-
als advertise alleged leaked papers,
guaranteed answers and privileged
access to examination content in
exchange for money. Even where
materials are entirely fabricated, the
financial and psychological conse-
quences can be considerable. Pub-
lic education is therefore essential
— helping parents and candidates
recognise suspicious claims, avoid
purchasing alleged leaks and report
credible information to the relevant
authorities. KNEC should commu-
nicate promptly whenever misinfor-
mation threatens public confidence.
Impersonation and identity fraud
remain concerns even as verifica-
tion procedures improve. The in-
tegrity of an examination depends
on confirming that every candidate
is the person registered to sit it.
Authorities must maintain reliable
registration records, enforce identifi-
cation requirements and investigate
discrepancies through established
procedures. Practical examinations
require equally robust safeguards,
since assessment environments in
those settings differ from ordinary
written papers. Any deliberate ma-
nipulation of conditions, provision
of unauthorised assistance or breach
of confidentiality can distort results.

Strengthening examination security,
however, cannot mean relying ex-
clusively on surveillance, searches
and tighter physical controls. Those
measures matter, but they cannot in-
dependently eliminate dishonesty. A
comprehensive response must also
address the attitudes and incentives
that make malpractice attractive.
Candidates who believe that results
matter more than honesty may be
tempted when examinations grow
difficult. Parents who demand im-
pressive grades at all costs may re-
inforce that pressure without intend-
ing to. School administrators who
prioritise institutional rankings over
genuine learning can create environ-
ments in which misconduct is quiet-

ly tolerated.
KNEC and the government must
therefore combine technological

safeguards with ethical leadership
and consistent enforcement. Credible
reports must be investigated prompt-
ly, evidence preserved and those
found responsible held accountable
under applicable law. Equally, inno-
cent candidates and officials must be
protected from unfounded accusa-
tions. Public communication should
clearly distinguish verified incidents
from rumours, fabricated leaks and
legitimate revision materials.
Ultimately, the future of KCSE se-
curity will depend on the education
system’s ability to anticipate emerg-
ing threats without losing sight of
fundamental values. Technology
may change the methods through
which malpractice is attempted, but
the underlying problem remains un-
changed — the willingness of indi-
viduals to compromise fairness for
personal or institutional advantage.
Kenya must move beyond the as-
sumption that examination cheating
is merely a candidate’s offence and
examine squarely the responsibili-
ties of adults, the accountability of
officials and the social pressures that
reward results without regard to how
they are obtained.

The credibility of the KCSE cer-
tificate must never be sacrificed for
the sake of impressive grades. Every
candidate deserves a fair opportu-
nity to demonstrate what they have
genuinely learned, and every quali-
fication awarded must represent an
honest achievement. The real test of
Kenya’s examination security sys-
tem is not how many mobile phones
are confiscated or how many officers
are deployed. It is whether the sys-
tem can protect the confidentiality
of examination papers, prevent un-
authorised assistance, hold offenders
accountable and ensure that every
candidate competes on equal terms.
As malpractice evolves, vigilance
must evolve with it — anchored,
above all, in integrity.
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Musk At a reported share price of approximately KSh18,958 — equivalent to around $146 — the total value of the proposed giveaway would fall between KSh1.3 trillion and KSh1.4 trillion

Musk pledges SpaceX share for every
American child in 2027

The billionaire’s announcement could amount to a KShl.4 trillion giveaway — but the

details, the delivery and the legal complications remain entirely unresolved

BY Anne Njeri
O @themtkenyatimes

Elon Musk announced yes-
terday that he intends to give
one SpaceX share to every
child in the United States in
2027, a pledge that, if imple-
mented, would represent one
of the largest single wealth
transfers to minors in modern
history.

Musk made the announce-
ment on X, the social media
platform he owns, writing:
“Next year, I will give one
of my SpaceX shares to ev-
ery kid in America. This will
be the first of many.” The
post offered no mechanism,
no timeline beyond the year,
no legal framework and no
explanation of how shares in
SpaceX — a privately held
company with no public stock
listing — would be trans-
ferred to an estimated 72 mil-
lion to 73 million American
children under the age of 18.
At a reported share price of
approximately KSh18,958 —
equivalent to around $146 —
the total value of the proposed
giveaway would fall between
KSh1.3 trillion and KShl.4
trillion, or roughly $10.5B to
$10.7B at current exchange
rates. The figure places the
announcement among the
most ambitious individual
philanthropic commitments
ever publicly stated, surpass-
ing many sovereign wealth
fund distributions and dwarf-
ing conventional charitable
endowments.

The announcement is, by any
measure, extraordinary. It is
also, by any measure, con-
siderably more complicated
than a single post on a social
media platform can convey.
SpaceX remains a private
company, meaning its shares
are not freely tradeable on a
public exchange. Transferring
equity in a private firm to tens
of millions of minors would
require navigating securities
law, establishing custodial ar-

Elon Musk

rangements for children who
cannot legally hold assets in-
dependently, obtaining regu-
latory approval and resolving
the question of what rights, if
any, those shares would car-
ry. None of these obstacles is
insurmountable in principle.
All of them are substantial in
practice.

SpaceX was valued at ap-
proximately $350B in its
most recent funding round,
making it one of the most
valuable private companies
in the world and Musk’s most
capital-intensive venture. The
company’s portfolio spans the
Starlink satellite internet con-
stellation, the Falcon 9 and
Falcon Heavy launch vehi-
cles, the Starship programme
targeting Mars, and a growing
portfolio of government and
commercial launch contracts.
It is also one of the prima-
ry contractors for the United
States National Aeronautics
and Space Administration,
giving it a strategic signifi-
cance that complicates any
significant redistribution of its
equity without careful regula-
tory consideration.

Musk’s announcement ar-
rives at a politically charged
moment in the United States.
His prominent role in the
administration of President
Donald Trump, where he

has led the Department of
Government Efficiency, has
placed him at the centre of
domestic policy debates about
public spending, the role of
government and the distri-
bution of economic opportu-
nity. The SpaceX pledge can
be read, at least in part, as a
private-sector  counterpoint
to that debate — an assertion
that individuals, rather than
governments, are better po-
sitioned to deliver economic
benefits to citizens. Whether
that reading is generous or
cynical will depend largely
on whether the pledge is ever
fulfilled.

The phrase “this will be the
first of many” added a fur-
ther dimension to the an-
nouncement, suggesting that
Musk envisions the SpaceX
giveaway as the opening in-
stalment of a broader pro-
gramme of wealth distribu-
tion to American children.
No further details have been
provided about what might
follow, or on what timeline,
or through what mechanism.
The ambiguity is consistent
with Musk’s communication
style, which frequently in-
volves large public commit-
ments whose implementation
details emerge, if at all, con-
siderably later.

There is precedent, of a kind,

for this type of thinking. Alas-
ka’s Permanent Fund Divi-
dend has distributed a share
of the state’s oil revenues to
every resident — including
children — annually since
1982, functioning as a form of
universal basic dividend tied
to a natural resource. Propos-
als for “baby bonds” — gov-
ernment-funded  investment
accounts established at birth
for every child — have circu-
lated in American policy dis-
cussions for years and gained
legislative traction in several
states. Musk’s announcement
echoes the philosophical in-
tent of those proposals while
replacing state funding with
private equity in a company

he controls.

That last point is not inciden-
tal. The shares Musk proposes
to give away are shares in his
own company. He is not liqui-
dating personal assets to fund
a cash transfer. He is propos-
ing to distribute a small frac-
tion of equity in an enterprise
that would benefit from hav-
ing tens of millions of young
American stakeholders with a
personal financial interest in
its success. Whether that con-
stitutes generosity, marketing,
or both, is a question that will
attract considerable debate in
the months ahead.

For the families of Ameri-
ca’s 72 million children, the
announcement will register

somewhere between hope and
scepticism. A SpaceX share
held in trust from childhood
could, if the company even-
tually goes public and its
valuation holds, represent a
meaningful financial asset at
adulthood. It could equally
remain a symbolic gesture if
regulatory, legal or structural
barriers prevent the transfer
from occurring at scale. The
history of large public pledges
by billionaires is not uniform-
ly encouraging on the ques-
tion of follow-through.

Musk has the resources, the
legal teams and the politi-
cal connections to make this
happen if he chooses to. The
announcement has been made
publicly and at scale. The ac-
countability for delivering on
it now exists in the public re-
cord.

America’s  children are
watching. So, for that matter,
is the rest of the world.
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Books A Tale of Two Cities is a historical novel set mainly in London and Paris before and during the French Revolution.

How society treats people according
to status a review of a tale of two
cities by Charles Dickens

A Tale of
Two Cities

Reviewed by Laiba Zia
O @themtkenyatimes

Introduction

Charles Dickens was a British nov-
elist and one of the most celebrated
writers of the Victorian era. His ear-
ly life exposed him to financial hard-
ship: when his father was impris-
oned for debt, Dickens had to work
in a blacking (shoe-polish) factory at
the age of twelve. He also spent time
living with Elizabeth Roylance, who
is often associated with the inspira-
tion for Mrs. Pipchin in Dombey and
Son. Dickens’s fiction frequently
expresses sympathy for the poor and
criticizes social injustice.

Historical Background and Cen-
tral Ideas

A Tale of Two Cities is a historical
novel set mainly in London and Paris
before and during the French Revo-
lution. It explores sacrifice, resurrec-
tion, love, revenge, and social injus-
tice. Dickens was also influenced by
his friend Wilkie Collins’s play The
Frozen Deep, which features a man
who gives his life to save his roman-
tic rival. This idea of self-sacrifice is
echoed in Sydney Carton’s final act.

The novel opens in 1775 with the
famous contrast between the best
and worst of times. Dickens places
opposing conditions side by side to
show the contradictions of the age:
while some people enjoy privilege
and comfort, others suffer from pov-
erty, oppression, and insecurity. The
opening establishes the novel’s con-
cern with social inequality and polit-
ical unrest.

Dr. Manette and the Idea of Res-
urrection

Jarvis Lorry travels to Dover to
meet Lucie Manette and tells her that
her father, Dr. Alexandre Manette, is
alive. Dr. Manette has spent eighteen
years imprisoned in the Bastille in
Paris. The trauma of imprisonment
has severely affected his mental
health. When he is found, he has
become withdrawn and is making
shoes, repeatedly identifying himself
by the prison designation “One Hun-
dred and Five, North Tower.” Luc-
ie’s care and affection gradually help

Charles Dickens

him recover. His return to life gives
the novel one of its central meanings
of resurrection.

Charles Darnay and Sydney Carton
Charles Darnay is accused of pass-
ing secret information to the French,
but he is acquitted in an English
court. Sydney Carton, a brilliant but
self-destructive lawyer who works
with Mr. Stryver, resembles Darnay
closely. Carton drinks heavily and
believes that he has wasted his abil-
ities. His life begins to take on new
meaning after he falls in love with
Lucie Manette. Although Lucie does
not return his romantic feelings, Car-
ton’s love becomes a source of moral
renewal and eventually leads to his
self-sacrifice.

Poverty and Class Conflict

Dickens presents the suffering of or-
dinary people in the Parisian neigh-
bourhood of Saint Antoine. When
a wine cask breaks outside the De-
farges’ wine shop, poor people rush
to drink the spilled wine. Someone
writes the word “BLOOD” on a wall
with the wine. This scene suggests
both the people’s desperate poverty
and the violence that will later en-
gulf France.

The French aristocracy is represent-
ed by figures such as the Marquis
St. Evrémonde, who treats ordinary
people with contempt. When his car-
riage runs over and kills a child, he

throws coins to the grieving father
instead of showing compassion. This
cruel response exposes the aristocra-
cy’s indifference to human suffering
and deepens public resentment. The
Marquis is later murdered, while his
nephew, Charles Darnay, rejects the
family’s privilege and cruelty.

Madame Defarge, Revenge, and
Revolution

Madame Defarge is a powerful fig-
ure of revolutionary anger and re-
venge. She knits the names of those
marked for death into her work, sym-
bolically recording the people whom
the revolutionaries intend to punish.
Her hatred of the Evrémonde family
is rooted in the terrible crimes com-
mitted by Darnay’s father and uncle
against her family. They abused a
young woman, and the family’s suf-
fering also included the death of her

| brother. Dr. Manette attempted to

expose these crimes, but his knowl-
edge led to his imprisonment.
Dickens shows that the society be-

¥ fore the Revolution was violent on

both sides of the English Channel.
In France, people could face severe
punishment for religious or political
offences; in England, crimes such as
theft could also lead to execution.
These examples reveal the brutali-
ty of the legal systems of the time.
Dickens does not present revolu-
tionary violence as simple justice:
he also shows how the desire for
revenge can become cruel and de-
structive.

Darnay’s Trial and Carton’s Sac-
rifice

When Darnay returns to France to
help Gabelle, he is arrested because
of his family background. During his
trial, Dr. Manette’s account of the
Evrémonde family’s crimes is used
against Darnay, and Darnay is sen-
tenced to death. Madame Defarge
also seeks to destroy Lucie and her
family because of their connection to
the doctor. Her attempt to confront
Miss Pross ends in her own death
after a struggle in which Madame
Defarge’s gun goes off.

Carton enters the prison and arrang-
es to take Darnay’s place. Because
the two men look alike, Carton can
exchange clothes with him and have

him removed from the prison while
Darnay is unconscious. Carton then
goes to the guillotine in Darnay’s
place. His final act transforms the life
he once considered useless into one
of courage and meaning. Through
this sacrifice, Dickens presents the
possibility of spiritual redemption.
Major Themes and Symbols
Resurrection is represented by Dr.
Manette’s recovery and by Carton’s
moral transformation. Sacrifice is
most clearly expressed in Carton’s
decision to die so that Darnay can
live. Love and compassion appear
through Lucie, whose care helps re-
store her father’s emotional life. The
Bastille symbolizes political oppres-
sion and the suffering caused by ar-
bitrary imprisonment, while the guil-
lotine represents the Revolution’s
violence and the cycle of revenge.
The episode involving Foulon, a
hated official who is believed to have
faked his death, further demonstrates
the revolutionaries’ thirst for ven-
geance. When he is found, the crowd
kills him. This episode shows how a
population that has suffered oppres-
sion can itself become violent when
revenge replaces justice.

Conclusion

A Tale of Two Cities remains a pow-
erful literary work because it exam-
ines the relationship between social
status, power, suffering, and justice.
Before the French Revolution, aris-
tocrats enjoy privilege while many
ordinary people endure hunger and
humiliation. Yet Dickens also warns
that revolutionary anger can turn
into indiscriminate cruelty. Through
Lucie’s compassion and Sydney
Carton’s selfless sacrifice, the novel
suggests that love and moral courage
can offer hope amid violence.

The novel also explores a form of
love that does not demand posses-
sion. Carton accepts that Lucie will
marry Darnay, but he still chooses
to save Darnay’s life. His sacrifice
gives him a sense of purpose and
redemption. By bringing togeth-
er social criticism, historical con-
flict, memorable characters, and the
themes of resurrection and self-sac-
rifice, Dickens creates a moving
account of human suffering and the
possibility of moral renewal.

Submitted by: Laiba Zia, BS En-
glish, 4th Semester

Submitted to: Muhammad Adnan
Gujjar

Lecturer, University of Chenab, Gu-
Jrat

Course: Victorian Novel



Wednesday, October 21, 2026 The Mt. Kenya Times

Why university students wear
crocs and pyJ amas

By Job Mwavuwa

Kenyan university students
are abandoning convention-
al clothing for pyjamas and
Crocs, and the reasons range
from social trends to genuine
financial hardship.

Peer influence drives much of
it. When enough students adopt
a look, others follow. “I wear
pyjamas and Crocs because ev-
eryone is wearing them,” one
student said plainly. For many,
it is less a fashion statement
than a social default — nobody
wants to be the last to know.

Practicality, however, makes
an equally strong case. A typ-
ical university day stretches
from an 8am lecture through li-
brary sessions, laboratory work
and, for many, an evening shift
at a part-time job. Crocs weigh
almost nothing, slip on in sec-
onds, survive rain and mud,
and wash clean in minutes. On
campuses where students walk
considerable distances between

hostels and lecture halls, that
matters more than aesthetics.
The pandemic shifted expec-
tations permanently. When stu-
dents spent months attending
Zoom lectures from their beds,
the boundary between home
clothing and outside clothing
quietly dissolved. Returning
to physical classes in the same
comfort wear felt not just ac-
ceptable but logical.

For students managing tight
budgets, the calculation is even

simpler. A pair of Crocs costs
less than most sneakers, lasts
two years and requires no laces
at 6am. Pyjama sets are afford-
able, require less laundering
and eliminate the daily ordeal
of assembling a presentable
outfit on too little sleep and too
little money.

What reads as a fashion trend
is, for many students, just sen-
sible economics dressed up in
rubber and fleece.

No matter how long the night,
the day will come

By Simon Juma

I grew up in Big Tree Village,

Trans Nzoia County, walking
kilometres to school barefoot
through cold, dew-soaked
mornings, my uniform torn
and patched by my mother’s
careful hands, with no sweater
against the highland chill.

I was sent home for fees more
times than I can count. I stood
outside staffrooms  watch-
ing classmates learn through
windows while I waited for a
principal’s mercy. I borrowed
books from libraries when I
had no money for anything
else. I never stopped going
back.

My teachers at Big Tree Pri-
mary noticed a boy who came
without shoes but never missed
a lesson. That observation kept
me going when shame threat-
ened to do what poverty could
not — make me quit.

Secondary school at St Ra-
phael Big Tree was harder
still. Friends drifted away —

to boda boda work in Kitale,
to early marriages, to nothing.
I held onto one conviction:
education was the only door
I could afford to knock on.
By God’s grace, I passed my
KCSE. That result was my first
morning light.

Today I study Communica-
tion and Media at Laikipia
University. I write articles on
a small phone. I edit stories
at night. I have no laptop, no
reliable internet, no camera

— only focus, and the certain
knowledge that I have already
survived worse.

I tell anyone who asks why 1
push so hard: I have seen the
night. I have walked through it
without shoes. I know exactly
what morning feels like.

To every child in Siata or Big
Tree Village still sitting in
class with a torn uniform and
cold feet — your night is not
permanent. Keep going.

The day will come.

Eldoret hosts Kenya’s 63rd

Mashujaa Day in historic
North Rift celebratlon

By Yvonne Wambui

Kenya marked Mashujaa Day
yesterday at Kipchoge Kei-
no Stadium in Eldoret, where
President William Ruto presid-
ed over the 63rd national cele-
brations in the first joint host-
ing by Uasin Gishu, Nandi and
Elgeyo-Marakwet counties.

Thousands arrived before
dawn to secure seats in a stadi-
um dressed in national colours.
Ruto arrived at approximate-
ly 10am aboard a ceremonial
military vehicle, waving to
the crowds before inspecting a
military parade that drew sus-
tained applause. The national
and East African anthems were
sung, followed by disciplined
marching formations, scout and
Girl Guide contingents, police
bands and an air display by the
Kenya Defence Forces.

This year’s celebrations car-
ried the theme Ngao Yetu,

Ustawi Michezoni na Uchumi
Bora — Security, Sports and
Economic Development — a
choice that resonated sharply
in a region renowned for pro-

ducing world-class athletes
and anchoring Kenya’s agri-
cultural economy. The occa-
sion also recognised citizens
whose contributions to sports,
entrepreneurship,  education,
arts, human rights and public
service reflect a broadened un-
derstanding of heroism — one
that extends well beyond the
independence struggle.

In the days preceding the main
event, thematic activities ran

across all three host counties.
Exhibitions at Eldoret National
Polytechnic drew public en-
gagement on cybersecurity and
consumer protection, while in-
ter-county sports competitions
brought together young people
under a shared banner of unity
and peaceful coexistence.
Mashujaa Day is not merely a
public holiday. It is an annual
reckoning — a moment to mea-
sure how faithfully the living
are honouring the sacrifices of
those who came before them.
The heroes have done their
part. The rest is now ours.

Ghost hospitals and Kenya’s
healthcare crisis

By Cecilia Wekesa

Kenya’s Social Health Au-
thority has paid ghost hospitals
KSh10.6B in fraudulent claims
while leaving legitimate facili-
ties unpaid for eight months,
pushing hundreds toward per-
manent closure.

The contradiction is devas-
tating. Health Cabinet Secre-
tary Aden Duale confirmed
rogue facilities submitted fake
claims using forged docu-
ments and fabricated records.
The Ministry of Health sus-
pended 120 such facilities
within three months — 45 in a
single week. Auditor General
Nancy Gathungu’s audit found
one patient billed four times
for open-heart surgery within
24 hours across different hos-
pitals, 3,235 duplicate birth
claims and 6,392 medically
implausible repeat births.

The ghosts are thriving. The
real hospitals are dying.

Over 700 private and faith-
based facilities face imminent
closure. SHA and the defunct

National Hospital Insurance
Fund together owe providers
KSh76B in unpaid claims.
SHA collects KSh5.4B month-
ly but faces KSh8.7B in claims
— a KSh3.3B monthly deficit
that compounds relentlessly.
St Mary’s Hospital in Western
Kenya has already shut per-
manently over KShI180M in
unpaid dues.

The system compounds the
injustice. Digital pre-authori-
sation now requires biometric
verification before treatment
begins. In areas with poor

Ghost hospitals
and Kenya’s

connectivity,  authenticating
one patient takes 45 minutes.
When the system fails, it
blocks IV drips and antibiotics
in genuine emergencies.

In  Wajir, Mandera and
Marsabit, these hospitals are
the only healthcare available.
When they close, mothers de-
liver at home and children go
untreated.

Kenya killed NHIF because
ghost hospitals stole from the
sick. SHA has simply pro-
duced smarter ghosts — and is
punishing the honest ones.
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By Martin Weche

Real Madrid coach José
Mourinho warned yesterday that
no player at the club is guaran-
teed his place, singling out Bra-
zilian winger Vinicius Junior
as the squad prepares to host
RB Leipzig in the Champions
League.

The statement landed with the
precision Mourinho intended.
Vinicius has endured a difficult
start to the season, struggling
for form and currently serving
a four-match La Liga ban for
hair-pulling. His absence from
domestic football has coincid-
ed with the emergence of Yan
Diomande, the Ivorian winger
whose €140 million (approxi-
mately $157 million) transfer
made him the club’s record sign-
ing. Diomande scored against
Sevilla on Sunday and has done
enough in recent weeks to make
the question of Vinicius’s status
entirely legitimate.

Mourinho addressed it without
hesitation. “Only the club badge
is untouchable,” he told report-
ers. “I don’t like the concept
of untouchable players. What
makes a player untouchable is
not his status, the armband, his
years at the club or how much
was paid for him. What makes
him untouchable is his perfor-
mance on the pitch.”

It was a line that could have
been lifted from his first spell at
the Bernabéu between 2010 and
2013, when Mourinho managed
with the same controlled aggres-
sion and the same willingness
to make stars uncomfortable.
His return to Madrid has been
watched closely across Euro-
pean football, and comments of
this kind confirm that the inter-
vening years have not softened
his approach.

Mourinho confirmed that Vi-
nicius would start on the left
wing against Leipzig, though
he declined to reveal whether
Diomande would also feature.

place comes under pressure
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*The returning Portuguese coach signals a ruthless new era at the Bernabéu as Vinicius Junior’s

Real Madrid coach José Mourinho
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Mourinho’s warning: No sacred cows at
Real Madrid

The ambiguity was deliberate.
Keeping players uncertain of
their status is a management tool
Mourinho has deployed through-
out his career, at Chelsea, Inter
Milan, Manchester United and
beyond. The message to Vinicius
is clear enough without being
made explicit: form, not reputa-
tion, determines selection.

The Leipzig match carries ad-
ditional context. Madrid enter
it having won their opening two
Champions League fixtures and
will be seeking a third consecu-
tive victory in the league phase.
Domestically, however, the pic-
ture is less comfortable. They sit
third in La Liga, six points be-
hind leaders Barcelona, whom
they visit on Sunday in what will
be one of the most scrutinised
Clasicos in recent memory giv-
en the current standings. A Ma-
drid side rebuilding under a new
coaching tenure going to Camp
Nou six points adrift is a signifi-
cant test of both squad depth and
Mourinho’s early authority.

He was candid about how far
the team remains from where he
intends to take it. “A long way
off,” he said. “We have been here
three or four months. It is im-
possible to be where we want to
be. We always have to improve,
individually and collectively. 1
understand the demands at this
club are the maximum. I have
been here before, and so I know
perfectly well how things work.
I cannot lose my direction, even
though I know there is a lot of
work to do.”

That self-awareness  distin-
guishes this version of Mourin-
ho from the one who departed
Madrid in 2013 amid reported
dressing-room tensions and a
fractured relationship with senior
players. Whether those lessons
have genuinely been absorbed,
or whether the same patterns will
eventually resurface, remains the
central question hanging over
his second tenure.

French  defender Ibrahima
Konaté offered a perspective

from within the squad that sug-
gested the early atmosphere is
positive. “He is a great manag-
er,” Konaté said. “He has this
aura that not many managers
have, because he does not need
to speak and everyone will listen
and respect him.”

That quality — command with-
out volume — has always been
Mourinho’s most underappre-
ciated attribute. The theatrics
attract attention, but the quieter
authority in training and in the
dressing room is what produc-
es results. At 61, with every
major European league title
and three Champions League
medals across different clubs,
he has little left to prove to the
world. What he needs to prove,
and quickly, is that he can take a
squad assembled for a different
coach’s system and make it his
own.

The Bernabéu will not wait in-
definitely. But then, neither will
Mourinho.

E-THE BEST OF WORLD
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*The Turkish Football Federation has handed the country’s most demanding job to a man who
has already conquered domestic football — now comes the harder test

Yalcin takes charge: Turkiye betson a

familiar face to end the pain

By Pascal Okoth

Tirkiye yesterday ap-
pointed Sergen Yalcin as
head coach of the nation-
al football team on a four-
year contract, ending a
period of uncertainty that
followed Vincenzo Mon-
tella’s exit after four con-
secutive UEFA Nations
League defeats.

The Turkish Football
Federation confirmed the
appointment on Tuesday,
formalising a deal that
covers Yal¢in and his
full coaching staff. The
53-year-old inherits a
squad whose confidence
has been visibly shaken
by a run of results that
placed the federation un-
der mounting public and
institutional pressure to
act decisively. In Yalgin,
they have chosen a figure
who needs no introduc-
tion to Turkish football
— and who carries both
the weight of expectation
and the credibility to jus-
tify it.

His playing credentials
are well established. Be-
tween 1994 and 2003,
Yal¢in represented Tiir-
kiye 37 times, scored
five international goals
and appeared at both the
1996 and 2000 Europe-
an Championships. He
turned out for Besiktas,
Fenerbahge, Galatasaray
and Trabzonspor — a list
of clubs that reads like a
map of Turkish football’s
heartland — and retired
as one of the more re-
spected midfielders of his
generation.

In management, his
defining moment came
in the 2020-21 season,
when he guided Besik-
tas to a domestic dou-
ble, winning the Turk-

ish Siiper Lig title and
the Turkish Cup. That
achievement announced
him as a coach capable
of delivering under pres-
sure and managing the
particular intensity that
surrounds Istanbul’s big-
gest clubs. It is precisely
the kind of pressure that
will follow him into the
national role.

This appointment is his
first at international level,
and the transition from
club to international foot-
ball is one that does not
always travel smoothly.
At a club, a coach works
with his players every
day. In international foot-
ball, preparation win-
dows are short, squad
continuity is harder to
maintain and the margin
for error in competitive
fixtures is considerably
narrower. Yal¢in  will
need to identify a tacti-
cal identity quickly, build
trust within a squad that
has suffered recent dis-
appointment and demon-
strate early enough that
his ideas translate beyond
the domestic league.

His immediate priorities
are not difficult to name.
The defensive shape re-
quires attention — Tiir-
kiye have conceded too
easily in recent matches.
The attacking play has
lacked both coherence
and cutting edge. And
somewhere beneath those
technical concerns sits a
deeper problem of con-
fidence, the kind that ac-
cumulates across a run of
poor results and does not
disappear simply because
a new coach has arrived.

The four-year contract
gives Yalgin the runway
to address those issues
properly. It signals that

Sergen Yalgin

the federation is not look-
ing for a short-term fix
but for a genuine rebuild.
That is a reasonable ap-
proach. It is also one that
will be tested the moment
results fail to improve in
the early fixtures under
his watch, because pa-
tience in football, even
when it is officially sanc-
tioned, has a tendency
to run out faster than the
contract suggests.

What Yal¢in has in his
favour is familiarity. He

knows Turkish football
from the inside — its
pressures, its politics, its
players and its culture.
He will not need time
to understand the envi-
ronment. Whether that
familiarity  accelerates
his work or creates blind
spots remains to be seen.
For the Crescent-Stars,
this is a reset. For Yalgin,
it is the summit of a
coaching career that has
been building, some-
times quietly, towards

this moment. The squad
announcement, when it
comes, will offer the first
real indication of the di-
rection he intends to take.
Tiirkiye need more than
a new coach. They need
belief again. Yal¢in’s job
is to give it to them.

SPORTS AS THEY HARRE

SCORES
OPINIONS
STATISTICS
SCHEDULES
BREAKING NEWS




By: Sharifova Saidaxon
o @themtkenyatimes

¢

. So, is the main rea-
son people do not read a
lack of time? Are we really
so busy, or are we simply
unable to manage our
time? What is the reality?
People need to eat in order
to have energy. Without
energy, they cannot carry
out their work or fulfil
their responsibilities. In
the same way, our minds
need spiritual nourish-
ment, and reading books
provides it.

. Just as people

do not stop eating, they
should make reading a
regular habit. It is not
necessary to set aside a
separate block of time for
reading. People can read
in a car or on the metro,
before going to sleep, or
during short breaks.
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This article examines reading cul-
ture and ways of encouraging peo-
ple to read books. Using qualitative
methods, the study explores young
people’s attitudes towards reading
and its benefits. The findings indi-
cate that reading opens up new op-
portunities for young people. In con-
clusion, although reading may seem
like a simple activity, the opportuni-
ties it creates are limitless.

Keywords: books, opportunities,
reading, benefits, reading culture.

Introduction

As people go through life, they need
a constant source of spiritual nour-
ishment, which reading books can
provide. This is why there are so
many book lovers around the world.
Some people read in their free time
for spiritual relaxation, while others
read temporarily to obtain specific
information. But is reading only a
way to acquire information? This is
a question that makes many people
think.

This article aims to provide a brief

overview of reading culture. The
topic was also explored in order to
draw a balanced conclusion.

Methods
This study used a qualitative ana-

lytical methodology. The following
sources and methods were used:

. A survey of young people
involving 50 students aged 17-25.
. A one-week observation

involving the use of artificial-intelli-
gence-based tools.

. Previously published aca-
demic articles and expert opinions.
The survey covered the practice of
reading books and its benefits.
During the experimental stage,
participants were divided into two
groups. The first group believed that
even the busiest person in the world
could find time to read. The second
group believed that a person must
have free time in order to read.

Results

The study’s findings highlighted the
following important points:

1. Reading is not a simple task; a
person needs to have free time for it.
2. It is not necessary to set aside a
specific period exclusively for read-
ing. Books can also be read while
travelling by car, bus, or even metro.
3. Our minds constantly need spiri-
tual nourishment, and providing that
nourishment is one of our main re-
sponsibilities.

Discussion

So, is the main reason people do not
read a lack of time? Are we really
so busy, or are we simply unable to
manage our time? What is the real-
ity? People need to eat in order to
have energy. Without energy, they
cannot carry out their work or ful-
fil their responsibilities. In the same
way, our minds need spiritual nour-
ishment, and reading books provides
it.

Just as people do not stop eating,
they should make reading a regular
habit. It is not necessary to set aside
a separate block of time for read-
ing. People can read in a car or on
the metro, before going to sleep, or

during short breaks.

There is no fixed minimum or
maximum amount that one must
read. Even reading one page a day
can lead to significant changes, as
long as a person has the desire and
motivation to do so. Through read-
ing, people gain not only spiritual
nourishment but also various op-
portunities. For example, in 2025,
the national winners of the “Young
Reader” competition received cash
prizes and several valuable gifts.
The first-place winner was Jasurbek
Dunyomiddin o‘g‘li Abdug‘afforov,
and the second-place winner was
Shaxzoda Xamidulla gizi O‘ktamo-
va, among others.

Conclusion

I believe that we should not wait for
the ideal time to read books, and that
we should read for ourselves rather
than for other people. Reading is not
a trivial activity: it nurtures a per-
son spiritually, helps them find their
place in society, and encourages the
development of good habits. Most
importantly, books can enrich people
both spiritually and financially.
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