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Over generations, sailors, soldiers, scientists, students, diplomats,
and communities have built friendship between the two countries,
creating deep generational trust between their peoples

Britain and Oman

Britain and Oman renew historic
friendship with Sultan Haitham Bin
Tariq’s state visit

By: Shamlal Puri
Associate Publisher

& Senior Editor - UK
shamlalpurid@gmail.com

The centuries-old ties between
the Sultanate of Oman and
the United Kingdom received
a major boost last week, when
the Sultan of Oman, His Maj-
esty Haitham bin Tarig, visit-
ed Britain as the guest of King
Charles II1.

Over generations, sailors,
soldiers, scientists, students,
diplomats, and communities
have built friendship between
the two countries, creating
deep generational trust be-
tween their peoples.
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In honour of His Majesty the Sultan Haitham bin Tariq, a banquet was hosted at the Guildhall of the Lord Mayor of the City
of London.
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In Adamawa As 94.8% Of

socially vulnerable families

News Backpage
French protests spread nation-
wide as tear gas and Halloween
costumes fill the streets
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By Munyal Manunyi

A new study has found that 94.8 per
cent of farmers surveyed in three
local government areas of Adama-
wa State reported declining crop
yields over the past decade, raising
concerns about food security and

farmers’ livelihoods amid changing
climatic conditions.

The research identified changing
rainfall patterns, drought, flooding,
pests and crop diseases among the
challenges affecting agricultural pro-
duction in the state.

Dr Vahyala Adamu Tari, a senior lec-

turer in the Department of Political
Science at the Nigeria Police Acad-
emy, Wudil, Kano State, who led the
study, said that his findings high-
lighted the need for greater invest-
ment in irrigation and climate-resil-
ient agricultural practices.

The study, titled Climate Change and

Food Insecurity: Implications for the
Attainment of Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) in Adamawa
State, North-East Nigeria, examined
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US approves $2.1 billion Patriot missile sale to Ukraine,
but Zelenskyy warns delivery could take years

Washington has greenlit the largest single missile sale to Kyiv since the war began, yet Ukraine’s president
says his country needs the weapons now — not in years

By: Jakes Mudane
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

. Zelenskyy wel-
comed the decision and
publicly thanked Presi-
dent Donald Trump for
the approval. But within
hours of the announce-
ment, the Ukrainian
president made clear that
gratitude alone could not
bridge the gap between

a signed agreement and
missiles in the sky over
Ukrainian cities.

. Speaking on
Friday evening, he issued
a direct appeal to Wash-
ington and its European
partners. “We are asking
our American partners
to find a solution for the
time when there is a real
danger;” he said. “We are
asking for decisions that
can guarantee the pro-
tection of lives not the
day after tomorrow or
sometime later, but at the
very moment the threat is
there”

Ukraine’s air defence crisis
took centre stage on Fri-
day when the United States
State Department approved
the sale of 500 Patriot mis-
sile defence systems to Kyiv
at a total cost of $2.1 billion
— a significant commit-
ment on paper, but one that
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy immedi-
ately tempered with a stark
warning: the munitions
could take years to actually
arrive, and Ukraine’s cities
are under fire today.

The State Department con-
firmed the approval in a
formal statement, empha-
sising that no American
taxpayer funds are involved
in the transaction. The
purchase will instead be fi-
nanced through donations
from Canada and Europe-
an allies, including Germa-
ny and Norway. Principal
contractor Lockheed Mar-
tin will manufacture the
systems, and Washington
said the deal would have
“no adverse impact” on US
defence readiness. The de-
partment framed the sale
in strategic terms, stating it
would “support the foreign
policy and national securi-
ty objectives of the United
States by improving the se-
curity of a partner country
that is a force for political
and economic stability in
Europe”

Zelenskyy welcomed the
decision and  publicly
thanked President Donald
Trump for the approval
But within hours of the an-
nouncement, the Ukrainian
president made clear that
gratitude alone could not
bridge the gap between
a signed agreement and
missiles in the sky over
Ukrainian cities. Speak-
ing on Friday evening, he
issued a direct appeal to
Washington and its Europe-
an partners. “We are asking
our American partners to
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find a solution for the time
when there is a real danger;’
he said. “We are asking for
decisions that can guaran-
tee the protection of lives
not the day after tomorrow
or sometime later, but at the
very moment the threat is
there”

The urgency behind those
words is not abstract. In
a post on X, Zelenskyy
disclosed that Russia had
struck Ukraine’s energy in-
frastructure more than 30
times in the preceding two
weeks alone, targeting what
he described as “the sys-
tems that sustain life in our
cities and communities”
With winter approaching
and power grids already
strained by years of sus-
tained bombardment, the
timing of any missile de-
livery is not a bureaucratic
footnote — it is a matter
of survival for millions of
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy

Ukrainian civilians.
Zelenskyy’s proposed solu-
tion was as practical as it
was pointed: he called on
the United States and Eu-
ropean allies to transfer
Patriot systems from their
own existing stockpiles to
Ukraine immediately, and
then use the 500 newly pur-
chased missiles to replenish
those inventories over the
coming years. It is an ar-
gument Ukraine has made
before, and one that cuts to
the heart of a tension that
has run through Western
military support since the
early months of the war —
the gap between what allies
agree to provide and when
that support actually reach-
es the front.

Ukraine has for months
been sounding the alarm
over dwindling Patriot sup-
plies. The system, designed
to intercept ballistic mis-

siles, cruise missiles and
aircraft, has become one of
Kyiv’s most critical defen-
sive assets against Russia’s
aerial campaign. Ukrainian
officials have previously ac-
cused Washington of slow-
ing deliveries of the missiles
at moments of acute need, a
charge that has added fric-
tion to an alliance already
navigating complex domes-
tic politics on both sides of
the Atlantic.

Friday’s announcement ar-
rives against a backdrop of
visible strain between Zel-
enskyy and Trump. The US
president has faced criti-
cism in recent days for waiv-
ing new sanctions on Russia
just days before they were
expected to take effect — a
decision that drew sharp
reactions from Ukrainian
officials and European gov-
ernments alike, and which
raised fresh questions about

the consistency of Ameri-
can pressure on Moscow.
The Patriot sale is the largest
single missile agreement be-
tween Washington and Kyiv
since the war began, and it
carries undeniable symbolic
weight. But symbols do not
intercept Russian missiles.
As Zelenskyy made plain on
Friday, Ukraine is not short
of future commitments — it
is short of present protec-
tion. The $2.1 billion deal
may eventually strengthen
Ukraine’s defences in ways
that matter. For now, the
president of a country ab-
sorbing dozens of strikes a
fortnight is asking his allies
a simple and uncomfortably
direct question: where are
the weapons we need to-
night?
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Sifuna launches Linda Mwananchi Party as opposition
giants converge on Nairobi

By: Yvonne Wambui
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Nairobi Senator Edwin Sifuna yes-
terday officially unveiled the Linda
Mwananchi Party’s new national
headquarters in Lavington, Nairobi,
marking the formal transformation
of the Equitable Party into a re-
branded opposition movement and
drawing together some of Kenya’s
most prominent opposition leaders
in the clearest signal yet of a coor-
dinated challenge to President Wil-
liam Ruto’s administration ahead of
the August 2027 General Election.
The launch, held on Friday at the
movement’s new base in the leafy
Nairobi suburb, brought Democ-
racy for the Citizens Party leader
Rigathi Gachagua, Wiper Demo-
cratic Movement leader Kalonzo
Musyoka and DAP-Kenya leader
Eugene Wamalwa under the same
roof — a gathering that, whatever
its internal tensions, represented
the most visible convergence of op-
position heavyweights since the last
electoral cycle. The combined reach
of the four leaders spans Nairobi,
Mount Kenya, Ukambani, the coast
and Western Kenya, a geographic
spread that, if it holds, could funda-
mentally alter the political arithme-
tic heading into 2027.

Sifuna, who has established himself
as one of the most combative critics
of the Kenya Kwanza administra-
tion, positioned the Linda Mwana-
nchi Party not merely as a vehicle
for electoral competition but as a
political platform anchored in ac-
countability, constitutionalism and
the concerns of ordinary Kenyans
— particularly young people locked
out of a shrinking job market, small
business owners crushed by high op-
erating costs and families navigating
a cost of living that has become the
defining grievance of Rutos tenure.
“We are placing the ordinary citizen

at the centre of decision-making,’
Sifuna told the gathering, “not as
spectators in their own country’s
affairs, but as the reason this move-
ment exists.”

The ambition is considerable. The
Linda Mwananchi Party has an-
nounced plans to open offices in
all 47 counties and establish formal
structures for aspirants seeking to
contest elections under its ticket. A
National Delegates Convention has
been scheduled for 13 November
2026 to advance the party’s rebrand-
ing process and address key organ-
isational questions, including the
formal adoption of its constitution
and the ratification of its proposed
national leadership structure. The
day after yesterday’s Nairobi launch,
the movement was set to take its
mobilisation campaign to Kwale
County, extending its reach to the
coast and demonstrating an early
intent to compete beyond its Nairo-
bi base.

Yet the event also exposed the fault
lines that have historically bedev-
illed Kenyas opposition coalitions.
Tensions surfaced publicly when
Kalonzo drew audible protests from
sections of the crowd after he cau-
tioned against prematurely declar-
ing Sifuna the movement’s presiden-
tial candidate before the party had
completed its formal processes. The
reaction was swift and pointed — a
reminder that the enthusiasm of
the base does not always align with
the procedural caution that veteran
politicians instinctively apply when
their own presidential ambitions
remain in play. Kalonzo himself has
not abandoned his aspiration for the
presidency, a fact that colours every
statement he makes within the co-
alition, however diplomatically it is
framed.

Gachagua’s presence carried its own
weight. The former Deputy Presi-
dent, impeached by parliament in
October last year in circumstances
he and his allies have consistently
characterised as politically moti-

DCP’s Rigathi Gachagua, Linda Mwananchi’s Edwin Sifuna and Wiper Patriotic Front’s Kalonzo Musyoka at the unveiling
of Linda Mwananchi’s secretariat in Nairobi on Friday, October 30, 2026| Photo: X

vated, commands a loyalty across
the Mount Kenya region that no
opposition coalition can realistical-
ly do without. His alignment with
the Linda Mwananchi movement
— still evolving in its formal charac-
ter — signals that his post-impeach-
ment political project has found at
least a temporary home, though the
terms of that relationship and his
role within any future coalition tick-
et remain unresolved.

Wamalwa’s DAP-Kenya brings the
Luhya vote into the frame, adding
Western Kenya to an alliance that
already reaches across Mount Ken-
ya, Ukambani and the coast. The
consolidation of those blocs, if gen-
uine, would represent a formidable
opposition front. Whether it consti-
tutes a winning one depends on fac-
tors that no launch event can deter-
mine: the discipline of the coalition’s
leadership in the months ahead, the

credibility of its policy positions,
the effectiveness of its county-level
organisation and, ultimately, the ex-
tent to which economic frustration
translates into voter mobilisation on
polling day.

Kenya’s opposition history is not
short of grand unveilings that dis-
solved before the campaign season
properly began. The pressures are
familiar — competing presidential
egos, ethnic arithmetic that shifts
with each passing alliance, the per-
sistent temptation of government
patronage for those whose commit-
ment to the opposition is transac-
tional rather than principled. The
Linda Mwananchi Party’s architects
are aware of that history, and sever-
al around Sifuna have been at pains
to argue that the current alignment
is structurally different: that Gach-
aguas bridges with Ruto are genu-
inely burned, that Kalonzo has no-

where else credibly to go, and that
Sifuna himself has built a cross-re-
gional identity that transcends the
Nairobi senator label he entered na-
tional politics with.

Those arguments will be tested in
the coming months, as the coali-
tion moves from the excitement of
a launch to the grinding work of
party organisation, candidate re-
cruitment and policy development.
The 2027 election will not be won
in Lavington. It will be won or lost
in the wards, the sub-counties and
the county assemblies of a country
that has heard many promises and
is watching, with calibrated scepti-
cism, to see which ones are kept.
Sifuna’s Linda Mwananchi Party has
made its entrance. Kenya’s political
landscape will take some time to de-
termine what it is worth.
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Heavy menstrual bleeding and iron deficiency
anemia in women of reproductive age

By: Diaspora Times Team
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Abstract

This article examines the relation-
ship between heavy menstrual
bleeding and iron deficiency anemia
in women of reproductive age, fo-
cusing on early detection, diagnos-
tic methods, and preventive strate-
gies. Heavy menstrual bleeding can
lead to the depletion of iron stores,
resulting in fatigue, weakness, dizzi-
ness, and reduced physical capacity.
The article is presented as a literature
review based on international clini-
cal guidelines and scientific publica-
tions. It discusses the importance of
identifying underlying gynecolog-
ical causes, evaluating hemoglobin
and ferritin levels, implementing
cause-specific treatment, and pro-
moting health education.

Keywords: iron deficiency anemia,
heavy menstrual bleeding, repro-
ductive age, gynecology, hemoglo-
bin, ferritin, early diagnosis, preven-
tion.

Introduction

Iron deficiency anemia is one of the
most widespread health problems
worldwide and is of particular clin-
ical importance among women of
reproductive age who experience
menstruation. Iron is an essential
element required for hemoglobin
synthesis and oxygen transportation
throughout the body. When iron
stores become depleted, iron defi-
ciency may initially develop without
anemia. Subsequently, hemoglobin
levels may decrease, leading to the
development of anemia.

Heavy menstrual bleeding is one of
the major causes of iron loss in wom-
en. In some cases, women consider
excessive menstrual bleeding to be
normal and therefore delay seek-
ing medical attention. As a result,
iron stores may gradually become
depleted, negatively affecting daily
activities, academic performance,
and work productivity. International
organizations emphasize the impor-
tance of identifying and managing
iron deficiency in women.

Simply treating heavy menstrual
bleeding as an isolated symptom
is insufficient. It may be associated
with underlying conditions such as
uterine fibroids, adenomyosis, en-
dometrial polyps, ovulatory disor-
ders, or abnormalities of the blood
coagulation system. Therefore, com-
prehensive gynecological assess-
ment and evaluation of iron status
should be conducted together.

The aim of this article is to analyze
the relationship between heavy
menstrual bleeding and iron defi-

ciency anemia in women of repro-
ductive age and to summarize prac-
tical approaches to early diagnosis
and prevention.

The objectives of the study are to re-
view the main gynecological causes
of heavy menstrual bleeding; de-
scribe the clinical manifestations of
iron deficiency and anemia; high-
light the importance of laboratory
and clinical assessment in diagnosis;
and summarize the principal ap-
proaches to treatment and preven-
tion.

This article was prepared in the form
of a literature review. The World
Health Organization’s guidelines on
the diagnosis of anemia, as well as
scientific publications concerning
the identification and treatment of
iron deficiency in women of repro-
ductive age, were reviewed. No new
patient group was examined, and
no original statistical analysis was
conducted by the author. The con-
clusions are based on the synthesis
and analysis of previously published
literature.

Main Causes of Heavy Menstrual
Bleeding

Heavy menstrual bleeding is as-
sessed in relation to menstrual dura-
tion, the amount of blood loss, and
its impact on a womans daily life.
Identifying its underlying causes is
essential for selecting an appropriate
treatment strategy.

Uterine fibroids are benign tumors
that develop in the muscular layer of
the uterus and may cause increased
menstrual bleeding in some cases.
In adenomyosis, tissue resembling
the uterine lining is found with-
in the muscular wall of the uterus,
potentially resulting in heavy and
painful menstruation.

Endometrial polyps may also be as-
sociated with abnormal or excessive
uterine bleeding. Ovulatory disor-
ders, including certain endocrine
conditions, can lead to irregular
menstrual cycles. Heavy menstrual
bleeding beginning during adoles-
cence or a family history of exces-
sive bleeding may indicate the need
to investigate possible coagulation
disorders.

The underlying cause is not the
same in every patient. Therefore, the
woman’s age, menstrual history, pos-
sibility of pregnancy, medications,
coexisting medical conditions, and
clinical examination findings should
all be taken into consideration.

Clinical Manifestations of Iron Defi-
ciency and Anemia

The development of iron deficien-
cy may be accompanied by weak-
ness, fatigue, dizziness, headaches,
difficulty concentrating, increased
heart rate, and reduced tolerance
to physical exertion. Some patients
may also experience pale skin and
mucous membranes, hair loss, or
brittle nails.

Since these symptoms may also oc-
cur in other medical conditions, a
diagnosis should not be based solely
on clinical manifestations.

If these symptoms occur togeth-
er with heavy menstrual bleeding,
medical evaluation and laboratory

iron i

investigations should be discussed
with a healthcare professional. Se-
vere weakness, fainting, shortness of
breath, or extremely heavy ongoing
bleeding may require urgent medi-
cal attention.

Diagnosis and Assessment

Diagnosis is based on the patient’s

complaints, menstrual history,
physical examination, and laborato-
ry findings.

Hemoglobin  levels  measured

through a complete blood count
help identify anemia, while serum
ferritin is an important indicator
for assessing the body’s iron stores.
Ferritin levels may appear elevated
in the presence of inflammation;
therefore, the results should be in-
terpreted in the context of the pa-
tient’s overall clinical condition.

To identify underlying gynecologi-
cal causes, a physician may recom-
mend ultrasonography, pregnancy
testing, endocrine investigations, or
tests related to the blood coagulation
system when clinically indicated.
The selection of diagnostic proce-
dures depends on the patient’s age,
symptoms, and risk factors. Not ev-
ery woman requires the same set of
laboratory and instrumental investi-
gations.

Treatment Approaches

Treatment aims to replenish iron
stores and address the underlying
cause of excessive menstrual bleed-
ing.

Iron supplements should be pre-
scribed according to a physician’s
recommendations, taking into
account laboratory findings and
the patient’s individual condition.
The type, dosage, and duration of
treatment should be determined
individually. Unsupervised iron
supplementation or premature dis-
continuation of treatment is not rec-
ommended.

Depending on the underlying cause,
hormonal or non-hormonal medi-
cations may be used to reduce heavy
menstrual bleeding. In certain cases,
medical procedures or surgical in-
terventions may also be considered.
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Such decisions should be made by a
gynecologist based on the patient’s
age, reproductive plans, coexisting
medical conditions, and diagnostic
findings.

Managing the source of blood loss
alongside the treatment of iron de-
ficiency helps reduce the risk of re-
currence.

Prevention and Health Education

An important aspect of prevention
is recognizing that heavy menstrual
bleeding should not automatical-
ly be considered normal and that
medical attention should be sought
when necessary.

Women may be encouraged to mon-
itor their menstrual cycles, the du-
ration of bleeding, and its impact
on everyday activities. Recurrent
heavy bleeding over several months,
bleeding between menstrual peri-
ods, or symptoms of anemia should
prompt medical evaluation.
Iron-rich foods, including meat,
legumes, certain leafy vegetables,
and iron-fortified products, may
contribute to a balanced diet. Foods
rich in vitamin C can enhance the
absorption of iron from plant-based
sources.

However, dietary changes alone
may not always be sufficient to treat
clinically significant iron deficiency
anemia. Confirmed iron deficiency
may require medical treatment pre-
scribed by a healthcare professional.
Educational institutions, including
schools and universities, can con-
tribute to prevention by organizing
age-appropriate and scientifically
based educational activities on re-
productive health, menstrual hy-
giene, symptoms of anemia, and
the importance of seeking medical
assistance.

Such initiatives may help women
recognize health problems at an ear-
ly stage, reduce misconceptions, and
improve attitudes toward preventive
medical examinations.

Discussion
The reviewed literature indicates

that heavy menstrual bleeding and
iron deficiency anemia should be

considered interconnected health
problems rather than separate con-
ditions.

Assessing hemoglobin levels alone
may fail to identify certain cases
in which iron stores have already
decreased but anemia has not yet
developed. Therefore, evaluating se-
rum ferritin levels is also important
when clinically indicated.

Another important consideration is
that treatment should not be limit-
ed to correcting iron deficiency; the
underlying cause of blood loss must
also be investigated.

If conditions such as uterine fibroids,
adenomyosis, endometrial polyps,
ovulatory disorders, or coagulation
abnormalities are identified, treat-
ment should be directed toward the
specific underlying cause.

An integrated approach combining
early diagnosis, clear patient coun-
seling, appropriate treatment, and
regular follow-up may help preserve
women’s health and quality of life.

Conclusion

Heavy menstrual bleeding in wom-
en of reproductive age can lead to
the depletion of iron stores and the
development of iron deficiency ane-
mia.

Early identification of this problem
requires assessment of menstrual
history and clinical symptoms, lab-
oratory evaluation of hemoglobin
and ferritin levels when indicated,
and investigation of the underlying
gynecological causes of excessive
bleeding.

Treatment should involve not only
replenishing iron stores but also
identifying and managing the pri-
mary cause of blood loss.
Strengthening educational activities
on reproductive health and anemia
prevention in schools and other ed-
ucational institutions may encour-
age timely medical consultation and
promote healthy behaviors.
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Modern methods of supporting socially vulnerable

families

By: Karimova Marjona Faxriddin
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Abstract

This article analyzes modern sci-
entific and practical approaches to
identifying socially vulnerable fam-
ilies, providing them with compre-
hensive support, and helping them
overcome poverty and dependency
in the context of New Uzbekistan.
The study examines the National
Agency for Social Protection estab-
lished under Presidential Decree
No. PF-82 of June 1, 2023, the “In-
son” Social Services Centers operat-
ing at the community level, the Uni-
fied Register of Social Protection,
case management technology, and
mechanisms for transitioning from
passive assistance to active social
adaptation.

Keywords: social protection, vul-
nerable families, Presidential De-
cree No. PF-82, “Inson” centers, case
management, Unified Register of
Social Protection, social contract,
poverty reduction, social adapta-
tion, empowerment.

International experience demon-
strates that strong social policy is
the foundation of state stability and
sustainable economic growth. The
revised Constitution of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan firmly establishes
the country’s status as a social state.
This means that ensuring a decent
standard of living for every family
in need of social assistance, persons
with disabilities, individuals who
have lost their breadwinners, and
older people living alone is a funda-
mental priority of the state.

Until recent years, social protection
was primarily provided through fi-
nancial allowances and one-time
monetary assistance, representing a
passive approach to support. How-
ever, this approach has increasingly
demonstrated its limitations. Con-
tinuous financial assistance, when
not accompanied by measures that
promote independence, may create
dependency and restrict families
from realizing their own potential.
In this regard, Presidential Decree
No. PF-82 of June 1, 2023, entitled
“On Comprehensive Measures to
Provide Quality Social Services and
Assistance to the Population and
Establish an Effective Monitoring
System,” marked a significant turn-
ing point in the sector. Under this
decree, the social protection system
began transitioning from passive fi-
nancial assistance toward active, in-
dividualized support, encouraging
people to overcome hardship inde-
pendently and bringing modern so-
cial services closer to communities.
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1. TRANSITION FROM TRADI-
TIONAL APPROACHES TO A
MODERN MODEL

There are several fundamental con-
ceptual differences between the tra-
ditional social protection model and
the modern approach.

1. From passive benefit dependency
to active participation (Empower-
ment). Modern social work is based
on the principle of teaching people
how to provide for themselves rath-
er than simply giving them ready-
made assistance. The goal is to equip
families with the knowledge, skills,
and resources necessary to improve
their living conditions independent-
ly.

2. From a reactive approach to a
proactive system. Previously, citi-
zens often had to visit multiple in-
stitutions and collect various docu-
ments to receive assistance. Today,
social workers visit households di-
rectly and assess their needs on-site,
enabling problems to be identified
and addressed more effectively.!

3. From fragmentation to unified
vertical management. Social protec-
tion services have been consolidated
under the National Agency for So-
cial Protection under the President
of the Republic of Uzbekistan and
its local “Inson” centers, facilitating
more coordinated service delivery.”

2. MODERN METHODS OF SUP-
PORTING VULNERABLE FAMI-
LIES

Today, the following modern meth-
ods and mechanisms are being im-
plemented in Uzbekistan and are
widely used in advanced interna-
tional practice.

A. Digitalization and the Unified
Register of Social Protection

To reduce human intervention,
prevent corruption, and eliminate
bureaucratic obstacles, a unified
electronic register system has been
introduced. This system:

- Is integrated with the databases of
more than 16 ministries and gov-
ernment agencies.

CAREER DEVELOPMENT g8

- Automatically compares informa-
tion on household income, real es-
tate, vehicles, and utility payments.
- Identifies genuinely vulnerable
families according to transparent
and equitable criteria.?

Digitalization helps improve the
accuracy of eligibility assessments,
reduce administrative barriers, and
ensure that assistance reaches those
who need it most.

B. “Inson” Social Services Centers
and Community-Based Case Man-
agement

One of the most effective meth-
ods in social work practice is case
management, which involves the
coordinated management of an in-
dividual’s or family’s circumstances
and needs. Through social workers
at “Inson” centers, this approach is
implemented in local communities
according to the following stages.

1. Screening and assessment. A so-
cial worker visits the household
and evaluates the family’s financial,
medical, psychological, and social
circumstances.

2. Individual social service plan. A
specific plan is developed to address
the needs of each family member.
For example, it may include rehabil-
itation for a child with a disability,
vocational training for an unem-
ployed father, or psychological sup-
port for a mother.

3. Intervention. Comprehensive
assistance is coordinated with em-
ployment, healthcare, and education
institutions to address the family’s
identified needs.

4. Monitoring. The implementation
of the plan is regularly reviewed,
and the family’s progress is moni-
tored until its critical circumstances
have been sufficiently addressed.
This approach ensures that social as-
sistance is not limited to providing
temporary relief but also addresses
the underlying causes of vulnerabil-

ity.

C. The Social Contract as a Mecha-
nism for Promoting Independence

A social contract is an agreement
establishing mutual responsibilities
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between the state, represented by
social service providers, and a fami-
ly in need of support.

The state’s responsibilities include:

- Providing grants, subsidies, and
preferential loans.

- Offering free vocational education
and training.

- Supporting families in generating
income through household plots
and other productive activities.

The family’s responsibilities include:

- Using the financial assistance pro-
vided for its intended purposes.

- Continuing education or employ-
ment without abandoning agreed
commitments.

- Ensuring that children attend edu-
cational institutions.

- Working toward earning an inde-
pendent income within the estab-
lished period and voluntarily relin-
quishing benefits when the family
no longer qualifies for them.

This approach seeks to reduce de-
pendency by encouraging families
to take responsibility for their own
well-being and actively participate
in improving their living conditions.

D. Psychosocial Support and Family
Therapy

In many cases, families remain
trapped in poverty not only be-
cause of financial hardship but also
because of psychological distress,
alcohol abuse, family conflicts, and
a lack of confidence in their own
abilities.*

A modern social worker performs
several important functions:

- Mediator: helping resolve family
disputes and facilitating construc-
tive communication.

- Psychosocial counselor: support-
ing individuals and families in over-
coming emotional crises.

- Coordinator: bringing together
available resources and connecting
families with appropriate services.

Psychosocial support is essential be-

cause sustainable improvements in
family well-being require attention
to both material circumstances and
emotional and social needs.

3. PROPOSALS FOR FURTHER
IMPROVING THE SOCIAL PRO-
TECTION SYSTEM

The following proposals are put for-
ward to further improve the support
system for socially vulnerable fam-
ilies.

1. Expanding mobile social services
at the community level. Introduc-
ing a “Mobile Social Patrol” system
for vulnerable families in remote
and mountainous villages would
improve access to social services
and ensure that assistance reaches
households regardless of their geo-
graphical location.

2. Encouraging social entrepreneur-
ship. Tax incentives and financial
support packages should be ex-
panded for businesses that employ
working-age members of vulnerable
families, particularly women who
remain at home and face barriers to
entering the labor market.

3. Improving the professional qual-
ifications of social workers. Em-
ployees of “Inson” centers should
receive regular training in advanced
international case management
practices, psychological assessment
methods, and effective approaches
to working with vulnerable families.

CONCLUSION

Supporting socially vulnerable fam-
ilies is a fundamental means of up-
holding human dignity and building
a just society. The reforms imple-
mented in Uzbekistan, particularly
the mechanisms introduced under
Presidential Decree No. PF-82, have
helped transform social protection
from a bureaucratic system of dis-
tributing benefits into a modern
model based on professional ser-
vices, individualized support, and
the activation of individuals’ inter-
nal potential.

The coordinated implementation of
the Unified Register of Social Pro-
tection, community-based “Inson”
centers, case management, and so-
cial contract mechanisms is of ex-
ceptional importance in addressing
the specific problems of vulnerable
households, helping them escape
persistent poverty, and enabling
them to become independent and
prosperous members of society.

Karimova Marjona Faxriddin
Second-Year Student, Termez State
University
marjonakarimova778@gmail.com
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Last week, the United Kingdom and
the Sultanate of Oman welcomed a
package of announcements to build
on this legacy and deepen links be-
tween their people and institutions
for future generations. This includes
closer cooperation on heritage, air
connectivity and tourism, sport
and the creative industries, and
strengthening next-generation and
community links through the Brit-
ish Omani Society.

“The United Kingdom and the Sul-
tanate of Oman commit to strength-
en and deepen our relationship,
monitor progress against agreed pri-
orities, and ensure that cooperation
remains focused on mutual bene-
fit, Oman’s Vision 2040, the UK’
growth agenda, and the shared goal
of building a more secure, prosper-
ous and resilient world”

This was stated in the joint state-
ment issued on the occasion of Sul-
tan Haitham bin TariK’s State Visit to
the United Kingdom as the guest of
King Charles III on 20-22 October
2026.

During the State Visit of His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, Sultan of
Oman, to the United Kingdom, the
two countries reaffirmed the endur-
ing friendship between them, re-
flected in the close relationship be-
tween His Majesty The King and His
Majesty the Sultan, and agreed to
build an ambitious, forward-looking
partnership for the future.

At 10 Downing Street on 21 Octo-
ber, Prime Minister Andy Burnham
and Sultan Haitham bin Tarik wel-
comed the depth, warmth, and lon-
gevity of the relationship between
the United Kingdom and the Sul-
tanate of Oman. They agreed on pri-
orities to shape cooperation in the
years ahead.

These priorities include modernis-
ing cooperation on security, defence,
and national resilience; expand-
ing trade and investment in green
and advanced industries; working
together on regional stability and
global challenges; and strengthening
ties between people and institutions.
His Royal Highness The Prince of
Wales and His Highness Theyazin
bin Haitham Al Said welcomed their
roles in supporting the next gener-
ation of the relationship, including
through joint patronage of the Brit-
ish Omani Society.

The UK Defence Secretary Wes
Streeting and the Omani Deputy

[
The Sultan of Oman Haitham bin Tariq and his host King Charles III of the Unit-
ed Kinghdom head for Windsor Castle for the State Banquet.

1 1 T

A section of specially invited guests at the banquet In honour of His Majesty
the Sultan Haitham bin Tariq, at the Guildhall of the Lord Mayor of the City of
London.
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His Majesty the Sultan of Oman Haitham bin Tariq with the British Royal family,
King Charles III and Queen Camilla at Winsdor Castle before the banquet.

His Majesty the Sultan of Oman Haitham bin Tariq began his visit by viewing
the exhibition of innovative companies and projects, which showcases a range of
advanced technologies and solutions in the field beneficial to his country

His Majesty the Sultan Haitham bin Tariq paid an official visit to HereEast which
could play an important role in Oman’s development. Here East is owned by
clients of Delancey, a specialist real estate investment advisory company

Prime Minister for Defence Affairs
Shihab bin Tariq bin Taimur Al Said
also reaffirmed their commitment
to the enduring UK-Oman defence
partnership and its continued mod-
ernisation.

The UK Foreign Secretary, Ed Mili-
band, and Oman’s Foreign Minister,
Badr bin Hamad bin Hamood Al
Busaidi, continued their detailed
discussions on bilateral affairs, cov-
ering matters of regional and global
importance.

The UK Minister for Trade, Baron
Sarwar, also met with the Omani
Minister of Commerce, Industry
and Investment Promotion, Qais
Mohammed Al Yousef, to discuss
the steps needed to ensure the high-

ly anticipated signing of the UK-
Gulf Cooperation Council Free
Trade Agreement.

The Omani Minister of Education,
Madeeha bint Ahmed bin Nassir al
Shibaniyah, also met with the CEO
of the British Council to explore in-
novative approaches to integrating
emerging technologies into educa-
tion.

The UK-Oman partnership is root-
ed in historical friendship, sus-
tained through resilience, and re-
newed through innovation. It is
underpinned by the Comprehen-

sec0c0000000000000000000000000000
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sive Agreement of Endur-
ing Friendship and Bilateral
Cooperation (2019) and the
Joint Defence Agreement
(2019), and delivered through
the UK-Oman Ministeri-
al Dialogue, Joint Defence
Talks, and Strategic Advisory
Group, among other bilateral
fora.

The United Kingdom and the
Sultanate of Oman commit to
strengthening and deepening
their relationship, monitor-
ing progress against agreed
priorities, and ensuring co-
operation remains focused
on mutual benefit, Oman’s
Vision 2040, the UK’s growth
agenda, and the shared goal
of building a more secure,
prosperous, and resilient
world.

The two countries reaffirmed
the importance of their trust-
ed defence partnership and
their intent to deepen de-
fence industrial cooperation,
strengthen  military-to-mil-
itary cooperation, and in-
crease focus on defence ex-
pertise, testing, innovation,
and future capability.

The Saif Sareea exercise series
remains a flagship expres-
sion of this relationship. Both
countries welcomed prepara-
tions for Saif Sareea IV. They
agreed to explore the next
phase of long-term exercise
cooperation, including fu-
ture capability development,
testing and experimentation,
and maritime security infor-
mation exchange.

They also agreed to deepen
collaboration across security
and national resilience and
work more closely in several
areas, including cyber secu-
rity, to tackle shared interna-
tional security challenges.
The UK-Gulf Cooperation
Council Free Trade Agree-
ment will provide further
opportunities to deepen trade
and investment between the
United Kingdom and Oman
once signed and implement-
ed.

The UK-Oman Strategic Ad-
visory Group will continue
as the flagship dialogue for
investment and growth, sup-
porting knowledge exchange,
structured innovation and
delivery of shared economic
objectives.

The Sovereign Partnership for
Cooperation and Promotion
of Investment will provide a
focal point for long-term eco-
nomic cooperation, strength-
en links between the UK’
Office for Investment and the

Oman Investment Authority
and advance cooperation on
green growth, advanced tech-
nologies, critical minerals,
space, innovation, scale-up fi-
nance, industrial clusters and
regional connectivity.

It will prioritise sectors with-
in the UK’s Modern Indus-
trial Strategy and Oman’s
future-industries ecosystem,
using Omani industrial zones
and innovation clusters as
platforms for UK expertise,
while supporting Oman’s eco-
nomic diversification and its
role as a gateway for regional
growth.

Recognising green growth as
a shared national priority, the
United Kingdom and Oman
will advance cooperation on
green industries and decar-
bonisation.

UK Export Finance (UKEF)
and the Oman Net Zero Cen-
tre also announced strength-
ened cooperation to support
the sustainable, secure and
responsible development of
green and decarbonisation
projects.

The UK welcomed the pro-
posed Oman Green Growth
Roadshow delegation in 2027
to take these partnerships
forward.

Alongside this, UKEF has in-
creased its country limit for
Oman by £1.6 billion, provid-
ing up to £7 billion of capac-
ity to support UK exports to
Oman.

This will create greater ca-
pacity to support priority
projects, deepen commercial
ties and connect Omani op-
portunities with UK goods,
services and expertise.

Net Zero Industry Wales and
the Oman Net Zero Centre
will also launch a partner-
ship to share knowledge and
build links amongst industri-
al clusters, renewable energy
sectors, academia and public
bodies.

The two countries agreed
to deepen cooperation in
advanced technologies, in-
cluding artificial intelligence,
data centres, critical minerals
and space, through targeted
roundtables, delegations and
technical exchanges.

They welcomed an agreement
between the UK Space Agen-
cy and the Oman National
Space Programme to share
best practice, explore future
cooperation on space launch,
and promote commercial
partnerships.

They also welcomed the UK-
Oman Innovation Initiative,
regional innovation links,
Growth Hub and Growth
Fund mechanisms to help UK
and Omani businesses grow,
scale and access each other’s

King Charles III bids farewell to HM the Sultan Haitham bin
Tariq at Windsor Castle at the conclusion of the Royal reception
ceremonies

The Sultan of Oman His Majesty Haitham bin Tariq signs the VIP
visitors’ book at 10 Downing Street watched by the Prime Minister

Andy Burnham

The Sultan of Oman His Majesty Haitham bin Tariq and Prime

Ministers Andy Burnham in a meeting with top minusters and offi-
cials from both countries at 10 Downing Street.

markets.

The two nations reaffirmed
their shared commitment to
peace, stability and dialogue
in the Middle East and be-
yond, and agreed to strength-
en cooperation on conflict
prevention, peaceful resolu-
tion, humanitarian response
and multilateral engagement.
They reaffirmed their com-
mitment to a two-state solu-
tion as the only viable basis
for a just and lasting peace
between Israel and Palestine.
They also underscored the
importance of adherence to
international law, including
the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea,
reaffirming in this context
Omans sovereignty over
Omani waters in the Strait of
Hormuz and the importance

of maintaining maritime se-
curity, freedom of navigation
and the safe passage of inter-
national shipping in accor-
dance with international law.
To support this cooperation,
they will strengthen collabo-
ration between His Majesty’s
Diplomatic Service College
and the Oman Diplomatic
Academy.

The United Kingdom and the
Sultanate of Oman reaffirmed
their shared commitment
to achieving Net Zero by
2050 and to demonstrating
international leadership on
climate, nature and environ-
mental protection.

Both countries recognised
the importance of clean ener-
gy and resilient supply chains
in supporting sustainable
growth.

HM the Sultan Haitham bin Tariq was welcomed by the Prime
Minister Andy Burnham at 10 Downing Street where they held a

bilateral meeting.

The Sultan of Oman His Majesty Haitham bin Tariq and Prime
Minister Andy Burnham in discussions at 10 Downing Street
where they held a bilateral meeting.

M

His Majesty the Sultan of Oman Haitham bin Tariq concludes his
two-day state visit to the United Kingdom.

On education and skills, both
sides welcomed the reopen-
ing of the Chevening Schol-
arship for the first time since
2021, a British Council pi-
lot on Al-assisted education
in Omani schools, the new

Oman Net Zero Centre-Car-
diff University scholarships,
and stronger links in skills
and professional qualifica-
tions.
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Ghost students, real money: How Kenyan nationals
became entangled in America’s $130 million student
aid fraud investigation

Operation Ghostbusters exposes an alleged cross-border scheme in which stolen American identities and
fictitious college enrolments were used to siphon millions in federal student aid — with financial trails

leading to Kenya
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Operation Ghostbusters exposes
an alleged cross-border scheme in
which stolen American identities
and fictitious college enrolments
were used to siphon millions in fed-
eral student aid — with financial
trails leading to Kenya

By Levis Wangamati

An American government pro-
gramme created to open the doors
of higher education to financially
disadvantaged students has become
the unlikely centre of a sprawling
international fraud investigation. It
has exposed an alleged network of
stolen identities, fictitious college
enrolments and millions of dollars
in misappropriated public funds
— with financial threads stretching
from several American states all
the way to Kenya. The investigation
raises uncomfortable but neces-
sary questions about the security of
digital education financing and the
growing sophistication of interna-
tional financial crime.

On 29 October 2026, the United
States Department of Justice an-
nounced the first indictments aris-
ing from what investigators are
calling Operation Ghostbusters.
The operation targets an alleged na-
tionwide scheme in which criminal
actors used stolen identities belong-
ing to genuine American citizens to
create fictitious student accounts,
fraudulently obtain federal financial
assistance and redirect the resulting
funds through bank accounts con-
trolled by associates. Among those
implicated are Kenyan nationals
and American-based defendants
accused of facilitating transactions
involving associates in Kenya.

For the Kenyan diaspora in the
United States, the investigation car-
ries particular weight. It places in-
dividuals with alleged connections
to Kenya at the centre of a major
American financial crime investi-
gation and underscores the growing
importance of cooperation between
the two countries in combating
cross-border criminal activity. One
distinction, however, must be clearly
drawn at the outset: the $130 million
identified by American authorities is
associated with potentially fraudu-
lent student aid identification num-
bers. It is not an amount established
as stolen by Kenyan individuals,
and the investigation covers a much
broader range of suspects, schemes
and jurisdictions than any single na-
tionality.

Attheheart of the investigation is the
Free Application for Federal Student
Aid, known by its acronym FAFSA
— the American government’s sys-

tem through which eligible students
apply for federal financial assistance
to pursue higher education. The
programme provides access to stu-
dent loans and grants, helping mil-
lions of Americans meet the cost of
attending colleges and universities.
Its scale and reach make it an attrac-
tive target for individuals seeking to
exploit weaknesses in digital appli-
cation and verification processes.
According to the Justice Depart-
ment, the alleged fraudsters obtained
personal information belonging to
genuine American citizens and used
it to submit fraudulent financial aid
applications. They then enrolled fic-
titious students in educational insti-
tutions, creating the appearance of
legitimate beneficiaries entitled to
receive federal assistance. These so-
called ghost students existed within
the education financing system on
paper, but they never actually sat in
the classrooms for which the fund-
ing had been awarded.

The alleged operation did not stop
at the submission of fraudulent ap-
plications. Once institutions pro-
cessed the enrolments and released
financial aid refunds, the money was
allegedly channelled through bank
accounts controlled by participants
in the scheme. Some individuals re-
portedly served as money mules —
receiving deposits through Amer-
ican financial institutions before
transferring substantial portions of
the funds to overseas associates. In-
vestigators believe this arrangement
enabled the criminal network to ex-

ploit a legitimate public programme
while concealing both the move-
ment and the ultimate destination of
the money.

The consequences for genuine
American citizens whose identi-
ties were allegedly stolen are deeply
troubling. The Justice Department
reports that some victims discov-
ered their personal information had
been used to enrol them in educa-
tional institutions they had never
attended or even heard of. Such
cases raise serious concerns about
identity protection, fraudulent fi-
nancial obligations and lasting dam-
age to victims education and credit
records. A programme designed to
expand educational opportunity
was allegedly turned into a tool for
exploiting unsuspecting citizens and
public institutions alike.

The Kenyan dimension of the in-
vestigation becomes clearer when
examining the individual cases an-
nounced by American prosecutors.
In Nebraska, a federal grand jury
returned a ten-count indictment
against Francis Mogambi, a Kenyan
citizen, on 19 October, charging him
with five counts of theft of govern-
ment money and five counts of ag-
gravated identity theft. According to
the indictment, Mogambi allegedly
worked with associates in Kenya
between November 2025 and May
2026 to obtain stolen American
identities, enrol fictitious students
and redirect federal student finan-
cial aid payments.

Prosecutors allege that Mogambi

retained 30 per cent of the proceeds
and transferred the remainder to as-
sociates in Kenya. Court documents
further indicate that he allegedly
discussed receiving approximately
$2,000 weekly and sought a business
through which he could cash larger
cheques. The allegations offer a re-
vealing window into how investiga-
tors believe the network operated
— though the charges against Mog-
ambi have not been proven in court.
A separate case in Virginia involves
another Kenyan national accused of
participating in a scheme intended
to defraud the American govern-
ment of more than $1.4 million in
student financial assistance. Accord-
ing to prosecutors, this defendant
allegedly acted as a money mule in
a transnational conspiracy involv-
ing individuals in Kenya. More than
700 fraudulent federal student aid
refund deposits, totalling approx-
imately $1,439,548, were alleged-
ly received through multiple bank
accounts, with at least $1.3 million
subsequently transferred through
thousands of transactions involving
accounts in both the United States
and Kenya.

The New Jersey case adds yet anoth-
er dimension to the alleged network.
Three defendants — Mabed Patricia
Utate-Alberto, Patricia Arisley-
di Perez and George Arturo Alfau
Mendez — have been charged with
allegedly acting as money mules in
a scheme involving more than $1
million in federal student aid funds.
Prosecutors allege that the defen-

dants received money obtained
through fraudulent FAFSA appli-
cations filed using stolen American
identities, before transferring funds
overseas to associates in Kenya con-
nected to a purported safari com-
pany. Two Kenyan-based co-con-
spirators have been identified, and
American authorities have stated
their intention to pursue charges as
the investigation continues.

Taken together, the three cases il-
lustrate how investigators believe
the alleged network operated across
different jurisdictions. Two Kenyan
nationals have been charged in the
Nebraska and Virginia cases, while
the New Jersey prosecution involves
three additional defendants accused
of facilitating transfers to Kenyan
associates. These are separate legal
proceedings, and the allegations
against every defendant remain to
be tested through the American ju-
dicial process.

Perhaps the most striking fig-
ure to emerge from Operation
Ghostbusters is the identification
of 830,840 potentially fraudulent
Federal Student Aid Identification
numbers, associated with nearly
$130 million in financial assistance
disbursed during September and
October 2026. According to the Jus-
tice Department, investigators rec-
ommended that the Department of
Education disable the affected iden-
tification numbers as part of efforts
to prevent further fraudulent appli-
cations and disbursements.

That figure demands careful han-
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fictitious college enrolments were used to siphon millions in federal student aid — with financial trails

leading to Kenya

By: Diaspora Times Team
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dling. The nearly $130 million rep-
resents financial assistance linked to
potentially fraudulent identification
numbers — it is not a confirmed
amount stolen, nor money estab-
lished as having been transferred
to Kenya. The investigation covers
numerous suspected operations,
individuals and transactions spread
across the United States. Present-
ing the entire sum as proceeds of a
Kenyan-linked operation would be
a misrepresentation of the evidence
and a disservice to readers.

The FBI has separately identified
more than $32 million in losses
connected to similar ghost student
schemes, with additional suspected
losses still under review. The Justice
Department, meanwhile, estimates
that the wider fraud could exceed
$200 million in total. More than 40
investigations are open across 26
FBI field offices and over 20 Unit-
ed States Attorney’s Offices. These
figures make clear that Operation
Ghostbusters is part of a much larg-
er reckoning with the exploitation
of American education financing —
not a collection of isolated incidents.
Beyond the indictments, Operation
Ghostbusters has brought to light
meaningful cooperation between
American and Kenyan law enforce-
ment agencies. In September 2026,
representatives of the American Jus-
tice Department and partner agen-
cies travelled to Kenya specifically
to discuss extradition, prosecution
and the recovery of assets allegedly
obtained through financial crime.
That engagement underscores the
importance of international cooper-
ation when the proceeds of suspect-
ed criminal activity move beyond
the jurisdiction where the original
offences occurred.

According to the Justice Depart-
ment, assistance from Kenyan law
enforcement partners enabled inves-
tigators to seize more than $750,000
in cryptocurrency from an account
belonging to a Kenyan national con-
nected to the alleged scheme. Amer-
ican authorities described the recov-
ery as the first international seizure
of its kind in the history of the
Fraud Division. Kenya’s Directorate
of Criminal Investigations, Asset
Recovery Agency and Office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions are
among the institutions identified as
active participants in that coopera-
tion.

The seizure is significant. Recov-
ering suspected criminal proceeds
can be considerably more compli-
cated than identifying individuals
accused of participating in a fraud.

Pen

Investigators must trace the move-
ment of funds, establish beneficial
ownership and satisfy the legal pro-
cedures required to freeze or recover
assets. Cryptocurrency introduces
additional complications, given how
rapidly transactions can cross bor-
ders — making close cooperation
between financial intelligence agen-
cies and law enforcement bodies es-
sential.

For Kenyans living in the United
States, the investigation raises im-
portant questions about identity
protection, financial accountability
and the security of public education
programmes. Individuals whose
personal information has been com-
promised may discover that their
identities were used to obtain loans,
file education applications or access
government services without their
knowledge — creating financial and
administrative headaches that can
be both costly and time-consuming
to resolve.

There are also practical implications
for legitimate international students.
As American institutions tighten
their identity verification proce-
dures in response to the alleged

fraud, genuine applicants may en-
counter additional checks designed
to prevent fictitious enrolments and
fraudulent financial aid applica-
tions. Universities and colleges will
face the challenge of safeguarding
public funding without placing un-
necessary burdens on the honest
students they exist to serve.

The reputational dimension of the
investigation also deserves thought-
ful attention. Kenya has a significant
diaspora community that makes real
and valuable contributions to the
country’s economy through remit-
tances, investments, professional ex-
pertise and international networks.
The alleged conduct of individuals
facing criminal charges should not
become grounds for sweeping gen-
eralisations about an entire nation-
ality or diaspora population. Indeed,
the active involvement of Kenyan
law enforcement in the investigation
makes precisely the opposite case —
Kenya is part of the international ef-
fort to pursue those responsible.
The broader concern for Kenya it-
self is whether individuals and fi-
nancial intermediaries operating
within its borders are being used to

receive, conceal or transfer proceeds
of international financial crime.
Addressing that concern calls for
robust financial monitoring, stron-
ger identity verification systems and
closer cooperation between the in-
stitutions responsible for investigat-
ing suspicious transactions. It also
presents Kenya with an opportunity
to demonstrate to its international
partners that it takes financial ac-
countability seriously.

Operation Ghostbusters lays bare
a difficult challenge facing govern-
ments in an increasingly digital
world. Financial assistance pro-
grammes depend on accurate per-
sonal information, reliable verifica-
tion systems and, ultimately, public
confidence. When those safeguards
are exploited, the damage extends
far beyond immediate financial
losses — it erodes trust in public
institutions and undermines the
confidence of the very people those
programmes were designed to help.
The American investigation shows
how technology and internation-
al financial networks can allegedly
transform a programme built to ex-
pand educational opportunity into

an instrument of organised fraud.
For the United States, the immediate
priorities are establishing the full ex-
tent of the alleged scheme, protect-
ing victims of identity theft, recov-
ering public money and prosecuting
those found responsible. For Kenya,
the task is ensuring that anyone
proven to have participated faces
the appropriate legal consequences
— while protecting its law-abiding
citizens and diaspora communities
from the kind of broad-brush asso-
ciation that serves neither truth nor
justice.

The ghost students may never have
set foot in the classrooms for which
the financial assistance was alleged-
ly obtained. But the consequences of
the scheme are entirely real — felt
by taxpayers, by genuine students,
by identity theft victims and by the
institutions entrusted with manag-
ing public resources. As Operation
Ghostbusters continues to unfold,
its findings will deepen our under-
standing of how international finan-
cial crime operates and what gov-
ernments must do to protect public
programmes in an ever more inter-
connected world.
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Climate Change Threatens Food Security In Adamawa As
94.8% Of Farmers Report Crop Yield Changes - Dr Tari

By: Munyal Markus Manunyi
O @themtkenyatimes
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Worth
Noting:

. The study, titled
Climate Change and Food
Insecurity: Implications for
the Attainment of Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)

in Adamawa State, North-East
Nigeria, examined how climate
change affects food produc-
tion and the implications for
Nigeria’s progress towards the
United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals.

. Tari said the research
found that farmers growing
maize, beans, rice and other
staple crops had experienced
declining yields, with the
resulting losses affecting their
incomes and ability to provide
food for their households.

. He said: “The first
finding is that climate change
has significantly affected crop
production and farmer house-
hold food security.”

. He also attributed the
challenges to changing rainfall
patterns, drought, flooding and
other environmental pressures
that disrupt agricultural activi-
ties.

. According to the
researcher, farmers who invest
substantial amounts in culti-
vation, risk suffering financial
losses when adverse weather
conditions damage their crops,
leaving them with less income
to feed their families and meet
other household needs.
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how climate change affects
food production and the
implications for Nigeria’s
progress towards the United
Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals.

Tari said the research found
that farmers growing maize,
beans, rice and other staple
crops had experienced de-
clining yields, with the re-
sulting losses affecting their
incomes and ability to pro-
vide food for their house-
holds.

He said: “The first finding is
that climate change has sig-
nificantly affected crop pro-
duction and farmer house-
hold food security”

He also attributed the chal-
lenges to changing rainfall
patterns, drought, flooding
and other environmental
pressures that disrupt agri-
cultural activities.
According to the researcher,
farmers who invest substan-
tial amounts in cultivation,
risk suffering financial loss-
es when adverse weather
conditions damage their
crops, leaving them with less
income to feed their families
and meet other household
needs.

The study covered 346 ac-
tive crop farmers selected
from a population of 1,752
registered farmers identified
through the Adamawa State
Ministry of Agriculture.

He noted that the respon-
dents were drawn from
Michika Local Government
Area in the northern sena-
torial zone, Girei in the cen-
tral zone and Ganye in the
southern zone.

However, Tari said the three
areas were selected to pro-
vide coverage across Ad-
amawa’s senatorial districts,
with funding and time con-
straints also influencing the
scope of the research.

He said the research lasted
six months, and adopted a
mixed-method  approach
alongside a cross-sectional
research design. Structured
questionnaires were used to
collect data from respon-
dents, while correlation and
regression analysis tech-
niques were applied in ana-
lysing the data.
Limited Awareness and
Adaptation Challenges

The study also found that
farmers’ awareness of cli-
mate change was moderate,
with limited participation
in awareness campaigns and
advocacy activities.

Tari explained that many
farmers relied on social me-
dia to obtain information
about changing climatic
conditions and their effects
on agricultural production.
He therefore called for more
public education and aware-
ness campaigns, to help
farmers understand climate
risks and adopt appropriate
responses.

“How do you address some-
thing that you are not much
aware of? How do you
confront that?” he asked,
stressing the importance of
equipping farmers with the
knowledge and practical
skills needed to respond to
changing weather patterns.

Dr Balthiya Alfred Fakuta

The research also identified
drought-tolerant seeds and
irrigation as leading adapta-
tion strategies used by farm-
ers to cope with climate-re-
lated challenges.
Meanwhile, Tari said the
cost of improved seeds and
inadequate irrigation infra-
structure limited farmers
ability to adapt, particularly
when rainfall was insuffi-
cient or unpredictable.

He argued that dependence
on rain-fed agriculture alone
was no longer adequate to
address the challenges fac-
ing agricultural production
in the state. In his words: “It
is clear that rain-fed agricul-
ture can no longer sustain
us”

The researcher called for
expanded access to alterna-
tive water sources, improved
seeds and climate-resilient
farming technologies to
strengthen food production.

Farmer Recounts Sharp
Decline in Maize Harvest

Mr Danjuma Nelson, a
farmer in Adamawa State,
said irregular rainfall and
drought had seriously af-
fected his farming activities
over the past three years.

He recalled that during the
previous farming season,
rainfall started later than
expected, forcing him to be-
gin planting in early June.
And sadly, a severe drought
struck around July lasting
for almost a month, signifi-
cantly reducing his harvest.
He said: “Where I used to
harvest 100 bags of maize, I
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got only 31 bags”
Mr Nelson said the changes
had also affected his income

and reduced his capacity to
continue farming.
According to him, he spent
about [KX1.25 million on
farming, but earned only
X680,000 from the produce
leaving him with a shortfall
0f ¥570,000.

He noted that he had not
received any government
support as a farmer. He
however called on the gov-
ernment to support farmers
with low-interest agricul-
tural loans and subsidies on
fertiliser and agrochemicals
to help sustain production.

Expert Identifies Other
Factors Worsening Food
Insecurity

An independent agricultur-
al economist, Dr Balthiya
Alfred Fakuta, has described
the study’s finding as signif-
icant and alarming, saying it
reflects the vulnerability of
farmers operating in a pre-
dominantly rain-fed agri-
cultural system.

Fakuta, a lecturer in the
Department of Agricultur-
al Economics, Faculty of
Agriculture, University of
Calabar, and an indigene of
Adamawa State, said irreg-
ular rainfall, prolonged dry
spells, drought, flooding and
changing planting seasons
were affecting crop growth
and productivity.

She, however, cautioned
against attributing declining
crop yields solely to climate
change, identifying other

'SPONSORED BY:

NIGERIA POLICE ACADEMY, WUDIL-KANO-NIGERIA

factors including declining
soil fertility, high costs of
agricultural inputs, insecu-
rity, farmer-herder conflicts,
inadequate access to cred-
it, poor mechanisation and
limited agricultural exten-
sion services.

According to her, poor rural
roads, inadequate storage
and processing facilities,
and weak market access also
reduce farmers’ profitability
and undermine household
food security.

Fakuta said the govern-
ments provision of subsi-
dised fertiliser, improved
seeds, tractors, extension
services and weather infor-
mation was commendable,
but insufficient to address
the challenges facing farm-
ers.

She identified inadequate
irrigation  infrastructure,
limited access to affordable
agricultural finance and in-
surance, insufficient exten-
sion coverage, poor storage
facilities and weak market
linkages as critical gaps re-
quiring attention.

She stressed that govern-
ment interventions should
be assessed not merely by
the quantity of agricultur-
al inputs distributed but by
whether they translate into
improved crop yields and
farmers’ incomes.

She said: “The need is ex-
tremely urgent. Adamawa
has considerable agricultur-
al potential and water re-

Contd Page 15
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. Tari explained that
many farmers relied on social
media to obtain informa-

tion about changing climatic
conditions and their effects on
agricultural production.

. He therefore called
for more public education and
awareness campaigns, to help
farmers understand climate
risks and adopt appropriate
responses.

. “How do you address
something that you are not
much aware of? How do you
confront that?” he asked,
stressing the importance of
equipping farmers with the
knowledge and practical skills
needed to respond to changing
weather patterns.

. The research also iden-
tified drought-tolerant seeds
and irrigation as leading adap-
tation strategies used by farm-
ers to cope with climate-related
challenges.

. Meanwhile, Tari said
the cost of improved seeds

and inadequate irrigation
infrastructure limited farmers’
ability to adapt, particularly
when rainfall was insufficient
or unpredictable.

. He argued that depen-
dence on rain-fed agriculture
alone was no longer adequate
to address the challenges facing
agricultural production in the
state. In his words: “It is clear
that rain-fed agriculture can no
longer sustain us.”

sources, particularly around
the Benue and Gongola riv-
er systems. Expanding irri-
gation will reduce farmers’
dependence on unpredict-
able rainfall and create op-
portunities for year-round

production.”
Dr Fakuta also recom-
mended the promotion

of climate-smart practic-
es, including the use of
drought-tolerant seeds, con-
servation agriculture, agro-
forestry, crop diversification
and efficient water manage-
ment.

She urged the Adamawa
State Government to pri-
oritise the rehabilitation of
existing irrigation schemes,
development of small-scale
irrigation facilities and im-
proved access to early-ma-
turing crop varieties.

She further called for stron-
ger collaboration between
universities, research insti-
tutions and meteorological
agencies to provide farmers
with location-specific cli-
mate information and prac-
tical adaptation strategies.

Ministry Outlines Inter-
ventions for Farmers

Responding to the findings,
Dr Heidy Edgar, a Perma-
nent Secretary with the
Adamawa State Ministry of
Agriculture, in a phone in-
terview that the government
had introduced several in-
terventions to support farm-
ers and improve agricultural
production.

She said the state govern-
ment provided fertiliser to
farmers at subsidised rates
during the last wet-season
farming period, to encour-
age increased production.
Dr Edgar added that the
government also provided
improved varieties of seeds
to farmers as part of its ag-
ricultural support measures.
She also highlighted that the
state government procured
tractors around May 2026,
ahead of the rainy-season
farming period, and distrib-
uted them across the state’s
21 local government areas
to improve farmers access
to mechanised land prepa-
ration.

According to her, timely
and proper land preparation
could improve cultivation
and contribute to better ag-
ricultural productivity.

The Permanent Secretary
also identified agricultural
extension workers as part of
the ministry’s efforts to help
farmers adopt climate-smart
agricultural practices.

She said the workers regu-

larly engaged with farmers
to educate them on farm-
ing techniques that could
help mitigate the effects of
climate change and reduce
production costs.

On the researcher’s finding
that farmers had limited
awareness of climate change,
Edgar said: “The ministry
had, over the years, used ra-
dio jingles and agricultural
extension workers to raise
awareness among farming
communities”

She added that early warn-
ings and information about
expected rainfall patterns
had also been disseminated
to farmers across the state’s
local government areas.

She however acknowledged
that more needed to be done
to improve farmers under-
standing of climate change
and their ability to respond
to its effects.

In her words: “There is still
much that can be done to
further improve on that)
adding that the ministry was
considering ways to intensi-
fy awareness campaigns and
improve farmers” knowledge
of climate adaptation mea-
sures.

Researcher Urges Stronger
Irrigation Investment

Despite the interventions
outlined by the ministry, Tari
maintained that expanding
irrigation infrastructure and
access to drought-tolerant
seeds should remain priori-
ties for the state.

He argued that reliance on
rain-fed agriculture alone
was increasingly inadequate
amid changing rainfall pat-
terns and the growing threat
of drought and flooding.
The researcher urged the

Adamawa State Govern-
ment to prioritise cli-
mate-smart agricultural

policies, including improved
access to drought-tolerant
seeds, irrigation equipment,
water-management  infra-
structure and soil-conserva-
tion facilities.

He also called for collabo-
ration among researchers,
government ministries, agri-
cultural agencies, non-gov-
ernmental  organisations,
development partners and
the media to strengthen cli-
mate education and agricul-
tural adaptation.

According to him, further
research is needed to estab-
lish how different crops re-
spond to changing climatic
conditions so that agricul-
tural interventions can be
tailored to farmers’ needs.
He also advocated a coordi-

nated approach to environ-
mental protection, includ-
ing addressing deforestation
and bush burning while pro-
viding communities with vi-
able alternatives to activities
that contribute to environ-
mental degradation.

The researcher said cli-
mate-related pressures on
food production could un-
dermine efforts to achieve
the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, particularly
Goal 2, which seeks to end
hunger, achieve food secu-
rity and improve nutrition,
and Goal 13, which calls for
urgent action to combat cli-
mate change and its impacts.
He identified Goal 2 as the
primary focus of the study,
while Goal 13 provided a
framework for examining
the adaptation measures
needed to protect agricul-
tural production.

With the 2030 deadline for
achieving the SDGs ap-
proaching, Tari called for
practical interventions to
improve food availabili-
ty and strengthen farmers
capacity to withstand cli-
mate-related shocks.
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Dr Vahyala Adamu Tari, Researcher

He said expanding irrigation
and making improved seeds
more accessible should be
among the government’s

immediate priorities for ad-
dressing food insecurity in

Adamawa State.

Tari said he had published
the research through two
public universities in Nige-
ria in the weeks preceding
the interview.

(s >

Dr Balthiya Alfred Fakuta
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Mandela’s most magnanimous act: Inviting the
man who sent him to prison to lunch

Twenty-seven years behind bars, yet Nelson Mandela sat Percy Yutar at his presidential table — and in
doing so, delivered the most powerful lesson in leadership that modern politics has yet to learn

By: Ashford Kimani
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----------------------------------------------

Some men leave prison seeking re-
venge. Nelson Mandela left prison
and invited one of the men respon-
sible for putting him there to his
dining table. It was not weakness. It
was a devastating demonstration of
the difference between possessing
power and having the character to
use it wisely.

There is something deeply uncom-
fortable about the story of Mandela
and Percy Yutar. It forces us to con-
front a question that many political
leaders would rather sidestep: what
do you do when the person who
helped destroy the best years of your
life suddenly finds himself entirely
at your mercy?

You could humiliate him. You could
make him answer publicly for his
past. You could remind him, in
front of television cameras, that you
lost 27 years of your life partly be-
cause he stood on the opposite side
of the courtroom. You could ensure
that his name became permanently
synonymous with the injustice he
helped administer.

Or you could invite him to lunch.
In 1995, Mandela did precisely that.
His guest was Yutar, the former
prosecutor in the 1963 Rivonia Tri-
al — the judicial proceeding that
sent Mandela and several other an-
ti-apartheid activists to prison for
life. Yutar had represented the apart-
heid state against men whose politi-
cal struggle would eventually trans-
form South Africa. He had sought
severe punishment for the accused
at a time when the death penalty re-
mained a very real and frightening
possibility.

Mandela received a life sentence and
spent 27 years behind bars.
Twenty-seven years. Sit with that for
a moment before rushing to cele-
brate the lunch. Twenty-seven birth-
days missed. Twenty-seven years
of family life interrupted. Twen-
ty-seven years in which the world
changed, history moved and civil-
isations shifted — while one of its
most consequential political figures
remained confined behind prison
walls. His children grew up without
him. His mother died. His marriage
to Winnie Mandela endured ex-
traordinary and almost unbearable
pressures. The world did not wait.
And yet, when he finally became
president, Mandela did something
that should embarrass many of to-
day’s occupants of presidential pal-
aces across the globe.

He invited his former prosecutor to
lunch.

When journalists identified Yutar as
the man who had prosecuted him,

Mandela did not erupt in anger. He
calmly corrected the reporter’s sug-
gestion that Yutar had personally
sent him to the gallows, then quietly
observed that the matter belonged
to the past. The meal was even ar-
ranged to accommodate Yutar’s Jew-
ish religious requirements. This was
not merely a meeting between two
former courtroom adversaries. It
was a deliberate, thoughtful demon-
stration of consideration towards
someone who had once served a
system that denied millions of South
Africans their basic humanity.

Yutar was reportedly astonished. He
reportedly wondered aloud in what
other country a head of government
would invite to lunch the man who
had prosecuted him thirty years ear-
lier.

That question ought to have embar-
rassed the entire political establish-
ment.

Mandela had emerged from pris-
on without developing the appetite
for vengeance that has consumed
so many people who have suffered
considerably less. He possessed the
presidency, the moral authority of
the liberation struggle and the deep
affection of millions. He could have
used all three to settle personal
scores. Instead, he used the occasion
to demonstrate something far more
powerful — that the presidency was
bigger than his personal grievances,
and that he was bigger than the sys-
tem that had tried to break him.

But let us not turn this encounter
into a simplistic fairy tale, because it
is far richer and more complicated
than that.

Yutar was not necessarily a repen-
tant man genuinely seeking for-
giveness. Years later, he advanced
the controversial argument that his
prosecution had somehow helped
save Mandela and his co-accused
from execution by securing life sen-
tences rather than death. That inter-
pretation was vigorously challenged
by people associated with the de-
fence, who regarded it as a self-serv-
ing attempt to rewrite history and
claim credit for an outcome that was
ultimately determined by the court.
Mandela’s generosity at the lunch
table did not automatically absolve
Yutar of his historical role, nor did
a presidential meal transform the
apartheid judicial system into an in-
strument of justice.

Forgiveness must never be confused
with historical amnesia.

Mandela understood something that
many contemporary leaders have
spectacularly failed to grasp: you
can forgive an individual without
sanitising the injustice of the system
he served. You can extend a hand
without surrendering the truth. You
can refuse revenge without aban-
doning accountability. These are not
contradictions. In Mandela’s hands,

Mandela sat Percy Yutar at his presidential table

they were the very foundations of
statecraft.

Sadly, our politics has produced an
alarming number of leaders who
understand power only as an instru-
ment of punishment.

When political ~administrations
change, the language of revenge
tends to follow almost immediately.
Opponents are threatened with in-
vestigations. Former allies become
enemies. Public institutions risk
being converted into weapons in
personal political battles. The new
occupant of power often behaves as
though the country has been hand-
ed over as private property — to be
used, distributed and withheld ac-
cording to personal preference.

In Kenya, where political compe-
tition is frequently and intensely
personalised, Mandela’s example de-
serves far more than a passing nod
of admiration.

How many of our leaders can sit
across a table from someone who
opposed them, humiliated them or
contributed to their political suffer-
ing without turning the encounter
into a theatrical demonstration of
superiority? How many can genu-
inely distinguish between the legit-
imate demands of justice and the
selfish appetite for revenge? More
importantly, how many understand
that winning an election is not re-
motely the same thing as earning
the moral authority to govern?
Mandela’s greatness was not that he
forgot what had happened to him.
He could hardly forget — and no
reasonable person would have ex-
pected him to. His greatness was
that he refused to allow the men
who prosecuted him to determine
the kind of leader he would become.
They had stolen 27 years of his life.
He was not about to let them steal

his character as well.

There is another uncomfortable les-
son here that tends to be overlooked.
Forgiveness is often demanded of
victims by people who have never
personally experienced the injus-
tice in question. It is easy to preach
reconciliation when someone else
has paid the price. Mandela’s deci-
sion was entirely his own, arrived
at through his own moral reasoning
on his own terms. It should never be
invoked to pressure other victims
of injustice into silence, or used as
a convenient excuse to shield perpe-
trators from accountability.

His was a personal act of magna-
nimity. It was not a blanket pardon
for apartheid.

And perhaps that is precisely what
makes the lunch so remarkable.
Mandela did not stage a grand
speech about forgiveness. He did
not issue a presidential decree pro-
claiming himself magnanimous. He
simply invited Yutar, attended to
his religious needs and allowed the
world to witness an encounter that
quietly challenged every conven-
tional idea about power, memory
and human dignity.

There is a difference between a pow-
erful man who demands respect and
a great man who commands it with-
out asking.

Mandela had every reason to hate
Yutar. He had every reason to re-
fuse him an audience. He had ev-
ery reason to ensure that history
would remember their respective
roles with the starkest possible con-
trast. Instead, he sat Yutar at his ta-
ble. And the question worth asking
is not whether Yutar deserved the
invitation. The question is whether
Mandela needed to prove anything
to him at all.

He did not.

The man who had once stood in
court seeking Nelson Mandelas
punishment was now sitting in the
home of the president of a demo-
cratic South Africa, enjoying a meal
prepared with genuine consider-
ation for his faith. That was not a
victory in a courtroom. It was a vic-
tory of character — quiet, complete
and unrepeatable.

Mandela had lost 27 years to prison,
but he refused to surrender a single
additional day to bitterness.

And here is the question that should
haunt every leader who confuses
power with greatness: if you cannot
sit down with yesterday’s adversary
without plotting tomorrow’s re-
venge, what exactly have you con-
quered?

Mandela conquered apartheid’s
prison walls. More remarkably still,
he refused to allow those walls to
become the boundaries of his heart.
Ashford Kimani is a teacher of En-
glish and Literature who writes on
education and social affairs.
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Netanyahu loses his majority: Israel’s election
throws the Middle East into fresh uncertainty

The Israeli prime minister won more seats than any rival but fell short of a governing majority, opening a
political crisis with profound implications for the region and for Washington

By: Jack Roberts
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Israel woke on Wednesday to a po-
litical landscape as fractured as the
conflicts still raging on its borders.
The results of the 27 October 2026
Knesset elections have confirmed
what many observers feared going
in: no bloc has won a clear majori-
ty, and the country that has been at
the centre of the Middle East’s most
consequential wars now faces the
very real prospect of prolonged po-
litical paralysis at precisely the mo-
ment it can least afford it.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s right-of-centre Likud party
emerged as the single largest party
in the 120-seat parliament, secur-
ing 27 seats. The wider bloc of par-
ties aligned with Netanyahu won 53
seats in total — more than any rival
grouping, but still short of the 61
seats needed to form a government.
The centrist Yashar party, led by for-
mer military chief Gadi Eisenkot,
led a rival bloc that secured 48 seats.
Arab-led parties, which have de-
clared their opposition to Netanya-
hu, claimed the remaining 19 seats
— a record high that has already
become one of the most contested
features of an already contentious
result.

Netanyahu has wasted little time in
raising allegations of election fraud
linked to Arab-led parties, a move
that Israeli authorities have greeted
with notable scepticism. Some have
opened investigations; others have
stated publicly that the allegations
appear to lack evidence. For a man
who has led his country longer than
any other prime minister in its his-
tory — serving between 1996 and
1999, again from 2009 to 2021, and
continuously since 2022 — the ac-
cusations carry a familiar ring. Ne-
tanyahu has navigated inconclusive
elections before, leading successive
caretaker governments for over a
year following the inconclusive polls
of April and September 2019. He has
been on trial for corruption-related
charges since 2020. His political
resilience, admired by supporters
and unnerving to opponents, has
become a defining feature of Israeli
public life.

Under Israeli law, President Isaac
Herzog must assign the task of
forming a government within seven
days of the official publication of re-
sults, expected on 4 November. The
designated leader will then have 28
days — extendable by a further 14
— to assemble a coalition. If that ef-
fort fails, other figures may be given
the opportunity. Should the entire
process reach a dead end, Netanya-
hu’s current administration would
remain in office on a caretaker basis
pending a fresh election, most likely

in early 2027.

The arithmetic of coalition-building
is fiendishly complicated. The most
immediate question is whether the
uncertainty will force some form
of power-sharing arrangement be-
tween Netanyahu and Eisenkot, po-
tentially featuring a rotation of the
prime ministership — a mechanism
Israel has used before, with mixed
results. Netanyahu is reportedly not
without leverage in any such negoti-
ation. According to analysts tracking
the talks, he may seek to exploit the
possibility of renewed joint military
action with the United States against
Iran as a bargaining chip, using the
threat of regional escalation to pres-
sure rivals into a unity government
on his terms. Before the election,
Eisenkot rejected any arrangement
that would see Netanyahu serve as
prime minister. Whether that po-
sition holds under the pressure of
coalition arithmetic remains to be
seen.

A second possibility, more political-
ly combustible, involves Eisenkot’s
bloc forming a minority govern-
ment with the support of Arab-led
parties. The Ra'am party, which was
part of the eight-party coalition
that briefly unseated Netanyahu in
2021 before that government unrav-
elled in 2022, could in theory pro-
vide the numbers needed. So could
passive backing from the Arab-led

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

Joint List. During the election cam-
paign, however, significant voices
within Eisenkot’s own bloc publicly
opposed accepting Arab support.
The Hamas-led attacks on Israel
on 7 October 2023 — which killed
around 1,200 Israelis and triggered
the military campaign in Gaza —
have deepened mistrust and made
the prospect of Arab involvement in
a governing coalition politically sen-
sitive in ways that go beyond tactical
positioning. Eisenkot has reportedly
indicated that any coalition part-
ner, including Raam, would need to
formally recognise Hamas as a ter-
rorist organisation and support its
destruction. Whether Raam would
accept such conditions remains an
open and uncomfortable question.

The implications extend far beyond
Israeli domestic politics. Since Oc-
tober 2023, the Netanyahu gov-
ernment has directed military op-
erations that Israeli officials credit
with substantially degrading threats
posed by Iran and its regional allies
— in Gaza, in Lebanon and else-
where. Those same operations have
resulted in tens of thousands of civil-
ian casualties and have profoundly
destabilised the wider region, draw-
ing sustained international criticism
and, in some cases, sanctions from
Western governments. Within the
cabinet, ultra-nationalist ministers
Bezalel Smotrich and Itamar Ben

Gvir have shaped policies on Israeli
settlements and security operations
in the West Bank that critics argue
have inflamed Palestinian commu-
nities and undermined what little
remains of the Palestinian Authori-
ty’s capacity to govern.

A change of government could, in
principle, alter some of those poli-
cies. Eisenkot has pledged that no
Palestinian state would be estab-
lished under his leadership — a
position that aligns with Netanya-
hu’s on the central question — but
he has also called for a formal state
commission of inquiry into the fail-
ures that allowed the October 2023
attacks to occur, the repeal of leg-
islation passed under the previous
government that critics say politi-
cises Israel’s judiciary, and a resolu-
tion of the long-running and deeply
divisive dispute over military con-
scription for ultra-Orthodox Hare-
di Jews. Such a government might
also be more willing to engage with
American and European pressure
on West Bank policy, potentially re-
ducing some of the friction that has
strained Israel’s relationships with
its traditional allies.

Washington’s role in whatever
emerges will be closely watched.
President Donald Trump endorsed
Netanyahu near the end of the cam-
paign, a public gesture of support
that was noted carefully in Jerusalem

and in regional capitals alike. Before
the vote, Netanyahu was reportedly
in contact with both American and
European officials about the possi-
bility of a unity government — one
that would include Eisenkot but ex-
clude the ultra-nationalists Ben Gvir
and Smotrich. According to one
media report, such an arrangement
might be more receptive to Ameri-
can-backed regional initiatives and
could strengthen the prospects of
expanding the Abraham Accords,
the normalisation agreements be-
tween Israel and several Arab states
that were brokered during Trump’s
first term. One scenario reportedly
under discussion includes a presi-
dential pardon by Herzog for Net-
anyahu as part of a broader political
settlement.

In Washington, the Israeli election
has landed in a Congress already
sharply divided over American pol-
icy towards Israel. Several mem-
bers of the 119th Congress have
proposed conditions on certain
military sales, citing the impact of
Israeli operations on Palestinian
and Lebanese civilians. Others have
tabled legislation targeting Israeli
settlement construction in the West
Bank or individuals deemed to be
threatening stability there. The out-
come of Israel’s coalition negotia-
tions will shape how those debates
develop and what posture American
lawmakers adopt towards continued
military assistance and defence co-
operation in the year ahead.

The harder truth, which the election
results have made impossible to ig-
nore, is that Israel faces an extraor-
dinary set of challenges simultane-
ously: active conflicts on multiple
fronts, a polarised domestic politics,
an international community grow-
ing increasingly critical of its con-
duct in Gaza and the West Bank,
and a governing process that has
now, for the fifth time in seven years,
produced results too ambiguous to
yield a clear mandate.

Netanyahu has survived every
previous version of this moment.
Whether the mathematics of this
particular election, and the charac-
ter of this particular opposition, fi-
nally change that calculation is the
question that will dominate Israeli
and regional politics for weeks to
come. The ghost students in Amer-
ica’s student aid scheme never sat in
their classrooms. The ghost govern-
ment in Jerusalem may soon be all
Israel has — and a region already
burning cannot afford to wait.
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When a Name Becomes More Than a Game:

Beyond the Legend: Ronaldo, the Making of a Global Icon

By: Pragatee Gupta
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Worth
Noting:

. Born in Funchal,
Madeira, on 5 February
1985, Cristiano grew up
in a family that faced fi-
nancial difficulties. Foot-
ball wasn’t handed to him
on a silver platter; he had
to pursue it through sacri-
fice and determination.

. At around 12, he
joined Sporting’s youth
academy in Lisbon. In a
later UEFA interview, he
recalled how difficult the
decision was for him and
his parents. For a child,
leaving at such a young
age meant facing loneli-
ness and uncertainty in
pursuit of an ambition no
one could guarantee.

. His talent devel-
oped quickly. By his teen-
age years, he was training
with senior groups at
Sporting. In 2003, an
impressive performance
against Manchester Unit-
ed helped secure his move
to England.

. At 18, he began life
in a different country, sur-
rounded by experienced,
respected players, and
faced new challenges.

Some legends are born be-
neath the brightest lights;
others begin far from the
spotlight, carrying little
more than a dream. Cris-
tiano Ronaldo’s (fans fondly
know him by his surname)
journey began on the Por-
tuguese island of Madeira,
where a boy’s love for foot-
ball would eventually be-
come a global phenomenon.
I never followed football
passionately. Yet I knew
Ronaldos name long before
I looked beyond the fame.
What drew me towards him
was not simply his ability
to score goals, but the dis-
cipline behind his achieve-
ments, the intensity of his
ambition and the emotions
he sometimes struggled to
conceal.

I wondered what kind of
journey could shape a per-
son into a figure recognised
across continents, even by
people who rarely watch
football.

Perhaps that is where Ron-
aldo’s story becomes more
than sport. It invites us to
look beyond the legend and
discover the human journey
behind the name.

Born in Funchal, Madeira,
on 5 February 1985, Cristia-
no grew up in a family that
faced financial difficulties.
Football wasn't handed to
him on a silver platter; he
had to pursue it through
sacrifice and determination.
At around 12, he joined
Sportings youth academy
in Lisbon. In a later UEFA
interview, he recalled how
difficult the decision was
for him and his parents.
For a child, leaving at such
a young age meant facing
loneliness and uncertainty
in pursuit of an ambition no
one could guarantee.

His talent developed quick-
ly. By his teenage years, he
was training with senior
groups at Sporting. In 2003,
an impressive performance
against Manchester United
helped secure his move to
England.

At 18, he began life in a dif-
ferent country, surrounded
by experienced, respected
players, and faced new chal-
lenges.

His rise was extraordinary,
but it wasn’t talent alone. It
demanded adaptation, per-
sistence and a willingness to
keep learning.

Madeira gave him his begin-
ning. Lisbon provided the
opportunity. What followed
would transform his life—

and football history.

At Manchester United, Ron-
aldo grew from an exciting
young winger into a decisive
goal scorer. His first Ballon
d’Or, won in 2008, marked
his arrival among football’s
elite.

His 2009 move to Real Ma-
drid opened another re-
markable chapter. He scored
451 goals in 438 competitive
appearances for the Span-
ish club, helping it win four
UEFA Champions League
titles. Later came Juventus, a
return to Manchester Unit-
ed and a new challenge with
Saudi Arabia’s Al-Nassr.

His achievements are ex-
traordinary, but they reveal
as much as they do. Reach-
ing the top requires ability;
remaining competitive for
years demands continual
effort, adaptation and disci-
pline.

The world sees the goals,
celebrations and trophies.
It rarely sees the repetition
behind them—the training,
preparation and countless
hours spent refining a skill
that spectators may witness
for only a few seconds.
Ronaldos career success is
not a single moment of bril-
liance. It is often the accu-
mulation of decisions made
before anyone begins ap-
plauding.

His public image is closely
associated with confidence,
competitiveness and an un-
compromising desire to win.
Yet his emotional reactions
have also revealed how in-
tensely he experiences the
game.

We often expect successful
people to appear strong in
every situation. Ronaldos
tears, frustration and visible
disappointment challenge
the idea that greatness re-
quires emotional invulner-
ability.

His reactions will not always
be interpreted positively,
and admiration shouldn’t
prevent fair criticism. Com-
petitive intensity can inspire
extraordinary performanc-
es.

I cannot claim to know Ron-
aldo personally, and I would
not pretend that public ap-
pearances reveal his entire
character. What I find com-
pelling is the reminder that
even the most celebrated
athletes experience pressure,
disappointment and vulner-
ability.

Football has given him in-
ternational recognition, but
it has also placed him under

constant scrutiny. Every per-
formance invites judgement,
and every reaction can be-
come a global discussion.
Perhaps that's why his sto-
ry reaches beyond football.
Most of us will never expe-
rience the pressure of a sta-
dium filled with thousands
of spectators. Yet, we under-
stand what it means to care
deeply about something,
fear failure, and struggle
with the expectations placed
on us.

Ronaldos fame extends
far beyond the pitch. His
name is tied to interna-
tional brands, commercial
success, and a lifestyle few
people will experience. But
influence can be measured
in more than visibility.

In 2013, he joined Save the
Children as a Global Artist
Ambassador, supporting ef-
forts to address child hunger
and obesity and promote
healthier lives for children.
His involvement showed
how a celebrated athlete’s
public reach can draw atten-
tion to causes beyond sport.
Charitable work alone can-
not tell us everything about
a person, just as wealth and
fame cannot define an en-
tire life. Nevertheless, using
public influence to support
meaningful causes shows
how sporting recognition
can reach beyond competi-
tion.

Ronaldo’s career has also at-
tracted controversy and crit-
icism. In October 2026, the
Portuguese Football Feder-
ation suspended him for 30
days after he left the nation-
al-team camp amid a dis-
agreement over his role. He
later apologised for leaving
his teammates and failing
to acknowledge supporters,
and said he was willing to
represent Portugal again.
This reminds us that even
an exceptional career comes
with consequences. A seri-
ous tribute need not conceal
uncomfortable  moments.
Recognising a  person’s
achievements while exam-
ining their mistakes honest-
ly makes the account more
credible.

Admiration should encour-
age us to look more close-
ly, not stop us from asking
questions.

Ronaldo’s relationship with
Portugal represents one of
the defining parts of his
career. He made his senior
international debut in 2003
and gradually became the
face of a generation of Por-

CRISTIANO

RONALDO

Flag bearer Cristiano Ronaldo is respected by fans globally.

Photo Courtesy.

Ronaldo earns honours through hard work and training. Photo
Courtesy.

tuguese football.

At EURO 2004, Portugal
reached the final but lost to
Greece. Twelve years later,
the country returned to the
European  Championship
final. Ronaldo had to leave
the match against France
through injury.

He watched from the side-
lines as his teammates se-
cured a 1-0 victory after ex-
tra time. Portugal had won
its first major senior men’s

international title. That tri-
umph belonged to an entire
team.

Ronaldo’s journey as captain
formed an important part
of the occasion supporters
would remember.

By September 2026, UEFA
recorded him as Portugal’s
most-capped men’s inter-

Contd Page 21
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Worth
Noting:

. His 2009 move

to Real Madrid opened
another remarkable
chapter. He scored 451
goals in 438 competi-

tive appearances for the
Spanish club, helping it
win four UEFA Champi-
ons League titles. Later
came Juventus, a return to
Manchester United and a
new challenge with Saudi
Arabia’s Al-Nassr.

. His achievements
are extraordinary, but
they reveal as much as
they do. Reaching the top
requires ability; remain-
ing competitive for years
demands continual effort,
adaptation and discipline.
. The world sees the
goals, celebrations and
trophies. It rarely sees the
repetition behind them—
the training, preparation
and countless hours spent
refining a skill that spec-
tators may witness for
only a few seconds.

. Ronaldo’s career
success is not a single
moment of brilliance. It
is often the accumulation
of decisions made before
anyone begins applaud-
ing.

A shared triumph... Leading a generation of fighters to secure an
unforgettable chapter in football history. Photo Courtesy.

national player, with 234
appearances and a world-re-
cord 146 international goals.
These numbers represent
more than individual excel-
lence; they reflect an amaz-
ing service to his country.

A player may represent sev-
eral clubs throughout a ca-
reer, but a national shirt car-
ries a different meaning. For
Ronaldo, Portugal connects
his international achieve-
ments to the place where his
story began.

He has helped put his coun-
try’s name in front of au-
diences worldwide. Portu-
gal, in turn, has given his
achievements a national
identity and a place in a
shared sporting history.

In August 2026, Ronaldo
said the current year was
probably his last in profes-
sional football. His words
brought a question that once
seemed distant into sharper
focus: what happens when
a career that has defined an
era finally ends?

His comments reflected his
thinking, not a formal retire-
ment announcement. That
distinction matters. Until he
makes a definitive decision,
the end of his playing career
remains a developing story.
For fans who began watch-
ing football because of Ron-
aldo rather than out of life-
long devotion to the sport,
the thought carries a partic-
ular emotional weight. His
possible departure would
mean more than losing the
opportunity to watch a cele-
brated player. It would mark
the approaching end of a

sporting chapter that has in-
fluenced people far beyond
football’s traditional audi-
ence.

Still, retirement is a per-
sonal decision. Supporters
may want another season,
another goal, or one last
unforgettable performance.
But the athlete who has lived
through a career’s demands
must ultimately decide
when to move forward.

I would not want Ronal-
do to continue because the
world is reluctant to say
goodbye. Nor should his
achievements be reduced to
a countdown towards his fi-
nal match.

A career deserves to be re-
membered for its entire
journey: the beginnings,
the breakthroughs, the dis-
appointments, the come-
backs and the moments that
brought people together.
Not everyone inspired by
Ronaldo will become a foot-
baller. Not everyone who
admires him will share his
ambitions. Yet his journey
offers lessons that extend
beyond sport.

Talent can open doors, but
dedication helps us make
use of opportunities. Suc-
cess, however impressive,
does not remove the need to
keep learning.

His story does not promise
that hard work will bring
everyone fame or extraor-
dinary wealth. Life is more
complicated than that. Ev-
eryone faces different cir-
cumstances. But it reminds
us not to decide our limits
too early or mistake a diffi-

=8 §ls e §

More than a player, the face of a nation... Carrying the hopes, identity and pride of Portugal on the

global stage. Photo Courtesy.

cult chapter for the end of
our story.

I do not know when Ronal-
do will finally leave football.
What we know is his influ-
ence has reached people
who may never step onto a
professional pitch.

His journey has given rea-
sons to look more closely
at the game—and at the de-
termination, sacrifice, and
humanity behind sporting
greatness.

One day, the stadiums will
welcome new stars. Records
will be challenged, and an-
other generation will create
its own unforgettable mo-
ments.

Ronaldo’s story will remain
part of football’s collective
memory.

Beyond the legend is a jour-
ney. Beyond the records is
a human story. Beyond the
final whistle lies the possi-
bility that one person’s de-
termination may continue
to inspire others long after
the game ends.

Pragatee Gupta is an
Award-winning journalist,
writer, and photographer..

Editing: Shamlal Puri, Se-
nior Editor, London

More than a machine ...The raw emotion of a global icon
reminding us that even legends feel the pain on the pitch.
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The evolution of the female image in Uzbek literature

and its role in the socio-cultural structure

The study provides an in-depth analysis of mythological elements in folklore, the philosophy of classical
literature, the literary environments of nineteenth-century Kokand and Khiva, social tragedies in the
enlightenment prose of the Jadid period, socialist realism in Soviet literature, and the psychological and
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Abstract

This comprehensive scholarly ar-
ticle systematically examines the
socio-cultural status of women and
the centuries-long evolution of fe-
male characters in the history of
Uzbek literature through compar-
ative-historical and gender-based
approaches. The study provides an
in-depth analysis of mythological
elements in folklore, the philosophy
of classical literature, the literary en-
vironments of nineteenth-century
Kokand and Khiva, social tragedies
in the enlightenment prose of the
Jadid period, socialist realism in
Soviet literature, and the psycholog-
ical and existential transformations
in contemporary Uzbek prose after
independence. The article theoreti-
cally substantiates the patterns un-
derlying the development of female
characters from traditional symbolic
archetypes into complex individuals
with rich inner conflicts, as well as
their transition from passive objects
to active subjects.

Keywords: Uzbek literature, female
image, evolution, gender interpre-
tation, Jadidism, socialist realism,
Zulfiya, O‘tkir Hoshimov, Zulfiya
Qurolboy qizi, psychologism, na-
tional mentality, archetype of loy-
alty.

Introduction

Literature is one of the greatest mir-
rors reflecting the social thought,
cultural level, historical experiences,
and spiritual values of every nation.
Within this spiritual mirror, wom-
en’s lives and their roles in the fami-
ly, state, and socio-cultural structure
have always been among the central
and aesthetically significant themes,
alongside different social groups
and systems of social relations. In
Uzbek literary studies, examining
gender issues, women’s rights, and
the evolution of characters in liter-
ary works is important not only for
identifying aesthetic principles but
also for understanding profound
socio-anthropological and histori-
cal-philosophical processes.

Throughout the centuries, chang-
ing socio-political systems, reli-
gious paradigms, the consequences
of colonialism, and different layers
of national mentality have directly
and significantly influenced the ar-
tistic representation and typological
characteristics of female characters
in literature. The evolution of fe-
male representations has covered an
extensive historical distance, begin-
ning with mythological goddesses
and heroic girls in folklore and ex-
tending to the complex, urbanized
women of the modern era. By ex-
amining this evolutionary process,
it is possible to understand how the

spiritual and intellectual develop-
ment of the Uzbek people has trans-
formed over time.

The relevance and purpose of this
study are to identify the artistic and
aesthetic nature of female characters
characteristic of different historical
and social periods of Uzbek literary
thought, examine their psychologi-
cal representations in epics, poetry,
and prose, and analyze the dynam-
ic changes in their inner worlds.
Through this analysis, the study
aims to develop a comprehensive
scholarly understanding of the evo-
lution of female characters in Uzbek
literature.

Main Body

Mythological and Folkloric Roots:
Symbols of Resilience and Sover-
eignty in Heroic Epics

The oldest and most fundamental
layers of the concept of woman in
Uzbek literary thought can be traced
back to oral folklore, particularly
mythological narratives, fairy tales,
and heroic epics. In ancient myths,
influenced by the legacy of matri-
archal societies and subsequent to-
temistic beliefs, women were initial-
ly portrayed as life-giving figures,
sacred protectors of clans and tribes,
and beings possessing supernatural
power.

The character of Barchinoy in Al-
pomish, one of the most prominent
masterpieces of Uzbek heroic epic
poetry, vividly embodies ancient
ethnic ideals and perceptions of
women’s social freedom. An analy-
sis of the epic reveals that Barchin
is not merely a symbol of physical
beauty or a woman confined to do-
mestic responsibilities. Rather, she is
an independent individual capable
of competing with the most power-
ful heroic men in physical strength,
military ability, and intellectual ca-
pacity.

Barchin’s setting of four challenges
for the heroes at Oydin Lake is not
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simply a fairy-tale detail. It rep-
resents a firm demand for a woman’s
right to determine her own destiny,
establish her social position, and ex-
ercise her freedom. By setting these
conditions, she becomes an active
participant in social relations. The
underlying philosophy that the hero
who fulfills her conditions will win
and receive her hand in marriage
reflects the idea of female indepen-
dence.

In lyrical and romantic epics such as
Oygul va Baxtiyor and Kuntug‘mish,
female protagonists are also por-
trayed not as helpless figures who
merely weep in the face of difficul-
ties, but as courageous and deter-
mined individuals who stand along-
side men and participate in strategic
decisions concerning the destinies
of states and tribes. Therefore, in the
folkloric period, Uzbek women can
be seen as possessing a high degree
of moral and physical strength in lit-
erary representation.

The Representation of Women in
Classical Literature: From the Phi-
losophy of Divine Love to the Poet-
ics of Real Historical Figures
During the Eastern Renaissance and
the development of classical Uz-
bek literature, particularly in Cha-
gatai-language poetry, the image
of women acquired new spiritual
dimensions through Sufi symbol-
ism and philosophical-aesthetic
interpretations. The great poet and
thinker Alisher Navoi elevated the
female individual to the level of hu-
man perfection in his immortal epic
collection Khamsa.

The character of Shirin in Farhod va
Shirin challenges the traditional im-
age of the passive beloved in Eastern
literature. In Navoi’s interpretation,
Shirin is an educated woman with
considerable intellectual and phil-
osophical abilities who possesses
extensive knowledge of Greek and
Eastern philosophy. Most impor-
tantly, she is an independent po-
litical leader capable of governing
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existential transformations in contemporary Uzbek prose after independence
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Armenia wisely in economic, cul-
tural, and judicial matters, placing
the welfare of her people above her
personal happiness.

Meanwhile, the character of Layli
in Layli va Majnun represents the
dramatic, tragic, and existential re-
bellion of a woman’s heart trapped
within the strict moral and social
conventions of feudal society and
the constraints of tribal traditions.
Layli is not merely a beautiful body
viewed through the eyes of a man;
through her love, she becomes a
spiritual figure who attains divine
knowledge. Despite the strict prohi-
bitions imposed by society, she pre-
serves her spiritual freedom and the
sovereignty of her inner world.
When examining Zahiriddin Mu-
hammad Babur’s Baburnama, litera-
ture moves away from philosophical
symbolism toward the depiction of
realistic characters. Babur describes
his grandmother, Eson Davlat Be-
gim, and his mother, Qutlug’ Nig-
orxonim, emphasizing their in-
telligence and strong political will
during periods of palace intrigue,
military campaigns, and severe geo-
political crises. Eson Davlat Begim’s
military and tactical strategies in
preserving the throne and punish-
ing conspirators when Babur was
still a young child serve as historical
and documentary evidence of wom-
en’s fundamental role in the gover-
nance of feudal states.

By the nineteenth century, the emer-
gence of poets such as Nodirabegim,
Jahon Otin Uvaysiy, and Mahzuna
in the literary environments of Ko-
kand and Khiva initiated a signifi-
cant transformation in the position
of women as literary subjects in Uz-
bek literature. Women were no lon-
ger merely lyrical objects portrayed
through the eyes of male writers.
Instead, they began to express their
own pain, sorrow, and spiritual
resistance to social injustice and
male dominance through ghazals
and mukhammas poems. Nodira’s
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ghazals, in particular, demonstrate
the independent and dignified posi-
tion of the female heart within the
social hierarchy.

Jadid Literature and the Tragedies
of National Awakening: The Fate of
Women Under Ignorance and Feu-
dal Oppression

At the beginning of the twentieth
century, the Jadid enlightenment
movement in Turkestan raised the
issue of women’s liberation, their
freedom from oppressive forms of
religious fanaticism, access to ed-
ucation, and transformation into
equal members of society. These
issues were presented not merely as
social concerns but as essential con-
ditions for the survival and develop-
ment of the nation. In the works of
leading Jadid writers such as Abdul-
la Qodiriy, Abdulhamid Cholpon,
and Abdurauf Fitrat, female char-
acters moved beyond the domestic
and familial sphere to become cen-
tral figures in social, political, and
national liberation discourse.

An analysis of Abdulla Qodiriy’s
novel O‘tkan kunlar

The tragic destinies of Kumushbibi
and Zaynab in this early Uzbek nov-
el represent the culmination of so-
cial and moral conflicts between tra-
ditionalism, religious superstition,
and feudal backwardness. Through
Kumush, Qodiriy created not only
an ideal of physical and moral beau-
ty but also an image of Eastern intel-
lectual independence shaped by the
enlightened family environment of
Margilan. Kumush possesses emo-
tional independence and remains
steadfast in her love for Otabek.

However, the crisis caused by
Otabek’s second marriage in Tash-
kent, arranged by his parents against
his wishes, draws both Kumush and
Zaynab
into a
devas-
tating

Contd Page 23
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psychological and physical tragedy.
Zaynab, whose identity is gradually
undermined by feudal stereotypes
and the pressure of clan traditions,
becomes another victim of this so-
cial system.

Zaynabss inner jealousy and psycho-
logical breakdown are consequenc-
es of the violence inflicted on female
psychology by the feudal family sys-
tem. Through the tragic destinies of
these two women, Qodiriy reveals
the legal and moral decline of an en-
tire society and the corruption of its
family institutions.

An analysis of Abdulhamid
Cho'lpon’s novel Kecha va kunduz
Cholpon exposes the lack of wom-
en’s rights under a cruel social order
through the character of Zebi. She is
an innocent young woman deprived
of social, legal, and personal rights.
As a result of her father’s religious
fanaticism and ignorance, she is
forced into marriage as the fourth
wife of Akbarali Mingboshi, a man
several years older than her. Her
tragedy lies in her innocent percep-
tion of the world through singing
and pure emotions.

Cholpon connects Zebi’s personal
tragedy with the broader political
crisis of society. At the end of the
novel, Zebi becomes the victim of a
crime she did not commit and is un-
justly sentenced by a court of Tsarist
Russia to exile in Siberia. Through

Zebi’s character, Chollpon conveys
a powerful message: a nation that
keeps its women uneducated and
enslaved can never fully liberate it-
self from the chains of colonialism.
Soviet-Era Literature: Socialist Re-
alism, Postwar Resilience, and the
Formation of the Archetype of the
“Devoted Uzbek Mother”
Soviet-era literature, following the
principles of socialist realism, ide-
alized women on the surface as
leading workers and active partic-
ipants in public life. Nevertheless,
Uzbek writers managed to preserve
the profound national, lyrical, and
dramatic essence of Uzbek wom-
anhood within these ideological
frameworks.

The creative phenomenon of Zulfiya
Isroilova and the representation of
women in her poetry

In Zulfiya’s poetry, the female im-
age emerges through both luminous
lyricism and profound social-phil-
osophical reflection. Women in
her works are not merely beautiful,
emotionless beloved figures; they
are individuals with deeply suffering
hearts and strong characters who
endure separation and the hardships
of fate.

In poems such as Matonat, Shu qiz
edi, and Xotira, written during the
Second World War, women were
elevated to symbols of national de-
fense, loyalty, and freedom. In the
poetic works written after the un-
timely death of her husband, Hamid
Olimjon, Zulfiya created a lasting
spiritual monument to Uzbek wom-
en’s fidelity and enduring devotion.

She expanded the representation of
Uzbek women beyond the family
sphere, presenting them as creative,
intellectual, and globally significant
individuals in Uzbek poetry.

The concept of motherhood and
womanhood in the works of O‘tkir
Hoshimov

In O‘tkir Hoshimov’s prose, the fe-
male image receives one of its most
lyrical and emotionally profound in-
terpretations. His novella Dunyon-
ing ishlari is an outstanding literary
tribute to motherhood in Uzbek
literature. The Mother portrayed
in this work represents the nation-
al archetype of a woman capable of
carrying the concerns of the entire
world in her heart and willing to
make any sacrifice for her children.
The characters of Qora amma, Ro-
biya, and Qurbon xola in his novel
Ikki eshik orasi also reveal the resil-
ience and tragedy of Uzbek women
who carried the burden of difficult
physical labor, traditionally expect-
ed of men, during the war and the
difficult postwar years.

The Period of Independence: Psy-
chological  Realism, Modernist
Trends, and the Transformation of
Contemporary Perspectives
Following independence in 1991,
Uzbek literary thought experienced
a fundamental aesthetic transfor-
mation. The false ideological ide-
alization characteristic of Soviet
literature and the exclusive empha-
sis on women’s oppression and vic-
timhood typical of the Jadid period
gradually gave way to more complex
representations. At the center of lit-

erature emerged the independent
female individual, with her own in-
ner conflicts, mistakes, and personal
needs, demanding recognition of
her distinct identity within society
and the family.

The works of Zulfiya Qurolboy qizi
and the analysis of female psychol-
ogy

Zulfiya Qurolboy qizi is one of the
contemporary Uzbek prose writers
who boldly explores the hidden di-
mensions of female psychology. In
her novel Oyimtilla and several short
stories, the individual psychology of
women is revealed through internal
monologues and stream-of-con-
sciousness techniques.

The character of Nilufar differs sig-
nificantly from the traditional image
of the obedient Uzbek woman. She
is a dynamic character who con-
stantly changes under the influence
of childhood psychological trauma
and the harsh social environment of
the modern market economy. Nilu-
far strives for professional advance-
ment, confronts the male-dominat-
ed world, and assumes responsibility
for her own destiny.

New trends in contemporary prose
In contemporary short stories by
Xurshid Do'stmuhammad, Isa-
jon Sulton, Erkin Azam, and Jav-
lon Jovliyev, female characters are
portrayed amid the conflicts of the
modern era, including econom-
ic migration, Westernization, and
tensions between national values
and changing social expectations.
Women in contemporary literature
are no longer represented merely as

housewives confined to the family.
Instead, they emerge as entrepre-
neurs, social activists, politicians,
and individuals striving for personal
happiness and freedom.

Conclusion

The artistic and aesthetic nature
of female characters and their so-
cio-cultural significance in Uzbek
literary studies have undergone fun-
damental and systematic changes
alongside the historical, ideological,
political, and cultural development
of society. The evolutionary process
that began with the free and sover-
eign heroic girls of folk epics was
spiritualized in medieval classical
poetry and elevated to the level of a
spiritual renaissance.

The social tragedies of the Jadid
period in the early twentieth cen-
tury were followed by Soviet-era
representations of resilient, devot-
ed, and lyrically elevated mothers.
The creative freedom that emerged
during the independence period
introduced a new type of female
character into national literature: a
modern woman who has undergone
profound psychological transforma-
tion and is conscious of her individ-
ual rights.

In conclusion, the representation
of women in Uzbek literature has
evolved from a passive and disen-
franchised object of artistic portray-
al into an active social subject capa-
ble of determining her own destiny
and identity.



French protests spread nationwide as tear gas and
Halloween costumes fill the streets

Soaring living costs and police violence are driving hundreds of thousands of French citizens onto the
streets each Saturday, testing the government of President Emmanuel Macron six months before a presi-

dential election
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French anti-government protests
gripped cities across France again
on Saturday as hundreds of thou-
sands of demonstrators took to the
streets in what has become a weekly
test of the Macron government’s au-
thority, with clashes erupting in sev-
eral cities even as the vast majority
of marchers kept the mood largely
peaceful — some of them, remark-
ably, dressed as Spider-Man and
Frankenstein for Halloween.

French police fired tear gas and
clashed with groups of protesters
in multiple locations as the demon-
strations swept the country for the
third consecutive Saturday. France’s
interior ministry reported approxi-
mately 320,000 people rallying na-
tionwide, with Paris alone account-
ing for around 70,000, according to
police figures. By Saturday night,
authorities had recorded more than
560 arrests across the country —
adding to the thousands detained
in the wake of riots and looting
that had marred the two preceding
weekends.

The scenes varied sharply from city
to city, capturing both the breadth
and the complexity of a movement
that has refused to dissipate de-
spite a heavy security response. In
Marseille, France’s southern port
city, demonstrators clashed directly
with police. In Lyon, the country’s
third-largest city, protesters threw
projectiles at officers, prompting
the use of tear gas. In Toulouse, wa-
ter cannon were deployed against
an unauthorised protest drawing
several thousand people, many of
them young, some in costume. In
Paris, meanwhile, thousands wound
their way through the city’s eastern
districts beneath a circling police
helicopter, carrying placards that
captured the movement’s mixture of
frustration and dark humour: “No
need for tear gas to make our future
look bleak” and “Dressed up as an
angry citizen for Halloween?”
Hard-left presidential candidate
Jean-Luc Mélenchon joined the Par-
is march, having accused the Ma-
cron government of taking what he
described as an increasingly author-
itarian turn. His presence under-
lined the degree to which the protest
movement has become entangled
with the countrys approaching
presidential election, now less than
six months away, with far-right lead-
er Marine Le Pen currently leading
opinion polls.

Not all participants were angry
in the conventional sense. In the

northern city of Lille, 47-year-old
Aurelie Herrmann chose to dance.
“I dance because on television they
only show damage and destruc-
tion, whereas you can perfectly well
demonstrate in good spirits,” she
said. In Nantes, 31-year-old Ca-
mille Guerin was more direct about
the politics: “We say no to the cost
of living, no to the far right, yes to
high school students’ demands, yes
to giving citizens a voice”

The contrast between these voices
and the scenes of broken glass and
burning buildings from previous
weeks points to one of the most im-
portant features of this protest cycle:
a movement with a broad social base
that the French authorities have
struggled to manage without alien-
ating the very public whose support
they need. Interior Minister Laurent
Nunez had warned on Friday that
police had prepared for violence on
a scale comparable to the unrest two
weeks earlier, when shops were loot-
ed and public buildings set ablaze.
His office said authorities had de-
tected social media calls urging pro-
testers to use Halloween gatherings
as cover for sparking what was de-
scribed online as a “revolution”

The warning was sufficient to send

Tear gas used in Paris and Lyon as French protests turn violent

a chill through the business com-
munity. Some shopkeepers boarded
up their premises again, anticipating
the worst. Wael Boubaker, a café em-
ployee in eastern Paris, was covering
a storefront with plywood panels as
the day began. “Everyone is staying
home,” he said. “No one is going
to come and buy anything” Alain
Di Crescenzo, president of France’s
chamber of commerce, put it more
pointedly when he told broadcast-
er France Inter: “Shopkeepers can’t
wait for Saturday to be over”

The protest movement that has now
consumed three consecutive Satur-
days did not begin with confron-
tation. It grew from a coalition of
trade unions, student activists and
ordinary citizens united by griev-
ances over the soaring cost of liv-
ing, persistent inequality and what
students described as deteriorating
conditions in schools and univer-
sities. Those economic concerns
remain at the movement’s core.
France’s economy, the second larg-
est in the eurozone, is teetering on
the edge of recession, and the gov-
ernment is simultaneously under
pressure from European partners
to reduce its debt levels. That com-
bination leaves the Macron admin-

istration with almost no fiscal room
to offer the kind of spending conces-
sions that might take the heat out of
the demonstrations.

But the movement has since grown
beyond its original economic fo-
cus. A heavy-handed security re-
sponse — including a ban on cer-
tain marches and serious injuries
to some protesters — has brought
civil liberties and the right to protest
into the centre of the debate. Student
demonstrators this week specifical-
ly complained that police had re-
fused to authorise a march through
central Paris, and they have vowed
to stage fresh blockades of schools
and universities in the week ahead.
What began as anger at grocery bills
has broadened into something more
politically charged: a confrontation
over the kind of country France is
becoming.

That confrontation is unfolding in a
political environment already crack-
ling with tension. The presidential
election is close enough for every
protest, every arrest, every canister
of tear gas to carry electoral signif-
icance. Le Pen’s continued lead in
the polls gives the government little
comfort. Every Saturday that ends in
disorder risks reinforcing a narrative

of governmental dysfunction; every
Saturday that passes peacefully risks
emboldening protesters to escalate.
France is not alone. Similar youth-
led demonstrations have erupt-
ed across Europe in recent weeks,
with thousands of young Germans
taking to the streets nationwide on
the same Saturday. The sense of a
continent-wide restlessness among
younger generations, driven by eco-
nomic insecurity and a feeling that
established political institutions are
failing them, lends the French pro-
tests a significance that extends well
beyond the republic’s own borders.
For now, France’s Saturdays belong
to the streets. Whether the coming
week’s threatened school blockades
and the approaching election cal-
endar eventually channel this ener-
gy into the ballot box — or deepen
the crisis on the pavements — is the
question that the Macron govern-
ment, and France itself, cannot yet
answer.
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